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HOW MANY MORE CHILDREN HAVE TO DIE BEFORE ACTION IS TAKEN? 
. -

LEVESQUE: YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIONS OF 
YOUR MINISTERS, AND ANSWERABLE TO ALL 
QUEBECERSI . 

-. JACQUES-YVON 

MORIN: 
CLAUDE 

MORIN: 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EDUCATION OF ALL 
CHILDREN IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC ... STUDENT 
SAFETY SHOULD BE YOUR CONCERN TOOi 

, 

YOU ARE 'RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SOCIAL FABRIC AND 
WELL-BEING OF ALL PERSONS LIVING HERE ... YOU 
SHOULD BE CONCERNED ABOUT OUR CHILDREN! 

DE -BELLEVAL: -YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE ·FOR THE SAFETY 
OF EVERYONE WHO USES OUR ROADS 
AND HIGHWAYS ... QUEBEC'S RECORD IS 

School bus safety 
Since most people in Quebec tion is to shout loud all the 

Federation can remember, time. The very fact that the 
tpere has been an ongoing cam- following list is so long indi
paign to make the roads safe for cates that the authorities charg
children. ed with children's w~lfare and 

Through the actions of Home the government bodies respon
and Schoolers things have im- sible for establishing and enfor
proved. There is much more cing the rules show a sad lack of 
room for further improvement. initiative on their collective 
Seems the only way to get ac parts! 

· Here is a brief listing of 1965 Driver's education 
resolutions passed since 1950. - subsidies ' 
1950 Elmer the Elephant - in-service training 

campaign - inspectors 
• 1952 Traffic safety as part of - licences and permits 

school curriculum 1966 Driver's education 
1955 Traffic control · - standards 
1956 Proper markings on · - part of secondary 

school buses school education 
1959 Stopping for school buses 1972 Padded seats (2) 
1960 Point demerit system 1973 Training of bus drivers 
1960 Unsatisfied judgement 1975 Hiring of bus monitors 

fund (compulsory 1975 Bus r~quirements for 
insurance) field trips 

1961 Canadian highway safety 1977 M.U.C.T.C. buses-
council proper markings · 

. 1962 School brigadier system 1978 Training of bus drivers 
1962 Stopping for school bu~es 1979 English signs or 
1962 Control of bicycle riders pictographs added to all 
1962 Driver's education French buses. 

For more on the yellow bus 
situation, see page 13 

"Wh'M_ Windermere School 
won t use school buses 
for field trips . . . " 

' . ~,.,,,,, ,-..---------

SIMPLY ATROCIOUS! 

SO IT'S HIGH TIME YOU ALL . 
STOPPED TELLING US WHAT 

A WONDERFUL JOB: YOU 
ARE DOING AND 

COLLECTIVELY PUT YOUR 
BRAINS TOGETHER. TO MAKE 

SURE THAT NO MORE OF · 
OUR CHILDREN ARE KILLED 

BY SCHOOL BUSES ... 
.YOU ACCEPT 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR 
EDUCATION, T~EIR . 
ENVIRONMENT, T~E 

TRANSPORT THEY USE AND 
- THE ROADS THEY DRIVE ON 

· · :· ~GET WITH IT! ·.- .· : .. ,: 
- .. . . ... . 
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Editorial comment · 
so swiftly by, and maybe someday soon you will 
wish that you had taken part. When you are 
sent a notice to attend a meeting, do you say, I 
guess I should go to that and promptly forget? 
When your school is in trouble due to declining 
enrollment, are you going to forget that you are 
a member of a community that really deserves 
to have its school doors kept open for future 
generations? I will be there, will you? 

Learning from the past 

-New thinking needed for the BO'sl 
The sobering '70s is now a decade of the past, 

corning to a somewhat disorderly end. High 
time, some might say. 

For Horne and School, as for everyone in
volved with education in Quebec, the '70s were 
years of turmoil, change, innovation, confronta-

Secondly, an ongoing policy of commitment of 
our human and material resources for the conti
nuing improvement of the education of the 
youth of this province and country. 

M~y I remind all you parents that your atti
tude about all things in general rubs off on your 
children? If your attitude of so what, I don't care 
is instilled in your children, they in turn assume 
this attitude and this can become a very sad 
state and the next generation of people are go
ing to be a sad and lonely group with 1-don't
care attitudes about their fellow human beings. 
I may not be around to see this happen, but you 
might be. • 

tion, but above all, participation. · 

In spite of the prophets of doom and gloom, 
the crepe-hangers of the '80s, we in Horne and 
School should look at the many positive things 

Now is the time for us to change our way of 
thinking when asked to attend a meeting, bake 
for a bake sale, join the Home & School Organ
ization or whatever, do it. In some small way you 
have played your part in the overaU picture of 
caring what happens to your fellow man. When 
asked to serve as a member of an executive of 
any organization, did you ever think you were 
being asked to serve as perhaps you have some 
special talent that was needed? Everyone has 
something to give and maybe now is the time for 
you to start giving of your special talent, what
ever it may be. Don't say no, say maybe this is 
my year to get involved. Remember every little 
bit helps no matter how small a contribution you 
think you are giving; in the overall picture it is a 
big help. 

In retrospect, it is clear that the government 
of Qµebec-and it is not alone in this-has not 
learned its lesson from the history of the 
decade. It has not taken to heart the wise 
counsel of John Stuart Mill: "When society re-. 
quires to be rebuilt, there is no use attempting 
to rebuild it on the old plan. No great improve
ments in the lot of man are possible until a great 
change takes place in the fundamental constitu
tion of our mode of thought." 

• that we have going for us in terms of an out
standing past and a high potential for the 
future. Our aim is, in the words of historian, 
educator and-author Henry Steele Commager
"to consult our hopes and not our fears." 

1 was there
were you?' Contrary to this thinking, the government has 

attempted to solve what it considers to be its 
problems within the framework of nationalism, 
to the detriment of the educational and social 
structure of the province. Nationalism as it is 
now practised is out of date, yet provinces and 
nations proclaim their sovereignty and act in de
fiance of the interests of mankind. 

Quebec Federation's commitment to the '80s 
might well be in terms of engagement and com
mitment. Engagement of individuals and groups 
advocating educational policies-nationalistic 
or otherwise-which produce an insular society 
cut off from the rest of Canada and the world. 
Engagement for the purpose of dialogue and 
discussion which will set out clearly the positive 
educational and social policies of Horne and 
School, for implementation. 

I was there when they asked for volunteers to 
help in nursery school. I don't think you were. 
As my children grew and passed through all the 
stages of childhood illnesses and emergencies, 
teacher strikes, snow storms, late buses, etc., I 
was there to give a helping hand, and some
times so were you. 

I have been a member of the executive of a 
Horne & School for many years and I have seen a 
lot of peopre come and go. Why do I belong to a 
Home & School orgenizaf'aen? Well, I just feel I 
want to do my part in some small way to assist 
your children and mine. I think it is the least I 
can do to encourage parents to have an active 
part.in their children's school years as they pass 

Now that my children are nearly through 
school I look back with fond memories over the 
years of the people I have met, persons whom I 
·now consider my friends who have worked to
gether over the years to make the school years 
of our children a little bit better, we hope. The 
friends that I have made over the years by be
longing to organizations have enriched my life 
considerably and if I had it to do over again I 
would still be the first one to say, I'll do it. How 
about you? Do you care enough to give of your 
time and talents to help as a volunteer to what
ever organization in which your interest lies? I 
hope you do, because I may ,not be here forever. 

Sex Education: Who needs it? 
The announcement that the 

Ministry of Education intends 
to introduce sex education as a 
compulsory subject in Quebec 
schools will undoubtedly be• 
come the center of much discus
sion. 

There is an uneasy feeling 
that, as are the ways of govern
ments and school boards, those 
most involved (the student and 
the expert in-school sex-ed 
teacher) might have their valu
able input ignored (if it is 
sought at all) and the educa
tional system might find itself 
with an inadequate or even use
less sex education curriculum. 

That type of curriculum 
would be a poor compromise 
which would keep the politi
cians pure and re-electable, let 
bureaucrats have their way and 
give in to the worst of parents' 
fears. But, if would do absolute
ly nothing for the student. 

Sex, being primarily a bio
logical function, does not al-

ways involve emotions such as 
caring and loving. 

Nature has designed thati:he 
male and the-female will find 
themselves sexually. Nature 
did not provide built-in con
trols or morals. These have to 
be acquired through upbringing 
and education. Nature seems to 
have attempted to provide 
minor controls against pregnan
cy through the rhythm system, 
but did not include built-in 
mechanisms that would reserve 
sexual appetites to the safe 
periods. . 

Nature also allowed the 
growth of several venereal 
diseases but did not provide the 
mi~d with proper knowledge 
nor the body with immunities. 

Consequently teenagers from 
every walk of life and every 
type of home continue, even in 
this "enlightened" age, to get 
caught in nature's reproduction 
trap and the price to pay is too 
often an unwanted pregnancy. 
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or venereal disease. 
Even some experts are op

posed when it comes to guaran
teeing that sex education, even 
'as a compulsory subject, will 
cut down on the number of teen
age pregnancies and the inci
dence of V.D. 

CURRENT PROGRAM 
INADEQUATE 

We spoke to guidance 
counsellors and teenagers in th'e 
Lakeshore and Montreal, all of 
whom agreed to be candid if 
they could remain anonymous. 

The need for anonymity for 
the teenagers was understand
able but we were taken aback 
by the guidance counsellors 
who feared that their frankness 
might not be appreciated by 
some of the 'Parents or their 
superiors-which might ex
plain why sex education in 
Quebec has not been as effec
tive a.s might have been ex
pected. 

Mr. G. works with boys and 
girls and has made a specialty 
of sex education. He told us that 
"the attitude of the students 
and their parents will deter
mine the effectiveness and 
benefits of compulsory sex 
education. The curriculum and 

age level at which it is intro
duced are of prime importance. 

"If the students treat the com
pulsory course as just another 
subject in which they need a 
passing mark they'll do the 
necessary reading assignments 
and work but their attitudes 
will continue when they leave 
the classroom. They will treat 
non-academic sex as casually as 
ever and make the same mis
takes mostly because, through 
earlier ignorance on the part of 
the student and the closed mind 
of the parent, they haven't 
learned to respect their own 
bodies." 

HYPOCRISY 
ABOUNDS 

Another guidance counsellor, 
Mrs. A., who works with girls 
in the Montreal area, talked of 
the "hypocrisy of public indig
nation regarding sex educa
tion." She recalled a small 
group of parents who protested 
vehemently that their children 
at the grade seven or eight level 
were bringing home "filthy" 
literature to read in their 
rooms. The "filthy" material 
was a small booklet showing a 
simple explanation about men
struation, containing diagrams 

for further simplification. 
"I visited some of their 

homes," she said, "to try and 
explain to the parents that their 
daughters were curious and 
concerned about the 'curse' that 
was about to befall them and it 
seemed easier for them (tire 
girls) to understand it all 
through this booklet. 

"In a good number of the 
homes of the parents I visited," 
she added, "magazines such as 
Play-boy and Playgirl and a few 
of the worst yellow journals 
that grace our newsstands were 
prominently displayed in vari
ous corners of the living room. 
This is the kind of hypocrisy 
that makes it difficult to teach a 
Subject like sex education in 
natural and clinical ways, hop
ing that our students will make 
healthy and moral ju_dgements 
in their sexual activities." 

Mrs. A. does not object to the 
addition of sex education as a 
compulsory subject-in fact, 
she welcomes it and hopes that 
it is a specialty subject. "A 
down-to-earth simple approach 
which takes the modern world 
into consideration with no 
moral judgement is best, be
cause otherwise the ' sex ed 

(I paid ... pace 12) 



Teachers not doing. their share! 
Dear Mrs. Chant: 

Herewith a resuml! of condi
tions which greatly concern me 
with regard to teacher attitude 
and responsibility in our vil
lage elementary school. 
(1) Teachers are l~sing sight of 
their functions. 
(2) Fundamentals of subject be
ing taught perhaps explained, 
but our two ' children showing 
either a gap in basic know ledge, 
or have been unable to apply 
these basic fundamentals when 
having to work on their own. 
(3) Homework: Explanations 
for exercises to be worked in 
the workbook~ are confusing to 
the average parent and should 
have been explained in school 
so the child knows how to pro
ceed. Difficulties in working on 
their own apparent particularly 
in French, language arts and oc-

. . . my gratitude 
Dear Cal: 

May I, also on behalf of my 
wif~. express heartfelt thanks 
for the very kind words of tri
bute to me in the last edition of 
the News. 

As I said on other occasions, 
whatever I have been doi-ng for 
Home and School at the local, 
provincial and national level 
during the past 30 years is only 
a token of my gratitude for hav
ing been given the opportunity 
to become a citizen of Canada 
and calling our beautiful coun
try my home. 

• William Asherman 
3090 Linton 

Montreal 

literacy II/le . . . 
Dear Madame, 

I have just been reading "Ex
tra, Extra, Extra" of Quebec 
Home and School News. Would 
you please expand for me your 
brief history? I would like to 
know the literacy rate of New 
France immediately prior to 
British rule. 

0. M. Oliver 
79 - 7th Ave. 

Pincourt 

Dear Reader, 
Thank you for your enquiry 

following from the article on 
education and culture and the 
brief history of Quebec educa
tion included in it. (H&S News 
Special Edition, Fall '79.) 

I do not have access to statis
tics about the literacy rate in 
New France before the begin
ning of British rule. I suspect 
nobody does. What I can quote 
to you is some other remarks 
made in the opening volume of 
the Parent Report given as an 
introduction to the Royal Com-

More letters 
on 

page 4 
' ' ' 

mission's recommendations on 
Quebec education in 1964. 

"As in France, teaching was 
under the authority of the 
Reman Catholic Church . .. 
with some financial help from 
the state." "Elementary in
struction was given in a few 
village schools scattered over 
the rural regions by itinerant 
schoolmasters, b,Y, some parish 

.' '. ! 1::.!1::tt~rag~.· ·. page 4) 

casionally in math-in that 
order. 
(4) French: French workbooks 
very good. Complaint: Exer
cises should teach the child the 
basics of good grammar, but for 
1;,oth my children I have had to 
perform the function of the 
teacher in translating the mean
ing of the various sentences and 
phrases and explain what was 
to be done and only then could 
they work on their own. This 
should be done at school before 
sending children hom to work 
on them. 
(5) Summary: I could well con
ceive that a child who does not 
have a parent knowledgeable in 
the French language would be 
unable to complete a good deal 
of this homework. Further, it is 
admissible that some children 
do not pay attention when in
structed, but a good teacher 
should know her individual 
pupils and recognize that there 
is a lack of comprehension by 
doing spot checks and could rec
tify the situation by seeing to it 
that they fully understand 
what 1.s expected of them. This 
applies also to math, where the 
new methods renaer most 
parents helpless when it comes 
to assisting the child. 

I have seen some homework 
that could have been accom
plished in half an hour take two 
hours to be completed due to 
lack of understanding. This 
causes frustration in the chil
dren and complet~ lack of con
fidence hi their own ability to 
ever learn. 

The above-mentioned sub
jects are vital. The transition 
from elementary to high school 
levels cannot be made without 
the elementary program being 
thoroughly taught and learned. 

Evidence of the basics having 
to be retaught in Level One at 
the regional school has been ap
parent with all three of my 
older children who have al
ready made the transition. 

Parents are expected to help 
and work in conjunction with 
the teachers, but I don't feel the 
teachers are doing their share! 

Helen M. Benson 
R.R. No. 3, Mansonville 

Give one to a friend! 
Dea:r Sirs, 

I am a member of the Home 
and School as my daughter at
tends ballet classes at North
view School. For the past year 
and a half I have received your 
Quebec Home & School News. 

However, in December I re
ceived two copies-I am enclos
ing the two labels so that you 
can cancel one of them. 

Marjorie O'Reilly 
107 Westcliffe 
Pointe Claire 

(Ed: note: Until the year end the 
computer prints out last year's 
listing as well as this year's. If 
there is only a slight variation 
in listing, as there was in this 
instance with a change in ini
tial. two addresses are printed.) 

Canadian Progress Club 
Mil drive 
Dear Sir, 

As in former years, would 
you be kind enough to supply us 
with a listing of your local 
presidents for use in our upcom
ing Milk Fund Campaign, Feb-
ruary 1-15, 1980? .. 

. , , , . , . , , D. Racicot 
. , President 

~ • + • ~ • ' • • ., • r 
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PRESIDENT'S 
-MESSAGE-· ---..... 

CAL POTTER 
President 

Many Quebecers are not sorry to see 
the end of the nineteen-seventies. Ever 
since the excesses of the provincial na
tionalists in Bill 22 and its successor Bill 
101 the air has been filled with breast
beating, soul-searching and denuncia
tions. Insofar as the excesses relate to 
aggression against the linguistic and 
educational rights of others, deep feel
ings have been stirred that have ethnic 
and geographical patterns. In the ex
pression of such feelings, we have 
learned, it is imperative to distinguish 
between the response to individuals 
and the response to legislation. 

At the level of response to indivi
duals, the importance of the distinction 
is particularly acute for those who are 
close in friendship or family relation to 
people who support Quebec's language 
legislation. They can experience gen
uine frustration in seeking a moderated 
response that balances dignity and pa
tience. It is not easy. Those who suc
ceed and treat such supporters with 
openness and warmth are right in what 
they do. What is friendship if it does not 
mean comforting those who purport to 
feet.threatened-or to be in some way 
aggrieved-and those who imagine the 
hiss of North America in their eats? 

But friendship does not mean con
doning legislation that clearly violates 
basic human rights. If the Charter of the 
French Language relates to the rights of 
individual French Quebecers, what 
rights does it give them which they did 
not already possess? And even if there 
were a psychological reinforcement of 
alrady existing individual French rights, 
what motive other than French self-pro
tection had the National Assembly for 
prohibiting the full and free use of the 
other official Quebec language? The 
board of QFHSA addressed these ques
tions in the late 1970s and decided to 
challenge the constitutionality of the 

KIDS HELPING KIDS 

language legislation. 
Rather than spray the target with the 

automatic fire of explosive rhetoric, 
QFHSA coolly took a marksman's aim on 
31 articles of Bill 101. On December 7, 
1978, it filed its declaration in the 
Superior Court of Quebec. A year's 
silence followed while QFHSA quietly 
established the tax status of its Rights 
Fund, canvassed charitable foundations 
and large national corporations for 
donations, and negotiated with the 
Federal Department of Justice for an in
crease of its grant of $10,000 for legal 
costs. We are still waiting for some of 
these initiatives to fully unfold, but we 
have advanced sufficiently that. with 
one good thrust ($10,000-or $125 per 
local Home and School) from our mem
bership we will be over the top in terms 
of financing the case until completion at 
the Superior Court level. 

On December.17, 1979, as directed 
by the board, the l~gal counsel of 
QFHSA applied for the case to be in
scribed for a hearing. Although the ac
tual date has still to be set by Chief Jus
tice DescMnes, it will likely be early in 
this year. So as we move into the 
decade of the 1980's there are bright 
pr0$pects the abscess . of . t~tering 
grievances that sullied group relations 
in the province during the seventies will 
be lanced, and remedial m~sures will 
be applied. 
· Whatever the nature of those mea
sures, the courageous behavior of the 
members of QFHSA-responding quiet
ly but firmly and being neither cowed 
nor desperate-puts them in my view 
head and shoulders above the purvey
ors, unfortunately plentiful, of feeble 
apologies and moral abdication. It is 
heartfelt, therefore, when I say to you 
fellow parents 'well done', and may you 
have a happy and courageous New Year 
and decade. 

Dear Dr. Potter, 
I would like to congratulate 

you and your wonderful group 
for the magnificent work you 
have accomplished during our 
1979 Forget-Me-Not Campaign. 

On behalf of the children in 
our care, I wish to express my 
deepest thanks for your marvel
lous cooperation. 

Joel A. Milburn, 
Vice-President & 

General Chairman 
Campaign committee 

It gives me pleasure to inform 
you that, during the course of 
the tag day, the students of 
thirfy-one participating Protes-

1979 Tag Day results 

Protestant schools in Montreal, the Lakeshore and Laval 

tant schools in Montreal and Algonquin $ 496.78 Ogilvie 
Outremont 

559.29 
69.87 
37:77 

673.85 
54.86 

566.24 
14.85 
82.22 

524.42 

surrounding districts, all be- Barclay 155.59 
longing to your Federation, Bedford 576.44 
have collected a total of Carlyle 788.41 
$15,196.71. · Cedarcrest 709.19 

I am sure that you found it Courtland Park 555.86 
very rewarding to know how Dalkeith 207.82 
much you have helped physical- Dunrae Gardens 1,039.65 
ly handicapped children in our Edinburgh 758.01 
province. You will also be Elizabeth Ballantyne 366.50 
pleased to know that certifi- Gardenview 709.95 
cates of merit were awarded to Glencoe 1,204,65 
these schools, as well as to the Hampstead 324.03 
two students in each school who Jona 1,180.60 
collected the highest amount of Laurentide 518.33 
money for our tag day. Laval West 52.36 

Pierre Laporte Memorial 
Roslyn 
St. Laurent 
Somerled 
Western Laval 
Westminster 
Westmount 
Westpark 
Woodland 

Donation from 
Northmount H&S 

1979Total: 

We enclose a breakdown of Meadowbrook 5 7 .81 1978 Total: 
the monies raised, with the im- Morison 465.95 

1,230,87 
730.72 

$15,186.71 

10.00 
$15,196.71 

12,442.76 

_pressive com_parative figures Northmount 182.62 Increase Over 
_over',tp'e P,reyious year. - i · Northview ., ," .t ,,~ .. ,,,, 29L:2Qt,,J.;a~,'(~r: $ 2,753.95 

t • I I I l I. I l .1. I., .J .I -' .I. ...... l-, ... ..a- 1 .,, -1 .I .t- ,# ~ ~ ,I ..t,. ~ ,_ ,II> ,It I ~ #, 4t tit • .,_ _. • • • e .- , .... ,,,f.' 
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Exam questions must be Ulldetstoot/l 
FOLLOW-UP ON 
AGM RESOLUTIONS 
IS A CONTINUING 
BUSINESS FOR ff 5 S 

Dr. Calvin Potter 
Pre.~ident 
Quebec Federation of Home 

and School Associations 

Resolution79/3 -
High School Leaving Examinations 
WHEREAS students writing high school leaving examina
tions qave the right to expect that these examinations will 
provide an accurate evaluation of their abilities, and 
WHEREAS teachers have the right to expect that the ex
aminations accurately reflect the syllabus for the course 
in question and•the responsibility to ensure that a fair ex
amination has been set; and 

Monsieur, 

4 795 St. Catherine Street West 
Jfontreal. Quebec 

WHEREAS examinations in the past have, in many in
stances, 1) contained questions dealing with material not 
on the syllabus, 2) been inadequately proofread, 3) been 
poorly worded due to incorrect translations, 4) been too 
difficult or too easy, 5) contained ambiguities; and 
WHEREAS it is generally agreed that the sole use of ob
jective questions inadquately tests the student's under
standing of the subject, 

Monsieur Raymon(i Pare vous 
faisait parvenir le 6 ao'llt der
nier un accuse de reception con
cernant la resolution de votre 
organisme au sujet des examens 
de fin d'etudes secondaires en 
anglais prepares par le mini
stere de l'Education. Je vou
drais, a ce propos, vous faire 
part que votre requite fut im
mediatement portee a l'atten
tion des membres de la Com
mission de l 'enseignement 
secondaire du Conseil superieur 
de l 'education. 

A cette occasion, la Commis
sion a convenu de retenir le su
jet comme un element de sa 
revue de situation de l'educa
tion a l'ecole secondaire pour 
l'annee en cours. De cette 
maniere, le Conseil superieur 
de l'education ainsi que le mi
nistre de l'tducation seront 
saisis des reflexions que la 
presente question aura pu sus
citer a la Commission. 

Dear Cal, 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT no provincial examination 
should consist solely of objective questions. 

Lust summer we received 
recommendations from your 
f'ederntion on high school pro
tiincial examinations. This mat
ter was discussed at our Sep
tember board of directors meet
ing and we are presently seek
ing advice from the Curriculum 
Council and the Subject Asso
ciutions. The Curriculum Coun
cil is a joint PACTIPAPT body 
which deals with curriculum 
rmd subject areas. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a committee of teach
ers in each subject area should be established to review 
the examination set in that discipline. The task of this 
committee would be, in part, to 1) ensure that the students 
are tested at the proper level and on the proper material, 
2) ensure that the examination is free from errors and that 
the questions are unambiguous, 3) ensure that papers re
quiring translation are translated accurately and idio
matically using correct English terminology. 
Destination: PAPT-PACT 

Minister of Education 
Curriculum Council 
Q.A.P.S.B. 

Je vous prie de recevoir, Mon
sieur, l'expression de mes senti
ments distingues. 

We expect to receive recom
mendations from this body by 
mid-November and at that time 
we will advise you of our 
policy. 

Superior Council of Education 
Q.A.S.A. 

Le coordonnateur de la Com-
mission de l 'enseignement 
secondaire 

Background 
Yours truly, 

Jean-Pierre Lamoureux 
Gouvernement du Quebec 

Conseil superieur 
de l'education 

I 

Robert R. Dobie 
Secretary-General 

Provincial Association of 
Catholic Teachers 

This resolution is based largely on the current Montreal 
Teachers Association policy paper on high school leaving 
examinations. The report reaffirms the general dissatis
faction with high school leaving examinations on the part 
of students, teachers, parents and schoQl administrators. 

c.c.: Monsieur Ernest Spiller 
Sous-ministre associe 

01 EKOno, MAE 
0{ OVTIKl:IIJl:VIKOi OKOnoi Tlj~ "0· 

poanoviSia~ 'Evwaewv OiK1wv Kai 
LxoAeiwv Toli KeµntK (Quebec Fede
ration of Home and School 
Associations}, 6aov aq,opa T,jv npo
w8qaq, tv8appuvaq Kai lfo,j8e1a 
aT,jv 6pyavwaq Tlj~ 'Evwaew~ OiKI· 
wv icai LxoAeiwv Kai T,jv iSpaaTqp10-
TIJTO aTiJ axoA,:ia Tlj~ tnapxia~ 
eiva,: 

1. Na KCJVl:I TOU~ yovti~ VO KaTaAa
lfouv To poAo Toli axoAeiou Kai TO 
epyo noci tmTeAei Kai va auvTeAtae, 
ar,jv tvqµtpwaq Toli Ko1voli 6aov a
q,opa ro axoAeio ano 6Ae~ Ti~ 
ano"1e1~. 
2. Na unoaTqpi~e, auvepyaaia 
µeTa~li yovtwv, iSaaKiJAwv Kai iS101-
KIJT1Kwv aTeAexwv Twv axoAeiwv 
ar,jv t~CJOKIJOIJ Kai Ka8oiS,jy11011 TWV 
na1iS1wv Kai rwv vtwv Kara r,j iS1ap
K&1a rlj~ axoAIKlj~ nep,oiSou Kai 
liarepa. 
3. Na npow8,jae1 1110 npooiSeur1K,j 
voµo9eaia y,a r,j q,povrilSa, r,jv 

H and S CONFERENCE 

npoaraaia Kai µopq,111011 rwv 
na1iS1wv Kai TliJv vtwv. 
4. Na avTaAAaaae, ano"1e1~. 6Tav 
xpe,a{era,, Kai va auvepya{era, µt 
aAAou~ axoA1Kou~ 6pyav,aµoci~, noci 
tvi51aq,tpovra1 y,a r,j q,povrilSa Kai 
t~OOKIJOIJ TWV na1iS1wv Kai TWV vtwv 
aro anir,, aTo axoAeio Kai ar,jv KOi• 
vwvia. 
5. Na npow8,jae, µt µeAtre~ ano yo
vei~, iSaaKiJAou~ Kai iSIOIKIJTIKO npo
OWJJIKO, 1110 KaTaVOIJOIJ TWV eci8uvwv 
roli Ka8ev~ y1a r,jv tKnailSeua11 roli 
KiJ8e na1iS101i aciµq,wva µt ri~ q,ua,
Kt~. nveuµar1Kt~ Kai KOIVWVIKt~ TOU 
QVCJYKI:~. 
6. Na iS1ar11p,jae1 evav dKoµµar,aro, 
avenqptaarov ano q,uAenKt~ iS1a
Kpiae,~. µ,j Kl:piSOOKOnlKO Kai µ,j a{
p&TIKO 6pyav,aµo. 
7. Na tpyaa8ei y1a r,j auvexli 
npoooiSo rlj~ tKna,iSeciaew~ a· acir,j 
r,jv tnapxia, ware I) veoAaia µa~ va 
elva, KaAcirepa µopq,wµtv11 Kai va 
exe, ra anapair11ra tq,olS,a y,a r,j 
{w,j. 

Drug and alcohol use 
In conjunction with the-mid

term meeting of the Canadian 
Home & School and Parent-

• Teacher at the Town Inn in 
Toronto in late January, a con
ference dealing with drug and 
alcohol use and abuse was 
scheduled. It was co-sponsored 
by the Federal Ministry of 
Health and Welfare. 

28 January, 1980 
Dear Mr. ---

A conference on drug and al
cohol abuse in Canada was held 
by the Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation in Toronto on Jan
uary 22-24, 1980. 

During the closing session of 
this conference, the delegates 
directed that I write to you and 
the leaders of both the other 
political parties restating the 
resolution which was passed at 

EDUCATION QUEBEC STYLE 
I read an article in the Gazette 

the other day that really 
alarmed me. "The Quebec 
government says CEGEP stu
dents should have to take 
courses in the economy and the 
civilization of Quebec." These 
two courses would replace two 
optional courses. 

Students in English-language 
CEGEPs are now required to 
take courses in English, the 
humanities and physical educa
tion. Whether a student decides 
to pursue a two-year pre-uni
versity program or a 3-year 
career program, he/she finds 
that 6 courses per semester is 
ample; at times 8 courses per 
semester can be followed. Ques
tion. How can a student manage 
to "specialize" in any sector 
(general 2-year, professional 
3-year) if he/she must take 5 
compulsory courses per semes
ter? 

I have found that a (QFHSA) 
CEGEP committee presented 
an excellent brief to the Super
ior Council of Education (De
cember 27, 1973). I realized that 
the problems existing then with 
the CEGEPs have not improved 
to a great extent. For example
the lack of coordination and 
communication between high 

the Narcotics Control Act 
rather than placing it under the 
Food and Drug Act. 

We believe that the proposals 
made by all three political par
ties threaten the well-being of 
hundreds of thousands of our 
young child'ren in elementary 

schools and CEGEPs still ex
ists; there still is a great con
cern for proper guidance to be 
given to CEGEP students about 
university and career program 
requirements. 

I must admit that some im
provements have been made. 
High schools are usually well 
informed about CEGEPs. Of
ten, however, the first year at 
CEGEP is spent on a trial and 
error basis for many students. 
Why? Perhaps the informa~ion 
given to high schools is inade
quate; perhaps the high school 
curriculum does not satisfy the 
prerequisites of CEGEPs; there 
are a few more questions that 
need answers. 

First and foremost though
how do CEGEPs feel about the 
two new mandatory courses? I 
have a feeling that the new 
policy for CEGEPs from the 
government is a lot of politics 
and they are just playing 
around with our children's 

.education! 
I plan to study in detail the 

government's new policy paper 
on CEGEPs and keep Quebec 
Federation informed. 

Irene Donaldson 
Lachine 

vice fields, will only reinforce 
this misconception and lead to 
increased use and abuse of this 
and other drugs. 

The Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation represents in excess 
of 50,000 parents and teachers 

• • • Literary from page 3 

priests and, especially, by cer
tain religious orders. . . . 
These communities offered 
some elementary instruction at 
least to a portion of the 
people." 

Some idea of the literacy rate 
in 1827 (under British rule) is 
given by the following: 

"Historians agree that illiter
acy reached alarming propor
tions. In 1827, for example, 
seventy-eight thousand out of 
eighty-seven thousand signa
tures to a petition against the 
Dalhousie government were af
fixed in the form of crosses 
. . . the state extended very 
little help to the English- or 
French-speaking colonists." 

After at least two attempts to 
set up a network of teaching in
stitutions, some headway was 
at least temporarily made 
following the 1829 Act for the 
Encouragement of Elementary 
Education which provided a 
system of subsidies, but when 
the subsidies were withdrawn 
most of the schools were closed. 
The Durham Report of 1839 de
scribed the general ignorance as 
prevalent among the English as 
among the French-speaking 
citizens. A school system did 
not become a possibility until 
the Education Act of 1841. 

The Parent Report describes 
the attitude of the government 
in London after 1790 as differ
ing little, as regards education, 
from that which had' character
ized the government in Paris. 
The first efforts of the govern
ment at Quebec were aimed at 
assimilation of the French and 
they aroused opposition both 
within the colony and in Eng
land. 

The Organization and Ad
ministration of Education in 
Canada by David Munroe af
firms that, during the period of 
French rule, the more prosper
ous and professional classes 
continued to send their children 
to France for most of their edu
cation. Under British rule, he 
says, it was only with "the ar
rival of settlers from Scotland 
and from New England" that 
"there were demands for the 
common schools to which they 
were accustomed." 

I hope the above is of some 
use to you. We thank you for 
your, interest. 

Joan Mansfield 

Thanks for visiting 
Dear Mr. Morris, 
On behalf of Northview 

Home & School Association I 
would like to thank you for be
ing with .us at our December 
meeting, and for your informa
tive talk on the history and 
work of the Quebec Federation 
of Home & School Associations. 

Gwyneth Baldry 
Secretary 

Pointe Claire 

which can result in serious con
sequences for generations of 
Canadians. As a result, our 
membership insists on learning 
of your position on this serious 
matter, We seek assurance that 
if your party is elected on Feb
ruary 18, 1980, we can antici-

Subjects to be covered were 
the differences (legalities of 
drugs) between the Narcotics 
Control Act and the Food & 
Drug act, the effects of drugs 
and alcohol and the ways and 
means (other than legal) of con
trolling drug abuse. 

• • . just where do the parties stand on this issue ? 
Press Letter 

The following is the text of a 
letter addressed to the leaders 
of the three political parties, 
Messrs. Clark, Trudeau and 
Broadbent: 

the 1979 annual meeting of our 
federation. This resolution 
states: That the Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation urge the Federal 
Minister of Justice to continue 
to include regulations restrict
ing the use of mariju,ana under 

,,. 

and secondary schools across 
Canada. Already too many of 
these young people believe that 
marijuana use poses no risk to 
their mental or physical health. 
Your proposals, in our view, 
and those of many profession
als in the health and social ser-

in over 1,800 local associations 
in all 10 provinces of Canada. 
We demand that any steps 
taken regarding the status of 
marijuana take into considera
tion the most recent research, 
which indicates that this drug 
has lasting, damaging effects 

pate a redrafting of your 
party's current policy to in
clude the above stated urgent 
concern for the children of 
Canada. 

Your immediate reply is re
quested. 

T. C. Wilkinson, 
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looking Forward to the · 80's 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1980 

Friday May 2 and Saturday May 3 
Hingston Hall, Loyola Campus, Concordia 
University 

This year!s AGM will attempt to determine 
where society in general, and education in 
particular, is heading in the next decade, 
and what we as parents can do to ensure a 
meaningful education . for our children so 
they may cope with the changes. Speakers 
and panelists in a number of workshops will 
wrestle with these problems. 

Some of the workshops: 
• Lifestyles of the 80's 
• School-the surrogate parent 
• School bus safety 
• Specialized school programs for the handicapped 
• Values through the school 
• Addictions-recognition, prevention & treatment 
• Guidance and drop-outs 
• High school leaving exams examined 
• The extended family 
• Juvenile protection 
• Born-again cults 
• Human sexuality 
• Plan d' Action 
• Second languace education 
• Space age education 
• Creative arts 

Classes d'accueil 

Condtution Amendments 

Planning a change? 
According to the revised by

laws, approved at the Annual 
General Meeting of May 1979, 
the constitution and by-laws of 
Quebec Federation may be 
amended at the annual meeting 
by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present and entitled 
to vote. 

Notice of each proposed 
amendment must be mailed to 
all maintaining member asso
.ciations at least ten weeks prior 
to the meeting . Proposed 
amendments to follow the same 
procedure as established for . 

resolutions presented to the An
nual General Meeting. 

In order to meet this deadline, 
which this year will be Feb
ruary 22, 1980, the Constitution 
Committee requests · that all 
proposed changes to the consti
tution and by-laws be received 
in Federation Office not later 
than Friday, February 8, 1980 
for consideration at the Annual 
General Meeting. All proposed 
amendments received by that 
date will be circulated before 
February 22, 1980. 

1980 flJIIOlutiotlS 

Wh.-t's on your mind? 
The Annual General Meeting 

and Conference will be held this 
year on May 2 and 3 at Loyola 
College. As in the past, it is ex
pected that the session dealing 
with resolutions will be one of 
the highlights of the meeting. 

All local associations are 
urged to consider resolutions to 
be submitted to the Annual 
General Meeting. Resolutions 
have proven to be an effective 
method of letting the govern
ment, the public at large and 
other associations know how 
QFHSA members feel about the 
issues facing education today. 

According to the revised 

standing rules, resolutions 
must be received in Federation 
Office not less than ten weeks 
prior to the annual meeting 
(Friday, February 22, 1980), ad
dressed to the executive secre
tary. 

By March 7, 1980, copies of all 
resolutions submitted will be 
sent to you for study. 

A copy of the standing rules 
(No. VIII) together with a sam
ple for format has been sent to 
all local H&S presidents. If you 
have a concern which should be 
brought to light, get in touch 
with your president-or call 
Federation Office at 933-3664. 

Pa,eS 

Nomilations 1980 

Select your 
representative 
on QFHSA 
Exec. Com. 

The Nominations Committee 
appoh;1ted by the board of direc
tors invites each association to 
submit, by twelve noon March 
1, 1980, the name or names of 
people willing and able to serve 
on the provincial executive of 
Quebec·Federation of Home & 
School Associations. 

By virtue of the constitution 
and by-laws of Quebec Federa
tion, the following members of 
the executive committee re
main in office until the next An
nual General Meeting in 1981, 
namely: 
President Calvin Potter 
Vice-President Gisela Amarica 
Vice-President Joan Kepron 
Vice-President Ruth Pidduck 
Vice-President Celia Davids 
Treasurer George Maroulis 

Nominations are solicited for 
the following vacant positions 
on the provincial executive, 
which are for a two-year term 
ending at the conclusion of the 
Annual General Meeting in 
1982 ,. namely: 
Executive vice-president 
Four (4) vice-presidents 
Recording secretary 

All members in good standing 
in Quebec Federation are eligi
ble for nomination and election. 

Alex J. Morris, Chairman 
Nominations Committee 

Should you have any suggestions for fur
ther workshops please contact the program 
co-ordinator, Alex Morris, or Donna Sauriol 
at Federation Office, (514) 933-3664. 

Please set aside these two days and invite 
others to come with you. Workshops are 
open to all. 

Recognition for ·'super persons' 

WHAT KIND OF MEMBER ARE YOU? 
Someone has said that membership in every 
association is made up of four kinds of bones. 

There are the WISHBONES who spend all their 
time wishing somebody else would do the work. 

Then come the JAWBONES who do all the talking 
but little else. 

Next there are the KNUCKLEBONES who knock 
everything that everybody else tries to do. 

And finally there are the BACKBONES who get 
under the load and do the work. 

Bazzel Award 
In 1950, Quebec Federation 

inaugurated a special award to 
recognize outstanding service 
to the QFHSA by an-individual. 
The award was named after its 
donor, Leslie N. Buzzell-now 
honorary president of Quebec 
Federation. In 1940, Mr. Buz
zell, then president of Roslyn 
Home & School Association, un
dertook to organize the sixteen 
known local groups into the 
Quebec Provincial Council. 
Buzzell Award 
fa) The Buzzell A ward may be 
awarded to recognize outstand
ing service to the Quebec 
Federation of Home & School 
Associations and to the cause of 
furthering the aims of Home & 
School and education in gen
eral, and is intended for a per
son who will not become presi
dent. 
(b) The award shall be present
ed to the recipient at the annual 

meeting and/or conference of 
this Federation by the donor, 
Leslie N. Buzzell, or his repre
sentative. 
(c) The selection · cdmmittee 
shall be appointed by the board 
of directors at th.e Jtmuary 
board meeting, and shall in
clude the president, the execu
tive vice-president and three 
other people. 
(d) Nominations may be made 
by maintaining member asso
ciations, members of the board 
of directors or by individual 
members of the selection com
mittee. 

Gonion Paterson Award 
This award was created in 

1973 by the initiative anci gener
osity of a past-president, Mrs. 
Doreen Richter (1969-71), and 
was named after Quebec 
Federation's first president, 
Gordon Paterson (1944-46). 
Gordon Paterson Award 
(a) The Gordon Paterson A ward 

may be awarded to recognize an 
outstanding educator who has 
given long service to the educa
tion of the children of this prov
ince and who has encouraged 
the participation of parents in 
the educational scene. 
(b) The award shall be present
ed to the recipient at the annual 
meeting and/or conference of 
the Federation by the donor, 
Doreen Richter, the person for 
whom the award is named or 
their representative. 
(c) The selection committee 
shall consist of the immediate 
past-president of Federation 
and two members of the execu
tive committee and two mem
bers from the board of directors 
who are not members of the ex
ecutive, selected by the board of 
directors at the January board 
meeting. 
(d) Nominations for the award 
may be made by maintaining 
member associations or mem
bers of the board of directors. 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

"INVITE A 
FRIEND TO 

JOIN H ltS" 

$4.00 Makes You a Winner 
Everyone who reads the Home & School News wins 

a better knowledge of what's going on in Quebec educa
tion. 

If you are not a member of a local Home & School 
Association, but would like a subscription to the News, 
send $4.00 for a subscription to: 

Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations 
4795 St. Catherine Street West, 
Montreal, P.Q. H3Z 1S8. 

Enclosed is $4.00 for a year's subscription to the QFHSA News. 

Name . . 
Address . 
City .. 
School attended b1 Chtld(ren) . .. .. . 
Postal Code 
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CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT. 

What cost a nation of 
working parents? 

One of the most detrimental 
consequences of the present eco
nomic crisis in our country to
day is the fragmentation of 
family life. 

Mothers must become mem
bers of the working force at a 
critical time in their children's 
lives . The time when the guid
ance and presence of a loving 
parent is important is the very 
time when the cost of raising a 
young family is at its highest. 
These parents are unable to be 
present when their children 
must fend for themselves for 
two and sometimes for three 
hours. 

According to present-day 
statistics there is, as well, an 
ever-increasi'ng number of 
single parents who are the sole 
breadwinners for their family . 
They, too, are unable to be in 
the home when their children 
arrive from school. 

Many people in urban centres 
who are aware of this problem 
have dubbed these children 
"latch-key children". 

A place to go 
Do you know a child or do you 

have a child who would fit the 

description of a "latch-key 
child"? 

This creates a situation where 
concerned, caring Home and 
School Associations could be of 
tremendous benefit to the home 
and school: 

• Discuss the problem with 
your members. 
• Contact your teachers . Estab
lish the needs and opportunities 
in your area. 
• Locate rooms in your com
munity where these children 
can gather. 
• Ask for volunteers from your 
organization to supervise these 
rooms. 
• Is there someone available 
who could teach crafts or skills? 
• Let aside an area for quiet 
reading or completing home
W(!rk assignments. 

What's happening now? 
There are people presently 

trying to assist in alleviating 
these problems. 
• Some youth groups are pro
viding free baby-sitting from 
3:00 to 5:00 pm, one or two days 
per week. 
• In some neighborhoods 
groups of parents offer free arts 
and crafts programs for these 
children. 

·PREP 
SCHOOL 

i est. 1944 Permit No. 749 783 

REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN 

for 
DAY & EVENING 

CLASSES 

ELEMENTARY: 
SECONDARY: 

Grades 1 to6 
Grades 7 to 11 

Preparation for 
Provincial examinations 

Sma~I classes - Individual attention 
(Attention to motivational problems) 

4240 Girouard Ave. 
489-7287 
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Quebec Home and School News 

• One Home and School local 
organized a Christmas gift pro
gram for elderly and forgotten 
citizens. Gifts were made by 
"latch-key children" during 
specially organized after-school 
project sessions. 
• Another local school has 
classes in gymnastics and music 
after school. If parents helped 
with supervision this could be 
extended and include more chil
dren. 

.where the need is becoming in
creasingly evident. Our inten
tions do us credit. Do we actual
ly mean it? Is it really about 
us?? 

In its broadest sense, child 
abuse, battering and neglect 
mean the physical or emotional 
injury, including sexual as
sault, negligent treatment or 
maltreatment of a child by the 
person(s) caring for or responsi-

Who are victims? 

We don't know. Most inci
dents of child abuse and neglect 
occur within the privacy of the 
home, and the victims are 
usually unable or afraid to tell 
of their experiences. It is 
generally assumed that many 
situations may go undetected. 
Furthermore, many people may 
be reluctant to report suspected 
child abuse and neglect. 

Everybody's responsibility 
• The list of activities is 
endless for an enthusiastic and 
willing group of Home and 
Schoolers. 

Children are this nation's 
richest resource. 3:00 to 5:00 pm 
each afternoon is an excellent 
period during which creative 
Canadian Home and Schoolers 
can help to truly develop the 
real wealth of this nation. 

What can I do? 
• Be sensitive to the fact that 
child abi'.ise and neglect do ex-
ist. . 
• offer a helping hand when 
you see someone struggling 
with a difficult situation. 
• be aware of .the resources 
available in your community to 
help parents and children. 
• volunteer your time. 
• where crucial services are 
lacking, take the initiative to 
promote their development . 
• become · informed about re
porting procedures in your 
province, and share this knowl
edge among your friends, rela
tives and colleagues. 
• seek help if you find yourself 
in a position where you are tak
ing out your frustrations on 
your children or your students . 

Family night in Canada 
Partly because of the eco

nomic strains mentioned pre
viously and partly because of 
the many service agencies 
parents can be drawn into in 
Canada, we sometimes need to 
stop a minute and explore what 
is happening to our homes and 
family life . 

Alberta Federation presented 
a resolution which was passed 
at the Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation 1978 annual meeting 
suggesting that each member 
establish a family night in their 
home. Some suggested guide
lines were: 
• A specific night to be set 
aside each week with every 
family member attending. 
• One member of the family 
honored each week. 
• This member to choose the 
evening meal and the activity 
involved. 
• Activities ranged from con
versation to games to a favorite 
family pastime. 
• The television, radio and 
other distractions not allowed. 
• It should be a night designed 
for the family to come together 
and reinforce the family struc
ture by sincerely concentrating 
on each other. 

Objectives served? 
Some of the Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation objectives are: 
• to promote the welfare of 
children and youth. 
• to raise the standards of 
home life. 
• to obtain the best for each 
child according to his physical, 
mental, social and spiritual 
needs. 

The programs mentioned in 
this brochure attend to these, as 
well as several other objectives 
of Home and School. Putting 
them into actiop would help us 
acl;lieve our goals. It is an ,irea 

ble for the child's health and 
welfare. 

There is a great deal of confu
sion about the terms child 
abuse, child battering and child 
neglect . 
Child abuse usually refers to a 
form of unreasonable physical 
punishment or attack on a 
child, and can include verbal as
sault as well as extreme forms 
of discipline such as long 
periods of solitary confine
ment. 
Child battering is used to 
describe the most severe forms 
of physical punishment which 
can result in permanent damage 
to the child including maiming 
or killing. This harsher term is 
generally included in the term 
"child abuse". 
Child neglect usually means in
terference w,ith a child's maxi
mum development by failure to 
provide the child with the 
necessities of life, such as nutri
tional food, clothing, shelter, 
medical attention, reasonably 
sanitary living conditions; i.t 
can include leaving a child un
attended. Child neglect also in
cludes failure to give the child 
adequate emotional support 
and/ or love and affection. 

Someone should 
do something: 
Early detection is crucial in 
order to avoid repeated abuse 
and permanent damage. 

Many provinces and one terri
tory now have a mandatory re

-porting requirement within 
their child welfare legislation 
with protection for the infor
mant provided the information 
is given without malicious in
tent. 

Some provinces have a regis
try for suspected and/or con
firmed incidents of child abuse 
and neglect . The development 
of these registries has resulted 
in an increased · awareness of 
this problem. 

There is also increased aware
ness that parents who abuse or 
neglect their children need help 
and support, not punishment. 
Recent changes- in provincial 
child welfare practice have re
flected this fact and conse
quently there is a much more 
preventive ·than punitive
oriented approach taken. 

What can 
communities do? 

Communities provide sup
port services to parents through 
the activities of government 
agencies, voluntary organiza
tions, clubs, self-help groups, 
etc. Some examples of commu
nity resources are : 
• day-care facilities. 
• homemaking services. 
• social assistance. 
• big brothers, big sisters. 
• block parents. 
• parents anonymous groups. 
• home and school groups, 
family court services. 
• courses in parenting, family 
life education. 
• public health services. 
• counselling services includ
ing personal, budget, nutrition, 
etc. 
• grandmother gr.;,ups to rein
force mothering s.k.ills. 

However, we do know that in 
Canada the total number of 
neglected children coming to 
the attention of authorities is 
far greater than the number of 
abused children. 

Could it happen here? 
Contrary to what we may 

think, child abuse and neglect 
take place throughout the 
population in all types of fami
lies. The problem is found in 
rural, urban and suburban 
areas, and amqng all socio
economic, ethnic or religious 
groups. 

Who would abuse 
a child? 

Parents do it the most. It can 
be mother or father. Often peo
ple having responsibility for 
the child, such as babysitters, 
teachers, childreri (including 
brothers and sisters) and other 
relatives do it. 

Why? 
Child abuse and neglect indi

cate a breakdown of the normal 
parent-child relationship. 
There are many factors that can 
contribute to a situation of 
abuse occurring, including the 
following: 
• marital and/or personal 
problems 
• physical and mental illness, 
including drug or alcohol abuse 
• lack of family and friends 
• isolation 
• lack of outlets for normal 
feelings 
• financial problems 
• inadequate housing and -
recreational facilities 
• stress causing temporary loss 
of control 
• i;epeated exposure to violence 
within the family 
• expectations placed on _the 
child that may or may not b.e 
reasonable 
• misguided discipline 
• lack ~of know-how about 
parenting 
• inability to accept the respon
sibllity of parenthood 
• children whose special needs 
and difficulties create extreme 
tension to those providing care. 

The events involved may be 
very complicated. Sometimes 
one incident may be enough to 
trigger an actual abuse situa
tion. On other occasions, a num
ber of factors may come into 
play. 

What can sehools do? 
Many incidents of abuse and 

neglect occur among school
aged children. Therefore, school 
officials are in a unique posi
tion to detect potential and ac
tual child abuse or neglect. Edu
cators can promote an aware
ness of the problem among 
school personnel by offering 
workshops as part of profes
sional development in order to 
train teachers, school nurses, 
etc. to recognize, assist parents, 
and where necessary properly 
refer children suspected of be
ing abused or neglected. 

Schools may wish to consider 
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NEW LEGISLATION 

More musts and got-tos for schools and boards 
Passed before the end of the 

last session of the Quebec Na
tional Assembly were three 
bills which affect schools, Bills 
s7, 71 and 77. 

BILL 71 
The most directly interesting 

to parents of these pieces of 
legislation is Bill 71, which 
spells out the definition of the 
school principal and the new 
consultative mechanism of the 
"ways and means committee" 
which is the English translation 
of conseil d 'orientation pro
jected in the plan of action for 
Quebec schools. 

The ways and means commit
tee must be set up at a school at 
the request of the chairman of 
the school committee, a teacher 
of the school elected for this 
purpose and the principal of the 
school. It is to _comprise the 
principal, three parents ap
pointed by the school commit
tee, two members of the teach
ing staff of the school appointed 
by the teachers of such school, 

and a person appointed by the 
non-teaching staff of the school 
from among the staff members. 
Optional members are an addi
tional parent and teacher ap
pointed by the committee itself, 
and a representative of the 
school board appointed by the 
latter. 

The mandate of the ways and 
means committee or conseil 
d 'orientation includes the 
following functions: 

1. To determine the school's 
orientation and report there
on. 
2. To participate in th.e 
drawing up of the education
al plan of the school, follow 
up on its realization, and to 
evaluate it. 
3. To promote information, 
exchanges, and coordination 
among the agents involved 
with the school. 
These functions are to be car

ried out in accordance with the 
policies and regulations of the 
school board. 

The legislation also allows-for 

a different composition for the 
ways and means committee de
termined by the school board at 
the request of the principal. 

The legislation also lists 
topics on which a school or 
parents' committee must be 
consulted at its request. The 
CEQ, the French teachers' 
union, called for the with
drawal of Bill 71 because it ig
nores the union movement in 
schools, interferes in the 
negotiation process and tends 
towards educational counter
reforms. 

BILL 57 
Bill 57 is the legislation need

ed by the government to com- 1 

plete its reforms in municipal 
financing. It removes from 
school boards the right to raise 
the taxes from local real estate 
on the school tax roll which had 
been levied over recent years at 
the rate of $1 per $100 valua
tion. The right to levy what has 
to date been called a "surtax" 

(ranging from zero to as much 
as $2 or $3 per $100 valuation) 
has been retained by school 
boards under certain condi
tions. The first is that the "sur
tax" rate must be restricted to, 
or progressively over five years 
lowered to, 25 cents or 6% of 
total expenditures, whichever 
is the lesser. The second is that 
if a school board finds it desir
able to raise more than this 
amount, a referendum must be 
held among its taxpayers and 

YOU DON'T LIKE 
WHAJ!S HAPPENING? 
THEN JOIN HOME & 

SCHOOL NOW! 

electors to give permission to 
levy the required rate. 

the Minister of Education will 
issue may well restrict a board, 
as in the past, to providing only 
those services which the Minis
try sees as desirable on a prov
ince-wide basis. 

BILL 77 
The legislation on day-care 

services enables non-profit
making corporations, including 
school boards, to apply for per
mission to operate day-care ser
vices under the control of the 
Ministry of Social Affairs for 
children in kindergarten or pri
mary school on school days out
side classroom hours. Subsidies 
are provided for under regula
tions of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, but the legislation per
mits the school board to set the 
rate for the service payable by 

. the parent. The school board 
can also organize day-care for 
preschool children under per
mit and set the rate for such ser
vices. 

Day-long conference 

The school boards, both Cath
olic and Protestant, have pro
tested this maneuver of the 
government, which they see as 
an infringement of their rights 
under the B.N.A. Act, but more 
importantly as a progressive re
duction of local control over 
schools. 

School boards have been in
cluded in this legislation as the 
result of a brief prepared by the 
School Council of the Island of 
Montreal. It seems likely that 
this initiative stemmed directly 
from the experience of the 
Montreal Catholic School Com
mission with private or co
operative day-care services for 
which space was rented in 
schools by the organizers. 

The Magog Home and School/ 
School Committee, with the co
operation of the QFHSA, spon
sored a conference at Lennox
ville Elementary School on 
Saturday, November 17, 1979. 

An extremely interesting and 
varied program was offered, 
spearheaded by Dr. Robert 
Lavery, director general of the 
Lakeshore School Board, who 
spoke on "The Future of Eng
lish Education in Quebec." 

The workshops included: 
Exceptional Children, run by 
Carol Mooney, special educa
tion consultant of the Lennox
ville District School Board and 
Josee Rourke, special education 
consultant of the Eastern Town
ships Regional School Board; 
The Non-Elite Athlete, with Dr. 
Peter Bender, head of the 
psychology department, and 
Stan Gendron, professor of 
physical education, both of 
John Abbott College, and 
The Joy of Reading, with Anne 
MacWhirter, reading specialist 
and teacher at New Carlisle' 
School and area representative 
to Quebec Federation from the 
Gaspe area, and Morna Conse
d ine, remedia1 counsellor, 
Dawson College. 

Approximately three dozen 
parents attended this all-day 
conference, which included a 
chicken lunch with time to chat 
with the various speakers. All 
who attended felt it was time 
well spent. 

Woman in the 
pilot's seat 

Good news for aviatrices 
comes with the announcement 
that last year Air Canada hired 
its first woman pilot. Britt
Marie Ferst, aged 27 years, be
came a rookie pilot on a DC-8. 
As second officer her job will be 
to arrive a the airport two 
hours before take-off, to plan 
the flight based on weather con
ditions, destination and fuel 
needs. She will only fly the 
plane if the pilot or co-pilot is 
incapacitated during the flight. 

Britt-Marie Ferst's appoint
ment is the ~ulmination of five 
years' pilot-training while 
working as a flight attendant. 

Cartoon of the \-1onth: 

Educaio~ in Quebec - Headin,: where?? 

The referendum procedure 
they find an impossible barrier 
and expense to meeting local 
needs. They are also fearful 
that the budgetary rules which 

VANIER INSTffUTE 

. Manitoba Dian chosen 
as President 

Dr. Terry Morrison of Winni
peg, deaq of continuing educa
tion at the University of Mani
toba, is the new president of the 
Vanier Institute of the Family 
in Ottawa. He was chosen by 
the board of directors following 
the 14th VIF annual meeting, 
which was held here November 
22. 

Named after the late Gover
nor General Georges Vanier 
and Madame Pauline Vanier, 
the VIF was founded in the mid-
1960's to promote the well
being of Canadian families. In 
recent years institute programs 
have concentrated on the re
lated fields of communication, 

economics, learning and life
styles as viewed from a familial 
perspective. 

At a dinner given in his 
honor, Dr. MacKinnon said his 
years with the Vanier Institute 
confirmed his belief in the "doc
trine of the slight edge." Most 
of life's struggles are decided 
by a slight edge, he said, "and 
so what you and I do can make 
the difference between winning 

· or losing the battle for human 
values." He stressed his convic
tion that the meaning of human 
existence is best expressed by 
those who seek fulfiilment 
through service. 

No voice in the wilderness 
Besides Dr. Morrison, re

elected directors are Mrs. Bar
bara Anne Crosbie, homemaker 
and businesswoman from St. 
John's, Newfoundland, who 
was also elected as one of three 
vice-presidents; Professor 
Harry Penny of the School of 
Social Work at McMaster Uni
versity in Hamilton, and 
Warden McKimm, lawyer and 
businessman of Ottawa. 

"The English have been re
duced to virtual ' impotence 
within the formal governmen
tal structures in education in 
Quebec," stated Dr. Robert 
Lavery, director general of the 
Lakeshore School Board, when 
speaking to a group of parents 
at an all-day conference held in 
Lennoxville. · 

"We have had a series of asso
ciate deputy ministers for Prot
estant education who have been 
given tasks that were further 
and further removed from the 
concerns of Protestant educa
tjon proper," he continued, em
phasizing the fact that as Eng
lish office-holders have been 
replaced by French Catholics, 
no system of organization of 
policy for Protestant schools 
presently exists. 

The most visible examples of 
such a lack has been the Green 
Paper and the subsequent 
Orange Book as well as, to a 
lesser extent, the PAS (Poli
tique administr?tive et sala
riale) which governs the kind of 

administrative structure a 
school board may have to real
ize its objectives and. the 
governmental directive dealing 
with access to reception classes 
(classes d'accueil). These classes 
are freely used by English
speaking parents who wish 
their children to become bilin
gual, and who continue on to 
early immersion programs. 

The danger involvec;l, Dr. 
Lavery explained, could be the 
destruction of English educa
tion. "The point is that the 
English never were · formally 
consulted what the orthodox 
way of achieving bilingualism 
for their children through the 
public school system should 
be." , 

It is Dr. Lavery's belief that 
we can only maintain good 
quality English education and 
provide a high degree of com
petence in French for our chil
dren with a teaching staff that 
consists of. no more than thirty 
percent French teachers. 

Dr. Lavery does not believe it 

is too late to reform and ration
alize the English system, but 
unless there is some coherent 
leadership to do so "I foresee 
our elementary schools in the 
near fut~re bejng transformed 
into French schools and a conse
quent necessity for us to adapt 
our secondary programs so that 
our graduates may remain com
petitive with other English 
Canadian graduates in terms of 
university entrance and the job 
market." 

Another threat to English 
schools in Quebec is the declin
ing school enrollment due, in 
some part, to the population 
shift from the province, and 
solutions to this problem must 
be found. 

"If English education in 
Quebec is to have a reasonable 
future," Dr. Lavery said, "it 
will depend on an even more 
elaborate definition of the 
prpblems ... and ·solid leader
ship in the development of solu
tions." 

Four newcomers were elected 
as directors: Douglas MacAllan 
of Toronto, vice-president of 
corporate affairs and general 
secretary with Imperial Oil, 
Ltd. who was also elected as a 
vice-president; Louise Vaillan
court, homemaker and busi
nesswoman of Outremont, Que
bec; and Antonin Boisvert, vice
rector of communications at the 
.l!lniversity of Quebec in Mont
real. 

The third vice-president 
chosen by the Board was Dr. 
Maurice Brossard of Laval des 
Rapides, Quebec, who was re
elected for a second term. 

Dr. Hans Mohr of Toronto 
succeeds Terry Morrison as 
chairman of the executive com
mittee, while Paule Ste-Marie 
of Montreal replaces Dr. Mohr , 
as chairman of the VIF program 

· committee: · • · · 



Year 

1969 

Students 

7 

1970 100 
1971 240 

1972 240 

1973 213 

1974 293 

1975 388 

1976 436 

"l 

1977 462 

1978 432 

1979 490 

. ' I 

Brief History 1969-1979 
Highlights 

Cohabiting with French students in CEGEP 
de Hull, Tache Blvd. 

English section had a half-time person to act 
as liaison with English community. A five
member committee of the board of directors 
was created to study the "crisis" of coha.bita
tion. 
Policy developed by the Board was to sepa
rate the two linguistic groups. English stu
dents moved to improvised quarters in the 
Legion building on Eddy Street, Hull, named 
the English pavilion, ·with a director (in name 
only) with no authority, but authority through 
negle'ct of th~ corporation. 
An ad hoc committee of members of the 
English-speaking community was formed to 
promote CEGEP education, to work for better 
accommodation for the pavilion and to inform 
the community of the administrative difficul
ties in resolving these problems. 
When many meetings and many communica
tions lailed to achieve results, the ad hoc com
mittee decided to write a brief directly to the 
Department of Education outlining the prob
lems and recommending that the English 
pavilion become a campus of Champlain Col
lege. This college had the mandate to operate 
all English CEGEPs off the island of Montreal. 
Brief completed and distributed on Marah 26. 
Students achieved a 2000-name petition for 
Cha!f1plain College campus status. Although it 
was quite dramatic it was too careless about 
the validation of names. 
Students organized a mass march with sup
porters from the Eddy Street pavilion to MEQ 
offices, singing "We Want a School". 
The director general of DEGC, department of 
education, Mr. Pronovost, met with the ad hoc 
committee and the corporation twice-on 
April 19 and December 13. These were criti
cally important meetings in which Mr. Prono
vost recognized the immediate need for ap
propriate housing for the English pavilion but 
decided that a change in status should be re
served for future consideration. ' 
Ecqle Ste-Marie, a heritage stone building 
once a high school, was purchased for the 
English pavilion· and extensive renovations 
were commenced. · 
At a meeting called by the director ,general, 
Mr. Belanger, the ad hoc committee was in
formed of progress and plans for immediate 
necessary expansion to house laboratories, 
offices. a lounge and student _parking space. 
Students and staff move into partly renovated 
building in January. Official opening in spring 
named the building Heritage Campus, again 
in name only. Administratively and officially 
not given the autonomy of a campus. 
The ad hoc committee, having achieved its 
main objective, unofficially disbands. 
Windows: continued renovation but not com
pleted. Total cost to date $600,000. No addi
tional improvements, no expansion. 
Former ad hoc and other members of the com
munity become aware that Heritage has prob
lems. 
The director general, Mr. Belanger, on August 
10, 1979 presented a paper to the board of 
directors raising the question of the status of 
Heritage Campus. 
On September 12 a meeting of eleven con
cerned members of the community took place 
to see what action should be taken. It was 
decided to call an open meeting to assess and 
consolidate community opinion, for Septem
ber 25. 
The open meeting, attended by more than 85 
people, was the forum for a thorough discus
sion . Result-overwhelming vote to seek full 
autonomy for Heritage. 
On October 2, a formal committee Qf 32 with 
an executive of nine was establi~ed to, work 
for a fully autonomous-CEGEP.· Pauline Smith 
was elected chairman, Marius Parent vice
chairman, David Geldart secretary treasurer 
and others: Michel Ouimet, Doug Page, Julie 
Hunt, Jim Graham, Carol Pritchard-Muragh. 
This is the executive of the committee of 32 
which is now fully operative. 
On October 10, a brief petition to the Minister 
of Education and DGEC was sent, asking for a 
charter to establish a fully autonomous 
CEGEP. C,1>pies and covering memos were de
livered to the president of CEGEP de 
l'Outaouais and its director general, Mr. 
Belanger, with copies to MNAs in the area . 
An extract from the letter to the president ·of 
CEGEP de l'Outaouais reads as follows: 
"The existing structure of CEGEP does not 
clearly identjfy Heritage except as a branch 
and therefore has not had the guarantee of 
full community representation. As a result our 
social, cultural community needs cannot be 
met on a comprehensive and continuing 
basis . 

Heritage CEGEP 
de 1•outaouais English community strugglE 

Last October, the students 
and families of western Quebec 
(which includes Hull and areas 
adjacent to Ottawa) sent a peti- • 
tion to Minister of Education 
Jacques-Yvan Morin asking for 
autonomy of the English com
munity over their CEGEP-level 
programs. Since CEGEPs were 
instituted in Quebec in the late 
60's, students graduating from 
high school and wishing to 
enter the local CEGEP have 
been served by the CEGEP de 
l'Outaouais in Hull. 

Starting from a mere 7 stu
dents in English-language 
courses in 1969, the English stu
dent body of the CEGEP in Hull 
rose in numbers rapidly each 
year until there were 388 regis
tered in 1975, and 490 in 1979. 
During those years the English 
campus came to be separated 
from the French campus (in a 
specially built 3,000-student 
facility) to find quarters in a 
building converted from a 
bowling alley on Eddy Street, 
and then in Ecole Ste-Marie, an 
old high school building reno
vated to meet college needs. The 
campus was named 'Heritage 

Campus' and administered by 
CEGEP de l'Outaouais as its 
English 'pavilion'. 

Last year the CEGEP's board 
of directors discussed the ques
tion of the status of Heritage 
Campus and the community re
sponded by setting up a com
mittee with the mandate of 
achieving the autonomy of 
Heritage Campus under the 
direction of the English com
munity served by the CEGEP. 

The existing structure of 
CEGEP de l'Outaouais, in the 
opinion of the community's 
representatives, does not clear
ly identify Heritage except as a 
branch and therefore it has not 
had the guarantee of the full 
community representation 
needed to ensure that social and 
cultural needs can be met on a 
comprehensive and continuing 
basis. 

CEGEPs are, according to 
MEQ policy and regulation, ad
ministered by a board of direc
tors composed of parents, stu
dents, teachers and members 
appointed by the ministry to 
represent the local school sys-

tern, the socio-economic com
munity, the local university. 
The teaching and support staff 
employed by the CEGEP are 
also represented. 

In the case of CEGEP de 
l'Outaouais, there is not repre
sentation from the English
speaking .community on the 
board of directors. Should the 
objective of a separate English 
CEGEP facility be achieved, its 
community would have total 
responsibility for the orienta
tion and services of the college. 

The advantage to this ar
rangement would be an exten
sion of adult education to the 
English community. At present 
Champlain College, located at 
three centres outside Montreal 
(Quebec, St. Lambert and Len
noxville) has the mandate for 
all off-Montreal Island adult 
education in English. The com
munity served by Heritage 
Campus sees a need for re
sources and organization to pro
vide adult education at out
lying centres in western Quebec 
to the English-speaking adult 
population. 

THERE'S A LDT MORE TO TEACHER NEGt 
• • • This is what the teachers say 
Salary: teachers object to 
salary-"cut offer 

It was only in the last round 
of negotiations that teachers in 
.Quebec brekel the lowest-paid
in-Canad'a barrier. Teachers are 
once again being asked to ac
cept an inferior salary offer 
which would mean a greatly de
creased purchasing power over 
the life of the next contract. 
Teachers will not accept this 
cutback. 

Though verbal statements 
suggesting the existence of 
salary offers higher than offers 
actually presented to the PAPT 
negotiating team are constantly 
being made by the QAPSB and 
the government, the actual 
figures thus far are: 
Year 
1979-1980 
1980-1981 

Offer 
.5% 

3.5% 
(COLA unspecified) 

3.5% 
(COLA unspecified) 

Loss of pµrchasing power (es
timated) 15%, 

1981-1982 

This salary offer does not 
even keep pace with the cost of 
living which the current, now 
expired, contract provided. It is 
not expected that teachers will 
accept the terms of this salary 
offer. M. Parizeau's "final" 
salary proposal, whenever it is 
revealed to teachers and the 
public, will have to be a sub
stantial improvement over the 
meager offer currently dis
played as a responsible action. 

PAPT, the provincial 
teacher association, issued 
the following parent bulle
tin number 5 as informa
tion to parents on its posi
tion of November 9, 1979. 

Why are teacher 
negotiations so slow? 

Everyone agrees they are 
slow-the last negotiations last
,e.ci nearly two y.ears fo11 a four
year contract, and no previous 
negotiations have ever been 
done ilil less than a y~ar. Ob
viously there must be substan
tial reasons preventing the 
speedy conclusion of an agree
ment. Here are three general 
reasons. 

The complexity of the process 
is obvious. The last provincial 
negotiations produced a two
hundred-page book, and each 
contract has been longer than 
the last. Presently, over two 
hundred thousand government 
employees such as nurses, li
quor board workers and teach
ers all are trying to reach an 

· agreement. Teachers are also 
negotiating at three levels: at 
the central table for salaries, at 
a sectorial table for Protestant 
teachers and with each school 
board. 

Secondly, there are real con
flicts ofinterest to be resolved. 
The school boards would like to 
administer schools as they see 
fit, while teachers want agreed
upon criteria and procedures 
used in running the schools. 
Teachers are also asking to be 
informed and consulted on the 
running of the schools. Natural
ly, the government and the 
school boards would like to cut 
costs. The teachers in their tum 
would like to protect their sala
ries with cost-of-living clauses, 
and they know they could do a 
better job with smaller classes. 

Finally, the Protestant school 
boards want to reimpose the old 
military-style regime in Protes
tant schools, bu\ our teachers 
today insist on meaningful con
sultation. They also want to be 
treated on an equal footing 
with their colleagues in CEQ. In 
the last negotiations, during 
October '76, they went on strike 
to get equal work for equal pay. 
They are afraid they may have 
to go on strike to get equal con
ditions too. 

Class size does 
make a difference. 

A commonly held view is that 
teacher unions exist solely for 
tl}e wrpose 'of i1rotecting and 
advancing the economic wel
fare of its members. However, a 
teacher contract is an extremely 
complex doc4ment touching 
upon many areas of a direct 
pedagogical nature ._ 

One such concern of teachers 
which so obviously affects what 
goes on in the classroom is class 
size. Many studies have been 
done on the effects of class size 
on student performance, but the 
conclusions have often been 
contradictory. 

A recent study which ana
lyzed data from 80 previous 
studies, some dating back to 
1900, bas confirmed what many 
teachers have suspected for 
years. To quote from the re
search, "students in smaller 
classes achieve more". This 
commonsense conclusion is 
backed by reams of supporting 
statistics. 

For example, researchers 
found that a pupil in a class of 
15 would score 8 percentile 
ranks higher than if taught in a 
class of 40. If taught in a class of 
5, this same student would 
score 24 percentile ranks high
er. Put another way, an average 
student in a class of 10 would 
gain almost a half a school year · 
over a student in a class of 40. 

To summarize the report, 
"average pupil achievement in
creases as class size decreases". · 
While the report admitted that 
achievement increased drama
tically only when class sizes 
were reduced below 20, they 
also reminded the public that 
increasing class sizes merely to 
save money meant that pupils 
learned less. 
. And so we return to the ques

tion which ultimately the pub
lic, our employers, must an
swer. What value do we place 
on improved classroom achieve
ment? Are school boards, the 
government and ultimately the 
public willing to pay the price 
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Quebec Home and School News 

Heritage CEGEP 
de 1•outaouais English community struggles for college autonomy 

Last October, the students 
and 'families of western Quebec 
(which includes Hull and areas 
adjacent to Ottawa) sent a peti- • 
tion to Minister of Education 
Jacques-Yvan Morin asking for 
autonomy of the English com
munity over their CEGiP-level 
programs. Since CEGEPs were 
instituted in Quebec in the late 
60's, students graduating from 
high school and wishing to 
enter the local CEGEP have 
been served by the CEGEP de 
l'Outaouais in Hull. 

Starting from a mere 7 stu
dents in English-language 
courses in 1969, the English stu
dent body of the CEGEP in Hull 
rose in numbers rapidly each 
year until there were 388 regis
tered in 1975, and 490 in 1979. · 
During those years the English 
campus came to be separated 
from the French campus (in a 
specially built 3,000-student 
facility) to find quarters in a 
building converted from a 
bowling alley on Eddy Street, 
and then in Ecole Ste-Marie, an 
old high school building reno
vated to meet college needs. The 
campus was named 'Heritage 

Campus' aad administered by 
CEGEP de l'Outaouais as its 
English 'pavillon'. 

Last year the CEGEP's board 
of directors discussed the ques
tion of the status of Heritage 
Campus and the community re
sponded by setting up a com
mittee with the mandate of 
achieving the autonomy of 
Heritage Campus under the 
direction of the English com
munity served by the CEGEP. 

The existing structure of 
CEGEP de l'Outaouais, in the 
opinion of the community's 
representatives, does not clear
ly identify Heritage except as a 
branch and therefore it has not 
had the guarantee of the full 
community representation 
needed to ensure that social and 
cultural needs can be met on a 
comprehensive and continuing 
basis. 

CEGEPs are, according to 
MEQ policy and regulation, ad
ministered by a board of direc
tors composed of parents, stu
dents, teachers and members 
appointed by the ministry to 
represent the local school sys-

tern, the socio-economic com
munity, the local university. 
The teaching and support staff 
employed by the CEGEP are 
also represented. 

In the case of CEGEP de 
l'Outaouais, there is not repre
sentation from the English
speaking .community on the 
board of directors . Should the 
objective of a separate English 
CEGEP facility be achieved, its 
community would have total 
responsibility for the orienta
tion and services of the college. 

The advantage to this ar
rangement would be an exten
sion of adult education to the 
English community. At present 
Champlain College, located at 
three centres outside Montreal 
(Quebec, St. Lambert and Len
noxville) has the mandate for 
all off-Montreal Island adult 
education in English. The com
munity served by Heritage 
Campus sees a need for re
sources and organization to pro
vide adult education at out
lying centres in western Quebec 
to the English-speaking adult 
population. 

The community representa
tives also see as desirable the 
independence of the English 
faculty from their • French 
counterparts because of con
trasting educational philo
sophy and cultural priorities. 
The senior administrator for 
Heritage Campus has the diffi
cult task of communicating 
alone to the board of directors 
the needs and point of view of 
the English student body and 
their families. This administra
tor has the unique quality of be
ing the only administrator of an 
English college under the con
trol of a French board of direc
tors. 

The difference iri budget 
which would be available to an 
autonomous Heritage College is 
significant. At present the Cam
pus budget is estimated at 
$418,000' (not including teach
ers' salaries). An autonomous 
CEGEP of the same size would 
be eligible for a budget o{ some 
$1,000,000. 

An ·increa~ed budget would 
permit provision of services 
common to educational estab-
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THERE'S A LOT MORE TO TEACHER NEGOTIATIONS THAN MEETS 
• • • This is what the teachers say 
Salary: teachers object to 
salary-"cut offer 

It was only in the last round 
of negoti'ations· that teachers in 
Quebec,.brekeJ the lowest-paid
in-Canacia barrier. Teachers are 
once again being asked to ac
cept an inferior salary offer 
which would mean a greatly de
creased purchasing power over 
the life of the next contract. 
Teachers will not accept this 
cutback. 

Though verbal statements 
suggesting the existence of 
salary offers higher than offers 
actually presented to the P APT 
negotiating team are constantly 
being made by the QAPSB and 
the government, the actual 
figures thus far are: 
Year 
1979-1980 
1980-1981 

Offer 
.5% 

3.5% 
(COLA unspecified) 

3.5% 
(COLA unspecified) 

Loss of P!lrchasing power (es
timated) 15%, 

1981-1982 

This salary offer does not 
even keep pace with the cost of 
living which the current, now 
expired, contract provided. It is 
not expected that tea,chers will 
accept the terms of this salary 
offer. M. Parizeau's "final" 
salary proposal, whenever it is 
revealed to teachers and the 
public, will have to be a sub
stantial improvement over the 
meager offer currently dis
played as a responsible action. 

PAPT, the provincial 
teacher association, issued 
the following parent bulle
tin number 5 as informa
tion to parents on its posi
tion of November 9, 1979. 

Why are teacher 
negotiations so slo'W? 

Everyone agrees they are 
slow-the last negotiations last
,ed. nearly two years Joi' a four
year contract, and no previous 
negotiations have ever been 
done i~ less than a y,ear. Ob
viously there must be substan
tial reasons preventing the 
speedy conclusion of an agree
ment. Here are three general 
reasons. 

The complexity of the process 
is obvious. The last provincial 
negotiations produced a two
hundred-page book, and each 
contract has been longer than 
the last. Presently, over two 
hundred thousand government 
employees such as nurses, li
quor board workers and teach
ers all are trying to reach an 

· agreement. Teachers are also 
negotiating at three levels: at 
the central table for salaries, at 
a sectorial table for Protestant 
teachers and with each school 
board. 

Secondly, there are real con
flicts ofinterest to be resolved. 
The school boards would like to 
administer schools as they see 
fit, while teachers want agreed
upon criteria and procedures 
used in running the schools. 
Teachers are also asking to be 
informed and consulted on the 
running of the schools. Natural
ly, the government and the 
school boards would like to cut 
costs. The teachers in their turn 
would like to protect their sala
ries with cost-of-living clauses, 
and they know they could do a 
better job with smaller classes. 

Finally, the Protestant school 
boards want to reimpose the old 
military-style regime in Protes
tant schools, but our teachers 
today insist on meaningful con
sultation. They also want to be 
treated on an equal footing 
with their colleagues in CEQ. In 
the last negotiations, during 
October '76, they went on strike 
to get equal work for equal pay. 
They are afraid they may have 
to go on strike to get equal con
ditions too. 

Class size does 
make a difference. 

A commonly held view is that 
teacher unions exist solely for 
tl}e. pµrpose 'of ~rotecting and 
advancing the economic wel
fare of its members. However, a 
teacher c;:ontract is an extremely 
complex doc4ment touching 
upon many areas of a direct 
pedagogical nature., 

One such concern of teachers 
which so obviously affects what 
goes on in the classroom is class 
size. Many studies have been 
done on the effects of class size 
on student performance, but the 
conclusions have often been 
contradictory. 

A recent study which ana
lyzed data from 80 previous 
studies, some dating back to 
1900, has confirmed what many 
teachers have suspected for 
years. To quote from the re
search, "students in smaller 
classes achieve more". This 
commonsense conclusion is 
backed by reams of supporting 
statistics. 

For example, researchers 
found that a pupil in a class of 
15 would score 8 percentile 
ranks higher than if taught in a 
class of 40. If taught in a class of 
5, this same student would 
score 24 percentile ranks high
er. Put another way, an average 
student in a class of 10 would 
gain almost a half a school year 
over a student in a class of 40. 

To summarize the report, 
"average pupil achievement in
creases as class size decreases". 
While the report admitted that 
achievement increased drama
tically only when class sizes 
were reduced below 20, they 
also reminded the public that 
increasing class sizes merely to 
save money meant that pupils 
learned less. 
. And so we return to the ques
tion which ultimately the pub
lic, our employers, must an
swer. What value do we place 
on improved classroom achieve
ment? Are school boards, the 
government and ultimately the 
public willing to pay the price 

The- employer salary 
offer in real terms 

'Fbi!l.purchasing power of one 
consumer dollar at an annual 
inflation rate of 8".5% will be 
reduced to $0. 78 by the end of 
June 1982. 

The following table repre
sents the erosion of a teacher's 
salary in Category 1-7 over the 
three years of the contract as 
proposed by the employer 
graµp•. It is obvious that the 
teaehel'S will suffer a reduction 
in salary in real terms. 

By way of explanation, Cate
gol'Y(.17 means that the teacher 
hallilhad 17 years of schooling (5 
yelmf' of university and 1 year 
of teaching experience). The 
largest group of P APT teachers 
are in Category 17. 

Step qn July 1 July 1 July 1 June 30 
scale 1979 1980 1981 1982 
1 16,516 16,030 1.S,624 14,337 
2 17,086 16,583 16,163 14,832 
3 17,676 17,156 16,722 15,344 
4 ~.287 17,748 17,300 15,875 
5 18,918 18,361 17,896 16:422 
6 19,570 18,996 18,515 16,990 
7 20,244 19,648 19,151 17,574 
8 20,943 20,326 19,812 18,181 
9 21,666 21,028 20,496 18,808 
10 J!2,414 21,754 21,204 19,457 
11 23,187 22,505 21,953 20,129 
12 23,986 23,280 22,691 20,822 
13 24,814 24,083 23,474 21,541 
14 25,670 24,914 24,284 22,284 
15 26,557 25,775 25,123 23,054 
•The salaries in the table are 
bas.ed on an annual inflation 
rate of 8.5%. 

for quality education? This 
surely will be one very impor
tant issue in the months ahead 
as teachers and their employers 
hammer out a new collective 
agreement . 
This article summarizes some of 
the findings of the first phase of 
the class size and instruction 
project. The project is funded 
by he National Institute of 
Education based in San Fran
cisco. 

Consultation? 
Doesn't look like it! 

Contract negotiations in 1972 
and 1976 gave teachers a strong 
consultative -r.ol~ in ,t?he opera
tion of Quebec's Protestant 
schools. Teachers have spent 
much time and energy learning 
to fill this role effectively. 
However, the voice of teachers 
in the implementation of educa
tional policies is to be de
creased, if n?t in fact elimi
nated. 

For example, the Profession
al Improvement Committee 
saw teachers and administra
tors sitting on a parity commit
tee. Teacher members had an 
equal voice in recommending 
effective programs of teacher 
upgrading. This committee is in 
danger of being lost to us be
ca use the employer proposes to 
replace the present professional 
improvement system with a 
program to develop human re
sources which for all intents 
and purposes is controlled by 
the school board and the Minis
try of Education. 

Our teaching colleagues in the 
CEQ have proposals whereby 
they can negotiate locally ac
tive participation in their 
schools' operations. 

At a time when parents voice 
the need for information and 
consultation about the opera
tion of Quebec's schools, the 
senior administrators of Protes
tant schools seek the removal of 
existing mechanisms for teach
er consultation. Too much has 
been gained by Protestant 
teachers to lose this voice in our 
schools' operations. 
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for college autonomy There is a job for your children 
The community representa

tives also see as desirable the 
independence of the English 
faculty from their ' French 
counterparts because of con
trasting educational philo
sophy and cultural priorities. 
The senior administrator for 
Heritage Campus has the diffi
cult task of communicating 
alone to the board of directors 
the needs and point of view bf 
the English student body and 
their families. This administra
tor has the unique quality of be
ing the only administrator of an 
English college under the con
trol of a French board of direc
tors. 

lishments in Quebec and 
Canada. These include a health 
service, guidance services, 
laboratories, faculty offices, 
audio-visual equipment and a 
housing service to aid students 
from distant communities. 

. There are a lot of interesting 
occupations in this country, and 
Employment and Immigration 
Canada wants in-school and 
out-of-school youth to know 
about them. 

Because approximately 
480,000 young people leave 
school each year, it's important 
that they know what's avail
able in the world of work. 1\ 
significant number don't . 

ment of a career is facilitated 
by some advance planning, par
ticularly of education subjects, 
as well as other requirements 
for preparation and training. 

These occupations have been 
grouped into families, with one 
booklet for each, under such 
titles as Health, Transportation 
and Mechanical Repair. 

periences, readers realize that a 
person's probleJns are not 
unique and that benefits may 
be derived from the trials of 
others. 

The- booklets also provide 
general information about 
preparation and training, ad
vancement, related occupations 
and employment forecasts for 
the next several years. "Em
phasis is placed on further self
assessment; it encourages youth 
to think about their likes and 
dislikes. They can then consider 
alternate career-paths leading 
to meaningful and suitable oc
cupations." 

Home & School News, in its 
Spears said occupational cover
age is of a general, non-techni
cal nature. Layout, readability 
and biographical style are 
based on first-person inter
views and "presented in a way 
most young people would ap
preciate at the career explora
tion stage". 

The difference i:i budget 
which would be available to an 
autonomous Heritage College is 
significant. At present the Cam
pus budget is estimated at 
$418,000 (not including teach
ers' salaries). An autonomous 
CEGEP of the same size would 
be eligible for a budget of some 
$1,000,000. 

~ February 1976 issue, reported 
on the status of English CEGEP 
service in the Outaouais area. 
At that time the community 
was pressing the board of direc
tors and the MEQ for an appro
priate building to replace the 
Eddy Street bowling alley. 
Pauline Smith and David Gel
dart were two of the ad hoc 
committee for that purpose. 
That battle was won in 1977 but 
the struggle for adequate ser
vices goes on. Pauline Smith 
and David Geldart are still in 
the front line, the former as 
chairman of the Heritage Com
mittee and the latter as a mem
ber of the executive. Mrs. Smith 
and her executive are available 
for further information or ex
pressions of support at R.R. No. 
2, Skyridge Road, Aylmer, 
Quebec (1-819-827-0269). 

The Canadian Classification 
and Dictionary of Occupations 
(CCDO), published by Employ
ment and Immigration Canada, 
lists more than 7,000 occupa
tions. To inform youth about 
the wide number of choices 
open to them, two sets of publi
cations, Careers Canada and 
Careers Provinces, are provid
ed as a major source of informa
tion for use in decision-making, 
career counselling and place
ment. 

Counselling specialist Carol 
Spears says Careers Canada 
presents a new approach to 
career literature. 

From the more than 7·,000 
Canadian occupations listed in 
the CCDO, selections have been 
made of those where develop-

Accurate career information 
encourages readers to assess 
their interests against factors 
required for success in the par
ticular occupation of their 
choice. "Either a person con
tinues reading for more de
tailed information," Spears-ex
plains, "or they can turn to 
other booklets in the series." _ 

For example, under the head
ing Nature of Work various ex
periences and approaches to 
career planning are described. 
By presenting these varied ex-

The Careers Canada series is 
augmented by Careers Prov
inces, ten series of leaflets each 
specific to a province. These 
leaflets contain precise data 
that meet provincial require
ments for individual occupa
tions . Careers Canada and 
Careers Provinces are available 
in about 5,000 counselling cen
ters including Canada Employ
ment Centers, secondary and 
post-secondary schools, re
habilitation centers and public 
libraries. 

An °increased budget would 
permit provision of services 
common to educational estab-
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~mployer salary 
· in real terms 
purchasing power of one 
mer dollar at an annual 
ion rate of 8.5% will be 
~d to $0. 78 by the end of 
l982. 

following table repre
the erosion of a teacher's 
' in Category 1,7 over the 
years of the contract as 

1sed by the employer 
,. . It is obvious that the 
!!l'S will suffer a reduction 
ary in real terms. 
way of explanation, Cate
l7 means that the teacher 
1d 17 years of schooling (5 
of university and 1 year 

aching experience). The 
;t group of P APT teachers 
Category 17. 

D July 1 July 1 July 1 June 30 
1979 1980 1981 1982 
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Consultation? 
Doesn't look like it! 

Contract negotiations in 1972 
and 1976 gave teachers a strong 
~onsultative ·ro-le in the opera-
tion of Quebec's Protestant 
schools. Teachers have spent 
much time and energy learning 
to fill this role effectively. 
However, the voice of teachers 
in the implementation of educa
tional policies is to be de
creased, if n?t in fact elimi
nated. 

For example, the Profession
al Improvement Committee 
saw teachers and administra
tors sitting on a parity commit
tee. Teacher members had an 
equal voice in recommending 
effective programs of teacher 
upgrading. This committee is in 
danger of being lost to us be
cause the employer proposes to 
replace the present professional 
improvement system with a 
program to develop human re
sources which for al-1 intents 
and purposes is controlled by 
the school board and the Minis
try of Education. 

Our teaching colleagues in the 
CEQ have proposals whereby 
they can negotiate locally ac
tive participation in their 
schools' operations. 

At a time when parents voice 
the need for information and 
consultation about the opera
tion of Quebec's schools, the 
senior administrators of Protes
tant schools seek the removal of 
existing mechanisms for teach
er consultation. Too much has 
been gained by Protestant 
teachers to lose this voice in our 
schools' operations. 

• • • and the Board's viewpoint 
A job for life 

A tenured teacher~~ whose 
cqntract has been ren~ ed for a 
third consecutive year with the 
same sch.op! bQard) 11ghg ,is 
placed in surplus will not be 
obliged to accept a job with 
another board if the job is fur
ther than 50 km from bis sehool. 

As long as a surplus teacher 
has not been relocated within a 
50 km radius, he remains with 
his school board, receives his 
full salary and is assigned 
duties based on his qualifica
tions and experience. 

A teacher who accepts a posi
tion in a school which is further 
than 50 km from his present 
place of work will receive a 
generous premium in addition 
to having all his moving ex
penses paid. He also carries his 
experience and seniority to this 
other board. 

These provisions will protect 
a tenured teacher placed in sur
plus until his retirement. 

As a result of these offers, 
provincial mobility found in 
the previous contract is elimi
nated. 

In addition, the use of pupil/ 
teacher ratios is reintroduced 
for the determination of the 
number of surplus teachers. The 
right to arbitration on this 
calculation is also provided. 

The purchasing power of all 
teachers is totally protected. 

CPNCP, the employer bar
gaining committee for 
Protestant school boards, 
issued the following infor
mation in bulletin form 
November 21, 1979. 

Teacher workload 
~ A teacher's total individual 
assignment is maintained. 

• The components of this as
signment include: 
- teaching courses and lessons 
as well as supervising student 
activities: 
- activities of teacher-libra
rian or teacher-specialist in 
guidance (for those teachers 
conceflledj; 
- remedial courses and "en
cadrement" of students; 
- supervision (~xcluding pass
ing time and recess). 

• The maximum time a teacher 
may be assigned to these duties 
is maintained at: 
- 23 hours per week for the pre
school and elementary teacher. 
This will be reduced to 22.5 
hours per week as of 1981-82. 
- 18 1/3 hours (1100 minutes) 
per week for the secondary 
teacher. 

• A maximum instructional 
time is guaranteed within a 
teacher's total indi vid'ual 
assignment: 
- elementary teacher: 22 hours 
per week. This will be reduced 
to 21.5 hours per week as of 
1981-82. 
- secondary teacher: 16 2/3 
hours (1000 minutes). 

• An average instructional 
time is guaranteed on a board-
wide basis: · 
- elementary teacher: 20.5 
hours per week. 

• Maximum individual class 
sizes are provided. 

The maxima provided are an 
impro·vement over the present 
situation and either maintain 
or reduce the actual number of 
pupils per class. The maxima 
cannot be exceeded except in 
special circumstances, such as a 
lack of additional classroom 
space. 

Parental leaves 
The present maternity and 

paternity leaves are improved 
and include the following bene
fits : 
• '20 weeks maternity leave 
without loss of salary 
• 10 weeks leave of abseace 
without loss of salary in case of 
legal adoption for either the 
mother or spouse 
• 2 days leave of absence with 
pay for the father upon the 
birth of his child 
• Possibility for either .. the 
mother or spouse to extend the 
leave, but without pay, up to 2 
years. 

Examples of these reduced 
maxima: 
- kindergarten: 21 pupils per 
class (1980-81) 
- elementary (1st cycle): 27 
pupils per class (1980-81) 
- elementary (2nd cycle): 29 
pupils per class (1980-81) 
- secondary (general): 32 
pupils per class (1981-82) 

• Pupil/teacher ratios are in
cluded. 

Pupil/teacher ratios are 
maintained or improved and 
provide fbr an increase in the 
number of teachers for the Pro
testant sector. 

' t 
I_." I f• ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- ,•,• 
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What is childhood? 
by Alice Yardley 

The human child is born in an 
extremely undeveloped state, 
and virtually all he ultimately 
accomplishes has to be learned. 
During his early years his sur
vival needs must be taken care 
of by others and he is obliged to 
attach himself to a giver of food 
and warmth. His earetaker is 
all-important to him. He is also 
very small and physically weak 
and therefore easily dominated 
by a big, powerful adult. 
Knowledge of the world grows 
slowly and, throughout infan
cy, the child is highly credulous 
and apt to believe what adults 
tell him. 

These facts of childhood make 
the infant adaptable yet vulner
able. He will go to great lengths 
to enlist the assistance of his 
caretaker and may even accept 
qldte appalling conditions if 
that is what the adult demands. 
Authority so vested in the adult 
can be a sacred trust. It also car
ries with it the dangers inher
ent in power over the vulner
able. Either way it puts the 
adult in a position of great re
sponsibility. Adult views of 
this responsibility vary enor
mously and there are vast dif
ferences in ideas about the 
nature of childhood. 

It was a wet day and an angry 
young mother was berating her 
toddler son for jumping deliber
ately into every puddle along 
the road. "For goodness sake, 
Dave," she shrieked, "why 
can't you be your age? You let 
me down every thne I take you 
out." 

hood has become a subject of 
study, and knowledge of the de
velopment and · abilities of 
young children has affected 
adult attitudes dramatically. 
Today we have a considerable 
body of knowledge and we 
should know something of the 
nature of children, but there is a 
vast difference between know
ing a thing and understanding 
its implications. Awareness of 
the nature of childhood is not 
the same as loving little chil
dren and at no time has there 
been greater conflict in atti
tudes and opinions about the 
application of developmental 
knowledge. 

We know, for example, that 
the child's approach to speech, 
his basic language skill, is high 
creative; that, in his early at
tempts to use speech, the child 
creates his own words and 
phrases. How far do we use this 
creative language skill when 
we introduce the child to read
ing and writing? Close analysis 
of methods of teaching these 
skills shows that great empha
sis is placed on memorizing, the 
least creative of the child's 
mental faculties. 

We know that the child's ap
proach to his environment is ex
plorative and manipulative. 
Playing with the world is so es
sential and of such biological 
significance that the young 
child pursues it for its own 
sake. So we adopt a 'play way' 
approach to learning, using the 
child's inclination to play as a 
device for sugar-coating in
struction. A vast accumulation 
of so-called 'educational' toys 
and games provide good exam
ples of this perverted use of the 
child's explorative nature. 

children attending nursery 
school is to learn to speak and 
write good English, the lan
guage of the examination sys
tem and a means of gaining a 
toe-hold in the western world . 

This trend towards setting a 
high premium on early educa
tion is by no means new. His
tory provides us with many ex
amp,les of child prodigi~. of 
children reading Latin and 
Greek at the age of five or 
studying philosophy at the age 
of six. In England, the Eliza
bethans seemed to have been 
most effective in obtaining re
sults by intensive teaching 
methods. The fact is that chil
dren can be pushed. The ques
tion is, should they be? Modern 

, _ 

___,;,~ ·t~ 

Advancement in knowledge 
of our world and in technologi
cal devices for controlling it 
have stepped up the volume of 
information and the range of 
skills required by modern man. 
As a result, we have extended 
the years of schooling to secure 
more time for the child to 
bridge the gap between what he 
learns by living and what he 
needs to learn to become a suc
cessful adult survivor. By pro
longing the period of education 
we prolong the stage of depen
dency. We also increase our re
sponsibilities. We know that 
'the experimenter can use oper
ant conditioning to produce al
most any form of behavior in 
children. Too often this kind of 
power goes to the heads of those 
responsible for bringing up 
children, and they impose their 
desires on children at the ex
pense of children's personal 

enough confidence to face the 
challenge of meeting all those 
strangers, and that he has a 
teacher sympathetic' towards 
his basic personal needs. Before 
he can learn successfully and 
obtain full benefit from educa
tion, a child must feel at one 
with his surroundings. Equally 
important, he needs to feel at 
one with himself. 

Childhood is a state of vigor
ous learning. Two major tasks 
confront the child from birth. 
He has to learn as much as pos
sible about the physicaf world 
and the people who live in it. 
Even more important, he has to 
create himself, in particular his 
own mind. The self he eventual
ly fashions must be one he can 
live with for the rest of his life. 
In order to justify his existence 
he must find some means of de
veloping the excellence he pos
sesses and of using his gifts in 
service to others. Becoming 

.,_. literate and numerate is part of 

.. ,.-.. , 

· ,,,,,_. the total process, not a goal in 

, · 

itself. It is important for the 
child's caregivers to understand 
these basic needs so they can 
help the child within his con
text. Using the child's willing
ness to learn to satisfy the pur
poses of -adults denies our re
,sponsibility. Far too often what 
is taught reflects adult desires 
and is based on their ideas of 
what a child should learn and 
how he should learn it. The 
young child specializes in early 
learning. Seeking guidance, we 
should turn to him as the ex
pert. 

Adults who live near young 
children are left in no doubt 
that children learn through in
vestigation and creativity. 

' Whatever stimulates the child's 
senses needs to be explored, 
manipulated and transformed. 
There is no need to tell the child 
to be curious or to be creative. 
He needs no expensive mate
rials or complicated tools. A 
wet finger on dry concrete, 
gravy on a dinner plate or 

A rather supercilious-looking 
mother was introducing her 
five-year-old son to his first 
classroom and teacher. She 
glanced around the very active 
environm~nt and smiled sweet
ly. "Your room is very attrac
tive," she said patronizingly to 
the_teacher. "I can see you keep 
the children busy, but you'll 
find my Roger's different. He's 
a very intelligent boy and can 
read. He won't need to do thos.e 
water experiments. If you give 
him the right book he can read 
about them. It will be quicker, 
and I want you to get him on be
cause we have plans for him to 
become a politician." 

We know that the emotional
ly maturing child needs the 
companionship of other chil
dren as his main means of learn
ing how to socialize. So we 
bring children together, but we 
give them little opportunity to 
learn about others in their own 
way because we dominate much 
of their time, instructing them 
in ways we think they should 
follow. Sometimes we go so far 
as to decide who their group 
companions should be. 

ALICE YARDLEY 

steam on a window pane are in
vitations to make a mark. Al' 
manner of natural objects, sand. 
and water, mud and stones and 
wood attract him most. Initial 
in~estigation leads to knowl
edge of these m.aterials and 
then to persuading them to take 
forms which match ideas in the 
child's mind. 

In a little West African vil
lage, many mothers are busy 
pounding oil from the palm 
seeds or twisting and dying 
lengths of cotton cloth. Little 
girls of six or even five have no 
time to play. Each has a baby 
bound to her back and is busy 
with domestic chores and er
rands. There seems little differ
ence between children and 
adults in this community. 

It wasn't so long ago that chil
dren as young as three were em
ployed in cottage industries in 
England and, in 19th · century 
Britain; children not much 
older were employed in the 
mines . The family budget de
pended on contributions from 
all its members. 

The idea of children as little 
adults is supposed to be a thing 
of the past, but have we put it 
entirely behind us? A few 
weeks ago a party for children 
aged five to seven was in full 
swing. There were no nursery 
rhymes, jellies or fancy cakes. 
The children were swaying to 
pop music, . eating sausages on 
sticks and cheese straws. Every 
little girl was wearing a long 
dress fashioned on exactly the 
same lines as her mother's. In 
medieval society, children's 
clothes were styled like adults' 
and the idea of childhood as a 
stage , of1 >immaturity scarcely 
existed. 1 . . 

In this century., , early child-

We know children are intelli
gent but that, at birth, the 
human brain is less than one 
quarter of its mature size and, 
during childhood, it matures 
rapidly. So we tend to believe 
that, as they are so malleable, 
they are fertile ground for im
pressions adults decide are de
sirable. We tell them what to 
think, showing little respect for 
their own thoughts and ideas. 

We are well aware that, dur
ing childhood, the infant is in
evitably egocentric-living in 
the moment, which is all he 
knows about time, and seeing 
the world as laid out specially 
for him. Adults resent this won
drous vision of what living is 
about and do all they can to 
force children out of it as quick
ly as possible. Society has ~
signs on early childhood which 
show little respect for it as a 
stage of development in its own 
right. 

An interest in early childhood 
education is not unique to wes
tern . society. In countries all 
over the world, particularly de
veloping countries sucl.1 as 
Kenya, Nigeria, Gambia, and in 
countries with far-reaching 
plans for social reform such as 
the U.S.S.R., China and Japan, 
great attention is focused on the 
formative years. The reasons 
behind this interest vary ac
cording to the problems of the 
cultural group in which the . 
child is reared. In Nigeria, for 
example, the main reason for. 

The Canadian Association for 
Young Children (C.A.Y.C.) is 
pleased to announce that Miss 
Alice Yardley will be the guest 
speaker at their meeting to be 
held on Tuesday, February 19, 
McGill University, Department 
of Education Building, 3700 
McTavish, 7:30 pm. 

Miss Yardley, F.C.P. (Fellow of 
the College Perceptors) is now 
semi-retired but still active in 
"in-service" lecturing and is in 
an external examiner in theory 
and practice of education for a 
number of colleges. 

Miss Yardley has had fifteen 
years' experience as head teach
er of three different schools and 
twelve additional years of teach
ing experience and was"tormerly 
principal lecturer in education at 

programming can be used to ac
celerate the development of cer
tain skills. It is most effective 
in feeding in information. Too 
often the outcome of selective 
and intensive programming is 
well informed and even skilful 
people who lack the skills of 
learning, that is, they bave not 
learned to use initiative, to 
work independently in self
motivated directions, to organ
ize work for themselves or, 
most important of all, to have a 
few ideas about using the skills 
and knowledge they possess . 
The fading out of accomplish
ment at, a later stage is all too 
familiar. Modern society fre
quently is threatened by bril
liant misfits who have not 
learned how to use. their gifts in 
the service of others. 

Trent eolytechnic in Notting
ham. 

In 1973-74 Miss Yardley made 
a world study of early childhood 
education and has much to say 
concerning the teaching of 
young children. She has lectured 
extensively all over the world 
and is an advisor to the British 
Council, the Ministry of Defence 
and several educational publish
ing firms. 

This author of fifteen books 
and numerous articles will be 
speaking on "A Personal View of 
Children". 

Space is limited-deadline for 
registration is February 18, 
1980. 

For further information, 
please call: G. Killen, 731-6370, 
A. Marshall, 482-6000 or S. 
Mavrias, 488-5813. 

In exploratory and creative 
behavior the young child has 
much in common with primi
tive man. Before man could 
leave the cave he had to gain 
control over the materials of 
which the earth is made. He 
took an upright position, re
leasing two of his legs to be
come tools. When dealing with 
stone, sand and water, hands 
have their limitations and man 
was challenged further. to ex.
tend the use of his hands, his 
ears and his eyes. In this way 
the earth itself challenged man 
to become intelligent. It con
tinues ·to stimulate intellectual 
behavior and every fresh ex
ploration of space or improved 
means of controlling and using 

needs. Debates on what is basic earth's resources is evidence of 
in early education proceed with man's limitless thirst for know
little reference to the basic ing and doing. That he still has 
needs of young children. More- much to learn was made evi
over, there is usually an un- dent in the Harrisburg nuclear 
questioned assumption that disaster. In fact, the materials 
there is general agreement on from which man's world is 
the meaning of the term 'the made will never cease to 
basics'. The time has come to re- educate him. 
fleet and re-evaluate, for we are As early man gained more 
in serious danger of committing and more knowledge of the 
ourselves to irreversible deci- earth's materials, the need to 
sions which may lead to an- store knowledge with other in
guish and regret. telligent seekers gave rise to 

What matters most to a child communication. Speaking and 
when he enters school for the listening, later extended to in
first time? It's not that his class- elude writing and reading, grew 
room is e<tuipped with the out of man's exploration and 
latest teaching aids, or that he use of the earth itself. Human 
has a teacher highly skilled in communicatiQll did not make 
teaching him to read . It's that knowledge and learning, it 
he feels right, that what he . , •• , 
knows about himself gives him · · • • (We are . . . page 11) 



Science texts 

Rote learning questioned 
Exam and study questions 

found in current science text
books often fail to measure the 
student's understanding of the 
subject and ar'e a truer test of 
rote memorization than of ac
tual learning. 

So concludes a recent paper 
on science study questions pre
sented to a conference" of the Na
tional Science Teachers Asso
ciation by Dr. William Holliday 
of the University of Calgary de
partment of educational curri
culum and instruction. 

Research suggests that class
room teachers should be requir
ing their students to decode and 
remember the meanings of 

words rather than merely 
memorize word sequences and 
sounds. Holiday notes that stu
dents find it easier to answer 
study questions by re-using 
rote-memorized descriptive 
phrases found in textbooks, a 
habit which is reinforced when 
teachers accept transformed 
verbatim responses as legiti
mate answers to the questions 
asked. 

The most popular North 
American high school science 
text defines "alveoli" as "air 
sacs composed of protrusions in 
the lung tissue" . The related 
study question asks students to 
define "alveoli": chances here 

Expanded role emerging 
for guidanc_e counsellors 

The spotlight in Canadian 
educational systems is being 
focused clearly on guidance, 
with an unprecedented empha
sis on career counselling, ac
cording to Donald W. Reed, 
founder and president of the 
Edmonton-based Reed Career 
Service. 

"Educational decision
makers are telling us that 
within the next two or three 
years we'll see a whole new 
career-area in education," Reed 
says. "It won't be just a matter 
of hiring more counsellors; 
their responsibilities will be 
much greater.!' 

School systems will have to 
be very ~elective in bringing 
new · guidance counsellors on 
staff, he claims, because the re
defined role of counsellors will 
bring them recognition as one 
of the most vital elements in 
education. Along with their 
basic knowledge of curriculum 

content and their understand
ing of how to deal with young 
human beings, they will be re
garded as ~uthorities on in
dustry and the workplace. 

"This readefined role intro
duces a critical need for re
source materials to help coun
sellors adequately represent 
the world of work," Reed con
tends. 

The days of the old-fashioned 
guidance teachers who coun-· 
selled hundreds of students, 
made up time-tables, taught 
classes and answered the phone 
in their spare time is just about 
over. There will be much more 
concentration on career coun
selling, and it will begin at a 
much earlier age than it has in 
the past . Children will be mak
ing decisions, with the help of 
their parents and the career 
counsellors, at earlier levels 
than they are doing now. 

Quebec Home and School News 

are about ten to one that they 
will use the author's words to 
define the term. 

Even worse, students who 
have memorized the definition 
will be rewarded when answer
·ing an examination question 
provided by the book publish
er. This "matching" question 
includes ·a list of 17 items, in
cluding the tel;lll "alveoli", and 
15 definitions, includjng the 
word-for-word textbook defini
tion, "protrusions in the air 
sacs of the lungs". Had the 
question been designed to test 
comprehension it would have• 
presented a paraphrased defini
tion or description rather than a 
verbatim copy. 

Dr. Holliday's research fur
ther suggests that some science 
students can learn more when 
assigned no study questions 
rather than those that can be 
answered verbatim. There is 
also a surprising lack of corres
pondence between the knowl
edge designed to be evaluated 
in study questions and that 
called for in answering exam 
questions. In fact, niany study 
questions focus and reinforce 
students' attention on ideas 
that are never evaluated in an 
examination. 

In addition, all students are 
generally assigned the same 
number of study questions al
though experimental evidence 
suggests that slower students 
learn more when given many 
easy questions to answer and 
better students benefit from 
fewer, more thought-provoking 
questions. Many better stu
dents seem to learn more when 
left to develop their own learn
ing strategies. 

I• Pagell 

Talk with-your child 
Parents are the child's first 

teachers. You began to develop 
your child's language long be
fore she said her first word. 
You did this by talking to your 
child as you bathed her or 
changed her diaper or fed her. 
Sometimes you helped your 
child fall asleep by singing a 
lullaby. All of those things 
were important in developing 
your child's language. 

HOW TO TALK 

Your spoken language pro
vides a model for your child. 
Stand back and listen to your 
child talking to her dolls or 
talking to a friend or pretend
ing in play situations. Your 
child probably uses some of the 
same expressions that you use. 
If you use complete sentences 
your child will learn to express 
herself more fully . If you give 

one- or two-word answers your 
child will imitate you too. 

WHEN TO TALK 

Try to set aside some time 
each day to talk with your 
child. 
• Talk together as you walk to 

the store. 
• Talk about her experiences' 

at school. 
• As you prepare breakfast, 

lunch or dinner spend time 
talking with your child. 

• Bath time is an excellent 
time for pretend play with 
your child because a few 
plastic containers filled with 
water can become soup, 
soda, or a magic potion. 

• Make bedtime a time for cud
dling together and talking 
softly about the events of the 
day, scary dreams, secrets, 
fears, etc. 

McGill Conservatory of Music 
Last fall the conservatory 

established a string orchestra 
for which Montreal high school 
students were invited to audi
tion. The conservptory felt that 
very few Montreal area high 

JOIN H EtS 
TODAY 

schools offered students the op
portunity to gain experience in 
ensemble playing and that, in 
order to develop into outstand
ing music students, the students 
needed to participafe in en
sembles. 

At present time the string or
chestra has approximately 
twenty members and rehearsals 
are held twice a week during 
the school year. The conductor 
is M. Guy Jeannotte. 

School to be leased for $1.00 
At the same time as the string 

orchestra was formed, the con
servatory began a bilingual 
four-part choir for high school 
students aged 14 to 19. At the 
present time there are forty
five members in the choir, 
which is under the direction of 
Iwan Edwards, well-known 
string player and choir director. 
Mr. Edwards also conducts the 
St. Lawrence Choir. 

The Isiand Council of Mont
real has stated its readiness to 
authorize the enlargement of 
Edgewater School and the ren
tal of Vivian Graham School on 
a long-term lease to the Com
mission scolaire de l'ile Perrot 
for the sum of $1.00. 

Under plans presently being 
discu ssed, Vivian Graham 
School students would be trans
ferred to Edgewater School to 
enable the Lakeshore School 
Board to leave Vivian Graham 
School free for students of the 
ile Perrot board. 

• • • we are bent on programming children-fr,r today not tom~rrow! 
grew out of them and became a 
service to them. It is the earth 
itself which made man what he 
is. 

What does the classroom offer 
the child? Far from helping him 
in his task · of creating himself 
and structuring his own mind, 
we are bent on programming 
him. We formulate aims and ob
jectives with the present needs 
of society in mind, forgetting 
that his world is that of tomor
row, when he will need the 
skills of learning rather than to-

day's knowledge and skills. 
That it is essential for him to 
know how to learn is blatantly 
apparent, for we have no means 
of knowing what he will need to 
learn and do. Often even the 
child's parents think of him as 
malleable material for fashion
ing some image they have in 
mind. "I want my girl to be
come a doctor,"-or a company 
secretary or some other profes
sional expert-says a mother, 
speaking of what she herself 
would like to have been. "I 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or the 

pressures of competition 
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want him to have the chance I 
missed," said one father of his 
rather dreamy, academically 
inclined son. "He's going to be a 
boxer and I've ordered his first 
pair of gloves as a Christmas 
present." What chance have 
these children for genuine self
fulfillment or taking responsi
bility for what they are and do? 

From the moment of birth, 
babies welcome stimulation 
and immediately set about or
ganizing the information they 
receive through their senses 
from their external ·environ
ment. They are not sponges cap
able of only soaking up the 
knowledge and skills other peo
ple have acquired. They show 
us very clearly that they are 
selective in what they learn, 
setting out to acquire those ac
complishments that best fit the 
task to which they are uniquely 
committed. Too soon the adults 
in authority take over and what 
they could have become is sacri
ficed to adult expectations. 
Childhood as an apprenticeship 
to society is thought of in terms 
of shaping children to fit, 
rather than as an opportunity 
for them to find their own 
unique place. 

Given a choice of activities, 
what do children gravitate to
wards? The natural materials 
which constitute the crust of the 
earth are what most intrigue 
them and hold their attention at 
any age. Children know and 
show us that they need to learn 
from the earth itself but, be
cause their intense interest in 
sand, water, soil, stones and 

paint comes so easi'.y, this inter
est is written off as 'play'-as op
posed to the serious business of 
'work.' 

Natural materials are present 
in most classrooms for young 
children, but what do adults 
feel about them? Completing 
some assigned 'work' earns 
children the right to 'play.' 
'Work' is some adult-devised ac
tivity, often relating to paper 
skills using words or numbers 
which the children pursue in 
order to satisfy their teacher or 
their parents. That reading, 
writing and numbering have 
anything to do with their own 
purposes comes as a surprise to 
many children who have 
learned to function according to 
adult expectations and prac
tices . In other words, children 
are drilled in skills which are a 
by-product of exploring the 
nature of the earth, at the ex
pense of exploring the mate
rials which gave rise to them in 
the first place. Certainly chil
dren must become literate and 
numerate and need adult help 
to master related skills, but this 
help should be available within 
the total context of learning, 
not as an unrelated priority. 

Recent studies of language de
velopment have to some extent 
recognized the significance of 
exploratory play, acknowledg
ing that investigation, dramatic 
play and creative pursuits con
tribute to the development of 
communicative skills. Unfor
tunately, adults seem unable to 
recognize the messages ob
tained from observing chi-1-

dren's play and seemingly are 
compelled to make use of the 
play experience to expand lan
guage competency by interven
ing or interfering anq injecti11g 
words at every opportunity. 
Too often a completely educa
tive and satisfying play experi
ence is destroyed by adult at
tempts to use it for their own 
purposes. 

When will we learn to under
stand the messages we obtain 
from children and to acknowl
edge them as the experts in mat
ters relating to childhood? How 
can the child get on with the 
;undamental task of creating 
himself in accordance with his 
unique faculties, or learn to un
derstand the world in which he 
lives through his abiding love 
for it, when his caregivers con
stantly seek to take possession 
of his faculties and fashion him 
according to their purposes? 

There comes a time in life 
when the mature adult is bound 
to ask himself, "What matters 
more to me than anything 
else?" Eac-h has his own answer 
and at the core of that he may 
find reality, a means of assess
ing the effects of education on 
himself. At that point he will 
know whether someone or 
other along the way enabled 
him to open the casement and 
catch a glimpse of what is pur
poseful. During the formative 
years thE! roots of what is mean
ingful are established. We will 
not be here to answer to our 
children if, as adults, ,they ·feel 
we have failed to help them sue~ 
ceed in their basic tasks .• 
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Plan d' Action ■ . Is this where we are going? further to the elimination of 
school boards in Quebec? 
• Once the Plan d 'Action has 
been enforced by the MEQ, can 
they control it? 

A highlight of the November 
leadership conference was the 
workshop on the controversial 
Plan d'Action and its possible 
implications for anglophone 
education in Quebec. 

The workshop was chaired by 
Owen Buckingham, principal 
of Seignory School, and Lynn 
N easmith, principal of Dors<'t 
School. 

Toptcs that came under dis
cussion were: 
• the educational project and 
ways and means committee; 
• children with difficulties
learning adaptation; 
• curriculum and teaching 
methods; 
• measurement and evaluation; 
• organization of primary and 
secondary schools. 

The Plan d'Action evolved 
from the government's Green 
Paper on education. It's the ex
pression of the wishes and ideas 
of the current members of the 
National Assembly. It asserts 
that there should be a basic cur
riculum. The central aim is to 
produce uniform standards in 
education. 

Parent participation will be 
expanded to include member
ship on the ways and means 

committee-the committee to 
include the principal, teachers, 
parents and, at the high school 
level, the students. Their task is 
to determine the aims and ob
jectives of the school-the edu
cational project-and to see to 
their implementation. 

Curriculum will be central
ized at the Ministry of Educa
tion. The course of study and 
basic textbooks will be devel
oped and approved by the MEQ. 

Teachers will be told what 
and how to teach! 

It was suggested that Home 
and School provide funds for 
teaching materials and library 
books not readily available 
through public funds. It is im
portant that every H&S local 
should label donations as 
"property of the Home and 
School Association". 

Children with learning diffi
culties as well as physically 
handicapped children are to be 
integrated into the local neigh
borhood school system. Main
streaming•is a particular aim of 
the Plan d'Action. Adapting the 
physical plant for these stu
dents will be funded by the 
local school boards. Teacher 
training will also be upgraded. 

It is interesting that no atten
tion is given to the gifted child! 

More extensive measurement 
and evaluation procedures will 
be developed. This may involve 
compulsory testing at all levels, 
or at least monitoring to see 
that basic minimum require
ments of the curriculum are be
ing met. Accountability by 
everyone in this system is im
portant. 

It was felt that the organiza
tion of the elementary school 
will not change drastically. But 
consideration must be given to 
the time allotments for second 
language teaching. 

Changes at the secondary 
level will be greater. 

Compulsory courses in na
tional geography, national his
tory, economics, two hours of 
physical education, less time 
allotted for the teaching of 
French . . . all could have serious 
implications for anglophone 
schools. It was pointed out that 
changes in the course of study 
may have serious effects on 
students wishing to pursue 
studies outside Quebec. The 
curriculum appears to force 
students to select CEGEP. The 
new programs would remove 

• • • 1 paid the price' says 14 year old 
teacher risks being ridiculed by 
the students. How can I take 
moral judgements about sex in
to my classroom when, in 1979, 
sex, once a private act between 
consenting people, has become 
a public performance?" 

We talked to 10 high school 
students privately and sepa
rately-six boys and . 4 girls, 
;ranging in age from 15 to 19. All 
hut one (a 17-year-old girl) 
treated the subject of compul
sory education with a "ho-hum, 
the same old stuff we already 
know" attitude. 

"PARENTS NEED 
SEX-ED" 

The 17-year-old girl had had 
an abortion at 14 and "I almost 
died from it." Brought up by 
parents who avoided sex discus
sion as a taboo subject, she says 
she was an easy target for the 
first boy she "had a crush on 
and who told me there was 
nothing to worry about. 

"He had nothing to worry 
about. That's for certain. I paid 
the price." She thinks she could 
have handled the situation if 
she had received proper sex 
education. "I think my parents 
needed sex education as much 
as I did." 

Among the six boys inter
viewed, two admitted responsi
bility for a pregnancy. They 

thought the girl "knew how to 
· take care of herself." 

One of the boys said he was 
more concerned about venereal 
disease than he was about preg
nancy. "I could always walk 
away from a pregnant girl," he 
casual!~ added, and admits that 
,he did. 

Another 17 year old girl. ad
mitted to sexual experience for 
"about a year now with the 
same guy." Fear of pregnancy 
"forced me to find out what it 
was all about before I went all 
the way." 

She said, she was able to get 
good information from a family 
doctor "who didn't try to 
moralize. He clued me in on the 
V.D. bit as well; something 
girls don't always think about 
because they are so busy being 
uptight about pregnancy." 

SPECIALISTS 
A MUST 

One thing all 10 did seem to 
have in common was their view 
about who should teach sex 
education "if they even come up 
with something we need at the 
right time." 

All agreed that the sex ed 
teacher should be just that-a 
sex ed specialist. "How can you 
take sex ed seriously when the 
guy trying to teach it has just 
been telling us to move our 
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butts on the basketball court or 
we've been exchanging team 
banter insults on the football 
field? It just doesn't go, you 
know. You listen to him and 
you wonder if it isn't just a big 
joke." 

A 23-year-old man thought 
sex education might appear to 
some to encourage the prolifer
ation of adolescent sex because 
the authority" figure seems.to"'be 
condoning it by showing it in a 
broader sense. This might free 
some adolescents from moral 
responsibility. Then they have 
to face personal problems they 
ar not mature enough to handle. 
This can lead to any number of 
problems, he said. 

He feels that his own argu
ment proves the need for good 
sex education which deals 
equally with the biology as well 
as the psychology of sex. The 
teachers should be specialists in 
the .subject and subject material 
should be uniform throughout 
theJ)rovince, or even Canada. 

. . . Child abuse 
some or all of the following pre
ventive measures by: 
• offering parenthood and 
child and family living courses 
as part of-the curriculum, recog
nizing that today's students are 
tomorrow's future parents. 
• assigning one knowledgeable 
staff person, e.g. school nurse, 
as the liaison person to receive 
reports of suspected abuse and 
neglect and to contact the ap
propriate social service agency 
in the community. 
• eliminating abusive punish
ment. 
• discouraging rough play and 
other forms of violence on the 
playground while promoting 
team spirit and good sports
manship. 
• being on the lookout for signs 
of abuse, particularly unex
plained injuries. 
• watching a child's behavior 
and appearance including per
sonality characteristics such as 
hostility, violence, hyperactivi
ty, withdrawal, fear of adults 
and indications of neglect such 
as improper clothing, food, late
ness, absenteeism, lack of per
sonal hygiene, chronic infec
tions, lack of interest by the 
parents. 

options or choices by students, 
except for possibly one at grade 
10 and one at grade 11. 

The implications for the fu
ture of education, particularly 
in the anglophone sector, must 
be considered very seriously. 
The following questions were 
put to the workshop partici
pants as a basis for discussion 
in local committee meetings on 
the Plan d'Action: 
• What is financial and what is 
educational- in putting forward 
policies in education? . 
• Can we meet the aims and ob
jectives envisioned in the Plan 
d'Action? 
• If program development is 
centralized in the MEQ, how 
can we influence new programs 

· as they emerge? 
• What about our French im
mersion programs? 
• What about second language 
teaching? 
• What does the Plan d'Action 
mean for anglophone education 
in this province? -
• Are we to be a carbon copy of 
French schooling? 
• Who is ensuring leadership 
for the health of anglophone 
education in Quebec2 
• Is the Plan d'Action adding 

On this latter point the com
ment was that cutting out 
financial grants to schools not 
abiding by the regulations may 
be one way of keeping control! 

Both Mr. Buckingham and 
Miss Neasmith made reference 
to a working document on an 
analysis of the Plan d'Action 
prepared by Dr. N. Henchey of 
the Education Department, 
McGill University. Copies of 
this document are available 
upon request through QFHSA, 
(514) 933-3664. 

AYLMER 
Plan d' Action 
meet scheduled 

Aylmer Elementary's annual 
pub night on November 30 was 
such a success that by popular 
demand a second one will be 
held in April. Over $800. was 
raised for school projects . A 
skating party will be held Feb
ruary 16. 

The Home & School hopes to 
present an open meeting on the 
Plan d'Action, with a speaker 
from Quebec Federation, after 
the March break. 

Choosing a babysitter 
Next to parents, a babysitter can be the most im
portant person in a-child's life. The sitter is a 
parent substitute and has a significant effect on 
the child's physicar, mental and moral develop
ment. While she is .with him she is solely respon
sible for the comfort and safety of the child. 
1. Know the sitter or as'k for references, Conduct 

an interview and have home visits. Watch the 
interaction between child and sitter. Even a 
highly qualified person can be wrong for your 
child. Consider age, experience, attitude, tem
perament, values and training. 

2. Choose a person who likes children, is reli
able, and can cope with the child's age group. 
Age and maturity do not help if one, has not 
the energy to deal with an active five-year-old. 
Youth and energy might not help a person deal 
with an emergency, illness or discipline prob
lem. 

3. Choose a sitter who knows how to keep chil
dren safe and how to act in an emergency. 
Parents cannot get home quickly ~o a sitter 
must know what to do in case of fire, poison
ing or serious injury. She must keep the home 
safe from intruders, know how to operate ap
pliances and controls, how to go for help in 
rural areas especially. She should be familiar 
with the hazards of the home, know first aid, 
and be aware of how children think. -

4. The sitter needs specific and written instruc
tions. She must conform with your standards 
of behavior as to visitors, phone calls, smok
ing, drinking alcohol. Ensure that no other 
family member is -a threat to her or the chil
dren. At night, see her safely home. 

5. Set up a home safety program involving child 
and sitter. Have home fire drills. Lock up mat
ches, alcohol, medicine, dangerous tools. In
sist that everyone observe home safety rules. 

Information and material to carry on a babysitter's 
training course in your -area is available from the 
Quebec Safety League at a cost of $10.00 including 
material for 20 students and their instructor. 

BABYSITTERS' COURSE 
Please ship __ kits for the babysitters' course in
cluding material for instructor and 20 students. -
Enclosed is our cheque □ money order □ in the 
amount of $. ___ _ 

Send all orders to: Quebec Safety League 
6785 St. James St. West 
Montreal, Quebec H4B 1 V3 
TEL: (514) 482-9110 

N.B. Please enclose $2.50 for postage and f:landlfng. L ____________________________ J 



FOCUS on the 
YELLOW BUS, HOW SAFE 7 

Why Wllllleremere won't use 
school buses far 6e/d tlips 

Fatalities through school bus 
accidents are a source of con
cern to parents, school boards 
and transportation officials. 
Although, statistically speak
ing, by far the greater number 
of children are injured in or by 
cars when under their parents' 
care rather than the school's, 
there is a need to keep a close 
watch on school bus contractors 
and their vehicles in order to 
ensure safety. 

Last year, the members of 
Windermere School Home & 
School Association became con
cerned that the buses transport
ing their children on field trips 
did not seem to them appropri
ate for highway travel to loca
tions out of the school's com
munity. The construction of the 
buses supplied by the school 
board's bus contractor did not 
seem to them to be adequate to 
the safety of their children; 
they lacked seat padding, the 
coachwork seemed fragile in 
the event of impact, and there 
was a lack of• confidence that 
the mechanical condition of the 
yellow buses was such that fast 
travel along provincial high
ways was safe. 

ALLANCROR' 

For this reason, the H&S 
elected to subsidize the rental 
charges for buses for field trips, 
and recommended that parents 
of children making a trip be 

·asked to pay a portion of the 
costs. These subsidies and 
charges come into effect when a 
field trip is planned to a loca
tion reached by a route involv
ing highway travel, not over 
the usual neighborhood two
lane streets. The extra monies 
are used to hire buses from con
tractors other than the usual 
school board contractor, which 
are constructed and used for 
highway travel. 

The school board view 
School board authorities 

agree that the safety of the chil
dren being tr11-nsported is the 
main concern of all. They wel
come the efforts of parents to 
ensure the use of vehicles de
signed and built for long dis
tance travel for field trips. For 
control and insurance purposes 
they need to know which con
tractors are being used for ex
tracurricular buses, such as for 
field trips, because it is incum
bent on them to confirm that 

Funds used to expand minds 
A Christmas bazaar and bake 

sale held on November 30 at 
Allancroft was a great success, 
$800.00 being raised to defray 
some of the expenses of such 
things as Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra concerts to be held at 
the school in the spring, 
Youtheatre performances, field 

trips and library ~ooks. 
Again this year, there was a 

coloring contest in which a 
draw was held to see which 
students would win poinsettias 
for their classrooms during the 
·christmas season. 

This year's UNICEF drive at 
Halloween raised $642.00. 

~ ] frontier Lodge 

' ~ 

the vehicle used, and its driver, 
is licensed for charter use. 

Use of buses other than those 
employed in the daily run ·to 
and from school also has the ad
vantage, in the school authori
ties' eyes, of avoiding over-use 
of the scheduled vehicles which 
might lead to a shortage of 
buses for the daily runs as a re
sult of increased maintenance 
needs. 

A school board would be con
cerned only at the use of charter 
buses owned by firms with lit
tle or no reputation in the field, 
rather than at a school commu
nity opting to charter from 
more expensive, well-estab
lished companies at extra cost 
to the parents of the students. 

In considering the question of 
what buses should be used for 
field trips, therefore, H&S asso
ciations are asked to see that 
the school board's bus office 
agrees that the charter com
pany is reputable and knows 
when and where the bus is to 
travel in advance of the com
mitment. 

1/f/NDERMERE 

Promoting 
workshops· 

Whereas 1978-79 activities at 
Windermere centered around 
developing programs requested 
by the community (through 
questionnaire returns), 1979-80 
seems to hold some different 
priorities. 

Program development is con
tinuing but, thanks to monu
mental fund-raising efforts of 
last ~ear, the Home & School 
Association finds itself free to 
consider a broader range of ac
tivities. Careful spending of the 
funds raised last year is a job in 
itself." In consideration of an 
estimated $1,000 subsidy to as
sure safe busing for field trips, 
the problem of safe busing will 
be pursued in hopes of sparing 
the community this expense in 
the future. 

JOHN RENNIE 
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LOCALS 
SOUTH HULL 

Teachers honored by parents 

\ 

TEACHERS APPRECIATED: The South Hull Home and School Association 
presented the teachers at South Hull Elementary with corsages. Having in 
mind the "Year of the Child", they felt a day focusing attention on their 
teachers would be appropriate. Marjoleine Lajzerowicz, president of the 
South Hull Home and School, pins a corsage on teacher Jo-Ann Mellen. 

Also highlighted this year 
will be an increased effort to 
motivate the members of the 
community to take advantage 
of the many and varied educa
tional opportunities · such as 
courses and workshops in an ef
fort to return as much response 
as possible to the community in 
terms of more knowledgeable 
(wo)manpower. 

Broader participation in deci
sion-making is the goal of 
another new program. To this 
end, classmothers volunteered 
to send one parent representa
tive from each class to each 
Home & School meeting. Each 

parent need attend only one 
meeting per year, Already not
able is the valuable range of 
ideas and solutions. 

Leadership continuity is the 
final focus for 1979-80. Several 
experienced convenors attend
ed the leadership conference 
and voiced widely different 
solutions. Job transfers plus 
heavy personal commitments 
seem to take their toll of leader
ship potential in our communi
ty. Many approaches are being 
explored in attempts to alle
viate the problem and assure 
the continuity of Windermere 
Home & School Association. 

CHILDREN'S CAMPS 
Period one: 
Period two: 

AgesS-11 
June 29-July 12 
July 13-July 26 

Career orientation popular with students 
GIRLS' CAMP 

July 27-August 9 

BOYS'CAMP 
August. 10-23 

-For information 
write: 

Box 95, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W 5T6 

Telephone: 
(514) 697-5398 

Norman J. Gentry, 
General Director 

Ages 12-16 

Ages 12-16 

The Career Orientation Pro
gram at John Rennie is going 
well this year with approxi
mately 50 students taking ad
vantage of exposure to a wide 
variety of career experiences, 
such as what is involved in be
ing an accountant, an archae
ologist, a cosmetician or a dieti
tian. Also representatives of 
such careers as recording arts 
have visited the school to dis
cuss the opportunities in their 
fields. It is hoped that parents 
in all businesses or trades will 
volunteer either to speak on 
their work to the students or to 
accept selected students into 
their offices or plants for a 
short period to gain first-hand 
experience in the field. 

Numerous other school activi
ties h.ave been held: a Christ
mas concert, "Sing Gloria", on 
December 19 and 20, a Christ
mas dance with the Black Sack, 

a Christmas basket for needy 
families, a slide show, a banjo 
concert and a winter carnival, 
and ongoing fund-raising ac
tivities for graduation. 

NEWSLETTER AWARD 
Federation annually 

awards book prizes at the An
nual General Meeting for the 
best newsletters submitted 
by the locals. Pfease let us 
have your entries by the 
March 31 deadline. 

The NEWS would like to re-

ceive every Issue of local 
newsletters in order that we 
can print excerpts in the 
FOCUS ON THE LOCALS 
section (in the event that a 
local does not have a publicity 
chairman to send in articles). 
PJease circle,any items which 
you wou~~ l~e-~~~ed. , ·, ' • 

---- --- ---- - ----------. - . ... - . .ol!: .\ 
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FOCUS on the 
HUDSON 

Mothers, fathers and children all 
benefijt from 'P~rent Support Group' 
· Parents of children in Quebec 
schools nowadays are set about 
with calls to participate in their 
children 's education at school, 
summoned to meetings of a 
political or informational 
nature, and exliorted to become 
members of school committees 
or Home & School executives. 

Parenis of children of pre
school age, on the other hand, 
responsible more or less alone 
for the care and training of in
fants in the vital years from Oto 
5, rarely find support or advice 
or opportunities to share their 
concerns with others caring for 
children at the same stage of 
development . Few mothers and 
fathers of grown children will 
ever forge t the doubts and inex
perience of their fi rst years a s 
parents . 

In the town of Hudson and its 
surrounding communities there 
are many families with pre
school ch ild ren. Perhaps it is 
because good housing is avail
able in a country atmosphere 
that a higher proportion of 
young parents than is usual 
nowadays have made their 
homes in this area some thirty
five miles from Montreal. 

Aware of this special growth 
in young families in the Hudson 
region and remembering too 
how ~ifficult it can be for young 
parrnts, especially mothers, to 
develop the network of support 
needed to make the years of ear
ly child-rearing less harried and 
more confident, the Hudson 

' Home & School Association this 
fall agreed to sponsor what has 
come to be known as the Parent 
Support Group. 

The Parent Support Group is 
based on the concept of the Dis
covery Group promoted by the 
Canadian Home & School and 
Parent-Teacher Federation as a 
result of a UNESCO report 
called Learning to Be. The 

NEW CARLISLE 

UNESCO report called atten
tion to the isolation of young 
families in a rapidly changing 
western world and suggested 
that new ways had to be found 
to provide opportunities for 
such families to learn together 
about the needs and develop
ment of their children in order 
to prepare them in the best pos
sible way for the later years of 
growth and the formal school
ing which is essential to bring 
them to productive adulthood. 

Taking a cue from the concept 
of the Discovery Group, the 

MEADOWBROOK 

organizers of the Hudson 
Parent- Support Group are in 
the process of developing a 
series of opportunities for 
parents of young children to 
come together to learn and talk 
about various aspects of their 
children's growth and their ex
periences as parents . The organ
ization is still embryonic, more 
cooperative in nature than for
mal, but it encompasses the 
basics of any organization-a 
leadership comprised of the ori
ginal instigators as resource 
people with -self-identified 

7 ½ tons of paper nets $500 
A good time was had by all at 

this year's mini Christmas 
bazaar at Meadowbrook 
School. As well as the many 
beautiful items made by some 
of the parents and teachers, 
many generous donations were 
given by various companies. 
The children had lots of fun 
deciding, buying and having 
gifts wrapped for various mem
bers of their families. Although 
it was intended primarily fo.r 
the children's enjoyment, a 
total of $650.00 was realized. 

sulation. 
A total of 7 1/2 tons of news

paper was collected, a modest 
but satisfying achievement for 
a first attempt. 

Next time, in the spring, 
given the increased awareness 
of the community, Meadow
brook Home & School Associa
tion hopes to do better, save 
even more of Canada's trees, 
imd hopefully exceed N ovem
ber's profit of ttearly $500.00. 

HOWICK 

LOCALS 
parents interested in taking 
responsibility for activities . 
The question of funding, what 
financial basis is appropriate 
and bow it should be achieved 
is at present to be solved by a 
small fund-raising activity at 
the monthly get-together. Any
thing as formal as a member
ship fee is not in the spirit of the 
group. A small fund provided 
by Hudson H&S has covered 
coffee and speaker expenses to 
date. 

Topics of the fall's two 
meetings were Living in q 
World of Giants presented by 
Dr. Jeff Derevensky of the 
McGill 'Ready, Set, Go' pro
gram, and Learning Throu9h 
Play led by Mrs. Pat Roet of Ile 
Perrot Cooperative Playgroup. 
In January, two general practi
tioners from the Hudson Medi
Centre are to discuss childhood 
ailments and first aid, im
munization and communicable 
diseases. Further meetings are 
planned on nutrition, activities 
for pre-schoolers and the 
parent-teacher relationship 
(looking ahead to school days). 

Concurrent with these large
group activities, a short series 
of small-group meetings on 
parent effectiveness was car
ried out in November and De
cember, to finish· with a semi
nar given by a child psychia
trist later this month. There are 
indications that many other 
parents than the seventeen who 
worked weekly with retired 
guidance counsellor Beth Car
ter on parent effectiveness last 
fall would like to join a small 
group in the spring. The group 
is considering looking for, a 
resource person who is a family 
life educator to take this group. 

Of interest to other Home & 
School Associations who may 
consider initiating activities for 
parents of pre-school children 
may be the technique used for 
deciding on topics and activi
ties and in publicizing ihem. 

The original meeting was the 
outcome of discussion between 
the three originators, Joan 
Mansfield of the H&S Associa
tion, Marilyn Pound who is 
mother of two small children 
and a teacher-reading special
ist, and Beth Carter whose 
skills lie in counselling. At that 
meeting evaluation sheets were 
distributed to all who attended 
inviting comments and sugges-

tions and asking for their 
names. The same feedback 
mechanism was used at the se
cond meeting. Activities were 
selected which fitted in with 
the priorities of those attend
ing. 

For publicity, the local paper 
proved very helpful, particular
ly since one of the reporters is a 
mother of pre-school children. 
A handout was also printed, us
ing community facilities, and 
distributed through the local 
nursery schools and classes 
d'accueil. 

One of the difficulties to over
come in future meetings is the 
low attendance from fathers. 
One of them assists in prepar
ing the .coffee, which is regard
ed as an essential hospitality. 
Others who came to the first 
meeting have not been visible 
since. Mothers taking the 
parent eff~ctiveness course 
have realized that improving 
their skills as a parent is not 
enough, that it is important 
that their husbands have the 
chance to be exposed to the 
thinking and discussion which 
evolves from the group work . 
Otherwise there is the possibili
ty of conflict on child-rearing 
methods which is not helpful to 
either the parents or the child. 
There is il)terest in the possibil
ity of holding at least one ses
sion on a Saturday morning in 
which both children and fathers 
are involved, such as is the 
practice in many cooperative 
nursery schools. 

One should not conclude that 
the fathers of 'pre-schoolers are 
not interested in learning about 
how to live with their children. 
There is always the problem of 
babysitting on a schoolday 
evening, especially in an area 
such as Hudson where families 
are apt to be widespread. 

The initial organizers of the 
support group have been de
lighted at the reaction of the 
parents in the community. At 
both meetings there were some 
75-85 parents present. The feed
back has been that the parents 
of small children welcome the 
opportunities to get together 
and to learn together. 

"We need as much of this as 
you can give us," said one 
mother after the November 
meeting. 

The town 
gets together1 

In November Meadowbrook 
took part in Montreal's month
ly re-cycling "R"day, organized 
by various environmental 
groups in the city .. Meadow- Pafents read, children learn 

The organizers are impressed 
at the quality of the interest of 
the participants, and feel opti
mistic that the group will con
tinue with its own leadership 
and particular organization, 
serving not only the small chil
dren who are now growing 
rapidly towards the age of for
mal schooling, but also the com
munity as a whole as those chil
dren enter school and their 
parents are well prepared to 
take on their responsibilities as 
advisers to their children's 
schools through school commit
tees and H&S executives. 

On Tuesday, December 4, the brook's contribution to the "R" 
New Carlisle H&S initiated and day was organizing a news
perfectly executed a project in paper drive in the city of 
which . the whole commuinity Lachine. 
participated. The presentation Help and advice were given 
of this Christmas bazaar was of by Michael Wfel of the West 
unique value in the sense that Island YMCA, who also spent a 
everyone was invited to come morning in the school talking to 
and witness the excellent the children about conservation 
craftsmanship and talent of our and recycling. 
own community with the op- Parents and members of the 
portunity of purchasing for community were asked to save 
Christmas. If all one wanted to their newspapers and to bring 
do was relish the house refresh- them, neatly bundled, to the 
ments and home-baked goods in schoolyard on November 3. A 
the center hall cafe, well, that dozen or so parent volunteers 
was splendid also. What a great plus several students from 
way for the town's folks to get Grades 5 and 6 were present to 
together! May the magnificent help unload cars and also to do 
turnout be a show of the town's a certain amount of door-to. 
appreciation of this type of af- door collecting. At the end of 
fair with an added hope that it the morning the newspapers 
will return again next year. By were loaded into a 20-fo~t 
the peoP_le for the people .. What truck, kindly loaned a student 's 
better g1f~ than ;he shann~ of uncle, and taken to a West 

,,ql}e_S!3lf.:WJ·t~. pn~ S·.,C-O!Umumty.? . . Island pro~eSsing p_lant-fOT •con• 
f., :r.AE\I'\'~ Jf,OJ,l,, ,HQJ;ne,.and .School. version into ·cellulose· fibre in-

Howick Home & School, with 
the help of the School Commit
tee, have collected adult books 

.CHAMPLAIN 

New H&S local 
Quebec Federation is very 

pleased to welcome our newest 
local association. Champlain 
Home & School is located on 
Main Street in Aylmer and has 
approximately 88 families 
which attend this school. 

At the board 'of directors' 
meeting, January 12, 1980, the 
application for affiliation put 
forth by Champlain Elemen
tary School was approved 
unanimously . The board wishes 
Champlain Home & School 

, m,uch, success i·n • ,their en-, ,, 
,deavors. , 

and have opened an adult lib
rary in a section of the school 
library. The purpose is two-fold 
-to encourage adults to read 
more, thus encouraging their 
children to- follow suit, and to 
fill the void left now that the 
McLellan Travelling Library no 
longer visits the community. It 
is open one· afternoon and one ~11••••rn'LEA 
evening a week. The principal ~u,n,n,;n, 
allowed the Home & School to 
en~o~rage pre-school childre~• Bake & Crafts 
to Jom and make use of the pn- • 
mary section of the library, and h I t• •t• 
backed the library project ful- e p ac IVI 1es 
ly. All books come from within 
the community and the selec- A successful bake and craft 
tion is varied and up to date. It sale was held at the school on 
is hoped to add a French sec- December 7 with the help of 
tion. parents, teachers and pupils . To 

Although the Home & School date $180. has been raised, to be 
Association has only eighteen used in defraying the cost of 
members it is confident it will student activities such as the 
11ecruit mam.~ 1m0re .ip .<t.he. 'near➔• movie' rTlte i JJlim:e- r.Miarooine, 
future. , , ,-1 ·, .. ,::, " ' 1 , , · : slflowritDec<emtie'ii2'i!. i . "( . 
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FOCUS on the LOCALS 
'DORVAL 

Positive thinking saves Schools 
The West Island community 

of Dorval is continuing to make 
progress in maintaining a com
munity high school. The prob
lem of declining enrollments 
has reduced the number of 
students at Dorval High from 
over 700 to a present enrollment 
of 325. The John XXIII High 
School in Dorval has also suf
fered a substantial drop in num
bers. 

Dorval High is located at the 
western edge of the PSBGM. 
John XXIII is in the Baldwin 
Cartier School Commission. 
Dorval High has gone through 
two years of major school 
change studies and is currently 
undergoing a third study. These 
studies have brought to light a 
strong desire on the part of Dor
val parents to keep their chil
dren at a high school within the 

DORVAL HIGH 

DUNRAE GARDENS 

Bus safety slressed 
The enrolment at Dunrae Gar

dens School bas been deliber
ately reduced in the past few 
years by phasing out the Eng
lish stream gradually to the 
point where all the pupils can 
be crowded into the main build
ing, which will do away with 
the relocatable classrooms. 

Implementation of moral and 
religious instruction 

At a meeting of parents it was 
decided to introduce parts of 
the program on an experi~en
tal basis in some classes. 

This course in the Protestant 
schools is intended to teach chil
dren a few simple things about 
several different religions but 
NOT to try to convert anyone. 

Health educatien and discus
sion of typical open-ended 
situations involving ethics and 
morals are also very important 
areas of the course. 

Safety committee 

Since this committee has been 
formed under the leadership of 

COURTLAND PARK 

Barbara Stein there has been 
evidence that both parents and 
Town of Mount Royal officials 
are much more concerned about 
students' safety, and a greater 
and quicker response has been 
noted from the town and police 
on complaints. 

It is expected that other 
changes to ensure even greater 
safety will be implemented 
shortly. 

A greater effort has been 
made by the MUC to hire cross
ing guards at certain dangerous 
intersections, but unfortunate
ly they do not always turn up. 

The bus drivers have been 
most cooperative. Children are 
now required to line up single 
file at a good distance from the 
edge of the sidewalk before 
they get on the bus. Buses are 
now being parked diagonally 
when loading and unloading. 
More people are becoming 
aware of and obeying the rule 
of stopping •in both directions 
when they see a school bus 
flashing lights. 

On December 4 the film A re 

community rather than allow
ing them to be bussed to outside 
schools. There has also been a 
clear preference for a small to 
medium-sized school versus the 
large regional.type high school. 
The parents' viewpoint has pre
vailed with the PSBGM com
missioners and a satisfactory 
curriculum has been offered 
during the last two years, even 
in the face of the difficulties in 
programming an unusually 
small student body. 

The foresight of the commis
sioners in supporting Dorval 
High during the last two years 
is now about to be rewarded. 
Early in 1979 the PSBGM and 
the Baldwin Cartier School 
Board drew up an agreement to 
merge the two schools, D.H.S. 

JOHN XXIII 

· Protestant and .John XXIII 
Catholic, in one building. This 
agreement provides the basis 
for the joint operation of an 
English high school in Dorval 
and defines the administrative 
and pedagogical structures of 
this school. Work has continued 
in all areas covered by this 
agreement with excellent co
operation and support in evi
dence between the two parent 
bodies, teaching staffs and 
school administrators. Almost 
total support qas been ex-

pressed in favor of this joint 
operation by all these groups. 
Ratification is expected by the 
respective board commission
ers during the next few weeks. 

This joint operation provides 
for students to remain as part of 
the student population of their 
respective boards but to be 
taught by teachers from both 
boiirds. The assignment of 
teachers will be proportional to 
the numbers of students en
rolled from each board. Stu
dents from both boards will be 
in the classrooms together and 
the school will operate as a 
single entity. A joint committee 
of commissioners and adminis
trators from both boards will 
oversee and direct the opera
tion. 

MATRICULATION· 
EXAMINATIO·NS 

JUNE 1979 
Because of so many complaints received regarding 

the processing of the examination results, QFHSA 
has established a committee to investigate and make 
recommendations. They are also concerned parti
cularly with those students whose studies have been 
affected because of the late receipt of their results. 

Anyone with information or complaints in this re
gard is asked to please write to us with all the parti
culars at: 

4795 St. Catherine Street West 
Montreal, Quebec H3Z 1S8 

you Ready? was shown to the 
students at Dunrae Gardens 
dealing with safe evacuation of 
a school bus in case of emergen
cy and another entitled Death 
Zones dealing with dangerous 
areas leading to fatal accidents. 

LACH/NE RAPIDS 

$1000 bazaar 

This innovative approach to 
the problems of reduced num
bers of students and higher 
costs of education offers a solu
tion which does not destroy 
community relationships, does 
not ·incur the time losses and 
costs of bussing and keeps 
parental involvement in the 
educational system at a higher 
level than in regional school 
systems. This approach should 
avoid the hazards and draw
backs of operating two separate 
schools under one roof. The 
community of Dorval has clear
ly indicated its acceptance, sup
port and need for the program 
to succeed. The resulting school 
can serve as a model of what 
communities and schools can 
achieve through cooperation. 

SOMERLED 

Music lessons 
On Deceqi.ber 7 a very success

ful pre-holiday bazaar was 
sponsored by. the Home & 
School Association at Somer
led. Well ahead of the day let
ters were sent to organizations 
requesting contributions. Posi
tive replies were received from 
all approached·. Many gift certi
ficates were donated, which 
were used to buy numerous 
small gifts which the students 
could purchase at very low 
prices for their families. Mem
bers also sent in many items 
and baked goods. Items were 
priced between 5 cents and 75 
cents each. Even so, more than 
$200.00 was raised towards the 
music project, although the 
prime purpose was not to raise 
funds but to provide the chil
dren with an opportunity to 
buy gifts and enjoy themselves. 

Helping 'sleeping children around the world' 

A very successful pre-Christ
mas Bazaar was held by the 
parents and children of Lachine 
Rapids school under the con
venorship of Gail Parsons and 
Judy Archer. More than a thou
sand dollars was raised, some 
of which will be spent on field 
trips for the children. One of 
the most popular tables was the 
Home Baking which was an 
enormous success thanks to the 
many parents who contributed 
so lavishly of their culinary 
talents. Another highlight of 
the bazaar was a raffle held on a 
beautiful ceramic lamp made 
and donated by the principal, 
Miss Helleur. Since this bazaar 
was such a spectacular success, 
the pai:ents are thinking of hav
ing another one in the spring. 

The Home & School Associa
tion decided that a good way to 
use the funds raised would be to 
sponsor a music project for the 
students. A teacher was hired to 
come twice a week, so each stu
dent will b~ having a once-a
week music lesson. There is a 
possibility of presenting a 
musical play at the end of the 
school year. Students, teachers 
and parents are equally enthu
siastic about this project. Last Christmas, the children 

of Courtland Park School 
demonstrated their concern for 
needy children around the 
world in a practical way. When 
all the money was in and count
ed, the children had raised $520. 
to purchase 26 slumber kits for 
the "sleeping children around 
the world". Further contribu
tions from the staff, as well as 
some parents, provided another 
$80. and four additional kits 

were purchased. The children 
are now anxiously waiting to 
receive pictures of the children 
with their kits as well as a writ
ten report indicating where and 
to whom the kits have gone. 

Courtland Patk is now the 
possessor of two new Bell and 
Howell Language Masters, an 
adaptor and cassettes, obtained 
through the redemption of al
most $150,000. worth of Domi-· 

nion store tapes collected dur
ing the year. 

The school has' received a let
ter of thanks from the Quebec 
Society for Crippled Children 
for $555.86 collected by the 
students during the Forget-me
-not campaign in September. 

The December newsletter con
tained a questionnaire for 
parents dealing with the course 
outlines and asking for paren
tal input for the new outlines. 

School Board Enumerators 

As soon as a letter was re
ceived from the election center 
asking for enumerators, a 
notice was sent home to all 
parents to ask for those in
terested in enumerating. This 
was greatly appreciated ' and a 
number of par~pts volunteered. 
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VD TEACHING GUIDE 

New approach for K to 12 
Foundations for · Decision 

Making, an innovative heal-th 
teaching gu1de designed for 
grades K through 12, treats the 
topic of venereal diseases with 
a natural extension of com
munications techniques which 
have been tested in courses 
given to thousands of teachers 
and nurses and in numerous 
presentations made to groups of 
parents, doctors and organiza
tions. 

Although the focus is on pre
venting the contraction and 
spread of VD, what makes this -
teaching approach unique is 
that it is not sex-oriented. 
Health education starts in kin
dergarten, developing good 
health habits, self-esteem and 
;;elf-help. The lower grades in
troduce the germ theory, pro
gressing into the germ cycle of 
those communicable diseases 
such as measles ana chicken 
pox which exist in the young 
children's world, and gradually 
build up to the vulnerability of 
adolescents to the more serious 

• diseases of the adult world. 
Its purpose is to help make 

students so conscious of health
related lifestyles that they may 
be influential in fostering good 
he_alth patterns among their 

peers, families and communi
ties. 

Commenting on the need for 
VD education, the co-authors, 
Thelma King Thiel and Newton 
Richards, emphasized the little
known fact that some of the 
venereal diseases, including 
syphili'S and herpes, are trans
mitted "by direct contact ' with 
sores, rashes and blisters. Be
cause these signs are not fre
quently recognizable as being 
VD-related, and because the 
signs are similar to other types 
of infections, the disease can 
easily be passed on to a number 
of persons before being discov
ered. Other reasons given in
clude the fact that about 50% of 
approximately ten million in
fections annually occur among 
persons under 24 years of age, 
contraction of a venereal dis
ease is not immediately evi
dent, and some infections are 
destructive, may be fatal, and 
even may affect future genera
tions-may be passed on to an 
unborn child if the mother is in
fected. 

Thelma King Thiel, a resident 
of Cedar Grove, NJ, is execu
tive director of the American 
Council for Healthful Living, 
Orange, NJ. Evidence of her ex-

qea11 &Cftarlt! FUND RAISING 
HAS HELPED RAISE OVER $3,000,000.00 

HOW MUCH DO YOU NEED? 
We have worked with large organizations, 

small ones, s"chools, civic, fraternal, sports, social 
and cultural groups of all kinds with phenomenal 
succ~ss. 

Reason? We give you personal, professional 
help, the kind that really pays off. If you.need it we 
can assign a fund raising expert to work side by 
side with you throughout your drive. 

· He helps you plan, orQanize, stimulate. 
He provides sales aids, control sheets, charts, 

financial reports. He personally sees to it that your· 
fund drive is the overwhelming success you w~nt it 
to be. 

We've got the - chocolate 
and the qeart&Cltarlt! · Fund Raising team. 
We're ready to put them to work for you right now. 

Call us at (514) 935-9671 or return the coupon 
today ,and we'll call iou. 

SEND FOR THE _9ftttC,,.,,e~ FUND RAISER 

qea11 &Cftarlt! CHOCOLATE INC. 
3187 St James St, Montreal, Que. H4C 167 
JEL: 514-935-9671 

GENTLEMEN: I like_ the way you think, tell me 
more. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY PROV. POSTAL CODE 

1 1 ORGANl6ATlON • 
) I l 

PHONE · 

•ir.1?.,_ , ___________ H_s __ FE ____ B/_M_A_RJ_ao ____________ .. 

pertise in the field of health is 
the fact that this organization, 
which she developed under its 
former name, Venereal Disease 
Service Organization, has re
ceived national recognition for 
its innovative techniques of 
communication. 

Newton Richards, of Pater
son, NJ, is health information 
and education representative of 
the New Jersey State Depart
ment of Health. It was he who 
recognized the need for a VD 
education service organization, 
and' it was under his auspices 
and guidance that the American 
Council for Htalthful Living 
(formerly VDSO) was formed. 
Foundations for Decision Mak
ing sells for $5.95 and is avail
able from ACHL, 439 Main 
Street, Orange, NJ 01050 

Free milk 
The children in 56 of the 

board's elementary schools are 
being given milk free of charge 
this year. During the 1978-79 
school year, pupils in 27 schools 
of the PSBGM took part in the 
free milk program. The cost of 
the free milk program is 
covered by the Quebec Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

NEW COMMISSIONER: 

Kai -Kahn 
appointed 

The Executive Committee of 
the Lakeshore School Board re
ported on its efforts to solicjt 
candidates for the vacant post 
of school commissioner repre
senting Ward 13 (Thorndale). 
The post became vacant upon 
the death Nov. ·22 of John 
Agnew, who had represented 
the area since the late 1950s. 
The nominees for the post were 
Dr. Paul Tiszai, a resident of 
Pincourt, and Zia Khan, a resi
dent of Pierrefonds. A secret 
ballot vote of the •commission
ers resulted in the election of 
Mr. Khan, who was duly ap
pointed as school commissioner 
for Ward 13 for the remainder of 
the term of office (approximate
ly seven months; general school 
board elections on the Island of 
Montreal are slated for Mon
day, June 9, 1980). · 
· Mr. Kahn, 45, has lived in 
Pierrefonds for 13 years, and· 
has been an active member of 
the Thorndale Elementary 
School school committee for the 
past five years. During this 
time he has served as the com
mittee's treasurer, co-chairman 
and chairman. As well, he 
represented his school commit
tee at the board-wide parents' 
committee, and at that level 
served as delegate to meetings 
of the LSB council of commis
sioners and as a member .of the 
parents' c'ommittee's negotia
tions sub-committee. Employed 
by Canadian Marconi Company 
as a quality control supervisor, 
Mr. Khan is married and has 
two daughters, one at John Ren
nie High School and the other at 
Thorndale Elementary. 

Vice-Chairman Vilagos an
nounced the election by the Ex
ecutive Committee of a new 
chairman, commissioner Mary 
Whitehead, and vice-chairman, 
commissioner Dr. Richard Arm
strong. Mrs: Whitehead suc
ceeds the late John D. AgnfW as , 
chairman of the beard's ·E~ecu-. 
tive Committee. • 

$ millions at stake 
Representatives of the 

PSBGM met with representa
tives from the Secretary of 
State to press the board's claim 
that the school boards are not 
receiving their rigl'itful share of 
grants given to the provinces 
for the support of minority lan
guage schools (i.e. English 
schools in Quebec) and second 
language programs for French 
students. 

Mrs. Joan Dougherty, chair
man of the board, said that 

since 1969 the province of 
Quebec had received almost a 
quarter of a billion dollars for 
these purposes and the PSBGM 
should have received some .50 
million dollars. 

The PSBGM is pressing for 
greater federal and provincial 
accountability and is also ask
ing that the public be informed 
of the terms of the new agree
ments presently being nego
tiated with the provinces. 

JOHN D. AGNEW 
Reprinted from the North 
Shore News, November 29, 1979 

From the very beg.inning 
eighteen years ago, it has been 
the policy of this newspaper 
that editorials go unsigned. 
This is in keeping with the an
cient traditions of the English
language press: editorials are 
meant to reflect the consensus 
of the editorial board of the 
newspaper-in fact, the news- · 
paper itself-rather than the 
opinion of one individual. 

For the first .time in eighteen 
years, I am expressing my 
privilege to depart from that 
policy: this editorial is about 
John D. Agnew of Pierrefonds, 
who died last week; it is signed, 
and it is from the heart. 

John Agnew was not the sort 
of man whose life · can be con
densed into a brief editorial, 
and besides, I only knew John 
Agnew for twenty-five years. 
But I would like to strive 
mightily to convey a picture im
age of the kind of man he was. 

John devoted much of those 
twenty-five years to the relent
less pursuit of excellence in 
English-language education, 
first on the North Shore, theri 
on the West Island, and latterly 
on the provincial level. It can 
truthfully be said that John 
Agnew was one of the founding 
fathers of English education on 
the North Shore. The thousands 
of children who went through 
the Lakeshore School Board 
system, including three of my 
own, may never have heard his 
name, but they should be told 
that it was he and a few others 
who got it all started. And, out 
of the original group, it was 
John Agnew alone who sol
diered on for almost thirty 
years. He gave up many, many 
evenings and weekends of his 
time to his mission, and for 
most of those years he never 
received so much as a cent of 
remuneration. But John didn't 
mind; he was doing it because 
he loved the community, and 
because he wanted nothing less 
than the very best for its chil
dren. 

But John was no angel; there 
was a crusty side to his nature; 
he never suffered fools gladly, 
and the fools were soon made 
aware of it. John viewed with 
dismay, and found very hard to 
accept, what he regarded as the 
dismemberment by a succession 
of provincial governments of 
what he was fond of calling 
"the best system of education in 
North America". He witnessed 
with great pain the steady ero
sion of the authority of the local 
school boards as provincial 
governments brought regional
ization and a grey uniformity to 
the education system. Most of 
all, he resented the loss of free
dom to innovate and excel. 

He was also deeply pained at, 
anq·coulp ,never a~ept, -the pro
vi~ial , goyer,nllli!n1:ts· pusl\ing 
,of teachers into 'syndical units" 

·and the loss of the excellent rap
port the Lakeshore School , 
Board had long enjoyed with its 
teachers, a rapport that has 
since turned into open enmity. 

"We always got along well 
with our teachers until the 
government made them into 
union militants," he would 
harumph. 

In John's view, the former 
Union Nationale and Liberal 
governments, with their mania 
for centralization, conformity, 
and the mixing of nationalism 
and politics, were pretty awful, 
but the Parti Quebecois govern
ment was the very bottom. This 
conviction sometimes led him 
to be downright impolite to 
visiting Parti Quebecois minis
ters; he found it impossible to 
smile and maintain diplomatic 
niceties with people he felt 
were bent on destroying not 
only the school system he loved, 
but the English community in 
Quebec he also loved. 

Not for nothing was John 
Agnew known as "the stormy 
petrel of the North Shore", an 
appelation I myself tagged him 
with years ago-one, I think, he 
secretly enjoyed. 

But for all of that, John's 
crustiness was just barely skin
deep: he was really a marsh
mallow, a man with a great big 
soft heart and a never-failing 
sense of humor that transcend
ed all momentary aggravations 
and sorrows. 

His was a free spirit and he 
gave it free expression in his 
other great love, soaring. John 
tried his wings as a young teen
ager in a flimsy home-made 
glider and survived to earn 
Glider Pilot License No. l, 
eventually becoming one of 
Canada's most proficient and 
best-known glider pilots. It 
speaks of the man that he 
should find his relaxation alone 
high above the earth searching 
out thermals in an unpowered 
airplane. 

In his youth, John was a 
vaudevillian, an actor, an MC, a 
song-and-dance man and a 
comedian. He learned how to 
make others laugh, and he 
could still do it forty years later 
at the school board table. In 
time "the stormy petrel of the 
North Shore" gave way to "the · 
stormy elder statesman of edu
cation", but the operative ~d
jective was still "stormy", and 
he loved it. 

John Agnew is gone, but he 
will be missed, and he will not 
be forgotten. The Lakeshore 
School Board system is shrink
ing now, but if the day should 
ever arrive when a new high 
school is built there is only one 
name for it: "John Agnew High 
School". It -would be the only 
reward he ever would have 
wanted for thirty years of ser
vice and an enduring memento 
of a truly remarkable man. 

Ross' M. Greer 
Publisher 


