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Considerations

▪ Greater Quebec City

▪ 1760s until now

▪ From Ireland + Irish descent

▪ Subjective

▪ Images from web



THE GOOD



THE GOOD

Women at the Saint Bridget’s Asylum 

(Saint Brigid’s Home) 



Context: Number of Irish in Quebec City

Boulianne, François. “Répression Des Bordels à Québec.” P. 10. 



Mrs. Darcy and the widows 

1840s -50s

“The Reverend Mr. McMahon put a poor old infirm widow under the care of 

Mrs. D'arcy - Since then, several others have been at different times placed 

in the same house. . .”

Donovan, ”Mouvance,” pp. 38-39



Mrs. Darcy and the widows 

1840s -50s

Census of Canada East, 1851, microfilm p. 6904



Mrs. Darcy and the widows 

1840s -50s

Census of Canada East, 1851, microfilm p. 6904



Matrons after Ms Darcy

▪ Miss King 

▪ Mrs. Mary Bridge 

▪ Mrs. Anne Bradley – worked “gratuitously” 



The first 

bazaar

1856

Quebec Gazette 6 

Dec. 1856 p. 3



The first 

bazaar

1856

Quebec Gazette 6 

Dec. 1856 p. 2



Saint Brigids Home, Grande Allee, est. 1858

BAnQ Québec - Collection Magella Bureau - P547, S1, SS, SSS1, D1-9, P475R



Other women involved

▪ Saint Patrick’s Ladies’ Charitable Society, 1873

▪ Weekly visits

▪ Grey Nuns = Sisters of Charity

▪ Run the home

▪ 1858-59, 1877-1944: Sisters of Charity of Quebec 

▪ 1944-1973: Sisters of Charity of Halifax



Sisters of Charity of Halifax, 1944

O’Gallagher, Marianna. Saint 

Brigid’s, Quebec p. 52



To learn more:

Scan these QR codes to read the full 

documents!
Donovan, Patrick. “Mouvance des frontières 

ethniques et religieuses dans les organismes 

d’assistance anglophones de la région de 

Québec : Analyse historique du Saint Brigid’s

Home et du Ladies’ Protestant Home.” Cahiers de 

l’ÉDIQ Vol. 3, no. 1 (2016): 33–56.

O’Gallagher, Marianna. Saint Brigid’s, 

Quebec: The Irish Care For Their People, 

1856 to 1981. Quebec: Carraig Books, 

1981.



THE GOOD

Marianna O’Gallagher



Marianna O’Gallagher: Grand Marshall

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Quebec City, 2010

https://alchetron.com/cdn/marianna-ogallagher-7ee52a77-18d6-4f5b-bb94-4f266da05de-resize-750.jpeg

https://alchetron.com/cdn/marianna-ogallagher-7ee52a77-18d6-4f5b-bb94-4f266da05de-resize-750.jpeg


https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/grosseile

https://parks.canada.ca/lhn-nhs/qc/grosseile


Marianna O’Gallagher

« Toute sa vie, elle l'a consacrée à rendre service aux autres. D'abord chez 

les religieuses, comme enseignante, et ensuite, elle s'est dédiée 

entièrement à la mémoire de son peuple, les Irlandais de Québec. »

Joe Lonergan, Journal de Québec, 25 May 2010



Marianna O’Gallagher

Devoted to the Irish of Quebec

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FX9wUofzz5E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FX9wUofzz5E


THE BAD



THE BAD

Prostitutes + Brothel Keepers



Brothel Keepers – Who?

Boulianne, “La 

Répression

Des Bordels à

Québec”



Prostitutes – Who?

Boulianne, “La 

Répression Des 

Bordels à

Québec”



Prostitutes + Brothel Keepers – What?

Life in a brothel

▪ Strict hierarchy and watchfulness

▪ Some went to 

▪ Asile du Bon Pasture for rehabilitation

▪ Reform school for minors

▪ Prison – close quarters = more vice



Prison as shelter

Quebec Gazette, May 11, 1860



The Case of 

Kate Murphy

Quebec Gazette, May 13, 1867



Prostitutes + Brothel Keepers – Why?

▪ Poverty 

▪ Lack of social structure/services

▪ = around 4,000 to 6,000 Irish women

▪ Port town

▪ Thousands of sailors during shipping season; many went to bars + brothels 



To learn more

Scan this QR code to read the full document

Scroll down and click “download” 

Boulianne, François. 

“La Répression Des Bordels à 

Québec : Discours, Institutions et 

Application, 1850-1870.” Master’s 

Thesis, Université Laval, 2008. 

https://corpus.ulaval.ca/entities/p

ublication/eee04746-7f2c-439c-

9024-9075f9a68506

https://corpus.ulaval.ca/entities/publication/eee04746-7f2c-439c-9024-9075f9a68506


THE BAD

Nurse Jane Hamilton



Jane Hamilton

▪ From Co Leitrim, Connaught

▪ 1849:

▪ Came to Quebec = Famine era

▪ Middle aged, illiterate, Presbyterian, experienced nurse

▪ Job: nurse at Quebec Marine and Emigrant Hospital 



Quebec Marine and Emigrant Hospital

William Notman, Marine 

Hospital, Quebec City, 

QC, 1865, McCord 

Museum, I-17326.1



Jane 

Hamilton 

Accused

Appendix to the tenth 

volume of the journals of 

the Legislative 

Assembly…

https://www.canadiana.ca

/view/oocihm.9_00955_1

0_3/408

https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.9_00955_10_3/408


Jane 

Hamilton 

Accused



Jane Hamilton: Abuse from hospital stewards

▪ Salary withheld

▪ “Afterwards I was offered by Mrs. Cutter, a pair of old boots. I did not think I 

was to pay for them till I was charged seven shillings and six pence for 

them, which amount was kept from my wages.”

▪ Sexual harassment

▪ Testified at commission of enquiry that got Cutters fired

Chilton, Lisa. “Sex Scandals and Papist Plots” p. 117.



Jane Hamilton: Realities on the ground

“I complained to the Visiting Physicians of the insufficiency of the diets, 

and the patients under my control complained also” 

Patients’ hunger was so bad “as to induce me to give them some of my 

own ration.”

Chilton, Lisa. “Sex Scandals and Papist Plots” p. 115.



Jane 

Hamilton 

Redeemed

Appendix to the tenth 

volume of the journals of 

the Legislative 

Assembly…

https://www.canadiana.ca

/view/oocihm.9_00955_1

0_3/408

https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.9_00955_10_3/408


Jane Hamilton 

Redeemed



To learn more:

Scan this QR codes 

to read the full 

document

Chilton, Lisa. “Sex 

Scandals and Papist 

Plots: The Mid-

Nineteenth Century 

World of an Irish Nurse in 

Quebec.” Journal of 

Women’s History Vol. 27, 

no. 3 (2015): 109–131.



THE ORDINARY



THE ORDINARY

Servants 



Irish Live-In Servants of Quebec City, 1871

Lacelle, Claudette, Urban Domestic Servants p. 76



The Ideal 

Servant?

“Maid”

John Henry 

Walker

c. 1850-1885 

McCord 

Museum, 

M930.50.3.44

7



Life of a female servant

▪ Long hours

▪ Hard work

▪ Far less pay than men 

▪ Loneliness

▪ Harassment and poor treatment

▪ For the Irish: negative stereotypes 

Lacelle, Claudette, Urban Domestic Servants



The Irish 

Servant?

Part 1 

Lacelle, 

Claudette, 

Urban Domestic 

Servants



The Irish 

Servant?

Part 2

Lacelle, 

Claudette, 

Urban Domestic 

Servants 



Why Become a Servant?

▪ Food, lodging, clothing, security



Life of a 

female 

servant in 

Quebec

Quebec Mercury, June 

24, 1817

Lacelle, Claudette, Urban 

Domestic Servants p. 32



To learn more:

Scan this QR 

code to read the 

full document

Lacelle, Claudette, and 

Canada. National Historic 

Parks and Sites. Urban 

Domestic Servants in 

19th Century Canada. 

Ottawa :, 1987. 

http://archive.org/details/u

rbandomesticser00lace. 

http://archive.org/details/urbandomesticser00lace


THE ORDINARY

Wives and Mothers



Julia Hogan, Births and Death

Ancestry.ca



Julia Hogan, Mother

Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968



Julia Hogan, Burial

Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968



My Family Tree

Ancestry.ca



Quebec English-Speaking 

Communities Research Network 

(QUESCREN)

Contact + please subscribe

Lorraine.odonnell@concordia.ca

www.QUESCREN.ca

mailto:Lorraine.odonnell@concordia.ca
http://www.quescren.ca/
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