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• • • free to tea c h er s 
a nd stude,i ts 

TEA . .. 
a gift for a flrieen 

This beautiful new 32 page 
booklet is full of interesting 
information on the history, 
growing, processing and 
packing of tea, attractively 
illustrated. To obtain your 
copies, simply let us know the 
number of students for whom 
they are required. 

SALADA TEA COMPANY 
of Canada, Limited 

Montreal, P.Q. 

TECIINICAL EDUCATION IN. THE 

PROVINCE OF (tUEBEC 

The Province of Quebec ha s the most complete system of Technical Edu-
cation for the training of competent technicians and skilled tradesmen. 

EIGHT TECHNICAL SCHOOLS offer a four year course in all branches 
to young men who wish to acquire specialized training. They are located in 
Montreal, Quebec, Trois Rivieres, Shawinigan Falls, Hull, Rimouski, Chicoutimi 
and Sherbrooke. 

A NETWORK OF ARTS AND CRAFTS SCHOOLS scattered in all regions 
of the Province give a two year course in an impressive number of fields to young 
men who plan t o become tradesmen. They also offer the first two or three years 
of the four year technical course. 

HIGHLY SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS provide certain specific industries 
with the technicians and skilled labour they need: furniture-making, graphic 
arts, automobile, marine, commercial trades, textile, papermaking, etc. 

All these schools come under the authority of the 

DEPAR TMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND Y OU TH 
HON. PAUL SAUVE, Q.C. GUSTAVE POISSON, Q.C. 

Minister Deputy-Mi nister 

• 



QUEBEC HOME 
AND SCHOOL 

Published Monthly by 

THE QUEBEC FEDERATION OF 
HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS 

4589 Wilson Ave., M ontreal 28. 

H o uorary Pruide1it : DN. \V. P. P F.RCIVAL 

Preside11t: R rwrrnN Ri,:s1N {Baron Ilyng) 

Vice•Preside1Jls: 

DouoL.s WALKINGTON (Hampsicad) 

MRs. G . C. LrnRSCH (R oslyn) 

Eow1N G. DRAKE ( Parkdale) 

MRs. S. S11uSrnR (Herbert Symonds) 

H. G. NAl'l'ER (Longueuil & Mil. South) 

T reasurer: J. W. PARKINSON (St. Lamber t ) 

Recording Secretary: MRS. I. STUl'l'EL (Royal Vale ) 

CorreJJldHditiJ.! S,:cretar)': F10:uE1uc1< \V. P1uc1~ ( \o\lilli11gc.lo11) 

Immediate /'a.rt l 'resideut: L. Mowmv.Y C r./\RK ( \'\'est Hill) 

Please address all magazine correspondence to the Editor. 

Editor: 
ALEX. R. HASLSY 

4632 Oxford Avenue, 
:Montreal 28, Que. 

EdilDrial Board: 
L . G. GAGE (Chairman) 

DR. L. E. SOCOLOW 

~•b:s. S. L. R 1CHARDSON 

THOMAS REID 

!\ll1ss H£LENA K£ITH 

MRs. N . S. McFARL"-ND 

Advertising Manal!cr: EnwARD GROSS 

'202 Cote St. Antoine Road, GLenview 2815, '\'Vestmount 

Authorized as second class mail, 
Post Office Department, Ottawa 

VOL Vll, No. 1 Montreal, Quebec. 

October, 1954 

The Jail 

You Say! 

REUBEN RESIN 

I have before me an article in .which the 
author expresses alarm at the increase in 
juvenile delinquency, and suggests three ways 
to remedy, or at least improve, the situation. 

One is to censor comic books, movies and 
television, which, he says, are purveying 
violence and lust to a vicious and intolerable 
degree. Another is to augment the disciplinary 
power of the schools. Because we in Home 
and School are doing something about the 
first both on a provincial and national level, 
-and space forbids a discussion of the second, 
although its worthiness cannot be disregarded, 
we shall by-pass them for the time being. 

Of particular interest is the third sugges-
tion, to increase parental responsibility by 
making parents liable to punishment and 
fines for crimes committed by their children. 
I'll bet dollars to bottle caps (pop bottles, 
that is) you were jolted by that one, as I was. 

As a citizen who wants to live in peace 
and have my rights respected as I would 
respect those of others, I could be forgiven 
if the idea appeals to me. The reasoning 
might be that if I am robbed, assaulted or 
otherwise outraged by some young hoodlum 
I should be able to point a finger at the 
parents and say, "This has happened because 
you have not done your job". What is more, 
I contemplate with pleasure the chances of 
a certain neighbour of mine avoiding durance 
vile. He has eight children. What juicy odds! 

As a lawyer I am startled. This is something 
new-to me at any rate-and really drastic. 
Under our legal system the father, and after 
his death, the mother, is civilly responsible, 
in certain cases and under certain conditions, 
for the damages caused by their minor 
children. There is no question of criminal 
responsibility of parents which could result 
in fines or a jail term. As you probably know, 
you can insure yourself against civil respon-
sibility, but as for jail, when you've got to go, 
you've simply got to go. 

(continued on page 7) 
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These Federation 
Committees can help you 

in planning your 
Association activities. 

Ask them! 

Art Classes: Mrs. G. Lerner, 582 
Cote St. Antoine Road, West-
mount. 

Children's Leisure Reading: 
Miss Rita Sheppard, Verdun 
High School, Argyle Avenue, 
Verdun. 

Constitution: Dr. Edward C. 
Powell, 340 - 44th Avenue, La-
chine. 

Parent Education: Mrs. R. D. H. 
Heard, 4102 Marlowe Avenue, 
Montreal. 

Mental Health: Mrs. 0 . Doob, 
4645 Sherbrooke W., West-
mount. 

Program Planning: Mrs. P. J. 
Dow, 4594 Melrose Avenue, 
Montreal. 

Publications: Mrs. H. E. Wright, 
4836 Madison Avenue, Mont-
real. 

Recreational Activities: Mrs. 
H. R. Scott, 3560 University St., 
Montreal. 

School Education: Dr. Harold E. 
Grant, 4266 Hampton Avenue, 
Montreal. 

Teacher Recruitment: Edwin 
G. Drake, 1200 Crevier St. , 
Saint-Laurent. 
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CT'\rirnitive man worshipped the 
t-' Sun God, for instinctively 

he lmew that without the sun 
there could be no life ... 

:And so he lived, obsessed by 
nameless and elusive fears 
spawned out of the darkness, 
until each bright dawning wh en 
the ominous shadows were 
once again dispelled .. . 

Modern man, too, is troubled by 
forebodings stemming from the 
obscurities and uncertainties 
of these complex times , .. 

As in olden day, man's profoundest 
fear is the lack of security ... 
not for himself alone, but more 
particularly for those who look to 
him for shelter and protection • •• 

Life insurance planning through 
the Sun Life of Canada is the 
modern way to security ... Today, 
more than five billion dollars of 
life insurance provides individual 
and family protection to the 
owners of nearly two million 
Sun Life policies and Group 
certificates around the globe. 

Worldwide Service of the 
Sun life Assurance Company of Canada: 

Canada • United States • 
British Isles • Hawaii • India • 
South Africa • Cuba • 
Philippines • Argentine • 
Hong Kong • Puerto Rico • 
Singapore • Ceylon • 
British West Indies, etc. 
Head Office: Montreal 

SUN LIFE Of CANADA 
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A new 
Home-and-School-er 
confesses 

THIS I WAS GLAD TO LEARN 
And if you have wondered a bit, too, about 
the Home ,and School movement, this is for you! 

Confession is said to be good for the 
soul - so here goes. I joined the Home and 
School Association when my eldest entered 
kindergarten knowing as little about it as he 
did about school. Perhaps I even had a li'ltle 
of his apprehension! 

Confusion confounded 
After two or three meetings I was lost. 

There was tal k of something called "Federa-
tion" - there was mention made of "Federa-
tion Committees" - somebody or other was 
our delegate to a body called "The Council 
of Representatives" - there was even a 
vague reference once to "our National body". 

I was all for dropping quietly out of the 
whole thing when one day I was fortunate 
enough lo be at a tea where I met an Officer 
of Quebec Federation. I certainly plied her 
with questions and although this isn't the 
order in which they went I've sorted them 
out so as to give you (if you could possibly 
be as ignorant of how this marvellous Move-
ment functions as I was) a better idea of 
what it is all about. 

He,·e is the set-up 
The grass roots of the H-S movement is 

the local Association - one to each school 
where it is desired. There are now 135 
Associations in the Province of Quebec re-
presenting approximately 19,000 family mem-
berships. The wonderful thing about it is that 
a member needn't hove children in the school 
nor be a teacher - just be enough of a good 
citizen to be interested in children and sub-
scribe to the aims and objects of the Move-
ment. I even heard of one association whose 
secretary has held that job for l 5 years and 
she never has had chick nor child nor been 
a teacher! 

Because local associations in an area ore 
most likely to have the same problems and 
situations to face, and in order to make for 
closer ties between local associations, the 
next step in the organization is the Regional 
Council. Each association in a region has 
representation on its Regional Council. These 
Councils are fairly new and like everything 
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in that category are still finding their way a 
little. 

Next plane in the Movement is occupied 
by the Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations. This is the Provincial 
body which tries to deal with issues and 
problems of a province-wide nature and a lso 
serve as a clearing house for the local as-
sociati_ons and regional councils. Actually, 
the Council of Representatives is the Quebec 
Federation - or more simply, Federation, as 
it is generally called. The annual meeting of 
the Council of Representatives takes the form 
of an Annual Conference, the 10th of which 
was held last April 30th cind May l st at the 
Windsor Hotel in Montreal. Any home-and-
school-er may attend this Conference, by the 
way, but, of course, only the 3 official Rep-
resentatives of each local association are 
entitled to debate and to vote on matters of 
business. 

Finally, and logically, there is a national 
body made up of all ten provincial federa-
tions. Because the British Columbia organiza-
tion uses the more common "parent-teacher" 
nomenclature (this is used in Great Britain, 
the United States, and in other countries) 
our national body is called the Canadian 
Home and School & Parent Teacher ·Federa-
tion, Inc. Incidentally, we have the closest 
and friendliest of relationships with the PTA 
organization in the United States. 

How about these committees? 
Again starting at the local level there, 

naturally, are committees handling, or study-
ing, different matters of interest to home-and-
school-ers. These committees can secure help, 
and in many cases, guidance, from similar 
committees set up by Quebec Federation. 
Still farther along the line, Canadian Federa-
tion has similar committees gathering ideas 
and so on from all the provincial committees, 
pooling this information and making it avail-
able to all those interested. 

Everything starts with the local association 
o'nd in time is funneled back to the so-called 
grass roots. 

Continued on poge 6 
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What about fees? 
The H-S movement is, of course, a non-

profit organization run for the large part by 
voluntary help. Some provincial federations 
have a little part-time, paid assistance and 
the Canadian Federation has a full-time, paid 
executive secretary. The national body has 
only this year acquired permanent head-
quarters, a step which had been. lauded by 
all who know the need for such a building. 

Twenty cents out of every_ local membership 
fee leaves the local association - fourteen 
cents going to the provincial Federation and 
six cents to the national Federation. The 
remainder of all fees stays with the local 
group. Usually the Regional Councils hove 
a nominal, flat fee for the local associations, 
normally graded by size of local member-
ship on the order of one, three and five 
dollars. All these fees are used for the 
operational expenses of the various bodies, 
such expenses generally being in connection 
with the paper work necessary to keep com-
munications flowing. 

How are Federation's 
officers elected? 

The election of Federation's officers takes 
place at the annual meeting (the Annual 
Conference held each spring) with the Rep-
resentatives of the local associations voting. 
There is a Nominating Committee charged 
with what, in any voluntary organization, is 
the difficult task of persuading members to 
serve as officers. Usually Federation officers 
are those who have performed similar tasks 
at the iocal level and more and more tliey 
are further qualified by having served on 
Regional Councils. 

Similarly, most of Canadian Federation 's 
officers have held provincial posts so that 
once again it is a case of things starting at 
the heart of the Movement - the local 
association - and progressing along the 
line of organization. 

And now do you feel better? 
Of course, I learned a great deal more 

from this very warm-hearted and efficient 
Federation officer but the foregoing were 
some of the fundamental points I hadn't un-
derstood before. I hope this little confession 
of mine helps you to a better understanding 
and greater appreciation of what makes this 
great voluntary Movement of ours tick so 
energetically and so well. 
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to HOME AND SCHOOL 

ON THE AIR? 

Our own radio program, on Station CFCF every 

Sunday at 12.45 p.m. 

F. David Mathias 
ARCHITECT 

1375 GREENE A VE. WI. 5684 
MONTREAL 
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THE JAIL YOU SAY, cont'd 
It is as a parent, however, that I am really 

disturbed. Just consider a spell. You and I go 
along believing ourselves to be law-abiding 
citizens and, wham! we are solicitously being 
asked how we like our stripes, black on 
white, or vice versa. We may well be d is-
turbed, whether or not such a law is immi'nent, 
for this proposal was made in all seriousness 
by an authoritative and respected commenta -
tor of the human scene. The point of all this 
is that many of us are accused of not assuming 
our responsibilities as parents and, it is 
suggested, we will not unless compelled to 
do so. W hat would be your answer to the 
question, " Are you satisfied that you have 
done all you can, by teaching and by 
example, to make a good citizen of your 
child, to the extent that you do not fear the 
consequences of a law holding you criminally 
responsible for his lapses"? 

One of the most important activities of 
Home and School is parent education. This 
program is designed to assist parents in co-
operation with the school, in the training of 
our children-to try to make them happy, 
help them achieve their ambitions and fit 
them to live a democratic society. 

Our Parent Education Committee is at the 
service of all associations and loves to work. 
Call upon it, won 't you? And it has the 
cleverest people. Just look at some of the 
things they taught me about parent-child 
relationships : 

Being sure of yourself need not mean that 
you ' re smug; 

Being reasonable does not mean that 
you're .weak; 

Refusing to admit error does not mean that 
you're strong; 

Being firm does not mean that you're 
cruel; 

Being over-indulgent does not mean that 
you 're kind; 

Being respected should not mean that 
you're feared; 

Being concerned does not mean doting; 
Being interested does not mean that you're 

prying; 
Deploring rudeness does not mean that 

you're not modern; 
Insisting on honesty, integrity and the 

practise of the golden rule, does not 
mean that you're stuffy or old-fashioned; 

Above all, having a sense of humour does 
not mean that you're frivolous. 

All this and more they taught me. But to tell 
all I know would need at least another 
paragraph-and the editor says no. · 

REUBEN RESIN. 
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BANK OF MONTREAL 
~4 '?via '8~ 

working with Canadians in every walk of life since 1817 

DR. BURNSTEIN 

Announces the opening 

of a new 

BOARDING SCHOOL 

For Educable 
Slow Learning Children 
• Situated in a beautiful estat e near 

Montreal. 

• Individualized program prepared for 
each chi ld's needs. 

For Information Call, 

BYwater 7123 
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THE SUBJECT IS NOT FUNNY! 
"Seduction Of The Innocent" by Fredric Wertham, M .D., Clarke, 
Irwin, 397 pages, $4.00 
A Review by Harriet Hill, reprinted from The Gazette of April 24, 
1954. 

Parents who regard comic books as a 
necessary evil ("They keep the children qviet") 
will receive a severe jolt from Dr. Fredric 
Werthom's considered, well-documented and 
hair-raising indictment. He hos discorded the 
detached view of the scientist and rips apart 
the purveyors of comic books and the adults 
who tolerate them. Comic books, he shows, 
ore completely destructive to the plastic minds 
of the young. They seduce the innocent. 

No haphazard indictment, Dr. Werthom, 
who as senior psychiatrist for the Deportment 
of Hospitals in New York hos directed mental 
hygiene clinics and was in charge of the 
Court of General Sessions Psychiatric Clinic, 
gives chapter and verse. For instance he tells 
of a boy who burglarized a store who told 
him, "I read the comic books to learn how 
you con get money. 

I read about 30 a week. I know some other 
boys who learned how to do such jobs from 
comic books." From a 14-yeor-old delinquent 
girl he heard: "In some of the crime comic 
books kids pick up ideas. They give them 
ideas of robbery and sex. They show you 
men beating up girls and breaking their 
arms. The fellows see that and they want to 
try it ... I know of fellows who do imitate 
comic books." 

Such quotations, and there ore many, 
cannot be read with complacency, nor passed 
off with the comfortable idea that comic books 
harm only children who ore inclined towards 
delinquency. 

But perhaps more damning than the coses 
of children committing crimes ofter being 
stimulated by comic books is the general 
all-over reaction which Dr. Werthom claims 
comic books inspire. Among his charges ore 
- comic books glorify cruelty (and incident-
ally the book includes reprints of several 
comics that ore ghostly representations of a 
man being hanged, a girl being attacked with 
a red hot poker and a man about to thrust 
a needle in a girl's eye); they deal in sadism, 
they stimulate sexual perversion, they ore 
on invitation to illiteracy. 

Parents ore culpable, he soys, because 
they have foiled to investigate the poison 
their children are reading and because as 
a whole they have not token action to ban 
comic books. 

Canada's position, fortunately, is better 
than the United States. Dr. Wertham praises 
the action of the Canadian Government in 
banning 25 disreputable comic books from 
Canadian newsstands. He tells how when the 
bill come before the Senate, ofter being 
passed unanimously by the House of Com-
mons, it was referred to one of the standing 
committees. At the committee hearings two 
representatives of the comic book trade gave 
evidence and held that for from having on 
adverse influence crime comic books are 
highly moral and hove a very good influence 
on children. Some members of the Senate 
were swayed until the representatives passed 
around some free samples of somic books. 

(continued on poge 18) 

''Refresh 
yourself'' ) .I 

/( 
( 
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Ernest W . Crowe 
suggests 

Our Dollars Ought 
To Make Sense 

DO you believe that school fees for grades in the compulsory category should be eliminated? 
Do you feel that Protestant and Roman Catholic school boards should share proportionately 
in taxes derived from all revenue-producing property - in other words, all real estate, 
other than owner-occupied single dwellings or farms and the land on which they stand? 

Do you believe that every adult should have a vote in the election of school board 
members? 

At the 7th Annual Provincial Conference our 
Federation passed the four resolutions which 
appear on the following page - but only 
after our School Finance Committee had 
studied "the present methods of financing 
education" in our Province and had reported 
to the member Associations well in advance 
of the Conference. Our Committee was com-
prised of Dr. Laurence P. Patterson (West-
mount High), G. P. Hawke (Farnham), F. W. 
Price (Willingdonl, Norman W. Wood !Baron 
Byng High), S. M. Gossage (Hudson), L. M. 
Clark !West Hill), Malcolm Dunsmore (Granby) 
and myself (Montreal West) as Chairman. 

Let's Consider Real Estate Taxes 
AS you can imagine, a century ago nearly 
all school revenue came from municipal taxa-
tion of real estate but today that isn't so. 
The view has been expressed that the upper 
limit of real estate taxation is being ap-
proached. Certainly over the whole Province 
it isn't meeting school costs as it originally 
did. For example, in the year 1952-53 only 
77.5% of the Greater Montreal budget was 
covered by real estate taxes. For the rest 
of the Province it approximates 50 % . 

Of course there are advantages to the 
real estate tax. It is easily collectable. Be-
cause the tax rate can be fixed by the school 
board next year's revenue can be forecast 
with reasonable accuracy. The taxpayer knows 
just what he is paying the tax for and, 
accordingly, local interest in a tax spent 
locally is generally created. Furthermore, it 
is relatively stable. 

There are, however, certain disadvantages. 
Provincial grants-in-aid are based at least 
in part on total assessed value or average 
assessed value per child in the school com-
munity - and unless there is relative accu-
racy as to the assessed value of properties 
in relation to real value the tax lacks equity 
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as between different communities. Real estate 
is no longer a fair index of individual capital 
wealth over a community since movable pro-
perty - such as cars, refrigerators and other 
household " plant" - has now assumed 
greater importance. The real estate tax places 
tenants in an anomalous position. Directly, 
they pay no real estate tax, and, because 
of this, have been given no responsibility or 
opportunity to vote or serve in school board 
offices. Actually a portion or, in many cases, 
all of the taxes (both municipal and school 
taxes) are passed on to and paid by the 

FASHION-WISE, BUDGET-WISE 
MORGAN'S BUDGET SHOPS 

THIRD FLOOR 

• 

fashions designed for 
workaday smartness, for day-
to-date versatility, for thrifty 
purses . . . and Morgan's 
B.C.A. (Budgeted Charge 
Account) makes it easy to 
plan your wardrobe, pay as 
you wear ... 

HENRY MORGAN &- CO. LIMITED 
You Are Sure of Ouolily or MorRon's - Coll Pl. 6261 
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With the consent of the Resolutions Committee the School 
Finance Committee placed the following resolutions before 
the Council of Representatives at the 7th Annual Provincial 
Conference, held in Montreal April 30 and May 1, 1954. All 
were carried unanimously following interesting debates. 
( l) Resolved that school fees for grades in the compulsory category 

should be eliminated. 
(2) Resolved that the Quebec Association of Protestant School Boards 

be requested by the Quebec Federation to consider the prepara-
tion of a standard form of annual statement (financial and statis-
tical> for the use of School Boards so that, working with the 
Department of Education, an informative annual compilation of 
such data could be available to responsible bodies endeavouring 
to fully understand our Provincial school financial problems and 
methods. 

(3) Resolved that all revenue-producing property (namely, all real 
estate, other than owner-occupied single dwellings or farms and 
the land on which they stand) should be included in the Neutral 
Panel with proportionate distribution to the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant School Boards based on the number of pupils in regular 
attendance. 

(4) Resolved that Quebec Federation would support the introduction 
of the universal adult franchise in the voting election of School 
Board members. 

tenant through rental charges. This is felt to 
be not only undemocratic but unhealthy in-
asmuch as school boards need the interest, 
support, assistance and direction of all res-
ponsible elements of the community. 

These anomalies are further increased when 
it is remembered that an increasing propor-
tion of school revenues is being raised by 
means other than the real estate tax since 
most of the other modes of taxing apply 
generally over the public at large (e.g., sales 
tax or income tax). One further effect of the 
property requirement for board membership 
is to reduce the opportunity for such public 
service by the women of the Province. 

Finally, corporations are taxed in a " Neu-
tral Panel" at the rate of the majority system 
except in Montreal where a special rate is 
used. The Neutral Panel taxes are split pro-
portionately to the number of children of 
school age in the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic groups. It is felt that this split should 
be in proportion to the number of scholars 
in regular attendance at school. A weakness 
of the system is that in multiple rented dwell-
ings (e.g., apartments) where an individual 
(not a corporation) owns the property, it is 
taxed in the Protestant or Roman Catholic 

panel, depending on the religion of such 
individual. It would be more reasonable, it 
is believed, to tax such multiple dwellings 
(and, indeed, all revenue-producing real 
estate) in the Neutral Panel. 

Then Sales Tax and School Fees 
ALTHOUGH it is well known that as a secon-
dary source of school revenue school boards 
are empowered to have a 1 % municipal sales 
tax collected for educational purposes in the 
municipal area, it is not so well known that 
there are factors in connection with the net 
possible return which have deterred many 
smaller communities from applying it. 

School fees provide the only other source 
of revenue directly controllable b y a school 
board. Those collected in Greater Montreal 

/continved on pogo 16) 

A. LESLIE PERRY 
ARCHITECT 

MONTREAL 
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Introducing 
a brand new 
feature 

~cu9~ 'ltcteJ 
6~ Al. 1<"«9~ 

Please send your notes to the Editor - and please sign your name to them 

Conference Comments: Saturday afterno on's session again was one of the most 
popular . . . Some future Federation officer material showed up in the debates on the 
resolutions - and mighty good material, too! . . . President Reubin Resin was his 
usual, easy-going, ebullient self . . . Registration reported by Conference Arrangements 
Chairman Ted Banning was 320 . .. Montreal Island associations had 11 2 Representatives 
on hand but off-the-Island units were pushing that mark with a record attendance of 94 
Representatives - a wonderful showing. 

People Who Can Talk On Thejr Feet: Mrs. George Smith (Sherbrooke) made 
a real contribution to the debate on that Association's resolution regarding non-
property owners having a voice in school board affairs . . . Mrs. Mclachlan 
(Buckingham) also scored on the same subject ... Still another lady, Mrs, Wilhemina 
Holmes (St. Laurent High), won applause for her logical yet spirited and interesting 
presentation of that Association's resolution on the need for Family Courts. 

Seen Around the Conference Dr. W . P. Percival, Federation' s Honorary President, 
was a centre of attraction at the President's Reception ... It was good to see Dr, Errol 
Amaron (Stanstead) in attendance . . . The same is true of A. W. Lang, Secretary, 
Quebec Association of Protestant School Boards, and many other staunch Home-and-
School-ers. 

H-S In Action: The Montreal press gave considerable space to the Van Horne 
Association's fight to have a proposed by-law amendment to commercialize the north 
side of Von Horne Avenue defeated in the City Council ... Kensington Association 
a lso received publicity for bike safety this spring when 3 west-end-of-Montreal young-
sters made perfect scores in the tests sponsored by the Protestant School Boord of 
Greater Montreal and the West End Traffic Council . .. Mrs. Paul Jobin, Chairman 
of the Traffic Safety Committee of that Association, organized these particular tests. 

Here & There: Congratulations are due Dr. Lawrence P. Patterson (Westmount High) 
former Vice-President of Federation upon his election as President of the Canadian Teachers' 
Federation- a big responsible job . . . Sutton Association continues its sponsorship of public 
speaking contests and reports the "finals" as one of the best drawing cards on its program .... 
A 10-year-old essayist of Guy Drummond School, writing as a "new Canadian" about 
what living in Canada means, included this: "My neighbor, Nicole, goes to her church. 
Mary, my friend, goes to hers, while I go to the synagogue. But we all play together and 
like each other very much." ... New York City's school system uses an I.Q. of 130 as 
the basis of selection which puts about 4 ½ ¼ of the school population into the so-called 
'gifted' category. If an I.Q. of 140 were used about one child in 100 would be so classed; 
if 150 were used then it would be one in 500. The problem of the gifted child has been 
under study in Montreal by a sub-committee of the School Board's Curriculum Council. 

Quotable Quotes: A. L. Evans, Superintendent of the Boys ' Farm and Training 
School at Shewbridge, is reported as noting at the annual meeting of that institution, 
" We cannot help but note the lower standard of parental supervision, the lack of 
reasonably firm discipline and the shifting moral standards in a changing world ... 
I do not think that all parents are entirely to blame for their children 's behaviour. 

(continued on poge 20) 
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The Editor 
edits 

ASSOCIATION REPORTS ON 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
One of the best attended and most eagerly the situation is finally reached after the cir-
awaited sessions of the Annual Conference cumstances leading up to the tragedy were 
is the second portion of the Saturday after- aired at a group meeting of the children, 
noon program when selected local Associa - parents and teachers of the community . 
tions report briefly on their "most successful • This film was of slightly more than an hour's 
program of the year". This session at the 7th duration and it spoke for itself so there was 
Annual Conference on May 1st was no excep- no need for organized discussion afterward. 
l ion; like its p redecessors it amply rewarded But there was much informal discussion during 
the large audience's rapt attention. the social hour which always follows our 

For very good reasons some Associations meetings. 
strayed from their assignment and dealt with Mrs. G. L. Parker, President, Drummond-
what they felt were the most interesting or ville, reported: 
rewarding events or projects of their year. Our Association, which was formed eight 
Accordingly, the reports (in some cases edited years ago, had been considering some 
because of length or inclusion of more than method of pay ing tribute to its founders and 
one " highl ight" ) have been arranged in a lso to the people who have put forth. more 
groups. than the usual effort. Honorary memberships 

were considered and a committee was formed 
New and d ifferent to study this and submit a list of names. This 
Mrs. J. C. Moore, Programme Chairman, committee found that it could not make up 
Buckingham, reported: such a list because of the risk of omitting 

At our April meeting we showed a very people who might feel themselves worthy of 
unusual film entitled, "The Remarkable lnci- such an honor. 
dent At Carson Corners". After giving the At this point out executive came up with 
matter considerable thought, we have decided the idea of holding a Founders' Night; its 
to list this meeting as our most inte resting purpose to permit tribute to be paid to the 
one of the year. Not only was the film itself founders and also all past executive members 
quite out of the ordinary but the circumstances and also to review the beginnings of the 
under which we o btained it were rather uni- organization. Records were dug into and 
que. also the original correspondence gathering 

The program appeared on television from information about the formation of the As-
Toronto sometime in January. One of our sociation. 
members suggested that it would be worth- At the Founders' Night, which was publi-
while to see it if i t could ever be made into cized by radio, newspaper and by personal 
a film suitable for showing on our 16 mm. letters, one of our past presidents made a 
projector. After a great deal of correspon- speech in which he outlined the beginnings 
dence with Toronto and C.B.S. Television i n of the organization. He read out the names 
New York, we finally o btained the kinescope of the first executive and the positions they 
for our April meeting. We mention all this had held. The names of all subsequent execu-
because we feel that it may perhaps suggest tive members were also read out and honor-
new avenues of approach to other Associa- able mention made of local business men and 
tions for obtaining different films. companies whose generosity made the As-

The picture itself is a "natural" for a Home sociation the success we feel it to be today. 
and School association as it deals with A reply to this was made by our first 
parents, teachers, children and the commu- president who outlined some of the outstand-
nity at large. It portrays in a really awesome ing achievements accomplished. The evening's 
manner a terrible accident which occurred program was completed wi th a talk by Que-
because of neglect or forgetfulness on the bee Federation President Reuben Resin. Ex-
port of several people. An understanding of (continued on page I 3/ 
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cellent refreshments were served at the end 
of the evening and Founders' Night voted a 
decided success. 

The Members entertained 
Mrs. A. Gordon, Kensington, reported: 

At our January meeting we presented the 
playlet, " Fresh Variable Winds", followed by 
a discussion led by a member of the Parent 
Education Committee. Although this type of 
program isn't original, in fact this particular 
play is probably well known to most of you, 
we feel that a program of this type is well 
worth including in your meetings. 

As we presented it, the play was acted and 
produced by parents and scholars of the 
school, and we found this local talent aroused 
a g reat deal of interest beforehand with the 
children in the cast talking about it among 
their friends. The rehearsals at the school and 
the co-operation we received on such occa-
sions were p leasant reminders to us all of 
how healthy was the Home and School atnnos-
phere in our School. 

As far as the actual mechanics of the 
production went we chose a group of act ors 
who lived fairly close together which is a wise 
precaution if your school area is large, as 
rehearsals, in the early stages, do present 
some difficulties as it isn 't always easy to get 
the children and adults in the cast together. 
The production was kept as simple as possible; 
no stage curtains or properties other than 
cho irs, etc. being used. We found that this 
approach seemed to simplify the discussion 
period afterwards as there was no theatrical 
atmosphere to break down. 

In our newsletter prior to the meeting we 
had stressed the importance of the father's 
part in the play, and so we were gratified by 
the resultant increased attendance by fath ers 
and their participation in the subsequent dis-
cussion period. We found that this play 
produced more discussion than any talk or 
film we have shown previously and this fol-
fi lled one of our aims of the year - to 
encourage greater membership participation. 

In case any Association should be consider-
ing a similar program we would also suggest 
they have a follow-up program the next 
month. We did so and found that this meet-
ing underlined what we had learned and 
discovered in our best meeting of the year. 
J. M. Fletcher, President, Asbestos-Danville-
Shipton, reported : 

Five of our 19 53-54 programs were based 
on five of the seven Quebec Federation Aims. 
Of these we felt our best effort was the 

program, " Good Parent-Teacher Conferen-
ces". 

The two playlets for this program were 
written by Dr. Powell and material obtained 
from the Apri l, 1953, issue of Home and 
Schoo/. Our Principal directed the plays and 
the cast and moderator were obtained from 
among our members. 

The "buzz sessions" which followed were 
very successful, several groups taking part 
and many viewpoints being presented. As 
this was a purely local effort, using bonafide 
Magazine material, we felt it was our out-
standing program of the year. 
Mrs. B. Silverstein, Secretary, Bancroft, 
reported: 

At our February meeting we presented a 
play called, "The c"ase of the Missing Hand-
shake" which was d irected by one of our 
teachers. Four teachers and five parents 
acted as cast and understudies. There were 
six weeks of intense rehearsals during which 
there developed a friendly and informal a t-
mosphere which has remained beyond that 
date. 

Following the play we had a discussion 
period and then held a Penny Fair with all 
members participating. 

For us this effort was a big step forward 
in the relationship with our teachers and we 
feel that if this has been the beginning of 
a closer understanding then our February 
meeting was truly the highlight of our season. 
Mrs. L. Drayon, Secretary, Aberdeen, re-
ported: 

A very successful meeting, we are happy 
to report, was a playlet presented by the 
parents of the Association. This playlet was 
obtained from Federation headquarters and 
concerned the Parent-Teacher conferences. 

They participated 
N. K. de St . Croix, past president , Verdun 
High, reported for M. Craig, Program Chair-
man: 

Our most successful program this year dealt 
with problems. It was actually a series of 
three meetings and went under the headings, 
Pupil Problems, Parent Problems, and Teacher 
Problems . . 

Each night there was a panel consisting 
of a school administrator (principal or vice-
principal), a teacher, a parent and, on pupil 
problems night, a boy an·d a girl student. 

Pupil Problems were about allowances, 
parental interference in choosing careers, bad 
reports and part time jobs. 

(continued on page 19) 
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Leonard Unsworth 
reviews 

THE PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS HELD AT 
WEST HILL HIGH SCHOOL JANUARY, 1954. 
Mr. Unsworth is the Principal of West Hill High School. 

WHEN the Home and School Executive, 
through its President, Mr. A. C. Woodward, 
approached me with regard to parent-teacher 
interviews after school hours it might well 
be said that "silence was golden" - not 
yellow, mind you! Each knew some of the 
difficulties and pitfalls which might result from 
hasty, thoughtless action. 

The suggestion, briefly, was that the School 
should plan after-school appointments with 
parents to discuss the scholastic achievements 
and attitude of the pupils immediately after 
the Christmas report has been token home. 
By this time, it was felt, teachers and parents 
would be able to assess whether or not the 
individual work was satisfactory; whether or 
not the student's attitude towards school work 
and extra-curricular activities was properly 
adjusted; certain weaknesses could be pointed 
out and certain remedies suggested. Since 
this method of bringing together class teacher 
and parent at the high school level was new, 
little was known about what the response 
might be from the parents. 

The plan finally written out at the Home and 
School Executive meeting was as follows: 

1. The December Home and School meeting 
would be a panel consisting of Dr. E. C. 
Powell (former President of Quebec Federa-
tion) and Miss Audrey Clark (Guidance Con-
sultant with the School Board) - both in-
terested in the plan and having some know-
ledge of this type of work at the elementary 
level. Their job was to convince the parents 
of the splendid opportunity which was being 
p resented to them to meet with the teacher 
to discuss - cordially and with mutua l tryst 
and understanding - their children's school 
life - physical, men!al and spiritual. They 
pointed out the approach to the' interview, 
the content which might be discussed (and the 
manner of so doing), the need for tact and 
a lso brevity in such an interview. I am very 
grateful to the members of the panel for their 
clear enunciation of the problem. The meeting 
was unanimously in favour of the scheme. 

2. The second phase was for the Principal 
to meet with his class teachers and explain 

the plan, pointing out that this would entail 
many hours of interview after a hard day's 
work. Not only would the interviews them-
selves be time-consuming, but much labour 
would be necessary beforehand to find out 
from· subject teachers the reasons for poor 
progress and poor attitude towards a subject. 
Specialists would have to be consulted, past 
records from the flies would have to be 
reviewed, etc., in order that a complete back-
ground might be presented to the parent for 
guidance. When I say that the staff meeting, 
without exception, agreed to the plan - after 
discussion of a few minor points - I think 
you will agree that the School is very 
fortunate to have such a flne group of men 
and women, willing and earnest to do all in 
their power to help parents and pupils to a 
better understanding of the School and its 
work. 

The Plan 
A letter was mimeographed to the parent 

of each pupil suggesting an interview between 
3.00 and 4.00 p .m., during the school days 
of the second week in January. The parent 
was asked to choose a day and a time most 
suitable to his or her schedule and to report 
to the School at the appointed hour. The 
response was gratifying. Out of a possible 
1,050, 568 parents expressed a wish to 
participate. For various reasons many replied 
they were unable to attend that week. Some 
parents felt it was unnecessary to come be-
cause they had seen the teacher only recently. 
A few others expressed the opinion that their 
child was perfectly happy and so were they. 
(It should be pointed out that all pupils had 
to return a reply - either YES or NO.) 

It was agreed by the teachers that probably 
flve parents could be interviewed in one 
afternoon - this was about the average for 
the teachers. Each interview lasted approxi-
mately 10 to 15 minutes. In somE! cases as 
many as 28 parents were interviewed by one 
class teacher, making it necessary to extend 
the interviews another week. Parents ex-

/continued on page 21) 
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Have the ;r;~!r fin9ertips lobe 
a with a 111oclern 9 

Movable Meridian Globe 

These days of jet planes and 
atomic power emphasize the 
importance of knowing the world 
we live in. Bring the world into 
your classroom with an accurate, 
colourful, up-to-date globe. All 
types, all sizes are available from 
M oyer. For complete details, see 
your M oyer catalogue ... contact 
your nearest Moyer office. Polar View Globe 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES LIMITED 
57 NOTRE DAME ST. WEST, MONTREAL 

MONCTON • MONTREAL • TORONTO • WINNIPEG • SASKATOON • EDMONTON 
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Everyday Miracle 
In one way or another, electricity is bound up 

in nearly everything we do. Today, electricity 
works for us evezy minute of eve1y day, doing 
tasks which- ordinary as they seem to us-would 
have been regarded as miracles by our forefathers. 

And little less than a miracle is the low cost 
we pay for the use of electric power. Yes, for only 
a few cents a day electricity saves us time, toil 
and trouble. In our hours of business and moments 
of pleasure, whether we are at home, in the office 
or on the farm electricity is our devoted, indis-
pensable servant, performing everyday miracles 
without fuss, without complaint . 
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OUR DOLLARS, cont'd 
last year, however, amounted to only 4 % of 
the total reven·ue and this is probable a 
maximum percentages because it relates to 
a highly concentrated urban school with a 
higher than average proportion of High 
School pupils. 

Supporters of the school fee method pre-
sent its advantages as a direct, recognizable 
fee locally spent and controlled; a reasonably 
forecastable item in school financing; and 
only a small proportion of the actual cost of 
educating the child. 

The disadvantages are that the charge 
bears most heavily on families with a larger 
number of children attending school. In cer-
tain families, and particularly at High School 
level, the fee may well result in the child 
leaving school with consequent loss of un-
developed ability. Although school boards 
have wide discretion to waive fees, any tax 
method which in effect applies a "means 
test" is repulsive to most of the population. 
Since the total amount collected is low in 
proportion to total revenues required it may 
be that the time spent by teachers and school 
staffs in collecting the fee is out of propor-
tion to the amount collected. Besides the 
foregoing, as a citizen, the parent has already 
paid his proper sha,re of school costs through 
the regular taxing channels. 

And Certain Other Sources 
THER~ are other sources of revenue which, 
since they are grants, are uncontrolled sources 
insofar as school boards are concerned. 

The Public School Fund is a grant voted 
annually by the Legislature. It is divided be-
tween the Protestant and Romon Catholic 
systems in proportion to the number of chil-
dren in each. A percentage of the salaries 
of teachers of Grades I to VII is paid to each 
school municipality, based on the assessed 
valuation per . teacher but subject to adjust-
ment. 

The Superior Education Fund provides 
grants for Universities, High Schools, Inter-
mediate and Primary Schools on the recom-
menda.tion of the Roman Catholic or Protes-
tant Committee of the Council of Education, 
divided between the two sister systems pro-
portionately to the respective population of 
the Province according to the then last census. 

The Poor Municipalities Fund provides 
g rants for rural school municipalities of ele-
mentary status under certain conditions. 

Building and Repair grants are made to 
school boards for new buildings in instal-
ments, generally over a period of 5 years, 

and a lso for repairs to existing buildings. 
Greater Montreal does not participate in 
these building grants. 

In addition there are grants for Transporta-
tion and other special items. 

A Challenge 
ALL the foregoing, supported by many figures, 
tabulations and other data, was studied by 
the School Finance Committee with a view 
to making its findings and recommendations 
available -

(a) for the purpose of fully informing mem-
ber associations a nd encouraging their 
interest in school finance; 

(b) for the submission to such other inte-
rested organizations and educational 
authorities as our Federation may de-
cide; 

(c) and as a base for such further studies 
as may be recommended by Federation. 

In making our study we accepted several 
premises. 

An education, we felt, adequate for our 
times and within the individual child's limits 
of ability and intelligence, should be avail-
able with democratic impartiality to all chil-
dren between the presently accepted age 

(continued on page 17) 

The Seo/ of Perfect Baking 

Look for the 
seal of perfect baking 

on every box of 
biscuits you buy. 

It's your guarantee of 
the best in biscuits ..• 
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limits of compulsory education and should be 
encouraged beyond such age limits by every 
reasonable means. 

Since each individual, family, municipality 
and rural community, corporation and industry 
benefits from the education provided for our 
children across the whole Province, it is 
reasonable to visualize that a considerable 
proportion (if not all) of the total costs of 
education could logically be borne by a 
broadly based method of taxation which 
would not be directed at restricted groups 
or types of taxpayers, but rather which would 
derive funds by reasonable taxation of our 
entire population and corporate organization, 
and would recognize that the tax burden 
must in the long run be related to ability to 
pay. 

A public which is fully and clearly informed 
as to the philosophy and purpose of educa-
tion, the educational methods used and the 
amounts expended and collected for educa-
tional purposes, must constitute the ultimate 
safeguard to our educational purposes and 
our Provincial progress. Our Committee reco-
gnized the importance of the work of Quebec 
Federation in better interpreting to the publ ic 

our schools and the educational purposes for 
which our teachers ore striving. The field of 
interpreting the purpose, mechanics and re-
sults of our school financing provides a chal-
lenge and on opportunity which your Com-
mittee felt should be seized by our Home and 
School Associations, our School Boards and 
our Provincial educationa l authorities. 

(Editor's Nole: Requests for copies of the "Report of 
the School Finonce Committee - Morch 25, 1954" will 
be gladly filled so long as supplies lost. Write F. W. 
Price, Corresponding Secretory, Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations, 4589 Wilson Avenue, 
Mon/real 28, P.Q. Why not ask your Program Chairman 
lo include the subject of school finance in his or her 
plons1 The report, itself, will assist ony panel of your 
members in preparing o discussion ond your loco/ 
School Board con help since their problems ore your 
problems.) 

Support your "QUARTERS FOR HEADQUARTERS" COM-
MITTEE! 

Your help will be needed in the ··ouorters for Heod-
quorters" Campaign. 

A quarter is less than - o package of cigarettes -
on ice-cream sundae - o gallon of gos. 

Did you know thot between 1946 ond 1952 Conodion 
Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federation doubled 
in size? Fastest growing voluntary organization in Canada, 
it now numbers 242,000 family units. 

HALIFAX 
MONTREAL 

ARTISTS MATERIALS 
BY 

OTTAWA 
TORONTO 

WINSOR & NEWTON 

CATALOGUE ON REQUEST 

THE 

HAMILTON 
WINNIPEG 
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. .. that practically all the sterling silver 
sold in 19 Birks stores across Canada is made 
in Birks' own craftshops in Montreal. 

.. . t11at groups of senior school pupils will 
he welcomed on a tour of ou r Silver Craft. 
shops if accompanied by a teacher. Arrange-
ments should be made Lwo weeks in advance. 
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NOT FUNNY, cont'd 
The senators looked at the comics and were 
"aghast". 

Before 1945, says Dr. Wertham, the crime 
comic book industry had a monopoly on the 
brutalization of children. Today it has compe-
tition from television and other media. He 
charges that TV hos taken the worst out of 
the comic books from sadism to superman 
(which breeds race hatreds, he soys) and he 
adds that the great obstacle to the future of 
good television for children is comic books. 

Dr. Wertham's suggestion to combat what 
he calls the "moral disarmament" of comic 
books is the public health approach to legisla-
tion on the subject. 

He says that "just as we have ordinances 
against the pollution of water, so now we 
need ordinances againsf the pollution of chil-
dren's minds." 

He is well aware that people, even those 
connected with mental hygiene programs, 
think he overstates his case and argue that 
even the fairy tales have an element of 
sadism. Their arguments fail to impress him 
after years of dealing with young delinquents 
in psychiatric clinics. 

A frightening book, no parent can read it 
without feeling uneasy. This is exactly what 
the author intends for once parents are stirred 
to action the death kneel of comic books 
will be sounded. 

P.A.P.T. INVITATION 
The Provincial Association of Protestant 

Teachers of Quebec has extended a most 
cordial invitation to all home-and-school-ers 
to attend its 90th Annual Convention to be 
held Thursday and Friday, October 7th and 
8th. Feature events include the followings: 
Thursday - 10:45 a.m. at West Hill Assem-

. bly Hall - "Children's Literature" 
An address by Miss Helen R. Sattley, 
Director, School Library Service, New 
York City. 

Thursday - 8: 15 a.m. at Assembly Hall, High 
School of Montreal - Dr. W. E. Blatz, 
Director of the Institute of Child Study, 
University of Toronto, will discuss pro-
gressive education in the light of the 
"Neatby controversy". 

Friday - 10:45 p.m. at West Hill Assembly 
Hall - Dr. W. P. Percival, Director of 
Protestant Education, will discuss present 
and future conditions of Protestant edu-
cation in Quebec. 

"Quarters for 
Headquarters" 

Established 27 years ago, Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher Federation -
our national body - has a membership of 
over 200 000 families and is the largest 
voluntary ~rganization in Canada. And yet it 
is only this year that it hos acquired - with 
borrowed money - a national headquarters. 

Each association, through its Provincial 
Federation, has promised to raise the $39,000 
required to repay the borrowed funds. All 
Provinces except Quebec have their cam-
ptiigns well under way but ours is planned 
for January, 1955. Like the others, our Fede-
ration hos adopted the slogan, "Quarters for 
Headquarters" and has pledged "a quarter 
from each member family". Since we have 
close to 20,000 such members, our objective 
is $5,000. 

Your local Executive will be deciding 
shortly how your Association will raise its 
quota. We ask your wholehearted support of 
your local fund raising committee. 

!SOBEL SHUSTER, Chairman, 
Headquarters Campaign Committee. 

The Home and School Movement' s pri me object is to 
promote the welfare of children ond youth. 

One of our objects is to promote and secure adequa te 
legislation for the care and protection of children and 
youth. 

An H-S objective is to obtain the best for each child 
accord ing to his physical, menta l, social and spiritual 
needs. 

ALEXANDER CRAIG LIMITED 
PAINTERS and DECORATORS 

FURNITURE REFINISHING DEPARTMENT 
BE. 3284 - 371 Lemoine Street 

PAINTING DEPARTMENT 
Gl. 3928 - 777 De Seigneurs Street 
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ASSOCIATION REPORTS, cont'd 
Parent Problems dealt with their selection 

of their children's friends, going steady, teen-
age cha!)eroning, time to go to bed, and 
how to keep children in school to the end of 
Grade 11. 

To add interest to the program a short skit 
with student participation was presented deal-
ing with the last program. 

In the Teacher Problems program home-
work, examinations and poor work habits 
were discussed. The panel at this meeting 
was made up of a minister, a vice-principal 
and a teacher. In order to bring in student 
participation in this last gathering four pupils 
debated "The Home has a greater influence 
than the School". 

Our programs had a different moderator 
each night and a real effort was made to 
have the audience ask questions and take 
part. This aspect went very well and some of 
the discussions had to be limited. These pro-
grams were chosen ... because comments 
from the members seemed to indicate that 
these were things they wanted to hear about 
at Home and School. They enjoyed seeing the 
students take part, meeting the administrators 
and teachers, and having the opportunity to 
express themselves. 
Andrew C. Woodward, President, West Hill 
High, reported: · 

The theme of our program this past year 
was "Your School" under the very capable 
leadership of Mrs. P. J. Dow. The most out-
standing item was Parent-Teacher conferen-

. ces, a subject introduced by a panel, Dr. 
Edward C. Powell, Miss Audrey Clark, Mr. 
Harold R. W. Goodwin, Mr. Leonard Uns-
worth, our principal, and myself. This was 
followed by an invitation from the School 
to all parents to come the second week of 
January to discuss the Christmas report. Over 
550 parents took advantage of this opportu-
nity to discuss their children ' s progress. 

(Editor's note: Mr. Unsworth' s account of 
these conferences will be found elsewhere 
in this issue.) 
Axel Eeg, President, Pointe Claire, reported: 

On the basis of attendance our January, 
1954, meeting must certainly be mentioned 
because of a record 81 ¾ turnout. We do 
feel, however, that we must discuss our 
February meeting as the season's highlight. 

The question for the night was: "What do 
you expect from your Home and School As-
sociation?" A panel of four, representing the 
School Board, School Staff, Town Council and 
Parents ably provided many interesting an-

rcontinued on page 22) 

October , 1954 f I 9 1 

,----- Theatrical Headquarters-----. 

FOR THOSE WHO DANCE 

Sl.25 

Unusual Costume 
FABRICS 

TR.IMS 
ACCESSORIES 

JOHNNY BROWN 
637 Burnside St. - BE. 3221 - Montreal 

Bock of Eaton's and Mor gan 's 

Quebec Home and School 



Many times there are factors outside the home which contribute. We meet many 
parents and most of them are sincerely interested in the welfare of their children but 
we are amazed to find how little they know about them". 

Help: The Editor reports that certain copies of this magazine are missing from the file and 
would sincerely appreciate receiving the following for the archives: Vol. I, Nos. 1 to 6 
inclusive, also No. 8 and No. 1 O; Vol. II, No. 5; Vol. Ill, No. 6 ... Please don't be shy 
about sending yours in - even if he receives more than one copy of a certain issue, all 
will be useful ... And his thanks to you - and you - and you ... ! 

About People Doing Things: Dr. L. E. Socolow after doing a wonderful job 
for this magazine resigned last spring as Chairman of the Editorial Board but he's 
back again in charge of the toughest job of all - circulation. As someone said, 
admiringly, "What a man!" We can all make it easier for him by getting our sub-
scriptions in early, however - and by getting at least one other home-and-school-er 
to subscribe! . .. Another gentleman by the name of Resin has appeared in our 
ranks, this time Federation President Reuben Resin's brother, M . M. Resin, as President 
of Royal Vale Association ... Our new Editorial Board Chairman, L. G. Gage, is 
one of those much to be admired, hard-working newspapermen - editor of two 
papers in St. John. 

COUNCIL OF REPRESENT A JIVES 

The first meeting of the Federation Council will be held on Saturday, October 23, ot 2.30 p.m. 

Place: Mocdonold High School, Ste. Anne de Bellevue. 

Your Association's three official Representat ives ore invited to attend, and the meeting is open to all 

Home and School members. For details of agenda, see your President. 

You'll Enjoy Shopping at Greater Simpson's 
Montreal's favourite store has doubled in size! 
All the new and improved facilities of Greater Simpson's 
have come into full operation. There's a fine new 
Budget Floor ... New departments have been added, 
old departments enlarged ... And how \i 
you'll like riding on the wide, smooth, 
quiet, comfortable escalators! Yes, 
more than ever, you'll enjoy shopping •~t 
at Greater Simpson's! 

THE ROBERT SIMPSON COMPANY LIMITED _.,_ __ 

QUALIT Y DAIRY PR ODU CTS 

HEAD OFFICE: N .O.G. BRANCH : 

4 141 ST. ANDRE ST. 920 DECARIE BLVD. 

FR. 3121 DE. 3561 
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P-T INTERVIEWS, cont'd 
pressed their appreciation of the interest and 
knowledge shown by the teachers, and the 
teachers, on their part, were agreably sur-
prised by the few facts necessary to point 
out to the parents the weaknesses and 
strengths of the children. The majority of 
parents seemed to know their children very, 
very well. Out of the more than 500 inter-
views not more than 6 were classified by the 
teachers as antagonistic, lacking in sympathy 
or understanding - in other words, dis-
appointing. 
The Findings 

When it was all over the teachers sighed 
a deep sigh of relief - they were weary 
but they were pleased. A contact with the 
home had been made which in many, many 
cases could not have been established other-
wise - or perhaps, too late. Out of the 33 
class teachers involved, 6 were not in favour 
of renewal next year, and I was conditional 
on certain changes being made. It was felt 
that the following weaknesses were evident: 

(a) Parents of pupils making very unsatis-
factory progress, or whose attitude towards 
school was indifferent or rebellious, did not 
participate in the plan. However, these parents 
were, in most cases, contacted by me or the 
pupil was given special attention by the 
Guidance Counsellors. 

(bl Interviews had to be cut short on occa-
sions, and some teachers believed that only 
parents of unsatisfactory pupils should be 
asked to attend. But I am of the opinion that 
alf parents should be given the opportunity 
to attend, even though the week of interviews 
might have to be lengthened. 

What of the opinion of the pupils? Over-
whelmingly against such nonsense! Many dis-
covered thqt teacher and parent were in 
agreement as to the reasons for their short-
comings - too many outside activities, too 
little homework, lack of attention in class. 
While others discovered it was unnecessary 
and dangerous for them to study all evening 
and every evening - without play. But; all 
agree Iha the home and School were brought 
nearer together - much nearer than a tele-
phone call, or a report sent home by mail. 
Conclusions 

The experiment was successful, and in our 
opinion the reasons for this success were: 

(a) The careful planning by the Home and 
School Association with the co-operation of 
a loyal and faithful staff. 

(bl Understanding parents, interested deep-
ly in their children's development and at the 
same time placing confidence in the teachers 
and supporting them in their difficult and 
all-important task. 
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ZENITH HEARING AIDS 

Earmould Impressions - Batteries and Accessories 
Home Demonstrations b y Appointment 

ELWOOD MARK, Manager 

Room 205 - 5726 Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal 

f..L 
Classical Ballet, Modern Dance 

326 Victoria Ave., Westmount, Que, 

Phone WA. 8111-2 
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ASSOCIATION REPORTS, cont'd 
swers and concrete suggestions. Mr. Gordon 
Sinclair of Radio Station CFCF acted as 
moderator and did so in a style and manner 
that was greatly appreciated by all present. 

A lively discussion from the floor took 
place and this was very refreshing because 
we now realize fully thci~ our members are 
keenly interested in H & S activities and 
welcomed the opportunity of expressing them-
selves at an open meeting. 

One major conclusion drawn from this 
meeting is that it is a good idea to stop, 
once in a while, and ask ourselves what we 
are doing and where we are going. 

They "went -to school" 
E. Seaman, President, Drummond, reported: 

Our best meeting this year was the result 
of a number of "gripes". It seems that many 
of our parents were dissatisfied with the lack 
of "excellent" ratings on their youngsters' 
reports. This problem was discussed at an 
exclusive meeting and Mr. Stewart, our prin-
cipal, suggested and carried out an "Adult 
Education Program." 

As each parent entered the hall they were 
given a folder containing a word scrabble, 
game, an arithmetic test and a grammar test. 
Mr. Stewart then explained that there would 
be a number of slides shown - just as a 
refresher of course - on grade school gram-
mar and arithmetic. 

A time limit was then given for each of the 
papers. They were then marked and totalled. 
How many of these bright parents (myself 
included) do you think had . "excellent"? 
None! Ten or twelve had either "very good" 
or "good". These parents were issued "Cer-
tificates of Excellence" attesting to their 
ability to help their children with homework. 

Following this more slides were shown on 
the interesting designs and scenes that can 
be done with colored paper stick-ups. Five or 
six people were then assigned to each class-
room; There they found scissors, paste, colored 
paper, etc. 

You should have seen some of the mon-
strosities. The best four pictures, or stick-ups, 
were selected and certificates of "The Ancient 
Order of Master Artists" presented to those 
participants. 

A thoroughly entertaining evening was 
enjoyed by all with a little better than usual 

opportunity to meet the other parents and we 
all realized that "excellents" on a report are 
the exception rather than the rule. 

Mrs. Marjorie T. Procter, President, Bronx 
Park, reported: 

Our Educational Open House, held in 
Morch, was extremely well attended and very 
much enjoyed by all. 

After a short business meeting, Mr. A. W. 
Lang gave us a very witty but very wise 
account of his observations of the progress 
of education during the past 40 years. We 
were all heartened by liis complete confidence 
that modern youngsters are no more head-
strong, lazy or undisciplined than they were 
considered to be 40 years ago, but are 
certainly more literate. 

After his talk parents were given the op-
portunity to visit the classrooms. Every member 
of the Staff was present and in each class-
room text books and exercise books were 
on view on the children's desk. There were 
example of arithmetic tests, spelling tests and 
handwriting exercises on display around the 
walls as well as example of the children's 
art. Parents were encouraged to visit all the 
rooms and see all they wished, and the 
teachers were helpful in explaining courses 
of study and methods of teaching. 

(to be concluded next month) 

We promise you a bigger and heller QUEBEC HOME 
AND SCHOOL - just give us your support by subscribing 
early. 

How obout helping us to give you a better QUEBEC 
HOME AND SCHOOL by securing another subscription for 
us? 

QUEBEC HOME AND SCHOOL will feature more items of 
interest to the general member. 

Help your Association to obtain the special subscription 
rotes available to Associations enrolling 80% of member-
ship. Get your subscription and your neighbour's in now. 

de BELLE & WHITE 
ARCHITECTS 

• 

5925 MONKLAND AVE. MONTREAL 
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Moyer School 
furniture 

clean • easier • wear harder • last longer 
Laboratory tests have proved that 
this new amazingly durable syn-
thetic finish will remain intact and 
free from damage even when sub-
jected to all the hazards of rugged 
school use. 

" Vila-Seal" helps cut your main-
tenance and depreciation costs be-
cause of its exceptional hardness, 
scuff and mar-resistant qualities. 
*T. M . Reg. Can. 

Ink, grease, gum, waterpaints, etc., 
respond like magic to light solvents, 
without causing any damage to the 
finish itself. 

"Vila-Seal" finish is now applied 
to all Moyer school furniture - at 
no extra cost. Before placing your 
next furniture order, be sure to ask 
your nearest Moyer office for all the 
facts on " Vila-Seal" . 

N10T~ER SCHOOL SUPPLIES' LIMITED 
57 NOTRE DAME ST. WEST MONTREAL 

MONCTON • MONTREAl '• TORONTO • WINNIPEG • SASKATOON • EDMONTON 
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~II the beauty ... all · 
. _ .- ~.,,_ ,. -the features ... all the cooking 

efficiency you could ever want, are 
built into the All-New Gurney Electric 

Ranges .•. We're proud to sell these All-New Gurneys 
•.. You'll be proud to own one ... your family will be 
even prouder of your cooking! 

SEE IT-YOU'Li. WANT IT! 

Yovr Northern Ele~tril; Dealer is a good man to knowl 
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