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P173 Elvyn M. Baldwin family fonds
Ruby, Keith, Elvyn, Eunice and Alice Baldwin posing with pumpkins and other
gourds, around 1930.
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Book launch

QUEBEC’S EASTERN
TOWNSHIPS AND
THE WORLD

A Region and Its Global Connections

Friday, November 7, 10 AM - 3 PM
PANELS

Quebec’s Eastern Townships and the World
Cleghorn Lounge, McGreer Building, Bishop's
University

The Eastern Townships of Quebec are celebrated in popular discourse as a
charming and remote nature playground for busy Montrealers, an appendage to
stately Quebec City, and a northern abutment to the Northeast Kingdom of the
United States. A closer look reveals a region with its own gravity, sense of
being, and worldly connections.

Quebec’s Eastern Townships and the World examines the region's direct links
to larger prevailing international forces and identities. Join us for panel
presentations with contributors to this important anthology and find out
more about the Eastern Townships as a centre, borderland, and lieu de
passage between nations, communities, and peoples.

10 AM — Opening Session
10:30 AM - First Panel: Space, Place, and Peoples in the Eastern Townships.
1:15 PM — Second Panel: Institutions, Local Identities, and Imagination in the
Eastern Townships.

Copies of the book will be available for purchase at the event. Refreshments
will be served.
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5-7 November

QUESCREN

Education and Vitality Forum 2025
Concordia University Conference Centre

The ETRC is thrilled to share this invitation from our partners at the Quebec
English-Speaking Communities Research Network

The Education and Vitaliy Forum presents a unique opportunity to delve into
the current developments across the English-speaking education sector. Join
us to explore initiatives and research helping to foster a robust and sustainable
network. The program includes workshops, panel presentations, roundtables,
lightning talks, and a Human Library, and keynote addresses (including a
presentation by Dr. Heather Lawford, Bishop's University and Canada
Research Chair in Youth Development). Click here to register.

THE ROBIN BURNS LECTURE
Caftes, Clubs,
& Clandestine ¢

iy, 8

o
[ ‘.

Cabarets
Nightlifc in Montreal &
the Townships

Tuesday, November 18, 7 PM
The Robin Burns Lecture

Cafés, Clubs, & Clandestine Cabarets
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What’s in a name? From the late 19th to the mid-20th century, cafés, cabarets,
and clubs in Montreal and the Eastern Townships signaled far more than a
place to eat or drink — they shaped expectations of elegance, escape, secrecy.
Drawing on archival menus and advertisements, this talk revisits the glamour of
Montreal hotspots such as the Piccadilly Club, the Normandie Roof, and Café
Val d’Or, alongside Sherbrooke’s hotels and the St. George’s Club to lure
Prohibition-era tourists. Case studies reveal how menus, names, and design
choices mirrored class distinctions and shifting social values. By pairing
Montreal's “Sin City” nightlife with the Townships’ entertainment venues this
presentation traces a distinctly made-in-Quebec story of intrigue, indulgence,
and cultural identity — and asks why, even today, a bar in Mansonville bears
the curious name Pineapple.

Nathalie Cooke (Ph.D.) is professor of English at McGill University and Fellow
of the Royal Society of Canada. Her work focuses on literary food studies and
material culture and her projects often bring archival materials into conversation
with contemporary questions. Most recently, in Tastes and Traditions: A Journey
Through Menu History, she explores how menus, textiles, and other everyday
objects offer insight into cultural history.
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P998 ETRC Graphic Material collection
MacLeod’s Corner Store and Ned’s Barber Shop.

RECENTLY ON THE ARCHIVES BLOG
Your Package Has Arrived!

by Jazmine Aldrich
Tis never a dull moment, working in the archives. | am sure that for many of
you, reading this, that does not seem possible but | promise you that it is.

A perfect example arrived in my mailbox on a bright August morning, one month
past. A package, addressed to the ETRC’s former Archivist and Executive
Director, Jody Robinson. It is not unusual for me to receive emails and mail
addressed to Jody; she has long been a champion of our organization and her
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Read more on the ETRC blog.

P234 Wark family (Sherbrooke) fonds
Barbara Wark dressed in a witch costume while a student of the School of Nursing of
the Montreal General Hospital for Halloween in 1960.

EVEN MORE RECENTLY ON THE
ARCHIVES BLOG

Halloween in the Townships

by Jazmine Aldrich
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past!

In 1899, Mr. and Mrs. Spafford invited guests to a Hallowe’en party at their
home in Lennoxville. The invitations were written in rhyme, requesting answers
in rhyme to be given by guests at the party — the winners to be chosen by
popular vote. The evening also included a goblin as door greeter, old fashioned
Hallowe’en games, and a supper which included pumpkin pie and doughnuts.

Read more on the ETRC blog.

Do you enjoy this newsletter? Would you like
to support our work?

The Bishop’s University Foundation processes donations on the ETRC's
behalf.
Click here to find out how you can help.

The ETRC gratefully acknowledges the support of Bishop’s University and Bibliotheque et Archives

nationales du Québec.
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Ruby, Keith, Elvyn, Eunice et Alice Baldwin posant avec des citrouilles et autres
courges, vers 1930.

Lancement du livre

QUEBEC’S EASTERN
TOWNSHIPS AND
THE WORLD

A Region and Its Global Connections

Vendredi 7 novembre, de 10 ha 15 h
TABLES RONDES

Quebec's Eastern Townships and the World
Salle Cleghorn, édifice McGreer, Université Bishop's

Les Cantons-de-I'Est du Québec sont souvent décrits comme un charmant
terrain de jeu naturel isolé pour les Montréalais affairés, un appendice de la
majestueuse ville de Québec ou encore comme la limite nord du Northeast
Kingdom des Etats-Unis. En y regardant de plus prés, on découvre une région
qui posséde sa propre gravité, son identité et ses connexions avec le monde.

Quebec's Eastern Townships and the World examine les liens directs de la
région avec les forces et les identités internationales dominantes. Joignez-vous
a nous pour des tables rondes avec les contributeurs de cette importante
anthologie et découvrez-en davantage sur les Cantons-de-I'Est en tant que
centre, zone frontaliére et lieu de passage entre nations, communautés et
peuples.
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10 h 30 — Premiére table ronde : Espaces, lieux et populations des Cantons-de-I'Est.
13 h 15 — Deuxiéme table ronde : Institutions, identités locales et imaginaire des
Cantons-de-I'Est.

Des exemplaires du livre seront en vente lors de [I'événement. Des
rafraichissements seront servis.

Du 5 au 7 novembre 2025
QUESCREN

Forum sur lI'éducation et la vitalité 2025
Centre de conférences de I'Université Concordia,
Montréal

Le CRCE est ravi de partager cette invitation de nos partenaires du Réseau de
recherche sur les communautés québécoises d’expression anglaise.

Le Forum offre une occasion unique d'explorer les développements actuels
dans le secteur de I'éducation anglophone. Joignez-vous a nous pour découvrir
les initiatives et les recherches qui contribuent a favoriser un réseau robuste et
durable. En plus des ateliers, des panels, des tables rondes, des présentations
éclair et d'une bibliothéque humaine, vous pourrez assister a des conférences
principales (dont une présentation de Mme. Heather Lawford, professeure a
I'Université Bishop's et titulaire de la Chaire de recherche du Canada en
développement des jeunes). Cliquez ici pour vous inscrire.
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LA CONFERENCE ROBIN BURNS .j;
Cafés, clubs, &
cabarets
clandestins

La vie nocturne a
Montréal et dans les
Cantons-de T'Est
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Cafes, Clubs, & Cabarets clandestins

par Nathalie Coo'ke
Salle Cleghorn, Edifice McGreer, Université Bishop's

Que cache un nom? De la fin du XIXe au milieu du XXe siécle, cafés, cabarets
et clubs a Montréal et dans les Cantons-de-I'Est promettaient élégance, secret
ou évasion. A partir de menus et publicités d’archives, cette conférence montre
comment noms et décors reflétaient les classes sociales et les valeurs
changeantes (des lieux branchés de la « Sin City » montréalaise aux hétels de
Sherbrooke) et pourquoi, aujourd’hui, un bar de Mansonville s’appelle
Pineapple.

Nathalie Cooke (Ph.D.) est professeure de littérature anglaise a I'Université
McGill et spécialiste reconnue des études littéraires de I'alimentation et de la
culture matérielle. Ses recherches explorent comment des objets comme les
menus ou les textiles racontent des histoires — par leur mise en page, leur
langage ou des codes cachés. Elle travaille entre disciplines et archives,
mettant en lumiéere des artefacts souvent négligés et leur portée culturelle. De
la fiction victorienne a la broderie de résistance en temps de guerre, ses projets
relient recherche savante et engagement public. Cooke redonne vie a I'histoire
en révélant les structures narratives qui la soutiennent.

Vous appréciez cette infolettre? Vous aimeriez
soutenir notre ceuvre?

La Fondation de I'Université Bishop's accepte des dons au nom du CRCE.
Cliquez ici pour en savoir plus.

Le CRCE remercie I'Université Bishop's et Bibliothéque et Archives nationales du Québec

pour leur soutien.
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