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The Minister of Education pro
poses to reorganize the present 
dual system of school boards, 
Catholic and Protestant, into a 
unified system with powers over 
school program and operation 
diverted either to the school or to 
the Ministry of Education. 

Though no official document 
has been distributed on this pro
posal to date, it is certain that all 
or some of the following elements 
will be present in the reorganiza
tion proposal. 

The school would become a cor
poration with a board of directors 
elected from parents, the princi
pal and maybe teachers. The 
school would decide on whether 
the school would be Catholic, 
Protestant or other and also to 
determine the 'educational pro
ject' for the school and its services 
to other groups in the community 
it served. 

There would be unified ter
ritorial councils or school commis
sions, based on some 25 schools in 
the same regional county 
municipality, and formed of the 
chairmen of the school corpora
tions. The unified council's role 
would be one of coordination of 
staffing, and planning of the use 

of funds and equipment by the 
schools of the territory. Adult 
educg.tion and • special education 
services would also be under its 
wing. 

Universal suffrage, under 
which every citizen has the right 
to vote in elections of members of 
the school commission, would be 
discontinued. There is little 
reference to the complex of sup-

port services needed to support 
the educational quality of the 
school. The principal would take 
on many of the responsibilities 
presently carried out by the 
school commission or board staff. 

The proposal has stimulated 
concern among present school 
boards since it throws into ques
tion the school system as it is 
known today. 

Everyone's-being dangled/ 
As the Rome & School News goes to press, no White Paper on 

schi:ibli1-:bo'a,1:dr:tr;etirgan'iiatJonWnds:!itst:yet been issued. by the 
Ministe1' of Education, Dr, Camille Laurin. The Minister has 
been indicating since late summer that such a Paper, or even 

. draft legislation, would be tabled imminently. 
Since the first rumours starting circulating in August 1981, 

many groups associated with the elementary and secondary 
school systems in the Province· of Que-bee have been alerting 
tli'¢1ifiublic;);i1Fthi?c,PrQtestant1:sectof>at/1least, to what such- a 
Wlf #e Paper is likelyJg C®t«in. .. ~ 
1S,i~c~x~e._pt,~111b!!r;z;sette"a,l::'11l~mbe_r,,stot the .educational com~ 

ni)Jiiity have, hctt:f occasion to summarize their reactions and 
concerns at the implications of school board reorgan~ation. 
E:ccerpts of their speeches and writings are given in many 
pages of this issue of the NEWS. 

BILL 101 HEARING: 

Date set for 
I: 

November '82 
As announced in the last edition 

of the NEWS, the attorney of 
Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations (QFHSA) ap
peared before Judge Colas of the 
Superior Court of Quebec in 
November to request an early 
date for the hearing of the case. 
The relevant Certificate of Readi
ness had been delivered-to the at
torney for the province of Quebec 
in August 1981 and should have 
been signed and returned by 
September 25, 1981. The attorneys 
for the province claimed, how
ever, that the Certificate of 
Readiness had been sent to the at
torneys for the Attorney-General 
of Canada, since the government 
of Canada is mises.en-eause to the 

QFHSA action. Hearing this ex
planation, Judge Colas ordered a 
stay of proceedings to allow the 
attorneys of the federal govern
ment to return the certificate to 
QFHSA's attorney. 

We waited two weeks in vain 
for the document. Our attorney 
then commenced a new motiol) 
before Judge Forget. This time 
the attorneys for the province did 
not appear. Judge Forget in
structed the Keeper of the Rolls to 
set the hearing for the earliest 
possible date and report back to 
him on January 5, 1982. 

Friday, January 15, 1982, 
QFHSA's legal counsel informed 
Federation that a November 1982 
date had been set. 

"No Place for Sledgehammer Democracy" Out of the 
mouths ... 

There is growing alarm among 
parents in the wake of recent 
reports that the Minister of 
Education is planning major 
changes in the existing school 
board system. The magnitude of 
the concern was clearly 
demonstrated on the evening of 
October 29th when almost 250 in
terested parents and teachers fill
ed the gymnasium at Macdonald 
High School to hear Mr. Lucien 
Rossaert, Vice-chairman of the 
Quebec Superior Council of 
Education speak on the subject 
"Diversity in the Schools of 
Quebec - Not Necessarily 
Pluralist Schools but a Plurality 
of Schools" . 

The Council, a province-wide 
advisory body to the Minister of 
Education has recently completed 
a report on the thorny question of 
educational confessionality. In 
the report the Council concluded 
that drastic changes in the present 
structures are neither necessary 
for the accommodation of dissen
ting religious viewpoints, nor 
desired by the majority of 
parents. To undertake major 
changes at this time will only 
result in a "time and energy 
eroding debate that will do little 
to enhance the quality of educa
tion" Mr. Rossaert asserted. Fur
thermore, "radical measures in 
this area could result in such a 
hardening of positions and 
polarizing of views that the 
necessary concensus for any 
change needed for the satisfactory 

functioning of democratic 
societies would never be 
attained." 

One of the options believed to 
be under active consideration by 
the Minister is the establishment 
of regional school councils to 
replace the existing school 
boards. Anglophones in par
ticular should be extremely wary 
about government attempts to set 
up unified school councils by 
''sledgehammer democracy''. 
They stand to lose control of their 
schools. As a result of the 
guarantees provided in the BNA 
Act there are technically "no 
English schools in Quebec and no 
French schools in Quebec. There 
are only Catholic and Protestant 
schools in Quebec." A conse
quence of this is that anglophone 
control of their own school system 
is guaranteed only because of the 
existence of the confessional 
system and their resulting control 
of the Protestant school boards. 
Under a unified system such con
trol would be lost and schools 
would indeed become "state" 
schools, firmly under the thumb 
of the Minister of Education. Con
trol of the educational system is 
thus the real issue, not 
confessionality. 

It is anticipated that concrete 
proposals will be coming from the 
Minister in the near future. Mr. 
Rossaert urged parents and 
teachers to do their homework on 
this issue now in order to effec
tively engage in any consultation 

process that might be initiated. 
He called for "mature delibera
tions" rather than emotional 
over-reaction and suggested that 
"knowledgeable input by parents 

·and educators could be a major 
contribution in easing the possi
ble harmful effects in the for
thcoming debate." 

Many in the audience were 
clearly worried about the motives 
of the P.Q. government. They 
view this soon-to-be launched in
itiative as a carefully or-

chestrated but cleverly concealed 
attempt to wrest control of 
English education in the province 
from the locally elected school 
boards. Arguments about confes
sionality and economy are merely 
public manipulation ploys design
ed to screen the real intent. 

Other parents were more con
cerned about the "bread and but
ter" issues. What would these 
changes really mean at the level 
of the local school? 
by Jon Percy 
Hudson 

My ten-year-old son 
recently visited the dentist 
to have a tooth extracted. 
The dentist was astounded 
to hear so big a boy ask for 
the tooth to pu.t under his 
pillow that night. 

"Don't tell me you. still 
believe in fairies!" he 
exclaimed. 

"No," replied the boy. 
bu.t I still believe in 
Mommy!" 

'No urgency for radical change I 
■ ■ ■ 

During a period when we must 
all double our efforts and con
tributions in order to ensure 
quality education, during a 
period where we have barely 
learned to live with austerity 
budgets and during a period when 
we should be devoting our atten
tion to revised curricula, pro
viding teachers with updated 
materials and ideas, we are now 
faced with a possible time and 
energy eroding debate that could 
have limited effect on quality 
education. 

The Council was very much 
aware of the danger of imposing 
solutions that could be defended 
but that would upset traditions 
and convictions. In the domain of 
educational confessionality, it 

goes without saying, one must be 
conscious that this is an issue that 
relates directly to basic fun-

..damen t als of life. Radical · 
measures in this area could result 
in such a hardening of positions 
and polarizing views, that the 
necessary consensus for any 
change, needed for the satisfac
tory functioning of democratic 
societies, would never be attain
ed. Sterile debate, social conflict 
and open disagreement would 
transcatd the school system and 
lead to the neglect of the true pur
pose of the school. 

. . . There is no urgency for 
radical change! While maintaining 
confessional schools, the Council 
also recommend, if it be the desire 
of local communities, that schools 

Lucien Rossaert 
Vice-Chairman of the Superior 
Council of Education and 
Secretary-General, 
Richelieu Valley School Board 

of pluralist character and schools 
with confessional cohabitation be 
developed (Protestant and 
Catholic students being educated 
together). 

It was with a definite purpose 
that the Council did not preoc
cupy itself with administrative 
structures. It is believed that any 
action regarding diversity rests 
with individual schools. Much can 
be done within the existing two 
school board networks.' 
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Editorial comment 
these boards, through the Quebec Association of 
Protestant School Boards (QAPSB) principally, 
has been an important intermediary between the 
local populations and the alarmingly powerful 
state apparatus that the Ministry of Education 
has become. 

Massive threat to quality education 
We forsee the eventual (sooner rather than 

later) dissolution of this system with the imposi
tion of the new structures. The system will be 
replaced by a loose network of independent 
schools more or less governed by a somewhat 
remote and perhaps powerless council governed 
by people with little knowledge of English 
education, and undoubtedly in some cases hostile 
to our view of the universe. 

The present Minister of Education clearly in
tends to modify, significantly, the governance of 
the public schools of the province. 

As we understand the rumors and leaks and 
rumors about leaks at this time, the intention of 
the Minister is to replace locally elected boards, 
which are Catholic or Protestant, with "unified" 
structures which are "neutral". These will 
govern a network of schools, some of which will 
be French, some English, some Catholic, some 
Protestant and some "other". 

they been substantially French. Nor has the sys
tem of locally elected decision-making councils, 
with all its imperfections, been unsatisfactory to 
our constituents. 

With the possible exception of part of the West 
Island, the net effect of these proposed new struc
tures would be to place the schools of our boards 
under the jurisdiction of a majority French ad
ministration. Whatever else Protestant .,.boards 
may be, they have not been Catholic, nor have 

I cannot express too strongly the threat that 
this proposal poses to the continuance of quality 
education that we have become accustomed to. 
The Protestant school boards as we have known 
them have constituted a system in two ways. 
First, at the local level, at least the larger boards, 
have been made up of a variety of groups united 
in their devotion to education: the teachers, prin
cipals, administration, commissioners, parents, 
volunteers and members of Home and School. All 
of these groups, whatever legitimate differences 
emerge from time to time, have had the child as 
their central focus. Second, the agglomeration of 

At the recent special meeting of QAPSB, 
resolutions were adopted concerning this pro
blem. I strongly urge Council to support these. In 
addition I urge all of our constituents to become 
actively engaged in resisting this overt threat to 
our schools. Our minimal determination should 
be insistance on control through elected councils 
of English people and the retention of the conf es
sional basis for these councils as guaranteed by 
the British North American Act which for now 
serves for our constitution. 

Joel Hartt 
Chairman, Lakeshore School Board 

Crisis in Education 
Quebec's Catholic and Protestant school boards could be scrap
ped in a massive school re-organization scheme expected to be 
introduced by the government this fall. Protestant teachers 
and school bord officials fear that any such move would fur
ther imperil an already diminishing English school system 
(The Gazette, p.1. Aug. 27, 1981). 

by Dr. Winifred Potter 
Commissioner, PSBGM 

Events are about to occur which 
may be at least as harmful in their 
effect on English language educa
tion as Bill 101-and perhaps 
more so. A bill will shortly be in
troduced by the Parti Quebecois 
Government which seems certain 
to increase government power to 
intervene in education to such a 
degree that education will become 
a state controlled tool of govern
ment policy. 

If press reports and what ap
pear to be "leaks" are to be 
believed, Catholic and Protestant 
school boards as we know them 
will disappear. In their place will 
be regional school councils ap-• 
pointed or elected by a process as 
yet undisclosed, concerned with 
pre-kindergarten, elementary and 
secondary election. They will be 
"neutral" (i.e. non-confessional) 
in form, with French as the work
ing language. An "orientatior. 
committee" of parents, teacher~. 
and principals from each school 
will determine their school's 
characteristics, including whether 
it will be Catholic, Protestant, or 
"neutral", and whether the 
language of instruction will be 
French or English (within the 
limits of Bill 101). 

No doubt, these developments 
will be presented to the public as 
a new advance in freedom of 
public choice. The purpose of this 
paper is to explain why they are 
likely to prove very much the 
reverse. 

In all of Quebec except the Mon
trea_l West Island (and then only if 
the council area boundaries close-
1 y circumscribe the - main 

Anglophone residential areas) In order to achieve their goal, 
non-Francophones will be the Parti Quebecois will avoid 
minorities on Francophone ad- head-on confrontation with 
ministered councils. As a result, defenders of confessionality. 
not only will the Anglophone Under the guise of offering 
community lose their control, but greater freedom of choice to the 
other minority groups who individual, it will soft-pedal the 
cherish the values upheld by the neutralizing of school boards and 
English schools will be equally stress instead its program of the 
affected. freedom of conscience for all to 

On the Protestant side the sup- choose between confessional and 
port for a confessional school non-confessional at the school 
system is not primarily an argu- level. 
ment in favor of proselytizing The kind of Catholicism taught 
students with this or that in schools where there is no 
religious dogma. There are indeed Catholic board to safeguard and 
many teachers and pupils of other promote this religious teaching is 
faiths at these schools today. It is a question Catholic parents must 
an argument in support of the ponder. Can Catholic teaching 
philosophy of schools which em- flourish in a system which is 
phasize faith in the individual structurally neutral? What choice 
and in the individual's academic really will there be between sup
achievement, and, above all, p o s e d 1 y re 1 i g i o u s an d 
freedom of thought and expres- nonreligious schooling when both 
sion. Not irreligious or anti- are rigidly controlled by a govern
religious, it teaches respect for ment which has already shown 
people of all cultural and itself quick to use the classroom 
religious backgrounds and value for the exposition of its own par
for concepts based on the Judaic- ticular political orientation? 
Christian culture. On the other hand, faced with 

In Catholic schools the religious another option, parents of only 
traditions of a Hierarchical nominal faith may be tempted by 
church with credo and catechism the neutral school. Although 
are taught and cherished. The these neutral schools will not be 
vast proportion of French shaped by Catholic beliefs or Pro
Quebecers, are Catholics who testant values, they will not be 
wish to retain their Catholic empty of ideology. They will be 
schools and Catholic school shaped by something else. 
traditions. The point is this: schools that do 

This fact presents a dilemma to not conform to either tradition 
the left wing of the Parti and which lack the guidance of 
Quebecois: how to 'deconfes- school boards may well fall prey 
sionalize' education without to the influence of bureaucracy in 
alienating the mass of Catholic general and of the Parti 
voters? • Quebecois Government in par

.. Quebec Home & School 
ticular. Bearing in mind the 
separatist , collectivist, anti
capitalistic ideology of the Parti 
Quebecois, the message these 
State schools will inculcate in our 
children can well be imagined. ~ NEWS 
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If a neutral school does not 
transmit the values that come 
from the major traditional 
religions, it will insert other 
values-other "isms". Radical in
terpretations of society and 
economic structure; new 
historical interpretations; new 
mores, new attitudes towards 
capitalism, the bourgeois. the 

(see CRISIS, p. 11) 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 
Plan to Streamline Boards 
11Threatens English Schools11 

While the P.A.P.T. (Provincial 
Association of Protestant 
Teachers) is every bit as concern
ed over the proposed implementa
tion of a unified educational 
system, the P.A.P.T. assessment 
of the situation bears certain 
nuances. 

If indeed there is to be change in 
the present school structure, the 
P.A.P.T. would prefer to see a re
organization along linguistic 
lines. To G.T.A. (Gaspe Teachers' 
Association) president Brad 
Syvret, the Q.A.P.S.B. position 
which advocates maintaining the 
status quo and seeking a court in
junction if and when the white 
paper becomes law, translates in
to one thing: years of court battl
ing over what will then be a 'fait 
accompli' . Once the new system 
becomes operational legal 
recourse will come too late to ef
fect any real reversals. For exam
ple, it is only now, three years 
after the fact , that the Quebec 
Federation of Home and Schools 
will have its case against bill 101 
heard before the Quebec Superior 
Court. 

In the view of the P.A.P.T. 
denominational schools no longer 
reflect the reality in Quebec to-· 
day. The Protestant sector has 
developed into the more 
pluralistic system of the two, em
bracing all religious and 
sociocultural groups not at first 
welcomed into the Catholic 
schools. At present, enrolment of 
Catholic students in Protestant 
schools, in some cases is as high as 
50%. Likewise, non-Protestant 
teachers are equally evident. Fur
thermore, were English Catholic 
and Protestants to group together 
in schools, there would be less 
danger of English-language school 
closings. As pointed out by 
Donald Burgess in his article in a 
CQM (Council of Quebec 
Minorities) paper "Unified school 
systems work well (only) where 
there is a linguistically 

by Valerie Gilke+, reprinted from 
SPEC, Dec. 2, 1981 issue. 

homogeneous population 
They do not work well where 
there are two language groups 
because the majority tends to im
pose its laws, institutions and its 
will on that of the minority .. . " 

And, this is precisely where the 
crunch comes. 

Much in the white paper pro
posals is contingent on the good 
graces of the party in power: the 
replacement of universal suffrage 
by non-elected regional coun
cillors, the appointment of socio
economic officials to each of these 
bodies, the provision, every five 
years, for changes in school status 
from 'Protestant' to 'Catholic' or 
'other'. 

Recalling the virtual disap
pearance of English Catholic 
schools in this area, largely due to 
the lack of services in their 
language, Brad Syvret can forsee 
the erosion of existing English 
support services in the Protestant 
system: psychological services, 
special education, guidance 
counselling, speech therapy, etc. 
"English services will continue 
for a time," he believes, "but sup
port services will disappear." 

Moreover, with the M.E.Q. con
trolling financing and curriculum, 
what real powers will be invested 
in the new orientation commit
tees? Busing, maintenance? (Mere 
window-dressing!) In addition, 
these committees are to meet only 
once every three months. "The 
middle structure we now know", 
says Syvret, "will be destroyed." 

In many situations, each school 
will be dealing with the depart
ment directly, obviously with a 
lot less clout than the boards have 
been able to wield. 

Education minister Laurin, in 
his push for a more "neutral" 

(see LOSS, p. 3) 
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9-kao·,~119 ,f,m11 ,7'0/L' ... 
l - (. PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE ........... A big thank you to all those schools who so generously 
helped to raise money on the tag day for the "Forget-Me
Not" campaign held this past September on behalf of 
the Quebec Society for Crippled Children. 

In addition, total donations of $418.39 were made 
towards the tag day by the following schools: Cedar
crest, Northmount, Riverview, and the C.G.I. Youth 
Group of the United Church in the Lakeshore area. 

OWEN BUCKINGHAM 
President 

In total, this year's receipts were up $2,488.44 over 
1980. 

As we start into a new year, 1982, I thought 
I would take this opportunity of summing 
up just what your executive and Federation 
have been doing since September 1981. 

other organizations; Quebec Association of 
Protestant School Boards, Quebec Council 
of Minorities, Positive Action Committee 
and many Home and School Associations 
concerning Dr. Laurin's new proposal bill 
on te reorganization of School Boards. 

1981 "Forget-Me-Not" 
campaign tag day results 

PSBGM schools 
Tag 

Boxes 
Algonquin 50 $ 
Bedford 120 
Beechwood 80 
Carlyle 250 
Cedarcrest 150 
Courtland Park 190 
Dunrae 

Gardens 130 
Edinburgh 90 
Elizabeth 

Ballantyne 50 
Gardenview 150 
Glencoe 130 
Hampstead 250 
Herbert Purcell 200 
Lachine Rapids 30 
LaSalle High 50 
Laurentide 100 
Malcolm 

Campbell 
High 100 
Meadowbrook 30 
North mount 

High 50 
Roslyn 120 
Somerled 100 
Westminster 30 
Westmount 
High 50 
Westpark 250 
Woodland 130 

LSB schools 
Cedarpark 150 
Northview 260 
Spring Gardens 40 

Amount 
426.86 
789.65 
317.29 
924.80 

1,086.37 
571.85 

700.41 
884.34 

653.59 
873.70 
879.23 

1,104.85 
931.35 
272.27 
184.79 
781.03 

296.51 
45.64 

483.95 
602.60 
549.3-1 
134.97 

174.51 
1,532.99 

730.93 

761.36 
1,138.74 

101.57 

Loss .. • (from p. 2) 

system, has invoked a lack of in
terest on the part of parents based 
on low school election turnouts 
averaging 30%. Although this 
may be an average, whenever an 
issue or personality warranting 
attention appears, parents do 
emerge in force. Quebecers, 
whose votes are already solicited 
too often cannot be expected to 
vote for school commissions in 
such numbers as they rejected the 
1980 referendum question. 

But, other than the physical 
changes recommended in the 
white paper, the major shock felt 
in the Protestant sector will be on 
the psychological level. Unelected 
francophones will inevitably 

' dominate on regional councils 
while anyone sitting on the 
school's board of directors will 
have to be thoroughly conversant 
in French. The loss of entirely 
English school boards which, in 
rural areas like the Gaspe, have 
been the focus and the generators 
of much of the local cultural ac
tivities, will be immeasurable to 
the English sense of identity. 

Some observers close to the 
M.E.Q. think the project may be 
but a test balloon to sound out the 
strength of English opposition 
forces. According to this theory, 
should the latter prove to be fair
ly powerful and well-organized, 
the reforms may be temporarily 
shelved for a more opportune mo
ment. The real problem then is to 
somehow manage to sustain the 
momentum of any English 
opposition. 

Laurenval schools 
Chomedey High 30 167.47 
Gordon 80 118.54 
Pierre Laporte 

Memorial 
Prince Charles 

T. H. Bowes 
Rosemere High 
Souvenir 
Twin Oaks 
Western 

Laval High 

50 

200 
50 
30 

150 

440.63 

313.50 
397.72 
251.63 
464.49 

20 77.91 
3,860 $20,167.35 

Our first priority has been, and still is, 
our Bill 101 Case. The Rights Committee, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Cal Potter 
has been meeting regularly and we are now 
in the position where the courts have just 
assigned us a November date. Letters have 
been written to all First Ministers concern
ing sections of Canada's new Constitution 
that have an effect on minority and English 
Language Rights in Quebec. A letter was 
written and delivered to every member of 
parliament concerning this same issue. 
Your Executive has met with a number of 

With the advent of the new Canadian Con
stitution, Dr. Laurin's new proposals for 
reorganizing education in Quebec and our 
Bill 101 case the new year is leading up to 
one of extreme activity on the part of 
Federation. I urge you, as parents, to get in
volved in your local Home and School 
Associations, become informed, become ac
tive. The only way we as parents will have 
a positive effect on the education of our 
children is to become involved. 

Francization & PSBGM 
Dear colleague: 
For the last year and a half, the 

PSBGM Francization Committee, 
a group of Board administrative 
officials, has been meeting, at 
times with representatives of the 
"Office de la langue franc;aise", to 
analyse and study Bill 101 and to 
determine those actions the 
PSBGM would be required to 
take to meet the law's provisions. 
Each article of Bill 101 which af
fects the administration of the 
PSBGM has been thoroughly 
studied and discussed by our 
Committee. 

Many of the requirements, in
cluding the one affecting the 
changes to the signs on PSBGM 
buildings, upset the members of 
our Francization Committee. 
From the very beginning the 
Committee sought ways of 
meeting the provisions of Bill 101 
while at the same time minimally 
inconveniencing its employees 
and the general public. 

The Board has resolved not to 
use educational money to meet 
the requirements of Bill 101. The 
change in signs was put into force 
because the government made a 
supplementary allocation to the 
Board to cover this expense. 
Because of the public outcry, the 
work on our signs was suspended 
and the Board resolved 

• to restore English signs, and 
• to form a sub-committee of 

commissioners charged with iden
tifying the types of signs that 
would satisfy our respective com
munities and at the same time 
meet the requirements of Bill 101. . 
The sub-committee is also to look 
for ways of paying for the new 
signs. 

Bill 101 affects many areas. 
When correspondence covers a 
wide audience and it is not.sent to , 
specific individuals, the law per
mits the use of another language, 
in our case English, as long as 
French is given pre-eminence. 
Correspondence to individuals 
must normally go out in French. 
However, an employee can re
quest material in English. 

Most employees, I believe, will 
not be greatly affected by the pro
visions of bill 101 - at least for 
the moment. However, I cannot 
stress too strongly the need for all 
PSBGM employees to be able to 
work in both English and in 
French. 

I have attached a summary of 
some of the initiatives we must 
undertake and the deadlines we 
are required to meet. I regret if 
some of our actions so far have 
come as a surprise to you. 
Hopefully, the attached summary 
will help circumvent this in the 
future. 

M.R. Fox, 
Director General P.S.B.G.M. 

Timetable set by !'Office de la langue fran\:aise 
Name of the school board, its departments and its schools 
• in its postings Dec. 1982 
• board stationery Dec. 1981 
• on printed matter, various documents, rubber stamps 

and official seal Dec. 1981 
• in any written text Dec. 1981 
Signs and notices placed in public view Dec. 1982 

Printed matter and all correspondence to individuals Dec. 1983 

Printed matter and all correspondence to firms Dec. 1983 

Contracts Dec. 1983 
Written communication with other governments Dec. 1983 

Written communications between governmental 
organizations Dec. 1983 

Working documents (management handbook and policies) Dec. 
1983 

Collective agreements 
Language used by the employees according to 
the requirements for positions 
• establish criteria by the school board 
• put these criteria into effect 

Implemented 

Dec. 1981 
Dec. 1983 

Written communication with the board and its schools Dec. 1983 

Communication relating to meetings (agendas, debates, etc.) Dec. 
1983 

In ·these troubled times 
Promise yourself: 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

To talk health, happiness and prosperity 
to every person you meet. 

To make your friends feel that there is 
something special in them. 

To look at the sunny side of everything 
and make your optimism come true. 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and expect only the best. 

To be just as enthusiastic about the 
success of others as you are about 
your own. 

To forget the mistakes of the past 
and press on to the greater 
achievement of the future. 

To wear a cheerful countenance at 
all times and give every living 
creature you meet a smile. 

To give so much time to the improve
ment of yourself that you have no 
time to change others. 

To be too large for worry, too noble 
for anger, too strong for fear, 
and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble. 

■ ■ ■ 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or 

the pressures of competition 

ECOLE WESTON1NC. 
established 1917 

CO-EDUCATIONAL • NON-SECT ARIAN 

ELEMENTARY & HIGH SCHOOL 

GENERAL ACADEMIC COURSES 
Recognized by the Department of Education 
for the purpose of grants-secondary level 

Permis #749804 pour enseignement 
general elementaire gr. I-VI accorde aux termes 

de la Loi de l'enseignement prive 

WESTON SCHOOL INC. 
124 Ballantyne Avenue South, 

Montreal West 

488-9191 
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World Conference 

It's not hard to help talented kids 
At the Fourth World Conference 

on Gifted and Talented Children 
held in Montreal in late August, 
delegates were treated to a 
presentation by Dr. K. McClusky, 
a psychologist who proclaimed 
"You don't need psychologists!" 
He contended that, while IQ tests, 
creat'ivity tests, and so on are 
useful in identifying the gifted 
and talented, the simplist and 
perhaps the most reliable way to 
identify these children is to ask 
the teacher. Classmates and yes, 
even parents, are also good 
sources for identification. 

Once a child is identified as 
gifted where does one go from 
there? 

One· method of handling the 
"problem" is acceleration, or 
skipping a grade. Sometimes 
parents push for this in the belief 
that a bright child who learns 
faster than his peers wil fare bet
ter with older children. But a 
child's social and emotional 
development must be taken into 
account as well, and it is not 
always advisable to accelerate 
him. Gifted children not only 
work faster, they use different 
thought processes than other 
children, and acceleration does 
not accommodate this need. 

Another way of handling the 
special needs of gifted and 
talented children is segregation, 
or placing them in a special class. 
You may think this is not feasible 
in a small school. Not so! Bloom
ingdale Elementary School in the 
Adirondack Mountains of nor
thern New York State is a rural 
school of approximately 200 
pupils. Two eleven-year-old boys 
from this school presented to the 
delegates their experiences over 
the past two years in their multi
age, multi-grade enrichment 
class. 

In this class research and in
dependant study are emphasized 
and "busy work" is forbidden. 
The regular core subjects are 

taught at a faster rate and in more 
depth than in the regular classes. 
Community resources are utilized 
to the fullest with frequent field 
trips. Local experts are encourag
ed to share their knowledge and 
expertise through classroom 
visits. Especially impressive was 

. the display of banners which were 
designed by these children for the 
Winter Olympics at nearby Lake 
Placid. 

A third option for dealing with 
gifted children is partial pull-out. 
In this type of, program the child 
remains with his peers but is 
withdrawn from class for periods 
of enrichment. This can consist of 
in,depend.ent work, on a special 
assignment or group work with 
other gifted children. A school 
resource center can be developed 
with materials such as an SRA 
Problem Solving Kit made 
available. · · 

Under a mentor program coma 
munity resources widen the op
tions available to the child. For 
example, an artistically gifted 
child could be excused from 

classes to take lessons from a local 
artist, or a small group could visit 
a business office for instruction 
and practice in computer 
programming. 

An important element in all of 
these programs is that you are 
replacing the regular curriculum 
by something more appropriate to 
the child's needs. It should not 
mean double work for the child, 
or he may become turned off. 

If your child's school does not 
have any of these programs there 
is still much that can be done by 
parent volunteers. Chess tour
nam!!nts, debatini competitions, 
a Think Bowl ot Reach-for-the-

. T.op are .exam pies of events that 
ca1r be organized either during 
class time or as extracurricular 
events. Many of our Home and 
Schools run thejr own enrichment 
programs either during lunch
time or after: school. Edgewater, 
Meadowbrook, ·westpark and 
Courtland Park all have exten
sive parent-organized enrichment 
programs 'this year. 

What is your school doing? 

Language is a living art 
A survey undertaken by the 

Council of Ministers of Education 
for Canada notes commonalities 
of English language arts pro
grams in elementary and secon
dary schools in Canada, identifies 
trends and notes current issues. 

Trends which the survey 
reports include recognition of the 
background of students in the set
ting up of programs, increased 
emphasis on oral-aural communi
cation and group dynamics, and 
increased independent and indivi
dualized learning. 

The variety and range of 
materials, both print and non
print, used in language arts in
struction are increasing marked
ly. New categories have taken the 

place of divisions such as com
position, grammar and literature, 
and these include reading, listen
ing, speaking, writing, viewing 
and doing. 

Leaming to write no longer 
finds its base in drill on the 
mechanics. 

Literature is taught by giving 
consideration to live experience, 
emotional impact and as a model 
of effective language. Drama of 
many kinds is becoming more im
portant at all levels of the school 
and through several media. 

And there is preference for 
,canadian materials, with a defi
nite improvement in quality and 
quantity of Canadian adolescent 
material. 

REGISTRATION FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL 
SEPTEMBER 1982 

West Island College 
Registration for Secondary I, II, Ill, IV and V 

Non-denominational and co-educational 

The school motto "Praestantiam consectemur" 
(in pursuit of excellence) is reflected in: 

• challenging and enriched academic programs for students who thrive on 
challenge and achievement 

• small classes with low student-teacher ratios where strengths and 
weaknesses are quickly identified and properly monitored 

• highly qualified and effective instructional staff who are retained and com
pensated for the excellence of their service 

• a complete learning community where social skills, leadership skills, extra
curricular activities and a full sports program complement the demanding 
academic objectives 

• a modern and fully equipped learning environment which facilitates academic 
objectives 

• a complete French immersion program which adds a dimension of challenge, 
of second language acquisition, cultural enlightenment and overall improve
ment in academic performance 

• a firm and sensible discipline which ensure that inappropriate behavior will 
not interfere with learning. 

If you are Interested In quality education 
and wish further Information, please contact 

West Island College 
851 Tecumseh Street 

Dollard des Ormeaux, Quebec H9B 2L2 

683-4660 

Calls for 1982 registration must be received before February 28, 1982 

Exerpts from the 

language of 
instruction 

Canada 
Constitution 
Act, 1981 
Minority Language Educational Rights 
23. (1) Citizens of Canada 
(a) whose first language learned and still 
understood is that of the English or French 

· > -. ·.Iingujs~ic. minority population of the province in 

Continuity of 
language 
instruction 

Application 
where numbers 
warrant 

Rights 
respecting 
certain schools 
1reserved 

which they reside, or . · 
(b) who have received th-eir primary school in
struction in Canada in English or French and 
reside in a province where the language in which 
they received that instruction is the language of 
the English or French linguistic minority popula
tion of tbe province. 
have the right to have their children receive 
primary and secondary school instruction in that 
language in that province. 

(2) Citizens of Canada of whom any child has 
received or is receiving primary or secondary 
school instruction in English or French in Canada, 
have the right to have all their children receive 
primary and secondary school instruction in the 
same language. 

(3) The right of citizens of Canada under subsec
tions (1) and (2) to have their children receive 
primary and secondary school instruction in the 
language of the English or French linguistic 
minority population of a province 
(a) applies wherever in the province the number 
of children of citizens who have such a right is suf
ficient to warrant the provision to them out of 
public funds of minority language instruction; and 
(b) includes, where the number of those children 
so warrants, the right to have them receive that 
instruction in minority language educational 
facilities provided out of public funds. 

29. Nothing in this Charter abrogates or dero
gates from any rights or privileges guaranteed by 
or under the Constitution of Canada in respect of 
denominational, separate or dissentent schools. 

59. (1) Paragraph 23(1)(a) shall come into force 
in respect of Quebec on a day to be fixed by pro
clamation issued by the Queen or the Governor 
General under the Great Seal of Canada. 

(2) A. proclamation under subsection (1) shall be 
issued only when authorized by the legislative 
assembly or government of Quebec. 

COMMENT ... 
''If we don't do 
something soon we'll 
have no school 
boards . .. '' 

• • • REPLY 
'' ... Why stop there? 

The way things are, 
we'll have no schools 

either!'' 
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QFHSA and the Canadian Constitution 
The "Resolution respect4lg the 

Constitution of Canada" was 
adopted by the House of Com
mons on December 2nd, 1981 and 
by the Senate on December 8th, 
and bas now been conveyed to 
Westminster for action by the 
United Kingdom Parliament. 

tention to the special issue of 
minority language rights in 
education. Statement of QFHSA Policy 

During the debate on the pro
posed Constitution, QFHSA was 
a constant participant, first 
through its submissien to the 
Parliamentary Committee a year 
ago, and subsequently through its 
communications with politicians 
and parties in order to draw· at-

A reiterated concern of QFHSA, 
on behalf of the English minority 
in Quebec and the French
speaking minority in other pro
vinces, was the question of in
dividual rights to minority 
language education, and also 
"collective" rights - the right to 
manage schools. 

Approved at Board of Directors meeting of Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations, November 21, 1981. 

Concerning any regulations or laws that effect the present status of 
School Boards. 

QFHSA regularly opposed to 
limitations on the rights •of 
parents to choose the language of 
instruction for their child. 

WHEREAS the Quebec Federation of Home and School Associations 
is involved in'a court case on Bill 101, and 

\ 

WHEREAS the thrust of our case is based on articles on the B.N .A. 
Act which guarantees Protestant and Roman Catholic Education, 
and 

WHEREAS this section of the B.N .A. Act guarantees Confessional 
Education both Protestant and Roman Catholic in the provinces of 
Quebec and Ontario 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations take the stand that any changes in 
our present Educational structures must in no way affect the present 
status of Confessional School Boards until there is constitutional 
guarantee for elected English language school board systems with 
administrative and pedagogical English language support services. 

Background 
As one of the most important sections in our Bill 101 case defends the 
right (or parents to attent either a Protestant or Roman Catholic 
school according to their religious beliefs, and Bill 101 denies this 
right by forcing Protestant children in many of our areas to attend 
French Roman Catholic School the Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations feels that it must support strongly the issue of 
Confessionality in any reorganizational plan that affects our 
schools. 

WHEREAS QFHSA filed on 
December 7, 1978, an Action in the 
Superior Court of Quebec to have cer
tain language and education sections 
of Bill 101 declared Ultra Vires, to 
which Action the Attorney General of 
Canada is mises-en-cause, and 

Resolution 
WHEREAS the extent to which pro
vincial legislation can infringe on the 
constitutionally- protected rights of 
French-speaking Manitobans was 
defined by the Supreme Court deci
sion rendered December 13, 1979, in 
Georges Forest vs. the Attorney 
General of Manitoba, and 

Quebec, with the result that tens of 
thousands of English language 
parents are now to be denied a right 
such parents had exercised prior to 
Bill 101 for over one hundred and 
thirty years, namely, the right to 
choose the language of instruciton for · 
their child through their control of 
their local Denominational School 
Board, a right co-guaranteed by the 
federal government, and 

WHEREAS the Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations 
(QFHSA) originated in 1919 and to
day is the largest independent non
statutory English-speaking parent 
group in Quebec, and 

WHEREAS by Section 91(1) of the 
BNA Act language and school rights 
in that Act cannot be varied or 
altered by the Parliament of Canada 
or the National Assembly of Quebec, 
and 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court of 
Canada in its 1974 decision re 
Leonard C. Jones vs. the Attorney 
General of New Brunswick ruled that 
constitutional rights can be improved 
but not diminished, and 

WHEREAS Quebec's Bill 101 
diminished language and educational 
rights in the BNA Act that have 
prevailed since before Confederation, 
and 

WHEREAS QFHSA's Brief of June 3, 
1977, on language and educational 
rights was denied a hearing by the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Na
tional Assembly sitting on Bill 101, 
and 
WHEREAS QFHSA's Legal Petition 
of September 12, 1977, to the Prime 
Minister of Canada to refer Quebec's 
Bill 101 to the Supreme Court of 
Canada was rejected, and 

WHEREAS in his statement of Oc-

tober 6, 1977, the Prime Minister 
acknowledged that Quebec's Bill 101 
affects adversely the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of Canadians, 
and particularly the security and 
development of the English-speaking 
community in Quebec, but justified 
not referring that Bill directly to the 
Supreme Court because the federal 
government preferred that litigation 
be pursued through the courts and the 
issues be determined by them in the 
normal way, and 

WHEREAS on March 10, 1978, the 
federal government issued a 'com
munique' relating to "financial 
assistance for court challenges to pro
vincial legislation restricting 
language rights" wherein it stated: 

"The courts decided over 60 years ago 
that Section 93 did not provide 
language guarantees with regard to 
education in Ontario in the context of 
rights entrenc~d at the time of Con
! ederation. The same issue has never 
been determined by the highest 
courts with respect to Quebec and 
some members of Quebec's English
speaking minority claim that their 
rights under Section 93 respecting 
denominational schools are infringed 
by Bill 101. THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS IT IM
PORTANT TO OBTAIN LEGAL 
DEFINITIONS OF THE EXTENT TO 
WHICH THE CONSTITUTION PRO
TECTS OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
MINORITIES." (our italics), and 

WHEREAS QFHSA 's Brief of 
December 1980 addressing language 
and educational rights in the propos
ed Constitution Canada, 1980, was 
denied a hearing by the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on the 
Constitution, and 

WHEREAS QFHSA wrote to the pro
vincial premiers and the Prime 
Minister on October 27, 1981, stating 
it supported the minority official 
language educational rights of the 
proposed Constitution· Canada, 1981, 
but recommended they be broadened 
to full freedom for parents regarding 
choice of official language for instruc
tion in school, and 

WHEREAS by the Accord of 
November 5, 1981, all the First 
Ministers with the exception of 
Premier Levesque accepted a version 
whereby all parents who are Cana
dian citizens and whose mother 
tongue is that of the official language 
minority of the province could freely 
choose the language of instruction for 
their children where the numbers 
warrant, and 

WHEREAS that Accord was subse
quently by telephone negotiations 
behind-the-scene with provincial 
premiers changed to restrict Article 
23(l)(a) to provinces other than 

WHEREAS the suspension of Article 
23(l)(a) in relation to Quebec differen
tiates between native-born and 
naturalized Canadian citizens and 
thereby violates the letter and spirit 
of Article 22 of the Canadian Citizen
ship Act, and 

WHEREAS a member of the Federal 
Parliament from Quebec has publicly 
announced he will vote against the 
resolution for Constitution Canada, 
1981, because the latter ignores its 
diminution of the guaranteed equali
ty of rights of the English-speaking 
minority in Quebec while extending 
such equality of rights to French
speaking minorities outside Quebec, 
and 

WHEREAS QFHSA has presented a 
motion in the Superior Court of 
Quebec for an early date to be set for 
the Hearing of its Action against 
Quebec's Bill 101, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED 
THAT QFHSA appeal to the Parlia
ment of Canada and to the Provincial 
Premiers requesting them to abide by 
the stated intention of the federal 
government "to obtain legal defini
tions to the extent to which the Con
stitution protects official language 
minorities", and to this end ask that 
they suspend the amendment to Arti
cle 23(l)(a), that would make an ex
ception for Quebec, until such time as 
the Supreme Court of Canada has rul
ed on the constitutionality of 
Quebec's Bill 101. 
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''\1:· ·, ' 

e need Our existing school boards 
are vital institutions 

protecting the fundamental - · s h. I principles of our 

Our C 00 children's education. 
School boards are parents and 

B 
concerned individuals from all walks of 

0 life working to make sure that -
education corresponds to the needs of 

the community, not the needs of partisan 
political appointees or distant technocrats. 

Our school boards are a part of the vital checks and 
balances at the heart of the democratic process. They ensure that parents have a 

strong voice in the classroom, and that our children aren't suQjected to the 
arbitrary aims of political parties. 

We need our school boards to be sure that we'll be able to pass our culture and 
traditions to future generations. School boards preserve the right of minorities to 

speak for themselves, providing locally-tailored educational services and cultural 
resources needed by individual (and often unique) communities throughout Quebec. 

School boards are the best way we know to bring \/_ 1'dr 
about changes in the system without losing local I~ 

control ... to respond to the changing times without 
forfeiting the quality of education for our child~en. School Boards 

Our school, boards do a goodJob. W kJ 
We need our sdlool boards. Or 

Quebec Association Of Protestant School Boards. Bedford • CowansvillEl • Chateauguay Valley • Lake St Louis 
Ormstown • Eastern Quebec • Greater Quebec • Greater Seven Islands 

Saguenay • St Maurice. • Eastern Townships • St. Francis 
Lennoxville • Gaspesia • Chaleur Bay • Gaspe • Lakeshore • PSBGM 

Laurentian • Laurenval • du Littoral • South Shore • Richelieu Valley 
St Lawrence •South Central •Western Quebec •Greater Hull 

Northwestern Quebec • Pontiac • Laurentienne • Baie Comeau • Rouyn 
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Reorganization 
MANY MEETINGS HAVE BEEN HELD: 

Parents are really concerned 
More than 700 concerned 

educators and parents from all 
parts of the province gave up a 
sunny Saturday on October 31st 
in order to attend a full day of in
form at ion meetings and 
workshops organized by a Special 
Task Force of the Quebec Associa
tion of Protestant School Boards 
(QAPSB). The gathering held at 
West Hill High School in Montreal 
marked the opening salvo of a 
campaign to defend the present 
system of Protestant school 
boards. 

QAPSB President, Dr. John 
Simms, said that the response 
was even better than anticipated. 
"These people have travelled 
from every part of the province to 
attend and they're here to fight. 
They believe that our school 
boards work and they're going to 
carry that message back to every 
corner of the province," he said. 
"While the school boards are 
prepared to embrace rational 
reform to better accommodate the 
minorities, to improve the elec
toral process and to improve 
educational administration," Dr. 
Simms continued, "we can see no 
justification for dismantling the 
present system." 

"The government's highest ad
visory body - the Superior Coun
cil of Education - has just 
published a report saying that 
there is no need for drastic 
changes in the system. The 
parents at this meeting believe 
that the government plans to take 
away one of their basic tights in a 
democratic society. School boards 
as they exist," said Dr. Simms, 
"are one of the checks and 
balances that keep our society 
free." 

During the morning session par
ticipants heard a number of 

speakers presenting stimulating 
and informative papers on 
various aspect of the current 
situation. Dr. L.P. Patterson, 
Vice-chairman of Task Force 81, 
outlined the nature and purpose 
of the Task Force and what it 
hoped to accomplish at the 
meeting. Dr.- Robert Lavery, 
Director General of the 
Lakeshore School Board, discuss
ed the administrative and. finan
cial implications of the proposal. 
He concluded by emphasizing 
that "our arguments in defense of 
locally elected boards> with tax
ing powers, should be backed up 
with solid data as well as 
ideological conviction. It is im
perative that we understand in 
some detail what is at stake in 
practical terms and be able to 
refute specious numerical 
arguments which have a certain 
public appeal." 

Mr. Ian Trasler, Deputy Direc-

Check to see if 
your school has 

a task force 

tor General of the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Mon
treal, elaborated on the 
pedagogical and cultural implica
tions of the Minister's proposals. 
"I do foresee . . . English parents 
having difficulty in maintaining 
services for Anglophone children 
when they are in every case work
ing from a minority position 
within the proposed councils and 

even within many school corpora
tions," he stated. "We must have 
an English intermediary body 
between the school and the 
ministry if we are to have the 
resources to support our schools 
or in some cases to have our own 
schools," he concluaed. 

Mr. Marcel Fox, Director 
General of the PSBGM, presented 
a well received paper entitled 
"Thus Far - But No Further". He 
stated that we must stand up to 
the government and with a "cool, 
collected, calm and firm Laurin
like determination" emphatically 
stated that "for the English 
speaking community powers of a 
confessional and linguistic nature 
placed at the school level are 
simply not sufficient and accep
table. An intermediary structure 
placed between the school and the 
Ministry is required and, 
whichever type of intermediary 
structure is envisaged, it will 
have to be an English-speaking 
structure in order to be able to 
satisfy the needs of the English
speaking school system . . . No 
other solution can be and will be 
accepted." 

During the afternoon par
ticipants broke up into smaller 
discussion groups to discuss the 
proposals and recommend ways 
of fighting their implementation. 

Dr. Simms concluded that "-the 
response to this meeting has been 
very positive. We're going to 
show the government that the 
population wants to keep confes
sional boards. We're going to 
show the government that we 
don't want the education of our 
children decided by bureaucrats 
under the control of partisan 
politicians at the provincial 
level." 

Confessionality, Pluralism 
and the Protestant School 
E. George Cochran 
Retired PSBGM director of In
structional Services 

Persons from outside Quebec 
have often found it difficult to 
understand and to appreciate our 
duel system. 

. . . In Quebec, unlike the other 
provinces, there was a large 
Roman Catholic majority who 
desired a distinctively Catholic ' 
education for their children. And 
there was a non-Roman Catholic 
minority that was, and remains, 
adamantly opposed to sending its 
children to Catholic schools. In 
other provinces it has been the 
non-Roman Catholics who have 
been in the majority and who 
have, therefore, been able to 
establish what we might call 
public systems of education that 
reflected their own philosophy 
and beliefs. 

. . . But the Catholic school is, 
by definition, uni-confessional. 
Not so, increasingly not so, the 
Protestant, and that has led to 
misunderstandings. If we are go-

jpg to defend Protestant educa
tion and fight for its survival in 
contemporary Quebec it is ob
viously imperative that we know 

precisely what we are defending 
and fighting for. 

It appears to me that there are 
two dimensions that we have to 
look at: one is the underlying 
spirit, philosophy if you prefer, of 
Protestant education; the other is 
the moral and religious education 
component. 

The Protestant Committee iden
tified the following as the aims of 
the Protestant school: 

1. To promote excellence 
of educational stan
dards open to the . 
testing of new ideas 
whenever and wherever 
they emerge. 

2. To be aware of and 
have a respect for the 
religious convictions of 
parents (or guardians) 
whose children attend 
Protestant schools. 

3. To provide an education 
conducive to the fullest 
development of per
sonality and an 
awareness of human 
worth. 

4. To ensure that moral 
and religious instruc
tion is based upon 

sound educational prin
ciples and is related to 
life and experience. 

5. To transmit, as objec
tively as possible, the 
full range of its cultural 
heritage, including the 
inter-relationships of 
Judaeo-Christian faith, 
Graeco-Roman civiliza
tion and scientific and 
technological thought. 
We teach moral develop

ment and transmit values either 
by design-with focus, prepara
tion and meaning-or by default. 

If it is by default, we are sen
ding, and at least some of our 
students will be receiving, a very 
clear, albeit unintended, message: 
morals and religion and values 
are not important, for if they 
were important the school would 
find a place for them. 

. . . Non-confessional schools 
can be established, staffed and ad
ministered by the existing confes
sional boards, both Catholic and 
Protestant. There is no valid 
justification for dismantling our 
present structures simply to res
pond to the legitimate wishes and 
aspirations of what remains a 
small minority of the population. 

It's shaping up 
to be the most 
drastic 
educational · 
change in the 
last 100 years. 

Protestant School Board$ 

Position on 
School Reorganization 

At the annual meeting the Quebec Association of Protestant School 
Boards in October, 1981, the following resolutions were passed as its 
response to expected announcement of reform in school board organiza
tion and management. 

1 

2 
I 

3 
4 

5 

THAT the QAPSB insist that the Minister of 
Education accept the principle that Protestant 
Schools require the support of a system of locally 
elected Protestant School Boards; and 

THAT the Q.A.P.S.B. insist that the Minister 
of Education in his re-organization proposals in
clude the continued existence of locally elected 
Protestant School Boards with real powers to 
manage, operate, maintain and develop their 
constituent schools. 

TH.AT the Q.A.P.S.B. support the fundamental 
principle of our schools receiving educational 
support services from boards elected locally as at 
present and that our schools within the Protes
tant school system continue to receive these ser
vices from locally elected Protestant boards. 

THAT the Q.A.P.S.B. investigate further 
changes in structures or organization which could 
lead to an increase in the operational efficiencies 
of Protestant school boards. 

THAT the Q.A.P.S.B. support the efforts of 
English-speaking groups to organize a system of 
Anglophone services throughout the Province; 
and 

THAT the Board of Directors be empowered to 
fully participate in the development of such a 
plan. 

THAT the Q.A.P.S.B. is determined to use all 
the means at its disposal to co-ordinate efforts, 
and co-operate with other like-minded groups in 
Quebec and other provinces in its resolve to pro
tect and provide such services and institutions to 
which we feel all minority groups are rightfully 
entitled. 
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REORGANIZATION .. 

Financial and Administrative Implications 
Dr. R.E. Lavery 
Director-General, 
Lakeshore School Board 

When speaking about ad
ministration, I wish first, in the 
interest of clarity, to make a 
distinction between governance 
and administration as such; this 
distinction is not often made in 
French, where school commis
sioners routinely refer to 
themselves as administrators. In 
English we generally refer to 
them as policy-makers or 
(som'ewhat reluctantly 
sometimes) as politicians. Ad
ministrators are, in English, 
generally considered to be the 
hired hands. 

There is a cliche to the effect 
that war is too important to be 
left to the generals. Education is 
important, too. A possibly 
analogous statement could be that 
education is too important to be 
left to any single participant; not 
the state, not the parents, not the 
teachers, not the administration, 
not the elected commissioners 
alone. 

The English communities, 
especially in North America, have 
a long tradition of local gover
nance of education through some 
form of universal suffrage. It is 
admittedly only one form of 
democratic government; 
however, it is the worst system, 
as Churchill said, except for all 
the others. The question of 
universal suffrage is, in my opi
nion, at the very heart of this 
debate. 

With regard to administration 
as meaning the organizational 
structure of services manned by 
public employees (of whom there 
are at present 29,000 in the 
boards), my reading of this bird's 
entrails leads me to believe that 
there will be fewer and that they 
will be in the employ of the ter
ritorial councils. 

Current administrative struc
tures can be broken down into 
line and staff. The line begins 
with the Director-General who is 
charged with the application of 
provincially and locally deter
mined policies and ends with the 
school principal. According to the 
proposal, many of these line 
responsibilities will devolve 
directly to the principal, with no 
intermediaries. 

Staff functions are chiefly in 
the area of personnel and 
pedagogy. These too will devolve 
to the school level, which, as we 
have seen, will have powers in the 
area of texts, programmes, staff
ing and syndical relations. 

Administering these aspects of 
the organization sho1,1ld be an in
teresting challenge to the school 
principal, to say the least. This 
could conceivably be achieved by 
the Ministry establishing a com
plete set of minute directives and 
instructions, which it has already 
demonstrated a proclivity to do, 
leaving little real leeway at the 
level of the school, in which case 
it would be difficult to imagine 
what subjects would be 
deliberated by the board of 
governors. 

Since the territorial councils ap
pear to have no pedagogical 
responsibilities other than in the 
area of special education, it is to 
be supposed that the specialists 
referred to in the proposal are 
technocrats in the fields named, 
to wit finance and legal records. 

If this is the case, there appears 
to be no possibility for local cur
riculum support services, which is 
ominous to say the least. This in
terpretation would seem to be 
confirmed by the promise of 
English curriculum development 
within the Ministry. But Ian 
Trasler will be speaking to the 
pedagogical implications later. 

What we are contemplating, 
then, is the possibility of a state 
network of individual schools 
each go1verned in essence by rules 
and regulations established by 
the state. 

The financial implications are 
at least dimly discernible. As was 
pointed out earlier, the territorial 
councils will have no taxing 
power. Since the advent of Law 
57, the present boards can raise no 
more than 6% of their net expen-

ditures, which averages about 
$125. per pupil. This is about 15% 
of all the expenditures of boards 
other than teachers' salaries. 
Province-wide, it represents a 
global sum of ·134 million dollars. 

It seems unlikely that the pro
vincial treasury will replace this 
yield of the real estate tax from 
general revenues, for two reasons. 
First, the government has already 
removed in the interest of 
economy, arbitrarily, $46 million 
from the boards' budgets in the 

''So Far But No Further'' 
In 1964 the government laid out 

the basis of a new school system 
directly placed under its own con
trol. Progressively ever since, the 
powers of the provincial govern
ment in the field of education 
have steadily increased whereas 
School Boards have little by little 
lost their independence in every 
respect. Step by step, School 
Boards have been deprived of 
their freedom of action in the 
field of curriculum development, 
school organization and have fur
thermore lost their direct fiscal 
powers. From independent local 
government units they have been 
turned into mere administrative 
units entirely at the mercy of the 
government. Provincial govern
ment controls, restrictions, rules 
and regulations have become so 
stringent, that little room for in
itiative and decision-making is 
left at the level of the School 
Boards. Too numerous have been 
the changes over the last two 
decades to be able to enumerate 
them all here, but you still 

remember most of them! Let me 
remind you, however, of the 
latest change, namely the im
plementation of new budget 
rules. These rules put into force in 
1979-80 resulted in putting the 
School Boards directly at the mer
cy of the Ministry of Education by 
cutting their very supply lines of 
financial resources. 

At the beginning of 1979, the 
government invited represen
tatives of all School Boards of the 
Province to a three-day con
ference in Quebec City in order to 
unveil to them its new plans for 
financing School Boards. School 
Boards were asked to yield their 
field of taxation to the 
municipalities and in return they 
would receive direct government 
grants to cover educational needs 
and would still keep the right to 
tax up to a maximum of 6% of 
their budget in order to cover 
specific local needs. 

After long discussions and 
debates, the School Boards, in a 
$pirit of i;ooperation accepted the 

current year and second, we are 
all aware that the province 
already has a $3 billion debt and 
counting. 

There is no doubt that in some 
areas, especially in densely 
populated territories, that there 
are duplications of service, and 
they need to be identified, with 
the boards, and eliminated. 
However, the boards have 
already shown a remarkable 
ability to adapt to the constraints 
imposed by the deadline in 

Marcel Fox, 
Director-General, 

enrollment. 
An examination of Ministry 

statistics which I carried out last 
year, covering a period in the late 
seventies, revealed that as the 
pupil population declined at 
about 4% a year, the number of 
professional consultants and ad
ministrators employed by boards 
declined at about the same rate. 
However, the number of profes
sionals in the Ministry itself ac
tually grew. 

Portestant School Board of Greater Montreal. 

plan and put themselves totally at 
the mercy of the government. At 
this conference it was clearly 
stated by-the authorities in charge 
that School · Boards will not be 
dismantled and promises were 
made that a study of the respon
sibilities of School Boards will be 
undertaken so as to define them 
clearly and have them enshrined 
in the Education Act more 
specifically and clearly then they 
are now. This study was never 
made. 

. . . Can School Boards 
reasonably continue to be con
ciliatory? In the iight of 
developments that seem to lie 
ahead, can the community, 
especially the English-speaking 
community, still expect to be able 
to control the destiny of its 
schools? This is doubtful and it 
becomes, therefore, imperative 
that ways and means be found in 
order to take at long last a firm 
stand so as to save what can still 
be saved. 

. . . The exact plans are as yet 

not known and it is of course dif
ficult to assess the unknown, if 
not impossible. But what is possi
ble as of now, is to define together 
what the community really wants 
in the field of education, to state 
it clearly and to develop 
strategies in order to obtain it. 

. . . It can be said already that 
for the English-speaking com
munity powers of a confessional 
and linguistic nature placed at the 
school level are simply not suffi
cient and acceptable. An in
termediary structure placed bet
ween the school and the Ministry 
is required and whichever type of 
intermediary structure is envisag
ed it will have to be an English
speaking structure in order to be 
able to satisfy the needs of the 
English-speaking school systemj 
just as much as it is deemea 
necessary to have a French
speaking structure in order to 
satisfy the needs of the French
speaking school system. No other 
solution can be and will be 
accepted. ................................................. 

Here's where others stand on the· issu 
Below are the positions (as of press time 10 December) 
which have been adopted by various groups on the issue of 
reorganization. The positions are grouped by teachers, 
school board groups, administrators, parents and "other''. 
We have concentrated on the Montreal area and organi
zations at the provincial level Within each group, we have 
tried to group together, whenever possible, the French 
Catholic and the English Catholic equivalents to the organi
zations which operate in our own milieu.~ Though a code 
was chosen for purposes of simplicity, most of· these 
positions were far more nuanced The Association apologizes 
to any group to whom this coding does a diirservice. 
Nuances to this coding are indicated at the express wish of 
the association. 

C = confessional 
L = linguistic 
Le = linguistic with confessional guarantees 
U= unified 
X = no position yet 

(We would appreciate being advised of any change in 
position or missing information as the situation evolves.) 

Teacher groups 
MT A Montreal Teachers Association (2300 members) L 

P APT Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers (6000) L 

FESCT Federation of English-speaking Catholic Teachers Le 

PACT 

APM 
CEQ 

(P Acn osoo> 
Provincial Association of Catholic Teachers ( 4000) Le 

Alliance des professeurs de Montreal (CEQ) (8000) U 

Centrale de Y enseignement du Quebec (85,000) U,X1 

1 X for Mtl., U for rest of province 

Employer groups 
QAPSB Quebec Association of Protestant School Boards c2 
FCSCQ Federation des commissions scolaires catholiques X 

du Quebec 

PSBGM Protestant School Board of Greater Montreal C 

CECM / MCSC Commission des ecoles catholiques de C 
Montreal / Montreal Catholic !khool Commission 

Administrative groups 
ADG Association of Directors GeneraL Protestant L 

School Boards of Quebec 

ADGEQ Association des directeurs generaux des ecoles du X 
Quebec (includes English-Catholic Deputy 
Directors-General) 

QASA Quebec Association of School Administrators X 
(Protestant) 

QACSA Quebec Association of Catholic School A~rs Le 

FQDE Federation quebecoise des directeurs d'ecoles I.U3 
(provincial) 

MASA Montreal Association of School Administrators L 
ACPM Association of Catholic Principals of Montreal C 

ADEM Association des directeurs d' ecoles de Montreal X 

ADES Association of Directors of English Schools ( cadres) Le 

ACM Association des cadres de la CECM X 

ACSQ Association des cadres scolaires du Quebec u4 
(all cadres in Catholic boards except CECWMCSQ 

AAO Association of Administrative Officers, PSBGM C 

2 Except Eastern Townships Reg. School Bd. L 
3 L for MtL U for rest of province 
4 Unified boards, with schools of both languages and confessions. 

........................................................................... ~ 
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REORGANIZATION 
Ian Trasler 

Pedagogical and Cultural Implications Deputy Director-General, 
Protestant School Board 
of Greater Montreal 

Instructional Services 
The Ministry of Education of 

Quebec has undertaken the am
bitious task of rewriting every 
course in the course of study - a 
task that few departments of 
education have attempted before, 
either in Canada or in the United 
States. The subject consultants of 
the PSBGM, the Lakeshore 
School Board, the Montreal 
Catholic School Board - English 
Sector, as well as those of other 
boards have been active along 
with a number of qualified 
teachers in these new rewrites. 

Further, under the Regimes 
Pedagogiques the development of 
supplementary courses at the 
school board and school level is 
anticipated. Again the subject 
consultants will be required to 
play an active role in the develop
ment of these courses. As in the 
past it is expected that they will 
act as team leaders of groups of 
teachers of the particular subject 
or discipline. 

Once the writing of the basic 
courses is complete, the subject 
consultants will be required to 
organize and to give workshops to 
teachers. I would anticipate that 
these same consultants may have 
to serve the teachers of the 
smaller boards as there are too 
few subject consultants presently 
in the regional offices who are 
able to run a workshop in 
English. 

The Instructional Services 
Department consultants are also 
active in developing the evalua
tion policy for the school board. 
In fact, in a number of boards the 
consultants have developed clear 
course outlines, objectives and 
board-wide tests for the present 

elementary programs. Teacher 
tests, board tests and finally the 
high school leaving examinations 
are all important parts of the 
total teaching and evaluation pro
cess. Subject consultants are very 
much involved in the develop
ment of the last two. 

These professionals also act as 
trouble shooters in aiding schools 
where the evaluation process in
dicates there is a problem, that is, 
they support and help the 
teachers. 

Further, the subject consultants 
of any board form a group of pro
fessionals who keep themselves 
up-to-date with the progress of 
the development of new ideas in 
each of the subject areas - these 
ideas are then ,passed on to 
teachers. 

It is obvious that the demands 
of the Regime Pedagogique in the 
very near future will require a 
great deal of coordination of the 
consultant services if the needs of 
all schools and of all teachers are 
to be met. 

Student Services 
Let us now tum our attention to 

the work of the professionals 
found in Student Services Depart
ments. In larger boards, this will 
include guidance consultants, 
psychologists, special education 
consultants, speech therapists 
and work-study consultants. 

Guidance consultants at the 
board level support the work car
ried on by guidance counsellors 
who work with the students in the 
secondary school. 

Psychological services are pro
vided at both the elementary and 
the secondary level to identify 
and prescribe the treatment for 

children experiencing problems 
with either learning or behaviour. 

Special education consultants 
provide support to the teachers of 
exceptional children by develop
ing individual programs and pro
viding materials designed 
specifically for certain types of 
handicaps. 

Speech therapists provide for 
those students who require 
specialized attention in language 
development. 

Work-study and career advisors 
work with senior secondary 
school students by organizing 
work-study sessions that allow 
young people a chance to ex
perience the world of work first
hand. 

I fully realize that the profes
sionals I have been discussing do 
not exist in many of the small 
Protestant boards throughout 
this Province. But I also know 
that workshops do take place and 
professionals from the larger 
boards as well as support people 
from the universities are often 
brought in to help and to offer 
their expertise to the local 
administrator-professional and 
teacher in the rural areas. In fact, 
there are professionals working 
out of the Regional Offices of the 
Ministry of Education but I have 
heard a rumour once again that 
these people may be reduced in 
number. 

What effect will Dr. 
Laurin's proposal have? 

The details that have leaked out 
envision one hundred boards or 
councils off-island and possibly 
ten on-island. It is also obvious 
that in these councils, the English 

will be in a minority position. 
Even in the western section of 
Montreal Island it is possible to 
draw the boundaries of the new 
councils in order to maintain the 
French superiority position. 

The present school board 
organization is one in which there 
are thirty-three (33) Protestant 
boards. If all elementary boards 
were to amalgamate with the 
regional boards, then this number 
would be reduced to nine boards 
off-island and two boards on
island in the Protestant sector - a 
far cry from being divided among 
one hundred and ten unified 
boards. The present Protestant 
boards are operating many small 
community schools - but the 
main things is they are operating 
them. 

Let me give you but one exam
ple - there are many more. The 
elementary schools in North 
Hatley and in Sawyerville were 
kept open years after the French 
schools had been closed in those 
towns and the children bused to 
larger centres. 

What would you find under Dr. 
Laurin's plan of one hundred 
councils - a few classrooms or 
even one classroom of English 
students in French schools scat
tered throughout the Province. 
With complete schools to serve the 
English in the larger urban cen
tres only - (that is, those on or 
about the Island of Montreal and 
in Quebec City) what type of 
English support system would we 
find for those teachers? 

Schools in the larger 
metropolitan areas about and on 
the Island of Montreal would be 
better off for a few years. Bµt ten 
councils for the Island would ................................................ 

,ue of Reorganization 
Parent groups 
CPC Central Parents Committee, PSBGM represents X 

70 school committees) 

FCPIM Federation des comites de parents de l'ile de X 
Montreal ( represents 8 central parents committees 
Fr~nch. English. Catholic, Protestant) 

QFHSA Qu.?bec Federation of Home&: Schools Associations C 
(7,500 families) 

ESPCC English-Sector Parents Coordinating Committee, Le: 
MCSC ( equivalent to our CPO 

ESCC English-Speaking Catholic Council (represents Le: 
English-Speaking Catholic community: parents, 
comrr issioners, teachers, clergy, business persons, 
academics; founded on~year ago) 

Comite central des parents de la CECM 
(repr~ents 205 school committees) 

FCPPQ Federation des comites de parents de la province u6 
du Quebec (represents 225 Catholic school committees) 

Association des parents catholiques du Quebec C 
(60,000 individual parents, not school committees) 

Mouvement scolaire confessionnel du Quebec C 
(coalition of 20 Catholic organizations such as 
Knights of Columbus, Daughters of Isabelle, etc.) 

In generaL parents seem bewildered, as do other groups.to 
varying degrees, regarding the implications of reorganization. 
Most groups are presently studying the situation and all insist on 
being properly consulted before any plan is implemented. The 
school as the most important level of the system, with parents 
having sufficient power, were characteristic demands. Parents 
generally believe that it is essential to have the school board as 
intermediary between them and the Ministry. 

5 Dissociates itself for the moment from FCPPQ position. 
6 Unified boards 

Information gathered from 
Montreal Teachers Association 

At time of writing, at least 12 PSBGM school committees 
had written to the PSBGM's Chairperson and to the Island 
Council to demand that the status quo be maintained, at least until 
parents have had time to properly study the situation. 

Seiveral meetings have been organized either by QAPSB, 
PSBGM or individual school committees to gain information. 
'I> APT President Harvey Weiner participated in the meetings held 
at Riverdale High (organized by the Herbert Purcell School 
Committee), at Western Laval High School (organized by the 
Laurenval school committees), and two meetings in the Gaspe. 

Other 

CQM 

ACM 

BPA 

ABO 

NISA 

CWL 

csc 

McGill Faculty of Education 

Council of Quebec Minorities (represents 42 groups) 

Superior Council of Education 

Association of Consultants of Montrea~ PSBGM 

Business Professionals Association, PSBGM 

Association of Business Officials, PSBGM 

Non-Instructional Staff Association, PSBGM 

Catholic Women's League, Quebec Provincial Council 
(1000 English-speaking Catholic women in Quebec) 

Participation Quebec 

Island Council of Montreal 

Central Students Committee, PSBGM 

Reprinted from "Association", 
Vol. 14. No. 2, Dec. 1981. 

L 

X 
7 -

C 

C 

X 

X 

Le: 

X 

u8 
X 

7 Doesn't address itself to boards; favours multiconfessional schools. 
8 For deconfessionalization; not opposed to exploring linguistic 

boards. 

................................................ 

mean an average of seven to eight 
thousand English students under 
the jurisdiction of each council. It 
is just not economically feasible 
to hire a full slate of subject con
sultants or special education con
sultants for that number of 
students. 

Dr. Laurin has stated that 
parents will have more control, 
more influence over the schools. 
In fact, they will be acting as 
members on the boards of public 
corporations - and as Bob 
Lavery has told you there would 
be 2,000 of these corporations 
across Quebec. 

I do forsee, however, English 
parents having difficulty in main
taining services for anglophone 
children when they are in every 
case working from a minority 
position within the proposed 
councils and even within many 
school corporations. Please 
believe me that in saying this I am 
not suggesting ill will on the part 
of the francophone members. The 
facts of life are, however, that the 
monies coming from the Ministry 
of Education are continually be
ing reduced. Further, transporta
tion of students may soon fall 
under the jurisdiction of school 
boards - because as you know we 
have a white paper on that too. If 
the Ministry follows past prac
tice, this area will become a 
burden to school boards. When 
there is not enough money, 
minority needs usually fall by the 
wayside. 

Cultural implications 
The proposed reorganization 

will remove the control of English 
schools from the English; further, 
the placing of Adult Education 
under the unilingual councils will 
effectively remove the glue that 
keeps many rural anglophone 
communities together. The school 
is the centre of these communities 
- to change this will undoubtedly 
lead to an acceleration in the 
disappearance of the English 
culture from rural Quebec and in 
the strength of English culture 
elsewhere. 

In summary, ladies and 
gentlemen, it was an English
speaking intermediary body 
which brought us here today -
the QAPSB. We must have an 
English intermediary body bet
ween the school and the Ministry 
if we are to have the resources to 
support our schools or in some 
cases to have our own schools. I do 
not see Mr. Laurin's proposal as 
improving the education of our 
children - I only see it as remov
ing all support for English schools 
- something I sincerely hope we 
do not allow to happen. 

According to the plans 
outlined by the FCPPQ 
(Federation des comites 
de parents de la 
province de Quebec), 
reorganization will get 
underway this year .. 
implementation 
committees setup by 
July 30 . . . school 
councils to hold first 
meetings by Nov. 
15 ... Your local Home 
and School Executive 
ha~ the details! 
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In Defence of Confessional School Boards 
Yarema Kelebay 
and William Brooks 
St. Lawrence Institute 

Using the rationale of 
democratizing education and pro
viding administrative efficiency, 
the government is building a case 
to dismantle confessional school 
boards. By attempting to define 
our right to denominational 
education as existing only at the 
level of individual schools, it is 
hoping to create the impression 
that religious allegiance as well as 
the English language and culture 
can be accommodated in a larger, 
more financially efficient, 
"unified", Quebec education 
system. 

. . . But there is a very political 
dimension to the government's 
proposal. By eliminating confes
sional school boards, the govern
ment will be ridding itself of one 
of the last potentially adversary 
political institutions that still has 
a sufficiently strong mandate to 
occasionally challenge the 
Ministry on important educa
tional issues, such as the disposi-

tion of the budget or the design of 
the province's school cirriculum. 

. . . We doubt whether the 
Fathers of Confederation intend
ed to give Her Majesty's Protes
tant and Catholic subjects 
"schools" without "system". A 
school board is a system of 
schools, meaning that it is 
organized, directed and coherent
ly administered. Our forefathers 
did not intend us to have floating, 
rudderless, disconnected schools. 

... In short, to introduce the 
principle of "neutrality of school 
boards", to displace a system bas
ed on the "confessionality of 
school boards", amounts to a 
policy of deliberate disorganiza
tion of an estblished system that 
has already been reformed to near 
death. 

Firstly, it would mean that Pro
testant and Catholic Quebecers 
would lose control of their educa
tion systems. What is more, in 
most areas of Quebec, 

Prssent system works well: 

Where are benefits? 
Loss of Control 

An ad hoc committee of the 
Lakeshore School Board reported 
as follows to the Council of C9m
missioners on the matter of pro
jected school board reorganiza
tion. 

The elimination of our present 
system of school boards would 
result in the complete loss of con
trol by English-language com
munities of their elementary and 
secondary school systems. 

English speaking Roman 
Catholics already find it extreme
ly difficult to operate in a perma
nent minority position within 
boards overwhelmingly 
dominated by the cultural and 
linguistic priorities of the French 
speaking majority. ~Y have 
continually requested the right to 
elect their own English Catholic 
boards, in order that they might 
work toward developing educa
tional services in common with 
other members of the Quebec 
Anglophone community. 

Their experience, as well as our 
own concerns for the future of 
English language education as it 
is presently supported by Protes
tant school boards, compelled us 
to reject the provincial govern
ment's proposals. 

The majority of the members of 
the community presently being 
served by Protestant School 
Boards are not indicating that 
they are having serious problems 
with the form which our present 
system has taken. 

For most members of our com
munity, "Protestant education" 
has become synonymous with a 
liberal value system in which any 
and all members of the Quebec 
Anglophone community feel com
fortable and welcome. It is a 
system which has developed 
methods of dealing with some of 
the fundamental moral and 
religious questions which concern 
our young people, without impos
ing dogmatic or narrowly confl!s
sional points of view on the wide 
variety_ of individuals it serves to 
educate. 

It also permits any and all 
citizens in the communities it 
serves to present themselves for 
election to their local school 
board, or to participate at a varie
ty of other levels in the develop
ment of educational policy and 
procedure. 

Studying proposals 

The P .S.B.G.M. Central 
Parents' Committee is not in ac
cord with the recent statements of 
the Federation of Parents' Com
mittees of Quebec regarding pro
posed changes to the organization 
of the school system in Quebec. 
These statements in no way 
reflect' the wishes of P.S.B.G.M. 
parents. 

While the opinions of School 
Committees have not yet been for
mally polled, feedback so far in
dicates a strong wish to maintain 
the present system. 

Parents through their School 
Committees are studying pro
posals in detail and will definite
ly be open to improvements that 
will create greater efficiency. 
However, parents will only ac
cept changes that can be proven to 
add to the quality of education for 
their children and will strongly 
resist those that compromise the 
standards that have been 
established. 

Furthermore, P.S.B.G.M . 
parents oppose changes to the 
education system that endanger 
the role of the English speaking 
cemmunity in determining the 
direction and needs of its schools. 

Waiting for Minister 
The Federation of Parent Com

mittees of The Island of Montreal 
believes that it does not presently 
have sufficient information to 
ajiopt a position on the question 
of school reform. It has no inten
tion of taking a decision on this 
topic until the Minister of Educa
tion officially reveals his 
reorganization plan. 

Because of the diversity of the 
groups it represents, the Federa
tion will consult the parents of 
the Island of Montreal before 
making its position known. It is 
presently setting up a system to 
consult parents on this topic and 
hopes to be able, with the 
cooperation of the parent commit
tees on the Island, to supply 
parents with the tools necessary 
to adopt a position which reflects 
their common interests, no matter 
what their beliefs or their 
languages. 

The Federation of Parent Com
mittees on The Island of Montreal 
represents tl}.e parent committees 
of the eight school boards of the 
Island. 

Anglophones would find 
themselves in minority positions 
on unified boards with no real 
ability to influence or determine 
the cultural character of their 
schools. We would be subject to 
"the tyranny of the majority" 
which seems to be the way the 
Parti Quebecois presently defines 
democracy. 

... School boards must begin to 
challenge provincial legislation 
which has prejudicially affected 
their rights and privileges under 
the Canadian Constitution. 
School boards in Quebec have 
already been virtually reduced to 
being administrators of the direc
tives of the Ministry of Educa-

tion. They can no longer hire or 
transfer teachers without permis
sion. They no longer set the school 
curriculum. They cannot even 
issue graduation certificates. 
They have been relegated to rub

. ber stamping government policies 
that are leading to the demise of 
education in our province. 

The future of Confessional Boards 
Donald A. Burgess 
Administration and Policy 
Studies in Education, 
McGill University 

Many Protestants and now 
many Catholics realize that a dual 
confessional school system is in
appropriate for an increasingly 
pluralistic society. Many Protes
tant groups now openly admit 
that they cling to the confessional 
school board system - not 
because it is ideal - but because it 
seems to offer the best hope of 
protecting culture and language. 

Legal opinion on the protection 
offered by Section 93 of the 
B.N.A. Act appears to be sharply 
divided. The "Howard Report"' 
prepared for the P.S.B.G.M. in 
1969 concluded that denomina
tional school boards are protected 
and that Protestants are constitu
tionally guaranteed the manage
ment and control of their schools 
at both the elementary and secon
dary levels. There are, however, 
other constitutional experts who 
argue that Section 93 is unlikely 
to protect confessional school 
boards as we now know them. 

Guy Houle' in his study for the 
Parent Royal Commission con
cluded that on the basis of the 
Consolidated Statutes of 1861 (the 
law in effect at the time of Con
federation) only the rights of 
dissentient elementary schools 
and of the elementary schools 

Laurin's view: 

Teachers can't 
• 

do their job in 
present system 

Teachers are professionals, says 
Dr. Camille Laurin, and cannot 
perform their role of teaching and 
promoting human development 
while following the rules of in
dustrial organization. 

In a speech delivered in Mon
treal early in December, the 
Minister of Education, gave warn
ing that the next collective agree
men t with teachers will be 
negotiated on principles different 
from those of recent years. Under 
the present agreement, the 
teacher's task is minutely defined 
and distributed over rigid parcels 
of minutes and hours and days. 

The Minister gave other warn
ings in his speech, warnings of the 
mooted school board reorganiza
tion. He spoke of his intention to 
complete reform in elementary 
and secondary education by giv
ing increased powers to schools as 
the pivot · of the educational 
system. 

Dr. Laurin described the pre
sent school board system as an 
'oligarchy', power to the few, and 
projected a regime under which 
the school will set its own educa
tional priorities and develop its 
own model, with management of 
its own human and financial 
resou}'Ces. 

then in existence in Montreal and 
Quebec City might be considered 
as protected. 

Houle further argued that only 
dissentient elementary schools 
outside of Montreal and Quebec 
had the right • of appeal to the 
Governor-General in Council (i.e. 
the Federal cabinet). It was these 
arguments that led the Parent 
Commission to recommend 
unified school boards in 1966. 
There can be no serious debate 
that our dual educational system 
is expensive to operate. It will be 
argued that unified school boards 
will eliminate duplication of ser
vices and structures, increase effi
ciency, and significantly reduce 
administrative costs. 

In recent years, the Quebec 
school population has been declin
ing in both the Catholic and Pro
testant sectors. All of us are 
familiar with the problems that a 
declining enrolment brings about: 
school closures, uneconomic 
school plant operations, surplus 
teachers and administrators, cuts 
in educational services, fewer 
pedagogical consultants, head 
teachers instead of full-time prin
cipals, reduced board office per
sonnel, etc. etc. We have also 
learnt there is a correlation bet
ween size and function in terms of 
the quality of education that can 
be delivered. 

There are no definitive 
theoretical studies concerning the 

optimum size of school board 
enrolments. In urban areas., the 
empirical evidence suggests that a 
20,000 - 40,000 school population 
is adequate to provide a full range 
of educational options and ser
vices. In rural areas, optimum 
school board populations tend to 
be less than this but with a cor
responding reduction of options 
and services. A few examples 
might be of interest. In Winnipeg 
the school board population is 
33,000, in Metropolitan Toronto 
the six school boards have 
average enrolments of over 
60,000. In the Province of Quebec 
only five school boards have 
enrolments of 20,000 or more, and 
only one of these is Protestant. 
With reference to the 32 Protes
tant school boards, and based on 
1980-1981 enrolment statistics, the 
position is as follows: 

Protestant school 
board enrolments 
1980-81 

More than 20,000 
10,000-20,000 
5,000-10,000 
2,000-5,000 
1,000-2,000 
Less than 1,000 

Numberof 
Boards 

1 
1 
1 
6 
7 

15 

Source: Quebec Association of 
Protestant School Boards, 
September, 1981 

Schooling for the muhinationals: 

Way clear for 
International Bacchalaureate? 

It is reported that Mr. Pierre 
Laurin, director of the Montreal 
business school Hautes Etudes 
Commerciales, has succeeded in 
persuading his brother, M. 
Camille Laurin, Minister of 
Education of Quebec, to change 
the Charter of the French Lang
uage (Bill 101) in such a way as 
to permit initiation of a second
ary-level educational program 
leading to the international 
bacchalaureate. The inter
national bacchalaureate pro
gram in certain private and 
public schools is designed to 
meet the needs of children of 
executives of multinational or
ganizations and companies. 

A Montreal coqimittee on the 
economic promotion of Mon
treal, set up by commercial and 
industrial interests, has been 
studying three alternatives on 
the subject of the schooling of 
children whose parents come to 
Montreal from overseas to 
work in liead offices and other 
internationjll organizations. 

The three options were: 
• An international school 

after the model of those in 
Zurich, Geneva and New York: 

• A school under the admini-
stration of the Montreal Island 
School Council, 

• The international baccha
laureate program. 

Press reports suggest that a 
pilot international bacchalaure
ate project will be set up in a 
private school from next 
September. Following this, the 
committee will try to find a 
way to initiate the program in 
the public school system. 

According to M. Pierre 
Laurin, the government will 
not permit children of Quebec 
parents to follow the program, 
which will emphasize the hu
manities and sciences along 
with studies in the student's 
first language and two other 
languages. However, he indi
cates that he expects that child-
ren of Quebec parents who will 
in the course of their careers 
have to move abroad will also 
be permitted to follow the pro
gram at some time in the future. 

The Charter of the French 
Language will have to be 
amended to permit children of 
foreign employees to receive 
their edueation in their first 
language and two other lang
uages. At the present time, only 
children of diplomatic person
nel are exempt from the school
ing regulations of Bill 101. 



Crisis. • • 
English minority-all of this will 
supply authority for a pro
gramme of radical change. All 
parents: Catholic, Protestant, 
English, French, should consider 
the implications of opting for a 
neutral school and dispensing 
with the traditional boards. 
Those who lived through the 1930s 
will not need reminding that the 
intrusion of political dogma into 
the classroom sets a precedent of a 
most unwise kind and is a 
development that should be 
strongly resisted. 

While the retention of a confes
sional system of school boards is a 
safeguard against the government 
imposition of political and social 
economic indoctrination in the 
classroom, it also represents a 
safeguard for the continuation of 
the English language and English 
educational system in the 
province. 

Under the government's pro
posed reorganization of educa
tion, English-speaking parents 
will find that, apart from one or 
two regional councils, their voice 
will be unheard and unnoticed. 
English speaking Quebecers are 
too scattered to have any 
numerical significance on the 
councils envisaged by the 
government. 

On the Island of Montreal the 
proposed re-organization will ac
celerate the ghettoization of the 
English-speaking Montrealer. On
ly in the West Island will there be 
the possibility of a significant 
number of minority English
speaking representatives on the 
regional council to ensure a group 
of people acting at least as in
terested observers, if not guar
dians, of the education of English
speaking children. 

Under this structure, scattered 
English schools may survive, but 
they will not flourish, for the sup
port services and the interested 
attention a Board supplies its 
own students will not be there. 
What will occur will be the ac
celeration of the decline of the 
English education system brought 
on by Bill 101. 

It was precisely this concern, 
that there had to be protection for 
an autonomous English-speaking 
system of education, that led 
Alexander Tilloch Galt, member 
of tlie Quebec Legislature for 
Sherbrooke, to press for the inclu
sion of the provisions of Section 
93 in the British North America 
Act. Article 92 of the BNA Act 
made education a provincial 
jurisdiction, but not exclusively 
so. Article 93 contained the excep
tions to Article 92's provision of 
sole provincial control of educa
tion. Article 93 guaranteed the 
pre-confederation rights of con
fessional schools-Catholic and 
Protestant-against any future 
changes that would prejudicially 
affect them. It also gave the 
Federal Government the right of 
disallowance and of remedial 
legislation if any of these pre
confederation rights of school 
boards were prejudicially chang
ed. In effect, it makes the Federal 
Government the guarantor of the 
school rights of the two confes
sional education systems. · 

The history of education in 
Quebec is the record of two 
cultures striving to expand and to 
pass on their traditions to their 
children. Montreal had its first 
English school in 1773; off island 
there were English schools in the 
Eastern Townships by 1800. In 
1867 the BNA Act recognized the 
educational and social reality of 
Quebec: two communities, one 
Cathoiic and mainly French
speaking; the other Protestant 
and predominantly English
speaking. Of the total Quebec 
population in 1867, the English
speaking formed 24%. 

'l'hat there were two systems of 
education in Quebec was a con-

(from p. 2) 

vention recognized in law as far 
back as 1846 when the Education 
Act decreed that a group of 
parents might dissent from the 
main confessional body and set up 
their own school system. Later 
legislation required that teachers' 
diplomas state whether they were 
able to teach in English or French 
or both; that school trustees take 
note of the language the teacher 
taught in when hiring, and the 
language texts were written in 
when choosing text books. (No 
such regulation concerning choice 
of language existed in the pre
confederation legislation in On
tario). But in Quebec it was a con
vention, enforced by significant 
regulations in educational law, 
that there were two systems of 
education, with two main 
languages. 

It is these pre-confederation 
rights and privileges of the two 
confessional systems of schooling, 
Catholic and Protestant, which 
are enshrined in Article 93 and 
protected against prejudicial 
change. 

Consequently, it would be 
foolhardy of parents who are con
cerned for the maintenance of an 
English system of education to set 
aside this confessional protection 
and follow the will-o-wisp 
deconfessionalized 'benefits' of
fered them by the government in 
the proposed reorganization. Any 
privilege or right this government 
gives parents can be taken away 
by it or by subsequent govern
ments. But the guarantees of Arti
cle 93 in the constitution cannot 
be taken away by government; 
they can only be lost i£ they are 
relinquished voluntarily by the 
people. 

A handy rule of thumb might 
read as follows. 

Don't get rid of the rights you 
have until you are certain of 
something else at least as good, if 
not better, guaranteed not by a 
government, but by the Constitu
tion of Canada. 

Coincidentally, the recent pro
nouncement of the Supreme Court 
of Canada (September 28, 1981) 
that "constitutional conventions 
plus constitutional law equals the 
total constitution of the country,'' 
gives added significance to Arti
cle 93 and the convention it pro
tects: the tradition of two educa
tional systems in Quebec reflec
ting the two language 
communities. 

For this, and other reasons, the 
Parti Quebecois public relations 
campaign will probably adopt a 
"soft sell", that is, it will try to 
deflect criticism away from its 
deconfessionalizing of school 
bords by promising changes that 
seem positive. It will, for exam
ple, claim that the inclusion of 
neutral schools means greater 
freedom of conscience. A fair 
enough statement, but, as 
previously stated, those who 
believe that neutral schools will 
be free of dogma or ideology have 
not been watching the policy 
statements, plans of action and 
curricula design that have been 
coming from the Ministry. 

On the other hand, for parents 
who really desire to maintain 
Catholic traditions and teaching 
in their schools, the government 
will promise an ever better 
teaching of religious courses, 
while deconfessionalizing the 
school boards. At the same time, 
for another segment of the public, 
the suggestion will be made that 
'confessionality' in education is a 
little old fashioned, behind the 
times, even a little 'kinky'. It may 
be pointed out that of all the 
Canadian provinces, only Quebec 
and Newfoundland have their 
education system structured con
fessionally. The insinuation will 
be that we must separate modern 
Quebec from its association with 
Newfoundland-the New-

Home-and Sc:Wool News-r 'T 

foundland of the 'Newfie' jokes. 
But this is an argument that 

will not bear close scrutiny. While 
it is true, for example, that On
tario has a public school system 
from kindergarten ~through high 
school open to all and professing 
no religious faith (as do other 
Canadian provinces) Ontario also 
has had since before confedera
tion a 'separate school' system, 
i.e., a Catholic school system 
which indeed has its own school 
boards, and which, rather than 
decreasing, is very much on the 
increase. 

In a way the Ontario system 
may be seen as a mirror image of 

,Quebec's present 'confessional' 
system since, along with its 
separate (CatholiQ.) school system, 

• the Ontario public school system 
in its Schools Administration Act 
of 1960 has as one of its precepts a 
respect for religion and the prin-

heterogeneous grouping 1, of 
parents at the regional council 
level will be able to develop suffi
cient collective strength to 
challenge the Ministry's 
bureaucracy, much less the 
ideological objectives of the 
government. Nor is it likely this 
autocratic government will allow 
the regional council any powers or 
interests which would conflict 
with its own. 

The decentralizing of education 
logically means a distribution of 
decision-making in education to 
different levels throughout the 
province. It is true that schools· 
and boards are now dealing more 
frequently than in the past with 
the eleven Regional Bureaus of 
Education set up throughout the 
province. But these are merely 
branch plants of the Ministry of 
Education, without any decision
making initiatives. What has oc-

A Parent's Code of Ethics 
I will establish a direct and personal contact with the 

school my children attend by availing myself of the op
portunity to visit it and get first-hand information 
regarding the equipment, teaching and activities of the 
school. 

I will encourage a sympathetic and constructive at
titude towards the school and its activities. 

I will support and co-operate with the teaching staff 
and administration to the fullest possible extent. 

I will make no hurried criticisms, but will act only 
on the basis of accurate and first-hand information 
after sober judgement. 

I will discourage fault-finding on the part of my 
children and will refrain from adverse criticism of the 
teachers and the school in their presence. 

I will expect nothing for myself or for my children 
contrary to the interests of the entire school. 

I will accept my share of responsibility of the home 
and the school as partners in the education of children. 

I will provide home conditions favorable to study. 
I will co-operate with the school in developing and 

protecting the health and character of children. 
I will try to keep pace with modern education by 

reading periodicals and books on progressive educa
tion movements. 

ciples of Christian morality. This 
sounds much like the atmosphere 
of the Quebec Protestant 'confes
sional' schools. 

The Government may well hope 
to achieve general consent to the 
'deconfessionality' of the school 
boards by side-stepping the issue 
and promising that confessionali
ty can still be retained by choice 
at the school level. 

When this happens the State will 
have become the supreme 
operator in Quebec education. 
With the disappearance of confes
sional school bgards, there will be 
not other structure with sufficient 
muscle to run counter to a State
controlled education. Big govern
ment will have moved massively 
into the classroom, and the last 
vestige of a democratically 
elected body, with the potential 
and the cohesiveness to challenge 
the Ministry's directives and 
orientations, will have been 
eliminated. 

How will the Government 
achieve this? 

By offering parents and the 
general public the very attractive 
concepts of parent power, better 
financial efficiency, and a decen
tralized education system. 

Parent power, coexistent with a 
Ministry that controls all educa
tional finances, curriculum, pro
grammes of study, sets the condi
tions for bargaining with teachers 
etc. etc., is a contradiction in 
terms-except in a very limited 
degree at the school level where 
parents already have some 
regulatory power in the school 
committee. 

But it is doubtful if the 

curred is a re-centralization of the 
power of the Ministry of Educa
tion in the eleven Regional 
Bureaus of Education scattered 
throughout the province. It is 
with these the regional councils 
will have to deal-all structured 
in French-with no network of 
minority language educational 
services in place, stretching up to 
the Ministry of Education, as an 
effective safeguard of the in
terests of an English education 
system. 

It may well prove that in MEQ 
language 'decentralization' turns 
out to be 'recentralization' of the 
power base, and 'parent power' a · 
delusion that leads to an even 
greater state control. 

Indeed, it is tempting to wonder 
if what the Ministry is consider
ing is not the equivalent of a giant 
oil company increasing its powers 
by making all its service stations 
'independents', so that you are 
left with one central powerful 
company, and all those little 
'independent' outlets, none of 
whom can challenge the company. 

Ministry spokesmen will argue 
that the new plan will sharply cut 
administrative costs and duplica
tion of services in Catholic and 
Protestant boards in the same 
region. But, by what justification 
can a bureaucracy which already 
eats up 40% of educational tax 
dollars cite the school boards as 
the principle cause of waste? 

Government itself spends 
millions each year on: 
1) the language police who enter 
even our schools and take down 
the safety signs in English in the 
technical workshQJ)s; 

~} ~he;\ t1>p;.~1,m:y,. co!llli!ission 
which · changes Enghsfi place 
names into French place names; 
and 
3) the conseil de la langue fran
caise that vetoes anglicisms such 
as 'hamburger' in preference for 
the pure French of 'hambour
geois'. 

Certainly economy and efficien
cy are needed, but vast economies 
could be effected if the govern
ment changed its priorities, In
stead of rooting out vestiges of 
English from every aspect of 
Quebec life that English has gain
fully and honestly occupied for 
200 years, the government should 
dispense with its bloated 
bureaucracy and give up its 
pogrom against the English 
language. 

As for efficiencies that will be 
created by reducing a duplication 
of services in Catholic and Protes
tant schools in the same 
region-at whose cost will these 
be made? At the cost of the 
English-speaking children who 
require the service of someone 
with whom they feel on home 
ground, who speaks their own 
tongue. 

Supporters of the government 
plans will attack its critics as 
1efenders of the 'status quo', as if 
t.ile term 'status quo' were a term 
of opprobrium meaning inflex
ibility and stubborn adherence to 
past values. But what the status 
quo has been in the past fifteen 
years is a succession of major 
changes in Quebec society and in 
particular in the education 
system of this province. The 
response on the part of the 
English-speaking minority to 
these changes has been accom
modation and adaptation to these 
changes. Those who now support 
a confessional system of educa
tion, who support the retention of 
a viable system of English educa
tion in Quebec have not shown 
themselves to be against positive 
beneficial changes. If anything, 
the 'status quo' of the past fifteen 
years has shown the resilience, 
and flexibility of the minority to 
accept change which, by and 
large, has favored the majority 
school population. 

But to acquiesce to the kind of 
change which would mean the jet
tisoning of values and beliefs 
which underpin the moral ,and 
ethical life of our community, and 
which would mean the end of any 
continuing structured system of 
education in Quebec-those basic 
elements which have stood us in 
good stead for 200 years-that 
'status quo' we intend to retain 
and defend. 

In the pluralistic fabric of 
Quebec there are many threads: 
the dominant one is of course 
French; but for more than 200 
years the English thread has been 
present, participating, building, 
enlarging, strengthening, con
tributing politically, socially, ar
tistically, economically, to the 
weft and warp of the Quebec 
fabric. One of its greatest con
tributions in the English educa
tional system. After 200 years the 
English-speaking community of 
Quebec has traditions, values, 
memories, achievements and in
stitutions which deserve to be 
respected, defended, and main
tained. To do so we should use 
every legitimate means. 

Today the English-speaking 
community of Quebec must 
realize that it is down to the bot
tom line. It must not be enticed by 
the blandishments of the Govern
ment, the appeals to 'parent 
power', the democratization of 
the schools, the illusory efficiency 
of economy, nor must it be in
timidated by accusations of 
upholding the status quo. 

With all the imaginative force 
we can l'fluster we must reject the 
Government plan of State control 
of education, and the Goverp
ment's very evident design to 
disperse and destroy the English 
educational system in this 
province. 
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Quebec Reading Conference: 

Become a bookie! 
The Ninth Annual Quebec 

Reading Conference was held at 
the Sheraton Mount Royal Hotel 
on Nov. 5 and 6. It was co
sponsored by Reading Quebec 
Lecture and the McGill Universi
ty Reading Centre. There was an 
impressive programme of three 
keynote speakers and a variety of 
workshops, many of which were 
of interest to parents as well as 
teachers, administrators, 
librarians, and consultants. 

Roselmina lndrisano of Boston 
University opened the conference 
with her talk on "Application of 
Contemporary Knowledge in 
Comprehension to Assessment 
and Instruction", 

She began by describing how, at 
the Centre for Assessment in 
Boston, children are assessed in 
terms of how they see themselves 
as readers. She feels that children 
must be made to feel successful 
with reading for learning to take 
place. In the teaching of reading 
she stressed the importance of 
children understanding the 
"story grammar" which is the 
basic structure of a story itself. 
Children who have been read to 
from a young age have this sense 
of story but it can be taught to 
those who do/not. When children 
are aware of what a story is they 
are better equipped to com
prehend stories, complete un- • 
finished stories and write their 
own. 

She feels the T. V. viewing has a 
direct influence on children's 
writing and quoted one study 
which showed that children who 
were heayy T.V. viewers were on
ly able to write simple stories 
while heayy readers were capable 
of writing more complex ones. 

Read .to children 

She also stressed the impor
tance of parents reading to 
children and describing 
workshops which are held at their 
centre for parents on how to r~ad 
to their children. Some of the sug
gestions are to prepare the child 
for the story by looking at the 
cover, talking about it and asking 
what the story might be about. As 
the story is being read have the 
child actively involved by talking 
about the pictures and trying to 
forsee what might be coming next 
in the story. At the end of the 
story find out whether he liked it 
and why or why not. 

Martha Crago in her workshop 
on "Implications of the Develop
ment of Child Language for the 
Remediation of Language and 
Reading Problems" featured a 
brief description of recent trends 

of thought and research in the 
normal development of language. 
She explained that in order to 
deal with language disorders, 
which is the role of the speech 
therapist, the starting point is 
normal language development. 

Research has been indicating 
over the last decade that it is 
preferable to treat language dif
ficulties in a dynamic situation 
rather than the isolated clinical 
setting. The speech ther:apist is 
now and will be going into'the kit
chen and into the gym where 
language has meaning for the 
child and has a communicative 
function. In future the role of the 
speech therapist will broaden. 
She will become more of a consul
tant to parents and teachers, par
ticularly with mainstreaming 
coming into effect. 

_!tole play helps 

David Booth, in his workshop 
on "We Did a Better Story Than 
the Book Did", _gave a vivid por
trayal of his techniques for in
volving children in reading. Us
ing drama and in particular role 
playing he demonstrated how he 
accomplishes this and how it 
results in conceptual thinking 
even at the Kindergarten level. 
He feels illustrated folk tales are 
an excellent source both as a 
reference point for children and 
for conceptual development . 
Through role-playing techniques 
children can explore hidden 
answers to questions and make 
predictions of what is about to 
happen. In this way he builds 
committment and excitement 
which can only result in a better 
understanding of the story. 

"Effective Communication 
with Children" given by Linda 
Wasserman dealt with ways to 
close the communication gap bet
ween parents and children and 
teachers and children. 

The communication skills 
presented, originally developed 
by Dr. Tom Gordon in his book 
P.E.T.: Parent Effectiveness 
Training, encourage children to 
become more independent in solv
ing their own problems and 
enable parents or teachers to con-

.. front children in a way that 
evokes change in unacceptable 
behavior. One of the basic prin
ciples of P.E.T. is establishing 
problem ownership; whether the 
behavior is causing the child a 
problem or the parent/teacher a 
problem. Once this is identified 
different skills can be used for 
child owned problems than for 
parent/teacher owned problems. 
A number of roadblocks to com
munication were identified and 
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Superior Council of Education 

Sex education 
must be clear 

a~~,.~~i~- ii7 
pulsory from kindergarten to =J 
grade 11, says the recent report of 
the Superior Council of 
Education. 

''To ignore it would be to com-
promise seriously the personal 
and social development of young 
people," says the Superior 
Council. 

Sex education should be based 
on moral and humanistic values 
which are universally recognized 
and generally accepted. Respon
sibility, respect, loyalty as well as 
justice and equality, are some of 
these values. 

Information on sexuality 
should be clear and precise and 
respond to the needs of the 
children, so that they can discuss 
such questions with ease with 
parents and teachers. 

The outline of such a com
pulsory program should, the SCE 
report says, allow for local im
p l e'm en ta ti on of programs 
developed in consultation with 
the parents of students. Parents 
should be provided with 
background material and work 
plans so that they can reinforce 
the teaching of the school. 

alternative ways of responding 
were presented. It was pointed 
out these roadblocks or inap
propriate responses were usually 
where communication broke 
down. 

For those wishing further infor
mation there are P.E.T. courses 
given for parents at various cen
tres throughout the city and for 
teachers a course in "Effec
tiveness Training in the 
Classroom" is given at the McGill 
University Reading Centre. 

Neil Postman of New York 
University was the keynote 
speaker at the second plenary ses
sion. He chose to discuss "The 
Disappearance of Childhood". He 
feels that we are in the midst of a 
social regression in which print 
has moved to the periphery of our 
lives and T. V. has moved to the 
centre. 

Historically, he related how 
childhood as we know it came in
to e:cistance with the printing 
press and the resulting emphasis 
on reading. Prior to this develop
ment, children were looked upon 
as miniature adults once they 
reached the "age of reason" at 
seven years of age. With the com
ing of the printing press, children 
had to be separated from adults in 
order to learn to read and thus we 
have OUT schools evolving. 

He claims that T. V. has had a 
major role in erasing the dividing 
line between children and adults. 
It requires very little analytical 
or decoding skills, in fact it does 
not require any special skills and 
develops none. There is not need 
for preparation or prerequisite 
training and in reality there is no 
such thing as children's program
ming. T. V. offers childishness in 
terms of immediate gratification 
and preoccupation with consump
tion. It has forced the entire 
culture to come out of the closet. 
Childhood as innocence, in his 
view, has disappeared. For 350 
years western society has been 
promoting the speciality and 
sanctity of children. Perhaps our 
view of childhood needs a 
reconsideration. 

"I Love to Write" given by 
Mary Whiston, :Qarbara Dixon, 
and Annick O'Shuaghnessy, 
discussed teaching strategies for 
encouraging children to write 
stories following patterns. The 
technique for teaching this was 

"OK. everyone in this house please stand 
advised that I, Thomas P. Thompson, have 
this date made a complete fool of myself in 
Sex Education class by repeating elaborate 
stories concerning storks told to me by 
certain parties residing herein." 

presented as well as suitable 
books for teaching purposes. Ex
amples of children's work were 
shown. Many of these were self 
made bound books which have 
become part of the class library, 
complete with their own library 
cards. We were invited to make · 
our fabric covered bound books 
and each participant left with his 
own sample. 

In "To Tell a Story" Brian 
Howard expressed his belief that 
reading to children is essential. 
He feels that it creates a warm 
feeling between parents or 
teachers and children. Research 
also indicates that children who 
have been read to make better 
readers. It makes available good 
literature through a variety of 
reading materials as well as 
literature slightly above their 
reading level but with concepts 
they are able to understand. 

He too, believes that stories 
should come alive so that children 
can get the feeling of the story. He 
suggested adapting voice intona
tion to that of the character in the 
story, and if there is a knock or a 
scratch, by all means knock or 
scratch. He demonstrated this 
technique with expert readings of 
The Tailypo by Joanna Galdone 
and Come Again in the Spring by 
Richard Kennedy. 

He also feels that it is essential 
to begin with stories that are 
familiar and of interest to the 
children and gradually introduce 
them to new and different types 
of stories. A good technique for 
getting children interested in 
stories is to whet the appetite by 
reading the first page of a book 
aloud or an interesting part of a 
story. 

Roger Farr of Indiana Universi
ty was the third keynote speaker. 
His topic was "The Role of 
Specific Skill Instruction". Accor
ding to recent research in the 
United States, children, in terms 
of basic literacy, are doing well. 

However, there is a definite 
need for expanding and develop
ing skills beyond the basic 
reading skills. Since reading is 
not an end in itself, more critical 
and evaluative skills are sug
gested for the future. Reading 
must focus on comprehension and 
skills which are taught, not in 
isolation, but in the context of the 
story itself, where there is the· 

necessity of "putting H ail 
together". 

He compared the teaching of 
reading and reading skills to 
swimming instruction and swim
ming skills which must be learned 
by actually swimming. If arm, 
leg, and breathing exercises are 
mainly carried out at poolside the 
swimmer may still flounder in 
deep water. He, too, stressed the 
age old adage: Success breeds 
success. 

The "I Love to Read" workshop 
by Lynn Davids and Marilyn 
Pound gave the practical aspects 
of how to set up an "I Love to 
Read" project which involves the 
entire school and community. 
Easy-to-follow steps were sug
gested and a slide presentation of 
what has been happening in 
schools in other years was shown. 
This project is sponsored by the 
Montreal Reading Council and the 
Chateauguay Valley Reading 
Council. 

Anyone wishing further infor
mation on the "I Love to Read" 
project is invited to call the 
McGill University Reading Cen
tre. Video tapes on loan and pro
ject packets are also available 
from the Reading Centre. 

Throughout the conferenee 
there was a display entitled 
"Book Fairs and Fair Books". It 
featured a wide selection of 
children's books suitable for book 
fairs. Marjorie Roluf and Pat 
Shupe gave helpful information 
on how to run successful book 
fairs. 

In the past, some Home and 
School Associations have held 
book fairs in conjunction with the 
"I Love to Read" project going on 
in their schools; others have held 
them to coincide with a parents' 
night. 

For whatever reason they are 
held book fairs are worthwhile 
because they generate such excite
ment about books. 

If you wish further information 
or are already planning to hold a 
book fair in your school (it is 
never too early), get in touch with 
Marjorie Roluf or Pat Shupe of 
the Beaconsfield Public Library. 
They would be happy to give ad
vice and supply handouts on sug
gestions for book fairs, book lists, 
and suitable suppliers. 
by Ann Flynn 
Willingdon H & S 
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Reading & Writing: 

"I'm only sorry I didn't start sooner. II 
I ■ 

For the first time in her life 
Anne Foster understood what 
World Literacy Day was all 
about. One year ago Anne could 
not read. She felt ashamed and 
inadequate. 

After one year of lessons she is a 
new person. "I feel so much more 
confident of myself. I am not as 
afraid of the world. I feel so free 
l:5ecause now I can do things on my 
own instead of depending on 
others. There are so many oppor
tunities bpen to me now that , 
weren't there before." 

"For a long time I was afraid-tq 
tell anyone that I couldn't reti!:O.-.'' 
said Anne. "I thought everyone 
could read." However, the 1976 
Census Canada has shown that 
nearly five million· persons are 
considered to be functionally il
literate,-and 1,532,510 of them live 
in Quebec. 

The problem does not exist just 
among the elderly who did not 
have a chance to go to school in 
their youth, nor among people 
who do not have the ability to ac
quire the necessary skills. Unfor
tunately, large numbers of cap
able young adults are function
ally illiterate. 

It is not that they cannot read at 
all, it is that they have difficulty 
reading the things we take for 

granted each day: newspapers, 
menus, advertisements, direc
tions, instructions, etc. Consumer 
information often goes over their 
heads, government regulations 
and application forms are un
solved mysteries. Most job train
ing programs are beyond their 
reach and their political aware
ness is limited. 

How can this happen in a socie
ty of compulsory education? 
Many of the reasons for func
tional · illiteracy reflect the fail
ures of society rather than of the 
individual. 

· "J ' grew._.up iil the country," 
Aflne said. "The school was a long 
way away-and my parents always 
seemed to have chores for me to 
do 'that were more important. 
They tliought that schooling was a 
waste of time. 

"As long as -I stayed with my 
family I didn't seem to need read
ing but when I got married and we 
moved to the city - that's when 
my problems began. I couldn't go 
into townbecause I was afraid of 
getting lost. I couldn't read the 
notes that my children's teachers 
wrote. I couldn't take advantage 
of sales." 

Now all that has changed. Anne 
has been taking reading and 
writing lessons through her local 
Adult Education Centre. Twice a 

YOUR RIGHTS . .. 
HOW MUCH 

ARE THEY WORTH? 
I want to help fight Bill 101. Please accept my con-
tribution-Of S ____ _ 

Name ______________________ ~ 

Address ________ Postal Code _______ _ 

City __________ Tel.: _________ _ 

Please make cheques payable to: QFHSA Rights Fund 
and mail to: 4795 St. Catherine Street West 

Montreal H3Z 1S8 
Official receipts will be issued for contributions of $10.00 and more. 

ADULT BASIC LITERACY: 

week she meets with her teacher 
and learns to unravel the mystery 
of print: 
. "I am so excited by what I have 

learned. I am only sorry that I 
didn't start sooner." 

Throughout Quebec, adult and 
continuing education centres are 
providing services for the adult 

who needs help with basic read
ing and writing. In some com
munities these consist of small 
classes held in schools, while in 
others, there is a volunteer tutor 
who has been trained to work 
with an adult on a one-to-one 
basis. In both situations there is 
complete confidentiality. 

Information about these learn
ing opportunities, and how you 
::an become a literacy tutor, can 
be obtained by calling toll-free 
1-800-363-3669. Spread the word. 
Because you were able to read 
this article doesn't mean that 
everyone can. Let those who can't 
know they can get help. 

Heritage College faces more delays 
The Minister of Education, Dr. 

Camille Laurin, lias set up a study 
committee on CEGEP services for 

-anglophones in west~rn Quebec. 
Under the chairmanship of Gary 
Caldwell, a sociologist attached 
the Quebec Institute for Cultural 
Research, the committee has as its 

· mandate to analyze the present 
situation with regard to CEGEP 
education for the anglophone 
community in western Quebec, to 
meet with individuals and groups 
concerned with the question, and 
to make recommendations to the 
minister, with particular refer
ence to Heritage campus and its 
relationship with Outaouais 
CEGEP. 

Heritage College has been fight
ing for nearly eight years for pro
per facilities and administrative 
autonomy in order to provide for 
its some 500 students. When a 
CEGEP was set up in Hull, the 
anglophone sector shared prem
ises with the French-speaking sec
tor. In 1972 the French sector 
moved to new quarters and the 
English students and their 
teachers were located in an old 
Legion hall in Hull. A language 
policy adopted by the board of 
governors of the CEGEP (none of 
them anglophone) was very clear! 
1) That the linguistic groups be in 
separate buildings. 
2) That any student entering the 
anglophone sector should have 
spent the last three years in an 
English high sehool. 
3) No student could take courses 
at the English building while at 
the same time being enrolled at 
the French building. 

Bill 101 forced the board of the 
CEGEP to drop the three-year 
English requirement in its admit
tance policy. 

In January 1981 the anglophone 
community turned up in force to 

elect parent members to the 
CEGEP board of governors, with 
the result that three out of the 
four parent governors on the 
20-member board are English
speaking. 

In March 1981 the CEGEP 
governors passed a motion asking 
the Minister of Education to allow 
it to become a homogeneous 
French college and to relieve it
self of its responsibility to the 
anglophone community by de
taching itself from Heritage cam
pus in June 1981. 

The Group of 32, which has been 
working on the English CEGEP 
question for the last ten years, 
had identified a suitable location 
for the new English CEGEP in 

downtown Hull · and had · hoped 
that the college would open there 
for business ready for winter 
1982, under affiliation with 
Champlain College. Champlain 
College already administers 
CEGEP education at locations in 
Lennoxville, St. Lambert and 
Quebec City. 

Reasons for opposition or ambi
valence to the solution proposed 
by the western Quebec anglo
phone community may stem from 
the fear of competition for 
CEGEP students among the 
French-speaking community, 
given the area's proximity to Eng
lish Ontario and the bilingual 
nature of the national capital to 
which it is adjacent. 

PARKSIDE 
RANCH 

A CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 
320ACRES 

BORDERING 
ORFORD PROVINCIAL PARK 

A member of 
Christian Camping International 

Supervised activities 

Help available for reading & writing 
include 

RIDING • SPORTS • ARCHERY 
CAMPFIRES • HANDICRAFTS 
RIFLERY and MANY OTHERS 

Did you know that close to 
5,000,000 Canadians cannot read 
or write as well as most fourth
grade students? These people are 
knows as functionally illiterate 
and they struggle daily in our 
ever-increasing technological 
society. 

To help combat this problem 
many anglophone school boards, 
through their Continuing Educa
tion Departments, have 
developed an adult basic tutoring 
program. The tutoring is done on 
a one-to-one basis and lessons are 
free. 

The names and school boards 
listed below are involved in liter
acy programs. We ask your help in 
making this program known. 

Gaspesia Regional School Board, 
Adult Education Department 
P.O. Box 500 
New Carlisle, Qu~bec GOC 120 
(418) 752-2247 
David Royal 
Protestant Regional School Board of 

Western Qu~bec. 
Adult Education Centre, 
80 Daniel Johnson Blvd., 
Hull, Qu~bec JSZ 1S3 
(619) 778-3611 
Dennis Healey 

Chateauguay Valley Regional School 
Board 

Adult Education Department, 
75 St-Jean Baptiste Blvd., 
Chateauguay, Qu~bec J6J 3H6 
(514) 691-20n 
Phyllis Taylor/lain Millar 

Protestant School Board of Greater 
Montreal 

Adult Education Services, 
3449 University Street, 
Montreal H3A 2A8 
(514) 849-3677 
Susan Craig 

Eastern Townships Regional School 
Board, 

Adult Education Department, 
257 Queen Street, 
Lennoxville JlM 2A5 
(819) 569-9466 
Louise Orr 

Commission des i;coles Catholiques 
de MontrNI 
3737 Sherbrooke Street East, 
MontrNI HlX 3B3 
Mario Pasteris 

South Shore Protestant Regional School 
Board, 

Continuing Education, 
880 Hudson Street, 
Greenfield Park J4V lHl 
(514) 676-7771 or 9964 
Brenda lee 

Lakeshore/Baldwin-Cartier School Board 
Adult Education, 
467 St-Louis, 
Pointe-Claire, Qu~bec HSR 2A7 
Lizanne Winser (514) 694-1470 

Eastern Qu~bec Regional School Board, 
2046 Chemin St-Louis 
Sillery, Qu6bec GlT 1P4 
(418) 688-8730 
David Blinco 

Kativik School Board, 
305 Mimosa Ave., 
Dorval H9S 3K5 
(514) 636-8120 
Andr6 Mercure 

Laurentian Regional School Board, 
Adult Education Services, 
171 Mary Street 
lachute J8H 2Cl 
(514) 562-3721 
Ian Evans 

Laurenval Regional School Board, 
Adult Education Department, 
3200 Chemin du Souvenir, 
Chomedey, Laval H7W 1 W9 
(514) 688-2933 
Evelyn Eaton/Keith Armstrong 

District of Bedford Protestant Regional 
School Board, 

Adult Education Services, 
P.O. Box 20, 
Cowansville J2K 3H2 
(514) 263-3775 
Gerald Bleser/Juel Weideman 

English-Camp 
·co-educational, ages 10-16 years 
Begins July 17 
3 - 2-week sessions 

French Camp 
July 3-17 

For more information 
please phone .. 

Magog (819) 843-67 48 
Montreal (514) 676-5923 
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FOCUS 
DORSET 

The spooks 
were outl 

At Dorset School in Baie d'Urfe 
the last week in October brought 
forth the original musical
comedy, "Ha ... Ha . .. 
Hallowe'en", written and direct
ed by Norma Pidcock. This bene
volent witch/mother spent six 
weeks of rehearsals casting spells 
and conjuring potions of success 
with some eighty members of the 
school choir. 

Musical direction was left in the 
capable hands of vampire Andres 
Gutmanis. Musical accompani
ment was provided by Linda Tae 
and Ken Lague. Original lyrics 
were suitably set to such popular 
melodies as "My Favorite 
Things" and "Cabaret". 

The cause of all the excitement 
and entertainment was Dr. 
Frankenstein's complaint that 
twenty-four hours a year is not 
enough exposure for such wonder
ful monsters that exist in the 
world beyond. 

After consultation with the 
ghosts, vampires, witches, 
skeletons and mummies of the 
area, a conclusion is arrived at. In
deed, the best place to survive in 
this day and age is, of course, in 
the movies! 

The ensemble number, "Califor-

MEADOWBROOK 

nia, Here we Come, Hollywood 
Will be our Home", performed by 
complete monster cast in country 
hats said it all. 

"A scare that is really a scare, so 
bad it will whiten your hair" . . . 
Well, perhaps it wasn't that scary, 
but it sure was fun. 

City contributes to costs 
September was a month filled 

with life and activity at 
Meadowbrook School. Our first 
event was a Ski and Skate Sale. 
This was followed closely by a 
Clothing Drive held in benefit of 
MacDonald House. 

In early October a Newspaper 
Drive collected 151h tons of paper. 

Also this year a lunch hour pro
gram was established with the 
help of Meadowbrook Home and 
School Association. The children 
are invited to participate in any 
of the following activities; 

Music Program. This program 
exposes children in Kindergarten 
and Grade 1 to creative music and 
movement. This method is a com
bination of Delcroze, Orff and 
Kodaly. The chlldren experiment 
with movement, songs, notes, 
sound explorations and effects, 

· composition and instruments. 
Arts and Crafts. The children 

learn to draw, paint, and work 
with wool and cord. This activity 
for grades 1 to 3 is held after 
school for one full hour. 

Knitting class. Children in 
grades 2 to 4 are taught basic knit
ting. They are already doing so 
well they will soon be knitting_ 

EDINBURGH 

themselves winter hats. 
Chess program. In this pro

gram, which is open to grades 1 to 
6, basic moves are taught to 
enable the children to play among 
themselves. 

The Meadowbrook Home and 
School Association enables these 
programs to spend an educational 
and fun lunch hour by making 
these programs possible. Thanks 
are due to the City of Lachine 
Recreational Services who en- ' 
courages such projects by con
tributing 50% of the instructors' 
salaries for the Knitting Class, 
the Chess Program, and the Arts 
and Crafts. 

A Christmas Bazaar was held at 
Meadowbrook School on 
December 15th. There were over 
2,000 articles for the 500 students 
to choose from. Each child was in
vited to buy a Christmas gift for a 
member of his or her family. The 
children took much joy and pride 
in choosing these gifts. 

The Meadowbrook Home and 
School Association wishes to ex
press a great many thanks to all 
those who contributed, in 
whatever way, to make this day 
interesting and enriching for all. 

Students design crest 
The children of Edinburgh 

School are competing in a dif
ferent kind of contest; they are 
designing their school crest. A 
committee made up of parents 
and staff will choose the best and 
most effective design. This will 
not be an easy decision, judging 
lrom the variety of artistic and in
. genious contributions from the 

students. 
Each pupil feels very much in

volved in this project which is 
Edinburgh's latest fund-raising 
idea. The crests will go on sale to 
pupils and anyone interested in 
supporting the school. 

We feel this is a good way to 
create school spirit and raise 
funds for the school. 

Home and School News 

on the LOCALS 
EDGEWATER 

Honey & nuts 
for profit 
At Edgewater School you'll find 
Home and Schoolers are not 
behind 
In raising money. 
We pleased our friend Pooh Bear 
By starting off the year 
With a sale of honey. 
We earned five hundred dollars 
'To aid our little scholars. 

But more was needed so 
Kids trudged through slush and 
snow 
To sell nuts by the tin. 
The prizes that they won 
Made the whole thing fun, 
And the money poured in. 
We enjoyed our "nutty" camptfign 
And we think we'll do it again. 

This year 326 Edgewater 
students received permission 
from their parents to participate 
in our pre-Christmas sale of mix
ed nuts. This nutty sale, ably 
handled by Heather McBride, ran 
from November 12th to November 
30th. 

ECOLE PR/MAIRE BEACONSFIELD 
Each time a student sold four 

tins his name was put into a bar
rel. Prizes won by the students in
cluded a camera, a calculator,.and 
two watches. Twenty students 
each won an invitation to a pizza 
party. A silver dollar was 
presented to one student in each 
class. All 326 students received a 
certificate of participation. And 
Edgewater School received a pro
fit of $2,000. 

Bienvenue a tous 
This month Focus on the Locals 

has a new local to focus in on ... 
Ecole Primaire Beaconsfield. 

This school is the Lakeshore 
School Board's only French 
School. Previously housed in 
what was once Beaconsfield 
Elementary School, it moved this 
September to the former Briar
wood Elementary School which 
could accommodate a larger 
number of pupils. It quickly 
outgrew its new home and before 
the month of September was over 
the younger pupils found 
themselves located in the former 
building which has now become 
the Annex. 

On December 15th a public 
meeting was called at the in-

MacDONALD HIGH 

itiative of the School Committee. 
The guest speaker was the Rev. 
Alex Morris, Past President of 
QFHSA, who spoke about the 
uniqueness of Home and School 
and how it complements the ac
tivities of the School Committee. 
Marion Daigle, Executive Vice 
President and Margo Purvis, Vice 
President of QFHSA were pre
sent along with Janice Thomerson, 
Past President of Briarwood 
Home and School. These three 
spoke about the different ac
tivities our various locals become 
involved in. 

The assembled parents then 
voted to form a Home and School 
local affiliated with QFHSA. A 
constitution was formally 

adopted and the following ex
ecutive members were elected: 
President Clive Francis, Vice 
President Ann Mason, Recording 
Secretary Maryanne Wilson, Cor
responding Secretary Helen 
Ashton, Treasurer Genevieve 
Duff, and Membership Chairman 
Suzanne Coyle. 

The serving of coffee and 
cookies ended this history
making event. Ecole Primaire 
Beaconsfield is our first local in a 
French School. QFHSA wishes it 
well. 

Fashion show for medical treatment 

On November 10th Macdonald 
High Home and School presented 
a cheque to student Diane 
Maitland in recognition of the In
ternational Year of the Disabled. 
The funds were raised by Mac 

. 
From left: Rob Wright, Donna Armandy, Mrs. Gretchen Code, Diane 
Maitland, Helen Innis, Lisa Corbo. 

students last spring at a Fashion 
Show sponsored by H & S. 

Diane will use the funds for 

medical treatment for retinitis 
pigmentosis. We wish her every 
success in her continuing struggle . 
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FOCUS on the 
MAGOG 

Fair was great fun 
The Fall Fair held on November 

7th at Princess Elizabeth Primary 
School was a tremendous success. 

The event featured handicraft 
table, second-hand winter equiv
ment, a puppet show and a 
canteen. 

. NORTHVIEW 

· Breakfast 
with Baker 

Are parents interested in 
discussing school concerns? You 
bet! Are administrators in
terested in parents' views? At 
Northview School in Pointe 
Claire they are. 

Every Wednesday morning at 
Northview Principal Pat Baker 
and Vice-Principal Fred Argue 
host informal meetings with 
parents to discuss specific items 
of concern. The half-dozen parents 
who show up at 8:30 a.m: are 
treated to coffee, tea, cookies and 
a free-wheeling discussion on 
topics such as discipline, French 
Immersion, enrichment pro
grams, snowba1ls, or whatever. 

Parents have been grouped ac
cording to their stated interests 
and specific invitations are 
issued. 

According to Principal Pat 
Baker "The discussions are lively 
and helpful to us at Northview. 
We hope the parents find them 
useful." 

SE/GNOIRY 

Big bazaar 
Nimble fingers have been flying 

in homes in the West Island this 
Fall. Mothers of children in 
Seigniory School have been 
meeting weekly in each others' 
homes to prepare crafts for the 
Winter Bazaar. Macrame wreaths, 
Christmas ornaments, cloth 
flowers, and garlands are some of 
the products these industrious 
ladies have made. 

Meanwhile at the school the 
children and their teachers have 
also been busy making crafts for 
the Bazaar during their art 
classes. 

A white elephant table, a home 
baking table, a wine auction, 
game of chance and skill for the 
children, and the sale of hot dogs, 
sandwiches and popcorn com
pleted the roster of events. 

The monetary results of the 
Winter Bazaar showed a profit of 
over $2,000. The results in terms 
of learning experiences, good 
fellowship, school spirit, and all
round fun were immeasurable. 

EDGEWATER 

Parents contributed lavishly to 
the home baking table and these 
items were quickly sold. Games 
for the children, organized by 
teachers from the school, ensued 
amusement for them while 
parents browsed. 

The raffle offered as first prize a 
sheet ensemble donated by Domi
nion Textile Ltd. of Magog, which 
was won by Mrs. Doyon. Second 
prize, a dinner for two at Les 
Trois Marmites, was won by Nan
cy Forest. Third prize, a lovely 
silk flower arrapgement from 
florist Marie Claire was won by 
Mrs. S. Moore. 

The Magog Home and School 
/School Committee thanks every
one who supported and helped 
make the Fun Fair a success, with 
special thanks to the merchants 
for their contributions. 

Lunch hour enrichment 
Preparation for enrichment pro

grams at Edgewater School began 
over the summer with the rehir
ing of former instructors and the 
hiring of new ones. Members of 
the parent body were called to act 
as co-ordinators or assistants for 
each program. 

The response to the information 
and pre-registration package that 
was sent to parents in early 
September was good. Classes 
began the week of October 5th 
and ran 10 weeks. Provision was 
made for make-up classes if for 
some reason the instructor would 
be unable to attend, hence there 
was a "bumper" two weeks. 
' The programs that were offered 

after school included Voice (in
dividual or group lessons), Move
ment (dance), ~ramies, and 

Seniors Club which included a 
babysitting course. Guitar lessons 
were cancelled due to low 
registration. 

Since 1980-81 saw an increase in 
the number of students who were 
bussed to school an attempt was 
made to offer some enrichment 
programs during the lunch hour. 
Four programs were offered; Tout 
en Franc;ais, Fine Arts for begin
ners, Arts and Crafts, and Piano 
Lessons. 

Evaluation forms have been 
sent out to the parents. The com
ments and suggestions are needed 
to help the Enrichment Program 
Committee to improve the pro
grams, and to set up the second 
session. In the planning stages are 
three new programs - Drama, 
Recorder and a Choir. 

SHIGAWAKE-PORT DANIEL 

Education . . . only one concern 
Hazardous road conditions did 

not deter 60 hardy parents of the 
Shigawake-Port Daniel area from 
attending a Home and School 
m·eeting on Thursday, November 
19th. 

President Russell Fisher called 
for the committee reports and 
then introduced the guest 
speaker, Commissioner Joan 
Dow. Mrs. Dow represents the 
Gaspe Coast on Task Force '81, 
the QAPSB committee which has 
been formed to spearhead the Pro
testant reaction to the proposed 
restructuring of school boards. 

Mrs. Dow felt that English 
education as we now know it will 
no longer exist if Dr. Laurin's 
working document becomes law. 
She predicted a considerable drop 

in the quality of education if it is 
controlled by the Municipal 
Regional Councils, since educa
tion will be only one of many con
cerns of the MRC. 

The topic of Bill 101 was also 
discussed. It was pointed out that 
family firms with less than four 
employees may erect bilingual 
signs. Many Gaspe businesses fall 
into this category. 

Principal Cyrus Journeau in
formed the parents that a request 
had been made to the school board 
to keep the Grade 6 students at 
Shigawake-Port Daniel because 
of space now available due to 
declining enrollment, and the 
long distances the children must 
now travel. The parents were 
overwhelmingly in favor of this. 
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LOCALS 
SOUTH HULL 

'Gift Book' program started 
Our membership campaign was 

a success with 71 families· joining. 
Our small but active executive 
always gets terrific co-operation 
from teachers and parents alike 
which makes our involvement 
worthwhile. 

With the profits from our Spr
ing Showers Dance we have pur
chased books for the library, 
French dictionaries for our 
French program, and have financ
ed a local theatre's production to 
our school as well as a movie for 
Christmas entertainment. We 
have also supported financially 
our school newspaper, Mel Press, 
which is about to publish its se
cond edition. 

The active volunteers of the 
Library Committee give much 
time to South Hull. This year they 
have innovated a Gift Book Pro
gram as a way of recognizing stu
dent birthdays or as gifts to 
teachers. A book is purchased and 
the appropriate student designed 
label is placed inside. In the case 
of a birthdy, that child chooses 
the book and is the first to read it. 

We are pleased to have a super 
group of teachers who give lots of 
extra time to special activities 

SUMMERLEA 

'' Kids only'' 
The annual Christmas Bazaar at 

Summerlea School was a "kids 
only" affair this year. 

Held on the afternoon of 
December 4th, it featured a raffle, 
baked goods, and gifts for home 
and tree. A special attraction 
were the angels donated by the 
Crochet and Craft class. 

During the parent-teacher inter
views Home and School 
volunteers were on hand to sell 
the student photos. 

COURTLAND PARK 

. such as the school newspaper and 
our Choir which has once again 
entertained the elderly and the ill 
at Christmas. This year we have 
added even more with_ a drama 
group and a chess club. 

We are presently starting a cam
paign to collect labels from Camp
bell's soup products which can be 
exchanged for school equipment. 

NEW CARLISLE 

Art show 
raises $900 

The Arts and Crafts Show spon
sored by the New Carlisle Home 
and School Association on Satur
day, November 7th featured the 
work of many talented local ar
tists and craftspeople. 

There was a large turn-out of 
browsers and buyers. 

The show was followed by a 
Casserole Supper. Food was con
tributed by Home and School sup
porters from New Carlisle and the 
surrounding area. 

Thanks to this effort a gross 
amount of $900. was raised. 

MONTROSE 

Books sell! 
Montrose School was the site of 

a Bake and Book sale held on 
November 26th. Parents reacted 
positively to a call for used books 
and baked goods. Many local 
businesses contributed goods for 
the raffle table which featured 
prizes such as hockey tickets, din
ners for two at a favorite 
restaurant, Lions Christmas 
cakes, a comforter, table cloths 
and a wine basket. 

Thanks to all those who con
tributed, the sum of $558. was 
raised for the school. 

How many beans make 5? -

The Country Fair, run yearly in 
October, was successful again this 
year with $2,483. being raised. 
The vendors, forty-one in number, 
came from far and wide to exhibit 
and sell their crafts and wares. 

This year two new features 
were added, the Book Room and 
the selling of T-shirts sporting the 
school crest. 

Numerous people - adults and 
children alike - give of their time 
and effort to make the Fair the 
worthwhile endeavor that it is. 

Lunchtime and afterschool ac
tivities are going well. The art 
and ceramics courses are well 

under way, along with recorder 
lessons for grades 4 to 6, sewing 
for grade 6, and various sport ac
tivities in the gym. 

Courtland Park is now making 
plans to join the city of Dorval in 
enjoying Carnival Week in 
February. We will provide a float 
for the parade, a broomball team 
made up of members of the Home 
and School Executive, the use of 
the school gym for Klondike 
Night which is an event geared for 
children, and we will take part as 
a school in the ice sculpting 
competition. 
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SAFETY SCENE SAFETY SCENE 
It's never too soon 
to learn ... 

'An 11 year old boy tried in vain 
to give mouth-to-mouth resucita
tion to his 4 year old brother 
while his mother called an am
bulance following a bath-time 
accident. 

While his valiant effort was not 
successful, it did lead to a recom
mendation by a Toronto Cor
oner's Jury that "properly in
structed, school age children can 
be very proficient in administer
ing life saving and first aid 
techniques. It is our recommenda
tion that such instructions 
become mandatory in the school 
systems." ' (Safety Canada, Vol. 
XXV No. 9, Oct. 1981) 

With the current upheaval in 
our school system, it will pro
bably be a long time before first
aid training becomes compulsory 
in the province of Quebec. 
However, there is a way we can 
implement such a course in our 
schools. St. John's Ambulance has 
introduced a program specifically 
aimed at children from the age of 
7 to 10. Called "We Can Help", it 
teaches first aid and safety 
awareness. Graduates receive a 
St. John Ambulance First Aider 
Button. "Quebec was late in start
ing this course," said Louise Anc-

til, -the nurse in charge of the pro
gram, "because the province in
sists it be given by a nurse. In 
other provinces it can be done by 
a lay person. However, since we 
started in February (1981) 2,000 
children have taken it". Before 
the course can be given, she said, 
she must gain the interest of the 
school boards on the Island of 
Montreal. 

Mrs. Anctil believes if children 
can become competent in first aid, 
they may be encouraged when 
older to join the St. John Cadet 
Corps, the Ski Patrol or do work 
for the Ambulance Brigade. 
(Gazette, Aug. 8, '81, E.J. Gordon 
Column). Interested schools may 
contact Mrs. Anctil at (514) 
842-4801 for more detailed 
information. 

Check ski bindings, 
most too tight 

The ski season has descended 
upon us, and with it, potential for 
accidents and injuries. Taking 
proper care of one's equipment is 
a key factor in reducing the 
number of mishaps. However, 
how many of us are so delighted 
to see the approach of spring that 
we quickly stow away our skis 
without a second glance? 

qeort &Cftorle~ FUND RAISING 
HAS HELPED RAISE OVER $3,000,000. 

HOW MUCH DO YOU NEED? 
We have worked with large organizations, small 
ones, schools, civic, fraternal, sports, social and 
cultural groups of all kinds, with phenome.nal 
success. 

Reason? We give you personal, professional help
the kind that really pays off. If you need it we can 
assign a fund-raising expert to work side by side 
with you throughout your drive. 

He helps you plan, organize, stimulate. 

He provides sales aids, control sheets, charts, finan
cial reports. He personally sees to it that your fund 
drive is the overwhelming success you want it to be. 

We've got the - chocolate and 

the feort &Cftorle~ fund-raising team. 

We' re ready to put them to work for you right now. 

Call us at (514) 935-9671 or return the coupon today 
and we'll call you. 

SEND FOR THE qeort &Cftorle~ FUND RAISER 

qeort &Cftorle~ CHOCOLATE INC. 
3187 St. James West, Montreal, Quebec H4C 1G7 

(514) 935-9671 

GENTLEMEN: I like the way you think. Tell me more. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY PROV. POSTAL CODE 

ORGANIZATION PHONE 

HS JAN/FEB 82 

Five years ago the Canadian 
Ski Patrol System set up a 
binding-check service as a preven
tative measure. 'Specially
trained teams of patrollers equip
ped with machines for testing bin
ding release, visited Ontario and 
Quebec ski areas, inviting skiers 
to drop by for a check-up. The im
mediate result was instant line
ups where an alarming nine out of 
ten skiers' equipment flunked the 
test. Wherever the teams went, 
they uncovered all kinds of bin
ding problems. "It wasn't that 
these skiers' bindings were set up 
too tight or out of adjustment. 
The big problem was 'that they 
wouldn't open under any amount 
of pressure. Simply bad 
maintenance ... or no 
maintenance at all . . . release 
mechanisms damaged or corroded 
... of no value at all as far as safe
ty is concerned. There were other 
problems too: poor anti-friction 
pads under the boots, or mis
matched sets where the boots, 
bindings, and skis should never 
have been expected to work 
together." 

Five years ago that was the bad 
news about recreational ski bin
dings on the slopes. Since then 
there's been good news, and plen
ty of it. Whenever the testing 
teams have revisited areas the 
failure rate has been going down 
steadily - to 50%. The second 
year and roughly 10% drops each 
year thereafter ... ' The skiers 
most at risk from faulty binding 
maintenance seem to be the in
termediate recreational skiers ... 
and the check-up clinics have 
clearly spotlighted the danger of 
the neglect. 

So when the snow arrives, and 
the lifts are running, there's an 
open invitations from your 
friendly ski patroller to step up 
for a check-up ... just to be safe. 
(Safety Canada) 

In addition to covering the 
alpine slopes, the ski patrollers 
will also be ensuring our safety on 
the cross-country trails. "The 
System is now determined to ex
pand the patrol service beyond a 
handful of cross-country areas in 
Ontario, Quebec, and the 

School buses: 
How complete 
are checks? 

A severe accident earlier this 
year led to investigations by the 
(U.S.) National Transportati'on 
Safety Board, and the publication 
of at least a preliminary warning 
about what has been, to date, a 
little-known problem. 

The accident happened near 
Quantico, Virginia with the re
sulting death of 11 and serious in
juries to 12 more of the 24 persons 
on board. The bus was a 1959 
model, had been inspected only 
three weeks before the accident, 
and it was in good mechanical 
condition. Tires were not exces
sively worn, brake linings were 
relatively new, brake adjust
ments were within acceptable 
limits, and wear points were pro
perly lubricated. The State of Vir
ginia requires inspection every 
six months. 

The crash severely damaged the 
front axle and steering linkage 
components of the bus. 

However, in examining these 
components, it was found that the 
ball joint which attaches the 
piston rod end of the power steer
ing actuator to the vehicle's sus
pension was separated. This ball 
joint is a standard type commonly 
found in heavy vehicles of various 
manufacture. Six such fittings 
were incorporated in the steering 
linkage of the bus. 

Maritimes . . . to coverage of 
every established trail from coast 
to coast." Accident prevention is 
still the patrol's basic job, and it 
is even more vital in cross
country, where trails are often in
itially laid out by well-meaning 
people who have little knowledge 
of the sport's requirements and 
pitfalls. 

Another aspect of accident 
prevention by the patrol is aimed 
at public education. Every cross
country skier, whether touring, 
through open country or travell
ing established trails, should 
carry a minimum of emergency 
rations and supplies ... A bit of 
chewy, high-carbohydrate food 
and beverage (definitely non
alcoholic), to help cope with any 
unexpected delay due to weather; 
spare equipment in case of 
breakage; extra clothing and sim
ple first-aid material in case of in
jury: these should be in each 
skier's packsack, advise Ross Per
t on, a veteran nordic ski 
patroller. (Safety Canada) 

We congratulate the ski patrol 
on doing a fine job. They can only 
function, however, if they have a 
sufficient number of volunteers. 
If you are a competent skier, 
think about donating some of 
your time. For more information, 
you can contact the Patrol at 
272-2434. 

Training for 
baby sitters 

With winter quickly closing in, 
many parents of young children 
are feeling the effects of cabin 
fever, and as a result, are looking 
for reliable child care. This of 
course, necessitates the services 
of a qualified ba.bysitter. But how 
many parents stop to ask how 
qualified their sitter really is? 

Two local agencies offer train
ing programs for babysitters. 
Students may take the Canada 
Safety Council course from the 
Quebec Safety League in which 
child care, safety, and behavior, 
plus the rights of a babysitter and 
his/her employer are covered. 
The student is also required to 

work several hours as a mother's 
helper and pass a written exam. 
Yves Mondoux, president of the 
League, suggests that parents of
fer graduates of the course an ex
tra 25 cents per hour. "The extra 
pay could act as an incentive for 
more students to take the course 
so that more parents could get 
better service." For more infor
mation phone 482-9110. 

An 18-hour Red Cross Babysit
ting course manual is also 
available. To find out more about 
this program, please call Ghislane 
Parent at 937-7761 (Gazette, Nov. 
30 '81). 

Parents who use babysitters 
should record pertinent informa
tion on a permanent file card to 
show babysitters when they 
arrive. 

• Include your family 
name, address, and 
home phone number 
should the sitter need 
to phone the police or 
ambulance. 

• List children's names 
and ages 

• Record the following 
emergency phone 
numbers: doctor, 
hospital; poison con
trol center; police, 
ambulance, fire 
department, respon
sible neighbor. 

• Indicate location of 
toys, stores, 
sleepwear, diapers, 
food, first aid kit, 
and most important, 
fire escapes or routes. 

• Describe behavior 
patterns of family 
pets. 

• If meals and snacks 
are planned, indicate 
where they are stored 
and serving time. 

The QFHSA safety committee 
would like to hear about the 
various safety education pro
grams being developed in dif
ferent schools as well as who is 
behind their organization. Please 
write Marilyn Ashby at the Home 
and School office. Your ideas may 
benefit others! 

Safety aids from Island Coun~il 
1. The Michelin kit on safety-a series..of five audio

visual documents, suggestions for more than 30 
pedagogical activities and guides for teachers 
(available in English and French). 

2. The educational kit from /'Association d'education 
prescolaire du Quebec and the Compagnie d'Assu
rance-Vie Desjardins entitled L 'enfant de mater
nelle et la securite routiere (available in ·French 
only, by contacting the kindergarten or your 
school's administration. The possibility of produc
ing an Ei:iglish version of this document is being 
studied.) 

3. The American film entitled Death ·zones which 
stresses dangerous areas outside the school bus 
and precautions to be taken. This film is lent out to 
schools on request by calling (418) 643-5539. 
(Available in English and in French. The French ti
tle is Zones mortelles.) 

4. An educational kit from the Ministere des Trans
ports du Quebec and the Federation quebecoise 
de cyclotourisme entitled La bicyclette et la secu
rite routiere. This kit is lent out to schools on re
quest by calling (819) 449-1255. (Available in 
French only. An . English adaptation will soon be 
available.) 

5. An American film entitled Easy Steps. (Available in 
English only. The Conseil has agreed to defray the 
cost of a French adaptation of this film). 

6. An American slide presentation enti_tled School 
Bus Safety (available in English only). 




