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CURRENT NEWS

ONABSE & Community News & Updates 
 
Olive Creary-Satchell has recently stepped down from her position as ONABSE Treasurer.
ONABSE would like to say a heartfelt thanks to Olive for her years of hard work and service. We
collectively wish her all the best in her future endeavours and we will truly miss working with her! 
 
ONABSE Board Positions up for Election: 
Administration Commission Chair  
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Higher Education Commission Chair 
Program Development and Research and Evaluation Commission Chair 
Parliamentarian 
Treasurer 
 
If you are interested in becoming a candidate for one of these Board positions, please download
the ONABSE nomination form by clicking here. Please click here for more details on the vacant
positions and ONABSE. 
 
You must be an ONABSE member in good standing to be considered. Please see the ONABSE
Membership Application details at the bottom of the page for more membership details.
 
Each ONABSE member is asked to participate in the commission(s) of his/her choice and
members are encouraged to select the commission(s) which parallel(s) their job functions, work
experience and/or area of interest.  
 
If you are interested in working with an ONABSE Commission, please reach out to one or more
of the following Commission Chairs: 
 
Interim Administration: Jackilyn Wallace (administrators@onabse.org) 
 
Interim Higher Education: Debi Knott (higher-ed@onabse.org) 
 
Governance: Alexis Dawson (governance@onabse.org) 
 
Instructional Strategies and Support: Alison Robinson (instructional@onabse.org) 
 
Mental Health and Well-Being: Cheryl Woolnough (mentalhealth@onabse.org) 
 
Parents: Jacqui Getfield (parents@onabse.org)
 
Interim Program Development and Research: Audrey Littlejohn (research@onabse.org) 
 
Retired Educators: Dr. Elizabeth Sinclair-Artwell (retired@onabse.org) 
 
Students: DeiJaumar Clarke (students@onabse.org)
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Join Ontario Alliance of Black School Educators (ONABSE), along with various local education
advocacy groups and activists on November 23 at 6pm to discuss the deep impact of racial
inequities within the school boards across the Toronto, York, Durham, Peel regions. 
 
This online forum is open to all concerned educators, activists, advocates, parents/guardians,
students and all members of the community who want to engage in an open dialogue about the
unique systemic challenges racialized students continue to encounter in our schools. We will
also discuss how the school boards across the Ontario regions can address these issues directly
and immediately in order to better support our racialized students. 
 
We invite you to join us in having an open and honest conversation about the concerns related
to racism in schools in the Ontario region. We also want to collectively identify a few key
recommendations for systemic change within the school boards that can result in better
educational opportunities and outcomes for all our children especially our Indigenous, Black and
other racialized children in the system! 
 
Please contact us at events@onabse.org if you have any questions or suggestions. 
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Event registration link here: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/racial-equity-in-education-forum-black-community-tickets-
126861862245?
fbclid=IwAR1TXu2ttHGIy6ioWOeUpY7InYzxSNW6HuPqQtAWggObFz6dt2WSKy_stqM

Free Registration: https://onabse-2020-agm.eventbrite.ca
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ONABSE is in the process of preparing our multi-year strategic plan and we would greatly
appreciate your input and feedback. 
 
Please click on the link below to fill out our survey by September 21st, 2020, to help us better
serve students, educators and families in Ontario and for the chance to win a free annual
membership: 
 
ONABSE SURVEY LINK: 
https://forms.gle/SBarT19VrxPVasuy8
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ONABSE has been heavily affected by COVID-19. We've had to postpone our annual
conference to facilitate workshops, keynote speakers, idea sharing, networking and support for
Black students, educators and families in the province of Ontario and beyond. Our conferences
are a major revenue-generating source for us. We are holding this fundraiser in order to help
assist our efforts to support and advocate for education-related matters, policies and issues that
affect the Black community in the province. 
 
Please click on the link below to donate: 
gf.me/u/yv3qww
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https://www.nabse.org/virtual-48th-conference/
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Man arrested after allegedly assaulting Black elementary student 
https://www.680news.com/2020/10/27/man-facing-charges-after-allegedly-assaulting-
black-student-glen-ames/

DR. GEORGE DEI FROM OISE IS SEEKING YOUR HELP 
 
Dr. George Dei is currently doing a study investigating the role of Elders in African schools and
Canadian educational contexts, their value and importance, the particular teaching and
instructional strategies they employ, and lessons that can be applied more broadly to the
Canadian educational system. By understanding how the Indigenous knowledge of African
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Elders can be applied in Black communities in the diaspora, the proposed study seeks to
redress colonial educational systems that fail to support Black youth. The study has 4 main
objectives: (1) understand how African Elders could serve as cultural knowledge custodians in
Canadian schools, the effects that Elders’ cultural knowledge may have on Black and minority
education, and challenges to integrating Elders into Canadian schools; (2) identify specific
teachings relating to community, social responsibility, environment, Land, social justice, equity,
youth leadership, respect, and mutual interdependence that can be learned from Elders, and
how these could influence educational and social successes for youth and help develop a
counter-vision of education; (3) to identify the roles of, and challenges faced by, community
Elders in the teaching of cultural knowledge in specific case studies in Africa and Canada; and
(4) determine, by comparing and analyzing case studies, the most promising approaches that
can be adopted by educators in pluralistic contexts who wish to work with local cultural
knowledge in support of counter-visions for education. 
 
Phases One and Two of the study focussed on a study sample of elders, teachers, parents and
students from Ghana and South Africa respectively. The current third phase will focus on a
similar sample in Toronto and Halifax. Already, there has already been interviews with Elders,
parents, educators and students in the Halifax area and is still on-going. For the Toronto the
study will conduct in- depth interview a sample of at least 15 participants each from a cohort
of: a) educators/teachers/school administrators, b) parents, c) Elders and, d) students each. 
 
Given Covid-19 restrictions the interviews either individually or in groups will be over ZOOM link. 
 
Thank you and best regards. 
 
Nana 
 
Please email research@onabse.org if you are interested in participating.

Single Mothers Inspiring Leadership in Education (SMILE) would like to invite you to 
our 8th Annual Gala/ Telethon on Saturday November 14, 2020. This year the event will be held 
virtually from our office at 30 Eglinton Avenue West, Mississauga from 7pm 9-pm. 
 
https://www.thesmilefoundation.ca/
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https://parentsofblackchildren.org/black-parent-mentorship-program/?
mc_cid=6e91680499&mc_eid=5826a97cdf

Ministry of Education to Revoke Ontario Regulation 274 to Prioritize Merit over Seniority in
Teacher Hiring Practices 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/58822/ontario-ensures-teaching-jobs-go-to-the-best-
educators

The African-Canadian Christian Network (ACCN) is Accepting Applications from High
Performing and High Achieving Black Youth to Attend the Top Ranked Independent Schools in
the GTA. 
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    ACCN is committed to providing safe and equitable spaces for students who face barriers to
success, in order to improve their life outcomes.  
 
To support their academic success, we have forged great partnerships so that boys and girls
from our community can benefit from attending some of the top ranked Independent Schools in
the GTA through Scholarships and Financial Aid.  
 
Partnering schools span regions such as Durham, Toronto, Peel, and York. Details are in the
attached Read Me Firstdocument. 
 
We encourage you to register to attend the virtual Open House events hosted by the schools, as
this is the most effective way for you and your child to learn more about the schools while getting
your questions answered.  
 

Application submission deadline to ACCN is November 14th, 2020 
Qualified applicants will be interviewed virtually as applications are received 
We encourage submissions sooner rather than later

Important documents for you:

Click here for the "Read Me First" document
Click here to complete the application
Copy this link for the Teacher's Evaluation and send to your child's teacher to
complete

You’re Out of Your Mind if You Think I’m Ever Going Back to School’ 
When learning is virtual, Black parents can watch for unfair treatment. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/opinion/virtual-school-
racism.html#click=https://t.co/aHVYeJEEa2

Students call for accountability in high school guidance offices 
Students say its far too easy to be discriminated against and far too difficult to complain if you
don't have a supportive guidance counselor.  
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-39-metro-morning

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
Job alert! Peel District School Board is looking for 4 Graduation Coaches to support Black
Students. Interested? Visit us at https://bit.ly/3oaTqHn 
#jointhepeelfam @PeelSchools
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 ONABSE Membership:  
 
Please visit http://onabse.org/membership.html to fill out the membership form online for new
memberships and renewals. You can also download the form below by clicking on it. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
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FOLLOW US!
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