
... 

Participants in the- Afternoon Plenary Session Panel on Home and School -
Why? What? Where? How? Starting at the left, Mr. John Gardiner~ Commissio
ner, PSBGM, Mr. Ian Traster, Principal, LaSalle High School; Betty Shapiro, 
Montreal Gazette, the moderator of the panel; Mr. E. Michael Berger, Q.C., 
and Mrs. Joan Riches, Past President, Seigniory H & .S association, Commi
sioner, Lakeshore School Board. 

QFHSA Preparing Brief on 
Teacher Classification 

Former Vice-President Rev. William 
DeWitt Clinton was appointed Chair
man of the Committee set up by Que
bec Federation of Home and School 
Associations to prepare a brief which 
will be presented to the Commission 
of Study which was established by the 
Minister of Education to deal with the 
issue of teacher classification. 

The Committee has already drawn 
up a series of questionnaires which 
are in process of being forwarded to 
all Associations with a view of getting 
the reaction from Home and Schools 
througlwut the Province. In a state
ment to the NEWS, Mr. Clinton stated, 
"The Committee must have, at the 
earliest possible moment, a wide 
sampling of opinion from local asso
ciations. From this it will be able to 
construct a consensus which will be 
truly representative of QFHSA opi
nion. It will be this consensus which 
will constitute the basis of the brief 

we shall prepare." 
The deadline for preparation of the 

briJ::f is December 31, 1173 and in 
order to allow for adequate response 
from the associations it will be neces
sary that all locals forward their views 
to Federation office by no later than 
December 7th, 1973. Presidents of 
locals are expected to involve as many 
of their parents as possible to conduct 
research and investigation for purposes 
of our brief, which will be presented 
formally to the Commission at a later 
date. It is hoRed that a large delegation 
of !-lome and School members will 
accompany the Committee when it 
defivers its brief to Uhe Parliamentary 
Committee. 

In the meantime, OQ.i a more im
mediate basis, the Executive Com
mittee held an emergency meeting on 
October 1st due to increased demands 
by many Associations that some action 
be taken now t,o deal with the teacher 
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Beaco11 Hill Membership 

Reaches a High of 91% ! 
Beacon Hill Home & School Association membership report for the 

current year reveals that our of a possible 268 families in the area, a total 
of 24S families have joined Home & School. This qiakes a membership of 
9P.4% and latest reports indicate that they haven't given up on the other 
8.6%. 

The successful membership drive is directly attributable to the efforts 
of Mrs. Margot Butler and Mrs. Betty Watt. These two ladies and their 
small army of recruiters canvassed every home following the initial mem
bership drivt> at the Meet-The-Teachers ~ight and the above ~nrollment , 
is the result. 

Mt. Alan Hay is President of Beacon Hill Home & School Association. 
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QUEBEC FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATJONS 

4795 ST. CATHERINE STREET. W,. MONTREAL 215, OUE. TELEPHONE: 5'33·8244 

FOR. IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 2, 1973. 

The following telegrams were today sent to Prime Minister Robert 
Bourassa and Minister of Education Franl,ois Cloutier by the Quebec 
Federation of Home & School Associations in connection with the 
teacher re-classification issue:-

"Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations at its 

Executive Meeting last night unanimously re-affirmed its position on 

the teacher re-classification issue as adopted by 350 delegates at its 

ia at Convention in Resolution 4 which calls for suspension of the 

teachers salary cuts and · implamentation of reclassification pending 

the final report of the Spacial Commission set up to study the matter, 

Our Federation represents many thousands of parents throughout the 

Province and we are besei.!!_ed by complaints and anger that the situation 

is deteriorating and 3 crisis is rapl:1ly developing in our schools, 

We believe that to invoke the rec lass ificat!on scheme which carries . 
with it severe hardship for so many teachers at this time, before 

the Commission's final report, is both unjust and prejudicial. 

We strongly urge the government to relent so that calm may once 

again return to our schools, - elementary Justice c!'mands no less, 

WILLIAM I. MILLER 
President. 

Quebec Federation of Horne & School Associations " 

classification issue. A number of 
association representatives suggested 
that a city-wide demonstration take 
place in support of the teacher's cause. 
The Executive Committee unanimous
ly decided against such a course of 
action but decided to )lend telegrams 
immediately to Prime Minister Bouras
sa and Education Minister Cloutier 
to ask that until the final report of the 
Commission of Study was issued, that 

all teachers salary cu-ts should be res
cinded. (A copy of the actual telegram 
appears on page I). Acknowledge
ments were received from both Mr. 
Bourassa and Mr. Cloutier but in view 
of the recent election they declared that 
they were unable to meet personally 
at this time to discuss the matter fur
ther. It was hoped that thi), would be
come possible once the election was 
over. 

Some of the 200 delegates who attended QFHSA'S Leadership conference held 
at Westmollnt High School October 201isten while Sylvester F. White, Associate 
Deputy-Minister, Department of Education, faces a barrage of questions from 
delegates. To his left, William Miller, QFHSA president, readies another ques
tion. For pictures and report of the conference, see pages 6 to 8. 
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, Up the Organization: 
It's been said that organization isn't e,erything, but let's face it, you can't 

get very far without it. If the Home and School mo,ement in this Pro,ince is to 
denlop its changing role from one of traditional non-interference in the field of 
education toward that of social activism it will have to become better organized 
and better equiped to handle the tasks which lie ahead. 

It is therefore with the sweet smell of success that we have chalked up 
another in the series of Leadershie Conferences held last month at Westmount 
High School and attended by some 200 key people in Home and School Asso
ciations in the Province. The Conference drew nearly SO Association Presi
dents; JS Programme chairmen, and a large number of membership, legisla
tive and finance chairmen who participated in a series of 8 multiple work
shops covering the vast sphere of Home and School actMties. 

The stimulating panel discussion which followed in the afternoon and the 
question and ~fwer dialogue with the Associate Deputy Minister of Educa
tion helped to roond out an otherwise stimulating and informati,e day. In 
fact, the President's· workshop was cut sh.,ort due to lack of time and will be 
contilHled where it left off, at a subsequent supper workshop on Friday, 
November 23. 

As our President stated in his welcome letter to the delegates, 
"We constantly hear people say that with the sweeping changes which 
are taking place in education in Quebec .. it is essential that we have 
a well-informed and sympathetic body of parents who are willing and 
able to deal with the ever-increasing number of problems which face 
us. But we must remember that, by and large, parents are mostly 
apathetic. They require leadership and direction and it is incumbent 
upon you, as one of the leaders of Home and School to provide that 
feadership." 

To the co-chairmen of our Leadership conference, AJlison Irwin and Ma
belle Durkin, to the members of their committee, and to the many others who 
participated as resource people.recorders and leaders, a special vote of thanks 
for helping to put a little more muscle Into the organization thereby strengthen
ing it for the days ahead. W.M. 

QUEBEC HOME & SCHOOL NEWS 

EVERY MEMBER GET 
A MEMBER! 

Education is everyone's co11cern 

JOIN HOME & SCHOOL 

Board of directors 
meeting highlights 

Forty persons, consisting of Provin
cial Executive members, Provincial 
Committee Chairmen, Area Represen
tatives and observers, attended the last 
Board of Directors meeting of Federa
tion held on September 22, 1973, at 
which the principal .items of business 
were as follows: 

• Responded fa,orably to a letter 
received from the Parents Association 
of St. Jean d'lberville, a French Catho
lic group, in which they expressed an 
interest in becoming affiliated with 
QFHSA . . 

* Agreed to conduct further research 
into the matter of supporting the 
PSBGM's request to the Prm·incial go
,ernment for a share of the $100 million 
fond being allocated for the teaching of 
the English language in English schools. 

• Acquiesced with changes in the 
constitution of Seigniory Home and 
School Association. 

• Ratified the following Provincial 
Committee Chairmen appointments: 
- William Asherman, Constitution & 
By-Laws - Manyn Kussner, CEGEPS 
- Mrs. M. Goldman, Em·ironmental 
ed. - Wally Evans, Anti-Smoking -
Barbara Guard, Bill 71 - Allison Ir
win & Mabelle Durkin, Leadership Con
ference. 

• Appro,ed the report of John Good
child, Legislative Chairmen who re
ported on Order-in-Council 2284-73 
regarding the Cumulative Records. The 
Lakeshore School Board has asked for 
Home & School Advisory Committee 
to define policy in this area. U was im
portant to note that there was a distinc
tion between the Cumulative Record 
and that of the Health Record or the 
Personal Record. Mr. Goodchild repor-

ted that Parents ha\'e a right to see the 
record if they apply in writing. A letter 
will be sent to all Association Presidents 
requesting their reaction to the Order
in-Council and pointing out that there 
is both optional and compulsory data 
in the Cumulati,e Record. 

• Discussed at length the operations 
of the Montreal Island School Coun
cil. An appeal was made for members 
to attend these meetings and to inte
rest themset,es into developments on this 
level. Since proceedings were in the 
French language it was suggested that 
persons who were bilingual should make 
a special effort to attend. Since res-
tructurization on. -the Island of Mont
reat was uppermost in the order of 
priorities, Barbara Guard recommended 
the formation of a special committee 
to deal with this matter without delay. 
It was suggested that a request be made 
for receiving copy of the minutes of the 
meetings of the Island Council on a regu
lar basis so as to keep up with deve
lopments on that level. 

• Accepted the resignations from 
the Executive Committee of Mr. R. 
Sheinnan and Mrs. R. Sembera as a 
Vice-President and Secretary, respec
ti,ely and then elected Mrs. Dorothy 
Richardson, a Vice~President, and Mrs. 
Valerie McFall, as Secretary. 

• Received Area Representative Re
ports: from the following districts: La
Salle (Mrs. Healey); South Shore (Mrs. 
A. Irwin); The Saguenay (Mr. Fern); 
Abitibi (Mrs. Cunning); Mtl North 
West (Mr. D. Myers; St. Lambert (Mr. 
han Palmer); Central (Mrs. M . Gold
man); Donal (Mrs. H. Thompson); 
North Shore (Mrs. J. Katz); N.D.G. 2 
(Mrs. Moore). 

The Quebec Home & School 

NEWS 

Published by the Quebec Federation of Home and School Associations, 
4795 St. Catherine Street West, Montreal 215, Quebec. Tel. No. 933-
8244. 

Winifred Potter, Editor 
Legal Deposit Quebec National Library. 
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Mr. Heward Grafftey, member of Parliament for 
Brome-Missisquoi recently put a question to the Hon. 
James Hugh Faulkner. Secretary of State, relating to 
the -use by the Pro,inces of the many millions of dol
tars ,oted by Parliament for the de,elopment of bi
lingualism in education at the pre-U nifersity le,els. 
The Minister replied that he was seeking a uniform 
standard of accountability from each of the Pro,inces 
to ensure that these monies were in point of fact going 
in support of minority language instruction and second 
language teaching. 

It was a good question and one that ob,iously need
ed aski11g;_ No doubt it was prometed by fears that 
sucli momes were 6eing di,erted by some of the Pro
riaces (~ other uses._ But did YC?U e,er stop to think how 
die question came to be asked m the first place? Would 
you belie,e, Home and School? 

During that same session of Parliament, many 
other questions were raised in the House by MP's, 
relating among other things, to such issues as teacb
UII aspects and cultural ~xchanges; pro,ision of edu
cational fdms to school boards; broadcasting the dan
gers to young persons of glue sniffing; adult educa
tion; and a host of other issues which are of ,ital con
cern to citizens throughout Canada. Many of the ques
tions being prompted by Home and School. 

The raising of these issues in the House of Com
mons was another illustration of the Home and School 
ao,ement at work in a wider arena - Canada. 

Perhaps due to the fact that education is deemed to 
he a Pro,incial matter under the BNA Act, or merely 
because because people tend to limit their concern in 
education matters to the purely local scene or, at best, 
to the Pro,incial le,el, there is a tendancy to ignore 
the fact that many ,ital areas of concern to parents 
are dealt with on the Federal le,el where the Cana
dian Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federa
tion, rg,resents you and me in a most effecti,emanner. 
Too often, we tend to forget that membership in your 
local Home and School carries with it, not only mem
hership in Quebec Federation of Home & School, but 
in the Canadian Home & School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation. as well. 

This nation-wide body of well o,er 200,000 mem
_bers coming from the 9 Pro,incial Home & School 
Federations stretching from British Columbia to PEI 
bas been cfomg ajol, since it was founded in 1895. In its· 

78 year history it has left its m~k on the Canadian 
educational scene in many ways, to be sure, but it has 
done much more than that. My message last month you 
may recall referred to the fact that education does not 
operate in a ,acuum but is inextricably related to and 
dependant upon the en,ironment generally in which 
children are brought up. It is here, on the wider arena 
that CHSPTF has played a ,ital role down through 
the years - in the field of family life; community life; 
and the international scene. 

But, as the saying goes, "What ha,e you done for 
me lately?", applies equally to 78 year old organiza
tions such as CHSPTF and ha,ing attended the recent 
National Con,ention of Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation in Charlottetown, 
P.E.I., I'm in a position, I belie,e, to answer the oft
put question. 

It is probably not an exaggeration to say that 
CHSPTF continues to interest and in,ol,e itself in 
e,ery sphere of acti,ity which relates directly to pro
ducing a more just and decent society in which to bring 
u'- and educate our children. A brief resume of com
mittee reports indicates work and invohement in the 
field of the battered child; community schools; child 
safety; drug education controls; International Union 
of Family Organizations; Lester B. Pearson Memo
rial Foundation; Canada Safety Council; UNESCO; 
Safe bicycling course; smoking and health recom
mendations; the Young Offenders Act; TV program
ming and advertising; colour blindness; use of federal 
grants for promotion of bilingualism; school bus sa-

NEW FACES ON QFHSA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Dorothy Richardson, 
5043 Randall, Montreal 
265, 489-1049 Elected 
Vice-President, Quebec 
Federation of Home and 

, School Associations. 
Mrs. Richardson writes: 

Dorothy Richardson. 
V.-P.QFHSA 

• I've .been· a member of Somerled Home and 
School smce 1966. I worked on the Telephone Com
mittee one year, I was chairwoman of the telephone 
committee for two years, chairwoman of Programme 
for two years. This year I'm the chairwoman of the 
Resolutions Workshop. Presently I have one child 
attending Royal Vale Immersion School. 

Outside of Home l!nd School activities, I'm in
volved in Citizens' Group and during LIP I worked 
as information ,and Referral. I am now a member at 
large. I am also Chairwoman of C.O.B. Canadian 
Organized Blacks. 

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF DATE OF 

NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING 

The next Board of Directors' meeting will take 
place Saturday NOVEMBER 24th instead of No
vember 17th, at 9:45 A.M. at LASALLE HIGH 
SCHOOL, 8300 Georges, LASALLE. 

The members of the · Board of Directors will be 
treated to a tour of this new and very different high 
school under the guidance of the principal, Mr. lan 
Trasler. Keep this date open, for it prom'ises to be a • 
very interesting day. Lunch will be served. 

Valerie McFall, 4351 
Kensington, Montreal. 
482-1142. Elected Re
cording ~retary, Que
bec Federation of Home 
and School Associations. 
Mrs. McFall writes: 

Valine McFall 
Rec. Sec., QFHSA 

I was born and educated in Montreal. I graduated 
from West Hill High in 1957; for several years I 
worked in business, then married, and now have two 
children in elementary school and one pre-schooler. 
I have been active in Home and School for four 
years. For the past two years I was secretary of So
merled Home and School Association, and I am now 
beginning my first term as President of that Associa
tion. 

I also served last year on the Somerled School 
Committee, and was a member of the QFHSA Reso
lutions Committee. 

NEW AREA REPRESENTATIVES 
7 Montrea1West,Mr.FredSilk,53Curzon, Montreal 
263, 484-8517. 
Dorval, Mrs. Thompson, 9 Martin Avenue, Dorval, 
631-6872 
North West, Mr. D. Myers. 10510 Laurentides. Mt. 
459, 324-6556. 
Lakeshore, Mr. T.S. Dutton, 504 Beaurepaire Rd., 
Beaconsfield, 695-5108. 
Lakeshore, Mrs. J.G. Hunter, R.R. #l, Hudson, 
436-4975. 
Saguenay, Mr. D. Fern, 206 Gay Lussac, Arvida, 
548-7860. 
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fetI; and a multitude of other su~jects of equal im
portance to each one ot us. 

Take the question of drug education and drug 
abuse, the great dilemma of our time. A st!Jdv recently 
conducted by Dr. Richard Blum of Stanford University 
declares that schools are not effective in drug educa
tion, that instead, it is the family that shapes drug be
haviour. Dr. Blum adds that families, not schools, are 
determining children's attitudes and predispositions 
about drug use and that con,entional drug education in 
schools "will ne,er ha,e much of an impact on drug 
beha,ior." Dr. Blum then concludes, • • . "it is rather 
foolish to use schools to change matters ••• matters 
which are quite beyond the school's capabilities ..• ins
tead ••• it is the family that needs education, not about 
the pharmacology of drugs - they need that no more 
than the children need that - but about what kinds of 
parental action bring about what kinds of children later 
on." 

It is precisely this k.ind of parental action that 
can become acti,ated throuJh CHSP TF _programmes 
which can then be locally implemented. Parents dare 
not lea,e the resolution of this problem to schools, but 
must play a key role themsel,es, and one way to do it 
is through Home and School. . 

Speaking of drug education, one of the decisions 
taken by delegates at the Con,ention resulted in a 
recommendation to the Canadian government that ma
rijuana be placed under the jurisdiction of the Food 
and Drug Act (rather than the Criminal Code). 

It would take much more space than is available 
to me in this column to fully co,er the scope of Home 
and School acti,ity and programmes on a national 
level. Suffice it to say your membership in your local 
Home and School Association, which in turn carries 
with it membership in the Canadian Federation, is a 
well-warranted in,estment and continues to pay divi
dends to you, in so many way~, even though some of 
them may be unknown to you. 

The statement of a former President of Canadian 
Federation Mr. C.M. Bedford, is as applicable 'today 
as it was when it was first made in 1964: "At the pre
sent time, your Canadian Home & School Federation 
is the only national people's organization primarily · 
concerned with educational matters for Canadian chil
dren and youth. We are a national educational parlia
ment. As such our potential for good is tremendous." 

NEW CEGEP COMMITTEE 

HOLDS INITIAL 

MEETING 

The recently organized CEGEP Committee held 
its first meeting on October I 7th, 1973 in Mount 
Royal High School. Seventeen interested parents 
from various parts of Montreal, the suburbs and off 
island were present, all with a keen desire to become 
more knowledgeable and aware of the CEGEP level 
of education. 

As the. first phase of their program, the members 
will visit each of the five English Language CE
G EPs. Interviews are presently being arranged with 
the Academic deans, and teacher and student repre
sentatives. These intervie~s. hopefully, will provide 
the committee with a basic understanding of this 
junior college system in general. 

On November 14th the committee will reconvene 
to compare the results of these interviews. At that 
point, according to the chairman, Marvyn Kussner, 
--we may wish to proceed to specific points of con
cern and interest. It is the intention of this commit
tee to acquaint itself with the CEGEP system and to 
offer its assistance as a parent group. Any parent 
wishing to actively participate in this program · is 
welcome to contact any member of the committee:· 

QFHSA CEGEP Committee members are the 
following: Mrs. C. Amarica (Malcolm Campbell); 
Mrs. Pauline Ashton (Westmount High); Mrs. D. 
Chant (MacDonald High); Mrs. R. Glisserman 
(Westminster); Mrs. J. Goldberg (Mount Royal 
High); Mrs. L. Liberman (Northv1ew); Mrs. ll Mac
Gillivray (Verdun}; Mr. C. Parfett (St. Lambert); 
Mr.· R. Pilkington (St. Bruno); Mrs. R. Quince (La
chine); Mrs. D. Rebner(MountRoyalHigh); Mrs. 
F. Herman (Wagar); Mr. L. Roberts (St. Lambert); 
Mrs. M. Rosen (Wagar); Mrs. R. Sembera· (Outre
mont High) Mr. H. Wainwright (Northview Ele
mentary) . 
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EDUCATION ROUND-ABOUT 

BOUQUETS TO: Prince Charles and Thomas 
H. Bowes Home and School Association of Chome
dey, Laval, for having been the first to invite QFHSA 
Board of Directors to hold tts first "off-island" meet
ing at their school... TO: last years' Sunnydale Park 
Home and School Association Executive for having 
made Tom Wilkinson, caretaker of Sunnydale 
Park School, an Honorary Life Member of their 
Association. Mr. Wilkinson was given a plaque and 
the membership at Sunnydale's General Meeting last 
spring for the outstanding service he has contributed 
to the Association .. . TO: _Mrs. J . Healy, Area Repre
sentative for the LaSalle Area, who has arranged with 
the local newspaper "The LaSalle Messenger" to 
have a weekly column entitled "Home and School 
News", and to have each local association provide 
items for the column .. . TO: Leatrice Kaplan of 
Wagar Home and School Association, who is most 
faithful in attending meetings of the Island Council. 
Despite the hard seats, impossible acoustics, and 
long hours of discussion and wrangle, Mrs. Kaplan 
is there, A WATCHFUL OBSERVER FOR Home 
and School ... AND FINALLY TO: Ruth Level of 
Seigniory Home and School Association, who in a 
kind nolt' i,assed on the encouraging information 
that last issue's page one editorial had been reprinted 
in the Lakeshore Teachers' Newsletter, and that our 
President's Message had been copied and distributed 
to all Seigniory teachers by the Vice Principal of the 
school. 

• • • 
A BUNCH OF PARSNIPS TO: whoever is res

ponsible in the CBC for the scheduling of the docu
mentary series "The Days Before Yesterday" as 
late as IO P.M. on Sunday night. It may come as a 
surprise, but children today are often very interested 
in Canadian history. Why schedule a Canadian his
tori~al series that gives every promise of being both 
educational and interesting at an hour when the 
younger teens are making their way to bed? ... Any
way, watch it for yourselves; it begins November 
4th. 

AND A SPRIG OF POISON IVY TO: whoever 
in the Department of Education decided that the per
formances of Youtheatre which were formerly sub
sidized by the PSBGM in their schools are now' an 
inadmissible expense. Parents who have seen the 
delight of their own children sitting on the gym floor 
watching a performance in the round of "Jack in the 
Beanstalk" or "Hansel and Gretel" will know what 
a cultural loss this is for the children deprived of 
this experience today. 

• • • 
PROGRAM CHAIRMEN wanting an additional 

item to round out a program may be interested in a 
fifteen minute film on the Quebec Student Intra
Exchange Program, which arranges summer exchan
ges of Quebec students, English and French-speak
ing, between IO and 13 years of age. Cost for the 
rental of the film is two dollars. Cost for a speaker on 
the subject, if requested, is the amount of the spea
ker's travelling expenses. Phorte 845-9163, or write 
to 1117 St. Catherine St. West, Suite 521, Montreal 
l IO ... And if your association wants to invite Youth
eatre to perform to your children in your school, 
phone 844-8781, or write: Y outheatre, 1585 St. Law
rence Blvd., Montreal. This year Montreal's only 
English-language full-time professional theatre for 
young audiences is presenting Aesop's Fables for 
kindergarten to Grade Three, and selections from the 
Canterbury Tales for older elementary school pupils. 

• • • 
JUST A COINCIDENCE BUT ... at the same 

time as the news about Y outheatre, there comes a 
communique (via Telbec) from the Department of 
Cultural Affairs about a grant of $31,792 to a chil
dren's educational theatre (Le Theatre educatif pour 
enfants, les Pissenlits) for 120 performances of 
"Ti-Jean et Margoton", from September 1973 to the 
end of March 1974 in various regi(i)ns of the province. 

• • • 
WE THINK WE ARE MAYBE GETTING 

THROUGH TO: the Department of Education, at 
least about the student's cumulative record. The 

latest version does incorporate suggestions made _in 
previous Home and School resolutions, but read the 
articles on page .5 ot this issue, to know what to look 
out for ... And if you're wondering about the choices 
of subjects offered to our students at the High School 
level, you'll be interested in a course a mother I 
know told me about. Her son chose "Bachelor 
Survival." What's it all about? Bachelor Survival? 
It's a course teaching men and boys how to live alone 
in an apartment! 

• • • 
WE KNOW HOME AND SCHOOL GOT 

THROUGH TO: Party organizers during the recent 
election campaign on the subjects of teacher declas
sification, student-teacher norms, bilingualism 
grants, the government bookbuying policy, etc. 
Some organizers got themselves some hasty briefing 
and coached their candidates to face the barrage of 
questions Home and Schoolers (who are usually the 
knowledgeable parents in a group) put to the can
didates. Out on the West Island, the president of one 
Liberal Riding Association, even approached Home 
and school presidents to ask them not to arrange 
embarrassing meetings where the candidate would 
be hard put to defend the educational policies of the 
government. I'm told· Home and Schooler remained 
firm in their purpose. 

• • • 
WE'RE WONDERING: why a body such a!> the 

Island Council elected by parents is so un-parent 
oriented. When the Parents' Committee of LaSalle · 
sent a delegation to the September meeting of the 
Council to request the restoration of bus service for 
their children, they were too coldly received by the 
chairman with a statement of the government norms. 
It augurs ill if the coldness we often associate with 
bureaucrats, becomes a quality of the parent-elected 
Island Council... And talking of the Island Council, 
The council's subcommittl!e for further restructura
tion of the School Boards on the Island of-Montreal 
was set up recently. At the time of writing this com
mittee has not yet had a meeting. How then, can the 
Lakeshore News and Chronicle of October I Ith re
port that the plans for the new comprehensive French 
language High School may be held up because the 
restructuration committee is to even out the number 
of students in each board to approximately 35,000? 
Who decides the size of the future boards, if not the 
Restructuration Committee which has not yet 
met? Or is the Island Council, or part of it, only a 
cover for Departmental policy? WE'RE WONDER
ING. 

• • • 
WE'RE WONDERING TOO about the role of 

the CEGEPS. We thought they were to provide a 
broad education for their students, both general 
and professional. But some parents complain that 
the CEGEPS prefer to accept students who have 
taken courses in Functions Chem Study, and Phy
sics,. rather than other students who are equally 
eligible for a desired course. There is a whisper 
about Quebec needing a scientific and technological 
elite which the CEGEP is to foster. Well, maybe our 
QFHSA CEGEP Committee will study this one. 

• • • 
AND IN THE "WHY DOESN'T" CATEGORY: 

Why doesn't the Federal Government, via the CBC 
and the CRTC implement English language T .V. in 
the Saguenay-Lake St. John Region? The Saguenay 
Valley Home and School Association would like to 
know the answer. In August 1973 an application for 
French language T. V. for eort-au-Port in Newfound
land, was approved; in that region the Francophone 
population is 1%. In the Lake St. John area, the En
glish-speaking population is 5%. There is more
over, a strong demand for English T.V., not only 
from the English-speaking population, but also and 
especially from the Francophone population who 
have supported and participated in committees and 
petitions asking for English T. V. Other regions 
with a population of less than the 250,000 of the 
Saguenay-St. John area are being served in both 
languages. Has the Federal Government taken a 
decision about small pockets of English· language 

Etfucation 
Round Up 

people in the province of Quebec that we don't know 
about? WE'RE WONDERING ... 

• • • 
AND IN THE GASPE: parents are watching the 

educational structure in Murdbchville, where, by 
referendum, parents voted to keep their children out 
of the polyvalent which would have meant long hours 
travelling by bus. Instead, in M urdochville, the 
schooling is provided locally. ARd parents in other 
Gaspe communities whose children spend long 
hours on the bus, or whose children are boarded 
away from home Monday through to Friday lb 
attend the distant polyvalent school in Bonaven
ture, are trying to assess the benefib of the two sys
tem~. 

• • • 
AS ALWAYS, BUT ESPECIALLY NOW, there 

are lots of nice things in Focus on the Locals -
plans for Christmas Bazaars and Book Fairs, and 
splendid events like the Silver Jubilee of St. Lambert 
Home and School Association, and the 20th anni
versary of the Algonquin Association, and news of a 
Home and School Association rising almost with the 
first' breath of existence of the new LaSalle High 
School. Tremendous! 

l{ave a happy holiday, everyone. 

PROBLEMS WITH RECEIPT OF THE "NEWS"? 

Are- you getting your copy of the "News" on 
time? Are you getting more than one copy of the 
"News"? Are you not receiving the "News" even 
though you are a paid-up member of a Home and 
School Association? Do you require additional co
pies of the "News" for a membership promotion? 
Take these kinds of questions, and any others con
cerning the receipt of the "News" to Mrs. J (Jo) 
Katz, 138 Desrochers, Laval des Rapides, 688-1589. 
"Jo" is the circulation manager for the News. She'll 
help you with your problem. 

S.O.S. THE "NEWS" NEEDS HELP! 

We need cartoonists, photographers, people to 
help solicit advertising, writers, professional or semi
professional, who can cover a given assignment, and 
typists (preferably living in the vicinity of the editor) 
who will help make a final clean copy of the "Ne~s". 
The editor's fingers (never very able with things me
chanical anyway) are failing under the immensity of 
typing the "News". 

SINCERE THANKS to Mrs. Betty Lang and 
Mrs. Lenore Rapkin who have agreed to act as proof
readers for the "News". 
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THE STUDENT'S 
CUMULATIVE RECORD 

It's better than before, 
but.. . implementation at the 
board level requires some guide
lines. 

Order in Council 2284-73. the new 
version of the Student's Cumulative 
School Record has been published. 
The new order in the keeping of school 
records in the province of Quebec has 
arrived. Let it be emphasized that the 
regulation governing the cumulative 
school record is a considerable ·im
provement over previous practices 
under many school hoard:-, and ful
fills in some instances conditions sug
gested in Home and School resolutions 
over the past several years. 

It spells out the rights of parents 
and ~tudcnls to consult the record and 
provides du.c process for revision. It 
clearly limits consultation of the re
cord to people within the educational 
framework who deal with the indivi
dual pupil: others arc permitted to 
view the record only with the express: 
written request of the pupil or guar
·dian . For example, marks can be re
leased to a •potential .employer if the 
pupil :,;o r~9ucsts this action of his 
board 111 writing. 

It provides for the keeping of a re
gistry of all such consultations of a 
record, and this includes teachers. 

It places responsibility on and pro
vides for some tlcxihililY. at the board 
level rcg:m.ling the dct:11ls of consulta
tion procedure (i .e .• where record:- arc 
kept, etc). and the collecting, and rc
cordini( of certain data such as schol
arity of parents, participation in stu
;1ri1y of rrnrcnts, participation in stu
dent activities, to name two items 
which nrny raise questions in some 
minds. Since the new order in council 
docs provide the Boards with some 
·ncxihility, it is relevant for Home and 
Schoolers to ascertain how their par
ticular hoard will he making certain 
decisions. 

What procedures will provide ac
cess to your child's records for you 
and the professionals in contact with 
your child'! And how is your principal 

Editorial Note: 

Home and Schoolers may derive 
some satisfaction from the new vcr~ion 
of the Cumulative School Record . It 
docs bring decisions down to the hoard 
level; it docs allow for parental access 
lo the record; it docs suggest that 
changes in the record may be made. al
though the procedure for this is not 
spelled out. It has removed many of 
the questionable "snoopy" items that 
Home and School objected to pre
viously. It docs ~ccm a rc~ponsc to 
apprehensions stated in earlier I tome 
and School resolutions. 

llowcvcr. it should he noted that a 
whole "grey'' area exists where im
portant decisions :ire left u·p to the 
hoard or to the principal. Clarification 
is needed here. Also the descriptive 
leaflet issued hy the Department of 
Education (which Mr. Goodchild men
tions). grunted that it is much simpler 
reading. is not a true substitute for ·a 
reading of the actual regulation. One 
could hardly cxpc~t such a leaflet to 

going to manage the task of trans
cribing the present records on to the 
new forms'! 
THE BALL IS CLEARLY IN 
OUR COURT. 

We have asked for dccision-mak ing 
at the board level. The commissioners 

,can take the decision to con~ult. The 
Lakcshorc School Board ha~ c~tah
lishcd an ad hoc committee of hoard 
members, admini:-.trators, rcprc~cnta"I 
lives of teachers association:-., and par
ents both School Committee and 
Home and School, to :-.tudy the regula
tion and advise the hoard how it may 
best serve the children of their com
munity. 

A:-.k your school commissioner what 
your hoard is doing. 
Ask your principal what guidance 
he has received. 
Ask your teachers' associations if 
you can pool your concerns. 
Don't expect "Mary" to do it. Do 
it your:-.elf! 
The new form indic:1tcs that all in

formation. both optional and compul
sory, in the regulation, will find a 
"home" on the form. It docs NOT 
indicate which information i:-. optional 
on the form. The temptation to he on 
the safe side and fill up all the spaces 
will he strong; in some instances this 
•might he some advantage to the stu
dent. However, information which 
could he of short term advantage lo a 
:-.tudcnt ~hould he part of a personal 
record rather than of the permanent 
cumulative record which is to he main
tained for fifty years al the school! 

IF OPTIONAL INFORMATION 
DISADVANTAGEOlJS TO OlJR. 
CHILDREN, IS INCUJDED IN 
THESE RECORDS, WE HA VE 
ONLY OURSELVES TO BLAME. 

Sl~ far we have hccn dealing "within 
the law" and the option~ open lo 
school hoards. 1 lowcvcr, a~ a result of 
the foregoing cxcrci~c parents should 
become acutely aware of those item~ 
of information considered compul
sory. Changes in thi~ arc;,1 fall within 
the responsibility of the mini~tcr. 

indicate any reason for concern about 
the cumulative record. 

I tome and Schoolers may find it 
helpful to know that in the Ministry 
of Education there i:-. a department 
known as the Regional Scrvite Bureau. 
with units in Chicoutimi. Three Rivers. 
Montreal, Rouyn. Rimouski, Quebec 
City, Sherbrooke, llull, and llautc
rivc . One of the specific tasks of this 
Regional Bureau is "lo help set up 
the cumulative record and the school 
report; to help elaborate guidelines 
with' regard to the cumulative record 
and the school report." (Ec/11catio11 in 
Qw•hec, p. 280). tr you wish a depart
mental an,wcr about an aspect of the 
Cumulative School Record. Cllll~ult the 
Regional Bureau unit nearest to you. 
It should he in the 'phone hook under 
Government of Quebec. Department 
of Education, Regional Bureau. or 
write to the General Coordinator of 
the Regional Bureaus, Jean-Guy Ven
nes. Department of Education, Edifice 
G, 24th lloor. Quebec.GI A I H2. 

Winifred Potter, 
Editor, the News 

i:age S 

The Student's Cumulative Record 

J>crhap~ a~ a criterion we can lake 
the position that only items ncccs
!'lary and u~crul for all :-.tudcnts ~hould 
he compulsory, and that all others use
ful in certain in~tance~ ~hould he op
tional. Where. then, would we place a 
kindergarten evaluation (cliinpubory). 
results of blanket provincial lc~ting 
(compubory). whether parent~ arc dc
cca~ed (compubory). 

Should the rc~ult of new Secondary 
V tc:-.ling which ha!', not been u~cd 
long enough lo c~lahli!->h predictive 
validity he entered on the "Permanent 
record:- of thi, year', ~tudent~ and 
maintained for fifty year~'! 

Bear in mind that thi~ regulation 
is an hone~! and in many way~ an cf.:
fcctivc attempt lo serve the !->ludcnh 
of Quebec. There ha~ hccn a great deal 

Hara is Something for you 
that has NOT gone up in Price I! I 

Once again Quebec Federation offers 
· Premiere Passbooks, and the price is 

STILL $8.50- THE SAME AS LAST 
YEAR. The vouchers allow you to enjoy 
good restaurants and entertainment at 
very reduced prices. 

The '74 Premiere will be set up in 
five sections with about 100 pages. There 
will be 25% more coupons than the 
current edition. 

Most of our regulars are back in the 
way of restaurants with the addition of 
many new names to Premiere. Some of 
these are Le Vieux Amsterdam, Fort de 
Uesse Dining Room, Katsura J apa
nese Restaurant, La Baratte, Auberge 

... to be maintained for 
50 years after graduation! 

of prior consultation . At ~omc point 
one must cease planning and act. and 
only through the action can further 
refinements and needed improvements 
he made. 

WE OWE IT TO OUR CIHL
DREN lo become familiar with the 
provision~ in thi!', regulation; to u,c the 
righh of in~pcction now granted, and 
to make ·rcprc,entalion~ concerning 
future provi:-.ion~ and local implemen
tation. 

Joan Riches, 
Pa~t Prc~idcnt. 
Seigniory I tome and School 
Association, 
Ql-'IISA liai~on with PAPT-PACT 
Curriculum Council. 
Comm i~~ioncr. Lakcshorc School 
Board . 

le Belle Poule in Old Montreal, La Rus
tica downtown Montreal, both Howard 
Johnson's locations, and a number from 
Ottawa like Talisman Village, Cafe de 
la Bonne Fourchette, plus more in Ver
mont such as Cafe Shelburne and Har
bor Hide a Way. 

Informal dining has McDonald's, 
A & W, Mike's Wallbanger Steak 
House, King of Pizza, etc. 

So here is the way to cont1nuing dining 
out, and keep the cost down. And -
don't forget Christmas is on its way -
Premiere Passbooks make excellent 
Christmas and anniversary gifts that 
you won't have to go out in the snow 
and cold to get. 

Send your cheque to Quebec Federa
tion and order NOW. 

SKI WESTERN CANADA-JASPER -

(Co-Ed Teens) 

December 22, 1973 -January 01, 1974 

Tour includes: 

( 

- Round trip transportation 
- Round trip transfers 
- Lodging 
- Two (2) meals daily 
- Qualified supervision 
- FREE SKI LESSONS 

$265.00 per person 

CALL MISS ETTA: 735-4528 

Voyages GO Travel 

5450 Cote des Neiges Road 

Montreal H3T IY6, Quebec 

; 
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THE QFHSA LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 

Some two hundred delegates from all over Quebec as far east as Gaspe and 
as far west as Hull crowded the foyer of Westmount High School before the 
opening plenary session at 9:30 A.M. October 20th of the QFHSA Semi-Annual 
Leadership Conference. The delegates were welcomed by William Miller, Pre
sident, QFHSA, who then introduced his executive, and the conference's two 
chairwomen, Alison Irwin and Maybelle Durkin. Mrs. Irwin outlined the format 
of the Conference: eight concurrent workshops dealing with the following topics: 
Developing Leadership Skills; Membership Development; Program Projects; 
Legislation and Resolutions; A financially Sound Association; Effective Area 
Directors; Communications; and Liaison with School Committees. The ninth 
workshop, Problems of Off-island Home and School Associations, was cancelled 
because oflow registration. 

Throughout the day Rudi Hamilton, Betty O'Connell and many assistants 
had all of the arrangements well under control; the close cooperation of West
mount High was evident. Their students acting as ushers and aides, their help with 
lunch and coffee, was unstinting and contributed to the success of the conference. 
The afternoon panel discussion was moderated by Betty Shapiro of the Montreal 
Gazette and gave the audience four different, but, on the whole, complimentary 
views of the role of Home and School and how it may develop in the future. 

Later, the Associate Deputy Minister of Education, Mr. Sylvester F. White, 
fielded questions which had been submitted earlier in writing. The availability of 
School Committee Regulations in English, the cost of an examination of the ef
fectiveness of the CEGEPs, the book purchasing policy of the Government give 
an indication of the wide range of questions asked. Many of Mr. White's answers 
are re.corded on page 8 of the News. 

Because the question period with Mr. White proved extremely informative 
to the delegates, time ran out before the closing skit "It's About Us" could be 
performed. None of the participants in the skit seemed disappointed at not tread
ing the boards, however. The conference ended happily with a gift book being 
e_resented to Westmount High students for their school library as a token of 
QFHSA 's appreciation of their help; with St. Lambert Association returning 
home with a gift book for having the largest number of delegates present; with 
two other associations winning gift books with lucky draws from the evaluation 
sheets, and with Mrs. S. Hooff of Westmount Park Association winning the prize 
hoskey tickets for the ample discussion she provided on the questionnaire from 
the Resolutions and Policy Co'!}mittee. Most delegates returned to their locals 

ua.L.:::.......:.._ ___ ..,.,;1. with renewed enthusiasm, and hopefully a stronger organization will be the result. 

A moment in the workshop on 
"'Legislation and Resolutions." 
Bill Asherman (far right) makes 
his point, while Mrs. Millicent 
Goldberg (centre) takes the re
cord. 

Gavin Turley, Executive Direc
tor, Westmount YMCA, listens 
toughtnully at the head of the 
table while William· Miller 
QFHSA President, deals whh 
the topic "Developing Leader
ship Skills." 

One of the eight concurrent work
shops which were held at the 
Semi-Annual conference which 
took place on Saturday, October 
20th at Westmount High School. 
Here, Ken Harrison, leader of 
the workshop "A Financially 
Sound Association," leads the 
discussion, while Fay Richard
son, to his left, takes the record. 

QUEBEC HOME & SCH 

C 
Excerpts taken from a transcript of 

Mr. Jan Tras/er's remarks during the 
panel discussion at the Leadership Con
ference. 

I have a real concern that the Home 
and School is needed more now· than 
ever before. It is quite obvious provin
cially during the past few years start
ing with the Parent Report that there is 
a real need for parents to be organized 
on a province-wide basis. Too much 
has happened in education in the last 
few year:, for parents not to be invol
ved. I think that for all of us the real 
problem has been that, since the De
partment of Education was formed, we 
have all been running and at no time 
have we been able to sit down and real
ly work out guidelines and decide 
where we are going and what we should 
be doing. Possibly, we are reaching a 
stage now, after this marathon, that we 
have a breather .rnd can look at what 
we should be doing. THE ONE 
THING WE DO NEED IS A BODY 
AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL. 

THE NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Locally, becau:,e of the high cost of 

education more and more volunteer 
work, I feel, is needed in the school:,. 
This i:, something that ha:, been taking 
place in the ho~pitab for years; it i~ 
something that i:, growing within the 
schools. If we can't get more teacher 
time, then more and more ~e will 
need volunteer time from parent:, so 
that our teacher:, will be able to do the 
job they are trained for. I don't mean 
that we will have parent!> doing boring 
jobs. On the contrary, many that I :,ee 
in the :,chools enjoy the work they are 
doing and have found it a real expe
rience to get in:,ide that building and 
look at it from a different view - you 
might say with their :,on's or daugh
ter's eyes. 

WHAT HOME AND SCHOOL 
CANDO 

Because of the educational change:, 
taking place we need a parent body to 
organize workshops in cooperation 
with the ~chool committee. I would 
like to stress this very much, becau:,e 
I know that in certain school area:, 
the School Committee, the body you 
might say that is · legally constituted 
by the Government, and the Home 
and School are at odd:,. There is, a de
finite place for the school committees 
and there is a definite place for the 
Home and School. What I do with 
my own groups ir1' my school is to have 
the two groups :,it down and work out 
exactly what they feel are the guide
lines under which each body should 
operate. 

The budgets that are being handed 
down from the bland Council and the 
Regional Boards under the Govern
ment norms mean that some of the 
things we have taken from granted 
like extra books for libraries will be 
cut back. This is inevitable until the 
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Gavin Turley, Executive Direc
tor, Westmount YMCA, listens 
toughtnully at the head of the 
table while William· Miller, 
QFHSA President, deals with 
the topic "Developing Leader
ship Skills." 

One of the eight concurrent work
shops which were held at the 
Semi-Annual conference which 
took place on Saturday, October 
20th at Westmount High School. 
Here, Ken Harrison, leader of 
the workshop "A Financially 
Sound Association," leads the 
discussion, while Fay Richard
son, to his left, takes the record. 

QUEBEC HOME & SCHOOL NEWS 

( 
Excerpts taken from a transcript of 

Mr. Ian Trasler's remarks during the 
panel discussion at the Leadership Con
ference. 

I have a real concern that the Home 
and School is needed more now than 
ever before. It is quite obvious provin
cially during the past few years start
ing with the Parent Report that there is 
a real need for parents to be organized 
on a province-wide basis. Too much 
has happened in education in the last 
few year~ for parents not to be invol
ved. I think that for all of us the real 
problem has been that, since the De
partment of Education was formed, we 
have all been running and at no time 
have we been able to sit down and real
ly work out guidelines and decide 
where we are going and what we should 
be doing. Possibly, we are reaching a 
stage now, after this marathon, that we 
have a breather and can look at what 
we should be doing. THE ONE 
THING WE DO NEED IS A BODY 
AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL. 

THE NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Locally, becau"e of the high co..,t of 

education more and more volunteer 
work, I feel, is needed in the schools. 
This is something that ha~ been taking 
place in the hospitals for years; it is 
something that is growing within the 
schools. If we can't get more teacher 
time, then mort: and more v._e will 
need volunteer time from parents so 
that our teacher" will be able to do the 
job they are trained for. I don't mean 
that we will have parenb doing boring 
jobs. On the contrary, many that I "ee 
in the schools enjoy the work they are 
doing and have found 1t a real expe
rience to get inside that building and 
look at it from a different view - you 
might say with their ..,on·~ or daugh
ter's eyes. 

WHAT HOME AND SCHOOL 
CANDO 

Because of the educational change.., 
taking place we need a parent body to 
organize workshops in cooperation 
with the ..,chool committee. I would 
like to stress this very much, because 
I know that in certain school area.., 
the School Committee, the body you 
might say that is legally constituted 
by the Government, and the Home 
and School are at odd..,. There is, a de
finite place for the school committees 
and there is a definite place for the 
Home and School. What I do with 
my own groups irl' my school is to have 
the two groups sit down and work out 
exactly what they feel are the guide
lines under which each body should 
operate. 

The budgets that are being handed 
down from the Island Council and the 
Regional Boards under the Govern
ment norms mea n that some of the 
things we have taken from granted 
like extra books for libraries will be 
cut back. This is inevitable until the 

Home and School- , 
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WITH: 

Home and School - Why? Wha 

financial situations stabilize. I can 
foresee the growing need for the rais
ing of money for schools. I can see 
Home and School becoming again very 
much involved in that area. There have 
been, and there is a continuing need. 

Another point: we need a forum 
for the exchange of ideas of what our 
youngsters need and what they should 
be taught. The Home and School is 
the body that should continue to or
ganize these forums such as the meet
ing we are having here today. Because 
the more parents are involved, the 
better the understanding of the pro
blems facing all groups. 

HOME AND SCHOOL - THE 
WHAT? 

I am afraid here I will "pend very 
little time because I think the "What" 
will come out in the last section. 
Personally I have always viewed the 
Home and School as an intere"ted 
group of parents that the school 
needs. I will be quite honest with you. 
I know that many of the Home and 
School A"sociations feel that we a.., ad
ministrators and po~sibly a.., teachers 
have put up with you as •..l nece..,"ary 
evil. I think that that attitudt: is an old 
one. I certainly hope that the Home 
and School will no longer feel this I 
think that there ha" been quite a chan
ge in the past ten year~, certainly in 
the last five years where it i.., quite ob
vioJJS that we as professionals very 
much need your participation in 
"choob and in ju"t what i~ happen
ing'? 

HOME AND SCHOOL -
THE WHERE? 

Where do I see the Home and School 
acting? I don't see any great change 
becau"e of the addition of the School 
Committee. Within the ~chool I see the 
need for a continual cooperation be
tween the Home and School, Adminis
trators and, of course, the teacher.., of 
the school. Now there i" an additional 
need we have to make sure of this 
cooperation between the School Com
mittee and the Home and School. Pos
~ibily J .~implified too much by ..,aying 
that I look upon School Committees 
a" an Educational Committee of the 
Home and School Associations. I 
know the government wouldn't proba-
bly agree with this definition, but I 
think that's the spirit that they are 
really involved with or should be in
volved with. The Parents Committee 
or the School Committee rather is 
looking_ at the individual needs of the 
individual "chool, and they are taking 
this on to the Regional Board. But 
the wider scope? There I v.,ould hope 
to ~ee cooperation between the School 
Co m mittee and the Home and School. 
The fir st body could pass it on to the 
Home and School so that it could be 
taken fo rward. The Home and School 
+s co ncerned with all aspect-. of educa-
t io n, not j ust the part of the School 
C ommittee. 

Joan Riches, Commissioner, 
LSB. 

John Gardiner, PSBGM 
Michael Berger, Q.C. 

Ian Trasler, Principle, LaSalle 
High School. 

Moderated by Betty Shapiro. 
Montreal Gazette. 

Mrs. Shapiro welcomed the del
egates and complimented them on 
being involved, well informed parents. 

THE SITUATION OFF-ISLA 

Off island we have the 
school board, and I think 
School Committee going dire 
Regional Board we have a 
there in function. I don't see tt 
out Home and School in l: 

The School Committee still 
go past the Regional Boards. 
nothing in the law that alloM 
Therefore, even off-island 'n 
Hon:ie and School to take the 
the GovernmenC And if toda 
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Home and School 

,nancial situations stabilize. I can 
)resee the growing need for the rais-
1g of money for schools. I can see 
Iome and School becoming again very 
1uch involved in that area. There have 
een, and there is a continuing need . 

Another point: we need a forum 
)r the exchange of ideas of what our 
oungsters need and what they should 
e taught. The Home and School is 
,e body that !>hould continue to or
anize these forums such as the meet-
1g we are having here today. Because 
,e more parents are involved, the 
etter the understanding of the pro
lem!,, fac ing all groups. 

IOME AND SCHOOL - THE 
VHAT? 

I am afraid here I will spend very 
ttle time because I think the "What" 
,ill come out in the last section. 
'ersonally I have always viewed the 
lome and School as an intere!>ted 
roup of parents that the school 
eeds. I will be quite honest with you. 
know that many of the Home · and 

chool A!,,sociations feel that we a:-. ad-
1 inistrators and possibly a:-. teachers 
ave put up with you as -a nece!>!>ary 
vii. I th ink that that attitude is an old 
ne. I certainly hope that the Home 
nd School will no longer feel thb I 
1ink that there has been quite a chan
e in the past ten year:-., certainly in 
1e last five years where it i~ quite ob
ioHs that we as professionals very 
1uch need your participation in 
:hoots and in ju~t what i:-. happen-
1g? 

lOME AND SCHOOL -
"HE WHERE? 

Where do I see the Home and School 
cting'? I don't see any gr.!at change 
ecau!,,e of the addition of the School 
·ommittee. Within the school I sec the 
eed for a continual cooperation be-
1veen the Home and School, Adminis
·aton, and, of course, the teacher~ of 
1e school. Now there is an additional 
eed we have to make sun: of this 
)operation between the School Com-
1ittee and the Home and School. Pos
bily 1 ~implified too much by ~aying 
1at I look upon School Committees 
s an Educational Committee of the 
lame and School Associations. I 
now the government wouldn't proba-
ly agree with this definition, but I 
1ink that's the spirit that they are 
:ally involved with or should be in
olved with. The Parents Committee 
r the School Committee rather is 
iok ing_ at the individual needs of the 
1dividual school, and they are taking 
1is on to the Regional Board. But 
1e wider scope? There I \\-Ould hope 
> :-.ee cooperation between the School 
ommittee and the Home and School. 
he fin,t body could pass it on to the 
lome and School so that it could be 
1ken forward . The Home and School 
concerned with all aspect!> of educa

on, not just the part of the School 
ommittee. 

Joan Riches, Commissioner, 
LSB. 

John Gardiner, PSBGM 

Michael Berger, Q.C. 

Ian Trasler, Principle, LaSalle 
High School. 

Moderated by Betty Shapiro. 
Montreal Gazette. 

Mrs. Shapiro welcomed the del
egates and complimented them on 
being involved, well informed parents. 

Why? What? Where? and How? 

THE SITUATION OFF-ISLAND 

Off island we have the Regional 
school board, and I think with the 
School Committee going direct to the 
Regional Board we have a structure 
there in function. I don't see that it cuts 
out Home and School in any way. 
The School Committee still does not 
go past the Regional Boards. There is 
nothing in the law that allows for this. 
Therefore, even off-island 'needs the 
Ho('Qe and Scho.QI to take the issues to 
the Government. And if today anyone 
believes there are no issues that should 
be taken to the government, he must 
be burying his head in the sand. 

HOME~ND SCHOOL
THE HOW? 

How? to me this is the most difficult 
part. We have tried General meetings, 
large general meetings, and you are 
lucky if you get 25 or 30. We have tried 
workshops; the results seem to be bet
ter. 

Anything I say here is not a criticism 
of what we have been doing; it is only 
looking at the thing and figuring what 
will work. There is a lot of work that 
has to be done, but getting down to the 
nitty gritty of it, how do we make it 
work? 

It was interesting in my own school 
situation, a new school, that when 
we :-.et up the Home and School and the 
School Committee, there was practi
cally a division of sex. All the ladies 
ended up on the Home and School, 
and all the men ended up on the School 
Committee. Now, I'm not sure whether 
they just don't get on together down 
there, but I think basically it shows a 
view of what Home and School is, I'm 
sorry to say. 

I think the men still look upon it in 
the old view as being a tea party for the 
ladies to get together in the evenings, 
because they have nothing else to do. 
Somehow we have to change that con
cept, because there is just too much im
portant work to be done. We have to 
change it because more and more there 
are jobs that a Home and School 
shoutd be doing that are being taken 
over by other bodies. 

CHALLENGES THA'T HOME AND 
SCHOOL SHOULD ACCEPT 

-......~::r., There are other groups that have 

THE SITUATION ON THE ISLAND 
OF MONTREAL 

The on-Island situation I see as a 
different one. I see here a structure, the 
Island Council, not one I fear, but one 
which could become a supra-board 
second in power to the Department of 
Education itself. I think this is quite 
'.1 realistic view - a body represent
mg the total population of the island of 
Montreal could well become a very 
very very strong body in its represen
t~t1on to the Department of Educa
t10n and to the Government. The Pa
rents' Committee can make recom
mendations to their ·board, which can 
then take those recommendations di
rectly to the Island Council, but the 
Hom~ and School still has the right to 
go directly to the Island Council or 
~irectly to the Department of Educa
t10n . 

She then introduced the panel mem
bers and commented on the differences 
ofopinion among then on both speci
fic and general issues in education. 

Mr. Traster was the first speaker. 
His remarks during the panel are given 
in fairly full measure from a trans
cript of the tape recording of the panel, 
preceeding this general description of 
the panel. -

Mr. John Gardiner dealt mainly 
with the problems of inner-city schools. 
He suggested that Home and School is 
weak or non-existent in these areas. 
Help from associations outside the 
area could relieve some of the prob-

to work with Inner City schools be
cause Home and School couldn't even 
get in there and get it going. I'm not 
blaming Home and School, but that 
shows an area where they couldn't 
entice the parents into the type of asso
ciation where it could help. 

What has happened in the past five 
years has thrown much of the school 
into chaos. I think this is where the 
parents should be intervening. Pa
renrs continually tell me they don't 
~nderstand the problems. It is your 

J ob as parents to get after administra-
tors, teachers, and so on, and say, 
"Look, there is a problem here, we 
want to meet with you. We want to 
discuss it and see what we can do" . .. 

The area of curriculum I will leave 
alone ... other areas are the ones that 
concern me most. Bills that have been 
prepared to reorganize the structure 
of school boards; the overly large Re
gional Schools. If parents had got in-
volved much farther back, I wonder if 
these structures would have taken 
place. Th_e financial struggles that 
have taken place will continue to go on. 
The whole classification issue yes, 
you tried to do something about it, 
but many have ~aid, "I just don't un-
derstand." This issue alone is causing 
more trouble within the school right 
now. We just cannot get idealistic 
people working to top capacity with 

lems. He felt that the middle class 
values inherent in our school system 
are irrelevant in these areas, and cited 
statistics such as a 50% drop out rate, 
75% failure rate, and grade 11 reading 
level two years below average as proof 
that the system is failing these schools. 

Mrs. Kiches saw Home and School 
as an excellent training ground for 
parents to become involved and even
tually assume leadership not only 
in educational matters. but in all com
munity affairs. She described Home 
and School as a resource body for 
the circulation of information and 
ideas, and stressed that there is a great 
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the cuts they have been taking. This 
is something the parents could have 
got into. The High School Leaving 
Exams, the building pressures on 
school administrators, especially on 
the island, the building of overly large 
comprehensive schools; the financial 
limitations I've pointed out, the heat
ing and repairing of schools, all the 
things we in the PSBG M for example 
took for granted. We now have to 
deal with them, and there just is not 
enough money. I could go o'n. THERE 
ARE LOT OF PROBLEMS FOR 
YOU TO TACKLE. THERE IS 
LOTS YOU CAN DO. -
AGAIN - THE HOW 

Get away from General meetings. 
If you have a general meeting, p~si
bly use kids to get parents together for 
the first time. But once the parents are 
out, organize the meeting so that it 
goes into workshops or small groups. 
We have to get into small groups with 
parents before we look at the problem. 
Work out what you should be doing 
in your own areas and the needs of 
that area. They are different from every 
other area. Find out how many 
people are interested in specific things; 
work out all the to topics you think 
are of interest in your neigh
bourhood. Then advertise and find 
out how many are willing to sit down 
and work on a particular item. Carry 
out the work on these committees· as 
quickly as possible get the reports' in. 
Dont let it drag; keep pushing people 
to get it finished, so that you get it to 
the Home and School Executive. 

Become more involved with even
ing activities of students. Help with 
dances, sports. Open the school up. 
Other organizations are moving in -
Home and School can move in and are 
in some areas. The schools are there to 
be used in the evening. Organize the 
activities so that your sons and daugh
ters can be in more than they are now. 
Give services to the community at no 
profit such as French Classes, Art. I 
don't think we should make a profit in 
this organization; we should be doing 
it as a service. 

Parents should be attending Board 
Meetings or the Island Council. You 
should have members at the Regional 
Board meetings, the Island Council 
meetings. I feel you should also have 
an office in Quebec, although I know it 
is an involved procedure. YOU 
SHOULD BE A COORDINATING 

-GROUP FOR ALL GROUPS. You 
are the obvious body to organize all 
other bodies in a fight for the repre
sentation you want to make. You 
must become THE WATCHDOG OF 
ALL THAT IS HAPPENING IN 
QUEBEC. 

You have, you started that way, you 
moved tremendously in two or three 
years. Keep it up. Become vital, get 
as many people as you can involved. 
We need the parent involvement at all 
levels. THIS IS THE ONLY BODY 
THAT CAN DO IT. 

importance in the provincial role of 
Federation. , 

For Mr. Michael Berger Federation 
was taking too limited a view of its 
role, Education is a community affair, 
and not limited to parents, children 
and teachers. Too much emphasis had 
been placed on parent involvement 
and not enough on children. Federa
tion should broaden its scope to in
clude involvement with the environ
ment, i.e. political and social involve
ment, trade unionism, ecology, etc. 
Education is a complex mechanism and 
not an isolated academic area. 

Recorder, Norma Moore 
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Since this was Mr. White's initial appearance before Home and School 
members as Associate Deputy Minister, Mr. White took the time, before, the 
questions began, to state his involvement with Home and- School, first as a teach
er, later as a school commissioner, and then as an official with the Department of 
E_ducation. He explained what the responsibilities of an As,ociate Deputy Mi
mster were: 

"An earlier article in the Act (]:he Education Act) points out that there 
shall be one Associate Deputy Minister nominated after conversation with the 
Catholic Committee of the Superior Council, and there shall be anolher Asso
ciate Deputy Minister named after conversation with the Protestant Committee 
of the Superior Council. I am the second. 

Each Associate Deputy Minister shall be responsible for the guidance and 
general directions of the schools recognized as Catholic or Protestant as the case 
may be. He shall also exercise the powers of the Deputy Minister within the 
spheres determined by the Minister ... 

Now back to the question of representation. I feel it is my duty to repre
sent you and I have made it a point to attend as many meetings as I can of diffe
rent groups representing the Protestant community. The Quebec Association of · 
Protestant School Boards, the Association of General Directors of Protestant 
Schools, this association I consider very important. The Provincial Association 
of Protestant Teachers, and I may have forgotten some. I attend every meeting 
of the Protestant Committee of the Superior Council of Education. Is there 
anoiller I should list in this group? I intend-to attend as many meetings of these 
groups as I can so that I can do a reasonable job, if I can, of representing you and 
your points of view to the Department. 

I think there is another aspect to it as well. I feel I must represent the De-
partment to you as well as I can." 

QUESTION: When will the to our Ministry and will be the object 
amended regulations with of study and discussion with Federal 
regard to School Committees authorities, I am sure 
be available in English? QUESTION: IT HAS BEEN 
ANSWER: I am going to have to ans- SAID THERE ARE TOO 
wer a good deal of these questions, I FEW PROTEST ANTS or An
can see it now, with "I don't know." glophones in the Department of 
In this particular instance, however, Education. If this is so, what 
there is something I can do about it. steps in the Department taking 
Our translation service is a very good to recruit more English-speak
one, but a very slow one, but it can ing persons? 
be speeded up. ' ANSWER: Mr. White stated that the 
QUESTION: How does the de- same rules of employment go for both 
partment justify the imminent English and French, but there is diffi-
expenditure of $400,000 on a culty m getting English-speaking 
study to be taken by the Supe- people to apply. 
rior Council of Education into QUESTION: How does the 
problems with the CGEP'S Department of Education 
system? view the fact that many School 
ANSWER: Mr. White stated that Committees are undertaking 
there was a malaise in the CGEPS, successful fund-raising ven
and the study is aimed at covering all tures. How does this affect ad
aspects of CG EP activity such as cur- missability or inadmissability 
riculum, student life and finances. expenses of the School Board, 
There are 75,000 CGEP students and and will the Department go on 
each costs $1,600 a year. "If an expen- record to disallow School Com
diture of $400,000 can result in im- mittees from fund-raising, but 
proving the return on that investment, leave that to Home and 
I think it is a pretty fair place to put School AsS'ociations? 
your m'oney." ANSWER: Mr. White stated he is not 
QUESTION: You will be aware of School Committees doing 
aware that there are special fundraising. He is not sure it should 
funds available in the National be discouraged. Such fund-raising 
Capital region for second- would not be considered as General 
language teaching. Why does Revenue, but as specific revenue, and 
not the Department take ad- would not affect Government grants. 
vantage of this to institute as QUESTION: Has the Depart-
. quickly -as possible a special ment of Education considered 
French programs such as that asking QFHSA to form an 
outlined in the brief submitted English-soeaking body which 
jointly by the School board of would include all School, Com-
Hull and the Parent Committee mittees and Parent Commit-
to the Department of Educ a- tees? 
tion? ANSWER: I 1am not at all sure, Mr. 
ANSWER: The Department of Edu- President, that it is the function of the 
cation answered the School Board's Department to tell both these associa
proposal pointing out the ways in tions how they should go about re
which this is not compatible with the grouping on a provincial level... There 
Federal legislation, and also pointing was an attempt made last year by the 
out ways in which it could be amended Chairmen of Parents' Committees to 
to take advantage of it... Now I form a province-wide organization, 
wouldn't want by this answer to dodge and they asked the government for 
the main question, which is,of course, some assistance. The Government 
the use of Federal funds for language with held this assistance, except to the 
instruction. Those of your who have ext.ent of one organizational meeting 
looked into the matter will know that which they subsidized - to a degree. I 
the Federal law does not lend itself,to · don't know, maybe you do, whether_ 
the use of this money for the teaching there were any followups on this first 
of French to English in Quebec, and attempt. It hasn't come to my ears. 
resolutions asking the Federal Govern- I do know that the Federation des 
ment to modify this legislation as to Commission Scolaires Catholiques 
put an emphasis on the teaching of de Quebec looks a little askance on 
French to English Quebeckers or En- the formation of a province-wide 
glish New Brunswickers and so on parent presure-group type organiza
were proposed at the Quebec Associa- tion. Federation feels that they are 
tion of Protestant School Boards. I elected by the parents and represent the 
noticed that' your Resolution Com- parents: Let me explain to a degree 
mittee also has a recommendation in some of the situation that Mrs. Arey 
exactly this style, and this has gone described to you earlier. (During the 

/ 
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Question Time for Mr. Sylvester F. White, Associate Deputy Minister, Depart
ment of Education. One of the highlights of the 1973 Leadership Conference of 
the Quebec Federation Home and School Associations. 

previous panel discussion the point was 
made from the floor by Mrs. Denise 
Arrey, Past President, QFHSA, that 
French-speaking parents really had no 
equivalent of our Home and School 
at the Federation level, and that, as 
a result, cooperation between the two 
linguistic groups of parents was dif
ficult to organize. Ed. Note):---
QUESTION: We are being 
told that funds for tne transpor-
tation of high school . students 
are to be cut off by the Depart-
ment of Education. Is this 
ture? and if so, why? 
ANSWER: Mr. White stated that 
Funds were being improperty granted 
n the first place. If the distance is less 
than one mile from the school, trans
portation is not authorized. "Now, our 
system, I shouldn't say "our" any
more, because you know the responsi
bility for the transportation of pupils 
has been transferred to the Ministry of 
Transport. It no l longer lies within 
the Ministry of Education. But in any 
case the checking up on this has taken 
s6me time, and each year for the last 
two or t_hree years they found another 
Board who, in fact, has been trans
porting so many hundreds of pupils 
over less than a mile and have been 
collecting money for it. We have cut 
that money off... We have about 
650,000 high school students within 
the province, and very nearly 500,000 
of them are transported." 
QUESTION: Is any conside-
r___ation being given by t/Je De
partment of • Education to ' 
Quebec Federation Home and 

School Associations' request 
that the Federal grants for the 
promotion of bilingualism be 
given equitably for the studying 
of both English and French by 
French and English-speaking 
students? 
ANS~ER: This 1s really the same 
question that came up before. It -is 
stated in more precise terms and it 
refers to a specific regulation. The 
a~swer is "yes", it is under study, and it 
will not only be at a provincial level 
but with Canadian authorities. ' 
QUESTION: Will the Depart-
ment of Education ever grant 
the norms for the teaching of a 
subject in the second language 

, _ the norms that are its own 
suggestion in this type of 
teaching, that is, 15 to onet 
ANSWER: We say, will the Depart- ., 
ment ever do this or ever do that. I 
don't think the Department is likely 
to move very rapidly in the question 
of reducing pupil-teacher ratio. It 
may, and I think this is a distinct pos
sibility, over a wide area, in fact, it 
already has over a wide area given la
titude to school boards a ... you can 
devote more teachers to this school, 
but less elsewhere. The cost of teacher 
salaries is certainly the major item in 
the education budget. We made a move 
last year when under certain condi
tions, the pupil-teacher ratio in ele
mentary schools moved from l to 27 to 
l to 26½. Now, this doesn't seem like 
a very great deal move, but it cost a 
very great many dollars. 

r 
UBSCARS' 

$100. above dealer's cost 
... means a good deal 

As a member of QUEBEC 
FEDERATION. you are 

entitled to buy, 
through UBS, new 

current rnodel 
automobiles -
including some 

imports - at $100. 
above dealer's cost. 

This can mean a 
persona I saving of 

hundreds ot dollars, depending 
on the car. 

For further information, and your UBS Purchase 
Certificate (there is no obligation to buy), please call or write: 

~ United Buying Service 
6Ja P.O. Box 73, Mount Royal, Montreal 304, Quebec. 735-5219 

"We recommend placing your car order before March 31st". 
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THE GOVERNMENT 
BOOK-BUYING POLICY: 

Order in council 354-72. 

Question to Mr. Sylvester F. White, Associate Deputy Minis
ter of Education: 

The Government book-buying policy setting up a govern
ment appro11ed middle man between book-buying school boards 
and the book publisher, whether this i1· advantageous to the 
purchal·e of French language text books, is detrimental to the 
English language text book purchaser, l'in.ce the usual discount 
of bet-ween 20% and 30% from the publisher is now lost. What is 
being done by the government about this? 

ANSWER: 
Well. wh al is being done today is Lhat lhe policy is being main.tained. 

ow, lo answer some of the questions lhal are implied . In the first place. 
the poliq was adopted-to save the book industry in Quebe!.:. There is no .~10es
tio n ahoul it, the ed iting of hooks in French is a very per_ilou_s ve~tur~ finan
cially. and il is ldt hy the province that in order lo maintain thjs vital ele
ment in French culture, that some support should be given. 

T his is the rc usnn for the n:gulalion introduced by the Department ofCu l-
tu ral /\ ffoirs two years ago, and it applies to everyo ne. . 

ow a good many users of English textbook s have been dea!ing directly 
with pu bl ishcrs in Toronto and even New Yo_rk .. By the ~egula~ ion they are 
required Lo go through I guess there really 1sn ta~ equivalent m our set ~p 
a~ we know il hu L it is les l!d itcu rs. the book pu blishers·and book sellers in 

Quebec.: . 
I do11·1 kno~ if I would answer the question: really, it depends upon how 

you think of su hsidics of any k !nd . Shl?u Id there b~ s~.bsi~!es to support f '.1-rrn 
pric.:es·1 Twu years ago. most ol you might have said yes ; today, you might 
say "no ... 1 L's a moot question. but I _think tht:re ~re_ su bslantial reasons for 
wanting to support the Quebec hook 111dustry. This 1s the way the Govern
menl elected to do it. 

Editor's Comments: 

During the question period with Mr. 
White at the -Leadership Conference, 
there was no opportunity given to ex
plore some of the answer:. or state
ments made by the Associate Deputy 
Minister. But Mr. White's discussion 
of the ~overnment's book-buy ing poli
cy, which QFHSA unanimously con
demned in a 1972 resolution, deserves 
some comment. 

Of course. indigenuous publishing 
houses req~uire protection as much in 
Quebec as in other parts of Canada -
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otherwise we would be swamped by being achieved. Yet this is apparently 
American-oriented literature from the deliberate government policy. In reply 
USA and by French-oriented litera- to one of QFHSA's first letters on this 
lure from France . "Home grown" matter in July, 1972, M. Clement Saint
publishing industries are essential Germain of the Ministry of Cultural 
to the maintenance of the cultural iden- A ff airs stated: ·• Bookstores are essen
tity of a country. And obviously sofl!e tial to the dissemination of culture as 
form of government subsidy to pro- are public and school libraries. Every
lect the native grown publisher is ne- one needs to buy books. and adults 
cessary. who assiduously frequent libraries 

WHAT QFHSA PROTESTS are still a small minority." 
AGAINST IS THE FORM THAT And so they will remain, a small _ 
THIS KIND OF SUBSIDY TAKES minority, if the government policy 
IN QUEBEC, AND THE KIND OF drains away the book purchasing 
PEOPLE WHO ARE MADE TO PAY power of these libraries. 
THE PRICE OF THAT SUBSIDY. Other provinces in Canada. of 

Mr . White makes a passing refer- course. have this same problem of how 
ence to support for farm prices so be - to · protect native born publishing 
it. everyone is a consumer -- everyone industries. The Ontario Government 
pays for a support in f.3/m prices. But set up a Commission to study this 
the government approved bookseller, problem a few years ago; it issued its 
-this Quebec device for protecting and final report in 1972, -and suggested so
fos tering Quebec publishing, WHO lutions far different from those chosen 
PAYS FOR THE GOVERNMENT by the Quebec Government. It sugges
ACCREDITED BOOKSELLER? - ted subsidizing the 'home grown· pu
not the general public. but the English blishers in various ways: by grants for 
language school boards who can no specific trade books, grants for text 
longer buy their textbooks from To- book titles and text book research and 
ronto based publishers, but must, ac- development. BUT NO MIDDLE 
cording to the regulation. buy all of MAN SUCH AS THE QHEBEC 
their English language books from ACCREDITED BOOKSELLER WAS 
Quebec based accredited book- SUGGESTED IN TH.£ ONTARIO 
sellers, having to forego the discount REPORT. One of the most important 
regularly given by ~hese Toronto pu~- recommendations of the Ontario Re
lishers. Who ultunately pays this p(Ht was a capital loan programme run 
subsidy? the children m the English by a new body, the Ontario Book 
language schools who 11re fuced with Publishers Board, with a budget of one 
a marked decrt:ase in the number of million dollars during the first year 
books available in school. to subsidize one or more literary re-

Who also pays for this subsidy to views, to create new awarcts for Cana
the booksellers? Ironically, ii is the dian authors, etc., and to rule on take
public libraries, both English and overs and new publishing ventures 
French. Librarians in all types of Ii- owned by foreign companies. 
braries have been affected by the What QFHSA is suggesting is that 
government regulation and are stron- there are other ways of protecting)ocal 
gly united in their views opposing it. pub!ishing than by the n:ieasure of 
For them the new system has had to- middleman patronage which causes 
tally negative repercussions in terms discriminatory bookbuying restrictions 
of service from the book suppliers and hitting the English language school 
in the increase pf the book cost. boards and their pupils. and creating 

Monique Lavoie, chief Librarian of higher book costs and wrong headed 
Dawson CEGEP, states: ''There will restrictions for public libraries in both 
be 25% fewer books on the shelves, so English and French. 
this affects students who need the Just at the time of going to press we 
books for their studies. And this to received a note from Glenna Adams, 
have bookstores survive. I don't president of Lakeside Heights Home 
believe in it at all." and School, accompanying nine full 

Michael Theriault, Head of Acqui- pages of signatures, over 200 signa
sitions for all the libraries at the Uni- tures, for our petition against order 
versite de Montreal and President of in council 354-72. If every association 
the Corporation of Professional Li- would show this same initiative, what 
brarians of Quebec, agrees with a Sir a strong voice we would have! 
George Williams report on the library FOR ONE MORE TIME, the News 
book buying situat.ion that 17% lo 20% includes its petition against the govern
increase is a good average for the in- ment book-buying policy. 
creased cost of books Lo libraries. And Sign it. if you have't already done 
Mrs. Nora Bryant. Chief Librarian. · so. Get the members ' of your family 
Westmount Library, states that out of to sign it. Get your neighbours' and 
a $30,000 budget they are "forced to friends' signatures. Take it to church 
pay Yi more for books because of the meetings: take it to your bazaars: give 
orders in council." it a place in your association pro-

How wrong headed it is for a go- gram . Then send it back to Federation 
vernment to insist on strengthening office. We need a strong voice against 
bookstores at the expense of libraries this very wrong headed piece of legis
- if indeed, tnis is the effect that is tation. W.P. 
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ST. LAMBERT HOME &_SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

This year the St. Lambert Home 
and School Association is celebrating 
its 25th year of continuous operation. 
To commemorate this event a general 
meeting was held at the Chambly 
County High School on Tuesday eve
ning, October 30th, at which a wide 
variety of per~ons representing both 
pa~t and present Q1ember~hip, and 
also repre~entative~ of the South 
Shore Regional School Board, teach
ers. local dignitaries, and business rep
resentatives were present. 

The guest speaker was Mr. Jack 
Chivers, C.L.U. Chairman of the 
Board of Life Underwriter~ Associa
tion of Canada, and past executive 
member of Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations. He 
gav7 a light hearted review of the past 
achievements, present activities and 
future aspirations of the Home and 
School Mov•!ment. In addition, there 
was music ·and general festivities to 
mark the occasion. 

Tickets for the Silver Jubilee Cele
bration were free with Home and 
School membership, but had to be 
phoned for; the ticket committee con-

Silver 

Jubilee 

Celebration 

sisted of Kay Au·banel, Ali~on Irwin, 
Ivan Palmer, Carol Fullerton, Barry 
1..aramy, and Cliff Parfett. 

Other Home and School Associa
tion activities this year: - to support 
and help all our school committees 
flat out they are the way to get our 
ideas felt in the schools; - to put to
gether workshops for parents and chil
dr7n music, science, babysitting and 
child care; - to keep in touch with 
activities and plans of the School 
Boards, the Department of Education, 
the Teachers Associations. and to 
c~mpaign for the parents' point of 
view. 

St. Lambert has been in the educa
tional news lately - active in Psychol
ogy Today; innovations in English 
teaching at Chambly County; Valerie 
Neale and Alison Irwin on CJAD ra
dio programmes; many innovative 
measures from the South Shore 
School Board. Hopefully, we will ar
range a tour of other educational cen
tres too, as we have done previous 
years. They can wish us "Happy Birth
day" as we pass through. 

Bronx Part Home and School 

Under the convenorship of Mrs. 
Stadnyk and Mrs. Groves, Bronx 
Park Home and Schopl Association 
held their Annual Bazaar on Satur
day, Nov. · 3rd. Home bak'ing, handi
crafts. books, wh~te elephant tables 
were again the mainstay of the"Bazaar. 
This year, however, a raffle of home 
made items, an afghan, tablecloth 
knitted stole, smocked cu~hions. etc'. 
also took place. Parenlal support for 

this event . was strong, with the ad
vance ticket sales by the parents being 
very promising. 

Last year a check for over $600. 
was proudly presented to the Princi
pal, Miss D. Helleur, toward field 
trios for th·e children . It is hoped that 
this year's efforts will be an even big
ger success. We will again need the ge
nerous support of all parents. 

Beacon Hill Home and School 

A distinctive new logo on Beacon 
Hill Home and School letterhead 
won't be the only innovation of the 
73-74 school year. The "total involve
ment'' concept, clearly evident at the 
June Organization Meeting, was en
thusiastically received by the Member 
and the usually laborious task of assi
gning Official and Committee respon
sibilities was quickly disposed of. 

First evidence of the "new look" 
was "Meet the Teacher Night". Tra
ditionally only one night, this year's 

format involved two meetings at dif
ferent grade levels on successive Mon
days with parents receiving more 
individualized presentation from the 
teachers right in the classroom. This 
new approach from all appearances 
was well received. 

Program activities are in full swing 
with the "Parlons Francais" and the 
"Meri's Physical Fitness" underway 
and the "Ski and Skate Sale" and 
"Halloween U .N.l.C.E.F." projects 
to take place in October. 

I I I ',..' ,~~' "'. - • : •· •• 

HAPPY HANUKKAH 
New programs established this year 

include introductory Art and Music 
Lessons and in the planning stage, 
family educational tours of some of 
the many sites of historical significance 
in the Montreal area. 

At the time of writing your asso
ciation is culminating one of the most 

successful ever membership drives but 
until every single family participates, 
your executives will still be short of 
their objective. If you know of a family 
who is new or for some reason has been 
missed in the membership, a word 
from you might make the difference. 

Remember, l00% involvement. We 
owe it to our kids! 

Prince Charles / T.H. Bowes Home and School 

For many years now, this local asso
ciation has offered the community 
Ballet classes to the children of the 
community run according to the re
gulations of the Canadian Ballet 
Association. At the latest tri-annual 
Recital held in May, a few budding 1 
ballerinas showed promise as seen in 
the picture below. 

The classes have again been offered 
thi~ year and there are 40 young ladies. 
registered under the tutelage of Mrs. J 
Paula Frank as. teacher and co-con- 1 
vened by Mesdames R. Raasch and D. 
Rothgerber, both members of the 

Executive Committee of the local asso
~iatio~. 

Algonquin Home and School 

This year under its new president, 
Dr. Leonard Pinsky, Algonquin Home 
and School Association begins its 
twentieth full\ year of service to its 
school and its students. According to 
Dr. Pinsky, Home and School at Al-

. gonquin is still going strong. No stu
dent at Algonquin does not benefit 
from the efforts of the Home and 
School at least once a day - the bene
fit may come from a machine the Asso
ciation has donated to the school, from 
a mother who helps with language 
instruction, from a book that has been 
repaired by a mother working in the 
library. 

The early morning French classes 
under the convenorship of Mrs. Clai
rette Krieger, the Stitchcraft and 
Needlecraft classes of Mrs. Marga 
Katz, the Creative Art Classes with 
Mrs. Norma Spector, and the Recorder 
Classes given by Mrs. Thelma Cohen 
are all in full swing for the children, 
as well as the opportunity for the 
adults to play badmintoQ every Mon
day night - free, with H&S mem
bership. In addition, the Ballet Group, 
which lapsed last year because of in
adequate registration. shows •positive 
signs of reviving under the convenor
ship of Mrs. Dorothy Signer, with the 
children being instructed by junior ins
tructors from Miss Eleanor Ashton's 
Ballet Studio. 

At the September H&S executive 
meeting Mr. J.J. Simms, the principal 
of Algonquin, reported that the 

PSBGM, now · no ·tonger financially 
independent because of Bill 71, would 
not be permitted to subsidize per
formances of You theatre in its schools. 
As a result, the Algonquin H&S execu
tive · passed a resolution that they 
would pay for these performances in 
the school. With this in mind, the Pro
gram Committee of the Home and 
School, consisting of Mrs. Vaughan 
Maroulis, Mrs. Winifred Potter, Mr. 
Keith Robertson, and Mr. Don Mc
Allister, decided to hold a series of 
fund-raising events, the first of which 
was a White Elephant Sale, which 
took place October 24th: The White 
Elephant Sale proved to be not only 
a financial success, but a "fun" event, 
both for the workers and their cus
tomers. many of whom were the chil
dren of the school, buying their Christ
mas presents well in advance of the 
ever-rising Christmas store prices. 

On October 29th, the used clothing 
drive, a regular event held twice a yaar 
in the fall and in the spring, resulted in 
numerous cartons of good used cloth
ing, mostly children's, which the 
Home and School _collected, sorted, 
packed and sent off to a school depot 
in east end Montreal. 

For the latter part ,of November a 
book fair of both new and used books 
is planned. Already this school year is 
showing signs of being a very full one 
_for Home and Schoolers at Algonquin. 

LaSalle High Home and School . 

On Tuesday, October 9th, 1973 at 
8:00 p.m. the new Lasalle High School 
held its first Home and School meeting 
at which time Lasalle parents chose 
their executive: 

Honorary president: Mr. K.I. Tras-
• - • - •-, a •.o •~ •'-" • • •• • ~ .,, .., 

... _.,!U ... ::: .·1 ... :l.,. ... :u-~·,:.:... :.;d-: , . . oP' 

ler, principal of LaSalle High School; 
President: Mrs. M. Brierley; Secretary: 
Mrs. H. Koeppe; Treasurer: Mrs. M ~ 
Callfield; Membership: Mrs. M. Dou
glas and Mrs. 0. Skrypkar; Publicity: 
Mrs. D. McCoy; Volunteer Commit-
.. . . ' ~ J , J J , • /~ ~ • 1 ~ ~ I 

.... 
J 
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tee: Mrs. L. Batten. Programming 
Committee: Mr. 0. Austin, Mrs. D. 
Bankley, Mrs. L. Minshull, Mrs. V. 
Preston, and Mrs. P. Saull. 

A membership night was held on 
Wednesday, October 17th. We urge 
you as parents to help your Home 
and School to help your children by 
joining your Home and School. We are 
sure there must be a lot of parents 

. , 

( 
whQ\ do not fully understand the func-
tion of Home and School. We take this 
opportunity to invite you to come and 
sit in on one of 6ur monthly meetings. 
They will take place on the second 
Tuesday of every month in the High 
School, second floor teachers' lounge, 
at 8:00 p.m. More news in the next 
issue. In the n;ieantime, think Home· 
and School. 

Courtland Park H1...>t1H~ and School 
. . 

Children of Courtland Park School, who with parents and teachers prepared for 
a French Book Fair held at the school, Thursday Nm•ember 1, 1973 from 2 - 8 
p.m. 

Courtland park held ib second 
French Book Fair on November I, 
1973, at the school. _ 

Books were displayed for all ages 
of the elementary school, some to ex
tent knowledge, some simply to delight 
and entertain. 

Courtland Park School is one of sev
eral schools in the Protestant Schoo! 

The children of Valois Park School 
extended a special invitation to their 
parents to attend a "Meet The Teach
er Evening". On Tm;sday, September 
the 25th, at 8 o'clock, the school gym
nasium was • filled with parents and · 
children. · Mr. Edgar G . Knight, Prin
cipal, welcomed parents to the school. 
Mrs.'" Ellenor New bigging, President of 
Valois Park Home and School, and 
Mr. James Ronback, School Com
mittee Chairman, spoke briefly to the 
parents, encourag~ng them to become 
involved in both H'ome and School and 
School Committee activities. 

The atmosphere of the evening 
was very pleasant and cordial, as chil
dren introduced their parents t9 their 
teachers and made a tour of the school 
with them. In one classroom parents 
were encouraged to paint pictures of 
themselves as a momento of their visit. 

Home and School Executive mem
bers invited parents to dialogue with 
them on matters relating to Home and 
School Activities. Registration tables. 
for membership were available in the 
main hall. Representatives of School 
Committee were located in the library 
and welcomed the opportunity of 
speaking with interested parents. 
Nominations for School Committee 

Board of Greater Montreal, offering 
the French immersion program. In ans
wer to an interest shown and a need 
indicated by the parents, the principal 
and the French Liaison Committee of 
the school initiated the idea of the 
French Book Fair. 

Remember books make ideal pre
sents! 

were accepted and a New Committee 
has been formed. 

The Principal, Home and School 
Executive, and School Committee rep
resentatives, worked together and 
prepared a questionnaire, which was 
mailed to parents, along with an invi
tation, a week before the meeting. 
The children addressed the c;nvelopes 
to their parents. The purpose of this 
questionnaire was to discover exactly 
what the concerns, attitudes and in
terests of the parent body are in the 
-field of education. These questionnai
res will be studied, and tabulated, 
and used as a guide for preparing 
future school, Home and School, and 
School Committee programs and 
goals. 

Brightly painted posters, created 
by ten grade 4 students, were dis
played throughout the school. They 
depicted Home and School as viewed 
through a child's eyes, and encouraged 
parents to join H&S for their chil
dren's sake. 

This everning was a highly success
ful event, with good attendance, and 
with participation by the children, 
Principal and Staff, School Committt;e 
and Home and School Executive. 

Port Daniel Shigawake Home and School 

T he first meeting of the season for 
the Port Daniel Shigawake Home and 
School Association was held in the 
school auditorium on September 25th. 
The meeting was chaired by the Pres-

ident, Mrs. Carl Hayes of Hopetown, 
and opened with the singing of "O, 
Canada." The pianist was Mrs. Ruth 
Court. Mrs. Carl Hayes led the meet
ing in the school prayer; Mrs. George 

Kruze acted as secretary in the absence 
of Mrs. T. Reinhart, Mrs. Conrad 
Hayes' gave her treasurer's report. 

Correspondence consisted of a 
thank you letter from Hopetown 
School for financial assistance for their 
annual school trip, and one from Port 
Daniel shigawake school staff for fi
nancial assistance with - their school 
closing program, as well as literature 
received over the summer months 
from Confederation and other Home 
and' School Associations. The pres
ident, Mrs. Hayes, thanked the Home 
Room Mothers for their cooperation 
in the past and special thanks was 
given to Mr . Russel Duguay for her 
organization of Home Room Mothers. 

The principal, Mrs. Duguay thank
ed the Home Room Mothers and; also 
the teachers for their cooperation. 
Mrs. Carol Lough spoke of her work 
organizing a Girl Guide Troupe, and 
gave a resume of the merits of girls 
ages 11 to 15 becoming Girl Guides. 

After the meeting, a light lunch 
was served and parents had an oppor
tunity to talk with their child's teach
ers on their progress and general beha
vious. 

The next meeting, it is hoped, will be 
one combining Part Daniel, Shiga
wake, Hopetown, and New Carlisle 
Schools in a visit to the new polyvalent 
School just opened in Bonaventure. 

Hl)flle ,rnd Sd1l)ol New Carlisle High 

On September 19 President Olive 
Smollett chaired out first regular 
meeting iQ the school auditorium for 
the 73-74 session. The meeting was 
very well attended by interested par
ents, and the teaching staff was in
troduced during the meeting. 

Since our grades 9, IO and I I will be 
attending classes in the new polyvalent 
school in Bonaventure, the next meet
ing will be held in the Bonaventure 

!,Choo[ so the parents can meet the 
teaching staff and be taken on a tour 
of the school. ,We are planning to ap-1 
point a sub-committee of parents with 
children attending classes in Bona
vent~re to look into any grievances 
there and bring them before our reg
_ular meeting. 

Our members foresee a very busy 
and worthwhile season. 

Keith Home and School 

Keith School held its "Meet the 
Teacher Night" on October 4th. The 
many parents were. shown around the 
school by their children and introduced 
to their teachers. At the same time 
parents were invited to ioin Home and 
School. A warm welcome is extended 
to all our new members. 

A petition supporting the teachers 
in their re-classification dispute with 

the government was circulated to the 
visiting parents and approximately 
300 signatures were collected 

A reminder aoouc our Christmas 
Bazaar! It will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 17 from IO A.M. to 3 P.M. There 
will be the following booths - white 
elephant, homebaking, used games 
and books, children's handicrafts, 
games corner, and arts and crafts. 

Rosedale Home and School 

To raise money to finance school 
activities a fashion show was held at 
St. Ignatius Church Hall on October 
24. The Rosedale School Committee 
has instituted an extensive volunteer 
parent programme in the school. Sup
plies and expenses are paid for by the 
Home and School. 

All schools in the N.D.G. 11 area 
are sufferipg from a common prob
lem: a very high percentage of single 
parent famifies - as high as 45%. The 
children need more extra-curricular 
activities, and there are fewer parents 
available to help. 

Ken5i11gton Home and Sd,00I 

I 

Here Home and School sponsors a 
lunch programme for children who 
must remain at school. In addition,. 
several mothers. after taking a crash 

course at the PSBGM, are assistin~ the 
remedial reading teachers giving indi
vidual help to children experiencing 
reading.difficulties. 

Somerled Home and School 

At Somerled, interest expressed by 
parents in answer to a questionnaire 
has resulted in the establishment of 
after school classes in Art and French. 

On Dec. 8 the anual Holiday Ba
zaar -will be · held where low priced 
items will be available for children to 
do their. Christmas shopping,_ 

Sir Arthur Cmre Home and School 

In response to parent mterest 
expressed in answers to a question
naire, an extensive programme of 
extra-curricular activities has been 

organized: recorder, art, and leather
craft classes have been started for chil
dren, and classes in nutrition and fit. 
ness are being held for adults. 
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SCHOOLS AND PHYSICAL FITNESS ,, 

ratios, most pupils are not getting 
enough physical activi ty . But maybe 
this is a reflection of our urban socie
ty. If adults. the tax payers, the School 
Board members, the members of 
school committees, <,lon't believe in the 
im portance of physica l fitness, then the 
physical ed ucat ion teachers have a 
d ifficult job in just maintaining the 
status quo. They can only influence 
those pupils with whom they come into 
contact. And the amount of influence 
they are able to exert is in direct pro
portion to the number and length of 
contacts which they have with a child. 

You hear the call! "Physical fitness 
should be a way of life". What are 
the schools doing about it? 

"'" 
THE SCHOOL ARE DOING 
SOMETHING BUT SHOULD BE 
DOING MORE! 

At least most school buildings have 
two exercise facilities that are used 
constantly. 

0

They certainly are used 
more today with students changing 
classrooms every period under contin
uous progress or subject promotion. 
I refer to the facilities at each end of the 
building called staircases. 

The purpose of physical education 
as stated in the course of study for 
our schools, is to have each student 
develop physically, mentally, socially, 
and emotionally, through activities 
that are predominantly physical in na
ture, so that each student will learn to 
use his abilities in a worthwhile and 
intelligent manner. 

We believe children need daily--.ex
periences of very vigorous activity to 
promote optimum growth and devel
opment. 

BY 
Walter Mingie, 

Consultant in Physical Education, PSBGM 
..., 

cient body mechanics. He employs 
these qualities according to his age 
and physical -condition, maintaining 
a balance of activity, rest, work, and 
recreation. A child who has defects that 
cannot be corrected learns to adjust 
and compensate for his infirmities and 
develops •his capabilities in order to 
live a happy, useful life. 

they are skillful in physical activities 
that are valued by the group. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH SPORTS 

The school is vitally interested in a 
childs' social development and through 
the media of physical activities a stu-

PERHAPS THE FORTUNATE 
PUPILS ARE THOSE WHO LIVE 
A .FAIR DISTANCE FROM THE 
SCHOOL AND HAVE TO WALK 
TO AND- FRO TWICE A DAY, OR 
THOSE IN TWO OR THREE STO
REY SCHOOL BUILDINGS WITH 

.ST AIR CASES AT EACH END. 

The Department of Education Cur
nculum Services' directive tails for 
physical education in all grades, with 
a ninety minute minimum per week, for 
high school, or sec ndary ~chool <;tu
dents. In the schouis under the P.S.
B.G M., both elementary and high, 
pupils have been h.1ving physical edu
cation classes for a great many years, 
in good facilities .vith well qualified 
physical education specialist .teacher . 

<I Secondary I, 2, and 3 level students 
' presently have a physical education 

class every second day, under the so
called, two day cycle. 

Will and Ariel Durant in an article 
entitled "Modern Maturity" have 
this to say about exercise. "Nature in
tended thought to be a guide to action 
and not a substitute for it. Thought 
unbalanced by action is quite unna
tural. It is important to do some phy
sical work every day for at least one 
hour." 

Folk dancing, an excellent physical fitness activity. 

_ I would like to set: mon.-: pupils par
ticipating in intra mural games, or 
recreational physical activities. Our 
physical education teachers are doing 
a good job, but what they can do is li
mited by the availability of time, per
sonnel, facilities, and of course finan-
ces. The activities which teachers take 
after school, they do voluntarily. Ren-

The specific objectives of the physi
cal education program in the schools 
under the Protestant School Board of 
Greater Montreal are four fold. 

Firstly, to develop and maintain 
maximum physical efficiency. 

Secondly, to deve16p useful physical 
skills. 

Thirdly. to develop social maturity. 
Fourthly, to develop an apprecia

tion for wholesome physical recrea
tion. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
PHYSICAL EFFICIENCY 

The school is interested in the over
all development of the child and phy
sical fitness or physical efficiency, as I 
like to call it, plays a large part. 

A physically efficient child enjoys 
sound functioning of the bodily pro
cesses, is free from remediable defects 
and possesses qualities such as 
strength, endurance, quick reaction, 
speed, a sense of balance, agility, and 
eye-hand coordination, in short, effi-

The school is challenged to help a 
child throughout his school years to 
develop and maintain as high a level of 
physical efficiency as possible. 

How then, are the schools attempt
ing to meet this objective? And I might 
add, that I say attempting purposely. 
I believe that no matter how physically 
fit or physically efficient a person feels 
he is, he still wants to be fitter. In fact, 
it is the physically fit athlete who 
many idolize, who probably more 
than others, wants to be even fitter, 
to run faster, for a longer period of 
time, to feel less tired, and to recover 
faster. 

It is most often the child who is be
low average in his physical efficiency 
who needs encouragement and motiva
tion. And so our physical education 
program is geared for all children. The 
teaching of fundamental physical skills 
such as running, dodging, gauging 
moving objects, and lifting, are essen
tial to living safely and successfully. 
Young people find status and belong-

~ing with their contemporaries when 

DR. CLOUTIER is ready to 
negotiate the declassfication . . "" -

Ii 
It 

••• 

I 

issue ... 

His negotiators are not . 

We- are continuing the fight. 

Provincial Association of 
Prot~stant Teachers 

of Quebec. 

tal of Community facilities cost money. 
dent can find socially acceptable out- For artificial rinks, schools are charged 
lets for feelings of aggression and the up to $30.00 per hour, for swimming 
pressures of living which sometimes pools up to $20.00 an hour. 
build up. However, understanding and What does the future hold for im
capable leadership are essential in mak- provement in physical fitness amongst 
ing the most of the opportunities af- school children? I don't see any signi
forded during the playing of games ficant overall change unless the out-
and other physical education activities. look of adults change. The Canada fit-

The development of wholesome at- d b h D t 
titudes towards exercise and the de- ness tests sponsore y t e epar -

ment of National Health & Welfare 
velopm_ent_ o_f ~n. in~er~st in physical three years ~go continue to p_rovide. a 
recreat10nal act1v1tr 1s a challenge the stimulus. This program is earned on m 
schools are attemptmg to meet. A per- most of our schools and the awards 
s~:,n wh? has acquired a fund of recr~a- are obtained at no cost to the pupils 
t~o'nal mtere~ts, kn?wledg~, apprec!a- ~ or schools. 
t10n, ~nd. skill~, ~ 11! be h~el_y_ to m- The increased emphasis being placed 
elude m _his daily_ hvmg, .l:ct1v1tI~s that by the Department of Education on 
are creative, rela~mg, or stm~ulat!ng. Outdoor Education embodying all 

And so, phys1c'.1l educat10n m ou_r types of outdoor pursuits has signifi
s~hools ml!st provide 1!1any opl?ort~ ~1- _ cant implications. At the secondary 
ties ~o_r ch1l~ren to gam prof1~1ency m school level activities such as sailing, 
requ1s1te ~~ills. so tha_t they will ac~~pt mountain climbing, hiking, swim~\ng, 
op~or~umt1es a!1~ ma~e oppo_rtumt1~s rowing, paddling, snowshoeing, sknng, 
t<? .. act1vely part1c1pat_e 1_n physical act!- and camping can be included in the 
v1lles throughout their hves. school curriculum. 

LIMITATIONS ON A SCHOOL'S 
SPORTS PROGRAM 

There are many proponents of the 
one hour a day physical activity con
cept. Some enlightened schools have 
had daily physical education classes 
for certain grade levels; however, due 
to many factors, including pressures of 
academic courses, lack of time, cost of 
adequate facilities. and pupil-teacher 

More emphasis is being placed on 
carry over or life time activities such 
as tennis, badminton, golf, bowling, 
and curling. 

I think our hope for a physically fit 
society lies in interesting our pupils in 
wholesome physical recreational ac
t ivities, developing positi ve attitudes 
and givmg them the sk ills and tech
niques to make them feel con fident lo 
actively p artici pate in pJ-. y[>ically chal
lenging activities. 

Deadline For 
Next Issue: 

20th December 1973 


