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Union United Church (1907): 
Sunday school Library

United Negro Improvement 
Association (1919): 
Black Library

Negro Community Center (1927): 
Community Library

Community 
institutions
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§ “The library, believed to be the first Black 
Library established in Montreal, contained 
books on African history and African heroes 
to tell Blacks of their heritage and contribute 
to their self-improvement and self-identity in 
keeping with the general UNIA philosophy.” 
(Bertley, 1983, p. 91)
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Black authors

Black histories

Black perspectives

Knowledge for social 
transformation



z Access to knowledge

Production of knowledge

Preservation of knowledge

Political participation 
and knowledge
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Black community libraries

Black community archives

Black Community research

Historical underrepresentation 
in libraries, archives, 
universities and research 
centers
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Resarch projects on:

Employment 
Housing

Demographics
Needs

etc.



zFrom an event to an 
institution
The Socioeconomic Summet for the 
development of Black youth
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From a study committee to a 
research observatory

The Black communities Observatory
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2 programs

1. Research and experimentation
- Socioeconomic axis 

- Youth axis

2. Community development
-Community mobilization axis
-Education and training axis

-Communication axis
-Political watch

Connecting research and community 
development
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Collaboration, co-construction, communities of practice, experimentation, 
knowledge mobilization.

Research that aims to bring together, mobilize and participate in 
community development
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The Black 
communities 
Observatory

Black communities pooling, organizing 
and producing knowledge for social 

transformation 


