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T ast year on Cahada Day we had a lot of fun with our canoe rally and the activities for the kids. A

I tot of the same people are involved again this year. As a mattei of principle, we're holding it on
L Jyys6nesday, July lqt, and it will be at Parc Lagny, Please come. Bring your kids, bring their

grandparents, cheer for your lake association's participants in the canoe rally or get out in a canoe

yourself. Jeff Carter and Barbara Stolt have informed us that it will be a little less complicated this year.

Marcel Boisvert will have some help with the kids' activities. He has not been well, but he is still
determined to keep things going. We'll have fireworks after the entertainment. Most of the entertainers

are virtually giving their time. It'll be quite a show. As usual, we have received great help and

cooperation from the town of Ste. Agathe

According to the lederal Heritage Ministry. there have been more requests for help setting up Canada

Day celebrations all over rural Quebec than they have ever ,"".,. Sr."ly a sign of a change in the

atmosphere

Ve hme noticed an increasing demand for properies u:ith a goad vie.zn of the night sky" Apparentb a

number of am.auur ostonomers find our area particulnrly usell suiud to this actiaily. Many meas suffer

fiom light pollution combined uith smog which reduces oisibikty. ()ur clean, clear air and lmts-density

deoelapmenx provide lox of opportunity to see stars and planex sirnply not aisible fiom m.ore urban locations.

On Page 3 rve have provided a list of the major summer events in the Ste. Agathe area. There are many

more minor events that we have not listed, and, if you are curious, you can find out more from the

lnformation Office located in the railroad station, or by phoning326-A457. The dance festival that used

to be at Camp Hiawatha didn't disappear. trt simply moved to St. Sauveur under the name Festival des

Arts de St. Sauveur.

h is important to mabe sure that you are properly registered usith the schnol board of your choice for your .

coufitry properry as well &\ your ci4t hou,se. While you don't haae a note if you are a purt-time resident, you

still ksae a say on where 3tour taxes are going and the local English school is particularly aulnerable. Conact
Ste. Agathe Acaderuy at (819) 326-256i fdr rnorc information.

Thanks to initiativels of the local Canadian Club, we have had the pleasure to participate in several

round-tatrtre .dialogues for the Canadian Folicy Research Networks (CPRN) Sheiia was invited to

Ottawa to join a small group drarvn froln across Canada to improve the kit which community groups are

using to foster cliscussion of issues of irnportance to the people of this' country. The opinions,
perspectives and statistics generated are gathered and studied by the CPRN which uses them to help
int'luence policy rnakers, and the indiviCual participants come away from the discussions with a greater

understanding of the socidl policy issues and how their neighbours are thinking about them.

oncasteit allyhoo

(819) 326-4963



Tnp RaruRoAD Enn BpcINS
l-flheophile Thibodeau became cure of the parish of Ste. Agathe in 1878 and simultaneously homesteaded a

I large paninsula at the far end of Lac des Sables. He was the commturi[r's spintual leader during Ste.
I Agathe's most difficult years. He inhented a parish that was just discovering that the fields would not yield,

and the local farmers were either leaving or looking for other ways to make a living. Several of these hard-working
pioneers built hotels. While the clientele consisted to som€ degree of vacationers from the city, there were also the
migrants flowing north to the promised land of Cur6 Labelle. These mixed populations and mixed dernands created
mixed values and the most contentious issue that Curd Thibodeau had to deal with was the temperance movement.
On the one hand, there were those who wished to forbid the sale of alcohol and on the other, there was the growing
colrunerce available to those who could furnish the needs and desires of the new market.

The Cur6 was clearly happy to retreat to his home on that huge peninsula that later becarre lnown as Rolland's
Point, and subsequently, Greenshields' Point. In 1882 he tried to retire there but he was soon forced back into
service. He mustered the energies of the parish to build a new presbyery and he was curd in residence when the
smallpox plague swept across the provrnce in 1885. The plague took 50 lives in Ste. Agathe, a huge ftagedy for the
small town. The same plague claimed thousands in Montreal. While the vaccination against srnallpox had been
available for some years, a failure of communication resuited in the rural and poor urban French populations'
paranoid belief that the vaccination was in fact the cause of the ptague. The situation became so serious that Quebec
was quarantined from the rest of the continent.

Following the plague canie a drought that caused three consecutive years of crop failures, and, in 1888, the poor
Curd died trying to rescue the presbytery from a fire that destroyed it. For fiumy years, and even to this day, people
claim to hear him singing or talking in the woods of the peninsula he lov'ed so much.

True to the adage that it is always darkest just before dawn, the news of the imminent arrival of ths Quebec,
Montreal, Offawa and Occidental railway at each cornmunity filled the Lalrsntian hills with hope over the following
years. If nothing else, it provided work in the construction. It reached Shawbridge by 1890, Ste. edele by 1891 and
Ste. Agathe by l892.It was a lifeline thrown out to a pioneer hamlet providing sustenance and identity. Ste.
Agathe was suddenly a destinantion. Between 1887 and 1896 the total evaluation tripled for the area described as
Ste-Agattledes-Monts, and by 19l l it had risen 20-fold. and this, despite the great fire of 1907. Not only was the
rarlway not a boondoggle, it rapidly turned Ste Agathe into a boom town with all of the problems and advantages
that implies. The colonist farnilies suddenly found opportunity and growth but the majority of the new-corners were
neither Catholic nor French. This was not exactly what the good Curd Labelle had envisioned when he campaigned
for a railway and talked about a northsrn route of colonisation that would go all the w.ay to Manitoba. People were
coming to Ste. Agathe simply because the lakes were clean and the air was fresh and invigorating. They weren't on
their way anywhere else.

\\trile there were many families who had come to create a holiday-homestea{ some as early as the late 1860's,
Octavien Rolland is credited in the Album'historique as being the frst villdgiateur. He was the son of Jean-Baptiste
Rolland, the founder of Papier Rolland, and he bought the estate of the late Cur6 Thibodeau. Early maps show it to
be a farm and from other sources we learn that it was generously endowed with mature white pines.

The new'comers discovered a vigorous, spirited population drat can be best described by referring to Elizabsth
Wand's memoirs once again: "I fouod. Ste. Agathe a village wstled at the lau:* end of tlu taha. Tlw houses mostly
buih of logs, with plasrcr bentseen, and white-utashed. Little garderx with oegetables and fluoer$ all so ncat and rim-
boking. Tfu pwrylc clad in home-span of tluir mtsn weaoing, kniaed stockings, g@d thick o*Es, elso the,work of tlu
wofiien and girls. The catalogru catpets and braided rugs, such a happy looking ittlustrious ?eople, hospitable and
kindly to a degree." '



MNUON SUMMER EVENrc I99E
SUnt 

"7 
t, ?4 St-Jeaa Baptista Day calabrations at parc Lgny

$ur.y t Canada Day al Parc Lgny
Kids'games & malte-up, Canoe relly

LiYe entertainment, Firsworks

Sury 4 Trcasure hunt at the Ecole de Voile, Ste-Agathe

SUt Y 13 ro 16 Hid*ry amusemonrs

SUt y aE q ?6 Sailing Classic regata on Lbc des Sablas

SUt y 2s
Uilr.y eS
$Uty 3l
Auqusr t

Aususr Z

World lloric Fastiuel in Dorntoun Stc-Agethe

Fledieual DaylEcuador Erening

0ypsy Da,1lEcaadw

Music from Cameroon

Brazilian Day

Afriean Day

$ut y 25 ro Aususr 16 l00l Pots potery show in val Dauid

AuqusrEqg Triarhlon

Aususr t6 Expositiorr of sports crrs on St-Vincent Street

Aususr ee 0rand "0royser" Klezmer Concerl at Camp B'nai

Brith (Tickets evailable at Doncaster Realties)

SetrtmBEf 7 Family fastiual ar parc hgny




