
QU<E8EC HOME & SCHOOL 

NEWS 
17he Voice of the Parent in Education" 

VOLUME 20 
NUMBER 4 

Montreal SEPTEMBER 
2535 Cavendish Blvd., Suite 212, H4B 2Y5 1983 

I+ c..a. .... / ... c... ~- ... _. 
Bulk En nombre 
third troisieme 
class classe 

F-29 
MONTREAL 

Rf'IUrn poslSRf' guaranleN 
R,turn to publisher 

Index 
Leadership 
Conference 
Program Page 5 

Can we afford _____ __J 

Feature 
Focus on 
the Locals page 14 

Safety Scene page 16 

Bill 40? 
Bill 40 - an Act respecting 

elementary and secondary educa
tion - was introduced into the 
National Assembly for first 
reading by Dr. C. Laurin, 
Minister of Education, on June 20, 
1983 - 3 days before schools clos
ed for summer holidays! 

What does Bill 40 propose to do? 
This Bill proposes to uproot the 
existing Quebec school system 
and to replace it with a tightly 
controlled and highly centralized 
system of education - governed 
by rules and regulations not yet 
made public. 

Ministry of Education 
(MEQ) 

Chapters V and VI of the pro
posed legislation (Bill 40) makes it 
clear that the Minister of Educa
tion and the government, by 
regulation, will hold the reins of 
power over curriculum, property, 
pesonnel, budgets, the organiza
tion of schools, so-called new 
school boards, their territorial ar
rangements, the conditions and 
modalities for consulting parents 
re confessional status of schools, 
and on and on and on. 

School Boards 

So called 'new' board structures 
- French and English - will be 
implemented. Under the guise of 
decentralization and more effi
cient(?) administrative structures, 
each school in a 'board' will elect 

a school commissioner with the 
possibility of 60 members on a 
board and with a mandate to meet 
only 4 times a year. 

'English' boards exist in name 
only. They must operate in 
French under terms of Bill 101. 
English boards have no mandate 
to implement a system of educa
tion based on a philosophy of 
English education. Both systems, 
French and English, operate from 
one Ministry of Education in 
Quebec City. There are no con
stitutional guarantees for an 
English language system in Bill 
40. 

Will teachers see their status as 
professionals in the system 
respected? Certainly the events of 
the recent contract disputes and 
the content of Bill 40 do not sug
gest this. 

Will principals, as educators, be 
more effective under this new 
scheme? Bill 40 increases the 
management role leaving little 
time for the principal to interact 
with teachers and students. (The 
Protestant system has always set 
a high priority on the role of the 
principal as an educator.) 

Will more money be available 
for educational services at the 
level of the local school? Bill 57, 
passed in 1979, already gives the 
minister of Education vast 
powers to determine the 
modalities for allocating funds 
and terms of taxation. Given the 
present state of the economy in 
Quebec, it is highly unlikely that 
funding for schools will increase. 

Can we afford Bill 40? 

ECOLIERS 

They are back in School 
QFHSA's milestones 
of school bus 
safety concern 

No one can accuse the Quebec 
Federation of neglecting to 
demonstrate its concern for school 
bus safety. But school bus safety 
is not just a matter for the "ex
perts", or "someone else", it is 
the concern of the school bus 
drivers, school bus passengers, 
parents of these passengers, 
school authorities, and every 
other driver on the road, as well 
as police, insurance companies, 
etc. The following is a brief listing 
of the QFHSA's milestones. These 
milestones denote our concern, 
and this concern was brought to 
the ' attention of the proper 
authorities. As you can see, it 
hasn't been easy. 
1950 Elmer the Elephant cam

paign 
1952 Traffic safety as part of 

school curriculum 
1955 Traffic control 
1956 Proper markings on school 

buses 
1959 Stopping for school buses 
1960 Point demerit system 
1960 Unsatisfied judgement fund 

(compulsory insurance) 
1961 Canadian highway safety 

council 
1962 School brigadier system 
1962 Stopping for school buses 
1962 Control of bicycle riders 
1962 Driver's education 
1965 Driver's education: sub

sidies, in-service training, in
spectors, licences and permits 

1966 Driver's education: stan-
dards, part of secondary School 
education 

1972 Padded seats (2) 
1973 Training of bus drivers 
1975 Hiring of bus monitors 
1975 Bus requirements for field 

trips 
1977 M.U.C.T.C. buses - proper 

markings 
1978 Training of bus drivers 
1979 English signs added to all 

French buses 
1980 Mandatory school bus driver 

training under Adult Education 
Act 

1980 Educational materials for 
safety programmes in English 

1981 Government-funded bus 
monitors 

1983 Traffic flow at school bus 
stop 

1983 Student transportation vehi
cle log book 

1983 Safety education programs 

I :,. 
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The coming school year should be a 
heyday for the neurotics, psychopaths, 
·disgruntled, in general, the lunatic 
fringe. 

Home and School News 

As much as we would like to say that " 
whatever the government gets, it 
deserves, albeit social unrest and even 
anarchy, the victims are always the 

Scene is set for unrest 
So many events of a global nature 

are crowding in on life that life itself 
seems overflowing with problems. The 
solutions, or lack of solutions to these 
problems is $0 remote and for the in
dividual so seemingly impossible, the 
feeling of individual powerlessness so 
strong, that we tend to take out our 
frustrations with a hostile world on 
those who are geographically or emo
tionally closest to us. If the boss snaps, 
kick the dog; if the traffic is tied up, 
yell at the kids; if the weather fouls up 
the vacation, snarl at the spouse. 

The present provincial government 
has done its share of 'displacement'. If 
the economy is slow, knock the feds; if 
social conditions are bad, slander the 
anglos; if the government is confused, 
lay a guilt trip on someone. Sounds 
like the preacher who wrote in the 
margin of his sermon, "argument weak 
- shout!" 

In all of this the voice of reason
sometimes gets lost, smothered by 
angry cries of frustration and outrage. 

\... 

White Paper 

ones who least desire such a situation. 
Given the xenophobic tendencies of 

the pfovincial government, given the 
racist leanings of Dr. Laurin and his 
nationalistic cohorts, given the 
disinterest of the federal government 
in the cause of justice for the people of 
Quebec, the scene is set for a seaon of 
unrest. 

Home and School, which has always 
been known for its intelligent ap
proach to problems, must maintain 
that exemplary conduct. At the same 
time, however, we must be persistent, 
insisting on a just solution to the pro
blems originating in the ministry of 
education. We must insist on the 
maintenance of basic human rights in a 
clear and concise but definite manner, 
conceding nothing that would jeopar
dize our cultural, linguistic and educa
tional heritage. As Quebecers, we have 
rights - not given, but acquired, and 
these we insist on maintaining. 

A.M. ~ 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 

Proposed solutions wholly inappropriate - Dr. Joel Hartt, Chairman LSB 
At a meeting with Education 

Minister Laurin, Dr. Joel Hartt, 
Chairman of the Lakeshore 
School Board, took the opportuni
ty to express his Board's opposi
tion to the White Paper and its 
dissatisfaction with the consulta
tion process. 

"In your public statements, Mr. 
Minister, you have transmitted 
conflicting and contradictory 
signals as regards the significance 
of this entire consultation pro
cess. On the one hand you say that 
the White Paper represents the 
firm intention of the government 
with regard to the future of school 
boards. On the other hand, you 
are quoted as saying that the 
views expressed are not "cast in 
stone." We would appreciate 
knowing at some point in the 
discussion, how you reconcile 
these conflicting claims?" 

He pointed out that the 
Lakeshore School Board is in the 
process of preparing a brief 
detailing its opposition to the 
White Paper and that "in the 
tradition of the Lakeshore to con
sult seriously and meaningfully 
with its population, this brief is 
being submitted for discussion 
with that population.'' The finish
ed brief will be submitted to 
Parliamentary Commission 
holding hearings on the draft 
legislation "unless, of course, you 
withdraw the White Paper before 
that st4ge is reached, recognizing 
all of its flaws and the disruptions 
its implementation would cause 
to the schools of Quebec." 

Dr. Hartt agreed with the 

Minister, "that there are prob
lems in the public education sec
tor which need to be identified 
and addressed. For example prob
lems of the economies of scale 
which may be solved by 
amalgamating boards in certain 
parts of the province. Secondly, 
problems of the desire of some of 
the population for a religion-free 
education. Thirdly, the question 
of how to increase effective paren
tal involvement in decision
making at the school level. And 
fourth, the problem of 
bureaucratic administration, 
most of which is due to the cons
tant flow of regulations and direc
tives from the Ministry itself. Our 
position is that the White Paper 
mis-identifies these problems and 
therefore that the proposed solu
tions are wholly inappropriate." 

"The problems which do exist 
can be resolved within the 
framework of the present struc
tures. Every other society in 
North America is experiencing 
these and other problems, but 
none has seen fit to dismantle and 
re-establish its educational 
structures." 

"We reject the contention stated 
publicly by the Minister that the 
onus or burden of proof rests with 
those who oppose the plan. That is 
methodologically unsound. The 
burden of proof that the plan is 
desirable, necessary and feasible 
rests with its proponents." 

"The Lakeshore School Board 
opposes the White Paper especial
ly because it violates certain prin- ' 
ciples about which we feel very 

--------- --= = = = 
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deeply. It denies the principle of 
universal suffrage for locally ac
countable School Boards. It re
jects the notion that Boards 
should have real responsibility 
for schools in their territory. The 
White Paper denies the rights of 
Roman Catholics and Protestants 
to maintain Boards and ad
minister schools in their com
munities - a right which is utter
ly fundamental and which we 
believe is not only a traditional 

right but also a legal and constitu
tional right." 

In concluding, Dr. Hartt em
phasized that "we are sensitive to 
the problems faced by others in 
Quebec. The Minister knows very 
well of the contributions of the 
Lakeshore School Board to the 
Quebec education system. We are 
not isolationalists existing apart 
from the rest of Quebec society. 
On the contrary. However, you 
will agree that we are different. 

Not better. Nor worse. Just dif
ferent. We like the difference. 
And we want to maintain the high 
quality of educational services we 
have been able to offer to our 
students. There is no good reason 
why the entire structural 
framework should be changed in 
order to address some of the pro
blems which you raise in the 
White Paper." 

School Restructurization Conclusions on Bi/140 

This bill proposes with its first 
reading to uproot the existing 
Quebec school system involving: 

1,200,000 students 
65,000 teachers 
29,000 auxiliary 

personnel 
800,000 parents 

249 school boards 
3,500 schools 
3,000 or less school 

commissioners 
Pupils and teachers will be 

transferred, many en masse; 
unions will change, hundreds of 
committees will be dissolved, all 
property will change hands, 
jurisdictions will change, commis
sioners will be terminated, school 
programs and school orientations 
will change. Taxation will 
change. 

The schools will be regrouped 
into 147 language school boards or 
communes - French or English. If 
all schools remain open, then we 
could expect: 
3,500 new school commissioners (1 

per school) 
14,000 or less new school commit

tees to be formed, with their 
new internal rules to develop 

276,000 or less new members to 
these new committees. New 
assignments, new contracts, 
new union groupings. Hun
dreds of new bus routings. 
New stat10nary, new signs, 
new everything, new computer 
listings. 

What's the purpose? 
In , thfs trf~ep do!JS p}ann~d 

upheaval, ongmally outhned m 

the 1982 White Paper and away, nor to the next communes 
presented slightly modified in the who would expect to receive 
1st reading of Bill 40, there isn't a them. 
single cost projection. The Bill takes over virtually all 

There is nothing presented to the taxing powers, the control of 
the public or to parliament to teachers, of their wages and the 
back-up the need or justification setting of school curriculum. 
financially for this mammoth While the Quebec government has 
change. been doing this for some years, 

In fact, it is admitted in some they do not have these constitu
quarters the operating costs may tional rights, the rights over these 
actually be higher. Bill 40 does jurisdictions were constitutional
state there will be implementa- ly given to the present school 
tion costs, most of which will be boards. Quebec cannot legally 
paid by the existing school take away rights given_jp. a 
boards. How much money and Federal Charter (The BNA Act of 
where it comes from is not said. 1867) at the time of Confedera
The 147 implementation commit- tion. 
tees appointed by the government The Bill cannot legally com-
are to be paid. press the jurisdictional boun-

In the future re-organization, no daries of the confessional school 
projections of staff requirements boards, nor deconfessionalize the 
have been submitted. We do know nature of the existing school 
that the Ministry of Education boards. These are also part of 
itself is heavily overstaffed (500% their constitutional rights. 
compared to Ontario) so maybe Bill 40 bas a few improvements 
these excess people will be used to over the White Paper of last year 
staff regional educational offices essentially due to the large public 
to direct the local school com- outcry. The few changes are more 
munes (or boards). cosmetic than real and the thrust 

The entire scheme is being ram- of the school reorganization re
med down the public's throat mains the same. 
without the normal business There are new recruits joining 
studies expected in the commer- the school board defence side and 
cial world. as hope springs eternal, some may 

Bill 40 is unconstitutional as it ask if we couldn't develop a 
usurps constitutional rights that counter plan to persuade the 
belong to the present school Ministry to consider. 
boards and not to· the transient Why help the fox develop a bet-
government of the day. ter plan to break into your 

The Bill reallocated all school chicken house or a more saleable 
propert ies and these do not death trap for your school 
belong•to•the•governmeNt- to give- -. -s-y&tems2, •••••• d ••••• , • ••• ~ •• ~ u ) 
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Give us ·all a chance to reply. • • 
The following text is the text of a 
telegram sent to Premier Rene 
Levesque, with a copy to Dr. 
Camille Laurin, on July 5, 1983 

The Board of Directors of 
Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations, a parent bas
ed organization, strongly protests 
the government's plan to hold 
Parliamentary Hearings on J3ill 
40 in September 1983, after tabl
ing this Bill in the National 
Assembly in June 1983. We insist 
that any major legislation on 
education be dealt with as com
pletely as possible by all parents. 
It is extremely difficult, if not im
possible, to reach parents for con
sultation on important educa
tional issues during the summer 
months. In addition, time must be 
-allowed for translation of briefs. 

We strongly urge that you delay 
Parliamentary Hearings on Bill 
40 until full public participation 
can be assured. 

Dear Minister, 

Marion Daigle 
President 

Please find attached a copy of a 
resolution adopted unanimously 
on July 19, 1983, by the Council of 
Commissioners of the Lakeshore 
School Board, with the complete 
support of our community's 
Parents' Committee 
representatives. 

I cannot emphasize too strongly 
the dismay felt in all segments of 
our School Board at you'I' decision 
to commence Parliamentary hear
ings on Law 40 immediately 
following the resumption of 
classes in September. Such a step 
precludes the possibility of 
thorough and painstaking 
analysis demanded by the 
breadth and complexity of your 
legislation. Our children's 
welfare demands no less. 

It is of the utmost importance 
that the Hearings slated to com
mence on September 27, 1983, be 
postponed in order to allow a 
more suitable time for study of 
the law and the preparation and 
consultation required to prepare 
briefs to the Parliamentary 
Commission. 

Yours truly, 
Joel Hartt, Ph.D 

Chairman 
Council of Commissioners 

Lakeshore School Board 

The following is an extract from 
the Minutes of an Adjourned 
Regular Meeting of the Council of 
Commissioners of the Lakeshore 
School Board, held in 
Beaconsfield, Quebec, on July 19, 
1983. 

WHEREAS Minister of Education 
Camille Laurin, m.d., on June 
20, 1983, introduced into the 
Quebec National Assembly 
Law 40, an act which will 
significantly alter the. pro
vince's public elementary and 
secondary education system; 
and 

WHEREAS on June 21, 1983, 
Deputy Minister of Education 
Jacques Girard, notified the 
Lakeshore School Board that, 
commencing on September 27, 
1983, a Parliamentary Com
mission will hold public hear
ings to receive briefs regarding 
Law 40, such briefs to be sub
mitted no later than 
September 16, 1983; and 

WHEREAS the Lakeshore School 
Board considers that com
munity consultation on its 
brief to the Parliamentary 
Commission is an essential ele
ment in the brief's creation; 
and 

WHEREAS the period between 
mid-June and early September 
is so highly inappropriate for 
the full participation of paren
tal and educational bodies in 
the preparation of such briefs, 
and public consultation on 
their contents prior to submis
sion, that it calls into doubt 
the Minister's motives: 

WHEREFORE IT WAS MOVED 
BY Commissioner G. Hone 
and UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED: 

THAT the Council of Commis
sioners of the Lakeshore 
School Board calls upon the 
Minister to recognize the need 
for full public participation in 
educational change by delay
ing until January 1984 the com
mencement of parliamentary 
hearings on Law 40. 

CERTIFIED A TRUE AND EX
ACT COPY 
this 25th day of July 1983 
William I. Stockwell 
Acting Secretary General 

No time for sitting down! 
Dear Dodie, 

Your readers will be delighted 
to know that Don Smith, who 
looks after "Safety Scene" in the 
NEWS, was recently named 
outstanding West Island police of
ficer of the year. I enclose the 
report on Don's achievement 
written up by Jackie Dodd of the 
West Island "News and 
Chronicle". (Seep. 13). 

Along with an award plaque, 
Don received a reclining chair. 

While I doubt that he will have 
much time to recline, perhaps his 
wife, Barb, to whom Don paid 
tribute for her constant support 
from the home front, will be able 
to·put her feet up in it1 

I think that Edgewater Home 
and School, the NEWS, and the 
West Island are lucky to have the 
Smiths as part of their family. 
Don't you? 

Sincerely, 
Virginia Bell 

S1+pport your Cfzi[c[ren, 
and those who 
support them. . . 

A FRIEND 

Home and School News 

The lazy hazy days of summer '83 are 
almost over. I hope that all of you have en
joyed some holiday time away from the 
pressures of work or from other stressful 
situations. For me, a relaxing and restful 
month on the east coast of Canada was the 
sure cure needed to prepare for another 
busy and, no doubt, eventful year ahead. 

Once again local Home & School Associa
tions across the province are gearing up 
for another active year of volunteer work 
in the field of education. Along with the 
host of activities planned for the local 
school, many members will be volunteer
ing their time, energy and expertise deal
ing with issues in education at various 
other levels. Active participation by 
parents in the life of the school is a vital 
part of the system of quality education in 
Quebec. 

On June 20, 1983, Dr. C. Laurin, 
Minister of Education, introduced Bill 40, 
an Act respecting Public and Secondary 
Education, into the National Assembly for 
first reading. The proposed legislation 
represents the efforts of the government 
of Quebec to 'nationalize' education in this 
province. While the legislation proposes 
changes different from those outlined in 
"The Quebec School - A Responsible 
Force in the Community", introduced in 
June of 1982, the essential fact of cen
tralized control of education by the 
government of Quebec remains the same. 
Parliamentary hearings on the proposed 
legislation are due to begin in mid-
October. · 

As we did in July of 1982, the QFHSA 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

MARION DAIGLE 
President 

Task Force on School Reorganization met 
in early July of this year to outline plans for 
our response to Bill 40. Our first action 
was a telegram to Premier Rene Levesque 
pointing out the impossibility of reaching 
parents for consultation on important 
educational issues during the summer 
months. We strongly urged that 
Parliamentary hearings on Bill 40 be 
delayed until full public participation could 
be • assured. Our next action is the 
preparation of a brief for submission to the 
Parliamentary Committee. 

Copies of this important Bill have been 
sent to all Presidents of Home & Schools 
Associations. Additional copies are 
available through your local school board, 
school committee and principal. Please 
take the time to be informed on this issue. 
Everyone interested in the future of 
education in this province should make an 
effort to be informed and be prepared to 
take action. Support the members of the 
task force on school reorganization in your 
school who will be responsible for com
municating the concerns of the public to 
the Minister of Education and the govern
ment of Quebec. 

We at Quebec Federation of Home & 
School Associations invite your support in 
the months ahead. We welcome your par
ticipation both locally and provincially, not 
only on the issue of Bill 40, but in all mat
ters related to furthering the cause of 
quality education for the young people of 
Quebec. 

My personal best wishes for a happy and 
productive year ahead. 

Famous paintings on school walls? 

3 

by Diane Radu 

In a recent survey, 60% of Nova 
Scotia's high schools said they 
had no reproductions of world
famous paintings on their walls. 
The remaining schools had a 
curious mixture of life insurance 
posters and engravings of U.S. 
presidents, while only three had 
Group of Seven prints. 

people at certain times. Such ex
periences are not the prerogative 
of grown-ups. William Butler 
Yeats writes in an essay of 
recovering one such experience 
from his boyhood. 

provincial or federal, or perhaps 
an education association might 
take on the task. Paintings to 
hang on school walls could 
become a normal item on the 
school supplies list. 

Providing such reproductions is 
cheap· - an estimated cost of 10¢ 
per child a year. Our school 
buildings are the most practical 
and weather tight in the world, 
we have a library of great effi
ciency and we are blessed with an 
abundance of printed and audio
visual material; it should be sim
ple enough to add the paintings 
we forgot and make many school 
hallways, classrooms and 
cafeterias cheerful and thought
provoking. 

Masterpieces reflect the social 
and historical forces of the age in 
which they were conceived. 
Siegfield Gieidion's book 
Mechanization takes command, is 
a fascinating treatment on the 
way in which paintings have 
reflected the developments of the 
last two centuries. Here we find 
the works of Paul Klee connected 
with Charles Bedaux's time and 
motion studies in factories. 

A second reason for exposing 
the young to fine art prints are the 
many testimonies of the effect 
masterpieces, evoke in certain 

There are a number of ways of 
placing reproductions of pain
tings in our schools. There is the 
present method : leave it up to the 
school's principal. This has work
ed very well for a few schools. 
Then there might be a school 
board method with framed 
reproductions for all schools 
within the board to share. There 
might be a governmental method, 

Educationally speaking, only 
recognized masters can be 
guaranteed to have some lasting 
significance to some of those \l,'ho 
encounter them. The reproduc
tions should be good quality and, 
perhaps most important of all, 
non-glare glass should be used. It 
is no good hanging fine pictures 
before our students if we make it 
difficult to see the paintings. 

Celebrate children's books 
with a lively kit 

The Children's Book Festival is 
an annual celebration of books -
particularly Canadian books -
organized by the Children's Book 
Centre of Toronto. The Festival 
features visits to libraries and 
schools by well-known Canadian 
children's authors and a Festival 
kit chock full of book reviews and 
lively activity ideas. 

This year the Festival runs from 
November 13 to 19, and the author 
who will be coming to Quebec is 
Monica Hughes, who has written 
exciting science fiction aimed at 
older children. Schools have to 
pay $100_ fo~ !~E: ~~t~?r'~ Y!si~, _b.ut 

libraries get a grant to cover the 
cost. 

The Festival kit is a bargain at 
$10.95. This year it contains the 
1983-84 Our Choice catalogue of 
new books, a lively up-beat full
color poster, a new activity 
booklet entitled "Reading in the 
Fast Lane" and a set of 45 
bookmarks. An asset for any 
school library or classroom, it can 
be ordered from: The Children's 
Book Centre, 229 College St., 5th 
floor, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4. 

Postage is paid if the order con
tains payment. 
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From Joan Mansfield, President CHSPTF 

This letter highlights some points from the 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher Federation An
nual Meeting held in Ottawa, June 8th-12th. 

To my mind, there is nothing like the 
voluntary organization, such as H&S/PTA, for 
providing opportunities to enjoy working 
together with compatible people. Way all of 
you this year have fun and fulfillment in 
tasks however lowly or however 
intimidating: · 

Quality schooling 

The quality of education remains the top 
priority of the Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation, according 
to a goal-setting workshop held as part of the 
Annual Meeting at the University of Ottawa 
at the beginning of June. And quality means 
literacy, skills for thinking and com
municating, understanding of modern 
technology and its best use, as well as effec
tive second-language learning, ail these in a 
system manned by competent teachers ap
proaching education as a child-centred 
activity. 

Physical punishment or restraint 
The protection afforded to parents and 

teachers who forcibly restrain or physically 
punish minors by Section 43 of the present 
Criminal Code was the subject of a special 
study for CHSPTF by Dr.Bert Rose of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation. 
CHSPTF called for the repeal of this section 
many years ago since it appears to condone 
corporal punishment. Some authorities 
regard the section as promoting child abuse. 
Teachers' unions, on the other hand, fear 
the consequences for members who, out of 
the child's interest, physically restrain a 
pupil, if the section is repealed. Further 
study is to be given to the teachers' position 
durillgf the coming year. -

Nuclear threat 
Members of Home and School and PTA 

should be vocal in advocating increased ef
fort by international leaders to prevent the 
threat of nuclear war increasing, said 
delegates to the national meeting of Home 
and School and PTA in Canada. 

Child pornography 

The use of children in pornography is in
creasing, was the opinion of CHSPTF 
delegates. legislation is necessary to pre
vent the exploitation of children for this pur
pose. H&S/PTA members should actively 
support those grappling with this question, 
particularly its relationship to censorship. 

Drinking and statistics 

Smoking & drugs 

Following a workship funded by the Health 
Promotion Directorate of federal Health & 
Welfare, the Federation resolved to promote 
various measures designed to reduce the 
likelihood of young people taking up smok
ing. Delegates saw peer-assisted smoking 
preventic;m programs as a useful way to in
crease resistance to tobacco. Vulnerability to 
alcohol and drug abuse also develops at an 
early age; CHSPTF's "let's Talk About 
Drugs" project is useful in alerting parents 
and teachers to reasons and preventative 
measures. 

Rideau Hall reception 

Her Excellency, Mrs. Lily Schreyer, 
Honorary President of CHSPTF, entertained 
delegates to the Annual Meeting at a recep
tion at Government House in Ottawa. 
Besides giving Mrs. Schreyer the benefit of 
extensive experience in catching the mislaid 
hamster belonging to her son Toban, the 
visitors held a sing-song around the Rideau 
Hall Steinway, played by Rennie Gaulton of 
Newfoundland. Delegates also attended 
Question Period in the Canadian Parliament 
and met friends of Home and School at a 
reception hosted by the CHSPTF President, 
Joan Mansfield. In off-duty hours, there was 
no shortage of entertainment in Ottawa, with 
every major hotel hopping with Tory leader
ship convention activity. 

Successful planning by Quebec 

Barbara Milne-Smith of Quebec played the 
major role in making arrangements for the 
1983 Annual Meeting and as usual she and 
her helpers carried out their responsibilities 
with great success. Several Ottawa-area 
Home and Schoolers provided valuable sup
port. Thanks all! 

Parent advisory groups 

CHSPTF adopted a position paper on man
dated or legislated parent consultative com
mittees at the level of the school. Initiatives 
to promote the participation of parents are 
to be welcomed, says CHSPTF, but this 
model appears to maximize the control of 
school authorities, while seeming to offer op
portunities to exert influence. Such commit
tees may receive the support of those in the 
school system because of the reduced poten
tial for vigorous questioning of professional 
decisions. Such groups also displace 
autonomous parent organizations suppor
ting public education and may restrict 
parent influence to purely local concerns. 

Adolescents & alcohol 
In 1978, 588 pedestrians were kill
ed and 3385 injured in the streets 
of Moscow. Half of all the victims 
killed in traffic accidents were 
drunk. 
In parts of Australia, the names of 
drunken drivers are sent to local 
newspapers and printed under.the 
headline, 'Drunk and in Jail'. 
In South Africa, a drunken driver 
is given a IO-year sentence, or a 
fine of IO 000$ - or both. 

Health News Digest 
(in lntracom April '83) 

A national survey of 1544 young 
Canadians between the ages of 12 
and 19 was carried out in May 
1982. Responses to questions on 
alcohol use provided the follow
ing information about patterns of 
use: 
• Almost two-thirds (64%) of 
Canadian teenagers claim to have 
used alcohol at least once in the 
past year; 
• Slightly over one-half (52%) of 
t11e teenagers surveyed had used 
alcohol ip the past month~ 
• One in five (21 %) of the 

respondents had used alcohol in 
the past week; 
• Males were only slightly more 
likely to report drinking in the 
past month (53%) than were 
females (51 %); 
• One in five of 12 to 14-year-olds 
reported alcohol use in the past 
month. Three out of five of 15 to 
17-year-olds, and four out of five 
of 18 to 19-year-olds had used 
alcohol during the same period of 
time; 
• A v~rag~ age on , first , trying 
alcohol was 12-years-old. 

Joan Mansfield, President of the Canadian Home and School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation, and Marion Daigle, President of Quebec Federation of Home & School 
Associations, speak with Mrs. Lily Schreyer, wife of the Governor-General of 
Canada. Mrs. Schreyer is the Honorary President of the Canadian Home & School 
and graciously hosted a reception at Government House for all the delegates from 
across Canada who were attending the Canadian Home & School Annual Meeting, 
held in Ottawa the week of June 6th, 1983. 

Concern for "hopelessness" 
among young adults 

The Superior Council of Educa
tion has become increasingly con
cerned about the unfortunate lot 
of many young Quebec adults, one 
third of whom live on the 
threshold of poverty. The Council 
recently submitted a report on the 
subject entitled "So That Young 
Adults Can Hope" to the Minister 
of Education. The report is based 
on more than one hundred inter
views of disadvantaged young 
people in all regions conducted by 
the adult education commission 
and on several meetings with 
representatives of groups work
ing with young people. It focuses 
primarily on those young people 
who are excluded from both 
school and labour market and 
owe their subsistence, even their 
very survival, on unemployment 
insurance or social insurance. 

The principal results of this 
situation include alcohol and drug 
abuse, delinquency and suicide. It 
is particularly tragic to note the 
clear correlation between the pro
blems encountered by the young 
people and the rapid increase in 

the rate of suicide. Presently 
suicide accounts for 13% of the 
deaths of 15 to 19 year olds and 
19% of the deaths of 20 to 29 year 
olds. 

The Council deals primarily 
with the educational aspects of 
the problem and recommends a 
number of steps to improve the 
skills of young people from 15 to 
24 years of age by encouraging 
their participation in training 
programs. The Council also sug
gest ways of better preparing 
young people for the job market 
and for playing a more active role 
in society. 

Among the measures recom
mended by the Council are im
proved opportunities for training 
program that will facilitate the 
entry of young people into the job 
market, better adapting schools 
to their needs, educational sup
port for the participation of 
young people in community pro
jects and an effort to coordinate 
more effectively the services in
tended for the young. 

MONTREAL WEST HIGH SCHOOL 
REUNION DANCE 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER 

0 # -----=\0=--,,~ik-----

0 ROYAL WEST ACADEMY 

HOME AND SCHOOL DANCE 
GJe 

featuring6 music by 

ltlOUERN AIRT 
at the old 

M.WH.S. 189 EASTON ave. 

$ 12. 00 per person 

TICKETS: ,CALL 48:7-7634 or,· 4S.9~8454 
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STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS 
QFHSA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Saturday, 15 October 1983 
Lindsay Place High School 

111 Broadview Avenue 
Pointe Claire, Quebec 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Increasing government 
control & regulation 

PLENARY SESSION 
an up-date on school reorganization and Quebec's Bill 40. 

WORKSHOPS 
1) Canadian Learning Materials 
Discover what is available in Canadian learning materials for use in our schools. Make our children 
aware of their Canadian heritage. 
2) Communicating 
Learn what communication really is through role-playing techniques. Learn how to promote better 
communication within your group and with your school staff. 
3) Fund raising 
To do all we want for our child's school seems to require more and more money in these days of 
budget cutbacks. Come and share your fund raising ideas and get some hints on planning a fund 
raising event. 
4) Home & School at Work 
Specially for Executive members of local associations. A look at what Home & School is all about. Get 
some tips on conducting a meeting, Robert's Rules of Order, writing a resolution, keeping track of 
finances, plus answers to other questions. 
5) Home & School/School Committee 
Working together - living together - for the best possible school environment for our children. 
6) Leadership Development 
An opportunity to learn skills and abilities in order to work more effectively with others. Learn how to 
set goals and then to accomplish them. 
7) Membership/Membership Development - Off-island 
Some suggestions on improving your membership. Off-island schools have special problems. Extra 
resources are available for them. Come and discuss your needs and let us pool our ideas. 
8) Publicity/Newsletters 
How to publicize your school's activities. What makes a good newsletter and how you can use it to 
promote your school. 
9) Parents and Teachers 
Working together for the best possible school environment for our children. What is expected from a 
parent volunteer. 
10) Pl'Oll"ims. - including how-to skills 
An exchange of ideas for school programs and some suggestions on how to run them successfully. This 
workshop will be divided between high school and elementary. 
11) Safety 
Make your safety committee more effective for the well-being of the children in your school. Learn good 
safety habits. 
12) Smoking and Health 
Learn about Health & Welfare Canada's program, "Toward a Generation of Non-Smokers". A five-year 
government program that you should be aware of and using in your school. 

If the Minister of Education has 
his way, student associations in 
Quebec schools and colleges will 
be subject to government ac
creditation and regulation in the 
very near future. At a recent press 
conference, M. Laurin outlined 
his "projet de loi" on the ac
creditation and financing of stu
dent associations. Among other 
things the proposed legislation 
will determine the conditions for 
accreditation of the associations, 
define the resources which will be 
put at their disposal and establish 
the method of collection of dues 
from their members. 

The law, according to the 
Minister, is designated to pro
mote "the free and necessary ex
pression of the student voice". He 
went on to add that "this law is, 
in a way, the fulfillment of a 
pledge I made to students at the 
time of becoming Minister of 
Education". Student associations 
have demanded for a number of 
years concrete measures to ensure 
their recognition by school ad
ministrations and to provide ac
cess to adequate funding. Even 
though pertinent agreements ex
isted in most ·colleges and univer
sities, the absence of precise rules 
often resulted in conflicts which 
made it very difficult for students 
to use their right of association 
and to partic:ipate in the life· of 
their institution. 

Only one general student 

association, or a single grouping 
of associations for each institu
tion, campus, faculty or school, 
can be accredited. Requests will 
be made to an accreditation of
ficer who will verify the 
statements made in the request 
and, if he deems that the re
quirements are satisfactorily met, 
will grant the accreditation. An 
Accreditation Committee will 
hear appeals of decisions handed 
down by the accreditation officer. 

At the request of the accredited 
association, the college or univer
sity will be required to collect the 
necessary dues at the time of 
registration. These dues can ~mly 
be refunded with the consent of 
the majority of stuqents present 
at a specially called general 
assembly. The institution must 
also provide the association with 
all the resources required for its 
proper functioning (quarters, 
notice boards, lists of students). 

"I hope", M. Laurin concluded, 
"that students will perceive this 
as a means of facilitating the 
democratic expression of their 
needs and hopes." 

JOIN 
Home & School 

with .a friend 

13) The New Curriculum 
Quebec's new regulations regarding curriculum are confusing us all. This workshop ~ill attempt to 
clarify what will be happening in our schools this year. 
DRAWING 
For winning evaluation. Win a book for your school library. 

Come by bus, train or car 
. . . but come! 

DISPLAYS 
An opportunity to view two or three fund-raisingaisplays as well as H&S publications table and a 
display of Canadian learning materials. 

Here's how to get to the 

PLEASE CIRCLE OCTOBER 15TH ON OUR CALENDAR. 
REGISTER EARLY 
Registration forms are available through the President of your local Home & School Associations, or call directly 
to QFHSA office at (514) 481-5619. The registration fee of $3.50 includes lunch. 

LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 

REGIMES PEDAGOGIQUES 

Implementation -

The 1983-84 school year 
represents an important turning 
point in the continuing introduc
tion of the regimes pedagogiques 
in primary and secondary schools. 
It will be the first year for the 
obligatory presentation of twenty 
new programs of study. Among 
them are a program of preschool 
education, family economics for 
students in secondary two and 
economics intended for all 
students in secondary five. In ad
dition several basic subjects in 
primary anp the first cycle of the 
secondary program will now be 
obligatory. 

Full speed ahead 
tain amount of necessary room for 
maneuver in some areas. Thus in 
certain ci'rcumstances the 
Minister could authorize a delay 
of up to a year in the introduction 
of a new program. For example, 
as a result of delays involved in 
the translation of the programs 
into English (an operation more 
complex than orginally foreseen) 
a working group consisting of 
representatives of the Ministry 
and of the anglophone sector are 
presently studying a number of 
adjustments to the implementa
tion timetable. 1 

The development of the new 
'regimes' does not end with the in

During his presentation of the · troduction of the new courses. 
Education Department's budget Since their adoption in February 
estimates, M. Laurin asserted 1981 schoiil boards have been 
that the new regimes provide a 
clearer statement of the basic ob- making many adjustments in 

order to tailor them to the new 
jectives of education. At the same needs. The regimes pedagogiques 
time they permit greater local will be extended in a similar 
scope for enriching these objec- fashion during the coming year. 
ti ve s and ensuring their There will be additional 'infonna
realization. tion supplied to parents and 

In addition, the Minister noted changes already made in secon-
that this built in flexibility pro- dary one will be extended to in-
Tides tae schoolbeiardswiih'a cer, · ' elude seconda.ry two. • • • • 
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EDUCATION BUDGET 

I DECREES - from p. 8 I 
GENERATION OF NON-SMOKERS 

Non-smoking campaign $60 million more for83-84 
boards and schools (e.g. for pro
fessional and pedagogical sup
port services for pupils with 
learning difficulties); 
• that a guarantee for staff, or 
the equivalent in financing, be 
allocated so as to provide 
pedagogical support personnel 
(heads of departments and 
educational consultants); 
• that the ministere de l 'Educa
tion respond rapidly to con
cerns expressed by school 
boards on: financing security of 
employment, methods of absor
bing surplus personnel, reim
bursement of moneyable days 
frozen in 1973, the financing of 
short term loads . .. 

"Our aim is to do everything 
possible to stop children from 
starting smoking, anti-smoking 
consultants of Health and Welfare 
Canada told provincial represen
tatives to the "Generation of Non
Smokers" workshop held in con- , 
junction with the Annual Meeting 
of the Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation at 
the University of Ottawa the 
week of June 6th, 1983. 

Parent-members of the Federa
tion have long supported efforts 
to reduce smoking among school
children, cooperating with the 
University of Waterloo on its two 
surveys on the smoking habits of 

school students in the 1970's. 
As a result of the workshop, 

Canadian Home and School with 
its provincial and local associa
tions in every province of Canada 
will promote a peer-assisted anti
smoking campaign through school 
and community. A project 
directed at pre-schoolers and their 
families using television is also 
being developed by the Health 
Promotion Directorate of H/W 
Canada. The Federation will 
define its needs for promotional 
materials to aid in the campaign 
and work with Health and 
Welfare Canada and other agen
cies to put it into effect. 

The budget administered by the 
Ministry of Education will rise to 
$6,347,935,000 in 1983-84, an in
crease of one percent over the 
preceding year. This fact was 
revealed recently by the Minister 
of Education in his submission to 
the parliamentary committee 
responsible for the education 
estimates. 

A total of $3,443,300,000 will be 
allocated to preschool, primary 
and secondary education. This 
represents almost 64.7% of the 
funds earmarked for teaching at 
all levels. Even so this marks a 
decrease of 1.3% over the 
preceding year. Three factors con-

SO DRINKS., 
11 IE I IA~RI) F~ 

It's a fact that soft drinks are a 
part of the lifestyle of students. 
They should know what's in 
them. And so should you. 

To give you and students 
the opportunity to learn the 
hard facts about soft drinks, the 
Canadian Soft Drink Associa
tion has put together a booklet 
called, "The Facts About 
Soft Drinks:' 

We're not suggesting that 
soft drinks are a substitute for 
proper nutrition. However, 
when they're taken in moder
ation with a balanced diet, 
they're a refreshing taste treat. 

The booklet can tell you all 
about soft drinks: what they're 
made of, how they're produced, 
their history, diet implications 
and other important facts. 

The booklet is free for the 
asking. 

If you'd like to receive it 
or arrange for students to have 
individual copies, or if you'd 
like to know more about the soft 
drink industry, just drop us 
a line. 

We'd like to give you the 
hard facts about soft drinks. 

Canadian Soft Drink Association, 
5th Floor, 
443 University 
Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario MSG 1T8. 
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tribute to this decline: a 1.4% 
reduction in the number of 
students, a tightening of the rules 
regarding financial aspects of job 
security which encourages resorp
tion, relocalization and full 
utilization of personnel placed on 
availability, and modifications to 
the rules of financing "short term 
interests". 

The junior college network, 
where student numbers have been 
relatively sta_ble, will receive $667 
million during the coming year. 
Almost $865 million will be pro
vided to universities; an increase 
of only 0.45%. In addition, in 
order to encourage technological 
development, the government 
plans to provide $6 million for 
training in high technology areas. 

Funding for adult education 
will reach $151.4 million this 
year. The number of programs 
supported will remain about the 
same thanks to a better utiliza
tion of personnel on availability 
and adjustments to the federal 
manpower training programs. 

Grants to private schools will 
decline by about 0.2% for a total 
of $216.5 million. 

Financial aid for students will 
increase to almost $176 milion, a 
r.ise of about 4.8%. This increase 
results from indexation of 
scholarships as well as a rise in 
the number of recipients. 

A program to introduce micro 
computers in the schools of 
Quebec will involve an expen
diture of $15 million in 1983-84. 

According to the Minister, $116 
million has been designated for 
the administration of the M.E.Q., 
a decrease of 1.2% from the 
previous year. 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Number declines 
As of April 1st, 1983, the 

Ministry of Education had 2,119 
full time employees. This 
represents a 4.2% reduction from 
the 2,218 people on staff in April 
1982. Similar reductions were also 
evident in the number of part
time employees which declined 
from 301 to 261 during the same 
period. · 

Furthermore, the Ministry of 
Education plans to continue the 
review of its role and of its ability 
to decentralize certain of its 
powers. As a result there will be 
further decreases in the size of the 
Ministry in the coming years. 

Education in Canada 
Spending on education was $7.7 

billion in 1970-71, $20.2 billion in 
1979-80 and is expected to increase 
to around $32 billion by 1983-84. 

UNIVERSITIES 

Quebec leads 
in attendance 
· Quebec now leads the other pro
vinces in the proportion of 
students entering universities. 
This encouraging state of affairs 
was revealed by the Quebec 
Minister of Education during his 
recent defense of his department's 
budget estimates. The 1981 Cana
dian census indicated that 
although Quebec accounted for 
26.3% of the total population, it 
had 27 .9% of the first year univer
sity students and 35% of second 
and third year students. "These 
results are remarkable," decla1ed 
.M .. .:L1autin~.· \·,J .~ .... ' , .. ,~ ,,· r ! _:·:.: .SOFT DRINKS. ONE OF LIFE'S LI'ITLE PLEASURES. 
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Planning on letting 
your child babysit? 

By Don Smith 
Safety Editor 
The NEWS 

One question I have often been 
asked, "How old does one have to 
be before he/she can babysit?" 
The answer, "There is no age 
stated in any of the many laws in 
effect in Canada." HOWEVER 
there are many factors, that could 
have serious legal consequences, 
surrounding the hiring of a 
babysitter, the duties of the 
parent(s) who are hi.ring the 
babysitter, and the respon
sibilities of the parents of the 
babysitter. Because of the many 
times I have been asked the ques
tion, I asked our legal department 
(M.U.C.) to give me a legal opi
nion on babysitting. Read on. 

Let's start with the parents of 
the babysitter. Their first respon
sibility is to allow their child to 
babysit ONLY if they feel their 
child can handle the respon
sibilities of the babysitting task 
at hand. They must also be 
available should their 
babysitting-child require 
assistance in an emergency. 
Failure to comply with these two 
points could leave them open to 
liability should something hap
pen to the children their child is 
babysitting, or to the home, its 
furnishings, or any damage caus
ed by the children their child is 
babysitting. 

The babysitter's greatest 
responsibility is making sure that 
he/she does the job hired to do 
and complies with the instruc
tions left by the parents he/she is 
babysitting for. The babysitter is 
also open to liability should 
he/she shirk his/her 
responsibility. 

Possibly the greatest respon-

sibility lies with the parents who 
hire the babysitter. (A Pier
refonds woman recently advertis
ed in the newspaper for a babysit
ter. Easily found and readily 
hired without ado, the mother 
was shocked to come home on the 
second day and finding over 300$ 
in clothing and the babysitter 
GONE! Thank heavens that was 
the extent of the damage, the 
children were at the neighbours. 
The woman did not even have the 
babysitter's address!) First step is 
references. After the sitter is 
hired, even if only for an evening 
out, the parent(s) should spell out 
what is expected from the sitter. 
The children's illnesses, fears, 
allergies, etc. must be noted. Bed 
times, snacks, etc. are also impor
tant, as are the children's 
securities (blankets, teddy bears, 
etc.). A list of telephone numbers 
should include where you may be 
reached, police, fire department, 
children's doctor, ambulance, 
adult-neighbour in case of 
emergency (especially in the case 
of a longer absence). Here again, 
failure to comply may leave the 
parent(s) "holding the bag" 
and/or liable. 

Remember, children may be 
small, but their responsibility is 
big! 

A thought to keep in mind: 
many schools and CLSC's (Local 
Community Service Centres) of
fer thorough babysitting courses 
to anyone interested in preparing 
themselves for the respon
sibilities that babysitting entails. 
They should be able to refer 
trustworthy sitters to anyone 
looking for a sitter. 
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TV training works well 
y ~ 

14-year old Diane morin practises with a doll the proper method of holding a small baby. She is following the steps being 
shown on video-cassette by nurse Carmen Millar from The Department of Community Health (through the Montreal 
General Hospital). This is from one of the 13 sessions of a baby-sitting course being offered on video-cassette by The 
Quebec Safety League. For information (514) 482-9110. 

New From The 
Quebec Safety League 
A Course on Baby-Sitting 

The Quebec Safety League, 
with funding from Health & 
Welfare Canada, has produced a -
television series on baby-sitting 
which consists of thirteen one 
half-hour shows. This series is be
ing organized with the Communi
ty Health Department of the Mon
treal General Hospital. 

Teenagers are the primary au
dience; ,however, the series is of 
equal interest to new parents in 
the process of raising a family. 
Topics range from the respon
sibilities of the baby-sitter to the 

developmental stages of children, 
to name but a few. The informa
tion, supplied by a variety of pro
fessionals, is complete, up-to-date 
and interesting. 

Canadians & community cable 
networks across the country may 
have access to this series thorugh 
their provincial safety organiza
tion. In Quebec, the series will be 
aired on Cable TV commencing 
the week of September 26th and 
continuing for a thirteen week 
period. 

The schedule is as follows: 
Cable TV Channel 9: 
Monday: 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 11:00 p.m. 

Cable TV Channel 27: 
Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 12:00 p.m. (noon) 
Sunday: 7:30 p.m. 

Fram;ais 
Lundi: 20:00 heures 
Mardi: 12:00 heures 
Samedi: 16:30 heures 

Educational institutions, com
munity clinics and organizations 
interested in purchasing this 
series may contact Bella Lafon
taine of the Quebec Safety League 
at (514) 482-9110. Available video 
formats include U-MATIC ¾", 
VHS 1h'' and BETAMAX 112". 

Annual Board dinner honors retirees SOCIAL SERVICE 
CENTRES The PSBGM honored its retir

ing teachers, administrators and 
support staff with a special din
ner at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel on 
June 7. The dinner gave the Board 
an opportunity to say thanks for 
the many years of devoted 
service. 

But for teachers like Margaret 
Sevigny, 1981 Gordon Paterson 
Award winner, and Margaret 
Knee, the chan~e to play a part in 
the lives of hundreds of 
youngsters over the years has 
always been reward enough. 

"When I get the children around 
me, they're like my family in a 
way," says Knee, who teaches a 
preparatory Grade 1 class at 
Hampstead School. "The kids 
keep you on your toes. I feel that 
by teaching at this level, you 
never grow old." 

Both Knee and Sevigny are 
honored in small ways every day 
by the steady progress of their 
young children. "Working with 
children - I've always considered 
that quite a privilege and I value 
it tremendously," says Sevigny, a 

kindergarten teacher at Carlyle 
School. "It isn't everybody that 
can say they've loved their work. 
And isn't it great to think that 
maybe ... just maybe I've had a 
little influence on the children's 
lives?" 

Over the years, (" ... I'm proud 
of the number, but I don't want to 
see it in print," Knee laughs), 
both teachers have seen tremen
dous changes in the school 
system. As the world around us 
has evolved, so has the classroom. 
Ties and tunics have given way to 
everyday dress, uncompromising 
discipline has become a relic of 
the past and new technology 
looms larger than ever in the 
school of the '80s. 

"The kids don't just sit and lap 
things up anymore," Miss Knee 
notes. "Before, it was too 
regimented. Now, the kids can 
move, express themselves. They 
have more fun now." 

Both Knee and Sevigny 
underline the importance of 
parent participation in the educa
tion of their children - a role that 

KIDS: How to raise parents! 
1. D0- not be afraid to speak their language. Try to use 

strange-sounding phrases like "Yes" or, "I'll help you with 
the dishes." 

2. Try to understand their music. Play Andy Williams' "Moon 
River" on the stereo until you are accustomed to the 
sound. 

3. Be patient with the under-achiever. When you catch your 
dieting mother sneaking salted peanuts, do not show your 
disapproval. Tell her you LIKE fat mothers! 

4. Encourage your parents to talk about their problems. Try 
to keep in mind that to them, earning a living and paying 
off the mortgage seem important. 

5. Be tolerant of their appearance. When your Dad gets a 
haircut, don't feel personally humiliated. Remember, it's 
important to him to look like his peers. 
These pointers were stolen by the Calgary Foster Parents 

Newsletter from the Winnipeg Big Brothers newsletter, which 
stole it from the Regina Newsletter. 

Thanks to all -of Hrem! ' • ~ ' t ' • I 

' ' ' . . . . . . - . . . ~ -

is often jeopardized by the in
creasing demands of the 
workplace. 

"I think it's so important for lit
tle children to receive positive en
couragement from their parents 
as well as from their teacher," 
Sevigny says. "Parents should 
also stimulate their children's im
agination - listen to them." 

It's a sound formula that has 
reaped rewards for both teachers 
and their many students. "I sup
pose what's really special is that 
feeling of accomplishment when 

the kids who hardly knew their 
own names in September, come to 
you at the end of the year and sud
denly, they can read a whole page. 
You know then that they're on 
their way," Knee says. 

"I've really enjoyed it. When 
September came around, I was 
always ready to come back." , 

Like all of the PSBG M staff 
member honored on June 7, Miss 
Knee and Mrs. Sevigny will be 
sorely missed by the Board and 
many students come September 
1983. 

DON'T FORGET 

QUEBEC SOCIETY 

FOR DISABLED CHILDREN 

TAG DAY 
Saturday, 

Septe~ber 24, 1983 
Please give to this worthy cause when you are 
asked on Saturday, September 24th, 1983. If 
your school is interested in being a part of the 
Tag Day Campaign, contact Freda Edelson at 
(514) 937-6171. 

THE SOCIAL SERVICE CENTRES 
OF QUEBEC 

Province-wide 
information 
campaign 

1983 marks the 10th anniversary 
of the creation of the Social Ser
vice Centres as part of the Quebec 
network of Social Affairs. This 
seems an opportune time to 
publicize the role of the social ser
vice centres in the network and 
the clients that are served. 

With this in mind, a province
wide information campaign is be
ing conducted and a brochure en
titled "Together. . . there is a 
way" is available from the Ville 
Marie Social Service Centre (call 
989-1885). For French copies of the 

• , , , , , , , , ' , · brorhq.re contact ,s:.s.s. du Mon-
------------------·-·- ·--•-•_....,_...., ___ ,_,~ • treal Mettopolitairr (-527-7261). 
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The decrees in education: 

Superior Council's views 
as it agreed to do, different 
organizational models so that 
appropriate choices of organiza
tion be made; 
• that school boards and secon
dary schools make every effort 
necessary, as required by the 
educational regulations 
(regimes pedagogiques), to 
prepare non-traditional plans 
for the subject-grid and the 
pupil timetable, in order to 
avoid the diversity and 
multiplicity of pupil-groups to 
be met by each teacher. 

tion pursuant, to dialogue with 
all organizations concerned, 
clearly indicated the pace of im
plementation that will 
henceforth make possible the 
realization of the objectives and 
policies retained, as well as in
dicate the measures that will be 
granted in order to re()lize these 
objectives and policies; 

Fostering the best attitudinal 
climate possible in the schools 
and ensuring favourable condi
tions to attain quality education 
are basic principles of recognized 
school systems. Such is the main 
premise underlying the decision 
of the Superior Council of Educa
tion to advise the Ministre de 
!'Education in a study entitled: 
For an agreement between the 
partners responsible for primary 
and secondary education and for 
an improvement of budget 
relations. 

Newly defined working condi
tions for teachers and increased 
numbers of teachers on availabili
ty can contribute heavily to a 
climate of insecurity. The rapid 
implementation of such modifica
tions can have an additional 
negative effect. Furthermore, 
these major modifications are 
brought about at the very mo
ment when schools are expected 
to proceed with one of the most 
important phases of the regimes 
pedagogiques - the massive im
plementation of new programmes 
for all subjects and all levels of 
both elementary and secondary 
schools. 

According to the Superior Coun
cil it is unthinkable to implement 
in a short period of time new 
models of school organization. At 
the very least, the school system 
must be in a position to count on 
the full support of teachers, when 
embarking on such a major pro
ject as the implementation of new 
programs. 

The Council strongly suggests 
that both parties involved in the 
recent contract disputes continue 
to seek areas for agreement. The 
challenge, it must be emphasized, 
is to have teachers provide 
greater pedagogical productivity 
while at the same time count on 
their support and participation in 

pedagogical renewal as referred 
to above. 

The Council maintains that it is 
still possible for both parties to 
agree on certain compromises 
that will not entail overly large 
amounts of new funds from the 
Government . The main purpose of 
these compromises, it goes 
without saying, is to ensure quali
ty education services for pupils. 

In the advice provided to the 
Ministre de I 'Education, the 
Council: 

• reviews possible approaches 
in order to resolve the difficulties 
that result from the recent 
conflict; 

• suggest reconciliation be
tween determined pedagogical 
directions and economic 
imperatives; 

• suggests modifications to the 
budget rules so as to ensure 
necessary services in order to at
tain the objectives of the 
pedagogical renewal currently 
underway. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Because of the many changes 

which require an indispensible 
teacher commitment, the Coun
cil hopes: 
• that the establishment of 
working conditions for teachers 
y,ill be the result of the process 
of negotiation, a condition 
necessary for a sound educa
tional climate in the school. 

In order to help resolve the 
present conflict the Council 
recommends that the govern
ment modify its offers so that 
they be applicable within the 
spirit of the proposals made on 
February 10th and in the 
Desilet Report and: 
• that teacher workload at the 
primary level be implemented 
gradually up to the maximum 
of the global workload and up 

DIFFICULTIES AND HOPES 

School 11 Advice'' 
The Quebec secondary school 

has been, for some years, a target 
for critics from many sources. The 
media has not failed to bring to 
light certain difficulties that this 
educational sector must face. Ac
cording to the Superior Council of 
Education, it is time to observe 
what is taking place in order to 
find solutions. 

To the Council, the secondary 
school is a center for learning and 
a place for intense participation 
where each individual may 
develop to his full capacity. 

In a recent "advice" to the 
Ministry of Education the Council 
has the originality of looking at 
the secondary school from the ac
tual experience of pupils and by 
emphasizing throughout the docu
ment that the school has an educa
tional mission, that is: the school 
is a learning center for all and the 
school has the role of developing 
the total person. 

The analysis of the actual school 
experience of pupils brings out a 
number of difficulties that are a 
hindrance to the process of pupil 
development. 

Some of these difficulties have 
major consequences. 

• The "drop-out" phenomenon 
is in all probability the most ob
vious sign of the dysfunction of 
the secondary school. Further
more, it constitutes a stumbling 
block to the principle of a school 
for all. 

• The detachment of pupils 
vis-a-vis a secondary school that 
does not answer pupil needs is 
also an important obstruction 
which has as a result a high per
cent of absenteeism, a prolifera-

tion of special education 
categories, vandalism, violence 
and failure. 

• The lack of pupil involvement 
in the decisions regarding student 
life such as the choice of their 
courses, their regulations or their 
teachers is equally a cause for pro
found uneasiness. This involve
ment, important for pupils at this 
level, has but a small echo in the 
school if one considers, as an ex
ample, the little importance at
tached to pupil associations in 
high schools. 

• The mediocre quality of 
human relationships: Young peo
ple hold high expectations of their 
teachers in this matter. This need 
to have enriching contacts is often 
a source of disappointment for 
nothing is done to encourage a 
response. 

• Often there is no space for 
meetings in many schools, no in
stitutionalization of meetings, 
rooms are locked, neither tutors 
nor homeroom teachers are 
available . .. 

Faced with these difficulties the 
Council calls upon the educa
tional community to make the 
changes that are called for. 
The advice therefore has the pur
pose of assisting the school to 
assume the requirements of its 
mission by urging it to examine 
its strengths and weaknesses. 
This advice further calls for a 
renewal by reaffirming that the 
school must have the orientation 
and the means to take charge of 
itself. A call is also put forth, in 
favour of the school, for the sup
port of all who have the means to 
help it attain its objective.-

to the average teaching time 
proposed in the Desilet Report, 
it being understood that the 
time reserved for teaching 
pupils will be increased to 25 
hours. , 
• that for the secondary level, 
as well as foreseeing a global 
workload and an average 
teaching time the parties agree 
to a maximum.teaching time for 
each of the three years of the 
collective agreement. Global 
workload and maximum 
teaching time could be 
equivalent when teachers ac
cept to devote their entire 
workload to teaching activities. 

With regards to the Education 
regulations (Regimes pedagogi
ques) for Secondary Schools, 
the Council recommends: 
• that the model of teacher 
"polyvalence", desired by the 
Government as a model for 
school organization, be given 
priority without being impos
ed, and that it be given varied 
interpretations according to 
cycle; 
• that the ministere de l'Educa
tion make known to the educa
tional community and schools, 

On the issue regarding securi
ty of employment the Council 
recommends: 
• that the mechanism of apply
ing the criteria of seniority ac
cording to teaching field be 
defined so that it take into ac
cour.t "polyvalence" which will 
be expected of some teachers; 
• that credits obtained as a 
result of retraining program
mes allow teachers greater 
mobility so as to be qualified to 
accept other positions both 
within and outside the educa
tional system. 

In order to effectively apply 
Educational Regulations 
(Regimes pedagogiques) for 
Primary and Secondary 
Schools, the Council 
recommends: 
• that the ministere de l'Educa-

• that the budget regulations 
provide for the allocation of 
human and financial resources 
necessary to attain the objec
tives of the educational regula
tions retained; 
• in order to accomplish the 
above, that a margin to 
manoeuvre be left up to school 
boards so that they may have 
more autonomy over their ad
ministration of school orgnaiza
tion and satisfy the needs that 
are chaTacteristic of indi11idual 
communities; 
• that beginning with 1984-85, 
the basic figures foT 1982-83 be 
used to detennine the financial 
parameters of school boards; 
that they be revised on a 
regular basis; 
• that the budget stn&eture con
tain guarantees oveT set1erol 
years, in order to ensure in
dispensible continuity with the 
planning required by school 

(see DECREES p. 6) 

These are the Council's 20 Recommendations 
1. That the statutes on educa
tion clarify the right of every 
individual to benefit from a 
minimum education 
equivalent to the completion 
of the secd'ndary school course. 
Z. That pupils, as well as being 
informed on the learning ob
jectives that are presented to 
them during the year, be in
vited, at the beginning of each 
school year, to participate in 
detennining educational ob
jectives that they will follow; 
that the implementation of 
such action in the schools be 
backed by the Student Coun
cil, the school committee, 
teachers and decisional 
authorities. 
3. That the school boards sup
port an increased use of new 
technological aids in teaching 
and school activities. 
4. That teachers on availabili
ty may be assigned, contrary 
to present practice, to groups 
of pupils that require educa
tional remediation and to 
tutorial responsibilities 
within as well as outside the 
regular pupil timetable. 
5. That school boards provide 
teachers with conditions (time, 
release from teaching tasks) 
and means (room facilities, 
materials, technical support) 
nece11ary for the creation and 
the distribution of original 
educational materials adapted 
to the needs of the pupils. 
6. That schools experiment 
with a variety of situations (in 
the classroom and outside the 
classroom) antt methods 
(integration of subjects, in
dividualized learning 
modules) of learning to allow 
each pupil to attain a satisfac
tory level of achievement, ac
cording to his own pace and 
capacity for learning. 
7. That school boards ensure 
the engagement or 
maintenance of services of a 
sufficient number of compe
tent persons in educational in
formation and professional 
guidance of youth; that educa
tional information dispensed 
by schools be accessible and 
adapted to the needs of all 
pupils so as not only to guide 
them with their educational 
growth, but also to guide them 
with the choice they must 
make regarding their profes
sional future . 

8. That the Ministlre and 
school boards perfect 
mechanisms that would allow 
the pupil who left school and 
who needs only a few credits to 
complete his high school leav
ing certificate to be able to ob
tain them in establishments 
designated for this purpose. 
9. That the ministlre de 
l'Education facilitate for any 
person, who so desires, acceu 
to institutions or acceu to 
modalities for equiHlent for
mation that lead to the obtain
ment of a high school lea1'ing 
certificate. 
10. That schools recognize the 
importance of a students' 
council and that they facilitate 
its organization; that such a 
council be elected by all pupils 
and that it be granted the legal 
powers to represent them and 
to take part in the application 
of the rights, freedoms and 
responsibilities inherent in 
their status as pupils. 
11. That schools encourage the 
participation of a large 
number of pupils in informa
tion and discussion activities 
by facilitating the organiza
tion and the establishment of 
activities such as a student 
newspaper, student radio, 
public forums, and other occa
sions for meetings and in
volvement that answer the ez
pectations and needs of pupils 
and satisfy the particular 
character of the school. 
lZ. That the Ministlre and 
school boards ensure the pro
duction and distribution of 
documents such as YOUNG, 
EQUAL IN RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBLE, interpreta
tion guide for the Charter on 
Human Rights and Libertie., 
whicli can foster a betteT 
understanding of rights and 
responsibilities of pupils; that 
schools ensure pupil participa
tion in the study of these 
documents and that they en
courage pupils to produce 
original aids so as to allow 
them to better define, know, 
apply and evaluate their rights 
and responsibilities. 
13. That the Ministere 
establish mechanisms to 
recognize, within the rules for 
the certification of studies, 
credits that attest to the suc
cess of learning completed by 
pupils who participated ih 

school actitrities (within · the 
structure of complementarr, 
service• offered in the school) 
that ha11e predetermined ob
jem11ea and that ha11e been 
allocated the necessary 
resoun:es. 
H. That the school fa1JOU.r a 
climate of communication ~ 
centing, in particular, the 
regrouping of pupils by cyclu. 
the equipping of facilitie• 
suitable for individt111l and 
gToup meeting• between 
pupils and teachers and non
t each in g pTofeasional 
penonneL 
IS. That the school progreu of 
each pupil be follotoed by a 
class teachef' OT tutOT, tol&ose 
selection will ha11e in110l11ed 
the pupil as far as pouible. 
11. That schoob uperiment 
with more jlezible timetable• 
that respect the pouibility for 
pupils to meet teachers afttt 
periods dnoted to courses; 
that these timetables be 
adapted to the learning pace 
and style of pupils and 
adapted to their participation 
in educational activities of the 
school 
17. That teachers benefit from 
training and imervice pro
grammes in fields likely to in
crease theiT ability to com
municate with pupils. 
11. That schools take ap
propriate 1teJ>$ to ensure the 
presence of teachers and non-
teaching p,ofessionab with 
pupil actitritiea in the school; 
that satisfactorr, rooms and 
materials be accemble in 
ordeT to fa'DOU.T the increased 
participation of pupils in ~ 
titritiea of theiT choice. 
19. That schools encourage the 
participation of pupils in com
munity projeda (pupil tDOTk 
projects, atudenta 
cooperati11ea, introduction and 
training couraea on 
cooperatives). 
ZI. That schools encourage an 
increase in the participation of 
parents with the school com
mittee and in actitrities of the 
school, by providing adequate 
publicity, by sponsoring pro
jects that support communica
tion between parents and 
teachers, particularly class 
teachen and tutors. 

I 
( 



Computers in Education 

A bit of RATIONAL 
"The recent technological ad

vances made in micro-electronics 
can be evaluated in terms of a 
social revolution. Historians tell 
us that all revolutions take some 
predictable path. This should be 
the case of the microcomputer. I 
would like to examine the place of 
the 'micro-computer Revolution' 
in the school and the same good 
reasons for introducing this 
technology into the education 
field. 

The animal: 

"Examination can begin by 
defining a computer. What is the 
nature of the animal? Simply 
stated, a computer is a device 
which bas been developed by man 
to serve as a tool in a variety of 
tasks. Through programming, a 
computer can be made to mimic 
many of man's actions. For many 
people, this "machine" is a 
marvel, and one that challenges 
their ego as it performs "Human" 
tasks for them. 

"Now, to seek out some of its 
uses in education. The computer is 
a popular form of entertainment, 
but of far more importance, is its 
use in today's workplace. It is 
proving to be the tool that will be 
used in almost all aspects of com
munication. An educator teaches 
the young the minimum survival 
skills for today's workplace. The 
ability to use the computer in 
one's environment is very impor
tant, and "Computer Literacy" 
becomes crucial. 

Its Language 

"As stated earlier, this machine 
can "mimic" many of our actions. 
This function can be used in two 
ways in education. In the past, the 
one most commonly used was 
C.A.I. (Computer Assisted In
struction); the computer was pro
grammed to mimic some of the 
qualities of a good teacher. 
Despite its limited scope, this 
type of use is becomming more 
popular. With more refinements 
and further technological ad
vances, this promises to become a 
major teaching tool. Naturally, 
this has caused anxiety to many 
educators who feel that the com
puter will replace them. This is 
not true, and the fact that such 
concern is being demonstrated 
could imply that teaching for 
some teachers bas become nothing 
less than a mechanical function 
with limited human depth and 
parameters. 

"Ironically, the strongest case 
that can be made for the use of the 
computer in education is in its 
limited ability to abstract and on 
its great dependence for linear 
logic. By this, the user is forced to 
conform to order, clarity and 
precision. These are excellent 
qualities for a young and untrain
ed mind to learn. The very act of 
programming or teaching the 
computer forces order and clarity. 
At this point, it is important to 
stress that creativity is not stifl
ed; as with all tools, a computer 
can be used creatively. It is 
necessary to distinguish between 
the act of manipulating the 
machine to create and the creation 
itself. The latter is the expression 
of the creator. It can now be seen 
that the computer is a useful 
device for both the "tutor" and 
the "tutee". . 

"The programming aspect of 
the computer becomes the most 
important attribute of this 
technology. Before one can pro
gram the computer to perform 
even the most elementary task, 
one must be able to communicate 
with the machine. It is necessary 
to learn some predefined 
parameters or codes; these are 
commonly referred to as con:i.
puter language. There have been a 

number of languages devised to 
facilitate the user. At first, the 
computer languages that were 
developed were based on two 
criteria. First, the language had 
to have a limited code because the 
technology of the day restricted 
the amount of computer memory 
that could be made available to 
the user at any one time. Second, 
computer languages were 
developed to meet specific scien
tific, technological or commercial 
needs. Languages such as For
tran, PLI, addressed the needs of 
the scientific-technical communi
ty while the languages such as 
COBOL and its derivatives have 
been widely used in business. 
Thanks to the proliferation of 
computers into the lay communi
ty, the language of BASIC, 
became very popular. Now that 
many academics have realized the 
importance of computers in 
education, new languages for this 
area have been developed. This 
includes LOGO, PASCAL and 
PILOT. 

"Now the debate as to the best 
computer language to learn and 
use bas become more controver
sial in education since, it is claim
ed, the particular language of use 
bas a direct relationship with the 
thinking process. To date,Jbis bas 
not been substantiated by any 
concrete research. In my bumble 
opinion, it never will be either. 
The proposition is based on a 
"misunderstanding" on the dif
ference between a human 
language and that of a language, 
or code, used to communicate 
with a machine. They are not the 
same and they do not have the 
same attributes. Without ques
tion, bow one uses one's language 
reflects human qualities and 
perceptions. To expect this of 
computer language too, is to 
display great ignorance of what a 
computer language is and what its 
intended function should be. 
Computer languages are now be
ing developed on the basis of ex
panded technology and the 
various needs of different users. 
This is like the "jargon" that is 
developed in learning a new bob
by or job. Such jargon is usually 
very specialized and is not com
monly used elsewhere. On the 
other hand, the human language 
develops and expands because the 
capacity of the human brain is 
such that it can express verbally 
higher levels of thought. These 
thoughts have already been 
assimilated in the brain. 

"The ultimate computer 
language is one which will best 
approach that of the human 
language. Such a language is a 
long way off. Its development is 
restricted by our limied technical 
know-bow and also by the fact 
that our human language is con
stantly evolving. Human 
languages are part of our evolu
tion; their sophistication and dep
ths ensure that we are constantly 
evolving beyond the now and 
beyond the concrete. 

"On the matter of computer 
languages, I would suggest that 
any computer language one learns 
will facilitate in using the 
machine. No particular language 
is deemed best. Most popular 
languages are being constantly 
updated to offer new programm
ing options as new technology 
becomes available. It should be 
noted that one's ability to learn 
another computer language after 
absorbing one is not hampered. 
On the contrary, it is an easy task ' 
to do and the intricacies of a new 
language can be understood and 
learned without much difficulty. 

The Concern 

"Finally, there is a growing 
concern by parents and teachers 
that if they do not get involved, 
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TAKING THE PLUNGE INTO COMPUTERS 

Encouragement for teachers of english 
Today, many teachers worry 

about being rushed into using 
classroom computers before they 
understand the new machines. A 
booklet from the ERIC Clear
inghouse on Reading and Com
munication Skills and the Na
tional Council of Teachers of 
English helps teachers take the 
first steps toward computer 
literacy. Computers in the 
English Classroom: A Primer for 
Teachers explains the kinds of 
things today's computers can do 
to support the teacher of English. 

Authors Sally N. Standiford, 
University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign; Kathleen Jaycox, 
Morton College, Chicago; and 
Anne Auten, ERIC/RCS, have 
been involved with computers 
and the teaching of English dur-

they will be "left out". This panic 
is partly instigated by those who 
have vested interests in the com
puter field. Hardware suppliers 
are pouring millions of dollars in 
order to influence the potential 
buyer; using some unethical and 
very questionable marketing 
practices. Many academics, con
sultants and so called experts, 
have vested interests in this field 
too. A definite conflict of interest 
arises with many of them. They 
are employed by computer com
panies and, at the same time, they 
advise school boards and schools 
in the computer field. 

"Parents should become 
vigilant and ask questions as to 
why a particular language or 
machine is adopted for use. They 
should not accept such evasive 
answers as: "It's too technical" or 
"We have examined the issue very 
closely". 

"I promote computers too! I see 
its potential as a useful took 
where learning can be achieved in 

ing the recent rapid advances of 
this new technology. They sketch 
the most important current uses 
of microcomputers for instruction 
in language, literature, and com
position, plus their potential for 
testing, speeding up record
keeping, and analyzing the effec
tiveness of lessons. They stress 
the computer's value as a tool for 
relieving the lockstep quality of 
classroom teaching. The 
machines' patient, individually
paced coaching in routine learn
ing tasks frees the teacher to plan 
and conduct reflective discussion 
and other activities calling for 
analysis and other higher skills. 

The authors offer a non
technical description of what a 
computer is, how it works, and 
the components needed for a 

a more effective way. Computers 
are not an end in themselves. I am 
excited by the interest that has 
been spurred on by the general 
public; at the same time, I am con
cerned over the panic it is causing. 
Our schools cannot afford to be 
pushed into an area such as this 
without close scrutiny and careful 
planning. Such an area has the 
potential of revolutionizing the 
entire fabric of society. The social 
upheaval caused by the Industrial 
Revolution need not be repeated! 

"To return to the subject of 
'Kids, Computers and Education', 
I quote David Thornburg who is 
the current editor of the popular 
magazine "Compute"! 

"You should be sure you're 
helping your kids keep their 
priorities straight. If your kid 
is playing in the sand or mak
ing mudpies with a friend, he 
or she is doing the kind of 
things that are far more impor
tant than anything he is going 
to do with computers". 

reasonably flexible computer 
system for classroom instruction. 
They sketch how teaching 
strategies are handled via 
microcomputer, and how to check 
whether the student responses 
asked for and the feedback given 
in a particular program add up to 
sound instruction. 

In discussing computer applica
tions to English, the authors ex
plain the current limitations of 
computerized instruction. They 
note the steps involved in plann
ing and writing a lesson, testing 
it, and debugging it. And they of
fer a glimpse of how course 
material needs to be identified in 
order to program it for the 
computer. 

A final section lists sources for 
evaluations of new products, as 
well as criteria for assessing the 
effectiveness of courseware for 
classroom use. Each section ends 
with a short scenario designed to 
help teachers envision themselves 
moving into computer assisted in
struction. The booklet contains a 
reference list and a glossary of 
computer terms. 
Computers in the English 
Classroom: A Primer for 
Teachers, by Sally N. Standiford, 
Kathleen Jaycox, and Anne 
Auten. 56 pages, paperbound. 
Price: $5.50; NCTE members, 
$4.75. ISBN: 0-8141-08180. LC: 
83-61710. Available from NCTE, 
Urbana, Illinois. Stock No. 08180. 

This paper was presented at 
the QFHSA Annual Con
ference by Elias Leousis and 
was held over from the last 
issue of the NEWS to be run 
as pr~sented. 

Raise the iunds to outfit a classroom 
or a schooliul of classrooms 

We offer you a lot m9re than 
the world's finest / 
chocolate. We also put the 
world's best fund raising· 
directors on your team. We 
assign an expert to work 
closely with you throughout 
your fund drive. On the 
scene. Beginning to end. He 
provides leadership and 
direction. He helps organize 
your selling team, structure 
it, stimulate it. And provides 
sales aids - control 
sheets, charts, finance 
reports - everything you 
need to make your fund 

drive a smooth-running, richly-rewarding success. 
World's Finest Chocolate is success-oriented. A prestige name. 
Nationally known. A wide variety of products, each personalized for your 
group. 
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NoWay 
to -~~-::--= ouf Kids! 

Junk-food junkies and the courts 
From the Manchester Guardian, 

United Kingdom, Jan. 16, 1983. 
Add one more theory to why 

criminals behave as they do. You 
already know about social disad
vantages, economic hard times, 
televised violence on TV's touting 
of the good life. Now add food. 
Over-refined, oversugared foods 
-junk food. 

"Food can make an individual 
aggressive, hyperactive, violent 
and antisocial", the health 
magazine "Let's Live" stated 
nearly a year ago: "Food can set 
up the biochemistry for crime". 

It isn't such a startling notion, 
when you think about it. We've 
known for some time that there is 
a connection between junk food 
and hyperactivity in children. For 
some reason however, most of us 
haven't associated diet with 
behavior in adolescents and 
adults. 

But some researchers have. 
Diana Fishbein, professor of 
criminology at the University of 
Baltimore, ran an experiment in 
which a group of inmates at a 
Florida correctional facility were 
taken off refined carbohydrates 
- virtually eliminating white 
flour and white sugar from their 
diets. The result: a strikingly low 
rate of disciplinary problems and 
violence as compared with a con
trol group. 

According to "Let's Live": 

"When the experimental group 
was returned to regular prison 
chow, the facility officials and the 
inmates themselves noticed the 
difference in terms of behavior, 
outlook, sleep patterns, anxiety 
states and aggression. The in
mates, according to Dr. Fishbein, 
requested to be returned to the 
low refined carbohydrate diet 
again." 

At the Tidewater Detention 
Home in Chesapeake, Va., resear
chers conducted a double-blind 
experiment in which a group of 
juvenile offenders were given a 
diet that excluded refined sugar. 
Soft drink machines were taken 
out and replaced with machines 
that dispensed unsweetened fruit 
juice. Table sugar was replaced 
with honey. 

Presweetened breakfast cereals 
were eliminated. Highsugar 
desserts and snacks were replaced 
with nuts, fresh fruits, peanut 
butter and popcorn. Again the 
result: "The number of continual
ly trouble-prone juveniles drop
ped by 80%." 

Other experiments have singled 
out canned soda (high in 
phosphates), pi:ocessed foods and 
even excessive amounts of milk as 
culprits in aggression and other 
antisocial behavior. 

The evidence of these studies so 
convinced New York Assembly 
man Ralph Goldstein that he will 

shortly be reintroducing legisla
tion designed to help determine 
whether improved nutrition 
might be an effective - and 
cheaper - way of reducing crime. 
Under his bill, prison inmates 
would be screened for 
hypoglycemia and, where in
dicated, given special diets and up 
to six meals a day. The proposal 
was strongly endorsed by 
"Prevention", the health maga
zine. 

It all sounds a little crazy - like 
the "television intoxication" 
defense offered on behalf of the 
Florida kid who murdered an 83 
year old woman a few years back: 
one more attempt to diminish our 
personal responsibility for the 
choices we make. 

But suppose the theory proved 
to be correct? What do you do with 
a young man convicted of a 
violent offense if it later turns out 
that his behavior resulted from 
junk-food-induced chemical
imbalance? Release him on condi
tion that he eat his spinach and 
give up Sugaroos? And then what 
do you do with the thousands of 
others who throw themselves on 
the mercy of the courts as junk
food junkies? How could you hope 
to distinguish between the 
chemically confused and the 
merely rotten? 

William Raspberry 

Parents urged to read to children 
Parents who read aloud to their 

children provide a valuable 
educational and emotional ex
perience, according to a Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh Children's 
Librarian. 

Amy Kellman, head of the 
Library's Children's Department, 
said research has demonstrated 
that "children introduced to good 
literature at an early age become 
better readers because they've 
been exposed to a more 
sophisticated language and 
vocabulary." 

"In addition," she continued, 
"reading aloud is nurturing. It's a 
sharing experience allowing 
parent and child the time to talk 
and listen." 

A 1983 American Book Awards 
judge, Kellman has several tips 

Eat smart and 
KEEP TRIM 
or is it 
TRIM THE EATS 
and keep smart 

for parents about choosing 
materials. She advises selecting 
stories that you're comfortable 
with as well as ones that are not 
too personal. 

"For example, I wouldn't read 
aloud a book by Judy Blume," she 
said, referring to the popular 
novelist who writes about con
flicts and anxieties of early 
adolescence. "Her books" she ad
ded, "deal with growing up and 
are meant to be read in private." 

Kellman also suggests parents 
choose books that are well
written, a point she believes is im
portant since reading helps build 
a child's knowledge of style and 
syntax. Poetry including Mother 
Goose rhymes are good in this 
area, especially for preschool 
children. Other subjects she 
recommends for four, five and six 
year olds are simple stories 
including: 
The Emperor's New Clothes, 
Hans Christian Andersen, a 
classic story of the vain ruler 
whose only concern was his 
wardrobe. 
Days with Frog and Toad, Arnold 
Lobel, a story of friendship told 
with humor and perception. 

"It Could Be Worse!", James 
Stevenson, a funny tale of 
grandpa's adventure. 
It Could Always Be Worse, 
Margot Zemach, a Yiddish folk 
tale retold with pictures. 
For older children, nine to twelve, 
Kellman recommends: 
The Great Gilly Hopkins, 
Katherine Paterson, the tale of a 
foster child looking for a home. 
Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Bab
bitt, an adventure of a girl who 
stumbles upon a great secret. 
The Midnight Fox, Betsy Byars, 
the story of Tom's summer at his 
aunt's farm. 
Constance, A Story of Early 
Plymouth, Patricia Clapp, a 
romantic novel recording the 
observations and feelings of early 
settlers. 

Other titles and tips on techni
que can be found in two recently 
published books on the subject: 
For Reading Out Loud: a guide to 
sharing books with children, by 
Margaret Mary Kimmel and 
Elizabeth Segel and The Read 
Aloud Handbook by Jim 
Trelease. Both books are 
available at Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, Oakland. 

GOOD HABITS ARE MADE EARLY IN UFE 
SO ARE BAD ONES 

Too much - or worse still, not enough - too soon. Too 
many hot dogs, potato chips, and soft drinks. Far too 

much TV. Not enough physical activity or no exercise at 
all. It's no way to TREAT any kid. Particularly our own. 

CALL A HALT TO OVEREATING 
Food, the wrong kind in most instances, is made to look 

so good in advertisements and commercials that we 
tend to let our kids overeat, and overdo the JUNK 

FOOD bit. Overweight is usually related to lifestyle. We 
bring it on ourselves most of the time by eating too 

many calorie-rich foods and by too little physical activity. 

SERVE TASTY NUTRITIOUS MEALS 
If our kids have fallen into the junk food pit, pull them out 
of it - FAST. It's easy to add zest and flavour to the meals 

we serve. Nutritious meals can be exciting tastebud 
experiences. A well balanced daily diet should always 

include milk or milk products, vegetables, fruit, bread and 
cereals, and meat, fish or poultry. 

ENCOURAGE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
Inactivity can become a way of life. We mustn't allow 

our kids to become IDLERS. They need a REAL TREAT. 
Let's encourage them to get moving. Let's play, walk, run, 

swim or cycle together - as a family. 
These are good habits. We must ask our school boards 

to make PHYSICAL ACTIVITY a fixed part of every school 
day. Academic performance is known to improve 

when this is done. 

SO LET'S TREAT OUR KIDS RIGHT 
There is an old saying that "we are what we are -
only moreso in old age". Well, if this is the rule, then 

young children who learn to eat sensibly and exercise 
regularly have a better chance of becoming healthy, 

active and fulfilled adults. We mustn't let them turn into 
flabby, overweight and underactive men and women. 

If we set an active example, it will have much more impact. 
We will reap the benefits too, along with our children. 

Let's be "DO AS I DO(ers)" instead of 
DO AS I SAY(ers)" 

Nutrition 

Survey of eating habits 
The School Council of the Island 

of Montreal recently received an 
evaluation report on its nutrition 
policy. Carried out jointly by the 
Departments of Psychology and 
Nutrition of the University of 
Montreal, the aim of this study is 
to evaluate the impact of the 
School Council's Nutrition policy 
which is designed to encourage 
students to acquire sound nutri
tional habits. 

Based on interviews with 6000 
students at the secondary level, 
4000 of whom came from three 
Island of Montreal school boards 
- the MCSC, Baldwin-Cartier 
and Sault-St-Louis, this survey 
shows that : 
• 34 .1 % of secondary-level 
students from the three above
mentioned school boards, regular
ly buy their lunch in the school 

cafeteria; 
• 59.9% regularly buy lunch sup
plements there; 
• 44.9% regularly bring their 
lunch. 

The study also reveal these 
students' opinions concerning 
their cafeteria which may be sum
marized as follows: 
• the food on offer is tasty: 56%; 
• the helpings served are ade
quate: 44%; 
• the prices are acceptable: 81 % 
• the queuing time is reasonable: 
57% 

It should be noted that 
priorities for the Council's nutri
tion policx will be based on the 
findings of this report. 

Copies of the summary of this 
report may be obtained from the 
School Council of the Island of 
Montreal Public Relations Office. 
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Moral Education 
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Ethics course: an unbiased alternative 
CLASSIFIED 

................................... , ... ,, .......... 
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Sebool News, please send your ad and 
ebeque to: AU.: Sandra Keightley, 
QFHSA, 2535 Cavendish Blvd., Suite 
#212, Montreal, Quebec. (Cheque payable 
to Quebec Federation of Home & School 
Assocaltlons). The cost for advertising Is 
20# per word and mlnlinum 10 words per 
ad. Your cheque in payment tor tbe ad 
must aa,ompany the ad. 

by E. Geoffrey Tenneson 
Past-President, Ethics and 
Religion Educators of Quebec 

Quebec's educational scene has 
been dominated for over I 00 years 
by the Catholic and Protestant 
School Commissions set up under 
the British North America Act of 
1867. Today these two religions 
are no longer the only religions 
represented by the students in our 
schools. 

Immigration has brought peo
ple of almost every belief into our 
society and our schools. 

Whose stanjiard of morality is 
to be taught? Great tensions could 
result if any boy or girl is forced 
to take a course in Moral Educa
tion based on a religious belief 
with which the family is not in 
agreement. 

Regrettably, there is rio 
unanimity among religious 
teachings permitting us to pro
duce a course in Moral Education 
to cover all faiths. 

There are followers of many . 
beliefs here in our schools in 
Quebec. Put the~e diverse 
elements into the same classroom 
and the result would be confu
,iion. Each separate · religious 
grouping claims in one way or 
another to be the. ONLY way to 
God, and therefore to moral 
behaviour. 

We are, therefore, entitled to 
ask some basic questions about 
human experinece which take us 
behind the religious answers, so 
to speak, and ask 
1) What is the meaning of Human 
Life? 
2) What does it mean to be a 
Human Being? 
3) What is the right way for Man, 
or mankind to behave? 

It is naive to assume that in our 
pluralist society our schools can 
continue to. be dominated by the 
Catholic and Protestant commis
sions as seems to be required by 
the BNA Act. For many years the 
French Catholics refused to have 
anybody but French students in 
their school system. In conse
quence Orthodox Christians and 

Jewish people were "invited" in
to the Protestant system. This 
was an act of grace which has led 
to many misunderstandings. It 
has also meant that the word 
"protestant" became discredited 
having a legal meaning far remov
ed from its religious meaning. A 
Jewish person under this arrange
ment became a "protestant", 
which is absurd. 

Bill 101 has forced children of 
other religious faiths into schools 
run by the Catholic School Com
mission. Protestants are being 
forced into a Catholic environ
ment. Hindus, Buddhists and 
Muslims are also being pushed in
to an alien environment. 

When faced with this problem 
in Cowansville in the Eastern 
Townships, the English Catholics 
and the English Catholics pooled 
their resources and ran joint 
schools. Massey-Vanier Regional 
High School opened its doors in 
1969 serving both Catholics and 
Protestants in tlle English 
language. 

Many subjects were taught 
without religious controversy: 
English and French grammar and 
literature, mathematics, sci~nce, 
history', geography, agriculture, 
music, drama, commerical, 
technical and vocational subjects. 
The big problem arose concerning 
Moral Education. It was decided 
that every student should be in
volved in a "morals" programme. 
Accordingly, the school offers 
three parallel l>°ut separate 
courses and asks its students to 
choose one of them, namely; 1) 
Moral and Religious Instruction 
(Catholic) 2) Moral and Religious 
Instruction (Protestant) 3) Moral 
Instruction without religious 
bias. The first two options were 
devised and taught in close 
association with priests and 
ministers. The third option occa
sioned some difficulty until it was 
decided that an open-ended ap
proach to the subject was needed 
and a course in Ethics and elemen
tary Philosophy evolved which 
took a broad look at the human 

situation and asked tions for the students but to pro-
1) What is Man? vide them with information 
2) What is the right way for which will help them make their 
mankind to behave? own decisions. They are taken, so 
3) Is there a mystery behind to speak, behind the current 
human existence? pluralistic scene and encouraged . 

The ethics course which evolved to ask questions about human 
for the older students takes a look origins and the meaning of life. If, 
at theories and ideas put forward at the end of the enquiry, a stu
by thinkers and writers over the dent decides that he or she wants 
course of human history. Mention to be a certain kind of Christian, 
is made of these ideas in any good or a Muslim, or anything else they 
history text read by Grade XI are perfectly free to make that 
students, but a little more detail decision. 
is given during the Ethics class It is a personal responsibility. 
than in the History class. The public schools of Canada 
Students are never questioned have no business teaching either 
directly about their personal Catholic or Protestant Christiani
behaviour, or what they were do- ty alone, if there are Muslims, or 
ing last night, but are presented Jews or Hindus in their class
with a variety of answers to ques- rooms forced there by an act of 
tions about right and wrong and - law. It is permissible to present 
invited to think their way many different ideas and ask if 
through. Every possible facet of they see any similarities, or 
the subject is presented to them in differences. 
the time available, so that they The only thing that public 
meet both atheistic and theistic 
points of view. They are also able 
to compare the difference be-

FOR SALE: #8-175 Automatic collating 
machine. An Addressograph Machine. 
Prices negotiable. For information 
please contact Susan Stamm • 
481-5304 or Sandra Keightley 
631-8400 or Doreen Canavan 
453-3172. 

schools should teach in Moral 
Education is respect for others 
and individual responsiblity. 
That is as far as our schools 
should go. The schools may, 
however, lift the horizons of 
students to see something else 
beyond their immediate environ
ment. For this purpose a course in 
Ethics or Elementary Philosophy 
should be included in the cur
riculum of every High School. 

tween political and personal 
ethics. 

In devising this course it was 
necessary to be selective and for 

Rights Committee Up-date 

the sake of simplicity it was 
divided into four parts, namely: 
1. Ethical systems which em
phasize the development of per
sonality such as Stoicism, 
Hedonism, the Golden Mean, 
Huxley, Nietzsche, the Existen
tialists and Playboy. 
2. Ethical systems which em
phasize the needs and pressures of 
society such as Tribalism, Plato, 
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau. Com
munism and Dewey. 
3. Ethical systems which come 
from religious inspiration such as 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confu
cianism, Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam. 
4. Kant's Categorical Imperative 
which teaches that we should not 
treat other people as things. 

QFHSA COURT CASE ON Bl[L 101 
On June 23rd, 1983, we wrote to Prime Minister 

Trudeau asking him to refer our court case to contest 
the validity of Bill 101 directly to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. 

As delegates to our 1983 Annual General Meeting will 
be aware, we were requested, by a resolution passed 
there, to petition the fe<;feral government again, since 
five years have passed since we initialized proceedings 
in the Superior Court of Quebec. 

While, to date, we have only received an acknowledge
ment from the Prime Minister's office, we did receive a 
reply from Warren Allman, M.P. for N.D.G./Lachine 
East, stating he intended "to contact the Prime Minister 
directly about this matter to see what I can do to assist 
your request." 

We hope we will have received a reply from the Prime 
Minister by the time of our next issue of the NEWS and 
will keep you informed. 

Alberta's gift to Canada 

The text has been kept to an in
troductory or elementary level, 
but it opens the door into the sub
ject and can thus be unlimited in 
its scope to the enquiring student 
and unlimited in its application to 
the innovative teacher. 

One of the objects of this course 
is not so much to answer ques-

Almost every Quebec teacher 
occasionally suffers from the "I 
can't find it in the library" blues. 
Fortunately, there is a welcome 
cure on the horizon - THE 
CANADIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

To be released in the fall of '85, 
THE CANADIAN EN
CYCLOPEDIA will contain en
tries on everything from Cana
dian parliament to painting, and 
articles on outstanding Canadians 
from Sir John A. Macdonald to 
Wayne Gretzky. What's more, as 
part of Alberta's 75th anniversary 
celebrations, the Alberta Govern
ment will present every school 
and library in Canada with a com
plimentary set of THE CANA
DIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

The three-volume encyclopedia 
is possible because of a $4 million 
grant from the Alberta Govern
ment for research anc:i develop
ment. With two years of develop
ment completed, the articles have 
been selected and assigned. All ar
ticles will be published with by
lines. Among those contributing 
are such noted Can~dian writers 
as Margaret Atwood, David 
Suzuki, Pierre Berton, and Farley 
Mowat. 

But those aren't the only by
lines you'll recognize. Many con
tributors are Quebec teachers. 

THE CANADIAN EN
CYCLOPEDIA represents a new 
generation of Canadian scholar
ship. Look forward to having this 
important reference book in 
Q~eb,ec si;hools. 
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Don Smith W.l.'s top cop 

Youth Offlcers Don Smith and Kirkland Mayor Sam Elkas. 

Home and School News 

The proudest policeman in Pier
refonds this week is 42-year-old 
Youth Officer Don Smith of Sta
tion 12, chosen as outstanding 
West Island police officer of the 
year from more than 200 officers 
from Stations 11 and 12 eligible 
for the award. 

He was honoured at the West 
Island Junior Chamber of Com
merce president's dinner on 
Thursday night with a plaque 
marking his achievement. The 
Jaycees promoted the project. 

Three officers also nominated 
for the award were Youth Squad 
Sgt. and station liaison officer 
Guy Vigneault and Det. Sgt. Jac
ques Cardinal, both of station 12, 
and station 11 's only represen
tative, youth officer Ed McDuff, 
who were presented with cer
tificicates of merit. 

Cardinal, whose dream as a boy 
was to be a detective, is the man 
responsible for organization of 
the area's successful anti-crime 
squads. Break-and-entries have 
dropped 57% during his tenure. 

The four officers - with a total 
of over 80 years of service bet
ween them - highly recommend-

ed the police force as a career. 
Officer-of-the-year Smith was 

nominated by three groups: YM
CA Crime Prevention's Helen 
Dawkes; Pierrefonds' Terry Fox 
school principal Ken Cassidy, and · 
West Island Big Brothers' and 
Sisters' executive director Bill 
Molson. 

Kirkland mayor Sam Elkas con
gratulated the Jaycees on their 
project and commented: "I think 
it's a great idea; it serves to bring 
community and police together. I 
think this program has helped 
motivate our policemen. . . like 
everyone else they appreciate be
ing recognized for their efforts." 

Fellow judges were Dollard 
councillor Rick Leckner; WI 
Chamber of 'commerce president 
George Tolhurst Sr; newspaper 
editor Jean Lamoureux and 
television and radio celebirty 
Jimmy Tapp of Beaconsfield, 
Jaycees honorary president. 

Awards committee chairman 
John Fougere of Dollard declared: 
"This award, which will be an an
nual event, is long overdue in a 
community like the West Island. 

News & Chronicle, June 19/83 

~--Bibi's Co umn-~----.... 
Here is a letter submitted by Brian Boisvenue of Mon

trose Home & School. He read it recently in The Glengarry 
News of Alexandria, Ont. It was previously published in The 
Golden Star, Golden B.C. as a reprint from the R.C.M.P. 
Quarterly'. It was written by Cpl. Dale Martel when he was 
nco i/c Field Detachment. His message is so important, so 
we want to share it with all of you. Bibi. 

This is an open letter to all parents, of all young people 
everywhere. I am writing in response to some of the ques
tions you ask me daily. I am not just one police officer; I 
represent every officer in every city and town in Canada. 

You may know me only as the cop who gave you a ticket 
last suml'Jler, but I also am the guy who lives down the 
street from you, I am the parent of three children, and I 
share with you the same hope, ambition and dreams that 
you have for your children. I am faced with the same pro
blems you have. I share with you those moments of agony 
and ecstasy. I share with you the feeling of shame, guilt 
and disappointment when my boy or girl gets into trouble. I 
am also angry and sick at heart with trying to do my job and 
being tagged the bad guy, when all I have ever wanted was 
to avert the kind of tragedy I have just witnessed. 

The scene was a long stretch of highway with a sharp 
curve at one end. It had been raining and the roads were 
slick. A car travelling in excess of 80 m.p.h. missed the 
curve and plowed into an embankment where it became 
airborn and struck a tree. At this point, two of the three 
young passengers were hurled from the vehicle, one into 
the tree, the other into the roadway where the car landed 
on him, snuffing out his life like a discarded cigarette on 
the asphalt. He was killed instantly. He was the lucky one. 

The girl thrown into the tree had her neck broken and 
although she was voted queen of the senior prom and most 
likely to succeed, she will now spend the next 60 years in a 
wheelchair. Unable to do anything else, she will live and 
relive that terrible moment over again many times. 

By the time I arrived the car had come to rest on its top, 
the broken wheels had stopped- spinning. Smoke and 
steam were pouring out of the engine, ripped from its 
mounting by a terrible force. An eerie calm had settled 
over the scene and it appeared deserted except for one 
lone traveller who had called it in. He had been sick to his -
stomach and was leaning against the car for support. 

The driver was conscious, but in shock, and was unable 
to free himself from under the bent and twisted steering 
column. His face will be forever scarred by deep cuts from 
broken glass and jagged metal. Those cuts will heal but the 
ones inside cannot be touched by the skilled surgeon's 
scalpel. 

The third passenger had almost stopped bleeding. The 
seat and his clothing were covered in blood from an artery 
cut in his arm by the broken bone end that protruded from 
his forearm just below the elbow. His breath came in gasps 
as he tried desperately to suck air past his bloodfilled air
way. He was unable to speak and his eyes bulged and fixed - . . 

on me pleadingly, were the only communication that he 
was terrified and wanted my help. I felt a pang of guilt and 
recognized him as a boy I let off with a warning the other 
night for an open container of alcohol in his car. Maybe if I 
had cited him then, he would still be alive now. Who 
knows? I don't. 

He died soundlessly in my arms, his pale blue eyes star
ing vacantly as if trying to see into the future he would 
never have. I remembered watching him playing basketball 
and wondered what would happen to the scholarship he 
would never use. 

Dully my mind focused on a loud screaming and I iden
tified it as the girl who was thrown from the vehicle. I raced 
to her with a blanket but was afraid to move her. Her head 
was tilted at an exaggerated angle. She seemed unaware of 
presence and whimpered like a little child for her mother. 
In the distance, I heard the mournful wail of the ambulance 
winding its way through the rainy night. I was filled with in
credible grief at the waste of so valuable a resource, our 
youth. 

Removing the dead and injured, I stood by, watching as 
hot tears mingled with rain and dripped off my cheeks. 

You asked me why did this happen? It happened 
because a young person, stoned out of his mind, thought 
he could handle two tons of hurtling death at 80 m.p.h. It 
happened because an adult, trying to be a "good guy" 
bought for or sold to some minor ,.a case of beer. It happen
ed because you as parents weren't concerned enough 
about your child to know where he was and what he was 
doing, and you were unconcerned about minors and 
alcohol abuse and would rather blame me for harrassing 
them when I was only trying to prevent this kind of tragedy. 
It happened because, as people say, you believe this sort of 
thing only happens to someone else. 

I become sick with anger and frustration when I think of 
parents and leaders who believe a little bit of alcohol won't 
hurt anything. I am filled with contempt for people who 
propose lowering the drinking age because they will get• 
booze anyway, so why not make it legal. I am frustrated 
with laws, court ruling and other legal maneuverings that 
restrict my ability to do my job in preventing this kind of 
tragedy. 

I would give anything to know who furnished these young 
people with that booze. I spent several hours on reports 
and now will take several months trying to erase from my 
memory the details of that night. I will not be alone. The 
driver will recover and spend the rest of his life trying to 
forget. 

Yes I am angry, and I pray to God that I might never have 
to face another parent in the middle of the night and say 
your daughter, Susan, or your son, Bill, has just been killed 
in a car accident. For your sake, I hope it doesn't happen to 
you but if you continue to regard alcohol abuse as part of 
growing up, then please keep your porch light on because 
some cold, rainy night you will find me at your doorstep, 
staring at my feet with a message of q~ath for you. 
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Accidents 
and violence 
in childhood 

Although childhood death rates 
from accidents and violence have 
declined significantly since 1950, 
these events still account for a 
large proportion of childhood 
deaths and this proportion has 
been rising. The increasing impor
tance of accidents and violence as 
cause!:i of death in the 1 to 14 age 
group is due to the fact that other 
competing causes of death such as 
infectious diseases have declined 
due to extensive immunization 
programs and improved therapy. 

Between 1976 and 1978, 3816 
children aged 1 to 14 died from ac
cidental and violent causes. This 
figure represented about 53% of 
total childhood mortality during 
the three-year period. The 
seriousness of the problem of 
childhood accidental mortality in 
Canada is underlined when 
Canada is compared to other in
dustrialized countries that have 
adequate statistics. The most re
cent date suggests that Canada 
ranked behind nineteen other 
developed nations and had a 
childhood accidental death rate 
more than double that of England 
and Wales. 

Principal causes and Risk Groups 

The three major causes of ac
cidental death between 1976 and 
1978 were transportation ac
cidents (45.9%) drowning (15.4%) 
and fires(ll.4%). 

Fatal accidents involving child 
pedestrians accounted for 40% of 
the transportation deaths, with 
the 5 to-9 year-old at highest risk. 

When road transportation a-:
cidents were classified by mode of 
transportation, pedestrian and 
motor vehicle categories ac
counted for 87% of the deaths in 
the 1 to 4 age group. The. high 
number of motor vehicle 
passenger fatalities in the 1 to 4 
age groups may reflect the failure 
of parents to utilize child 
restraint systems or the failure of 
those systems in performing their 
intended function. 

HALLOWE'EN - from page 16 

night on Halloween to try to find 
out who her husband would be. 
After sowing the seed, she would 
look over her left shoulder hoping 
to see the figure of her future 
husband. 

Since the month of November 
brings in the darkest and most 
barren half of the year, Hallo
ween acquired sinister 
significance with ghosts, witches, 
hobgoblins, fairies and demons of 
all kinds roaming about. It was 
supposed that the souls of the 
dead revisited their homes on this 
day. 

In many countries, tales of wit
ches and ghosts are told and old 
superstitions are kept. One of the 
special games, bobbing for ap
ples, is known to date from the 
Middle Ages. Apples were put in
to a tub of water, and the person 
who succeeded in taking one out 
with his mouth without using his 
teeth, or in pinning one of the ap
ples with a fork, was destined to 
have a lucky year. Most of the 
numerous Halloween rituals in 
connection with apples have 
become games played by children, 
particularly in the British Isles. 

Although Halloween is a 'fun 
time' for youngsters in our coun
try, many cruel tricks have been 
played upon them. For that 
reason, parents and teachers are 
asked to instill safety precautions 
into their children. 

Quebec·Safety Leag'lLti' 
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FOCUS on the 
WINDERMERE 

Launches buoyant greeting 
It was a strangely moving sight, 

and more than one mother con
fessed afterwards that she had a 
lump in her throat. 

Following a dessert tea. at the 
school in early May, at which a 
school choir entertained with 
songs like "Up, Up and Away, In 
My Beautiful Balloon .. . ", 
children released over 300 
multicolored, helium-filled 
balloons into the sky. Each 
balloon bore a bilingual message 
inviting its finder to contact the 
school. 

Replies soon started coming in. 
A mailman in Outremont found 
one balloon. Others landed on a 
farm near St . Hyacinthe, near 
Drummondville, St . Marc-sur
Richelieu, and Longueuil. 

One determined respondent 
reported that after finding a 
balloon near the Piazza Tomasso 
restaurant on Decarie Boulevard 
in Montreal he started hunting 
and found two more nearby. 

Another man was so excited 
about finding a Windermere 
balloon that he intends to come 
and visit the school in 
Beaconsfield. 

The found balloons are being 
charted on a giant map, and the 
project is turning out to be a good 
geography lesson. 

The balloon-launching was the 
brainchild of principal Judy 
Grant, and local Home and School 
reporter Norma Rennie'says "she 
has launched not only the 
balloons but a feeling of goodwill 
that will travel as far as the 
balloons themselves." 

ELIZABETH BALLANTYNE 

Crafts fair displays children's creativity 
Not only does the annual Crafts 

Fair at Elizabeth Ballantyne 
make a substantial profit -
$3,000 this year - but it reaps rich 
rewards in creativity, skill and a 
sense of accomplishment for 
every child in the school. 

Every item for sale is made by 
the students under the supervi
sion of their teachers during 
school hours. With the exception 
of one class which makes 
bE>autiful copper jewellery, the 
crafts are made very cheaply and 
sell for under $2.00. 

"The teachers know that the 
Home and School expects them to 
come up with items for the Eair," 
says president Ann Silverthorne, 
"and under a new arrangement 
for next year, they can produce 
them at any time during the 
school year and we'll store them 
for the Fair." 

This year the school was caught 
short by the teachers' strike in 
February, and nad to postpone 
the Fair several weeks to give the 
teachers time to get their crafts 
ready. Since its inceptions seven 
years ago, the Crafts Fair has 
been held on the Thursday even
ing before Mother's Day in early 
May. 

New teachers are terrified when 
they arrive at the school and 
discover what is expected of 
them, " says Ann, "but they soon 
find that it's not so difficult ." The 
children make things like framed 
mirrors, potholders, covered 
clothes hangers and handi-notes. 

The crafts must be appealing, 
because customers come from all 
over the community, and line up 
to get in. , , , 

Each class has a stall for its 
goods, and the parents do the sell
ing. There are lively sideshows to 
entertain the customers, and the 

WILLING DON 

most popular this year featured 
two teachers dressed as clowns 
who invited children to pelt them 
with wet sponges! 

Day centre opens 
Willingdon School in NDG, 

where enrolment has dropped 
below 400, has introduced a free 
day-care centre for working 
parents who want to keep 
kindergarten-age children in 
school for the entire day. 

The move is aimed at keeping 
the school open and preventing 
any further shrinkage in enrol
ment, said Julie Fasano, presi
dent of Willingdon's Home and 
School Association. 

To the joyful lyrics of "Tomorrow", Daddy Warbucks, Annie and Sandy ring down 
the final curtain after five performances of "ANNIE!" The spring musical has 
become an annual tradition at Northview School, involving almost all Grade 4, 5 
i!nd ~ students in the choir, tw~ casts, and stage crew. 

LOCALS 
CEDAR PARK 

Canoeists shoot the rapids 
A team of 12 intrepid canoeists 

from Cedar Park Elementary 
School in Pointe Claire successful
ly ran Class 1 rapids on a recent 
field trip to Mont Tremblant. 
They learned their canoeing skills 
in Cedar Park's extensive out
doors program, which has involv-

VALOIS · 

ed all grades in fascinating winter 
and summer survival techniques. 

Miss Audrey Bishop, a teacher 
at Cedar Park for 30 years, was 
honoured at a retirement party in 
June. Former students joined 
staff and parents to wish Miss 
Bishop a pleasant retirement. 

Voter turnout highest in Quebec 
Thanks to a telephone blitz by 

Valois Elementary School 
volunteers, Ward 7 of the 
Lakeshore School Board showed 
the highest turnout of voters in 
the June school board elections 
across the province. 

Masterminded by parent 
volunteer Mary Jane deKoos, the 
campaign to remind residents to 
get out to the polls involved hun
dreds, even thousands, of phone 
calls in the final week before 
voting. 

It looked as though there would 
be no election and Andre Benoit 
would win by acclamation until a 
second candidate threw his hat in
to the ring at the last moment. Mr. 
Benoit won the election. 

The Valois local sponsored 

COURTLAND PARK 

babysitting and transportation 
for voters, and held several meet
the-candidate meetings. 

"This is a very active area," 
says Valois Home and School 
president Dawn Cumming, "and 
parents wanted a lot of participa
tion in the election." 

But she also criticized the rules 
of Quebec's school board elec
tions, which almost seem design
ed for failure. June is a lacklustre 

· month for school politics, and a 
week is far too short for an effec
tive campaign. In many other 
parts of the continent, school 
board elections are held at the 
same time as municipal council 
elections, attracting many non
parent voters. 

Winds up with wine and cheese 

.., 
Courtland Park students take time out from their Play Day activities to line up for 
a hot dog lunch provided by their Home and School. 

Parents and staff at Courtland 
Park in Dorval celebrated the end 
of another busy and productive 
year at a wine arid cheese party in 
the school gym. 

The event, which is mounted 
every June by the Home and 
School local, was highlighted this 
year by the presentation of a pair 
of crystal claret glasses to popular 
gym teacher Kathy Kealey . Miss 
Kealey was married in July. 

Fund-raising chairman 
Margaret Joseph arranged 
another enjoyable evening June 
15, when parents attended a 
cabaret by the Lyric Theatre at 
the Surrey Centre in Dorval. 

The children celebrated the end 
of the school year with parties, 
outings and the presentation of a 
play by the Grade 6 class. 

By a stroke of luck, the annual 
outdoor play day coincided with 
the season'.s first h6t, 'sunny day. 

A hot dog lunch, served by 
volunteers under the direction of 
Bev Hills, was followed by an im
promptu amateur show in the 
gym. Star performers were two 
teachers who had worked up a 
tapdance routine complete with 
pink and black costumes. The 
kids loved it, and called for 
encores. 

B. Peden 

Our apologies: 
If you submitted news from 
your school for this issue and 
don't see it, blame it on 
Canada Post, the holiday 
season and."the move of our of
fice to new premises. Some of 
the material intended for this 
issue has been lost. Send it 
again if it's not too stale! 
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FOCUS on the LOCALS 
Happy Birthday, New Carlisle Home & School 

It's 4:45 a .m . June 17th, 1983. I 
am awakened by a gentle sway 
and a soft l:lickety-clack as the 
Via train winds its way through 
the Matapedia Valley, bringing 
this anxious traveller closer and 
closer to his destination, Camp
belton, New Brunswick. I raise 
the shade to a hazy pastoral scene 
and watch the slow rising sun as it 
tries to take a dominant place in 
the smokey-blue sky. The thought 
of going back to sleep at this early 
hour never crosses my mind. 
Breakfast at 6 a.m., watching this 
beautiful country unfold before 
my eyes, how breath-taking! 

As the worn-out cliche says, all 
good things must come to an end, 
and the train pulls into the sta
tion, one hour late! But this is not 
the end. I'm met by Andy Ross, 
head teacher at Matapedia, who 
has been patiently waiting for 
me. He drives me across the 
bridge to a restaurant, where, sip
ping coffee, we wait for Anne 
MacWhirter. (Sounds like a scene 
from James Bond.) 

Anne arrives with her youngest 
son, and our day begins. Armed 
with a film on bicycle safety and 
several years experience as a 
police officer in Montreal and its 
suburbs, we head for Escuminac 
where we meet about 30 grade- , 
school children (the other children 
are on a school visit to Ottawa). 
Bicycle safety is very ,much a con-

. cern on the Gaspe peninsula. The 
safety film is well received. 

On to New Richmond. While I 
am talking to some 40 junior high 
students there about the dangers 
of hitch-hiking, bicycle safety, 
and drugs (especially in senior 
high and junior college), the pro
jector is being set up to show 
about 60 grade-school children the 
bicycle safety film. 

Finally, we arrive in New Carli
sle. Here approximately 75 junior 
high students, anxiously waiting 

The 
school store: 

An increasing number of 
schools are starting their own 
shops to sell school supplies to the 
children. 

It's a responsibility for the 
Home and School local, or 
whatever group of volunteers 
takes on its administration, but 
look at the advantages: 

Materials are much cheaper 
bought in bulk, and can be resold 
at cost or to make a modest profit 
for your school. They are bought 
in consultation with the teachers, 
so the children all end up with ex
actly what she wants them to 
have. The school shop can even 
create a little fun and school 
spirit. 

"This was our first full year 
with the school shop," says Ann 
Silverthorne of Elizabeth Ballan
tyne School in Montreal West, 
"and it's worked out very well. 

"The teachers gave us a list of 
what they wanted, and after I'd 
gone out and bought it I was 
scared stiff because it seemed like 
so much. But we were sold out in 
no time. 

The store, which is run from a 
former storeroom, is open on 

to write their finals, are told of 
their growing responsibilities and 
the choices they might be forced 
to make with regard to issues 
such as alcohol and drugs. Left to 
write their exams we focus on the 
125 grade-school students and 
show them the film on bicycle 
safety. 

And so came the end of a hectic 
day made especially enjoyable 
and satisfying by a fine bunch of 
students, three most receptive 
school staffs and administrations, 
and a most gracious host, Anne 
MacWhirter. 

The following day I was joined 
by Owen Buckingham, past presi
dent of the Q.F .H.S.A., his lovely 
wife, and Fay Richardson, also of 
the Q.F.H.S.A. The accompany
ing photographs should attest to 
our participation in the New 
Carlisle Home & School Associa
tion's 25th anniversary. 

However Gaspesian hospitality 
did not end there. A side trip to 
Perce, with many thanks to Diane 
(Legresley) Sawyer, and an out
door Bar-B-Q at the MacWhirter's 
brought to an end a memorable 
week-end in June. 

The QFHSA presented the New Carlisle Home & School with a book for the school 
library. Jewel Roy, president of the N.C.H.&S. is seen here accepting the book 
from Owen. 

Wednesdays after school and staf
fed by Home and School ex
ecutive members. 

"Everybody dreaded it when it 
was their turn for the first time," 

Would it work 
for 'your school? 
Ann says, "But afterwacds they 
said 'Oh, put me down to do it 
again, that was fun!" 

A store's operation varies with 
every school that has one. Donna 
Kane, who is starting her second 
year with the well-established 
Valois park school store, says it's 
a smoothly-running enterprise. 
She and her neighbour Ann Jarvis 
have run it all year, taking turns 
babysitting each other ' s 
preschoolers. 

At the end of the school year, 
the teachers give them a list and 
they order the materials from 
Scholarex (formerly Fry's). On 

the first day of school the follow
ing September, the children take 
a list home and return the next 
day with their money and their 
orders. 

For this one day, the store takes 
over a large room and extra 
helpers and cashiers are 
recruited. The children visit the 
store class by class to pick up 
their materials and pay for them. 

The rest of the year the store oc
cupies smaller quarters and is 
open for half-hour periods during 
school hours. The teachers usually 
send one child down with an order 
if anything is required. Business 
is pretty slow after the first week, 
but it picks up again after 
Christmas. 

"The teachers say they find it 
very handy, and many of them 
come in to buy things," Donna 
says. It's easy to reorder if they 
run out of an item. As well as pen
cils and pens, erasers and rulers, 
loose-leaf paper and duotangs, 
they also carry gym uniforms. 

REMEMBER QFHSA HAS MOVED 
SEND YOUR NEWS TO: 

Though some schools, like 
Valois Park, operate their store as 
a non-profit service, others use it 
as a fund-raiser. The store at 
We s tpark, in Dollard-des
Ormeaux, make $2,900 last year, 
which was only its second year of 
existence. · ' · .. BA~~ ~~)'DE~, 2535 Cav~ndish #212 H4B 2Y5 ... 

Pictured here are many of the past officers and members who served over the 
years with the N.C.H.&S. 

Cyrus Journeau, principal of the New Carlisle School, emceed the festivities.T 

Lorne Hayes, who was principal at New Carlisle 25 years ago, and was instrumen
tal in getting a H&S started in New Carlisle, was given a long ovation. He is seen 
here reminiscing those moments. 

EDGEWATER 

Establishes award 
in memory of brothers 

Two brothers who died in 
separate road accidents are being 
commemorated by an award in 
their name at Edgewater School 
in Pincourt. 

The Boze! Award, named after 
former students Michael and 
Steven Boze!, will be awarded for 
special achievement in citizen
ship, academics or sports, or in 
any combination of those. 

BEECHWOOD 

Michael Boze! died on Ile Perrot 
in August, 1978 at the age of 12. 
Steven Bozel died in Burlington, 
Ont. in October, 1982 at the age of 
14. Their mother was an active 
supporter of the Home and School 
Association for many years. 

This year's recipient of the 
Bozel Award was Maxwell 
Fraser. 

Heather McBride 

Spring fling - fun & funds! 
Beechwood School held a day children to play and a variation of 

long Spring Fling for the students the Trivial Pursuits game for the 
and parents of the school late in adults. 
May. Besides being a fun day for For $1.00 you could buy a seat at 
the children the aim was to raise the game and you were permitted 
monies for various school to continue playing until you had 
activities . missed three questions. A real 

Among the many activities and challenge! (As the principal will 
offerings was a make-up table for testify!) This highly successful 
all where you could be \urllf!jl~~tq . ,day of fun earned more thai;i. 
a c16wn: many games suitable for $3000. for the school's use. ' ' • ' ' 
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SRFET'I SCENE SAFETY SCENE 
Safety is a way ·of thinking, annual 

school safetv week 
(CANADA-wlDE) 

october. 17-23, 1983 

One accident with one death is a tragedy, 
One accident with ten deaths is a disaster, 
747 000 accidents in one year, with 5800 deaths and 
265 000 injured are statistics . .. 

Tragedy, disaster, statistic ... 
call it what you may. Have you 
ever heard an anguished 
Mother cry "Nooo" when told 
her child's life has just been 
snuffed out by a senseless acci
dent? That 'no' tears at your 
heart for many days and nights, 
even though that child to you 
was nothing but a statistic. 

It's rather easy for me to sit 
down and write about safety, in 
fact I am often accused of being 
longwinded in my articles. This 
article, however, is very hard to 
write because while I would 
like to get the message across, 
past experience has shown me 
that we are all guilty of know-

ing the basic rules of safety and 
instilling them in our children, 
but of forgetting to put them in 
practice. ii 

If we became a statistic every 
time we forgot to apply a safety 
rule, there would be fewer 
statistics. Unfortunately that is 
not the case and we find 
ourselves over-confident 
and/or careless and too often 
we set the rules aside. But there 
is always that once too often ... 

A new school year has just 
started, let's turn over a new 
leaf, make a "New School 
Year's Resolution.". Think and 
act safely; teach safety to our 
kids! 

The Quebec Safety League 
and the origin of Halloween 

Halloween goes back many, 
many centuries. In medieval 
times, it was known as All 
Hallows and Hallomass. During 
the centuries, it has been both a 
Christian (All Souls Day) and a 
pagan festival. 

In Celtic and Anglo-Saxon 
times, Halloween was the festival 
at the end of the summer named 
Samhain. It marked the beginn
ing of one of the two main seasons 
of the year and was considered by 
many to be the eve of the new 
year. 

The Celtic Festival was 
primarily associated with some of 
the harvest rites and the killing of 
the 'corn spirit' at the reaping of 
the last sheaf. The crops, flocks, 
and herds had to be protected 
from the demons believed to be 
rampant at the turn of the year. It 
was the time to placate the super
natural powers controlling 
nature. There were fire rites, for-

tune telling and masquerades. 
These started out as being very 
serious but became frivolous as 
Halloween passed into the realm 
of folk observances. 

Strange as it may seem, Hallo
ween was thought to be the very 
best opportunity forecasting the 
future. Particularly, the future 
concerned with marriage, luck, 
health and death. The manner of 
forecasting differed in various 
parts of the British Isles. It was 
the only day on which the help of 
the devil was invoked for such 
purposes. 

In Scotland, young people got 
together to guess which one of 
them would marry during the 
year and in which order the mar
riages would occur. Even the 
name, occupation and hair color 
of the future spouse were deter
mined. Young women sowed 
hemp seed on plowed land at mid-

(see HALLOWE'EN p. 13) 

Make it safe_ for the gremlins 
A fun time for youngsters, 

Hallowe'en has become an anx
ious time for parents. Every year 
we read of LSD injected into 
fruit, chocolates, etc.; razor 
blades, pins, etc. inserted into 
fruit; and even cases of poisoned 
treats. But children can still enjoy 
Hallowe'en as long as they and 
their parents follow a few basic 
rules. 
1. Go only to friends and 
relatives homes. 
2. Never accept any "treats" 
from strangers. 
3. Do not eat "treats" until you 
are home and your parents have 
inspected them. 
4. If in doubt, throw "treats" 
away. Better to be safe than 
sorry. 

Don't Forget Street Safety 

With the concern parents have 
regarding "booby-trapped 
treats", they often forget the 
other safety concern - street safe
ty. These rules should be 
followed: 
1. If your child (or you) insist on 
dark clothing (Did you ever see a 

"Hallowe'en Make A Face Kit" in 
time for Hallowe'en. I have seen 
similar products for sale in retail 
stores. 
3. The basic street safety rules ap
ply. Walk on the sidewalk. If 
there is none, walk on the side of 
the road FACING traffic. Do not 
criss-cross the street, i.e., do one 
side of the street, then cross over 
and do the other side of the street. 
4. Remember your friends, the 
BLOCK PARENTS! They are 
there to help you if you are 
bothered by bullies and strangers 
(or if you get lost). 
5. Do not walk alone, always in 
groups! 

Motorists, please! 
On Hallowe'en night, please 

drive carefully. Slow down and 
watch out for our little goblins, 
witches, ghosts, etc. 

Block Parents Take Note! 
On Hallowe'en night our little 

friends need you. Make your sign 
visible in your window. 

Notice to all 
primary schools 

witch dressed in white?), at least Again this year, The Quebec 
sew on some reflective tape. Safety League, in co-operation 
2. Masks are OUT! They reduce with Rowntree MacKintosh, is of-
the field of vision and are fering Hallowe'en Safety 
therefore very dangerous! I notic- materials for classroom use. 
ed in a preview of A VON products If you do not have last year's 
that the company, through its film strips, the League will again 

.. 

Mind 
that 
child 

I 
■ 

The Canada Safety Council's 
annual School Safety Week 
will be observed from the 17th 
to the 23rd October. The 1983 
theme is "Mind That Child" 
and the thrust will be on com
munity involvement. Children 
are our greatest natural 
resource and their safety and 
well-being is our greatest 
responsibility. 

The traffic mix is a very 
hazardous environment for 
children. Lack of courtesy or a 
split second of impatience on 
the part of a driver could have 

Due to budget cutbacks and the lack of funding, the Quebec Safe
ty League will not be sponsoring a school safety week, as it has 
been doing in the past years. Instead, the QSL will co-ordinate 
with the Canada Safety Council's School Safety Week in October. 
The following is the Canada Safety Council president's letter on 
the SCL's campaign. 

tragic consequences. So, when 
driving, always be particular
ly cautious in school zones. 
Come to a full stop when a 
school bus with flashing lights 
is encountered. Do not pass in 
either direction until the warn
ing lights have been turned off 
and it is safe to do so. This is 
the law and children expect 
you to obey it. 

Parents, who have the 
greatest influence on the at
titudes and behaviour of 
children, should become in
volved in school safety pro
grams. Especially, they should 
explain to their children the 
need for school bus discipline 
and obedience to crossing 
patrols. 

Because chil~ren spend so 

much time at school, the 
teachers and staff also have a 
large degree of influence on 
them. School safety need not 
be considered as an "extra" 
subject but should be in
tegrated as a necessary 
lifestyle into every activity. 
The Canada Safety Council has 
a number of curriculum in
tegrated school programs on 
fire, school buses and 
playgrounds. 

Children do not have the ad
vantage of being able to draw 
on years of experience to help 
them in their decision making. 
So it's up to the adults to mind 
that child and to emphasize 
this responsibility during 
School Safety Week. 

Going to School - safely By Car 
Whether your child rides to 

school by car with you or with a 
friend, and whether he sits in 
front or in the back, he should 
wear his seat belt. (In front he 
must, by law). 

By School Bus 
1. Your child should be ready to 
leave home in plenty of time to 
get to the bus stop without 
rushing. 
2. Make sure your child takes the 
safest route to the stop (short-cuts 
can be dangerous). 
3. If your child has to cross the 
street, make sure your child not 
only knows the safe·way of doing 
it, but actually does it. 
4. Your child should not wait on 
the road for the bus, nor should 
your child take part in any horse-
play at the bus stop. _ 
5. Children should enter the bus 
one by one, with no pushing or 
shoving. 
6. Tell your child to sit down and 
remain seated throughout the 
trip. (Injuries are high when 
children neglect to remain 
seated.) 
7. Your child should remember to 
keep his books, lunch box, etc. on 
his knees. Leaving it in the aisle 
could cause someone to trip and 
fall. 
8. If the windows in the bus are 
open, the opening is not for 

childrens' heads and arms to pro
trude from. 
9. A school bus <!river's job is a 
very important one with much 
responsibility, yelling and 
boisterous children distract 
drivers. 
10. Remind your child often of 
the possibility that vehicles will 
pass a stopped school bus with 
flashing lights, even if it is 
against the law! 

By Urban Bus 
Basically the same rules apply 

here as for a school bus. One very 
important factor, however, is to 
remind your child often that an 
urban bus does not have flashing 
red lights warning approaching 
vehicles to stop so that your child 
may cross. Your child has to wait 
until the bus has left the bus stop 
and then proceed to cross as you 
have taught him. (Last year a 
9-year old Ile Bizard youth was 
fatally struck down by an ar
mored truck because he dashed 
out in front of the urban bus he 

Safety Game 
A new safety game has been 

produced for 1983 and is also 
available on request at the 
League office in Montreal. For in
formation call Bella Lafontaine at 
(514) 482-9110. 

had just descended from, forget
ting that it was not his school 
bus.) If your child travels to 

I school by school bus, but has occa
sion to use the urban bus for other 
reasons, remind him of the 
difference! 
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Walking to School 
You should choose the safest 

route for your child and make 
sure he always uses that. route. 
The basics here: 
1. Walk on the sidewalk. 
2. No pushing or shoving. 
3. Cross, wherever possible, at in
tersections, and where there are 
any, with a School Crossing 
Guard. 
4. Remind your child to obey the 
School Crossing Guard. 
5. Look for BLOCK PARENT 

By Bicycle 
Here the basic bicycle safety 

rules apply. The important thing 
here is to make sure your child's 
bicycle is equipped with a good 
carrier for books and lunches. 
Your child's hands must be free to 
control the bicycle, as he cannot 
safely drive his bicycle while 
holding a book or his lunch. 

By Moped 
A Moped is a motorized vehicle. 

Your child does not need a 
driver's permit to operate one. He 
must, however, be 14 years of age 
and carry with him your written 
consent. Otherwise a Moped is 
subject to the same rules and 
regulations that govern motor
cycles - OBLIGATORY: to wear 
an approved helmet; to have a 
rear red light; to have directional 
lights (tum signals); to have a 
brake light; to have a dual brak
ing system (one for front wheel, 
one for the rear wheel, both in
dependent of each other); to have 
a muffling system in good work
ing condition. 

By Metro 
It is suggested, especially with 

the younger set, that you accom
pany your child the first few 
times in order to familiarize 
himself with the route and with 
the safety rules, such as not stan
ding too close to the incoming 
train. Two imperative points: 
1. avoid loitering, and most 
especially, -. 
2. do not talk to strangers. 
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Metro police and/or ticket 
agents are the best sources of 
information. 
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