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Conscious this year as never 
before or the need for a strong, 
unified c01mtry , Canadians from 
coast to coast are preparing for a 
week of celebrations to mark 
Canada Week. 

Beginning on June 25th, this 
time of national festivities will 
reach its climax on the day that 
since •. Confederation all 
Canadians have held in honour, 
July 1st. 

During that time, a multiplicity 
of events will be held in a variety 
of places ranging from shopping 
centres to schools, from churches 

1 to clubs, from retailers to 
restaurants. Activities will vary 
greatly. Some will fly flags from 
their homes; others, more able or 
adventurous, will arrange for 

,.. Canada Week races, tour
naments and games. 

While mass involvement and 
participation will be the order of 
the day, individuals will be en
couraged to 'do their own thing' 
to make this week a memorable 
feature of Canadian life. This 
year plans are under way to hold 
band concerts featuring music by 
Canadian composers, participate 
in goH tournaments, the prizes 
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being of a distinctive Canadian 
character, arrange displays of 
Canadian arts and crafts, travel 
to sites of Canadian historical 
significance, and otherwise 
display national pride in our 
Canadian heritage. 

'Canada-Give it a Hug' may 
sound corny, but this year a lot of 
Canadians are going to do just 
that-demonstrate just how 
much we appreciate our country, 
how much we value its history 
and how much we love its people. 

Individuals and groups looking 
for ideas to celebrate Canada 
Week can contact the Canada 
Week Committee in Montreal at 
849-5303. 

Popular success HELP 
Enthusiastic Home and Schoolers 
from all over Quebec converged 
on Loews La Cite Hotel in 
Montreal at the beginning of May 
for the Thirty-third Annual 
Meeting and Conference. There 
were about 240 registered 
delegates and about 70 guests, 
and all had a very busy and 
pleasant two days. 

The main parts of the QFHSA 
Conference are the business 
meeting, the workshops and the 
guest speakers, but _one of the 
most important ingredients is the 
interchange between members 
from all the different parts of the 
province. Members and friends 
come from all over to give their 
view of how things are going in 
the different areas of the country, 
and also to profit from the chance 
to get to know each other better. 

The Conference theme this 
year was "Our Home, Our 
School, Our World-Care, Share 
and Survive"-and Roy 
Bonisteel, host of television's 
"Man Alive," opened the Con
ference Thursday evening by 
speaking to this topic. On Friday 
evening, Mr. Claude Ryan, editor 
of the Montreal newspaper Le 
Devoir, spoke on Bill 1. 

Friday morning was occupied 
by the annual business meeting. 
Reports wer~ given of what has 
been happening at Quebec 
Federation this past year, and 

the Nominating Committee 
presented the new slate of of
ficers. 

At lunch, the Quebec Safety 
League put on, with the help of 
seventy-five childr~n from St. 
Michael's School, their new Road 
Safety Program. It was very 
good and it is hoped that it will 
soon go out toalrschools. 

Workshops took the afternoon 
and also Saturday morning and, 
while co-ordinators had been able 
to arrange interesting and topical 
subjects, a few were so popular 
that some delegates could not get 
in, and that some who did squeeze 
in had to sit on the floor. It would 
certainly indicate that they, or 
something similar, should be 
repeated sometime soon. Very 
sincere thanks is due to all 
workshop chairmen and panelists 
for putting together such in
formative and valuable ex
periences. 

At the wind-up luncheon on 
Saturday, Mr. Jacques Mongeau, 
Chairman of the School Council of 
the Island of Montreal, spoke, 
after which several awards were 
made, of which one of the chief 
was to William Asherman, in 
recognition of his twenty-eight 
years as an active member of 
QFHSA. At lunch a beautiful 
concert was given by the students 
from the Preville Fine Arts 

Centre. After dealing with such 
sober subjects as Bill 1 and 
vandalism, it was a refreshing 
change to hear such delightful 
music. 

The new members of 
Federation's executive were then 
installed and, while there was 
regret at losing Betty O'Connell 
as President, QFHSA members 
were pleased to welcome Alex 
Morris in her stead. Betty 
O'Connell was teased about now 
being able to live a lazy life, but 
everyone knows that, as past
president, she will still be very 
active on Home & School's 
behalf. 

As the business session had not 
been completed on Friday 
morning, it reconvened Saturday 
afternoon. Resolutions were dealt 
with with much lively discussion, 
and a committee, chaired by Bill 
Miller, was formed to prepare a 
brief on Bill 1. Volunteers for this 
committee were asked for and 
are still being recruited. 

Thanks to everyone,.. who 
came-delegates, guests, 
panelists-and helped to make 
the Conference such a success, 
and the General Conference 
Chairmen would like to say thank 
you to everyone who worked so 
hard behind the scenes to keep 
things going so well. 

BECAUSE OF THE COSTS OF 
PRODUCING THE BILL ONE BRIEF 
AND OTHER COSTS RELATED TO 
OUR INVOLVEMENT IN OUR 
STRUGGLE WITH THIS BILL, AT 
THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING ON 
TUESDAY, MAY 24th, WE 
DECIDED TO APPEAL TO EACH 
LOCAL FOR A SPECIAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF ONE DOLLAR 
PER MEMBER. PLEASE SEND TO: 

Quebec Federation of Home & 
School Associations, 

4795 St. Catherine Street West 
Montreal, Quebec H3Z 1S8 

FUNDING NEEDED 
BEFORE JULY 1st. 

ALEX J. MORRIS 
President 



Page2 Quebec Home & School News 

Plan optimistically 

.Editorial comment In this, the last issue of the H&S News for 
this school year, we report the joyful ex
perience of our annual coming-together as 
H&S-ers from all parts of the province. 
Many of us will have come away with new 
ideas or reinvigorated commitment to 
small tasks or optlmlstif projects for next 
year's activity. It's time to make decisions 

Maybe Ir- began with a personal ex
perience of student politics in school. 

Or It might have been the result of dab
bling in local politics. 

Wherever the seed was planted, It has 
given rise to a suspicion among many-no, 
more than a suspicion-a certainty that 
power is vested In individuals who together 
determine the decisions of local or far
reaching policies. Such a group is formally 
called a pressure group, and is a specialized 
society within a society. 

and to rebuke. Then it must make decisions. 
It has the duty to make decisions but It has 
no right, to expect to be liked or agreed 
with. But because It Is a legitimate pressure 
grouP, it must weigh the merits of the 
respective positions, then decide, then act. 
We must politely but very firmly resist any 
action of government or individuals that 
encroaches on any area of civil rights. We 
must with consistency resist the temptation 
to apathy and Indecision, and as Claude 
Ryan phrased It, "accommodate ourselves 

Most of us feel overwhelmed by the 
enormous monstrosity of Bill 1, which may, 
in a manner of speaking, seal our fate as a 
community. Claude Ryan's speech 
reassured us that there are Indeed In
dividuals of Integrity and personal courage 
within the "collectivite." He has challeng
ed us to justify our hostility to language 
legislation in its current terms, and to make 
our opinions .known to the government 
through the techniques of parliamentary 
democracy. 

Whatever the outcome of our represen
tations, we must continue to carry the load 
we have borne for so many years as Home & 
School Associations. We must make plans 
for next year, seek out the people to share 
the task, set up our membership campaigns 
and draw up our programs. 

· to mediocrity." Without giv~ng to the Quebec Federation 
of Home & School Associations a status that 
it does not seek, It would nevertheless be 
true to say that the association is a true 
pressure group. Inasmuch as It represents a 
minority in this province, and because It Is 
able to exert its influence in policy-making 
circles such as the Ministry of Education, 
Home and School has the duty to ask 
questions, to probe, to jnqulre, to disturb 

Gone are the days when Home and School 
can be regarded as a group of mothers and 
the very occasional father meddling in a 
field that was considered to be the domain 
of the professional educators. Gone too are 
the days when parents must acquiesce to 
every whim of bureaucracy, be it from the 
local school or a governmental department. 
Days of decision are with us. 

Such activlfies can provide a kind of 
therapy to our jangled nerves, reassuring 
us that all ls not lost. There are still the 
children to look after. 

t~1sm1m;-:mmm~min liim;;:;rnmrnn 1 :;;;;mm: ; : : if!li!H!ilH 

British lindilgs differ: 

TV VIOLENCE: NOT CAUSE OF BEHAVIOUR 
Reprinted from THE SUNDAY TIMES, April 24, 1977 

Professor JAMES HALLORAN 
Director of the Centre for Mass 

Communication Research 

Complaints about violence on 
TV are front-page news again. 
Many people are concerned at 
what they see as a link between 
televised violence and violent 
behaviour. But how well-founded 
is this concern? 

The Centre for Mass Com
mun i cat Ion Research, 
established in 1966, has published 
over 200 books, reports and ar
ticles, many of them on the In
fluence of television, Including 30 
on media violence, aggression or 
delinquency. This work indicates 
that in this country there is no 
clear evidence that television has 
any significant effect on the level 
of violence. 

Studies of criminal and violent 
behaviour would tend to support 
this. We know enough to state 
that watching violence on 
television (as conventionally 
defined) ls not, except possibly in 
a small number of pathological 
individuals, a main cause of 
violent behaviour. There are 
many other far more valid ways 
of accounting for violence. 

sometimes used to support the · 
causal relationship, but ,the 
Surgeon-General's report on the 
million -dollar, 23-project 
research program refers 
cautiously to "a preliminary and 
tentative indication" of a causal 
relation in the short term bet. 
ween viewing violence and 
aggressive behaviour-"oper
ating only on some children" 
(agresslvely predisposed), and 
"only in some circumstances." 
it confirms our work that the 
viewing of violence and aggres-

.sive behaviour could be symp
toms of a wider condition. 

This American research has 
been criticized on several 
grounds, particularly lack of 
clarity and consistency In the use 
of such concepts as violence and 
aggression. But this apart, the 
USA Is different from Britain in. 
many ways, including the nature 
and amount of violence on the 
screen and in society. Neither 
television nor violent behaviour 
can be adequately studied outside 
the wider historical, economic, 
political and sociological context. 

The source of violence is more 
likely to be found in the 
frustrations engendered by such 
factors as inequality, social in
justice, overcrowding and 
modern urban living conditions. 
Television could add to 
frustration and possibly to 
related aggression by en
couraging, particularly for 
deprived groups, levels of 
aspiration and status which 
cannot be achieved. This is one 
question we might ask but the 
problem is not normally thought 
of in this way. 

·There are also other important 
questions about the role of 
television-always remembering 
that there is much more to 
television than violence. These 
questions need not exclude 
violence but they wil I not be of the 
simple causal variety and will not 
be confined to fictional violence 
as most US work is. 

Television and the other media 
set the agenda, define and am
plify problems, and encourage 
expectations and solutions in
cluding the convenient ones 
previously mentioned. The news 
presents event, incident, sen
sation and violence out of con
text, and this could lead to an 
exacerbation of conflict. The way 
television operates may prompt 
some groups to violent action, the 
only way they see of having their 
problems presented. 

The portrayal of violence could 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 
have some positive effect, 
perhaps as a catalyst, on Im
portant Issues. How we react to 
this depends on what we want 
from life, and on what kind of 
societv we want. Much that we 
now unquestioningly accept and 
enjoy stems from past violence 
which, with the help of the 
media, has now been fully leglt
i mated. Moreover, many of 
those who exprJ!ss concern a
bout TV violence do not con
demn all forms of violence. 

Finally we might ask why we 
have violence on television and 
why it Is so popular, particularly 
In fictional programs, where 
aggression and violence are 
linked with individualism, 
heroism, popularity and success. 
What are the commodity and 
ideological functions of television 
violence? Does it present a vital 
aspect of our society, something 
which by reinforcement or 
diversion helps to preserve the 

existing order? Again, these are 
not popular questions but, 
hopefully, together with the other 
questions listed above, they will 
be included in the new research 
program promised by Sir 
Michael Swann and others. 

FOUND 
A pair of tortoise
shell glasses was left 
behind at LaCite by 
one of the members 
or guests attending 
the Annual General 
Meeting. Please 
phone the office (933-
3664) if you have any 
knowledge of them. 

We shouldn't be asking simple 
questions about "the effect of 
television." We rarely ask such 
questions about other institutions 
such as religion or education. But 
this approach is not welco,.d by 
those who tend to oversimplify a 
complex problem and seek 
convenient answers in simple 
terms of cause and eftect. 

American research 

This is not an attempt to ab
solve broadcasters from their 
responsibilities or to ignore or 
dismiss the anxiety and concern. 
Television has influence, but the 
process is not simple and the 
nature and direction are not 
always as commonly supposed. 
To focus on television and use it 

.as a scapegoat implies a wrong 
definition of the problem-the 
real roots of the problem go 

is unrecognized. NOT MUCH BITE IN DENTAL PLAN 
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Legal Deposit Quebec Nalional Library 

By extending free dental care 
to all children under 12 years of 
age, Dr. Denis Lazure, minister 
of social affairs, has ensured t~ 
beautiful smiles of Quebec's 
children but as yet has given no 
guarantees that they will be able 
to chew. Most molars are not 
covered by the plan. 

Current agreements between 
the association of dental surgeons 
of Quebec and the provincial 
government cover only the 12 
front teeth, upper and lower, both 
te,mporary and permanent, and 
the first set of. molars which poke 

By ZOE BIELE.R 

through children's gums when 
they are between six and seven. 

All other molars are not "free 
under the present agreement," 
Dr. Claude Chicoine, president of 
the association, told a press 
conference. The old agreement 
covered children under 10. 

The association's past 
president, Dr. Clyde Covit, said 
the association asked the 
government last October to in
crease coverage to include 
children under 12. 

Or. Chicoine described the 
current agreement as "in
complete, maladjusted and in
coherent," which results in an 
"unpleasant situation for both 
dentists and the public." Dentists 
would like the present agreement 
covering extractions of. both 
temporary and permanent front 
teeth and the six-year permanent 
molars abolished. They contend 
that excluding extractions will 
Increase "preventative measures 
to preserve teeth." 

Reprinted from the MONTREAL STAR, April 29, 1977 
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Wouldn't miss your convention 

Please accept my sincere 
appreciation for your hospitality 
and very warm welcome at 
Federation's Annual Meeting. It 
seems to me that in the last few 
years Federation has made 
enormous strides in coming to 
grip with the very real issues 
which dominate education today. 

Issues such as values, caring 
and survival have given parents 

Come visit with us! 

We are pleased to be here for 
the 33rd Annual Convention held 
by the Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations. 
Let us congratulate you on the 
significant contribution that the 
respective Associations have 
made in the area of education 
over the years. 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to extend an in
vitation for you to visit our 
University. You may wish to 
have a tour with your executive 
committee some evening in 
addition to or to · replace a 
meeting. Likewise you are in
vited •to come on an individua1 
basis or "with high school or 
CEGEP family members. 

If any neE¥1 ari$e~ where you 
feel that Concordia could service 
your association, please feel free 
-to contact the l,i;pson office. 

Many good wishes for a 
profitable 1977-78. 

Marguerite Brien 
Anne Kelly 

and educators opportunities for 
vital discussions and recom
mendations to the government 
and to other pertinent ~roups. 
The Superior Council is anxious 
to ensure parent participation 
and one of its major documents of 
research on this subject will !:Se 
available ip the coming year. 

May I congratulate you on this 
year's conference, which I 
thoroughly enjoyed. In fact, it has 
become practice for the president 
and myself to alternate various 
conferences at which we must be 
present. But when it comes to 
Quebec Federation, I'd rather 
"fight than switch.' 1 

Please convey to the incoming 
president, Mr. Alex Morris, our 
best wishes for a successful year. 
On a personal note, Betty, your 
warmth and dedication have 
made your presidency an out
standing achievement. 

Best wishes to Federation and 
best regards, 

Constance Middleton-Hope 
Vice-president, S:C.E. 

Excellent program 
On behalf of Q.A.S.A many 

thanks for the invitation to attend 
the Saturday luncheon of your 
convention. 

It was certainly very pleasant, 
and the entertainment supplied 
by the Music Groups was ex
cellent. 

The message given to us by the 
Chairman of the Island Council 
was excellent, and I would hope 
that in the next two years we, 
teachers, parents and ad
ministrators, will have the op
portunity to lgqk at some of these 
problems and to find some 
solutions. 

May I congratulate you on your 
·two and a 'half· years of leader
ship, leadership which ''>-t -know 
from experience was given at 
great personal sacrifice on your 
part. - ~ .• - • : .... '" ·< , . , 

Good luck in the coming year, 
and please do not hesitate to call 
upon me if I can be of service to 
you or to Federation. 
Ian Trasler 
Past President, Q.A.S.A. 

Quebec Home & School News 

ALEX 
MORRIS 
President 

Whatever happens during the next 
couple of years, no one in 1980 will be 
able to look back and say that it was 
not an exciting time. Whether we 
like what is happening and what will 
take- place, whether we agree with 
the type of society that the gover
nment of Quebec and some in
dividuals envision or not, we are·in it 
and have to live with it. All the more 
reason then, that al I of us need a 
great deal of support from each 
other. I, as president, depend on the 
close support of the executive and 
the wider suppor:t of the mem
bership through the Board of 
Directors. The local associations 
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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE -.... 

need the contact with and the sup
port of other locals. Needless to say 
you all have the continuing support 
of everyone who is in a represen
tative or-executive capacity. 

Years from now we will be able to 
look back and say "I was president 
(or vice-president, 1>r chairman, or 
member) when such and such a bill 
was introduced. Wliat a time we had 
with that one! But we won because 
we all worked together!" 

As president I am accountable for 
the Home and School Association; as 
parents we are all accountable for 
the educational system to which we 
will commit the children in this 
province. 

Right now Quebec is not the place 
to leave, it is the place to live. 

Fantastic opportunity for parents SUPPORT 
QUALITY 

EDUCATION 
I would like to express my 

appreciation and enthusiasm at 
h<;1ving participa!_ed in this year's 
QFHSA, Annual Convention. This 
was my first one; it will definitely 
not be the last! These were three 
very informative and interesting 
days. There was productive ef
fort throughout-from the 
opening speaker through the 
general meeting, the luncheon 
presentations, the speakers and 
the many interesting workshops. 

I especially valued Mr. Claude 

Ryan's opinions on the current 
issue of language in Quebec, as 
well as the workshop_ on van
dalism and violence which 
certainly was an important one. 
Also, Saturday's luncheon was 
another highlight, combining the 
lively musical presentation by 
the Preville Fine Arts Centre and 
the fine talk given by Mr. 

JO/IV HEtS 
NOW! 

JacquesMongeau. T f I I H&S 
As a concerned parent, I was O Orm OC8 

gratified to see such a gathering 

A great big thank you· regarding 
the annual general meeting 
from _ the past-president 

of personalities, all of whom are Words cannot ~xpress my 
willing and able to devote so thanks and apprec1abo1? to you 
much time and energy to im- f?r all the won~erful thmgs y_ou 
prove the lot of our children in the-- did for me durmg my. stay with 
schools today. What a fantastic you .. The co~erence ~as a 
opportunity for parents to be learmng experience I will not 
informed of the latest happenings forget. 
in all areas that involve their 
children and also to express their 
worries and concerns on how to 
improve the situation if so 
required. 

I'm sure a lot of credit must go 
- to you and the other members of 

the executive committee in 
having organized and planned the 
events of this annual meeting and 
my thanks < and those of every 
other parent with whom I've 
discussed the QFHSA ! ) go out to 
you all. 

Please extend my thanks to all 
who helped make my stay such a 
happy and prosperous one. Do 
send me all the data on how to 
form a Home & School in our 
area-I have talked to Scott 
( Scott Buckle, Vice-Chairman) 
and we hope to do some work on 
it. I did not see Mr. Poisson (the 
Director General who reports to 
the Department of Education) so 
have not had the opportunity to 
tell him about it yet. 

Once again, according to all 
reports, Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations 
has held a most successful 
convention. Under the chair
manship of Alex Morris, a well
rounded, challenging program 
was developed and presented. 
The success of any program is 
most dependent upon the overall 
arrangements of a convention, 
and in this area Barbara Milne
Smith, General Chairman and 
her assistant Ruth Pidduck did 
an outstanding job, assisted by 
many very willing and competent 
members of the AGM committee. 

As in past years, Quebec 
Federation is grateful for the _ 
support and participation - it 
received from educational in
stitutions, teachers, individuals 
an4 the community. This year, 
for the first time, the program 
committee included a school 
commissioner and a teacher. 
Their willingness to share with 
parents their expertise in 
education was responsible for the 
fine progra'TI which developed. 

Most delegates, I am sure, are 

unaware that M.U.C. Youth 
Squad Constable Jim Anderson-
came to the assistance of one of 
Quebec Federation's Committee 
Chairmen who becoQ1e ill. His 
swift and efficient response 
alleviated a most distressing 
moment at the convention. 

There was great appreciation 
for Quebec Federation's Girl 
Friday, our executive secretary 
Donna Sauriol, who endured 
without complaint the usual last 
weeks' pressures prior to and 
following any convention. 

It was on each occasion a real 
pleasure to have children per
forming at the conference and to 
have had the tables decorated 
with place cards and mats made 
by the primary school i;hildren of 
Beacon Hill Elementary School. 

To all of you who performed 
this multitude of tasks, I wish to 
express my sincere personal 
thanks to each of you for a job 
well done. And may I also thank 
the delegates, observers and 
guests who attended, for it was 
your presence that guaranteed 
the success of the convention. 

In closing, I wish to say thank 
you to all those with whom I have 
shared in the rewarding ex-

ELIZABETH O'CONNELL 

perience of working in Home and 
School for the Interests of au 
children. Witho1Jt the help of so 
many of you I could never have 
fulfl lied the task. 

I ( and many more parents, I Please keep in contact. Will 
hope) will be looking forward to write to you. 
next year's meeting. 

Mary Tsekrekos, 
Lachine Rapids H&S 

Gloria Nadeau, 
Chairman, Parents Committee, 
Riviere St. Paul 

Public should be encouraged to attend 
While listening to the excellent 

speakers and panelists who were 
obviously informed and involved 
with the problems tfiat face us 
today, one could not help but feel 
fortunate to be at the QFHSA 
conference. 

The attendance, however, left 
much to be desired when you 
consider the planning that must 
go into something like this. 
Perhaps part of this was due to a 
lack of advertising, but the public 
certainly have to be encow:aged 
to attend a convention of this 
natµre if the QFHSA is to achieve 
their many worthwhile goals. 

The four of us who represented 

Lachine Rapids School qecided it 
would be well worth the small fee 
to share a room at the hotel, as 
this would·give us the facilities to 
''freshen up,'' also a chance to air 
our own opinions to one another. 

Not only was it an interesting 3 
days, it was most enjoyable to 
meet everyone who came. I 
would highly recommend anyone . 
with a desire to keer up with the 
times to join in this extremely 
enlightening seminar. 

Maureen Ellis, 
President, 
Lachine Rapids H&S 
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Home It School Convention 

Much interest shown 
in Federation -activities 

Delegates from all corners of 
the province attended the 
sessions held under the title of 
"Home and School in Action." 
Various members af the Quebec 
Federation Board of Driectors 
led sessions which were then 
followed by a question and an
swer period. 

Held Friday afternoon, then 
repeated on Saturday, the 
sessions covered the wide range 
of Quebec Home and School 
activities . Bill .Asherman, con
stitutional expert, led off with a 
brief history of the Federation 
and its growth from a shaky start 
to its present membership. 

Betty O'Connell, then 
Federation president, gave an 
outline of the Federation's ac
tivities throughout the entire 
province and touched on our 
relationships with other 
educational bodies in Quebec and 
across Canada . 

Barbara Moore, Chairman of 
the Grants for Bilingualism 
Committee outlined her non
ending battle with both Ottawa 
and Quebec to have the vast sums 
of money spent on this program 
accounted for and used to 
augment local school boards' 
teaching of French. 

Jack Chivers covered the 
Federation's insurance policies, 
both for children and adults . A 
lively question and answer period 
followed, with Jack fielding all 
questions in his usual fine style. 

Joan Mansfield· discussed 
measurement and evaluation of 
schoolchildren and outlined 
possible changes in the manner in 

which a student could qualify for 
a Secondary V certificate. 

June Ellingsen described her 
involvement with the curriculum 
council and the changes 
suggested by the members. 
Curriculum is a living, moving 
item that must be constantly 
reviewed and evaluated in -Jight 
of present-day conditions. 

A special session was led by 
David Wadsworth of the Quebec 
Association of Protestant School 
Boards. Mr. Wadsworth an
nounced a special survey that 
would be conducted in all 
Protestant schools in the 
province to provide background 
information for such items as the 
Bill I brief. All schools are urged 
to have their forms completed 
and returned as soon as possible. 
Follow your local school board 
for details. 

~llan Locke, Chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee, 
discussed the preparation and 
disposition of resolutions, urging 
all schools to become involved in 
this important aspect of the 
Federation work. 

Dode Chant and Sandra 
Keightley outlined the operation 
of the "News," both from an 
editorial and advertising point of 
view. More stories and more ads 
are required from the local 
areas. All were reminded that 
this was their newspaper and 
stories and views were always 
most welcome. 

Participants left these sessions 
better-informed and better
equipped to carry on their work 
at the local school level. 
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French for Canada 
Canadian Parents for French is 

a new association of English
speaking parents which has been 
created to: 
a) promote the best possible 
types of French language lear
ning opportunities; 
b) to assist in ensuring that each 
Canadian child has the op
portunity to acquire as great a 
knowledge of French language 
and culture as he or she is willing 
and able to attain; and 
c) more specifically, to establish 
and maintain effective com
munication between interested 
parents and educational and 
government authorities con
cerned with the provision of 
French language learning op
portunities. 

The association was 
· established at a Parents' Con

ference on French Language and 
Exchange Opportunities held in 
Ottawa, March25-27, 1977. 

Membership in Canadian 
Parents. for French will be on an 
individual basis. The formation 
of provincial and local groups 
will be encouraged. 

The new associatioil's national 
conference will be in Ottawa on 
October 14-16. It will meet with 
M. Andre Obadia to coordinate 
the conference with that of the 
Canadian Association of 
Immersion Teachers. CPF 
members may attend any of the 
CAIT worksnops and will join 
CAIT for its. banquet with Mr. 
Keith Spicer as guest speaker. 
CPF will also hold workshops of 
its own to develop recom
mendations and a business 
meeting. 

Country-wide publicity to start 
mid-June. 

For further information, write 
to Terminal, P.O. Bux 8470, 
Ottawa, Ontario KIG 386. 

CONVENTION AWARDS 

To ELIZABETH O'CONNEL from ALEX MORRIS for hard work and 
devotion as PRESIDENT OF QFHSA. 

To WILLIAM ASHERMAN from ELIZABETH O'CONNELL for 28 
years of continuous and outstanding service to QFHSA. 

Acci~ent protection for parents 
The Executive of Quebec 
Federation and many local 
association officers have been 
concerned with respect to per
sonal medical expenses in the 
event of an accident while in the 
performance of Home and School 
duties. 

The Executive requested the 
Insurance Chairman to deter
mine if some type of voluntary 
coverage -could be made 
available. 

At the annual meeting on May 
6, 1977, Mr. Jack Chivers 
reported that the C.N.A. 
Insurance Company would offer 
protection for each individual in 

lakeshore School Board 

the amount of $25,000 in the event 
of accidental death and • a 
schedule of benefits up to a 
maximum of $2~000 in the event 
of major injury ~nd dismem
berment. In addition to this, there 
will be $5,000 Blanket Accidental 
Medical Reimbursement 
protection. Naturally this latter 
coverage would be medi<tal costs 
in excess of those which would be 
covered by the provincial health 
plans. 

It is the intention of Quebec 
Federation to have this coverage 
for approximately twenty 
members of the Executive and 
Board. 

Loss of Director General 
The resignation of Leslie J. B. 
Clark, due to ill health, was 
described by their Chairman as 
"a great blow" to the Lakeshore 
School Board. Mr. Clark's con
tribution, not just to the LSB but 
to the West Island and larger 
educational community, has been 
notable . 

In his service as teacher, ad
ministrator, on committees of 
various educational bodies and of 
the Ministry of Education, many 
have come to know the charac
teristics described by QASA 
when that association honoured 
Mr. Clark in 1975. The 
Distinguished Service Award, 
presented at that time, 
recognized his significant con
tributions to education in the 
province of Quebec, as well as the 
humanitarian characteristics he 
exemplifies in his dealings with 
the entire school community. 

LSBSEEKING 
COMMUNITY INPUT 

Before appointing a new 
Director General, the Board has 
announced that Knute B. 
Sorensen has agreed to assume 
the role of Acting Director 
General, effective June 16, 1977. 

The. Council of elected School 
Commissioners ha:> recently 
embarked on- procedures they 
feel necessary for appointing a 
permanent Director General. All 
members of , the LSB com
munity-teaching and non
teaching employees, parents, 
students and taxpayers-are 
being asked to offer their per
ceptions of the Board's future and 
what future priorities should be. 
The type of person and the 
special skills needed by the chief 
educator will be examined in this 
context. 

It would be possible to extend 
this coverage to the officers of 
local associations if a ,.list of 
names and addresses of those 
persons who were to be covered 
plus a cheque for $5.00 per person 
were sent to the Federation's 
office by September 1st, 1977. 

If you have any questions about 
this type of insurance, please 
contact our Insurance Chairman, 
Mr. Jack Chivers, at 281-1966. 

To PAT LEWIS from LESLIE 
BUZZELL ( BUZZELL AWARD) 
for outstanding service to 
QFHSA. 

To LORNE HAYES (PATER
SON AWARD) for outstanding 
service to the education of child
ren. 

... and to.Macdonald High, Rosedale, Dorval High, Willowdale, Roslyn, Oakridge and Greendale 
Schools f~r their large increases in membership. Also receiving awards were Westminster, 
Beaconsfield and Westpark Schools. 
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Bilingualism in Educadon: .#7HE GUIDELINES ARE NOT CLEAR''! 
From the.office of the Prime Minister 

Dear Mrs. O'Connell: 
Thank you for your letter 

dated February 25, 1977, in 
which you raised questions 
c9ncerning provincial ac
countability reports with 
respect to the federal
provincial programme on 
bitingualism in education. 

It is my understanding that 
a meeting is to be arranged 
between yourself and the 
Honourable John Roberts, the 
Secretary of State. I am 
confident that Mr. Roberts 
will be glad todiscusswtth you 

the points you raise in your 
letter to me. 

May I assure you that I am 
always interested in receiving 
comments and suggestions 
with respect to the federal 
bilingualism programmes, 
particularly as we approach 
the renew a I of the 
programmes in 1979. 

May I again thank you for 
your personal interest in tt\e 
promotion and development of 
bilingualism in education. 

Yours sincerely, 
P. E.Trudeau 

by Barbara Moore, Chairman, Bilingual Grants Committee 

Resolution 12, passed at the 1976 the Honourable John Roberts, on 
QFHSA Annual Meeting, asked April 26th, 1977. The meeting, 
that a submission be prepared which was held in the Secretary 
concerning any new agreement of State's office in the South 
or renewal of Grants for Block of the Parliament 
Bilingualism in Education, and Buildings, was attended by 
that this should be sent to the Elizabeth O'Connell and Barbara 
Federal Government. Moore, on behalf of Quebec 

As the result of Resolution 12 a 
brief was prepared based on the 
guidelines in the Resolution it
self, on previous Quebec 
Federation positions and on our 
Brief to the Government of 
Quebec. 

An appointment to present and 
discuss this Brief was granted by 
the Secretary of State of Canada, 

Federation, a_nd by Douglas 
Noon-Ward, on behalf of the 
Provincial Association of 
Catholic Teachers. 

In addition to the Secretary of 
State, the meeting was attended 
by Mrs. Jane Dobell, Director
General of the Languages Branch 
of the Department of the 
Secretary of State, and Peter 
Duffield, assista·nt to Mr. 

Roberts. It is perhaps symbolic 
that the Brief was presented at 
the same hour that Bill 1 was 
being given fll'st reading in the 
National Assembly in Quebec 
City. 

The Quebec Federation 
delegates were cordially 
received, but the Secretary of 
State was non-committal, other 
than to say that the thoughts 
expressed in the Brief were 
"similar to my qwn" and that 
"negotiations fbr the next 
agreement will be difficult." Mr. 
Roberts' reply to any attempts to 
discuss the present agreement 
was, "The guidelines are not 
clear." 

INTRODUCTION 

The Quebec Federation of 
Home & School Associations was 
founded in 1944 and is part of a 
Canada-wide Federation of Home 
& School Associations. The 
membership of Quebec 
Federation is composed mainly 
of English-speaking parents 
throughout Quebec and· currently 
numbers some 10,000 families. 

OFHSA's Brief to Ottawa 
The use being made by the 

Quebec government of the 
Formula Payments received by 
Quebec under the terms of the 
Federal-Provincial Programme 
for the Development of 
Bilingualism in Education is not 
meeting the needs of the minority 
language students in Quebec 
(English-speaking). As parents 
we desire to prepare our children 
to live and work in Quetiec and to 
participate fully in the "Quebec 
community. At the same time, 
however, we insist that our 
children have a well-rounded 
education , a ,. necessary 
prerequisite for responsible 
citizenship. 

Having already addressed the 
Minister of Education of the 

and a~pirations· of French
speaking Canadians in 
Quebec. 

Freedom of choice is support
ed by: 

a) Sections of the Report of the 
Royal Commission on 
Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism, Volume II, 
Education: 

-Sec. 359, p. 142, refers to the 
moral right of Canadian 
parents to have their children 
educated in the official 
language of their choice. 

-Sec. 404, p. 157, again refers to 
the option of parents to choose 
the language of education for 
their children. 

-Sec. 405, p. 158, sees freedom of 
choice of language of education 
as a way of encouraging 
bilingualism. 

-Recommendation 9, p. 158, 
states, "We recommend that 
when both types of school exist 

Brief Highlights-

• The introduction made the 
point that the use being 
made by the Quebec 
Government of present 
bilingualism funds does not 
meet the needs of minority 
language (Eng I ish
speaking) students in 
Quebec. As parents we 
desire to prepare our 
children to live and work in 
Quebec and to participate 
fully in the Quebec com
munity. At the same time, 
however, we insist that our 
children have a well
rounded education, a 
necessary prerequisite for 
responsible citizenship. 

• Freedom of choice of the 
language of education was 
stressed, backed up by five 
sections of the Report of the 
Royal Commission on 
Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism, as well as the 

Province of Quebec on this 
subject, we now address this 
Brief, on the terms of future 
programmes, to the Secretary of 
State, Canada. 

I. The Quebec Tederation 
of Home & School 
Associations stands for 
freedom of choice for 
parents-all parents-to 
select either English or 
French as the primary 
language of instruction for 
their children. We do not 
believe' that acceptance of 
this principle is in any w~y 
inconsistent with the needs 

original federal-provincial 
agreement, and four 
common sense reasons. 

• We pointed out the funds 
were intended to cover 
supplementary costs and 
quoted three sections of the 
B & B Report, both the 
original and renewal of the 
agreements as covered in 
the press releases, and 
letters from the Secretary of 
State to support this point. 

• We asked that any new 
agreement or renew a I of the 
existing agreement include 
a) clear guidelines for the 
provinces as to the ap
plication of the funds, 
b) require proof by audit 
that the application con
forms to the guidelines laid 
down and c) acceptance of 
the above principles shall.be 
a requisite for the granting 
of funds. 

in the community, the right of 
parents to send their children 
to either the majority language 
school or the official minority 
language school be 
recognized." It goes on to note 
that the freedom of choice 
applies to both minority and 
majority language parents. 

-Recommendation 10, Sec. 407, 
p. 159, must be considered with 
Recommendation 9 and states, 
"We recommend that the 
linguistic and cultural 
character of the official 
language minority schools be 
preserved by limiting, where 
necessary , the numbers of 
majority language students 
attending these schools," 

b) The original Federal
Provincial Agreement which, as 
outlined in Release No. 9-970E, 
dated September 9th, 1970, stated 
clearly: "The objectives of the 
program as agreed to by the 
federal and provincial govern
ments .are to ensure that, insofar 
as it is feasible, Canadians have 
the opportunity to educate their 
children in the official language 
of their choice and that children 
have the opportunity to learn, as 
a second language, the other 
official language of their coun
try." 
This freedom of choice was 
denied in the renewal (Press 
Release, May 27th, 1974). We 
protest this change and consider 
it a regressive step, one which 
goes against the best interests of 
individuals who wish to par
ticipate in the promotion of 
bilingualism and goodwill across 
Canada. 

The Quebec Federation of 
Home & School Associations' 
position on the right of parents to 
choose the language of education 
is based on: 
a) The right of parents to act in 
the best interests of their 
children. Freedom of choice of 
the official language of education 
recognizes this right. Denial of 
this right enables the state to 
manipulate children for political 
purposes. 
b) There is more goodwill and 
participation when people freely 
choose to do something. This 
applies to learning a language as 
well as other facets of life. 
c} Bilingualism facilitates the 
mobility of Canadians and 
enables them to feel at home in 
any part of Canada, and so should 
be within the grasp of all 
Canadians, should they so desire. 
d) QFHSA experience has shown 
that, in actual fact, parents in 
Quebec who send their children to 
"the other language school" do so 
because they feel that the second 
language (English or French) is 
not adequately taught in the 
schools their children would 
normally attend, not because of 
any desire to forsake their own 
culture. 

II. Federal funding 
through the federal
provincial programme of 
bilingualism in education
was intended to cover 
supplementary costs in
curred in providing 
minority language schools 
and second language 
education. Fully aware of 
Sec. 503 of Vol. II, we 
nevertheless feel that both 
the federal and provincial 
governments have a moral 
obligation to ensure that 

these funds are used for 
the purposes for which 
they were given. 

The intent of the Federal 
Funding is clear: • 

-Sec. 498, p. 191, recognizes the 
possibility of extra costs. 

-Sec. 502, p. 192, states that it is 
reasonable for the federal 
government to reimburse the 
provincial government for the 
extra costs involved. 

-Recommendation 26, p. 193, 
stated "We recommend that 
the federal government accept 
in principle the responsibility 
for the additional costs in
volved in providing education 
in the official minority 
language." 

-Both the original agreement 
and the renewal refer to funds 
to assist the provinces with the 
supplementary costs incurred 
in provjding minority language 
education and second language 
instruction. 

-Letters from the Secretary of 
State to QFHSA, to MPs and to 
other parties all refer to 
reimbursements of extra costs, 
supplementary costs or similar 
wording. News releases from 
the Secretary of State, when 
referring to second language 
teaching, refer to extra costs. 

When provinces accept the funds 
but refuse to use them for the 
purpose for which they were 
given, then for the federal 
government to continue to pass 
on these funds to the provinces 
concerned is an irresponsible use 
of the taxpayers' money. 

III. A new agreement 'for 
bilingualism in education 
will probably be signed in 
197_9. 

The present agreement ends in 
1979, ten years after the original 
agreement was signed, more 
than fifteen years since much of 
the research on which it was 
based was conducted. Before 
further commitments are made 
by the federal government, the 
current needs of the people in the 
various parts of Canada must be 
assessed. 
The Quebec Federation of Home 
& School Associations demands 
that any new agreement for 
bilingualism in education, or any 
renewal of the existing 
agreement, include the 
following: 
a) clear guidelines for the , 
provinces as to the application of 
these funds 
b) require proof or demon
stration (by audit) that th~ ap
plication conforms to the 
guidelines laid down 
c) acceptance of the above 
principles shall be a prerequisite 
for the granting of funds. 

IV. It is useless to have 
bilingualism as a national 
goal and to provide fun
ding to the provinces to 
carry it out unless the 
federal government is 
prepared to take whatever 
steps are necessary to 
ensure that the money is 
used for the purposes for 
which it is given. 

POEMS 
WANTED 

The Nationa I Society of Published Poets is com
piling a book of poems. If. you have written a 
poem and would like our society to consider it for 
publication, send your poem and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: 

NATIONAL SOCIETY 
OF PUBLISHED POETS, INC. 

<ID 

P.O. Box 1976 
Riverview, Florida, U.S.A. 33569 
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Second of Two Pails: 

Pc,rnography: 

Quebec Home & School News 

by Peter D. Schalin 
University of Alberta 

Prime cause of creeping dehumanization 
Somebody out there isn't going to 
like this, but pornography isn't 
the innocent little stuff that some 
of us thought it was. Most people 
greet it with a snicker and 
describe it as just some harmless 
literature that keeps dirty old 
men out of mischief. 

In the previous article on 
pornography <April issue), I 
talked about how we become so 
accustomed to things in life 
<especially if they are exposed in 
slow, gradual dosages), that we 
no longer think of them as being 
something unusual. Pornography 
is one of these. Some time ago I 
did some intensive research into 
this whole subject. I studied the 
Report of the Longford Com
m it tee Investigating Por
nography < officially presented to 
the British Government House of 
Lords in 1972) and the dissenting 
section of the Report of the 
President's Commission on 
Obscenity and Pornography 
<officially presented to the 
American Government
Congress and the President-in 
1970). Most quotations given are 
from the above reports. 

PORNOGRAPHY 
ANDSEX 

Pornography is basically 
concerned with sex. Specifically, 
the British Report defines por
nography as that which "exploits 
and dehumanizes sex." D. H. 
Lawrence, the world-famous 
novelist, defines pornography as 
"doing dirt on sex." 

Why such harsh statements 
concerning the effect of por
nography on sex? Human beings 
are not just sex machines (put in 
a dime and out comes a neatly 
wrapped package of sex) . Human 
beings are people, and people 
have emotions, needs- and 
desires ; when people view and 
use human beings as mere-ob
jects of sexual gratification they 
are essentially destroying them. 
You cannot separate sex from the 
individual-the two are as in
terconnected as birds and wings. 

This interconnection is not 
merely a theory-the abuse of 
this relationship is a very real 
fact which causes much suffering 
and pain in the lives of thousands 
of people every day. Por
nography tends to (1) destroy 
that relationship and (2) rip 
down sex from its noble and high 
position of beauty to an animalish 
base desire which by instinct 
alone must be crudely satisfied. 

Let me support these 
statements with some significant 
quotations. In the words of the 
British educationalist 
<Holbrook): 

"The danger of por
nography is that in 

separating sex, in the 
schizoid war, from the 
personal and by reducing 
the object of sexual at
tention to a thing, it can 
undermine sexual love as 
a source of meaning." 

From a well-known American 
p;ychoanalyst <Dr. Shainess): 

' 'The purpose of por
nography is to sexually 
arouse the viewer or 
reader in a degrading 
way, rather than to 
suggest sex in a 
meaningful interpersonal 
relationship." 

The fact that pornograph~ is 
designed to stimulate or arouse 
has been well-established 
through extensive documentation 
for quite some time. The 
evidences cited in the British 
Report to this effect are over
whelming. The issue is not: does 
pornography arouse?, but: what 
repercussions develop from its 
arousal? From the conclusion of 
the British Report comes a 
powerful statement: 

we are against ,,.., 
pornography precisely 
because we are for a 
loving, pleasurable and 
satisfying sexual ex
pression and experience 
as a means of enhancing 
the lives of men and 
women." 

PORNOGRAPHY 
AND LOVE 

Look at it from another angle. 
We have already seen that the 
British Report condemns por
nography for its dehumanization 
and lack of love. The American 
Report, p. 387, gives a similar 
condemnation: Not only is love 
absent from pornography, but 
pornography severely hampers 
and destroys love in people. No 
truthful man., upon reading a 
pornographic magazine, is in
spired to a greater love for his 
wife, a deeper respect for her 
wishes, a stronger desire to 
understand her feelings, a deep
er concern for her problems and 
a greater devotion to her as a 
wife and a mother. Pornography 
causes men to think of women as 
sex machines. 

I have yet to see how por
nography will inspire a young 
man to respect women. The 
repercussions of pornography 
are obvious and proven by 
history. Let me give two official 
statements as examples of the 
norm. "There has not been a sex 
murder in the history of our 
department in which the killer 
was not an avid reader- of lewd 
magazines"-Herbert W. Chase, 
former Detroit Police Inspector. 
" I have never picked up a sex 
deviate who didn't have the stuff 

MONTESSOR1 SCHOOL INC. 
Registration 1975-76 

French or bilingual classes 
7 locations - Transportation 

Applications Accepted Now 
for Sept. 1977-78 

For information call registrar 272-7040 

with him, either on his person, in 
his house or in his car"-Staff 
Sergeant Andrew (Morality 
Control Unit), Edmonton City 
Police· Force. 

PORNOGRAPHY 
AND PEOPLE 

Finally, pornography is wrong 
because it destroys the in
dividual. Here are some 
quotations: 

1. "Is a pornographic 
picture of a woman-or a 
man . . . likely to produce 
feelings of respect for the 
human dignity of a person 
in the picture or is it likely 
to degrade them? Very 
few people would like to 
see their wives, mothers, 
sisters or daughters in a 
pornographic picture 
because of the innate 
feeling that this kind of 

picture detracts from 
human dignity." (British 
Report) 
2. ''Pornography is 
loveless, it degrades the 
human being, reduces him 
to the level of an animal." 
<American Report) 
3. "The effect . of por
nography is to turn women 
( and indeed men .. . ) from 
human beings into objects 
of lust. It has a strong 
dehumanizing trend .. . 
The trend in dress-or 
rather __undress-in ad
vertising seems to have 
followed the tendency to 
make women into sexual 

~ objects rather than 
rational human beings." 
<British Report) 

· Probably the most significant 
way pornography destroys the 
individual is through the 
frustration it causes. Por
nography is intended to arouse 

A positive positiJn on language polcy 

The language 
of Education 
Statement 

The Education Statement portion 
of "A Positive Position on 
Language Policy" was co
chaired by Dr. John Simms of 
PSBGM and Rebert Dobie of 
PACT, and approved by 
teachers' groups, school boards, 
flarents' associations and in
dividuals interested in the 
language of education. 

The committee- for the 
Advancement of Minority Rights 
in - Quebec, in this statement, 
have no quarrel with the White 
Paper assumption that French 
should be the primary language 
in all fields. However, they do 
obj~t to provisions in the White 
Paper on Langu~ge Policy which 
are clearly aimed at restricting 
education in the English 
language and sapping the 
English community of its vitality. 
The effect of such restrictions is 
seen to be the gradual erosion of 
the English schools in the 
province and therefore of the 
English presence. 

A disturbing assumption in the 
White Paper that Quebec has 
already separated from Canada 
is seen in the proposal to deny the 
new anglophone arrivals from 
the rest of Canada the same 
treatment as for anglophones 
already here. 

A tendency to ignore the 
English response to the "Quiet 
Revolution" is noted. Outdated 
statistics do not reflect the fact 
that this generation of 
anglophone parents has been 
firm and unequivocal in its 
demands that its children be 
taught French. In the English 
schools, French is taught at 
every level, and thousands of 
anglophone youngsters have been 
enrolled in French immersion 

courses since they were begun a 
decade ago. 

Anglophone Quebec is 
producing the most bilingual 
generation in its history. Many 
unilingual adults are determined 
to see their children fully in
tegrated into the life of Quebec. 
Integration is not seen in terms of 
the disappearance of the English
speaking community or pu1ling 
English culture out by its 
collective roots. English schools 
of the highest quality should be 
maintained so that our children 
may also be assured of a good 
education in their mother tongue. 

Government disincentives to 
anglophone immigration into 
Quebec , from Canada and 
abroad, are seen as a factor in 
accelerating an already declining 
population, with longer-term 
implications for the fate of 
English colleges and universities. 

The position that English
speaking immigrants should be 
able to use the English school 
implies a second-class citizenship 
status for other immigrants by 
denying them the same choice. 
The resolution of this undesirable 
situation is seen to be to make 
education in French a desirable 
choice, a choice that a majority 
of foreign immigrants would 
freely make. 

Data cited in the White Paper 
show that immigrants want their 
children to be educated in both 
languages. Offering this type of 
education in French schools 
could encourage immigrants to 
choose French schools willingly, 
which is seen as preferable to 
legislation and coercion. 

Social justice and a healthy 
social climate in Quebec are 
more likely to be achieved by 
making Frenc_h and English pub-

normal sexual passions. 
Unfortunately, instead of then 
satisfying these sexual passions, 
it merely leaves the person 
hanging-often at an intense 
level of sexual excitement-but 
without release. What is the 
frustrated individual supposed to 
do then? Do such repeated ex
perienced free a person into 
sexual freedom or do they en
slave a person into sexual bon
dage, forcibly driving him to seek 
sexual satisfaction in whatever 
means possible, even contrary to 
his will and often at the expense 
of innocent victims? 

It is because I am for sex (in its 
proper place) that I am against 
pornography. Let's have sex in 
its pure original form . Sex is 
beautiful when it is used as God 
planned-in marriage for 
pleasure and procreation-it is 
man who takes God's cr~ation 
and pollutes, perverts and 
eventually destroys it. 

I 
lie schools e(}!glllY accessible to 
all ._ 

The reality of Quebec today is 
that French is more and more the 
predominant language of work. It 
will be clear to anyone moving 
into Qyebec that no matter how 
important English is, 1t is also 
essential to know French if one 
wants to have a full . ·range of 
opportunities in this province. 

The position of the committee 
is that second-language teaching 
should be an integral part of 
every Quebec student's 
education. Every child in the 
province should have the op
portunity to become as 
beautifully bilingual as are most 
of the ministers in the present 
Government of Quebec. 

Those who speak English 
are also Quebecers, and have 
rights, as do those French
speaking Quebecers whose 
rights are to be affirmed by 
the Language Policy. There 
are situations where the 
pursuit of the latter rights 
take on an element of 
coercion rather than com
mon sense. It does not seem 
that imposing a francization 
program on a school board, 
municipality or teachers' 
association has any purpose 
but to make English
speaking citizens feel as if 
they are collectively being 
put in a second-class com
partment. School board and 
educational institutions 
serving a predominantly 
English-speaking public 
ought to be allowed to fun
ction internally in English 
and to communicate with 
their constituents in English. 

The final paragraph of the 
education statement expresses in 
more general terms the feelings 
and beliefs which give rise to the 
position taken. 

"We are obviously not going to 
consent to our diminution, much 
less our extinction, as a com
munity. On the contrary, we are 
obliged to resist all threats to our 
collective existence by every 
lawful means in our power. We 
are not here on sufferance. This 
is our home. We are Quebecers, 
and we wish to share a common 
future with all other Quebecers in 
a spirit of mutual respect and 
understanding." 

, 
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Nutrition ft Environmental Stress - Fliday PM . 

Can our children survive? By Harriet Drake, Society for 
Emotionally Disturbed Children, 
Workshop Speaker. 

"In the area of learning and 
behavioural disorders there is 
mounting evidence that factors in 
food, environmental pollution 
and light may adversely affect 
the child," said Ms. Drake. 

"The educational services 
offered to a child \ID}O is having 
problems in school are only one 
component of his success, as 
perhaps are special behavioural 
techniques, social services or 
psychiatric care, but there is no 
virtue in manipulating his 
psychosocial environment 
without looking at his biophysical 
environment which includes food, 
heat, and chemicals to which we 
are all exposed. 

JUNK FOODS: 

The common truth is that while 
a child fills up on empty-calorie 
foods, he is not receiving his daily 
nutritional requirements-the 
substances which the cells of his 
vulnerable body need to grow and 
develop. 

One cannot only criticize the 
children who consume the junk 
food, and the parents who buy it, 
but also the gigantic powerful 
food industry seducing us to 
consume the dubious food 
products. It has been proven that 
very young children cannot 

distinguish conceptually between 
programming and advertising; 
they do not understand that the 
purpose of a commercial is to sell 
a product. Through insidious 
advertising, the industry is 
creating desires for food which is 
not good for children. 

SCHOOL FOOD: 

More and more children are 
staying at school for lunch, and 
the quality of the school food 
should be a very serious concern 
of all parents. 

If the only economical way to 
dispense food is vending 
machines, it is up to the school 
board, perhaps through parental 
pressure, to insist that nutritious 
food is di~pensed. 
_ In Montreal, due to the dogged 
determination and initiative of 
Mme Nicole St. Jean-Demers, of 
the School Council of the Island of 
Modtreal, junk food is forbidden 
in all the secondary schools of 
eight large school boards. 

This program, much easier to 
have been implemented at the 
elementary level, was initiated at 
the higher grades because Mme 
Demers was concerned about the 
future babies of the teenagers of 
today. The nutritional status of 
the mother can have a profound 

effect on the intellectual capacity 
of a child, as proven by Agnes 
Higgins of the Montreal Diet 
Dispensary. Her "blue ribbon 
babies" were born to the 
nutritionally-supplemented 
mother. 

The U.S. government has given 
the school h,Jnch program close 
scrutiny. Because vitamins are 
lacking in the diet, they decided 
that since children eat 
doughnuts, they would inject a 
small quantity of vitamins into 
this food, and authorize it as part 
of the school lunch program. 
Would it not be better to ban the 
doughnut and offer food of higher 
natural vitamin content'? 

ALLERGIES OR 
ADVERSE REACTIONS: 

~ 

There is a storm of controversy 
on the use of "allergy" to 
describe the reactions of children 
and adults to a wide diversity of 
substances. To the allergist, the 
reactions are not classical 
allergies and, therefore, they will 
not often discuss the subject. A 
segment of our population is 
reacting adversely to foods, air
borne contaminants, inhalents, 
etc., which result, not in classical 
rhinitis, hives and asthma, but 
reactions in any system of the 

Living with traffic 

The ROAD SAFETY SHOW sponsored by BP CANADA was presented by the QUEBEC SAFETY 
LEAGUE at the Convention Luncheon, Friday, May 6. Taking part were children from ST. 
MICHAEL'S SCHOOL who were fascinated by ELMER THE SAFETY ELEPHANT. The presenta
tion was the North Maerican premiere of a very successful program developed in the United 
Kingdom. 

body. They can be halted by the 
elimination of the offending 
substance, or perhaps exposure 
to it on a rotating basis. The food 
which is a favourite is often the 
one to which one is allergic ; in 
the same way the alcoholic 
craves the alcohol which makes 
him ill, the child craves the 
substance which makes him sick. 

FOOD ADDITIVES: 

A California allergist, Dr. Ben 
Feingold, has caused a furor in 
the nutrition and food technology 
fields maintaining that food 
additives, particularly the food 
coloring and food dyes, are 
causing hyperactivity, distrac
tibility and inattentiveness in 
children. 

The Dr. Keith Connors, of 
University of Pittsburgh, and a 
subsequent Wisconsin study, 

adverse effect on hwnans. 
Recently in Ithaca, N.Y., an 

"acid" rain poured down, carried 
perhaps thousands of miles from 
industrial sites, but although a 
weak concentration, it killed 
brook trout, white suckers, frogs. 
Studies at Cornell University 
have found that more than half 
the mountain lakes at altitudes 
over 2,000 feet in New York State 
are highly acidic and, of those, 
90% are devoid of fish life. 

We, in Canada, must not be 
smug. In the interest of 
preserving the forests of eastern 
Canada, the trees are sprayed to 
kill the spruce budworm disease. 
Dr. John Crocker of Dalhousie in 
Halifax has found a possible link 
between Rye's Syndrome, a rare 
but sometimes fatal children's 
illness, and emulsifiers used in 
chemical spraying. 

tested Feingold's hypothesis . LIGHT, HEALTH, 
without conclusive results but AC AD E M IC 
recommended further study be BEHAVIOUR: 
done. , 

The food industry is aware of 
conswner concern. Three of the 
baby food manufacturers have 
removed salt and sugar from 
their products, and, of course, 
monosodiwn glutamate has been 
eliminated for some time. 

HYPERACTIVE 
CHILDREN: 

In treating the hyperactive 
child, many doctors and school 
personnel recommend the use of -
stimulant drugs such as Ritalin to 
enable the child to concentrate 
more effectively . It is recognized 
that it may be necessary for 
many distractable children for a 
period of time. 

What about the definitive cause 
of hyperkinesis'? The in
discriminate use of the drugs 
does not cure the problems, but 
serves as a palliative only. It is 
imperative that one look for the 
causes! 

There is evidence in the 
literature that the growth c·urve 
of children on stimulant drugs is 
lower than normal, but they do 
appear to catch up when taken off 
drugs. Some teachers and 
parents have objected to the use 
of medication on the basis of side 
effects, and the apparent 
reluctance of educators, doctors, 
psychologists, to utilize other 
method of ameliorating · the 
problem. 

Perhaps there are a multitude 
of causes, and therefore a 
multitude of solutions for these 
hyperactive children. 

TRACE ELEMENTS 

Another aspect of biochemical 
approach to disabilities is the 
study of the delicate balance 
between the trace minerals in the 
body. Determination_ of trace 
mineral levels is done on hair 
samples in facilities in the United 
States, but to our knowledge not 
here in Canada. There is a sub
stantial b()dy of literature on 
animal research and, more 
recently, on children, correlating 
high levels of lead in the body 
with hyperactive behaviour. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HAZARDS 

With the advent of our highly 
technological age, it would be 
naive of us to assume that those 
substances being spewed into the 
environment would not have an 

John Ott of Sarasota, Florida, 
has worked for 45 years in plant 
biology, first for his own interest 
and then in doing time-lapse 
photography for Walt Disney, 
most recently , photographing 
flowers for On A Clear Day You 
Can See Forever. He found that 
the type of light and the daily 
duration vitally affect the 
growth, vitality, and even the 
reproductive mechanisms of 
plants. His work is docwnented in 
his book, Health and Light, as 
well as on a film, Exploring the 
Spectrwn. 

By use of Ott's time-lapse 
photography in a scientifically
controlled study, Dr. Lewis 
Mayron studied the academic 
achievement and behaviour of 
schoolchildren. Four first-grade 
classrooms were utilized for the 
experiment. Cool white 
fluorescent tubes in unmodified 
fixtures were installed in two 
rooms, and in the other two 
rooms special full-spectrum and 
special vita-lite fluorescent tubes 
were used. The cathode elements 
at the ends of the tubes were 
wrapped with lead foil to shield 
against soft X-rays. Acai:lemic 
achievement of the children was 
evaluated three times during the 
experiment. 

It was clearly demonstrated 
that the use of the full-spectrum 
fluorescent lighting and radiation 
shielding decreased the 
'hyperactivity level of the 
children in the experimental 
classrooms as compared to the 
students in the two control 
classrooms. 

CONCLUSION 

It behooves agencies who are 
dealing daily with distressed 
children and adults who may be 
suffering from nutritional and 
environmental insults to demand 
that Federal monies be allocated 
for research into not only ef-

. fective treatment regimes but 
also definitive causes of these 
disorders. 

In the meantime parents and 
their children cannot wait for all 
the answers to come in, for 
studies to be done, validated and 
revalidated. Daily they are faced 
in their homes, schools and 
communities with glaring 
examples of lack of effective 
treatment programs. But maybe 
as a first step we should insist 
that our environment be kept free 
from pollution, and our food be 
made safe and nutritious for both 
children and adults." 
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Also ilcklded here are segments from: 

• The 'Ontario Human Rights Code' 

• Preamble to the British Nmth America Act 
and Comment 

• Two (2) Segments from the United Nations 
"Universal Declaration of Human Rig~" 

Can we accept Section 172 of B■ 1? 

Can Charters as important as that of the 
''Human Rights and Freedom" be changed 

at the whin of Governments? 

This wl effect every person ii Quebec 
"-- our ilherited rights are beilg subject to 

change • • • and not for the better! 

UNESCO 
UNIVERSAL 
DECLARATION 
OF ·, 

I 
HUMAN 
R·IGHTS 

Now therefore, the General 
Assembly proclaims this 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights as a common standard of 
achievement for all peoples and 
all nations to the end that every 
individual and every organ of 
society, keeping this Declaration 
constantly in mind, shall strive 
by teaching and education to 
promote respect for these rights 
and freedoms and by progressive 
measures, national and in
ternational, to secure their 
universal and effective 
recognition and observance, both 
among the peoples of Member 
States themselves and among the 
peoples of territories under their 
jurisdiction. 

Article 1 

All human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights . 
They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood. 

Article 2 

Everyone is entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms set forth in 
this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as 
race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status. 
Furthermore, no distinction 

shall be made on the basis of the 
political, jurisdictional or in
ternational status of the country 
or territory to which a person 
belongs, whether it be in
dependent, trust, non-self
governing or under any other 
limitation of sov~reignty. 

Article 26 

<I> Everyone has the right to 
education. Education shall be 
free, at least in the elementary 
and fundamental stages. 
Elementary education shall be 
compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be 
made generally available and 
higher education shall be equally 
accessible to all on the basis of 
merit. 
(2) Education shall be directed 
to the full development of the 
human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. It shall promote un
derstanding, tolerance and 
friendship among all nations, 
racial or religious groups, and 
shall further the .activities of the 
United Nations for the main
tenance of peace. 
(3) Parents have a prior right to 
choose the kind of education that 
shall be given to their children. 
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HUMAN RIGHJ 
Charte des droits et libertes de la personne 

CHARTER OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FREEDOMS 

WHEREAS every human being 
possesses intrinsic rights and 
freedoms designed to ensure his 
protection and development; 

Whereas all human beings are 
equal in worth and dignity, and 
are entitled to equal protection of 
the law; 

Whereas respect for the dignity 
of the human being and 
recognition of his rights and 
freedoms constitute the foun
dation of justice and peace; 

Whereas the rights and 
freedoms of the human person 
are inseparable from the rights 
and freedoms of others and from 
the common well-being; 

Whereas it is expedient to 
solemnly declare the fun
damental human rights and 
freedoms in a Charter, so that 
they may be guaranteed by the 
collective will and better 
protected against any violation; 

Therefore, Her Mai_esty, with 
the advice and consent of the 
National Assembly of Quebec, 
enacts as follows: 

PARTI 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FREEDOMS 

CHAPTERI 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9. Every person has a right to 
non-disclosure of confidential 
information. 

No person bound to a 
professional secrecy by law and 
no priest or other minister of 
religion may, even in judicial 
proceedings, disclose con
fidential information revealed to 
him by reason of his position or 
profession, unless he is 
authorized to do so by the person 
who confided such information to 
him or by an express provision of 
law. 

The tribunal must, ex officio, 
ensure that professional secrecy 
is respected. 

10. Every person has a right to 
full and equal recognition and 
exercise of his human rignts and 
freedoms, without distinction, 
exclusion or preference based on 
race, colour, sex, civil status, 
religion, political convictions, 
language, ethnic or national 
origin or social condition. 

Discrimination exists where 
such a distinction, exclusion or 
preference has the effect of 
nullifying or impairing such 
right. 

11. No one may distribute, 
publish or publicly exhibit a 
notice, symbol or sign involving 
discrimination, or authorize 
anyone to do so. 

CHAPTER 6 
( Assented to 'l:l June 1975) 

12. No one may, through 
discrimination, refuse to make a 
juridical act concerning goods or 
services ordinarily offered q> the 
public. 

13. No one may in a juridical 
act stipulate a clause involving 
discrimination. 

Such a clause is deemed 
without effect. 

14. The prohibitions con
templated in sections 12 and 13 do 
not apply to the person who 
leases a room situated in a 
dwelling if the lessor or his 
family resides in such dwelling, 
leases only one room and does not 
advertise the room for lease by a 
notice or any other public means 
of solicitation. 

15. No one. may, through 
discrimination, inhibit the access 
of another to public tran
sportation or a public place, such 
as a commercial establishment, 
hotel, restaurant, theatre, 
cinema, park, camping ground or 
trailer park, or his obtaining the 
goods and services available 
there. 

16. No one may practise 
discrimination in respect of the 
hiring, apprenticeship, duration 
of the probationary period, 
vocational training, promotion, 
transfer, displacement, laying
off, suspension, dismissal or 
~onditions of employment of a 
person or in the establishment of 
categories or classes of em
ployment. 

17. No one may practise 
discrimination in respect of the 
admission, enjoyment of 
benefits, suspension or expulsion 
of a person to, of or from an 
association of employers or 
employees or any professional 
corporation or association of 
persons carrying on the same 
occupation. 

18. No employment bureau 
may practise discrimination in 
respect of the reception, 
classification or processing of a 
job application or in any 
document intended for sub
mitting an application to a 
prospective employer. 

19. Every employer must, 
without discrimination, grant 
equal salary or wages to the 
members of his personnel who 
perform equivalent work at the 
same place. 

A difference in salary or wages 
based on el(perience, seniority, 
years of service, merit, 
productivity or overtime is not 
considered discriminatory if such 
criteria are common to all 
members of the personnel. 

20. A distinction, exclusion or 
preference based on the aptitudes 
or qualifications required in good 
faith for an employment, or 
justified by the charitable, 
philanthropic, religious, political 
or educational nature of a non
profit institution or of an in
stitution devoted exclusively to 
the well-being of an ethnic group, 
is deemed non-discriminatory. 

CHAPTER II 
POLITICAL RIGHTS 

21. Every person has a right of 
petition to the National Assembly 
for the redress of grievances. 

22. Every person legally 
capable and qualified has the 
right to be a candidate and to vote 
at an election. 

CHAPTER III 
JUDICIAL RIGHTS 

23. Every person has a right to 
a full and equal, public and fair 
hearing by an independent and 
impartial tribunal, for the 
determination of his ri~ts and 
obligations or of the merits of any 
charge brought against him. 

1 The triounal may decide to sit 
in camera, however, in the in
terests of morality or public 
order. 

It may also sit in camera in the 
interests of children, particularly 
in matters of divorce, separation 
from bed and board, marriage 
annulment or declaration or 
disavowal of paternity. 

24. No one may be deprived of 
his liberty or of his rights except 
on grounds provided by law and 
in accordance with prescribed 
procedure. 

25. Every person aFFeSted or 
detained must be treated with 
humanity and with the respect 
due to the human person. 

26. Every person confined to a 
house of detention has the right to 
separate treatment appropriate 
to his sex, his age and his 
physical or mental condition. 

27. Every person confined to a 
house of detention while awaiting 
the outcome of his trial has the 
right to be kept apart, until final 
judgment, from prisoners ser
ving sentence. 

28. Every person arrested or 
detained has a right to be 
promptly informed, in a language 
he understands, of the grounds of 
his arrest or detention. 

29. Every person arrested or 
detained has a right to im
mediately advise his next of"kin 
thereof and to have recourse to 
the services of an advocate. 
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AND FREEDOM 
Comments on Bl 1 show concern as to how SECTION 172 wl effect die 
Quebec '"Charter of Human Righ1S and Freedom, 1975" 

Printed here from die Charter of Human Rights and Freedom are: 

Arti:les 9-38 . • • Those parts affected 

Arti:le 52 • • • • • As it stands NOW 

Article 52 • • • • • As it wl read after die appication of 
Section 172 from Jhe Bl 1. 

WHEN YOUR 
-RIGHTS HAVE 

VANISHED 

Page9 

fflu are stil free 
to think about 

what you have lost/ 
30. Every person arrested or 

detained must be brought 
promptly before the competent 
tribunal. 

31. No person arrested or 
detained may be deprived 
without just cause of the right to 
be released on undertaking, with 
or without deposit or surety, to 
appear before the tribunal at the 
appointed time. 

32. Every person deprived of 
his liberty has a right of recourse 
to habeas corpus. 

52. Sections 9 to 38 prevail over 
any provision of any subsequent 
act which may be inconsistent 
therewith unless such ;iCt ex
pressly states that it applies 
despite the Charter. 

IF BILL I IS PASSED AS IS 

Sectiort 52 of the Quebec ''Charter 
of ~uman Rights and Freedoms" 
will read: 
"Sections 9 to 38 prevail over any 
provisions of any subsequent act 
which may be consistent 
therewith unless such act ex
pressly states that it applies 
despite the Charter or except in 
the case of the Charter of the 
French language in Quebec, 
1977." 

CHARTER OF 
THE FRENCH 
LANGUAGE IN 

BILL 1 
Preamble 
TITLE VI 

TRANSITIONAL AND 
FINAL PROVISIONS 

172. Section 52 of the Charter of 
human rights and freedoms 
[1975, chapter 6) is amended by 
adding after the word "Charter" 
at the end the wor"os'"or except in 
the case of the Charter of the 
French language in Quebec [ 1977, 
chapter insert here the chapter 
number Bill I]." 

33. Every accused person is 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty according to law. 

34. Every person has a right to 
be represented by an advocate or 
to be assisted by one before any 
tribunal. HE 

QUEBEC • 
.. 

35. Every accused person has a B R I TI s H right to a full and complete 
defense and . has the right to 
examine and cross-examine NORTH AM ERICA 
witnesses. 

36. Every-accused person has a 
right to be assisted free of charge 
by an interpreter if he does not 
understand the language used at 
the hearing. 

37. No accused person may be 
held guilty on account of any act 
or omission which, at the time 
when it was committed, did not 
constitute a violation of the law. 

ACT, 1867 
<Consolidated with amendments) 

An Act for the Union of Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brun
swick, and the Government 
thereof; and for Purposes con
nected therewith. 

[29th March, 1867.] 

WHEREAS the Provinces of 
Canada, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick have expressed their 
desire to be federally united into 
One Dominion under the Crown of 
the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland with a 
Constitqtion similar in principle 
to that or the United Kingdom: 

30 & 31 Victoria, c. 3. 
And whereas such a Union 

would conduce to the welfare of 
the Provinces and promote the 
interests of the British Empire: 

And whereas on the Establish
ment of the Union by authority of 
Parliament it is expedient, not 
only that the Constitution of the 
Legislative Authority in the 38. No testimony may be used 

to incriminate the person who 
gives it if he does so under the 
protection of the tribunal, except T H 
in the case of perjury. E·ONTARIO ® 

CHAPTERV 
SPECIAL AND 

INTERPRETATIVE 
PROVISIONS 

49. Any unlawful interference 
with any right or freedom 
recognized by this Charter en
titles the victim to obtain the 
cessation of such interference 
and compensation for the moral 
or material prejuilice resulting 
therefrom. 

In case of unlawful and in
tentional interference, the 
tribunal may, in addition, con
demn the. person guilty of it to 
exemplary damages. 

50. The Charter shall not be so 
interpreted as to suppress or 
limit the enjoyment or exercise of 
any hwnan right or freedom not 
enwnerated herein. 

51. The Charter shall not be so 
interpreted as to extend, limit or 
amend the scope of a provision of 
law except to the extent provided 
by section 52. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CODE 
Employers not to discriminate in 
employment practices 

4.-(1) Nopersonshall, 

(a) refuse to refer or to recruit 
any person for employment; 
(b) dismiss or refuse to employ 
or to continue to employ any 
person; 
(c) refuse to train, promote or 
transfer an employee; 
(d) subject an employee to 
probation or apprenticeship or 
enlarge a period of probation or 
apprenticeship; 
(e)-establish or maintain any 
employment classification or 
category that by its description 
or operation excludes any person 
from employment or continued 
employment; 
(f) l}laintain separate lines of 
progression for advancement in 
employment or separate 
seniority lists where the main-

tenance will adversely affect any 
employee; or 
(g) discriminate against any 
employee with regard to any 
term or condition of employment, 
because of race, creed, colour, 
age, sex, marital status , 
nationality, ancestry or place of 
origin of such person or em
ployee. 

Discriminatory advertising 

(2) No employer shall publish, 
display, circulate or broadcast or 
cause or permit to be published, 
displayed, circulated or 
broadcast any words, symbol or 
other representation that in
dicate directly or indirectly that 
race, creed, colour, age, sex, 
marital status, nationality, an
cestry or place of origin is or may 
be a limitation, specification or 
preference for a position or 
employment. 

Idem 

(3) No person shall publish, 
display, circulate or broadcast or 
cause or permit to be published, 
displayed, circulated or 
broadcast any advertisement for 
a position or employment for or 
on behalf of an employer, 
(a) that contains any words, 
symbol or other representation ; 
or 
(b) that is under a classification 
or heading, 
indicating directly or indirectly 
that race, creed, colour, age, sex, 
marital status, nationality, an
cestry or place of origin is or may 
be a limitation, specification or 
preference for the position or 
employment. 

Application for employment 

(4) No person shall use or 
circulate any form of application 
for employment or make any 

The British North America 
Act 1867 . . . Canada is as 
Great Britain and has all 
the -Human Rights and 
Freedoms of the Magna 
Carta to today. 

Dominion be provided for, but 
also that the nature of the 
Executive Government therein 
be declared: 

And-- whereas it is expedient 
that Provision be made for the 
eventual admission into the 
Union of other Parts of British 
North America: 

Revised Statutes 
of Ontario, 1970 

written or oral inquiry that ex
presses either directly or in
directly any limitation, 
specification or preference as to 
race, creed, colour, nationality, 
ancestry or place of origin of any 
person or that requires an ap
plicant for employment to furnish 
any information concerning race, · 
creed, colour, nationality, an
cestry or place of origin. 

Employment agencies 

(5) No employment agency 
shall discriminate against any 
person because of race, creed, 
colour, age, sex, mar:ital status, 
nationality, ancestry or place of 
origin in receiving, classifying, 
disposing of or otherwise acting 
upon applications for its service 
or in referring an applicant or 
applicants to an employer or 
anyone acting on his behalf. 1972, 
c.119,s. 5, part. 
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Agricr!ture - Frilay by Allison Irwin, Chairman 

N£r Son - Milk comes from cows not cartons RESOLUTIONS 

The agricultural workshop, 
attended by a small but keenly 
interested group, was led by Mr. 
Winston Keeler, Science 
Department , Head at 
Chateauguay V .'1ey Regional 
High ~> hool. l'I" Keeler, for
merly of Mact ,nald College, 

changing attitudes toward farm 
labour and the climatic 
limitations to growth (par
ticularly in Canada) are 
universal facts. An awareness of 
these facts and remedies should 
be a concern for all students in 
the schools today. 

designed the Agriculture Science \ 
course some ten years ago, now The course. proper covers the 
followed at five regional high following topics: 
schools in Quebec. It is a one-year a) soils - a study of the different 
multi-science course offered at types of soils and their relation 
either Secondary IV or Secon- to vegetation. Soil samples are 
dary V levels and recognized for studied and analyzed. 

f) woodlots - the conservation 
and reforestation programs 
currently being implemented. 

g) recreation - the use of- rural 
land for recreational purposes 
and the necessity for green 
space conservation. 

Discussion also centred around 
the acquisition of a five hundred
acre farm in Franklin Centre by 
Macdonald College. This farm, 
bequeathed to the college by the 
Blair family, is to be used for 

educational purposes. How 
wonderful it would be if a 
"typical day at Blair farm" could 
be made available to all school 
children! 

This workshop, complete with a 
film showing agricultural and 
wildlife changes throughout the 
seasons, was repeated for a 
second session during the af
ternoon. Our thanks to Mr. 
Keeler for an interesting 
reminder of the importance of 
agriculture in our lives. 

All resolutions print
ed in the April Issue 
of THE NEWS were 
approved by ·conven
tion delegates. For 
complete details, 
check with your local 
president who has a 
copy of all the resolu
tions as presented. 

Quebec certification. It was the b) land surveys - this aspect of 
Ve,11,-'0fe ~IIP""'llllllr - Tl.11-J.'B'II opinion of those attending the the course includes a com- n1 ,,,, oJ!,,.,,.,.~, , 11111.'Hli , 

workshop that an applied science bination of mathematics and 
course in agriculture would agriculture, complete with 
develop environmental topographical studies. 
awareness and should also be c > crops - the place of crops in 
encouraged in schools for the agricultural scheme and 

Psychology interferes with Education 
"townies and city slickers." the necessity and precautions 

In the\ introduction to the in the use of chemicals. Roy Bonisteel, host of CBC-
program, one becomes aware of d) animals - identification, -----TV's "Man Alive," spoke to 
the tremendous need for physiology, reproduction and members and friends of QFHSA 
agriculture . The world habits of-farm animals. at a public meeting to open the 
population increase, urban in- e) farm safety - the place of 33rd Annual Convention of the 
vasion of fertile farmlands, the machinery in modern farming. Quebec Federation of Home & 
------------------------- School Associations". 
HILROY FELLOWSHIPS 

Awards won by two Montreal teachers 
The team of Mr. Glenn Prunier 
and Mr. Rex Tallentire of Verdun 
High School have been awarded 
Hilroy Fellowships for a project 
undertaken during the 1976-77 
year. 

The award carries with it cash 
grants of up to $3,000. It is one of 
sixteen going to recognize the 
efforts of innovative teachers 
across Canada. 

The Canadian Teachers' 

Federation administers the 
Hilroy Fellowship Program for 
its sponsors, the Roy C. Hill 
Charitable Foundation. 

Mr. Tallentire and Mr. 
Prunier's award was for a 
project entitled "Urban Studies 
for Junior High School Students." 
The project was designed to 
provide the local community with 
its own archival and reference 
materials in multi-media. 

Subscribe Now 
Save 20% 

From his travels across 
Canada and around the world, 
Mr. Bonisteel has become a keen 
observer of human attitudes and 
behaviour. His first observation 
to H&S concerned Bill 1, 
legislation which he found 
"shortsighted, illogical, unjust 
and myopically ignorant." . 

Speaking more generally, he 
finds concerns about education 
echoed around the world. Under 
the old rule of discipline, where 
children learned by rote, 
respected their elders and 
prayed, everyone knew where 
everybody stood. The pupil did 

COMESEE 
OUR SIXTH! 

what the teacher said. 
Now, a new philosophy is in 

force. Students are told that 
school is not what it was, but 
since old attitudes persist, 
nothing has changed much, in 
fact. Authority has not yet been 
replaced by freedom, but by a 
more anonymous authority. The 
result is a counterfeit education 
which has led to apathy and 
dropping out, because there is 
mistrust of the child. 

Among students the most 
frequently-used adjectives 
referring to teachers are "stupid, 
dumb, retarded." Among 
teachers, there is much talk of 
students' "lack of motivation," 
"adjustment difficulties" and 
this preoccupation with 
psychology interferes with 
education. Parepts, says Mr. 
Bonisteel, are unsure of their role 

in the school. Is their interest in 
fact interference? 

The mass media, especially 
television, have much to answer 
for in this state of affairs. We see 
the affluence of others on TV and 
we get guilt feelings. We become 
immune to information, for the 
truth is hard to accept and lies 
are easier to believe. 

An example of this is the TV 
audience for CBC current affairs 
programs (1-2 million) compared 
to some 10 million for "Edge of 
Night." 

Because of the pervasiveness 
of television, children must learn 
how to watch as well as to read. 
Television commercials solve 
problems in sixty seconds, an 
impossibility in real life. That is 
one of the reasons why Mr. 
Bonisteel has worked with young 
children in making their own TV 
commercials, so that they may 
understand the sleight-of-hand 
techniques used in their 
messages. 

Barbara Ward has described 
the children of the West as 'the 
princes of the realm' because of 
the advantages and the well
being they experience. But our 
children must be made aware 
that food, health and life itself are 
in danger elsewhere. In our 
living, we should be a model of 
civilization to the Third World. In 
order to become the model we 
should be, we must not only be 
concerned, but act on our con
cern, and stand up to be counted 
on questions ofvalues. 

The changes that must be made 
to dedicate ourselves as 
Canadians to the unique qualities 
of people as individuals-such 
changes must be made not by 
laws, but on the basis of our 
families and of our com
munities-with faith, hope and 
with love. 

g,i"'-,~~✓4'..r✓~O_,,. 
Festival Lennoxvllle 1s 
celebrating its sixth 
exc1t1ng season of 
Canadian theatre with 
three outstanding 
productions. We invite you 
to subscribe now to see 
Festival Lennoxville at its 
best in 77, July 8 to 
August28 

A riotous study of paranoia 
that guarantees to keep 
you laughing and stunned ! 

A Compulsory 
Option 
by Sharon Pollock 
directed by William Davis 
Opemng July 12 

Festival Lennoxv1/le, 1s 
located on the campus of 
Bishop 's University , 1ust 90 
minutes from Montreal, with 
lull accomodat1on fac1flties 
Also available to 
Festival-goers are sports 
fac1flt1es, tennis courts and a 
sw1mming pool. 

10w acacdltcd dlluc, 
education cou,,c, CONDB~CTED 

The premiere of the work of 
Michel Tremblay, 1n 
English. 1n the Province of 
Quebec 

Forever Yours 
Marie-Lou 
by Michel Tremblay as 
translated by 8111 Glassco 
& John Van Burek 

directed by Andre Brassard 
Opening July 8 

The spirit of a child, who 
vanished 6 years ago, 
returns . creating a 
nightmare 

Jill 
by Lezley Havard 
Winner of the Clifford E. Lee 
Award 1976. 
Opening July 27 

For further information and 
brochure, wnte · 
Festival Lennoxvllle 
PO Box 60, 
Lennoxv1lle, P Q J 1 M 123. 

Or call Festival Information: 
819-563-4966 
5 7 4-861 -2429' 

"Montreal d,rect /me 

... atitsbesttn·n 
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Keynote speaker - Friday 

Bill 1 must be opposed by all 
While it is right and proper for 

a Quebec government to legislate 
in order to affirm and enhance 
the status of the French language 
and culture in Quebec, said 
Claude Ryan, editor of 'Le 
Devoir ,' speaking to the QFHSA 
1977 annual convention, there are 
several features of the proposed 
Charter of the French Language 
which · must be opposed by all 
citizens of Quebec. 

Bill 1 leaves to anglophones in 
Quebec few recognized and 
explicit rights. In fact, the word 
'English' appears only once in the 
Bill, substituted in every other 
case by the term 'language other 
than French.' Whaf~- not ex
plicitly forbidden by the Charter 
wilt- be implicitly permitted, so 
Dr. Laurin has said, but this will 
be at the discretion of the 
minister . responsible, the 
bureaucracy and the courts. 

Education 
In education, the restrictions 

envisaged by Bill 1 are 
deplorable, said Mr. Ryan. The 
provisions in the Bill are a step 
backward, even from Bill 22, 
since they would prevent access 
to English schools to children 
other than those whose parent 
was educated in English schools 
in Quebec. 

The recommendation of the 
Superior Council of Education, 
first stated at the Bill 22 hearings 
and since reaffirmed, is that 
access to English schools should 
be available to all children of the 
English-language community. 
This recommendation has 
received no acknowledgement or 
rebuttal from either the Minister 
of Education or the Minister of 
Cultural Development. The 
argument of the PQ government 
that 'it is normal' for minority 
rights to be limited is refuted by 
the fact that five or six European 
countries with more than one 
linguistic group have written 
into their constitutions complete 
equality in language, education 
and public services for all min
ority groups. 

Public administration 

·lr-:;;~~v~~~!~;~ . 
language policy since the White Paper was I. tabled earlier this year. Editorialists at 'La 
Presse' and at 'Le Soleil' (Quebec City) have 
also expressed reservations regarding the 
proposed legislation. 

l Mr. Ryan was invited to address the dinner 
~l meeting of the QFHSA 33rd Convention on May I 6th. Because of the high standing in which Mr. 
i Ryan is held and because of the interest ex
! pressed in his opinions, we print here an ex-t ... ,~~:~ ~,~,~~~r~ of his add:: .., .... 
bilingual personnel to situations 
designated at the discretion of a 
'language commissar.' It also 
interferes with the right of the 
employer to decide what will be 
the competency required of the 
employee. 
. A program of affirmative 

action, not coercion, is what Mr. 
Ryan recommends, in order to 
prevent the discrimination which 
in the past has.given rise to so 
many sad and angry per.sonal 
stories. 

L'Office-de la 
langue fra~n~aise 

Excessive power is given by 
the Bill to the 'Office de la langue 
fram;aise' and its bureaucrats, 
said Mr. Ryan. A 'president
directeur general' and an un
stated number of agents will 
supervise the application of the 
law and against their immense 
powers there will be no right of 
appeal. Reports of the 'super
visory commission• will be the 
basis of prosecutions against 
offenders, who will only learn the 
detail of charges on appearance 
in court. Such a procedure is out 
of step with proposed federal law 
reforms which recommend that
anyone mentioned in an enquiry 
should automatically receive a 
copy of any report and be entitled 
to appear at the hearing. 

Human rights 

there have been few complaints 
in the past hundred years. 

In the public administration, a 
priority status should be ac
corded French, but access in the 
English language should be 
guaranteed in the Montreal area 
where it is reasonable and 
realistic. 

Where business is competitive, 
said Mr. Ryan, there is no room 
for language restrictions. In 
more public, less competitive 
fields of business activity, the 
rights of French-speaking 
Canadians shou1d be insisted 
upon, for instance, in hotels and 

Ten days - Friday PM 

in hospitals. Where a monopoly 
exists, language requirements 
should be more stringent, at all 
echelons and in all parts of 
Quebec, along the lines of Bill 22. 

Positive action 

Mr. Ryan concluded his ad
dress by insisting that this is no 
time to panic. Public groups and 
individuals should make 
representations to the. 
parliamentary committee 
hearings, in order to reiterate the 
points to be made in opposition to 
Bill 1, and to keep the legislation 
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in the committee stage as long as 
possible. 

A long-term view 

Present events describe a stage 
in Quebec's history which will 
pass like others before it. 
However, the government must 
be made to understand and to 
amend Bill 1 or expect strong and 
continued resistance. If there are 
no satisfactory amendments, Mr. 
Ryan considers that the 
legislation will prove not only the 
beginning, but also the end of the 
Parti Quebecois. 

by Joan Kepron, Chairperson 

Bill I includes the right of in
dividuals to address government 
municipal and .school authorities 
in 'a language other than 
French,' but gives no guarantee 
that the response will be in 
anything but French. Some 
versions of public documents will 
be available in English, but what 
kind and when is not specified. It 
is absurd, said Mr. Ryan, to 
stipulate that municipalities 
representing an anglophone 
majority should transact their 
business and operations in 
French. 

The proposed Charter of the 
French Language is in conflict 
with the Charter of Human 
Rights, emphasized Mr. Ryan. It 
would contravene established 
freedoms of expression and of 
access to information, and 
freedom from discrimination. It 
is ironic that the PQ, in op
position, had protested the in
dusion in the Human Rights 
Charter of a clause which now 
permits it, as a government, to 
diminish these freedoms. 

The World has an excess of food! 

Business 

Mr. Ryan was forthright in his 
condemnation of the provisions of 
Bill 1 regarding business. They 
were drafted, he said, by people 
unfamiliar with business and 
incompetent to deal with the 
problem. They are based on the 
faulty premise that business in 
Montreal can be done entirely in 
French and they ignore the 
reality of the Montreal com
munity with its two cultures. one
third anglophone and two-thirds 
francophone, a proportion which 
has remained steady since the 
turn of the century. 

Bill 1 takes no cognizance of the 
reality of the transaction between 
the customer and the sales 
person. It restricts the hiring of 

Now, by virtue of Bill I, the 
language charter will take 
precedence over the Human 
Rights Charter. 

A better Charter of 
the French Language 

Mr. Ryan went on to outline 
what he felt should be the terms 
of a 'reasonable' language 
charter in Quebec. It should, he 
felt, be based on the reality of two 
languages, one of lhe majority 
and one of the minority. It should 
respect a set of universal 
guarantees to citizens to prevent 
discrimination on the grounds of 
ethnic origin, religion, social 
origin, political opinion and 
language. 

It should also respect 'in
tegrally' Section 133 of the British 
North America Act which refers 
to the language of the courts and 
of legislation, and against which 

A panel discussion on the food 
crisis in the world, the use and 
misuse of land, responsibilities of 
individuals and groups to ensure 
global survival in the future. 

The panelists-Barbara Zerter, 
a former elementary school 
teacher and a graduate in 
theology and sociology and 
presently a fieldworker with the 
Social Justice Committee of 
Montreal and Ten Days for World 
Development Committee. As a 
fieldworker her job is to contact 
people and run progr?- ,ns. 

Reverend Lanny Dean, 
Chairman of the Ten Days for 
World Development Committee. 
Rev. Dean is a United Church 
minister with two parishes in 
Montreal. 

Maureen Kabwe is a field
worker with both groups. She was 
born in Canada and went to 
Zambia as a high school teacher, 
developing curriculum in an 
emerging country. She got in
volved with nutrition counselling 
with her students and then their 
families-to prevent malnutrition. 
She is a Christian education 

worker with the United Church. 
A film, titled "The Glass 

House," was shown, followed by 
a group discussion about the 
myths and facts of hunger and 
poverty. At a globalferspective, 
the problem is one o human will 
rather than lack of resources. 
Fact - There is no scarcity of food 
in today's world. Enough grain 
alone is produced annually to 
feed everyone at the North 
American standard of 3000 
calories a day. 
Fact - "They" are not having too 
many kids. Population growth is 
not outstripping potential food 
production. 
Fact - There is no country in the 
world where people could not 
feed themselves from their own 
resources. 
Question - Why then are there 70 
million seriously malnourished, 
and many more millions 
chronically hungry people in the 
world? 

When people are hungry as a 
consequence of natural or man
made catastrophe, we feed them. 
This is c)larity and it is right and 

good, but it is not justice. Justice 
will be accomplished when the 
obstacles to people feeding 
themselves are removed. Among 
the obstacles to be removed are 
some myths concerning food you 
and I carry around in our heads. 
Only when we understand why 
people starve in the midst of 
plenty can we begin to do 
something about it. 

Most participants seemed to 
enjoy the group discussion and 
got involved, as the panelists had 
a lot to offer~ Unfortunately, the 
time was too short, as some of the 
points could have been discus ed 
at great length. They had a 
display table set up with many 
books and games that could be 
taken back to the classroom and 
prnjects that could be worked on 
by students at both elementary 
and high school levels-of great 
interest to grade 11 geography 
classes. 

The theme "Sharing plus 
caring equals survival" certainly 
applied in this workshop. 

---
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by Bill Clinton, Chairman 

CURRICULU/1)/ ON .THE HOT SEAT 
The chairman introduced the 

subject-on-trial , defining 
curriculum as encompassing "all 
learning opportunities provided 
by the school," and stating that 
"kids can't read, kids can't write, 
kids can't compute and kids lack 
religion." 

BACK-TO-BASICS 

Al MacDonald spoke of the ob
sessive "Back to Basics" 
demand today, citing news items 
reporting poor performance in 
the basics. He mentioned the 
year by year decline in reading 
skills-and that the pattern in
dicates that boys are more ad
versely affected than girls. 

LOSS IN VALUES 

Frank Slingerland stated that 
there are air sorts of indicators in 
our society that there has been a 
loss in values such as respect, 
-care, commitment, pride of 
work, countered by the 
overriding value of conformity to 
the authoritarian norms of the 
all-powerful peer group. He 
added that there are structured 
courses in values-both moral 
and ultimate-which legally 
must be offered in Protestant 
schools. 

NO ALTERNATIVES 

David Hill considered that while 
our schools do give students the 

opportunity to meet and be in
fluenced by dedicated persons 
who are teachers, and generally 
do look after the best interests of 
the majority-they do lack the 
alternatives to meet the needs of 
the large minority. In part, this 
failure is brought on by the 
concentration of a large number 
of young people within a confined 
area and the enforced idleness, 
the disrespect for the value of 
work and the unproductivity 
encouraged by society in 
requiring so many older youths to 
attend its schools. 

TRADITIONAL NEEDS 

Jim Wilson expressed ap-

_;,,preciation that the school system 
had dedicated and involved 
teachers who are willing to plan 
with parents in the best interests 
of students. While students 
generally enjoy structured, no
nonsense classes for which there 
is an expectancy of high per
formance, they tend to opt out of 
trivial, or purely social-type 
activities. 

Peer pressures often provide 
an unsatisfactory living and 
learning atmosphere even for 
students whose real convictions 
are positive and different from 
those of the peer group. Thus the 
school ought to display more of 
the traditional absolutes so that 
as students while discovering 
alternatives in values may be 
able to recognize what are the 
traditional expectations. 

CHILD'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Bob Miller described the role of 
the Secondary Commission of the 
Superior Council which is to 
provide opportunity for con
sultation between the ministry 
and many facets and areas of 
Quebec life. The one area of 
agreement between all members 
is on the question, "Who is 
responsible for what?" in 
education-and among 
professional educators, there is 
agreement that worst of all is the 
child's failure to feel responsible 
for his own education. · 

While not all the values 
cherished by parents should be 

fostered by the public school, yet 
the value of the love of truth 
ought to be part of the school's 
teaching structure-children 
ought to be trusted with the 
truth-and the truth they wan
t-for example, facts on the 
subject of birth control. 

False values to be avoided 
include the high school leaving 
certificate as a passport to 
wealth-and that failure, though 
a reality in life, ought at all costs 
to be avoided in school. 

The values of the crea_tive, 
cultural arts are often neglected, 
because unlike the basics, they do 
not seem to lead to earning a 
living. 

The function of the school is to 
discover the excellence within 
each student. 

Children must be induced to 

accept responsibility for their 
own education-if this is not 
accepted, then they cease to have 
any continued right to schooling. 

TOO MUCH FREEDOM 

Cynthia Clinton defined "LET," 
the Learning Evaluation Team 
with its slogan "Let everyone 
teach," of the DistrictofBedford, 
consisting of a social worker, 
school psychologist, elementary 
guidance counsellor, school 
nurse, special education con
sultant and the learning or 
resource teacher. Its purpose is 
to help every child to work to his 
maximum potential. Referrals to 
the team originate from many 
sources-teachers, ad
ministrators, parents-and as an 
outcome of the testing 
programme conducted by the 
team. Referrals relate not only to 
academic performance but also 
to social, to physical and to other 
problems. 

The team exists to help th~ 
student's teacher to analyze, to 
diagnose and to remedy dif
ficulties, and where necessary, in 
consultation with parents and 
others, to initiate' referrals for 
other forms of therapy. 

Among the causes of teachers' 
difficulties are the freedoin and 
the resulting confusion of modern 
teachers as they find they may 
choose from a plethora of fads 
and teaching situations without 
having any certain guidelines. 

A continuing weakness is the 
failure of our schools to provide 
the guidance to elementary 
pupils who have themselves so 
much freedom thrust upon them 
without any kind of adequate 1 
preparation. 

DIRECTION MISSING 
John Parker summarized our 
first session beautifully by 
asserting that teachers
especially new teachers-are 
not given sufficient direc
tion-pupils too are not given 
sufficient direction-that there is 
a lack of values which indicates 
this lack of direction. 

Certain axioms need to be 
arrived at for civilized living 
together ; these can be translated 
into rules for our schools: 

1. We tend to go to extremes 
instead of seeking a balance. 

2. We need to emphasize a 
balance of skills and values. 

3. We need to differentiate 
between course-of-study (the 
objectives of what is to be 
taugbt) and curriculum ( how 
the course of study is to be 
taught). 

If you live on the Island of Montreal, 
or are a Protestant living 011 lie Perrot 
or in Vaudreuil-Soulanges County 

It's JfJur School System, 
JfJur Election! 
• 

For a Lakeshore S.B. school election bulletin 
call 694-1451 

4. We need to avoid going 
overboard on any new whim or 
fad-to apply common sense. 

5. Our objectives are to direct 
students into programmes 
which produce citizens who 
are capable of making sound 
judgments about their 
physical environments and 
about their moral en
vironments-skills and values. 

Finally-the job of the school is 
to promote not merely the 3 R's 
but the 3 C's-<:ommunication: 
reading, writing, languages, etc.; 
calculation : measurement, 
mathematics, science, etc.; 
<!ivilizati~n : some insights into 
culture and values of the 
student's society. 

CONTROLS NEEDED 

Al MacDonald began the second 
session by citing his ob
servations as a principal : 

1. The teacher often "chooses to 
do his own thing," neglecting, 

. without considering, without 
knowing and sometimes in
ten ti ona lly ignoring, the 
authorized course of study. 
This ouro-it to cease. 

2. The teacher acquires a wealth 
of diverse materials, often 
never proving them, often 
forgetting them . This 
prodigality needs control. 

3. Each teacher must have 
copies of the guides from 
Quebec for his level and for his 
subjects, and be expected to 
know their content. 

4. Statements of educational 
objects from other school 
systems c;m be helpful in 
drawing up school obJectives 
as long as they conform to the 
authorized courses of study. 

5. If changes are to be brought 
about in the school, the 
principal has to be the key, and · 
so he must be prepared so that 
he can offer leadership and 
support to his staff-for 
example, on the basics. 

6. All teachers should teach 
reading, promote vocabulary 
growth and development of 
comprehe1,1sion. 

7. Time and opporhmity must be 
given for reading for pleasure. 

8. Elementary schools ought to 
get a fuller, fairer share of the 
educational budget. 



--• Panelists-----.... 

Alistair MacDonald, Prln
cipa I, Heroes' Memorial 
Elementary School 
Frank Slingerland, Chairman, 
Protestant Committee, 
Superior Council of (;ducation 
David _ Hill, Principal, Mac
Donald High School 
James Wilson, parent 
Robert Miller, Secondary 
School teacher, member Sec
ondary Commission of the 
Superior Council 
Cynthia ClintQn, Elementary 
Guidance Counsellor 
John Parker, Past President, 
QFHSA. 

William DeW. 
(Chairman} 

AUDIENCE 
PARTICIPATION 

Clinton 

At this point the meeting was 
opened to the audience to con
tribute by remarks and by 
questions directed to the 
panelists and each other. A wide 
range of topics was brought 
forward. We were fortunate to 
have Sylv.ester White, Associate 
Deeuty Minister, present who 
spoke to a few of the topics which 
emerged. Some of the topics and 
sample remarks or answers to 
questions were among the 
following: 

French: Our failure to take 
advantage of being immersed in 
the French milieu, while 
remaining secure as a minority 
by the surrounding 200 million 
English-speaking people was 
noted. ' 

Curriculum Guidance: Guides 
in all subject areas are available 
from the Department. What is 
needed is the reguirement at the 
school by school administration 
that these shall be followed. The 
problem seems to be that in 
schools, we have reached the age 
of "co-management" with 
teachers, without the teachers 
having gained a sense of co
responsibility. 

Ves White, in defense of 
teachers, said that in order that 
teachers may become the 
professional persons we have 
come to think of them as being, 
we have to prepare them better. 
*We should press for studies and 
action on teacher preparation. 

Moral Turpitude and other 
' forms of teacher ineffectiveness: 
The problem of disciplining a 
teacher for the use of foul, in
sulting or questionable language 
was discussed. Administrators 
have a great deal of difficulty in 
the matter of staff discipline not 
only in moral matters but also in 
respect of teachers who are 
pedagogically ineffective. 
Charges against teachers have to 
be investigated thoroughly-even 
checking out those making the 
charges to find out if the charges 
say things about the mental state 
of those making the charges. 

The moral values of the school 
should be determined by the 
community it is serving. 

Teacher evaluation by 
students: There is no legal right 
to arrange for such forms of 
evaluation, though it can be done 
in a subversive, informal way 
witb,the teacher's approval. 

Personality Clashes between 
teacher and pupil: About as 
much that a principal can 
guarantee is that the pupil will 
not have a teacher a second year 
if that pupil is having personal 
difficulties with that teacher. 

Grammar in schools: It is un
fortunate that even teachers are 

ignorant of formal grammar. 
When individual teachers may 
happen to recognize the need for 
some formal teaching of 
grammar, and attempts to teach 
it, students often will not respond 
to that teaching positively 
because the attitude has now 
become established that formal 
grammar is unimportant. 

,\dministration: School prin
cipals cannot do an adequate job 
in staff and curriculum super
vision because ol the continual 
immediate needs in office 
management. 

Declining Standards in Senior 
High : The process of "nor
malization" practiced by the 
Examination Service, raising the 
average examination marks in 
high school leaving examinations 
to that of the last 20 years, was 
questioned. It has been noted that 
before normalization occurs, the 
real average mark of students 
has been steadily decli~ing in 
recent years in the province. 
Thus normalization ought to be 
critically examined, because it 
deprives us of any true indication 
of trends or progress. 

Ves White: There are two 
programmes operated by the 
Examination Service: the annual 
school leaving examinations for 
certification, which are subject to 
the normalization process, and 
the testing programme, which is 
related to more global ex
periences over a longer term; we 
have enough statistical in
formation from this testing 
programme to recognize that, in 
fact, basic skills learning is 
deteriorating. 

Acquiring 4arning and Study 
Skills and Habits: These skills 
and habits can only be acquired 
as a cooperative effort between 
the teacher and the 
home-"where it is at"-students 
do not learn these skills and 
acquire the habits until (often at 
college) they are faced with the 
traumatic decision that they have 
to gain them to succeed. The 
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teaching of learning skills ought 
to begin early in the elementary 
school. The study skills acquired 
at school must be reinforced by 
study habits practiced at home. 

Incentives to Learning: An 
informal debate on the ap
propriateness of using token 
rewards for learning occurred: 
In summary, the debate was on 
the contention that rewards or 
incentives become the objectives 
instead of what ought in itself to 
be learned against the view that 
the tokens, rewards and in
centives are a reality of life. 

Skipping and other forms of 
student indiscipline: The parent, 
because of family vacations 
during the school year, and the 
school itself, as it intrudes extra
curricular activities into class 
time, have both tended to 
produce a casual attitude 
towards the importance of at
tendance in class, and we don't 
know what can be done about it. 
Committees of mothers <af
fectionately, Fink Squads) in 
some schools do a daily phone 
check on absentees; problem 
absences are then followed up by 
the principal. 

Informal Reporting to Parents: 
One teacher early in the year 
reported to all parents objectives 
for the year and followed this up 
by a progress report which in
cluded samples of work. Parents, 
including members of the school 
committee, were elated, and the 
committee recommended that 
the practice become policy. 
Parents are very anxious to know 
what the teacher's expectations 
are, including day-to-day home 
assignments, in order to help 
students in acquiring and ap
plying study habits. 

Merit Pay: It is to be noted that 
there is no policy in favour of the 
system, and the experience in 
places where it has been at
tempted, it has not proven 
satisfactory. 

Failure: Failure is a form of 
negative reward, and it is a 

Curriculum on the hot seat 

reality of life; therefore it is valid 
to apply it in school as long as its 
application does not destroy or 
hurt the child's sense of personal 
worth. 

"Fink Squad" Morality: There 
must be a countering of the 
strong peer pressure on young 
people which prevents them from 
reporting illegal, immoral, 
socially harmful situations; part 
of the pressure is an outright fear 
that "finking" will-result in dire 
consequences for the "fink." In 
fact. the reporting person will be 
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protected and a thorough in
vestigation of many sources of 
information will result in the 
apprehension of the illegal or 
immoral agents . 

Some Closing Remarks: The 
school cannot replace the home; 
it can only cooperate with the 
home. Parents must have certain 
expectations of what the students 
will achieve in school-and 
parents must let the children 
know what these expectations 
are. 

· A Summary Report 
Summarizing the workshop 

"Curriculum on the Hot Seat," 
a well-ordered but informal 
three-hour double session 
discussed mainly "what is 
wrong in our schools." 

While it was recognized that 
our schools generally look 
after the majoritY. of our 
children and give them the 
opportunity to relate to a 
number of concerned, 
dedicated persons as 
teachers, there are many 
areas where there are very 
serious weaknesses in the 
learning opportunities 
provided by the schools. 

The evidence of such 
weaknesses can be seen in the 
following: 
1. The need of the 
Examination Servic•e to apply 
the 'normalization process' to 
adjust high school leaving 
marks upward to maintain 
averages of 20 years ago thus 
to grant certification marks tor 
the majority o[students. 
2. The statistical decline in 
the results of the Service's 
testing programme in the 
skills over the past several 
years. 
3. News media reports of 
declining standards in the 
basics of the 3 R's. 
4. The increase in vandalism 
and terrorism in our schools 
and communities. 

5. The fear of young people to 
report illegal, antisocial ac
tivities, e.g. drug pushing. 

The areas of weakness 
seem to be in 
1. The basic skills of reading, 
writing and mathematics. 
2. The learning and study 
skills and habits. 
3. The areas of 
values-especially 
moral-but also cultural and 
ultimate. 

Diagnosing the weaknesses 
in the following seemed to be 
recognized as the causes; 
these are not listed in any 
definite order of importance: 
1. Refusal of teachers to 
follow guidelines. 
2. Insistence that teachers 
may "do their own thing." 
3. Co-management without 
co-responsibility. 
4. Lack of understood ob
jectives, expectations and 
standards for the school 
system-on the part of the 
school system-on the part of 
teachers, on the part of 
parents and on the part of 
students. 
5. Breakdown of traditional 
absolutes in standards and 
values. 
6. The overawing 
authoritarianism of the peer 
group. 
7. A casual attitude towards 

school, especially in school 
and class attendance. 
8. Lack of adequate positive 
communication between 
homes and schools-between 
parent and teacher. 

Some suggestions as to 
means of remedying the sit
uation seemed to emerge: 
1. Determine and articulate 
objectives and expectations 
which teachers, parents and 
students will · understand, 
accept and apply. 
2. Improve professional 
training for teachers, in
cluding provision of a period 
of internship. 
3. Enable administrators to 
become involvet! in super
vising the application of the 
courses of study as 
authorized. 
4. Increase the emphasis on 
acquiring the basics in all 
subjects. 
5. Present structured 
programmes for all students 
in values-moral, ultimate 
and cultural. 
6. Encourage certain basic 
values, such as the love of 
truth, and other creative, 
cultural values-in order to 
discover the excellence that is 
within each child. 
7. Apply the team approach to 
solving the problems of the 
minority that the school 
system does not now seem to 

serve, involving teachers, 
parents and other profes
sionals, including community 
resources. 
8. Emphasize, within the 
school curriculum, the skills 
of 
Communication-in reading, 
writing and languages, 
Calculations-in measure
ment, mathematics, the sci
ences, etc., 
Civilization-from the insights 
of culture and values within 
the society served by the 
school 

For follow-up by QFHSA: 

I. The topic "Curriculum" 
ought to be a subject for 
continued discussion and 
activity-either at a con
ference called for that purpose 
or at the next A.G.M. 

2. Radical involvement of 
QFHSA in the reform of 
professional teacher training 
planning and implementation. 

3. QFHSA and local 
associations must be 
ac4.:'linted with the objectives 
and expectatipns of the 
authorized programmes of 
study-and be prepared both 
to contribute to their 
development and to their 
implementation. 
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Keynote speaker - Saturday Parents should set pattern Block Parents-Saturday 

Need help? 
Ask for it! 

H&S members, said Mr. 
Jacques Mongeau, president of 
the School Council of the Island of 
Montreal, are among the best
informed on education in the 
community. Parents can and 
must assume a. role of social 
responsibility in deciding the 
nature of the school system and 
the solution of its problems, 
especially those where values, 
disciplines and ·social com
mitment are involved. 

Schools today are experiencing 
pronounced absenteeism, van
dalism, dropping out and labour 
problems. Disassociation, on the 
part of the teachers, from former 
responsibilities such as super
vision, •have made it necessary to 
assign scarce funds to hiring staff 
for that purpose alone. 

Organic community school - Saturday AM 

Administrators are also disen
chanted. And parents expect the 
school to make up for the lack of 
values in society, and to 
discipline children they are 
unwilling to oppose at home. 

In the face of this deteriorating 
situation, changes become 
necessary . Civics should be 
taught starting at the elementary 
level, along with the study of 
civic rights and responsibilities. 

Collective agreements between 
boards and staff must cease to 
specify tasks, in order that the 
principle of social responsibility 
may be upheld. More flexibility 
has become necessary, and to 
make this possible there is need 
for trust between the school staff 
and the administration. 

Schools should be smaller units 
where personal responsibility 
and commitment can be 
enhanced by the feeling of being 
part of an institution. Parents 
should have a greater role in the 
administration of the school. 
They are equal shareholders in 
the undertaking, whose personal 
convictions should be imprinted 
on the school, through decisions 
on what should be taught, not how 
to teach. _ 

Mr. Mongeau finished by 
saying that in his opinion the 
basic values of our former school 
system should become implanted 
in the new open-area and com
prehensive high schools, so that 
these values can be conveyed to 
the students of today. 

by Val Carpetner, 
Chairperson 

The Block Parent Workshop was 
an informal exchange between 
the panelists and the audience. 

The panelists were Richard 
Clairmont, co-chairman Pincourt 
Block Parents, who along with 
his wife set up the second 
program in Quebec about a year 
ago, Henry Wohler, principal, St. 
Patrick of the Island School; 
Virginia Bell and Patricia 
Jenkins , co-chairpersons, 
Christmas Park School in 
Beaconsfield. Val Carpenter, co
chairperson, Dorval Block 
Parents, was the chairperson. 

Lack of music spawned Fine Arts Centre 
The workshop opened with the 

"Cautious Twins" slides. These 
slides explain to the children 
what to do if a stranger offers 
them a treat, or a ride in a car, or 
wants to take them away. They 
also remind the children where to 
go if they are in trouble-THE 
BLOCK PARENT HOME. A spirited workshop was held 

at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Quebec Federation on the 
subject of the open-door ap
proach to meeting the cultural 
needs of a community through 
establishment of family-oriented 
centres for the arts. 

Mrs. Belva Thomas, who is a 
commissioner for the South Shore 
Regional School Board, 
described in full detail the 
organization and the history of 
the Preville Fine Arts Centre, for 
which she is also the director. On 
the panel with Mrs. Thomas were 
Mrs. Dorothy Smith, Continuing 
Education Administrator of 
Champlain College, and Mr. 
Giles des Ruisseau, a teacher of 
physics and chemistry at a St, 
Hubert high school and a parent
musician whose entire family 
participates in the program of the 
Fine Arts Centre. 

Having five children of her own 
and being concerned about the 
apparent lack of a good music 
progtam in the schools on the 
South Shore, Mrs. Thomas was 
the person who initiated the 
organization of the Arts Centre, 
which had its first home in an 
elementary school. Two years 
later the entire operation, with 
the cooperation of Mrs. Smith 
and other administrators, moved 
into the premises of the Cham
plain College. The idea was to 
have small group lessons:-for 
almost any of the musical in
struments in which there was 
interest and for which a teacher 
could be secured. The classes 
take place all day Saturday for 
thirty weeks during the year, and 
are much less expensive than 

conventional private lessons. 
From an original interest in 

music, the centre has branched 
out into dancing, gymnastics, 
pottery, painting and drawing, 
French, English and others. The 
group music lessons have grown 
into ensembles for both wind and 
string instruments. The program 
is open to anyone 'in the com
munity, and all age groups 
participate. At-the moment there 
are over 700 people coming to the 
centre for classes of various 
kinds, which also involve about 
forty teachers. The Arts Centre 
has proved to be a great help in 
strengthening family relation
ships, as well as giving an outlet 
for creativity at a reasonable 
price to many young people who 
might otherwise be roaming the 
streets. 

Mrs. Smith pointed out1that the 
history of Champlain College has 
been one of involvement with the 
whole community from the 
beginning, and the fusion of the 
Preville Arts Centre with 
Champlain College meant -the 
achievement of one of the prin
cipal aims of the College-that of 
becoming a cultural centre for 
the whole region. 

Over a hundred delegates and 
guests at Saturday's luncheon 
were privileged to see and hear 
some of the results of the three
year existence of this experiment 
in community organization when 
three musical groups from the 
Fine Arts Centre performed. The 
band, the mandolin ensemble and 
the string ensemble included 
people from the ages of six 
through fifty-six, and their music 
was received enthusiastically by 
the entire audience. 

Outdoor Education - Saturday PM byv~·-8i=~;r;, 

Understand surroun~ings 
The theme of the workshop 

fitted the convention in that Mr. 
Younie demonstrated how he and 
other teachers of the 
Chateauguay School Boara 
utilised their surroundings in 
educating their children in the 
care of the environment, sharing 
it v.1th the birds and animals and 
at the same time assuring that 
the land around them would 
survive their encroachment. 

Attended by some twenty or so 
delegates, the two groups heard 
of Mr. Younie's interest in the 
wilds and hunting and how he 
combined this with his 
professional training as a 
physical education teacher. 
Moving from the Montreal area 
to the Chateauguay Valley, he 

received the support of the school 
board in setting up regular forays 
into the bush with groups of 
children right from Grade 1 to 
Grade 6, teaching them basic 
skills of compass and map
reading, fishing, tree and bird 
identification as well as tenting 
and canoeing. The aim of the 
program was to permit the child 
to enter adulthood with a respect 
and understanding of the world 
about him and to be able to 
survive. 

The only regret is that he 
cannot share this area with us, 
other than to suggest ways in 
which this type of education 
might be taught. A very 
enlightening presentation. 
by D. 0. Corr 
Exec. V.P.,QFHSA 

Envi'Onmental protection-Friday PM 

Save energy! 
This workshop consisted of an 

audio-visual presentation by Dr. 
J. M. Dealy on behalf of STOP. 

The workshop outlined the 
present and basic energy sour
ces, the classification of energy 
forms and the limitations on 
energy transformations, as well 
as the impact of energy flows on 
our environment. 

conswner action on the in
dividual level in the more ef
ficient operation of a home, to the 
collective level in the necessity 
for consumer action and the need 
for a national energy policy. 

by M. Bechervaise 
Rosedale School 

Following the slides, a short 
history of the program was given. 
A question period ensued and 
ideas on how to get your Block 
Parent program off the ground, 
e.g. contacting the police, city 
hall and the schools, was 
discussed. Encouragement was 
given to programs that started 
quickly but are now dragging, as 
often people do not want to be in 
the "light." 

Methods of raising money to 
help finance the programs were 
exchanged by all, with a bake 
sale or a car wash heading the 
list. 

Richard Clairmont explained 
that the first Provincial Advisory 
Committee is now formed and 
oan be contacted through the 
Quebec Safety League at 482-9110 
should any Block Parent 
Program need help or \dvice. 
Also any chairperson should feel 
free to contact any of the Block 
Parent communities if you need 
to borrow visual material or just 
want to talk over problems. 

As a gentle reminder to parents 
who have not sent in their 
completed application forms, 
please do so, as a child may need 
your home one day. Also, Mr. 
Dressup will be repeating his 
program on Block Parents on 
June 27th. 

Alternative energy sources 
were discussed, including the 
uses of solar energy, which is 
feasible for heating homes; wind 
is another source of energy which 
can be harnessed (through 
windmills) and used. 

National Safe Boating Week - 1-7 July 1977 

At present, nuclear fusion does 
not seem to be a viable alter
native for the near future, due to 
the lack of technology in this 
field , and also to tQe problem of 
transporting and safeguarding 
these materials. 

It is therefore becoming in
cteasingly important to conserve 
our energy. Reduction of energy 
use calls for a change in attitude; 
more stress on energy use and 
misuse in the school curriculwn 
is a major step in bringing about 
the nec;essary change of outlook 
in our children. For the present, 
it is necessary to develop and use 
more efficient technology. At all 
levels of society, from the in
dividual to the largest cor
p9ration, it is necessary to quit 
wasting our non-renewable 
resources . 

Dr. Dealy's presentation was 
very informative and well
prepared. It focused on the need 
to be aware of an impending 
energy crisis and the necessity of 

Don't drown! 
The Canada Safety Council 

estimates that half of the 
recreational drowning victims in 
Canada last year had no intention 
of going into the water. Either 
they were involved in a boat 
sinking or they slipped, tripped or 
fell into the water. 

Most of these victims were not 
wearing a lifesaving device, nor 
was one handy. 

Some 1200 persons drown each 
year in Canada. Many lives could 
have been saved had a lifesaving 
device been worn or available. 

WHATTODO 

Someone falls into the water 
and screams for help. There is no 
standard lifesaving device 
handy. What do you do? 

Here are some tips from the 
Canada Safety Council. The first 

thing you don't do is jump in after 
the person unless you have been 
trained in lifesaving! There is 
often something at hand which 
can be used as a flotation 
device-a thermos jug, a capped 

water can, a plastic cooler, even 
the spare tire in the trunk of your 
car-if you think fast and keep 
your head. Fhnpty the container, 
reseal and toss it-within each of 
the person in trouble. 

The spare tire is buoyant 
enough to support four or five 
persons even when mounted on 
the heavy steel wheel. Since it is 
too heavy to be thrown, swim and 

push the tire in front of you. Keep 
the tire between you and the 
person in trouble so as to stay 
clear of his panicky clutch. When 
he has grasped the tire and 
calmed down, you can both hand
paddle to shore. 
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FOCUS on the LOCALS 
STONECROFT I Projects sponsored by fund-raising 

Participation was the name of the game for the young gym
nasts at Hampstead. Gymnastics was only one of the many 'extra' 
programs available for students at the school. 

COURTLAND ~RK 

On March 31st, the Stonecroft 
H&S held a Spring Bazaar and 
Open House. 

Prior to the Bazaar, the 
students worked on Easter and 
springtime handicraft projects, 
the results of which were 
presented for sale. Parents made 
donations of handicrafts, baked 
goods, Easter novelties and 
many other items. Two very 

HAMPSTEAD 

Gym 0 display 
As a fund-raising project 

Hampstead H&S had a chocolate 
bar sale which netted about $2800. 
Some of this money is to be used 
for the purchase of equipment for 
the school and to subsidize trips 
and cultural activities. 

Programs run by the H&S have 
included ballet classes, team 
sports, guitar lessons, swimming 
lessons and gymnastic classes. 

At the end -of March a 
demonstration was given by the 
gymnasts for their parents. Mr. 
Terry Tinker, former gym 
teacher at Royal Vale, was the 
very popular instructor of this 
class. Many of the swimmers will 
have the opportunity to pass their 
Red Cross badges, ranging from 
Beginners to Seniors. 

During the past two years, 
most of the money . rafsea by 
Hampstead H&S went toward the 
purchase of shelving and 
equipment for a new resource 
centre. 

Refreshments will be sold 
during the Field Day in June. 

Over 100 children stage operetta 
sensus, information has been 
disseminated through the 
Courtland Park newsletter, and 
input to study committees en
couraged. 

Home & School and School 

JOHN RENNIE HIGH 

Committee have both endorsed 
the PSBGM position regarding a 
requirement for written per
mission before releasing records 
of pupil attendance to any outside 
authority. 

Reports have been made to the 
Courtland Park executive by a 
teacher whose attendance at a 
QACLD workshop was sponsored 
by the H&S, and also by parents 
who attended a conference 
organized by the same group. 
The information available and 
the insight gained through such 
experiences will no doubt have 
longer-term benefits for the 
children of the school. 

Courtland Park children, over 
one hundred in all, recently 
entertained parents with an 
operetta Man with the Crooked 
Nose." Parents assisted with 
sewing of costumes. 

Social problems to be discussed 

Parents in the Dorval area 
have been concerned with the 
implications of decreasing 
enrollment in several area 
schools. Possible alternatives are 
being developed in an effort to 
continue to serve the educational 
needs of residents. In an effort to 
arrive at a community con-

WIUOWDALE 

An appeal to John Rennie 
parents resulted in the collection 
of over $300 for the Bill 22 Special 
Action Fund. 

A joint committee of H&S and 
School Committee has been 
developing a program in con
junction with the annual general 
m~ting of the two groups. Social 
problems in the school, as one 
part of the larger topic of social 
problems in the communities 
from which the students come, 
will be examined through 

French spoken here 
Willowdale H&S has been 

providing a French conversation 
program, with good attendance 
and a positive reaction from 
those taking part. 

The Willowdale annual meeting 
involved not just parents, since 
the school choir provided en
tertainment, and a public 

speaking contest for Grade 5 and 
6 was a part of this year's 
program as well. 

Volunteers were treated to a 
wine and cheese party on May 
10th as Willowdale's way of 
saying thank you to those who 
give time to the school, but 
seldom are together in one place 

discussion with people who work 
in the schools or social service 
groups on the West Island. 

MORISON: 

Running for 
·Commissioner 

We are very happy to inform 
everyone of Mrs. Giselle 
Amarica's decision to run for the 
office of School Commissioner in 
our area. Mrs. Amarica is one of 
the founding members of Morison 
Home & School, which is 24 years 
old. She was eduoated in Europe 
in Farm Economics and has had 
children in the Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal since 
1952. She is still very involved in 
the education scene, both in 
Home & School and School 
Committee at both elementary 
and secondary levels. We wish 
her much luck and success in this 
new endeavour. 

successful raffles were held and 
refreshments sold. 

Hugeprofi~ 

Proceeds from the Bazaar 
combined with a chocolate bar 
sale earlier in the year added 
about $2,600 to the treasury. Due 
to the success of these two fund
raising ventures, the H&S has 
been able to sponsor several 
extra-curricular programs for 
children. They have had per
formances at the school of 

NEW CARLISLE HIGH 

"Metric Man" and a quartet 
from the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra. Admission fees were 
paid for the entire student body to 
attend a performance of ...-rhe 
Prince and the Pearl" at Mount 
Royal High. A visit from Mr. 
William Stevens, _the pianist, and 
the Youtheatre Group presenting 
their bilingual performance of 
"Aladdin," will round out the 
year. 

Two classes went to a sugaring
off for their spring field trip. 

Regular Matinees scheduled 
Several months of experience 

with providing Saturday 
matinees has proved so suc
cessful that the project is to be 
continued on a regular basis next 
year. 

Those present at the March 
meeting were asked by the 
principal to express, through the 
H&S, the appreciation of all 
connected with the school, to the 
De Gaspe chapter of the 1.O.D.E. 
for their gift of new stage cur
lains. 

CHRISTMAS PARK 

The March program took the 
form of a slide-showing by Dr. 
Gabriel D' Amours, accompanied 
by a verbal account of his safari 
trip to Africa. 

The April meeting received a 
report on plans for a potluck 
supper. Arrangements were 
made for representation at the 
Federation annual general 
meeting. 

Grade eight students provided 
fun and laughter with an exciting 
play entitled "Too Many Cooks." 

Bill 22 Fund: Efforts praised 
Christmas Park H&S received 

congratulations from the 
Lakeshore School Board, as well 
as the Quebec Federation of 
Home and School, for their 
substantial effort in collecting 
$1100 to contribute to the Bill 22 
Special Action Fund. The 
donation was made up of 
donations from parents, an 
amount from H&S funds and 
profits from their Ski Bank. 

A baby-siiting course is being 
offered to Grade 7 students. The 
eight-cµy course includes lec
tures, practical work and a 
written examination. 

Grade 3 and 7 students have 
been involved in a training 
program on the use of the library. 
Mrs. Craigie, a volunteer with 
Teacher-Librarian experience, 
has been assisted in this program 

by several volunteer mothers. 
Recent issues of the "Christ

mas Park Taller" have been 
providing information to parents 
on some of the less well-known 
aspects of services provided by 
school staff. The role of the 
guidance counsellor and free flow 
teacher have been outlined. 

Several teachers and the 
principal were among those from 
Christmas Park who attended the 
QFHSA convention. 

In early May, a Bicycle Rodeo 
was organized by the school with 
volunteer help. An instructional 
program had been given in school 
prior to the rodeo. 

Grade 7 students recently 
hosted a class from Kitchener, 
Ontario on a "Project Canada" 
visit. A visit to Old Montreal was 
part of their activity during that 
time. . · 

Past-President ·Betty O'Connell visited the Northview School, 
Pointe Claire, Science Show, touring the exhibits. In a typical 
gesture, she offers support and emthusiasm to one of the budding 
scientists. 
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HUMAN SURVIVAL - F,j/ay by Anne Copparct, Chairrnal\ 

Change r~sts with parents 
A most successful workshop 

subjected the participants and 
delegates to a realisitic ap
preciation of overcrowding. 

The workshop attracted 34 
people who were privileged 
enough to sit on chairs and 15 
seated on the floor . Sw-vival 
indeed for the three continuous 
hours, so fascinating was the 
dialogue. 

Professor Harold Goldsman of 
the Department of Psychology, 
Concordia University , suggests 
that the present educational 
system does not equip our 
children for survival in the year 
2000. He is concerned about our 

should commence at age 4, at 
which period the child will learn 
about his / her society, e.g. 
ecology, how machines work, 
what peofle do. There would be 
no forma reading, teaching, but 
the child would be so attracted by 
what he is seeing around him that 
he would want to know more and 
automatically learn to read. 

At the age of 8 to 12 years the 
child would be oriented toward<; 
society and the world he lives in . 

In the 12 to 16 age range the 
child would be directed to a 
learning centre where his in
terests and aptitude would be 
met. The child could range from 
centre to centre. In this period 
also the child would be exposed to 
many occupations in the arena of 
work and would thus be able to 
make a more rational decision 

Cff/ZENSHIP DAY 
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about what they want to do with 
their life. This sharing, co
operative system depend<; to a 
large extent on peer groups being 
resources for each other. 

Our value system needs to be 
changed. The citizens are the 
consumers of the system. They 
have the power to determine the 
system. Experts may advise but 
people decide. The message from 
Professor · Goldsman was loud 
and clear, and in his forceful way 
persuaded the workshops to 
heartily endorse his opinions. " I 
will not exploit the other fellow, 
we will co-operate and not 
compete with each other. Let us 
help each other and above all 
listen to each other ." We 
listened! 

U members wish to have an 
outline of Professor Goldsman's 
proposals they may send·$I.OO to : 
Concordia University Depart
ment of Psychology, Room 541-4 , 
1455 de Maisonneuve, Montreal, 
Quebec . 

_ prospects if no great change 
takes place in the educational 
system. He suggests the skills 
necessary involve a change in our 
value system. We should care 
about one another, share with one 
another, and stop competing with 
one another . We should set up a 
learning environment where co
operation is the key word . The 
community is our laboratory and 
the school is merely the 
headquarters to bring people 
together. 

Certificates Presenteil 

Who can initiate this change in 
attitude? The administrators? 
No! The teachers? Nol It is the 
parents who are the hope for 
change. Children are the hope for 
change in the future. 

ln order to maintain the im
petus generated by Professor 
Goldsman the workshop agreed 
to forego their coffee break, and 
after a "seventh inning stretch" 
of two minutes, the workshop 
considered an outline of the total 
system Professor Goldsman has 
inmind. 

It is a "cradle to the grave" 
system involving a total learning 
environment. The most im
portant learning for a child has 
taken place by the age of 4 years . 
Counselling should be available 
to parents concerning both the 
kind of toys, how their en
vironment may be more 
stimulating, and this counselling 
should be able to determine if 
there is any development delay 
and do something about it at an 
early age. 

He suggests formal education 

by June Ellingsen, National liai
son with Canadian Citizenship 
Federation. 

The Governor-General of 
Canada, the Right Honourable 
Jules Leger, presented 
Citizenship certificates on 
Citizenship Day, May 19, at the 
Chalet Mont-Royal, to twenty 
new Canadians before an 
assembly of 800 guests. At the 
head table were Mr. George 
Koutchougoura, President of the 
Montreal Citizenship Council, 
and Judges.Victor Forget, Helene 
Baillargeon Cote, Li~ Bacon and 
Fran~oise Laporte, of the 
Canadian Citizenship Court. 

Presentations of "Outstanding 
Citizen" awards were made by 
Mrs . Monica Matte , Vice
President of the Montreal 
Citizenship Council, to Mrs. Alice 
Parizeau for her work regarding 
protection of children, Miss Ethel 
Stark for her contribution to 
Canada as an outstanding 
musician and Mr. Claude Saint
Jean for his lifelong dedication to 
neurological research . 

I was invited by Dr. Nicholas 
Zolnay, a past president of . the 

Montreal Citizenship Council , to 
be present, and thoroughly en
joyed the whole evening with my 
family . We were lucky to be 
seated at the same table as two 
young winners of the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Mon
treal Essay Contest from Dunton 
High School - Cynthia 
McNaughton, Grade 8, and Nils 
Zimmerman, Grade 9, who also 
won the overall prize of a trip to 
Ottawa with his essay on 
"Welcome and Friendship," 
awarded by the Canadian 
Christian-Jewish Alliance. 
Another winner, sitting next to us 
with his parents, turned out to be 
a cJassmate of my daughter at 
Westmount High-Bruce Ack
man. They were presen~ with 
their awards by Mr. William 
Munro of the Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal. The 
Montreal Catholic School 
Commission awards were 
presented by Dr. Luc Larivee, 
Chairman. 

It was really a memorable 
evening, especially the rendering 
of O Canada by all present, which 
I felt was most significant at this 
time. 

During the NATIONAL PARTNERS CONFERENCE April 26-27, hosted by BOY SCOUTS CANADA, 
FLORA PRIDDLE, Past-President Canadian Home & ScWool/ Parent-Teacher Federation 
received a certificate from REGINALD K. GROOME, President, Boy Scouts Canada, in apprecia
tion for "FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO CANADIAN YOUTH." Elizabeth O'Connell, as then 
President of Qf HSA attended tha.twa day rnee.ting represe('!ting QFHSA. 

Students from three musical groups belonging to the Preville Fine 
Arts Centre showed what three years of practise. can do when they 
performed at the final Awards Luncheon at this year's convention. 
For story on the Fine Arts Centre see page 14 this issue. 

''Children are a 
neglected minority" 

It was wUh these words that 
Doctor Andre L'Archeveque, 
President of the Accident 
Prevention Committee of the 
Canadian Pediatric Society, 
closed his presentation at a 
rect!nt workshop on "Child Car 
Seats,'' organized by the Quebec 
Safety League. The workshop 
was part of a one-day-symposium 
on "Child Safety." 

" It is a well-known fact that car 
safety seats can reduce the 
severity of injuries by 78%, and 
save lives in 91 % of all cases," he 
added. 

Quoting numerous statistics on 
the fatalities among children 
involved in automobile accidents, 
Doctor L' Archeveque pointed up 
a number of factors which leave 
the child wide open to accidents 
of all types. Over and above the 
indifference and stupidity of 
certain parents who believe that 
accidents only happen to other 
people, he underscored the total 
absence of firm, regulatory 
guidelines in matters of safety, 
particularly with relation to Law 
No. 13, which places those 
weighing over 50 lbs. under the 
obligation of using the seat belt, 
but which makes no stipulation 

that parents must protect their 
children by means of car safety 
seats. 

In synthesis, Doctor 
L 'Arcbeveque made the 
following recommendations : 

• That the Government withdraw 
the sales tax on, or subsidize 
the purchase of, child car seats, 
thereby making them ac
cessible to all; 

• that manufacturers in-
stall-upon request and free of 
charge-seats at the time of 
purchase of an automobile; 

• that the need for child car seats 
be publicized continuously; 

• that parents. cease forthwith 
~e practice of sitting children 
on their knees, and that all car 
doors be shut and locked at all 
times ; 

• that mothers of children group 
togeth~ and sign a petition for 
the amendment of Law No.13; 

• that all future mothers request, 
from their friends and relations 
wishing to recognize the happy 
event, an infant seat for uteir 
newborn, so that, from here on 
out, it can be said in Quebec 
that our children are no longer 
considered as a neglected 
minority. 


