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Presentation Notes
I am a Montrealer 
Thank-you to: Audience, Anna, John, QUESCREN
Blurb about myself – Evolution of my own research project 
Black lives matter 
Hype is dying down



Indigenous Affirmation 

W e  p a y re sp e c t  t o  t h e  Ka n ie n ’ke h a :ka p e o p le , 
w h o  a re  t h e  t ra d it io n a l g u a rd ia n s  o f t h is  la n d . 

W e  a ckn o w le d g e  t h e ir lo n g st a n d in g  
re la t io n sh ip  w it h  t h is  t e rrit o ry, w h ich  re m a in s  

u n ce d e d . W e  p a y re sp e c t  t o  a ll In d ig e n o u s 
p e o p le  in  t h is  re g io n , fro m  a ll n a t io n s a c ro ss  

Ca n a d a . W e  a ckn o w le d g e  t h e  t ra d it io n a l 
kn o w le d g e  ke e p e rs , b o t h  yo u n g  a n d  o ld . An d  

w e h o n o u r t h e ir co u ra g e o u s le a d e rs : p a st , 
p re se n t , a n d  fu t u re .

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a descendant of African victims of human trafficking who were violently displaced to unceded  lands, I declare my deeply respectful solidarity, while paying tribute to my African ancestors. 
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Black Communi ties of Quebec 



Quebec – Second Largest Black Population

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Quebec – 5% of the total population 
Among Black people 20% English as a first language 

Of Quebec’s total Black population, 18.1% (57,781) are considered to have English as their first official language spoken from the Census (Table 2). Montreal (CMA) is home to around 85% of Quebec’s Black population and this community is the largest visible minority group in both Montreal and the province of Quebec.



“Tu viens d’où ”

Immigrant Jamaican Refugee International 
student 

Haitian Visible 
minority

"West 
Indian" “African”

???

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Because the community is so diverse not every Black person is going to have the same experience. However, there are certainly common trends 

I have colleagues who, when they arrived from Africa in Quebec, learned for the first time in their lives that they were black because it was simply not a way to organize themselves on the social plan at home. So they are experiencing a process of racialization that they are not even aware of and it is a bit shocking when they do not understand the social relationships that exist, especially when they experience racism for the first time.
While in Haiti where there is a significant history of slavery, these immigrants can understand very easily how the racial colonial hierarchy works and the effects.
All this to say that I am very proud to be represented today as part of Black History Month but it is impossible for me to represent all black people in Quebec.
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Presentation Notes
Minority within the minority, within the minority 
Minoritized groups 
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Presentation Notes
What do know about Black youth in. Quebec schools 



Overview of Black Youth Educational 
Portrait 

Lower than average academic performance 

Lower than average high school graduation rates

Underrepresentation in enriched programs in public schools

Underrepresentation in private schools

Overrepresentation in general adult education 

Overrepresentation in special education 

Underrepresentation in postsecondary education  

Caldas et al., 2009; Kamanzi, 2023; Mc Andrew & Ledent, 2008; Mc Andrew et al., 2011; Livingstone & Weinfield, 2017; Potvin & Leclercq, 2014



Understanding the Educational Portrait

Race, 
Blackness 

GenderSocial 
Class

Language, 
Culture,
Ethnicity

Culturalist Perspective

Critical Perspective

Socio-Demographic 
Factors

Systemic and Structural
Factors 



From a Culturalist to a Critical Perspective
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Overrepresentation of Black Students in 
Special Education 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Taking a closer glimpse at this OR phenomenon, it happens in both linguistic education sectors and is slightly more significant in the French sector. 



Overrepresentation of Black Students in 
Special Education 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similarly, students designated with special needs can either find themselves
 included in regular settings with accommodations and services or 
placed in special classes and schools. 
So there is also an OR of Black students in special environments with the situation this time being slightly more significant in the English sector. 



Anglophone Black Students in Special 
Education 

“Re g u la r” Sch o o ls  “Sp e c ia l” Sch o o ls  

Yo u t h  Se c t o r 
(Hig h  Sch o o ls) 

En g lish  Sch o o l Bo a rd s 



Anglophone Black Students in Special 
Education 

St u d e n t s
N=20

Te a ch e rs
n  = 7 

Ad m in is t ra t o rs  
n  = 9

Gu id a n ce  
cou n se lo rs

n  = 3

Be h a vio ra l 
t e ch n ic ia n s

n  = 1

P la ce m e n t  
com m it t e e  
m e m b e rs

n  = 3



Special Education Placement Process

Re fe rra l fro m  
"re g u la r" 

sch o o l

Tra n sit io n  fro m  
"re g u la r" t o  

"sp e c ia l" sch o o l 

P la ce m e n t  in  
"sp e c ia l sch o o l"



Referral From “Regular” School
If [a  fa ilin g  s t u d e n t ] h a d  s t a ye d  a t  o u r 
sch o o l, t h e y w o u ld  h a ve  m a yb e  h a d  
fa ile d  m u lt ip le  g ra d e s a n d  ju st  b e e n  
p u sh e d  u p , a n d  t h e n  sp e n t  t h e ir 
a ca d e m ic  ca re e r a t  a  b e lo w  st a n d a rd  
su cce ss  ra t e , w h e re a s  t h e y a re  
t ra n sfe rre d  t o  a  [sp e c ia l] sch o o l, t h e y 
ca n  b e  w it h  a  co h o rt  a n d  a n  
e xp e rie n c e t h a t  re fle c t s  s o m e  s o rt  o f 
s u c c e s s fu l p ro c e s s fo r t h e m  in st e a d  
o f ju st  a lw a ys  b e in g  in  a  fa ilin g  
p o s it io n (Le o , a d m in , re g u la r sch o o l). 

Ho n e st ly, I h a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l...I w a s s t ill b a d  
a t  m a t h  a n d  I g o t  t h is  re a lly s t ric t  t e a ch e r 
a n d  it  w a s re a lly h a rd  fo r m e  t o  co p e  in  t h e  
c la ss , so  I ju st  w o u ld n 't  t a lk  o r a sk q u e st io n s 
ca u se  like  if yo u  a s k e d  a  q u e s t io n t h a t  w a s, I 
w o u ld  sa y “st u p id ” t o  h e r, s h e 'd  k in d  o f 
s c re a m  a t  yo u ...If I a ske d  so m e t h in g , I’d  kin d  
o f fe e l d u m b  fo r a skin g  it , c a u s e  it 's  lik e : 
“Oh , yo u  s h o u ld  k n o w  t h a t ”. So , I w o u ld n 't  
a s k  fo r  h e lp  [...] I w a s ju st  fe d  u p  o f it , ca u se  I 
w a s n 't  g e t t in g  t h e  h e lp  I n e e d e d (Ra q u e lle , 
s t u d e n t ).

St u d e n t  
W e ll-Be in g

So c io -Aca d e m ic  
Ne g le c t  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain the placement process. 
Other student : unresponsive (intimidation, racial bullying, gender based bullying) 

If [a failing student] had stayed at our school, they would have maybe had failed multiple grades and just been pushed up, and then spent their academic career at a below standard success rate, whereas they are transferred to a [special] school, they can be with a cohort and an experience that reflects some sort of successful process for them instead of just always being in a failing position (Leo, admin, regular school). 

Honestly, I hated that school...I was still bad at math and I got this really strict teacher and it was really hard for me to cope in the class, so I just wouldn't talk or ask questions cause like if you asked a question that was, I would say “stupid” to her, she'd kind of scream at you...If I asked something, I’d kind of feel dumb for asking it, cause it's like: “Oh, you should know that”. So, I wouldn't ask for help [...] I was just fed up of it, cause I wasn't getting the help I needed (Raquelle, student).




Transition From “Regular” School
On ce  t h e  fa m ily h a s  b e e n  in fo rm e d  
t h a t  t h e re ’s  g o in g  t o  b e  a  m e e t in g …t o  
se e  w h a t  sch o o l w o u ld  b e  
re co m m e n d e d , [t h e  co m m it t e e ] 
m e e t [s ] w it h  t h e  fa m ily a g a in  t o  
in fo rm  t h e m  o f t h e  re co m m e n d a t io n , 
if t h e  fa m ily is  n o t  h a p p y, t h e y d o n ’t  
a g re e  w it h  t h e  re co m m e n d a t io n , t h e n  
t h e y c a n  re s o rt  t o  t h e  re g io n a l o ffic e
a n d  e ve ryt h in g  g e t s  d iscu ss  a g a in  
(Rit a , g u id a n ce  co u n se lo r/p la ce m e n t  
co m m it t e e  m e m b e r). 

Like  t h e y d id n ’t  a s k  m e  a n y q u e s t io n s  
o r  a n yt h in g  [...] Th e y ju s t  t o ld  m e  I w a s  
s u s p e n d e d  a n d  I d id n ’t  g o  t o  s c h o o l fo r  
t h e  n e xt  2 w e e k s , m a yb e  3 a n d  ye a h  [...] 
I ju st  s t a ye d  h o m e ... It  w a s ju st  like  m y 
d a d  w a s m a kin g  m e  s t u d y...Th e n  a ft e r 
t h a t  I ca m e  t o  [a  sp e c ia l sch o o l] ... Like  I 
d id n ’t  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  t h is  sch o o l, I ju s t  
w a n t e d  t o  g o  t o  a  n o rm a l sch o o l b u t  
t h e n  I w a s like  o k, I k n e w  I h a d  n o  o t h e r  
c h o ic e . Th e re ’s  n o t h in g  I c o u ld  re a lly 
s a y (Du a n e , s t u d e n t ) 

Ca rin g  a n d  
Re g u la t e d  

P ro ce ss  

Ge t t in g  Kicke d  
Ou t , W a it in g  in  

Lim b o , Exc lu d e d  
fro m  De c is io n -

Ma kin g  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Caring and Regulated Practice vs Getting Kicked Out and Waiting in Limbo 


Once the family has been informed that there’s going to be a meeting…to see what school would be recommended, [the committee] meet[s] with the family again to inform them of the recommendation, if the family is not happy, they don’t agree with the recommendation, then they can resort to the regional office and everything gets discuss again (Rita, guidance counselor/placement committee member). 

Like they didn’t ask me any questions or anything [...] They just told me I was suspended and I didn’t go to school for the next 2 weeks, maybe 3 and yeah [...] I just stayed home... It was just like my dad was making me study...Then after that I came to [a special school] ... Like I didn’t want to go to this school, I just wanted to go to a normal school but then I was like ok, I knew I had no other choice. There’s nothing I could really say (Duane, student). 




Placement in “Special” School

I t h in k a ll o f o u r s c h o o ls  w o rk  ve ry h a rd  t o  
m a k e  g o in g  t o  s c h o o l a n d  b e in g  in  s c h o o l a  
p o s it ive  e xp e rie n c e , a  p la c e  w h e re  [s t u d e n t s ] 
c a n  fe e l s a fe . W e  n u rt u re  t h e m , w e  t e n d  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  n e e d s  a s  w e ll, a n d  w e ’re  so  ve ry lu cky 
t h a t  t h e  ra t io  o f t e a ch e rs  t o  s t u d e n t s  is  a ll 
a b o u t  b u ild in g  re la t io n s h ip s  w it h  t h e s e  k id s  
(Cla rice , a d m in , sp e c ia l sch o o l).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

I think all of our schools work very hard to make going to school and being in school a positive experience, a place where [students] can feel safe. We nurture them, we tend to the other needs as well, and we’re so very lucky that the ratio of teachers to students is all about building relationships with these kids (Clarice, admin, special school).




Placement in “Special” School

I re a lly  lik e d  it  t h e re  a n d  I h a d  a  g ood  
m a t h  t e a ch e r, a n d  I s t a r t e d  
u n d e rs t a n d in g  m a t h , a n d  I w a s  lik e  w o w !
I co u ld  h a ve  u n d e rs t ood  t h is  a t  [a  re g u la r 
sch oo l] if I h a d  t h is  k in d  o f h e lp , a n d  I 
looke d  a t  t h e m  a n d  t h is  is  so  s im p le , you  
kn ow  w h a t  I m e a n ?  An d  I w a s like  oh , m y 
g o d ! Like  w h y cou ld n 't  I g e t  t h is  h e lp  
b e fo re , you  kn ow ?  So , I w a s  re a lly  h a p p y 
t h a t  I c h a n g e d  s c h o o ls  (Ra q u e lle , 
s t u d e n t s).

My life  ch a n g e d  b e ca u se  I ju s t  g o t  m o re  
c o n fid e n c e  in  m ys e lf, I a c t u a lly w a s a b le  
t o  s it  d ow n , it  w a s  w a y e a s ie r  fo r  m e  t o  
le a rn  a b ou t  m yse lf com p a re d  t o  b e in g  in  
like  [a  re g u la r sch oo l], a n d  I fe e l m o re  
c o m fo rt a b le  w it h  m y su rrou n d in g s a n d  
m yse lf, so  [t h e  sp e c ia l sch oo l] kin d  o f 
b o o s t e d  u p  m y s e lf-e s t e e m  a  lo t , b e ca u se  
I g o t  a  lo t  o f p ra is e  a n d  a  lo t  o f lo ve  w h ich  
I d id n 't  g e t  a t  [a  re g u la r sch oo l] (Ka ryn , 
s t u d e n t ). 

I lo ve  m y t e a c h e rs , t h e y’re  n o t  ju s t  
t e a ch e rs , t h e y’re  fa m ily t oo , t h a t ’s  
h ow  I fe e l” (Rya n , s t u d e n t )

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I really liked it there and I had a good math teacher, and I started understanding math, and I was like wow! I could have understood this at [a regular school] if I had this kind of help, and I looked at them and this is so simple, you know what I mean? And I was like oh, my god! Like why couldn't I get this help before, you know? So, I was really happy that I changed schools (Raquelle, students).

My life changed because I just got more confidence in myself, I actually was able to sit down, it was way easier for me to learn about myself compared to being in like [a regular school], and I feel more comfortable with my surroundings and myself, so [the special school] kind of boosted up my self-esteem a lot, because I got a lot of praise and a lot of love which I didn't get at [a regular school] (Karyn, student). 

It feels like a community, not like a school (Savannah, student)

No, I love my teachers, they’re not just teachers, they’re family too, that’s how I feel” (Ryan, student)




Non -Punitive Discipline
W e  d o n ’t  w a n t  a n yo n e  t o  fe e l a s  t h o u g h  w e  g a ve  u p  
o n  t h e m , s o  w e  h a n g  o n  t o  t h e m […] W h e re a s  in  t h e  
b ig g e r [re g u la r] sch o o ls , t h in g s a re  a  b it  m o re  b la ck 
a n d  w h it e , h e re  I’m  d e a lin g  w it h  t h e  e m o t io n s , t h e  
h a p p in e ss , t h e  sa d n e ss , t h e  e xt re m e s o f h o w  a  p e rso n  
m a y fe e l, a n d  so  b a sica lly w h a t  it  m e a n s is  t h a t  I like  t o  
b rin g  it  in  a n d  h a ve  a  s it -d o w n  o r t h e  su p p o rt  s t a ff h a s  
a  s it -d o w n  a n d  sa ys: “Ok, w h a t  h a p p e n e d ?  Ho w ?” Yo u  
kn o w ?  So , yo u  c a n ’t  p u n is h  o r  d is c ip lin e  s o m e t h in g , 
w h e n  s o m e t h in g ’s  in  p a in  a n d  fe e lin g  b a d . (Hu g h , 
a d m in , sp e c ia l sch o o l).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Whereas in the bigger [regular] schools, things are a bit more black and white, here I’m dealing with the emotions, the happiness, the sadness, the extremes of how a person may feel, and so basically what it means is that I like to bring it in and have a sit-down or the support staff has a sit-down and says: “Ok, what happened? How?” You know? So, you can’t punish or discipline something, when something’s in pain and feeling bad (Hugh, admin, special school). We don’t want anyone to feel as though we gave up on them, so we hang on to them

I was late sometimes and like the lates, like I said, it got stricter for me, so I couldn’t be late a certain amount of times and I was late two more times and I got put on a contract and yeah. I remember like once, the contract was like I can’t be late more than twice a week. If not, I’ll get expelled and I was late for like maybe two seconds, two minutes after...That was my last chance, so I got expelled (Marcus).

It hurts me that I actually did the right thing for the first time, and they expelled me. I actually asked to have a meeting […] Like I'm trying so hard not to cry but it's coming out. I'm trying to be strong and they're just there staring at me...I'm telling them my pain and [the principal] just looks at me, he's like “I appreciate it Amiyna, but you're not coming back to this school” [...] Yeah, they expelled me because I was on a contract and they gave me way too many chances, which clearly they didn't give me any chance at all (Amiyna, student). 

Let’s just say a kid gets mad, if it’s a white kid whatever uhh he’d probably like get followed, or whatever, get pushed up to the room, if it’s a Black kid or whatever, he’d either get told to calm down, if he doesn’t call down, he’s gonna get restrained in the room or like restrained right there on the spot like everything...getting dragged out of there, like sometimes kids would get dragged out the class in the most disrespectful way ever. Got literally dragged off of their chair, like teachers would come and just pull them off their chair and just grab them, and like drag them through the room out the class [...] Yeah, definitely, that happened to me once or like twice and I got mad to the point where they called the police and then my mom had to come pick me up cuz like that makes no sense come on! (Marcus, ES).




Punitive and Exclusionary Discipline
I w a s la t e  so m e t im e s a n d  like  t h e  la t e s , 
like  I sa id , it  g o t  s t ric t e r fo r m e , so  I 
co u ld n ’t  b e  la t e  a  ce rt a in  a m o u n t  o f 
t im e s a n d  I w a s  la t e t w o  m o re  t im e s 
a n d  I g o t  p u t  o n  a  c o n t ra c t  a n d  ye a h . I 
re m e m b e r like  o n ce , t h e  co n t ra c t  w a s 
like  I ca n ’t  b e  la t e  m o re  t h a n  t w ice  a  
w e e k. If n o t , I’ll g e t  e xp e lle d  a n d  I w a s 
la t e  fo r like  m a yb e  t w o  se co n d s, t w o  
m in u t e s  a ft e r...Th a t  w a s m y la s t  ch a n ce , 
so  I g o t  e xp e lle d  (Ma rcu s).

It  h u rt s  m e  t h a t  I a c t u a lly d id  t h e  
r ig h t  t h in g  fo r  t h e  firs t  t im e , a n d  
t h e y e xp e lle d  m e . I a c t u a lly a ske d  t o  
h a ve  a  m e e t in g  […] Like  I'm  t ryin g  s o  
h a rd  n o t  t o  c ry b u t  it 's  co m in g  o u t . I'm  
t ryin g  t o  b e  s t ro n g  a n d  t h e y're  ju st  
t h e re  s t a rin g  a t  m e ...I'm  t e llin g  t h e m  
m y p a in  a n d  [t h e  p rin c ip a l] ju st  lo o ks 
a t  m e , h e 's  like  “I a p p re c ia t e  it  Am iyn a , 
b u t  yo u 're  n o t  co m in g  b a ck t o  t h is  
sch o o l” [...] Ye a h , t h e y e xp e lle d  m e  
b e c a u s e  I w a s  o n  a  c o n t ra c t  a n d  t h e y 
g a ve  m e  w a y t o o  m a n y ch a n ce s, w h ich  
c le a rly t h e y d id n 't  g ive  m e  a n y ch a n ce  
a t  a ll (Am iyn a , s t u d e n t ).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I really liked it there and I had a good math teacher, and I started understanding math, and I was like wow! I could have understood this at [a regular school] if I had this kind of help, and I looked at them and this is so simple, you know what I mean? And I was like oh, my god! Like why couldn't I get this help before, you know? So, I was really happy that I changed schools (Raquelle, students).

My life changed because I just got more confidence in myself, I actually was able to sit down, it was way easier for me to learn about myself compared to being in like [a regular school], and I feel more comfortable with my surroundings and myself, so [the special school] kind of boosted up my self-esteem a lot, because I got a lot of praise and a lot of love which I didn't get at [a regular school] (Karyn, student). 

It feels like a community, not like a school (Savannah, student)

No, I love my teachers, they’re not just teachers, they’re family too, that’s how I feel” (Ryan, student)




Diverging Perspectives 
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Special Education Placement Process 
from a Critical Perspective 

Critical Perspective

Socio-Demographic 
Factors

Systemic and Structural
Factors 



Special Education Placement Process 
from a Critical Perspective 
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Disco u rse  o f 
In c lu sio n

Disco u rse  o f 
“No n -

P u n ish m e n t ”



Re fe rra l 
(re g u la r  s c h o o l)

Tra n s it io n P la c e m e n t  
(s p e c ia l s c h o o l) 

Dis c o u rs e  o f 
P s yc h o lo g iza t io n  

Dis c o u rs e  o f 
In c lu s io n  

Dis c o u rs e  o f ”No n -
P u n is h m e n t ”

St u d e n t  is  ”fa ilin g ” Fa m ily is  ”n o t  
in vo lve d ”

St u d e n t  is  ”a  t h re a t " 

Sch o o l is  ”h e lp in g ” t h e  
in d ivid u a l s t u d e n t  

Co m m it t e e  is  
”fa c ilit a t in g ” t h e  

p la ce m e n t

Sch o o l is  ”p ro t e c t in g ” 
t h e  la rg e r co m m u n it y

Dise m p o w e rm e n t Ed u ca t io n a l la g  P e n a lize d  fo r 
”b e h a vio ra l p ro b le m s”

Ho p e le ssn e ss , 
in se cu rit y 

An xie t y, 
u n ce rt a in t y

De p re ssio n , a n g e r, 
fe a r 

BLACK STUDENTS ARE INVISBILIZED AND SILENCED

Presenter Notes
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