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Computers ·here to stay 
A glossy pamphlet entitled 

"The Challenge of Changing" 
describes an exciting new event 
that will be coming to Montreal in 
December that should be of great 
interest to parents and students. 

The first annual conference on 
Computers in Education will be 
taking place at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel on December 
12-14, 1983. The conference is 
sponsored by McGill University 
and a host of other organizations 
including QFHSA. 

The brochure will clearly show 
that this is a top-level conference 
bringing together experts from 
many parts of the world. 

The first two days of the con
ference are primarily intended for 
professionals in the field (and 
anyone else who is willing to pay 
the $130 registration fee). 

• 
E)(I-IIBIT ceNtRE 

TO a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
The Computer Fa11 will feature a large Exhibit 
Centre and Demonstration Laboratory 
with more than 70 boo1hs ·d1splay1ng hard
ware. software. w ord processors. 1elecom
murnca11ons; home video entertainment. per
sonal m1crocompu1ers; sa1ell11e commurnca-
11ons. and recenr Canadian-sponsored 1ech
nolog1cal 1nnova11ons 

Exhibitors at the Fair 
Academic Press Canada 
Addison-Wesley Publ!shers lid. 
Apple Canada Inc 
CEGEP de R1v1ere-du-Loup 
Cenrre Educat1f et Culture/ Inc. 
Cailler MacMillan !Canada/ Inc 
Commodore m1cro-ord1na1eurs 
Compu-Nord 
Computer Aided Design Systems 
Control Data Canada ltee 
Coronet lns1ruc11onal Media lid 
COMJS Systems 
D1g1monr Data Systems 
Dynamed1a Inc 
Ed1t1ons Brault & Bouth1ll1er 
Edmons du renouveau pedagog1que 
Ed111ons F-M • 
Ex1raord1na1eur inc 
Frosty Micro 
Guenn Ed11eur l!m11ee 
Heath Company 
IBM Limited 

The third day, Wednesday, 
December 14 is being devoted to a 
Public Computer Fair oriented 
specifically to parents, students 
and the general public. 

The Fair will feature a large ex
hibit centre and demonstration 
laboratory with more than 70 
booths displaying hardware, soft
ware, word processors, telecom
m uni cations, home video 
systems, personal microcom
puters, satellite communications 
and recent Canadian 
technological innovations. 

A large computer bookstore 
will offer the latest publications 
in both French and English. In ad
dition, lectures will be given in 
English and in French by invited 
experts in the field. These should 
be of great interest to students, 
parents and members of the 

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Lectures by 1nv11ed experts 1n the field. 1n both 
Engl!sh and French. w ill be ottered for stu· 
dents !elementary. high school. CEGEP. urn
vers1cy), parents and members of,lhe general 
pub/IC. 
Topics include: 
• What 1s a m1crocompu1er7 
• How do I know what · to buy 7 
• Do computers affect commurncauon be

tween parents and ch11dren7 
• \I/hat programs are available 1n school 

and 1n the stores; how valuable are they7 
• Careers and computers 

lnterfax Systems Inc. 
Karl Gutmann Inc. 
K1db1ts Computing Systems 
M1cro-Am1 
M1cro-Bou11que e~ucauve 
Modulo Edneur 
National Early Childhood Resource Group 
Ouuls d 'apprenussage 1nforma11ques 
PUCE • 
Radio Shack Limned 
Somabec /tee. 
Sys1emes LOGO 
The Computer Book & Supply Centre 
VIFI-Sog1c1el. ed1teur. inc. 
Wordex Incorporated 
M1rnstere de l 'f:ducauon. 
M1rnst~re des Commurncauons. 
M1rnstere de la Science et de la 
Technolog1e. 
Gouvemement du Quebec 

!Confirmed as of October 6. 19B3) 

public. 
Some of the topics to be covered' 

include: 
• What is a microcomputer? 
• How do I know what to buy? 
• Do computers affect com
munications between parents and 
children? 
• What programs are available in 
the schools and in stores and how 
valuable are they? 
• Careers and computers. 

There will be something to in
terest everyone. Tickets ($10 adu
jlt and $5 full time students) can 
be obtained from the Quebec 
Federation of Home and School 
Associations. Call 481-5619 or 
458-4798 for information about 
the nearest ticket depot. 

Jon Percy 
Chairman, QFHSA 

Computers in Education 
Committee 

aooKStORE 
10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

A Computer Bookstore will be on site. wnh 
the latest publ!ca11ons In both English and 
French 

Tickets for students. parents and the 
general publ!c are available and should be 
p1.Jrchased 1n advance from the following 
pamopaung orgarnza11ons 
• Quebec Federauon of Home and School 

Assoc1a11ons 
Local Depot '3" ______ _ 

or 'B (514) 481-5619 
• Quebec Assoc1a11on o f Jewish Schools 

'B (5141 735-3541 Local 256 or 257 
• McGill Educauon Graduate '\1uden1s· 

Soc1ery 
ff (514) 392-8811, Au Ramesh S1nga1 

• Federauon des comnes scolaires de l'ile 
de Montreal 
ff (514) 873-4630, All Madele,ne Neron 

Ticket: S10. 
Full-time student: ss. 

Ticket includes adm1ss1on 10 Exh1b111on. 
Demons1ra11on Laboratory and Bookstore. 
as w ell as lectures and printed materi.a ls 

For further 1nforma11on concerning program 
or 11cke1 purchase wrne or telephone 
Conference Office GEMS Conference & 
Consulting Services. 
PO Box 367. Snowdon. 
Montreal H3X 3T6 
'll-1514) 735-1366 
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Quebecer Wins Contest 
Sylvie Massee of Chicoutimi, 

was selected as the first-place 
winner in the 1983 National High 
School Essay Contest sponsored 
by the Canadian Mental Health 
Association. She received a $1,000 
cash scholarship award along 
with an all-expense paid trip to 
attend the International World 
Congress on Mental Health in 
Washington D.C. during the 
summer. 

The sixteen year-old student's 
essay entitled "An Urgent Pro
blem: Illness" was chosen over 9 
other compositions submitted by 

provincial finalists who had ad
vahced to the National finals 
after winning local and provincial 
C.M.H.A. competitions. 

Did you know ... 
• that according to the June 1983 
statistics of the Bureau de l'ac
cueil et de l'admission, students 
enrolled in· welcoming classes 
who were not born in Quebec 
came from 79 countries, spoke 38 
different languages, and Asiatic 
children formed the largest group 
in the welcoming classes ... 

Foster sotlle hope, 
Becotlle a Foster 

Parent 
Ville Marie Social Service centre is making an appeal 

for Foster Homes. Right here in the community of 
Montreal, there are babies, toddlers and youth who by 
no fault of their own must be separated from their 
natural parents for a period of time. 

We need short-term homes for healthy babies and 
toddlers and long-term fostering for intellectually han
dicapped children who do not belong in institutions. 
Scarce also are respite care providers who give occa
sional week-end relief to parents who are caring for 
their handicapped child at home. 

Foster parents provide the day-to-day care, affec
tion and Jove necessary for healthy emotional growth. 
The social worker gives the foster home support and 
back-up. By a mutual sharing of information, all those 
involved work together to serve the best interests of 
the child. 

Can you become a foster .parent to one of our 
homeless children? For more information on foster
ing, please call Ville Marie Social Service Centre, 
Homes for Children, 989-1781. 



Pqe2 Home and School News 

Editorial . .. 
It's all been said before 

Home and School has made it's statement 
about Bill 101 without the need of appearing 
before any committees. The statement was 
made in 1978 when Quebec Federation first 
challenged the constitutionality of that in
famous Bill. 

What Federation said then and what it says 
now is that Bill 101 was and is now un
necessary, regressive, punitive, and the pro
duct of negative, ultra-nationalistic, irrational 
thinking. 

To have appeared before a committee 
hearing arguments for or against this grotes
que perversion of justice would have been to 
give it a dignity and credibility it does not 
deserve. To grovel before a provincial 
minister whose goal is the humiliation of the 
English speaking community in this province, 
then the eventual subjugation of it for pur-

BILL 40 

poses of satisfying a perverse need for 
revenge, would be degrading to a provincial 
federation of parents whose dignity lies in it's 
pride of history, it's sense of cultural and 
linguistic identity, and it's vision of the future 
free of cultural captivity; free of the whims 
and vagaries of small-minded technocrats. 

It has become obvious from statements of 
the minister, Mr. Godin, that the recent hear
ings were no more than window dressing - a 
show for public consumption. 

Quebec Federation must carry on the 
legitimate fight to remind all citizens of the 
blatant unconstitutionality of Bill 101, with or 
without assistance from a reluctant federal 
government. What is good for Franco
Manitobans is good for Anglo-Quebecers, 
that is a decision of the courts based not on 
political expediency, but on justice for all. 

Shelve It Or Orbit It Suggests CECM. 
The chairman of La Commis

sion des Ecoles Catholiques de 
Montreal (CECM) has released a 
st.!tement outlining the Commis
sion's initial reactions to Bill 40. 
The following were cited as areas 
of particular concern. 

opening. The C.E.C.M. considers 
the time limit proposed by the 
Minister as definitely 
unacceptable. 

The C.E.C.M. does not intend, at 
least for the time being, to ex
press its reactions to the articles 

PHILOSOPHY AND REALITY 
We wish to share the following 

poem with all parents. 

TWO SCULPTORS 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there, 
The clay they used was a young child's mind 
And they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher; the tools she used 
Were books, music and art. 
One, a parent who worked with a guiding hand 
And a gentle loving heart. 
Day after day the teacher toiled 
With touch that was deft and sure, 
While the parent laboured by her side, 
And polished and smoothed it o'er. 
And when at last their task was done, 
They were proud of what they had wrought; 
For the things they had molded into the child 
Could neither be sold nor bought. 
And each agreed he would have failed 
If he had worked alone, 
For behind the parent stood the school 
And behind the teacher, the home. 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 
of the draft bill which do not app
ly to this school board. However, 
the C.E.C.M. would like to ex
press to the other school boards 
its feelings of sympathy and 
solidarity. 

The C.E.C.M. is wondering 

whether this project which, in the 
opinion of the Education 
Minister, was to bring a new 
Copernician revolution, should 
not be shelved indefinitely or 
simply put in orbit in the 
darkness of times. 

The C.E.C.M. expresses its 
satisfaction as to the fact that the 
new law guarantees, at least in 
principle, the rights and 
privileges which it had with 
regard to confessional schools at 
the time the Constitutional Law 
of 1867 came into effect; it 
deplores, however, the 
numerous restrictions placed on 
the exercise of these rights. 

The C.E.C.M. is deeply concern
ed with the vast powers entrusted 
to the implementation commis
sion and to the implementation 
committee. The C.E.C.M. was 
most astonished when consider
ing the power of inquiry granted 
to the Executive Committee and 
to each of its members with 
regard to any matter conceming 
the application of Chapter X. As a 
result of several unfortunate ex
periences, the C.E.C.M. is well 
aware that it is not easy to have 
its rights recognized before such 
authorities. 

Minister bespoke bafflegab! ~ • • 

The C.E.C.M. wants its ter
ritorial integrity to remain the 
same and will oppose any 
unilateral attempt to reduce its 
territory to that of the City of 
Montreal back in 1867. The Com
mission feels that the succession 
of annexations which took place 
since 1846 were achieved in a 
perfectly legal way and that its 
current population is in keeping 
with the characteristics of a large 
metropolitan urban community. 

The C.E.C.M. deplores that 
after acknowledging in the White 
Paper the weight of his Ministry, 
the tendency of control and ex
cessive regulations, the Education 
Minister proposed, in Chapter VI, 
broader powers of regulations 
even · in fields which currently 
come under the responsibility of 
the school boards. The experience 
of the last few years has given rise 
to the worse apprehensions as to 
the way the M.E.Q. has used this 
power of regulations. 

The C.E.C.M. remains puzzled 
when considering the vacillation 
of the Bill with regard to the 
future of the Island School Coun
cil of Montreal. Why should this 
organization be abolished if plans 
are being made tQ re-establish it 
immediately after, possibly with 
the same powers which it current
ly holds? 

The C.E.C.M. feels sorry that in 
the draft bill there is practically 
no reference to the teachers who 
yet are the principal makers of 
the school system. It is certainly 
not the organization with an am
biguous mission as mentioned in 
article 307 that will give the 
teachers !he place they deserve. 

The C.E.C.M. would like to find 
out how a democratic government 
can take a draft bill on school 
reform just before the summer 
holidays are to begin and demal}d 
that the briefs to be submitted to 
the Parliamentary commission be 
ready by the beginning of the 
school year at a time when all our 
efforts are concentrated on school 
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The exodus of anglophone 
graduates from Quebec is 
reaching alarming proportions, 
threatening the long-term viabili
ty of the English-speaking com
munity in the province. Is the 
hegira down the 401 voluntary, 
and if not, what must be done to 
stem the flow? 

Having interviewed hundreds 
of students, both undergrad and 
postgrad, it is my contention that 
the problem does not lie in most 
graduates wanting to leave - a 
small percentage wish to do so. 

The problem rather, is the in
ability for many of them to crack 
the job market here, despite the 
fact that English Quebeckers are 
more bilingual than fran
cophones, as documented by the 
Gendron Commission Report (16 
per cent versus 13 per cent). 

The figure for private sector 
head office jobs outflow are well 
researched in Reed Scowen's com
prehensive study - 14,000 have 
been lost. Therefore, with com
petition for remaining jobs so 
acute it is imperative that English 
graduates receive their fair share 
of public sector career oppor
tunities, since the head office in
dustry has been so decimated, aid
ed and abetted in no small 
measure by the federal govern
ment's refusal to use its power of 
disallowance' to strike down the 
Liberals' Bill 22 and the P.Q. 's 
Bill 101. 

But what is the reality of public 
sector hiring of anglophones at 
the three levels of government? 
The stark reality is a national 
shame, and begs for redress in the 
name of equity and basic fair 
play. 

The numbers for the provincial · 
civil service are well known - on
ly 431 English mother-tongue 
employees out of a total of over 
70,000 civil servants, a paltry 0.6 
per cent. Astounding! 

Yet 20 years ago, around the 
time George Marler and Richard 
Hyde sat in the provincial 
cabinet, the ministries of Revenue 
and Hydraulic Resources had 
high percentages of anglophone 
employees, and operated in a bil
ingual environment. What hap
pened in the interval? 

A number of years ago the 
chairman of McGill Univiver
sity's faculty of Electrical 
Engineering complained on the 
record in the local press about 
Hydro-Quebec's non-hiring of his 
English graduates, forcing them 
to expatriate themselves to On
tario, Manitoba and British col
umbia to pursue careers in power 
engineering. It is also interesting 
to note that Hydro-Quebec still 
does not have any anglophones on 
its ten member board of directors 
nor among its thirteen principal 

' officers. 
An article last year pointed out 

that only 400 of Montreal's 4,800 
member police force were non
francophone, or four per cent, this 
in a city which is 38 per cent non
French. 

The Fire Department and the 
Transit Commission employ less 
than two percent non
francophone workers. An in
vestigation is certainly ip order at 
City Hall. 

But it is in the realm of public 
sector hiring by the federal 
government in Quebec that is 
most distressing, especially con-

sidering Ottawa's ostensible com
mitment to a national policy of 
two official languages. 

Canada's commissioner of Of
ficial Languages, Maxwell 
Yalden, pointed out this injustice 
two years ago in his annual 
report to parliament. He showed 
that in the period from 1968 to 
1980 the percentage of 
anglophones in the federal public 
service in Quebec excluding the 
National Capital Region had 
dramatically decreased from over 
16 per cent to less than five per 
cent. 

The de-anglicization of the 
federal civil service in Quebec 
over a short 12-year period did not 
happen by happenstance. If it is 
not official government policy, 
then the citizenry is entitled to 
know the cause of it. 

When I posed this question to 
Serge Joyal, Minister of State, at 
a public meeting of the St. James 
Literary Society last fall, he 
replied with some bafflegab 
about francophones being more 
drawn to the public service than 
anglophones. 

This does not explain the 
decrease, as English Quebeckers 
have always taken their public 
duty seriously, both in war and in 
peace, are as well qualified as 
francophones, and are more 
bilingual. 

In all fairness, Mr. Joyal did 
add that Senator Dalia Wood had 
been appointed to chair a commit
tee to look into this matter of 
under-representation of English
speaking Quebeckers in the 
federal service in Quebec, proof 
positive that the situation was 

See Embarrassing page 5 



Letters to & j rom. . . 

A Reply to E. Geoffrey Tenneson's article 
"Ethics Course: an unbiased alternative" 

"The only thing that public 
schools should teach in Moral 
Education is respect for others 
and moral responsibiU,ty." 

While agreeing with the aims 
Mr. Tenneson outlines for 
moral education, viz., teaching 
respect for others and moral 
responsibility, one may be per
mitted to wonder if the course 
which he promotes is the only 
way this may be done. One may 
also take issue with Mr. Ten
neson's idea that Moral and 
Religious Instruction (Protes
tant) imposes Protestant Chris
tianity upon Muslims, Jews, 
Hindus and others who are in 
Protestant schools in the pro
vince of Quebec. 

Mr. Tenneson, as a former 
teacher in the Protestant school 
system of Quebec, should not be 
unaware of the fact that since 
1888 no child has been required 
to read or study from any 
religious book, or join any exer
cise of devotion or religion, ob
jected to in writing by his or her 
parents or guardians." This 
continues true under the 
Regulation of the Protestant 
Committee presently in force in 
Protestant schools. Section II 
reads: "Freedom of conscience 
is a fundamental principle of 
Protestant institutions. Every 
pupil of such institutions shall 
be given an opportunity to 
follow courses in moral and 
religious instruction and to par
ticipate in activities of a 
religious nature; however, no 
student shall be required to 
follow such courses or par
ticipate in such activities, if, for 
reason of conscience, a request 
to this effect is made in writing 
to the head of the institution by 
the pupil's father, mother or 
guardian. In the case of pupils 
of the age of majority the 
pupil's own written request on 
conscientious grounds shall be 
accepted." Similarly, teachers 
may be exempt from providing 

CEGEPS 

moral and religious instruction 
or taking part in religious 
activities. 

As to the how of teaching 
respect for others and moral 
responsibility we differ widely. 
Mr. Tenneson proposes a survey 
of all human philosophy and 
religion from a humanist point 
of view (What is the meaning of 
Human Life? What does it mean 
to be a Human Being? What is 
the right way for Man, or 
mankind to behave? - his 
capitals). This would be unac
ceptable to many, including 
·many of the non-Christians for 
whom Mr. Tenneson professes 
much empathy. The Protestant 
Moral and Religious Education 
program begins from the 
premise that one learns respect 
for others by understanding 
one's own religious and moral 

·tradition in order to be able to 
understand the religious and 
moral traditions of others. The 
aim of the program as 
presented in the classrooms of 
the Protestant system is exactly 
that, understanding of the Pro
testant Christian moral and 
religious heritage because it has 
largely shaped our society, our 
thought, our culture and our 
history in Western civilization. 
It is only from such an 
understanding of oneself and 
one's milieu that one may not 
only learn self respect but gain 
the capacity for understanding 
others. We would also submit 
that well taught, without any 
·attempt to proselytize or con
vert those of other faiths, it 
may provide non-Christians 
who attend such course by 
choice with the basis for 
understanding and dealing 
with a culture, a society and a 
civilization which they en
counter daily in our increasing
ly pluralistic society. 
Harry Kuntz 
Secretary of the Protestant 
Committee, Superior Council of 
Education. 

More Than 133,000 Students 
For the 1983-84 school year the 

Education Ministry expects more 
than 133,000 students to be in at
tendance at Quebec's CEGEPs. 
This represents an increase of 
almost 2000 students over last 
year. Private colleges are ex
pected to attract some 20,000 
students. 

What are the most popular pro
grams among those offered? If one 
examines the breakdown by sec
tors one finds that 57% of the ap
plications are for professional 
programs while 43% are for 
general programs. This represents 
a 2% decline in those in profes
sional programs since last year. 

The science programs (pure · 

sciences and helath sciences) seem 
to be the most popular of the 
general programs, attracting 18% 
of the applicants. Human sciences 
follow with 13%. In the profes
sional sector the clear winner is 
business administration 
(including data management) 
which garnered 20% of the 
applications. 

The rate of admission is approx
imately 81 %, an increase of 1 % 
over the previous year's rate. It 
should be remembered though 
that last year's admission rate 
was lower than the mean of 

·previous years. The rate of admis
sion was split almost equally bet
ween males and females. 

Support your Cfrilifren, 
aruf those who 
support them. . . 

A FRIEND 

Home and School News 

✓ 

My message to you for this edition of the 
NEWS is being written in mid-October. 
Already the list of activities and events for 
both the local associations and the provin
cial organization is staggering. 

First and foremost is our annual 
membership campaign. Support for local 
activities and for provincial needs require 
an active and enthusiastic membership at 
many levels. A special welcome to all who 
are joining Home and School for the first 
time. Many thanks to the Membership 
Chairmen and the executives for their 
hours of hard work. QFHSA is also pleased 
to welcome the support of many school 
boards and school committees through 
group affiliate membership. 

One of my personal commitments this 
year is to visit as many local associations 
as possible. Among the meetings I have at
tended thus far, I am amazed to find such 
a wide variety of interests and activities 
underway so early in the year - program
mes on nutrition, safety, driver education, 
babysitting, single parent workshops, 
computer courses for adults, lunch hour 
activities, after school extra-curricular ac
tivities, and so on. Volunteer lists indicate 
that schools have many needs - library, 
individual tutoring, typists, manning the 
health office, field trip drivers, etc. Fund
raising events are high on every local's list 
of priorities as school budgets are shrink
ing year by year but the need to maintain 
quality education is high on the list of 
goals. Fall Fairs, Christmas bazaars, ski 
and skate sales, trash and treasure sales, 
apple sales - all planned and executed by 
dedicated home and schoolers for the 
benefit of children. 

Provincially the news is the same. A.host 
of activities and events continues to keep 
QFHSA on its toes. Our brief on Bill 40 has 
been submitted to the National Assembly 
Standing Committee on Education. Copies 
have been circulated to all local home and 
school associations as well as to many 
other educational organizations and in
terested individuals. Once again, I urge 
every member to be informed on the issue 
of Bill 40. Both your local home and school 
association and/or Quebec Federation will 
be pleased to supply information. 

The QFHSA Fall conference at Lindsay 

Computers in Education 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

MARION DAIGLE 
President 

Place High School was an outstanding suc
cess. Each year a group of new home and 
school leaders, along with many of the ex
perienced people, meet together to share 
and exchange ideas on how to improve 
personal leadership skills and to gain in
sight into what home and school is all 
about. We were pleased to welcome school 
commissioners and school committee 
members as well. Tom Wilkinson of P.E.I. 
and a past president of CHSPTF, con
ducted a workshop on Canadian Learning 
Materials based on a program out of the 
C.L.M. Center in Halifax, Nova Scotia. This 
was a first for Quebec and from the 
evaluations received, it is certain that we 
will be repeating this workshop. 

Other provincial activities in which 
QFHSA has been asked to participate in
clude the annual general meeting of the 
Quebec Association of Protestant School 
Boards, the PAPT-PACT Annual Conven
tion and the first Annual Computers in 
Education Conference sponsored by the 
McGill Faculty of Education. 

In addition, QFHSA has been invited to 
the Annual Convention of the New York 
Parent · Teacher Association in mid
November and I will be representing 
Quebec Federation at the mid-term 
meeting of the CHSPTF in Toronto in late 
November. 

Last, and by no means least, Quebec 
Federation is busy preparing for its Annual 
General Meeting in May of 1984. This 
event will mark 40 years of active parent 
participation by QFHSA as an independent 
provincial organization. We have been 
busy dusting out our files as part of our 
move into new premises last June. At the 
same time, we have been reading some 
very interesting history and engaging in 
some nostalgia about the many, many peo
ple who have contributed so much to the 
cause of quality education for the children 
of Quebec. Next spring our goal is to 
highlight Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations. Join with us. Dust out 
the local files. Send in your historical and 
nostalgic highlights to the NEWS. We 
would love to hear from you. 

In the meantime good luck with all your 
activities. 

Kids are Worth It. 

Quebec and Ontario Cooperate 
Quebec. 

3 

The series of televised courses 
on microcomputing "Octo-puce" 
launched recently by the Quebec 
Education Ministry is based on a 
successful series "Bits and Bytes" 
produced by the Ontario Office of 
Educational Television. 

The series first broadcast in 
September 1982 was an instant 
success: 200,000 viewers and 
10,000 registrants for the first 
presentation and a similar 
response to the second presenta
tion. The third presentation is 

now underway. The production of 
the series cost more than 2 milion 
dollars and required nearly two 
years of work by the Ofice of 
Educational Television. 

As a result of the agreement 
with Ontario, Quebec can, in 6 
months and at a cost of $½ 
million, have access to an inspir
ing television series that has 
already proven its worth. It is ex
pected that this fall there will be 
100,000 viewers and 10,000 
registrants for the course in 

In addition to the right to 
broadcast the series in this pro
vince, Quebec has also obtained 
the international distribution 
rights for the French version of 
the series. Copies of the material 
will be made available to all 
school boards in the province. 

This Quebec-Ontario agreement 
has permitted the rapid acquisi
tion of a television series that 
meets the specific needs of 
francophones. 
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Home and School News 

The only thing 
standin bet-ween 
your cli d 
and a .good 
education ... 
BILL 40 
Dr. Laurin introduced Bill 40 at the last session of the 
National Assembly. If the Bill becomes law, our present school 
system would disappear. Bill 40 would eliminate1 fundamental · 
democratic rights and disrupt Quebec schools for years to come. 

BILL 40 

ARTICLE 133: "A school 
board shall be established in 
each territory determined by 
order of the government •••• " 

ARTICLE 28: "The school is 
an educational institution 
under the authority of a 
school council •••• u 

ARTICLE 292: "The 
Minister shall establish the 
program ..• that the school 
shall adapt to its needs 
according to the priorities of 
the community to which it 

'd . " prov1 es service •••• 
I 

READ BETWEEN 
THE LINES 

But the new .. school boards" are 
designed for failure. Their authority 
would be radically reduced and 
some would include as ,many as 60 
commissioners meeting only 4 times 
a year. It would be impossible for them 
to act as genuine local governments. 

But the authority and decision-making 
powers of the school council would 
be severely limited by 
regulations of the Minister 
of Education. 

But without the 
resources 
provided by 
strong local 
school boards, 
parents would 
not have the means 
to adapt the provincial 
curriculum. The objectives 
of the Minister would then 
become the objectives of our 
schools. 

The last thing Quebec needs now is more 
unworkable laws and regulations. 
Support your local school board's efforts to stop Bill 40. 
Join the fight to save your rights! 

Quebec Association of Protestant School Boards 

. ! . . . . ... 
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QFHSA brief on Bill 40 
From all reports many 

educational organizations -
school boards, ad
ministrators, teachers, 
parents, citizens groups -
have already submitted 
briefs on Bill 40 - An Act 
Respecting Elementary and 
Secondary Education - to 
the National Assembly 
Standing Committee,. on 
Education. Hearings were 
scheduled to begin on 
November 22nd ... now it's 
January 10 due to the large 
number of briefs. 

The following excerpt 
from the Quebec Federation 
of Home and School 
Associations' brief on Bill 
40 contains the recommen-

dations and conclusion. As a 
provincial body of parents, 
active participants in edcua
tion for the past 40 years, we 
reject Bill 40. It is not a pro
posal for reform in educa
tion but rather a proposal 
for massive disruption of 
the school system in 
Quebec. A limited number 
of copies of our brief are 
available at our office 
(514)481-5619. All Home & 
School Associations, School 
Committees and Parent 
Committees in the Protes
tant sector schools have 
received copies as well as 
other educational groups. 
We welcome your comments 
and opinions. 

SuperiorCouncllofEducatton 

Busy Year Planned 
The 1983-84 Annual Report of 

the Conseil superieur will deal 
with "Fundamental Pupil 
Development and the Quality of 
Education". Through this study 
the conseil superieur will review 
the quality of pupil development 
in primary and secondary schools 
and will evaluate the mastering 
of first language skills. Further
more, the contributions of varied 
subject areas in the total develop
ment of the child will be 
considered. 

The Conseil superieur will also 
review programmes offered by 
Junior Colleges (CEGEP) and 
Universities as they contribute to 
the total development of students 
at these levels. Similarly the 
quality of programmes offered by 
Adult Education Services will be 
evalutated in the light of how 
training and retraining program
mes contribute to pupil growth. 

In order to develop this theme 
thoroughly, to better grasp what 
is actually taking place, and to 
identify the true needs for quality 
education, the Conseil superieur 
will directly involve the educa
tional milieu in this major study. 
To accomplish this the Conseil 
will invite opinions, and receive 
and hear petitions and sugges
tions of the public. 

Public hearings will therefore 
be held in two regions of the pro
vince: Trois-Rivieres in January 
1984 and South Shore in February 
1984. At these hearings the Con
seil superieur will invite ad
ministrators, parents, teachers, 
commissioners and students to 
share their views and findings. 
On November 30th and December 
1st 1983 the Conseil superieur will 
sponsor a symposium, to be held 
in Montreal, at which time 
leading education specialists will 
be invited to share their expertise 
on the matter. 

As stipulated in the Loi du Con-

seil superieur de !'education, the 
conseil superieur may " ... make 
recommendations to the Minister 
on any matter relating to educa-
tion." The Conseil superieur ex
pects to forward to the Ministre 
de !'Education recommendations, 
pursuant to policies by ad hoc 
committees, on the role of women 
in the educational system, the 
destiny of French and English in
struction as second languages, 
computer technology in primary 
and secondary schools, and the 
training and professional 
development of primary and 
secondary school teachers. The 
latter topic wil be conducted 
following a specific request from 
the Ministre · de !'Education ad
dressed to the Conseil superieur 
on June 13, 1983. 

The four permanent Commis
sions of the Conseil superieur, as 
well as contributing to the 
preparation of the Annual 
Report, will provide research and 
views in the preparation of advice 
to the Ministre as follows: 
• The Primary Education Com
mission will review the role of the 
primary school regarding 
violence as a social phenomenon; 
• The Secondary Education Com
mission will prepare advice on 
the challenge of attaining pupil 
success in secondary schools; 
• The Superior Education Com
mission will study the contribu
tion of the university community 
towards economic development; 
• The Adult Education Commis
sion will study the phenomenon 
of aging and the resulting needs 
for adult education. 

It must be noted that the Con
seil superieur expects to forward 
to the Ministre de !'Education 
recommendations and views, in 
September, on the study begun 
over one year ago: the proposed 
law on public elementary an(j 
secondary education (Bill 40). 

Continuing Dropoutl 
A report on the enrolment 

forecasts at the C.E.C.M. up until 
1992 shows that the number of 
students in the French Sector is 
expected to remain relatively 
stable. In fact, from 91 321 
students in 1982, the French Sec
tor should have 88 095 students by 

1992, a decline of 3,5%. 
In the English Sector, however, 

the school population is expected 
to drop substantially. The 
forecasts show that there will be a 
total of 11 835 students by 1992 as 
compared to 20 798 in 1982, a 
decline of 43,l %. 

Alice Beaudoin elected chairman of CPC 
On September 20th, members of 

the Central Parents' Committee 
elected Mrs. Alice Beaudoin as the 
new chairman. Mrs. Beaudoin 
succeeded Mrs. Madeleine Neron, 
who was elected last June for a se
cond mandate but resigned for 
personal reasons. 

Mrs. Beaudoin is the first 
parent of the English Sector to ac-

.l 

cede to the chairmanship of the 
Central Parents' Committee. 
Perfectly bilingual, extremely 
available, well informed on the 
debates and the activities of the 
C.E.C.M. in her role as a parent
commissioner, Mrs. Beaudoin is 
particularly well prepared to ex
ercise her new function as the of
ficial spokesman for the parents. 
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QFHSA'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

ON 

BILL 40 
"AN ACT RESPECTING PUBLIC 

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
EDUCATION 

School Boards and Local 
Autonomy 

Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations strongly urge 
the Government of Quebec to en
sure that responsibility for educa
tion at the local level be kept in 
the hands of School Commis
sioners democratically elected by 
universal suffrage to serve on con
fessional school boards represen
ting a broad community of 
schools. 

In addition we recommend that 
the Ministry of Education be ask
ed to transfer to the local school 
boards powers of taxation, con
trol of curriculum ancf hiring of 
personnel so that school boards 
may meet their priorities and 
obligations to the communities 
they serve. 
Powers of the Ministry of 
Education 

All Quebecers, whether they be. 
English-speaking or French
speaking, Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish, Greek Orthodox, or of 
any other creed, we believe, must 
feel a sense of unity about the 
maintenance of the civil rights -
guaranteed by the Canadian con
stitution - of parents as a class of 
persons, and would support, 
through their elected members of 
the National Assembly, the dele
tion or amendment of articles of 
Bill 40 which give offense to 
parents. We ask, therefore, in the 
interest of uniting all Quebecers 
in the preservation of democratic 
traditions, that there be a 
substantial reduction in the cen
tralized decision power of the 
Ministry of Education, that its 
regulations be made subject to 
review (including disallowance) 
by the National Assembly in con
formance with parliamentary 
democracy, and that there be a 
substantial restoration of the 
autonomy of local school boards 

Quebec Police Force 

- where parents and com
munities can avail themselves of 
the opportunities for 
participation. 
Establishing the Legal Validity of 
Bill 40 

We further recommend that the 
Quebec Government follow the 
democratic precedents already set 
in Canada. It should facilitate the 
expeditious hearing of constitu
tional challenges of the authority 
of the National Assembly to 
legislate parts of Bill 40. In so do
ing it would be following a wor
thy Canadian tradition. An il
lustration of expeditious treat
ment in that tradition was the re
cent decision of the Government 
of Ontario to bypass the Supreme 
Court of Ontario and refer direct
ly to the Ontario Court of Appeal 
the matter of the joint court ac
tion for French language school 
boards of the French Canadian 
Association of Ontario and the 
French Speaking Teachers' 
Association of Ontario. 

We ask that this revolutionary 
Bill 40 be referred to the Court 
before its passage into law. We 
recommend it be referred to the 
Quebec Court of Appeal for an 
opinion on the constitutionality 
of those sections relating to con
fessional and dissentie11t schools. 

If that is not done before this 
legislation is passed into law, the 
prospect is a sombre one. There 
will be a long period of disruptive 
judicial warfare. Such an ex
perience can only injure the pro
vince by alienating further those 
who feel united in their opposi
tion to the imposition of ,an 
authoritarian linguistic na
tionalism that would destroy, 
under the guise of 'educational 
reform', a public trust, 
guaranteed in 1867, for a public 
secular system of democratic 
schools. 

Policemen as an 
Educational Resource 

The policeman can serve as an 
effective tool in the education of 
youth. He is a resource person 
who has specific prevention 
responsibilities in relation to the 
many problems that he en
counters: drugs, alcohol, law en
forcement, aggression, personal 
safety and highway safety. 

The Quebec police _force's school 
information program provides for 
policeman-educators whose role is 
to give information and advice in 
the schools in order to curb 
juvenile delinquency, permit 
young people to become responsi
ble citizens and to familiarize 
them with he role of the police 
and with the administration of 
justice. 

Today it is widely accepted that 
prevention is not solely the 
responsibility of the police. The 
introduction of a program of per
sonal and social development in
volves a new sharing of respon-

sibilities relating to the 
dissemination of information 
among young people. It will be 
comparable in this-respect to the 
joint highway safety education 
program of the Ministry of Educa
tion and the Quebec Automobile 
Insurance Bureau. For further in
formation about the educational 
program contact a representative 
of the Quebec Police Force. 

McGill Principal 
reappointed 

Principal David L. Johnston 
began a second five-year term 
starting September 1, 1984. The 
final report of the Consultative 
Committee to Review the Prin
cipalship, recommending his 
reappointment, was presented to 
the Board of Governors on 
September 19. 
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CONCLUSION 
QFHSA has always sup

ported reforms in the educa
tional system that are aimed at 
improving the educational, 
economic or social welfare of 
the child. 

We will continue to support 
all sincere efforts at real 
educational reform; reform 
whose chief goals are the 
enhancement of the quality of 
education and the rationaliza
tion of educational services. 
However, we will oppose with 
the utmost vigour any at
tempts by any group to 
manipulate the educational 
system to further its own nar
row political or ideological vi
sions. We are of the opinion 
that Bill 40 represents just 
such an attempt. 

It is up to this Standing Com
mittee and the National 
Assembly to protect the tradi
tion of tolerance in this pro
vince and to restore tranquili
ty and a sense of unity and 
common purpose in education. 

Embarrassing . .. 
continued from page 2 

getting somewhat embarrassing 
to the government. Since then not 
a word! 

Who are the members of Ms. 
Wood's committee? Has the com
mittee held public meetings? Was 
a report issued? What steps are to 
be taken to rectify the problem? 

The fact of the matter is that 
English Quebeckers are the vic
tims of systematic discrimination 
in hiring practices by all three 
levels of government. Language is 
being11sed as handy subterfuge to 
deny equal employment 
opportunities. 

A sad by-product of all this is 
that many families see their 
children forced to emigrate to On
tario and out West to find jobs, 
despite their increasing bil
ingualism, especially in recent 
years. A third generation Eastern 
Townshipper, I personally have a 
brother and sister in Alberta and 
a sister in Toronto. 

With the federal government 
now the largest single employer 
in Montreal, Alliance-Quebec 
should step into this dossier, and 
take a leaf from the book of the 
Youth Retention Project of the 
Jewish Vocational Service which 
operates a placement service to 
identify job prospects and keep 
its youth in Quebec. This is done 
without a cent of government 
funding. 

The Achilles' heel of Alliance
Quebec in a youth retention pro
gram is its inability and unwill
ingness to criticize the federal 
government, whence it receives 
most of its funding. Members and 
concerned citizens should 
pressure the Alliance, which is 
strangely silent about the non
hiring of English-Quebeckers in 
the federal service in Quebec. 

Pressure must also be brought 
to bear on the Quebec MP's in the 
House of Commons. The future of 
our society is directly dependent 
upon keeping our youth here. 
Time and justice demand im
mediate action. 

by Terence Pye 
Dorval, Que 

Cot NEWS? 
send it in to 

FOCUS on the LOCALS 
editor 

Barbara Peden 
C/0 QFHSA Office 
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Quebec Federation of 
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Associations 

4 795 St. Catherine St. W. 
Montreal, Quebec H3Z IS8 

1514) 933-3664 

I Love to Read 
The I Love to Read project will 

be held once again this year in 
elementary schools across the pro
vince. The purpose of the project 
is to celebrate the joy of reading, 
by involving children in a wide 
variety of reading experiences, 
culminating in final I Love to 
Read events. 

The project is sponsored by the 
Quebec Reading Association 
through the Montreal Reading 
Council and the Chateauguay 
Valley Reading Council. 

Plan to join the ever-growing 
number of teachers who par
ticipate in this celebration of 
literacy. For a registration form, 
·write to: The I Love to Read Pro
ject, c/o Woodland School, 610 
Boulevard Desmarchais, Verdun, 
Quebec, H4H 1S6 

SLANG OR NOT 

Here's the 
Latest Word 

As we invent words to suit new 
technology, customs or cir
cumstances, dictionaries have to 
be updated ("update" has made it 
into Miriam-Webster's, but not 
into the Concise Oxford). 

Revising a dictionary presents 
lexicographers, or dictionary 
writers, with the problem of 
deciding whether a new word has 
sufficient usage to be included. 
To herald the 9th edition of 
Webster's New Collegiate Dic
tionary, Thomas Allen and Son, 
the publishers, have provided a 
lsit of some newcomers to their 
widely-used dictionary. Do these 
words deserve respectability, in 
your opinion? 

Anti-nuke 
Boat people 
Biorhythm 
Brain death 
Floppy disc 
Gas guzzler 
House husband 
Humungous 

Moonie 
Palimony 

Petrodollars 
Open marriage 

Supply-side 
Trickle-down 

Watergate 
Up-scale 

A new feature has been added to 
the latest edition of Webster's. 
Each entry includes the date of 
that word• s first recorded 
appearance. 

Here's a challenging quiz. See 
how you can come to the dates 
these words first appeared in 
print. 

1. Brat 2. corporation 
3. earthling 4. energize 5. finalize 
6. gunslinger 7. marshmallow 
8. motor 9. punk rock 
10. warmonger 11. yahoo 
12. yogurt or yoghurt 

gz9r ·zr 9zu ·rr 
06!il ·or ll6l '6 98!il "8 li.m;uaJ 

'lf1U-a.1,d 'l l!i6l '9ZZ6l ·g Z!ill 'Ii 
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NOTICE ... 
For copies of the QFHSA 
bookmark and the 
ARRET /STOP bumper 
sticker, write the 
QFHSA Office, 
2535 Cavendish #212, 
Montreal H48 2Y5. 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or 

the pressures of competition 

ecole WESTON Inc. 
established 1917 

COEDUCATIONAL • NONSECTARIAN 
ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL 

GENERAL ACADEMIC COURSES 
Recognized by the Department of Education 
for the purpose of grants-secondary level 

Permis #749804 pour enseignement 
general elementaire gr. I-VI accorde aux termes 

de la Loi de l'enseignement prive 

Applications being received for September 1984 

124 Ballant 

ecole 
WESTON inc. 
school 

H4X 2B3 
Tel. (514) 488-9191 
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Good News for 
Elementary Schools 

' 

CLASSIFIED 
Petro-Canada has graciously ac

cepted to sponsor the "Road Safe
ty Sketch" for the 1983-84 school 
year. Aimed at the K to 3 
students, the Sketch has been 
available in Quebec since 1977, 
with the financial help of BP 
Canada. 

A 45 minute presentation re
quiring the participation of some 
60-75 students, . the Sketch is 
available without charge to all 
schools interested in focussing at
tention on traffic, home and 
recreational safety. The pro
gramme is co-ordinated by the 
Quebec Safety League. 

In the past six years, more than 
250,000 youngsters in 2,000 
schools in 350 urban communities 
were able to enjoy the 
presentation. 

In each case, Elmer the Safety 

Please note: because of the high 
cost of travel outside the Mon
treal area, only invitations for a 
minimum of six (6) presentations 
in a given area can be accepted. 
Also, because of the heavy 
demands on Elmer's time, return 
engagements to the same school 
can be accepted only once every 
three years. 

Elephant, star of the sketch, gave 
each student a 12 page safety ac
tivities album as a reminder of his 
visit and more specifically of his 
advice. 

Throughout the winter months, 
presentations will be concen
trated within a radius of 120 
kilometers from Montreal 
because of possible winter 

If you wish to advertise in the Home & 
School News, please send your ad and 
cheque to: Att.: Sandra Keightley, 
QFHSA, 2535 Cavendish Blvd., Suite 
#212, Montreal, Quebec. (Cheque payable 
to Quebec Federation of Home & School 
Assocaitions). The cost for advertising is 
20t per word and minimum 10 words per 
ad. Your cheque in payment for the ad 
must accompany the ad. 

FOR SALE: #8-175 Automatic col
lating machine. Price negotiable. For 
information please contact Susan 
Stamm, 481-5304 or Sandra 
Keightley, 631-8400 or Doreen 
Canavan 453-3172. 

weather complications. 
The Sketch can be reserved for 

your school by phoning the 
Quebec Safety League 
(514-482-9110) - ask for Mrs. Bella 
Lafontaine. 

Religious and Moral Instruction 

Catholic,Schools to Offer Choice 
All students attending Quebec's 

Catholic schools will now have 
the choice of Catholic religious in
struction or moral instruction. 
This new option will replace the 
system of exemption from in
struction that has up to now ex
isted in primary and secondary 
schools. Last June the Govern
ment issued a decree which pro
vided that the new option plan 
could be applied beginning in 
September of 1983 but would 
become compulsory in all schools 
by September 1985. 

In primary school and the first 
two years of secondary school the 
parents or guardians will make 
the choice for the child each year 
at the time of registration. 
Students in later years of secon
dary school will be able to choose 

for themselves provided they ob
tain the consent of their parents. 

In primary school Catholic 
religious instruction or moral in
struction involves 120 minutes 
per 5 day week, and in secondary 
schools 100 minutes per week. 

In 1982 of the one milion 
primary and secondary students 
in Catholic schools, 40,000 were 
exempted from Catholic religious 
instruction. In order to provide 
moral instruction to about 1,500 
small groups of students (less 
than 11 per class) the Ministry of 
Education arranged for $2.5 
million in special allocations to 
school boards. 

The new decree now obliges the 
school to arrange for implementa
tion of the necessary courses even 

for groups of less than 15 
students. 

Catholic religious instruction at 
the primary level puts the em
phasis on understanding and 
deepening the Christian ex
perience. At the secondary level it 
aims at developing in the youth 
an awareness of the religious and 
moral basis of the many teachings 
that are illuminated by faith. 

Moral instruction in the 
primary school will awaken and 
motivate the students concerning 
the .principal elements of moral 
action and places the emphasis on 
the respect for oneself and others. 
In secondary school it will 
stimulate, among other things, 
the questioning by the adolescent 
about his own being in relation to 
others and his environment. 

Raise the funds to outfit a classroom 
or a schoolful of classrooms 

We offer you a lot more than 
the world's finest 
chocolate. We also put the 
world's best fund raising · 
directors on your team. We 
assign an expert to work 
closely with you throughout 
your fund drive. On the 
scene. Beginning to end. He 
provides leadership and 
direction. He helps organize 
your selling team, structure 
it, stimulate it. And provides 
sales aids - control 
sheets, charts, finance 
reports - everything you 
need to make your fund 

drive a smooth-running, richly-rewarding success. 
World's Finest Chocolate is success-oriented. A prestige name. 
Nationally known. A wide variety of products, each personalized for your 
group. 

For more information, call or mail coupon below to: 

Robert Poirier 
C.P. 1213 St-Laurent, Montreal, Quebec H4L 4X1, 937-4826 

Name 

Address 

City Prov. 

Organization 



Plenary Session digs into Bi/140 

Destroys base 
of our dual 
system of 
education 

The audience were left in no 
doubt about ·the inappropriate
ness of Bill 40 after hearing the 
careful analysis of Bill ,Brooks 
and the in-depth, behind-the
scenes, hard-hitting presentation 
by Connie Middleton-Hope. 

Marion Daigle, the President of 
Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Association, opened the 
proceedings by stressing the im
portant role Home & School has 
played over the past 40 years as a 
grassroots organization dedicated 

disrespect for the principles of 
educational democracy and its in
tention to ignore the constitu
tional rights of Quebecers; and 
4) the unnecessary disruption of 
our educational system and the 
detrimental consequences for a 
generation of Quebec students. 

Bill clearly showed how the 
proposed legislation, if adopted, 
will increase the distance bet
ween problems and those with the 
power to respond to them. With 
most of the power being located 
within the Department of Educa-

to quality education. She drew at- tion, and only limited respon
tention to the Queb~ Federation sibility being allocated to the new 
Home & School Brief and in- "school boards" and school coun
troduced the many people in the cils, the proposed system is bound 
room who had directly or in- to lead to a rapid decline in the 
directly been involved in its quality of education. 
preparation. Bill concluded his presentation 

Bill Brooks, Chairman of Public with a list of recommendations: 
Relations and Social Action Com- • Boards should be established 
mittee of the Quebec Association through local democracy and 
of Protestant School Boards and a universal suffrage; 
C om mi s s i on er w it h t he • Adequate ch~ks and balances 
Lakeshore School Board, began be provided within the system 
his presentation by identifying through an appropriate divison of 
four key issues: power between the Ministry of 
1) disappearance of school boards Education and the boards; 
as real local governments, and the • The separation of the education 
growing ce~tralization of the budget from other local govern
educational process by the state; ·ment responsibilities so that it is 
2) potential loss of Quebec's dual not in competition with the 
educational system along with building of roads, etc.,; 
the positive spirit of diversity • Taxation powers to ensure that 
they have provided within high quality educational pro-
Quebec and Canada; grams can be implemented; 

<_ .3) .the . Q.u.ebec G.ov.e,nm.ent'.s- - ,. , Accountability- -and- consulta-
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tion at the local level; protection 
of cultural and religious 
diversity; 
• Opportunities for communities 
to influence the curriculum. 

Connie Middleton-Hope, Chair
woman of the Protestant Commit
tee, Superior Council of Educa
tion, then took up the baton. Her 
talk resonated with commitment 
and dedication and reflected a 
clear understanding of the 
broader context in which Bill 40 is 
just one tool being used to imple-

Marion Daigle, President QFHSA 
and Constance Middleton-Hope, 
Chairwoman, Protestant Com
mittee, Superior Council of Edu
cation said the Bill dooms local 
involvement in education. 

ment the Parti Quebecois mission 
to centralize power within the 
government. 

In contrast to our dual educa
tional system, which evolved to 
meet the needs of the people, the 
system being proposed by Dr. 
Laurin, which is really phase two 
of Bill 101, is being imposed from 
above; and it essentially leaves 
Protestants without representa
tion at the Deputy Minister level 
within the Ministry of Education. 

Connie argued that the propos
ed changes, by destroying the 
cultural foundation on which our 
-educational -system is-, based, can 

only inhibit true educational 
reform, which can only take place 
within a stable structure. She 
stressed the need to recognize and 
preserve our diversity and to per
mit those in different regions and 

' with different beliefs to shape the 
educational program to meet 
their specific requirements. 

Failure by Protestants to fight 
for the preservation of Protestant 
Boards will only confirm the 
widespread francophone percep
tion of anglophones as all being 
wealthy WASPs who don't really 
believe in confessionalism. 

In conclusion, Connie noted the 

Bill Brooks, Commissioner 
L.S.B., and PR Chairman, Social 
Action Committee, Q.A.P.S.B. 
spelled out what the fine print of 
Bill 40 means. 
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contradictory nature of many ar
ticles in the Bill and the degree to 
which the Ministry of Education 
will have the power to overrule 
decisions made at the local level. 
A lively discussion period 
followed. 
Dr. Stuart B. Hill 
Macdonald High Home & School 

Parents a1.1d Teachers Working Together 

One aim -
Effective education 

Dale Silverthorne, President of 
Carlyle Home & School, opened 
the workshop by explaining how 
parents and teachers share a com
mon word: "our children". 
Parents send their children to 
school to be educated, but as 
parents we have an obligation to 
provide teachers with healthy 
and happy pupils. A well
balanced diet, adequate rest, good 
health habits, outdoor exercise, 
regular medical and dental 
checkups, supervising television 
programs and keeping sick 
children home will help to meet 
these goals. 

In school it is important to en
courage parent participation. The 
objectives of volunteer programs 
should be clear to parents, 
teachers, and principals, with 
open communication between all 
levels. Fund raising is another 
area in which parents can par
ticipate. Several valuable points 
to remember when volunteering 
are: schools have individual 
needs; do not over-extend 
yourself by becoming involved in 
too many activities; volunteers 
should not expect special status; 
and, by volunteering, you are do
ing it for the betterment of all 
students. 

Tom Bean, Principal of Princess 
Elizabeth School (Magog), pointed 
out that rural schools face dif
ferent problems than their urban 
counterparts. Children must 
travel greater distances to attend 
school; therefore, transportation 
costs are higher. Mainstreaming 
poses another difficulty as special 
education teachers are not 
available. Due to these types of 
problems, pareq.ts, .teat:hers,_ ~~Q 

administrators must work closely 
together. 

Over the years, Mr. Bean has 
observed the valuable service 
volunteers provide to rural 
schools. Whether it's in a school 
cafeteria or starting a music pro
gram, parent participation is 
always felt. Parents must realize 
they can have a positive impact 
by being interested and sincere. 
In volunteer programs there are 
always areas to improve and new 
ideas to explore. 

As a teacher at Beacon Hill 
Elementary School, Pat Lewis 
understands how necessary Home 
& School Associations are to the 
daily operations of our school. 
Volunteers who run our libraries 
or assist teachers with reading 
programs are only two ways in 
which Home & School works 
towards a better education for our 
children. 

Parents must not forget that 
Home & School also means 
teachers and that every possible 
effort should be taken to en
courage teachers to become active 
members. 

Because Home & Sch~ol is an in
dependent organization, parents 
should not shy away from 
political situations that affect our 
children. Bill 40 is one such issue. 
By taking a stand, Home & School 
is able to keep parents informed 
and up to date on this vital 
subject. 

The workshop ended with a 
question period in which par
ticipants felt free to ask questions 
and exchange ideas between the 
speakers and the group. 
Mary Anne Quesnel , 

. N~rthvie.w Ele.roentary. School . 
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Leadership Involvement 

Workshop tested skills 
Workshop leader: Scott Haldan, 

Executive Director of the West 
Island YMCA. 

This excellent two part 
workshop explored both the 
theoretical and practical aspects 
of leadership. The definition, at
tributes, styles and exercise of 
leadership as well as personal and 
organizational growth were ex
amined. Theory was then put into 
practice at a simulated Home & 
School meeting, after which the 
whole exercise was evaluated. 

One might define leadership as 
the behavior of influencing peo
ple to strive willingly for a com
mon goal. Communication skills, 
charisma, goal orientation, 
diplomacy, the ability to 
motivate, to delegate, to 
negotiate and to handle internal 
and external group politics were 
some of the necessary attributes 
of a leader which the workshop 
group enumerated. It is in
teresting to note that other 
studies have shown intelligence 
to be the only common quality 
listed by all groups. 

The four 'situational' leader
ship styles of Hershey and Blan
chard were explained: a) low task, 
low relationship; b) high task, 
high relationship represented as 
the four quadrants of a task 
oriented behaviour, group rela
tionship behaviour grid. These 
styles might otherwise be describ-

Smoking and Health 

ed as delegating, telling, selling 
and participating behaviours . 
Scoring on a series of four part 
multiple choice questions reveal
ed one's effectiveness, preferred 
styles and flexibility in changing 
styles as the situation demanded. 
Leadership style appears to be a 
function of the leader , the 
followers aid the situation itself. 

Sequential steps in the decision
making process start at the defini
tion of the problem and advance 
through the preparation and con
sideration of the options to the 
decision, its implementation and 
its evaluation. The positive and 
negative roles that members of a 
group might play in this process 
were identified so that potential 
leaders might know how to use or 
counteract specific behaviours. 
For instance in the first sequen
tial step of defining the problem, 
useful members' roles would be 
that of orienting, clarifying and 
defining the problem, while 
blocking behaviours would be 
that of creating ambiguity, 
generalizations and offering 
many different perceptions of the 
problem. The leader might use 
problem census, small groups or a 
needs analysis to move the group 
througl). this initial step. 

The elements in a leader's per
sonal growth which should result 
in analogous growth in an 
organization are acceptance, com-

Time to butt out 
Judy Bock, smoking and health 

resource person for the QFHSA 
and Marilyn Ashby, Social Af
fairs/Support Services Chair
man for QFHSA, presented an in
teresting and informative 
workshop on Smoking and 
Health. We were made aware that 
Health and Welfare Canada is cur
rently sponsoring a five year cam
paign designed to encourage 
young Canadians to become a 
generation of non-smokers. Cer
tain principles of approach will 
help to establish "The Breakaway 
Generation" . 

They can warn younger brothers 
and sisters to the dangers of 
smoking, discuss hazards of 
smoking with their peers and 
show their concern for the health 
of a smoking parent. 

We received an excellent kit of 
information and materials on 
smoking prevention. Included in 
the kit was a proposed elemen
tary school program which could 
be introduced at the Kindergarten 
level with the use of films, 
posters, booklets, discussion and 
activities. Appropriate materials 
are likewise suggested for all the 
other elementary grades. 

munication (data flow), goal for
mation and (self) control in that 
order. Acceptance of self and 
thereby of others helps to create a 
climate of confidence, trust and 
support in the organization. A 
greater flow of information to 
and from the leader, preferably 
on a personal rather than a writ
ten basis, should produce a higher 
level of awareness in the group, 
plus more openness and spon
taneity . The setting of goals 
which are meaningful to the 
leader and with which he can 
identify, ensure a free and open 
exchange in the setting of group 
goals, i.e. greater participation in 
decision making and the conse
quent satisfaction from the work 
itself. 

Local groups wishing to host 
leadership workshops would do 
well to contact their local YMCA. 
They might also enquire at their 
local CEGEP or faculty of educa
tion to see if there is a department 
that provides this service. Some 
organizations charge for this ser
vice while others don't. 
Margaret Funnell 
Commissioner, LSB 

Programs - Ho -to-skills 

Promoting Canadian Cuhure 

It should start in school 
Room.204 of Lindsay Place High 

School featured a vibrant speech 
by Tom Wilkinson, a past Presi
dent of Canadian Home and 
School and Parent -Teacher 
Association. 

The CANADIAN' LEARNING 
MATERIALS CENTRE is an in
dependent organization which 
was established in 1979 to ex
amine the cultural role of text
books and other learning 
resources in Canadian schools and 
particularly in Atlantic Canada. 
The CLMC obtains its funds from 
the Writing and Publication Sec
tion of the Canada Council, and 
occupies space provided by 
Dalhousie University. It is staff. 
ed by a director, an assistant 
director, and a clerk/typist. The 
Board of Directors is represented 
by individuals from all four 
Atlantic Provinces, who have a 
wide variety of public interests 
and educational involvement. 

Have you ever asked yourself 
who decides what books your 
children are going to read? 
Wilkinson suggests that parents 
should evaluate the kids' books. 
Find out what the policy is for 

selecting books; get the legistla
tion and regulations for these 
selection procedures. Find out the 
school boards' policies and talk to 
trustees . CLMC has a 
RESOURCE CENTRE for anyone 
interested in learning materials 
and curriculum. 

Its objectives are tq develop a 
comprehensive collection of Cana
dian and regional learning 
materials, the reform of textbook 
selection policies and procedures 
by Departments of Education and 
school boards, and research into 
funds of learning materials. 

Most of the books children are 
reading about our history were 
written and published in the 
U.S.A. We have equally good 
Canadian authors and we have 
our own publishers, so why not 
give Canadians jobs by buying 
books written and published by 
Canadians? One of the problems 
is funding, but they also need our 
support. Many educational 
policies and decisions today 
undermine the cultural role in 
Canadian learning materials. 
Judy Malin 
Northview School 

• Children can never be taught 
too early about the dangers of 
smoking to their own health. The 
question of environmental protec
tion as well makes discussions 
more meaningful. 
• In general there is a big drop in 
the number of smokers in this 
country. However, studies show 
girls are taking up smoking at an 
alarming rate. The biggest cause 
of premature death for women in 
North America is becoming lung 
cancer, as opposed to preast 
cancer. 

A resolution on smoking was 
unanimously adopted at the 
workshop and will be sent to each 
local for their approval and input. 
(Kit information and materials 
available through QFHSA (514) 
481-5619. 

Define roles and share 

• Parents and teachers can help 
in a preventive campaign to keep 
girls from smoking. Mothers are 
strong role models for their 
daughters and, if smokers 
themselves, they can help by leav
ing the room when they smoke 
showing their kids they too would 
rather not smoke. Sensitize girls 
to the lies in slick advertising. 
Often advertisements targeted at 
young women show smoking as 
part of healthy outdoor life or 
give smoking a glamorous ·image. 
• Early awareness that the ma
jority of Canadians don't smoke 
would reduce peer pressure to 
smoke, 'to be part of the crowd'. 
Also non-smokers have a right to 
breathe clean air. Tobacco smoke 
does have an adverse effect on 
non-smokers and can affect their 
lungs. The young need protection 
from smoky environments and 
should be taught to be responsible 
for their own health. 

Children can be encouraged to 
see that they are teachers too. 

Peggy MacArthur 
Northview 

Resolution adopted by delegates 
at the Smoking & Health 
Workshop at the Leadership Con
ference, October 15, 1983. 
Whereas for many years the 
QFHSA has been committed to 
the promotion of non-smoking 
programmes in our schools and 
Whereas smoking has been 
recognized as the leading cause of 
preventable premature death and 
Whereas the smoking habit is 
taught by example in many 
homes. most schools and in the 
community at large and 
Whereas 'scond-hand' smoke is 
recognized to be harmful to non
smokers including non-smoking 
children, 
Be it resolved that the QFHSA 
urge local Home and School 
Associations to eliminate smok
ing at meetings in the interest of 
giving visible support to the 
Federation's policy of promoting 
positive health attitudes among 
school children, their families and 
teachers. 
The adoption of the resolution 
was moved by Pat Lewis, second
ed by Natalie Lapalme and was 
supported unanimously. 

There has been a change in the 
last ten years in organization of 
public relations. The old way was 
made of an assumption of 
knowledge being passed on to the 
others. The new way is to look for 
an answer, a feed-back from all 
participants. 

Rod Elkin opened this 
workshop describing seven steps 
to successful programs: 

1. Assessing needs and interests. 
The best way to reach people can 
be by holding a general meeting. 
Start early in the school year. You 
may give interviews - be accep
ting and listen to the concerns of 
the subjects. A questionnaire or 
suggestion boxes may be used. 
Your principal and his staff may 
have information about the condi
tions in the community. Children 
will tell you their needs. 
2. Decide 
3. Planning. 
a) purpose of event; 
b) What method or combination 
will best serve the purpose of the 
meeting? 
c) What do we need for the 
meeting: people - facilities -
equipment? 
d) How much "meeting time" do 
we need to carry out the plan? 
(remember to be in control, leave 

time for discussion, give time to 
people to express their views) 
e) What kind of publicity will best 
capture the attention: Newsletter, 
telephone chain? 
4. Carry out the program. 
5. Evaluate the program: a) the 
event; b) the year (overhead 
transparency). 
6. Share the result. 
7. Remember the major 
weaknesses. Nobody should be 
entirely responsible. Diversify 
the duties. Learn from your 
mistakes and use experience for 
future events. You cannot be right 
all the time. 

In the second part Jon Percy 
presented an overview on: How to 
plan programs, what kind of pro
grams and sharing examples of 
successful programs. 

Remember to outline the func
tions of the organization and to 
define the role of the chairman. 
Develop and co-ordinate program 
activities of the local association. 
Identify needs and interests of 
school to a state of activity, and 
the involvement of people in 
specific areas of interest. Identify 
local resources, particularly those 
related to the expressed local 
need and interests (see when peo-

ple are ready for hot issues). 
QFHSA can supply you with 
some materials on different pro
grams. Establish local program 
objectives. Evaluate program 
activities. 

Emphasize that goals of pro
grams be well defined in accord 
with needs of school or communi
ty. Remember that you are not on
ly dealing with parents but also 
with children. 

Using some slides Mr. Percy 
opened the discussion with 
participants: 
• On enrichment programs; 
• Student oriented programs; 
• Parent/community prograins 
such as Curriculum related or 
Parenting. 
• Health programs. 

The participants shared their 
experiences in running successful 
programs in their schools. 

A last word; that equal time be 
given in the programs to cover 
School L1fe, Home Life and Com
munity Life. 

Material related to this 
workshop is available from 
speakers Jon Percy, Vice
President, QFHSA, and Rod 
Elkin, Executive Assistant, 
PAPT. 
Nicole Walker 
Northview Elementary School 
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What's It All About 
Workshop Leaders 
Marion Daigle, President, 
QFHSA 
Flo Johnson, Treasurer, 
Edgewater Home & School 
Joan Mansfield, President, Cana
dian Home & School & School and 
Parent-Teacher Federation ' 
Gisela Amarica, Chairman, Con
stitution Committee, QFHSA 

Marion Daigle opened the 
workshop stressing the impor
tance of knowing the organization 
as a whole, not only at the local 
level. Participants were en• 
couraged to ... 
1. Study the membership kit sent 
to all membership chairmen. 
2. Update the booklet sent to all 
presidents yearly - (extra copies 
at office). 
3. Know what local struc·ture is. 
Know what Quebec structure is.· 
Know what Canadian structure 
is. 

The contents of the booklet 
"What's It All About" were ex
plained with special emphasis on 
sections concerning job descrip
tions, the running of meetings us
ing parliamentary procedure, and 
the agenda. The importance of cir
culating minutes and the agenda 
prioT to monthly meetings, was 
covered. Agendas can be shifted 
when necessary but it was recom
mended that priority items be 
discussed first . Motions should be 
clearly moved . and seconded. The 
treasurer's report should include 
the budget. As much as possible 
material should be circulated 
beforehand. 

Communicating 

It was recommended that each 
local president delegate one per
son on the executive to handle 
QASPB correspondence . 
(Brochures on parliamentary pro
cedure were available at $2.00 
each). 

Role of the Treasurer 
Flo Johnson reviewed the-role 

of the treasurer and handed out 
guidelines. 

Items stressed were the impor
tance of the cheque book, cancell
ed cheques, bank statements, and 
"Keeping Yourself in Balance." 

The use of stubs in current ac
count cheque book was 

Basic. to relationships 
Inter-personal communication, 

emphasized workshop moderator 
Alex Morris, is the single most im
portant factor in relationships 
between people. It is the gauge by 
which people measure each other. 

The elements of communication 
can be classified into six basic 
categories: 

• A person's body, or physical ap
pearance, is the first and most ob
vious fact which influences a per
son's perception of another. How 
often, for example, is a small 
child ignored in a conversation 
between two adults? 
• Less apparent, but also rele
vant, are the inner values and 
past experiences, or expectations, 
of the listener which affect the in
terpretation of the message. 
• In some situations, the ·sensory 
perceptions of seeing, smelling 
and touching can intrude upon a 
verbal statement. 
• Finally, the intelligence of the 
speaker and his ability to speak 
and to express himself are signifi
cant factors in the successful pro
cess of communication. 

With volunteer members of the 
workshop participating in a role
playing situation, some major 
patterns of communicating were 
vividly portrayed. Speakers often 
assume roles, sometimes un
consciously, which can change ac
cording to the situation. A 
placating individual wants to 
keep the peace, and not "rock the 
boat". The blaming person is 
always right, the other person is 
wrong. Someone who is calm, cor
rect and reasonable would be a 
computing-type. A distracting 

person is vague, doesn't know 
what is going on, is out-of-focus. 
In most instances, the preferred 
manner would be that of "levell
ing", which tries to open two-way 
communication and wants to 
understand the value judgements 
of the other person. 

Recognizing these elements and 
patterns of communication can 
help in understanding peoples' 
behaviour which occurs during 
committee meetings. When there 
is conversation, there are senders 
and receivers; in the process of 
speaking, distortions in the 
message can occur. During a 
meeting, there may be hidden fac
tors which can influence com
munication and decision-making. 
For example, a person may have a 
"hidden agenda"; i.e. another 
commitment scheduled at the 
same time which would cause him 
to rush the discussion and hurry 
the voting. A person may have 
allegiance to another group, "hid
den committees", which would 
result in a conflict of interest. 
Anxiety fealings of inferiority, 
"I'm just a housewife", could 
make a person fearful to express a 
point of view. 

Awareness of these various 
elements of the communication 
process make us more alert 
speakers and listeners. The im
aginative and concise presenta
tion by Alex Morris made this 
workshop a very worthwhile ex
perience. A book by Virginia 
Satir, People-making, was recom
mended for further reading on the 
subject. 
·Carol Ohlin, 
Northview Elementary School 
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emphasized. 
Budget guidelines were covered 

and the annual financial state
ment . All costs should be listed in 
detail. 

Resolutions 
Joan Mansfield discussed 

resolutions, and referred to the 
green section of "What's it al! 
About" for a sample of a 
resolution. 

She stressed the importance of 
continuing to use the process of 
preparing resolutions or we shall 
lose a very important right as an 
independent _group! 

The preparation of a resolution 

is not difficult. Take the time to 
investigate the topic. Why is it im
portant1 What has happened? Use 
terminology such as "requests," 
"insists," "demands". 

Have resolution stand by 
itself ... (i.e. Be it resolved that 
.. . (name of H & S). Make certain 
that you have the right informa
tion; that it goes to the right per
son, and that it is reasonable. 

Constitution and By-Laws 
The Constitution was read out 

by Marion Daigle. 
Gisela Amarica reviewed the 

importance of the Constitution 

· The New Curriculum 
This lively but all too brief 

workshop was ably chaired by 
Owen Buckingham, principal of 
Greendale School and past
president of Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations, 
and Rod Elkin, Executive Assis
tant, Provincial Association of 
Protestant Teachers. Wide rang
ing concerns were discussed from 
administrative, pedagogical and 
parental viewpoints. 

Participants were reminded 
that with the implementation of 
the Regime Pedagogique, which is 
expected to be complete from pre
school through secondary cycle V 
in the 1988-89 school year, the 
M.E.Q. will hold virtually total 
control over every aspect of 
school life. 

boards. As a result, the student 
may not adjust, substitute or 
withdraw from the Regime 
Pedagogique course guidelines or 
he/she may not have the credits 
necessary to obtain a diploma. 

The Regime Pedagogique fur
ther covers the pupil evaluation 
and reporting system, which is 
now five times per annum and the 
retention of these records for a 
seventy-five year period. It in
cludes the school calendar and the 
length of the school day, which 
must not extend beyond twenty 
three hours per week at the 
elementary and twenty-five hours 
per week at the secondary level. It 
also comprises the pupil person
nel, auxiliary and special educa
tional services as well as the voca
tion! training courses. 

A Regime Pedagogique is cur
rently being developed for the 
CEGEP's. It is due to be im-
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and by-laws. She stressed the im
portance of every H & S having a 
copy. 

Local's constitution and by
laws can contain their own rules 
and should be updated and any 
changes made at the annual 
meeting. 

Question and Answer Period 
Who Pays for work done at 

School? 
Up to each school. 
Has QFHSA used any other rule 

books other than Roberts' Rules 
of Order? 
Roberts' are as good as any and 
better than most. First meeting 
review rules that committee 
wants to abide by. 

Items bought by Home & School 
Associations - who pays for 
maintenance costs? Who owns 
assets? - H&S or School Board? 
AU H&S assets should be labelled 
accordingly - foundation now be
ing established by QFHSA to han
dle all school assets owned by 
H&S should bill 40 materialize . 
Questions to consider - Do we 
want to declare ownership on 
some of these items or are they 
too obsolete. Schools could be 
stTipped if items are not 
protected. 

- Would equipment be valued 
at purchase price or at present 
cost for insurance purposes? 
Question unanswered - M. 
Daigle to inquire further . 

Recommendation was made 
that items be leased and at the 
end of x years the school board 
would purchase same. 

Home and School can retain ti
tle to property but can allow user 
rights to specific school. - Assets 
could be movable from school to 
school. Bev. Forsyth 

Lindsay .Place High School 

plemented in the 1989 school year. 
The CEGEPS are now seen as 
beco.rning merely-an extension of 
the high school system. A very 
serious question arises as to 
whether a pupil having attained a 
Secondary Studies Diploma will 
be qualified to continue his/her 
education outside of the Quebec 
C.E.G.E.P. system. 

The course standards under the 
Regime Pedagogique compare 
favourably with what had been 
the compulsory province-wide 
educational standards. It is, 
however, important to note that 
in the Protestant system the 
Regime has brought about a 
significant lowering of standards, 
particularly in the science 
courses. 

The greatest danger to _ the 
quality of our Protestant educa
tional system is the awesome 
power of the M.E.Q. in the 
absence of a strong school board 
system. 
Kathy McQuisten 
Seigniory Home & School 

Under the terms of the Regime 
Pedagogique, the M.E.Q. will 
decide on all programs and 
courses, whether compulsory or 
optional; the aims and goals of 
these courses and the time to be 
allotted for their study. The 
ministry will further stipulate 
the year in which the course must 
be taken; the textbooks and 
teacher guides from which it will 
be taught; and the number of 
credits to be awarded upon the 
successful completion of the 
M.E.Q. examination. 

Home and School - Committee 

Since the awarding of all 
diplomas is now based on a course 
credit system, a serious lack of 
flexibility has occurred. The stu
dent must acquire and may not 
exceed, the specified number of 
credits in each year of the cycle. 
Nor may course options be moved 
from their stipulated year. The 
M.E.Q. has not as yet granted ap
proval or awarded credits to any 
alternate course options 
developed; by the local school 

Carol Ohlin, President, Nor
thview Home and School 
Margaret Riley, Chairman, Nor
thview School Committee 

Carol and Margaret outlined the 
history and structure of the two 
committees pointing out that 
whereas Home and School is an 
independent and not a legislated 
body, both organizations work 
together for the benefit of our 
students. 

At Northview School parents 
from both organizations work 
together on joint commmittees, 
and define areas where they work 
separately or together. Margaret 
outlined some of their project 
activities. 

A few members presented their 
particular problems and they 
were discussed at length. 

Although the two committes 
were represented, the main in
terest appeared to be in Home and 
School but it was agreed that both 
can work together to be more 
effective. 

Many views were expressed on 
how to make a successful Home 
and School Assn., e.g. a suppor
tive Principal is very import;mt; 
must have tqe image of being a 
resource - not a threat to the 
Principal and staff; should reach 
the paTents and encourage them 
to get involved in every aspect. 
Ellen Vinet . 
Macdonald Home & School . 

--



Publicity and Newsletters 

Don't be shy 
Sandra Keightley, executive , 

vice-president, QFHSA 
Rose Kandalgaonkar, vice
president, QFHSA 

Sandra showed some examples 
of school newsletters, pointing 
out the features that brighten a 
publication and lift it out of the 
ordinary. Simple line drawings, a 
distinctive logo or masthead (the 
lettering or symbol at the top of 
the front page}, a catchy title and 
good layout are all good ideas. 

A man from Northview school 
described their search for a good 
name for their paper - they settl
ed on the "Hibou" - and their 
choice of a lovely pen-and-ink 
sketch of a child reading under a 
tree, to decorate their school's 
letter-paper. 

Many newsletters have 
developed original ideas. One 
Christmas the back page of one 
paper was covered with the 
signatures of all the executive 
members. A splendid Christmas 
issue of the Thorndale paper ran , 
to 12 pages and included creative 
writing from the students and 
simple but effective line drawings 
which could be colored in by the 
students. 

Sandra gave " list of practical 
guidlines for newsletter editors: 
Don't forget to date each issue. 
Emphasize times and dates of up
coming events. Use boldface or 
capitals for strong emphasis. Use 
titles or headlines and keep plen
ty of white space or you'll lose 
potential readers at first glance. 
Keep to a regular monthly 
schedule for full cooperation from 
the school administration . 
Establish a regular report from 
the principal, and another for a 
digest of board and Federation 
news. Finish with a "teaser" - a 
forecast of what's to come in the 
next issue. 

There was some disc;ussion of 
reproduction methods, including 
the use of photographs. Some 
newsletters must be run off on a 
Gestetner, for economic reasons, 
but the delegate from Northview 
said they used to have one "pic
ture page" of photographs which 
was photocopied at the Lakeshore 
Board offices for 4¢ a page. Now 
every Lakeshore Board school has 
a new Toshiba photocopying 
machine on which the entire 
school newsletter can be run off at 
a cost of only 1.2¢ a page. 

The editor of the Focus on the 
Locals page in the Federation 
newspaper said her first 
preference for submissions of 
material is the colored sheet 
which is sent to publicity 
chairmen stamped with a 
deadline date, usually the 15th of 
the month before publication. Her 
second choice would be a copy of 
the school newsletter, with an 
item or two circled for her atten
tion. In either case, be sure to in
clude your name and phone 
number, as she enjoys phoning 
you for more details! 

Sandra reminded delegates of a 
fwid-raising opportunity: Locals 
receive a 20% commission on any 
advertising they get for the 
Federation newspaper. Com
posite ads are possible: a $150 
half-page ad for half-a-dozen 
businesses in your neighbourhood 
could earn your local a $30 
commission. 

Rose Kandalgaonkar outlined a 
budget for a publicity chairman 
which included some items you 
may not have thought of. She 
stressed the importance of draw
ing it up in,the spring, revising it 

in the fall, and keeping a scrap
book of all your material to · go 
over with your successor. 

Here is Rose's list of budget 
items: 
1. Postage: if you have to mail 
your newsletter (efficient 
delivery by students goes into 
decline after about Grade 4, accor
ding to Rose}, calculate: 
number of issues x students x 
postage; . 
mailings to Focus on the Locals; 
mailings to local newspaper. 
2. Advertisements: local 
newspaper - cost of ads, travel to 
news office, 25¢ a mile. 
3. Posters, banners, etc.: figure 
on cost of art materials, printing, 
paper stock, photocopying, travel 
at 25¢ a mile. 
4. Handouts, buttons from Home 
and School Federation: 
sometimes there's a small charge 
for these. 
5. Publicity and Home and 
School News: buy a camera and 
keep it available in the school and 
equipped with 8- or 12-exposures 
film (not 36, because the pictures 
will be out of date by the time you 
get them developed}; or buy a 
Polaroid. 
cost of film and flashcubes; 
labels for the back of prints; 
contingency fund for emergen
cies, such as telegrams to the 
minister of education, etc. 

Rose urged publicity chairmen 
to get to know their local 
newspaper editor or reporters and 
visit them personally. Take ad
vantage of their "freebies" - col
umns which publish notices of 
coming events - and use paid 
advertising only in the last resort. 
Weeklies usually have Friday 
deadlines for the next Wednes
day's issue. They like material 
delivered by hand, and they love 
pictures, but don't expect to get 
them back in pristine condition. 
Label them on the back. 

Writing for newspapers 
demands brevity and clarity. 
Remember the 4 Ws of newspaper 
writing: who, what, where, when, 
why. Double-space your copy (it 
should be typed} and allow wide 
margins. Rose suggests not only 
an item about your coming bazaar 
or tea, but a follow-up item 
thanking contributors. 

Items for broadcast publicity 
should be sent directly to the host 
and the producer if possible. CBC 
community announcements re
quires two weeks advance notice 
by mail. 

West Island and East-Island 
schools should bear in mind that 
the Gazette has branch offices and 
weekly supplements hungry for 
news and photo opportunities. 
Get their phone numbers and call 
them for a special event. 
Barbara Black Peden 
Courtland Park School 

On October 15th, at Lindsay 
Place High School, the 
QFHSA held a Leadership 
Conference. Safety was one of 
the workshops and I had the 
privilege of leading that 
workshop with Fred Argue, 
principal to Northview School. 
Fred and his staff are quite 
aware of the importance of 
safety and together have 
developed a safety curriculum 
th,at should be the envy of 
most school.~ (see NEWS, June 
1983). Safety - curriculum, 
resources will be part of the 
next SAFET,Y SCENE. 

Fundraising 

Kids key to parent involvement 
The first presentation was 

given by a representative of 
Valois Park, describing a very 
successful apple sale. Full details 
on running this Campaign are 
available through the QFHSA of
fice . Stress was placed on involv
ing the whole community through 
advance advertising. This sale can 
be adapted to a maple syrup sale 
in spring or, similarly, for a plant 
sale. 

Other suggestions included a 
Readathon campaign during 'I 
Love to Read Week' in February. 
This involves minimal work. 
Closely related is the Spellathon 
idea wherein each child is spon
sored for so many cents per cor
rect work. French immersion 
students are given 50% English 
words, 50% French words. 

High School presentations in
cluded a Bursary Fund raising 
campaign in seeking contribu
tions of $2.00 per family. Impor
tant to point out that bursaries 
are not just for academic achieve
ment. · Another popular high 
school fund raiser is offering a 
babysitter's course - run by 
volunteers in the community us
ing the Red Cross course of study. 
List of successful students is kept 
in schools for referral. Informa
tion available from Red Cross in 
French and English. Quebec Safe
ty League also sponsors courses. 
A bakeless bake sale was sug
gested where money is con
tributed to cover cost of cakes, 
etc. 

Participants in the workshop 
shared their ideas - keep the pro
fit margin low so more goods are 
sold, get the children interested 

Safety 

and parents will become 
involved. 

Trash and Treasure sale - rent 
out tables to people in the com
munity. Useful for Craft sales, 
garage sales, ski and skate sales. 

Sometimes have community 
projects which do not necessarily 
raise funds - but may bring more 
people into the school for future 
events. 

There should be specific objec
tives for use of funds laid down 
each year. Participation with 

Membership Workshop 

teachers opens up lines of com
munication between teachers and 
Home and School. 

Co-ordinate a movie project 
with another neighbourhood 
school - one group of students 
e.g. K-3 meets in one school and 
grades 4-6 students share activity 
in another school. 

All in all this was a very wor
thwhile and 'profitable' 
workshop. 
Carol Johannsen 
Allancroft Elementary School 

Aim at that 80% 
We can look at a circle and im

agine the nucleus as being the 10% 
committed members of Home and 
School, said Sylvia Adams, 
QFHSA Membership Chairman, 
as she spoke to the delegates at
t ending the Membership 
Workshop at the 1983 Conference. 
She went on to describe the outer 
layer as the 10% disinterested 
parents BUT the remaining 80% 
as the group which could be in
fluenced and suggested that all 
membership chairmen direct 
their campaigns towards that 
group of parents. Mrs. Adams 
went on to say that we must stress 
QFHSA's independence, 
autonomy and forty years of con
tinuous experience in the field of 
education. 

Donalda Walker, membership 
chairman for Valois Park, 
presented an outline of her cam
p a i g n along with several 
delightful posters which were 

designed by Paul Verrall, a Valois 
Park father. Donalda, realizing 
the importance of involving many 
people with membership, discuss
ed her plans with her principal, 
school committee chairman, 
teacher representative, volunteer 
coordinator, volunteer parents 
and most importantly, her 
ASSISTANT. 

Fay Richardson, QFHSA's 
M'ship Development Chairman, 
gave a brief history of the federal 
grants received from the Sec. of 
State for off-island animation and 
how the funds have been spent. 
She reminded delegates that most 
of the material is available to on
island locals as well as the mini
workshops, which have been 
presented to associations in the 
Aylmer-Hull, Quebec City, Len
noxville and Gaspe areas. 
Fay Richardson, 
Board of Directors, QFHSA 

Teach safety - follow a plan 
The Safety workshop given by 

Fred Argue, Principal of Nor
thview Elementary School and 
Don Smith, MUC police officer 
and Safety Scene Editor, QFHSA, 
aimeq to show where to get infor
mation and materials on safety 
and how to incorporate it into a 
school safety program. 

According to Fred Argue, the 
definition of safety is freedom 
from harm or danger. It is not on
ly important to keep children out 
of danger, but also to teach them 
how to react should they en
counter danger. 

Safety does not just happen. 
Everyone agrees that it is impor
tant and should be a part of the 
curriculum, but obviously, the 
same lessons cannot be taught 
year after year to the same pupils. 
Therefore, Mr. Argue proposes 
that a program follows a par
ticular plan. A broad theme 
should be chosen for each month 
and under that main theme a topic 
relevant to each grade level 
would be discussed. For.example, 
the theme for December-January 

could be "Winter". Under this 
theme, Kindergarten might 
discuss adjusting to cold and 
snow., frostbite and building 
forts. Grade one could discuss 
winter school evacuation; grade 
two, snowballs and car bumpers; 
grade three, sliding and toboggan
ing; grade four, skating and rinks, 
ice, ditches; grade five, safety in 
skiing, skidoos; grade six, 
hypothermia, winter survival, 
search and rescue. 

Other themes could be First 
Aid, transportation, home, sum
mer, school, farm safety, etc. 
These themes could be chosen ac
cording to the needs of individual 
schools and spread out through 
the year. They then could be 
discussed with a different slant, 
depending on the grade level be
ing taught. On a grid, the months 
would go across the top with a 
theme under each month, and the 
grade would go down the left side 
with an individual topic beside 
each grade and under each theme, 
thereby building a plan of what 
will be taught to whom and when, 

through the year. 
All the information gathered on 

safety related topics could be 
stored in a vertical file by grade 
level and by month and be made 
available to the teachers. 

Don Smith pointed out that 
there is a wealth of information 
available on safety related topics, 
much of which is free for the ask
ing. Movies, film strips, video 
cassettes, pamphlets and 
magazines, etc. are available 
through school boards, the Red 
Cross, Block Parents, the Quebec 
Safety League and the Canada 
Safety Council. 

The MUC police, youth section, 
are available to the schools for 
talks on topics from bicycle safety 
to drunken driving. 

The resources are endless and 
keeping the plan and the wealth 
of information in mind, a safety 
program ~n be tailored to all 
schools (Kit materials from this 
workshop are available through 
the QFHSA office (514} 481-5619.) 
Delal Montesano 
Northview Home.& School. 
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NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 

Towards a generation of non-smokers 
Towards a Generation of Non

smokers is a new anti-smoking 
campaign, produced by National 
Health and Welfare, aimed at to
day's youth in hopes of producing 
a generation of adults who will 
have broken the smoking habit. 
Prompted by the rising statistics 
regarding smoking among young 
people, especially young girls at 
increasingly early ages, coupled 
with the fact that smoking is the 
single most preventalbe cause of 
disease and death, it is hoped that 
this new approach to anti
smoking education will have a 
renewed deterrent effect. 

New Focus 
The new focus does not include 

scare tactics about poor health. 
IMMEDIATE EFFECTS are em
phasized, including increased 
heartrate, stained teeth and bad 
breath, the latter in relation to 
the young person 's developing 
awareness of the opposite sex. It 
relies on positive peer pressure, 
using self-selected peer group 
leaders who emphasize that 
smokers are a minority, not a ma
jority, as many young people 
mistakenly think. The program 
also emphasizes the positive 
benefits of non-smoking such as 

greater energy levels and sen
sitizes young people to the social 
pressures such as the influence of 
·family, friends and the tobacco in
dustry advertisements on one's 
decision to start smoking. Final
ly, the program offers life skills 
training to aid in developing a 
positive self-image. It was em
phasized that the school environ
ment must be supportive of a non
smoking environment . 

Our provincial delegates to the 
Ottawa Conference in June of this 
year, viewed the television audio
visuals which will be aired 
periodically for the next few 
years. They have been designed 
with a very low-key style, such as 
an adult and child walking on a 
beach or city street, accompanied 
by slogans which emphasize the 
adults' responsibility to set a 
positive example for younger peo
ple by not smoking. Alternatively 
the film segments may emphasize 
healthy outdoor activities such as 
skiing and hiking. 

It is hoped that their quiet tem
po will be eye-catching to T.V. 
viewers insensitized to the hard 
sell approach. HERE YOU MAY 
HELP US AT QUEBEC 
FEDERATION. If you notice 
these audio-visuals on T.V. or 

Educadonaloutllne 
Over the next five years Health 

and Welfare Canada will run a 
smoking prevention program 
designed to encourage young 
Canadians to become a generation 
of non-smokers. This will be a ma
jor effort featuring a highly visi
ble media campaign, but its suc
cess will largely depend on the in
volvement of parents and 
teachers, smokers and non
smokers alike, in repeating and 
reinforcing the "generation" 
message as children progress from 
early childhood to adolescence. 

Ideally, a positive approach to 
demonstrating the advantages of 
clean air and the normalcy of not 
smoking should start in the 
homes well before a child goes to 
school, but all children, 
regardless of their pre-school ex
perience, deserve the support 
they need through elementary 
school to resist the pressure to 
start smoking. Treating the topic 
as a question of environmental 
protection as well as one of per
sonal health care makes discus
sion more meaningful to students 
at every level. 

An elementary school program 
might include some of the follow
ing questions and ideas. 

Kindergarten 
Fresh Air for Life - discuss 

needs vs. wants 
What are some of the things peo

ple like to have? 
What are some of the things peo

ple NEED to have? 
We need air, water, food and 

shelter to live. 
How do we know that we need 

air? Ask the children to hold their 
noses and close their mouths for a 
few moments. 

Do we ever think about 
breathing? Not usually, but what 
about when we're learning to 
swim? When we're sick with a bad 
cold? When we run very fast for 
quite a long time? When we're in a 
smokey room or car? 

Sometimes the air we breathe 
bothers us. How? What's in it? 
What can we do about it? 

What do we do when we have a 
cough or cold so that other people 
won't catch it? 

Name some of the other things 
that need air to live . , .· animals, 
birds, fish, plants. Because every 

living thing needs air we all have 
to share and protect it. 

Include a minute or two of deep 
breathing and stretching exer
cises in the daily classroom 
routine. 

Decorate the classroom with 
"fresh air" pictures of children 
and animals in natural outdoor 
settings. 

Grade I 
Show the film "Octopuff", 

avail~ble from the Quebec Lung 
Association. (Association 
Pulmonaire du Quebec, (514) 
845-3129). 

Explain that most people don't 
smoke. Many people who do wish 
they had never started because 
it's hard to stop. Why? It's a habit. 
Discuss the word habit. What are 
some good habits, some bad 
habits? 

Poster - "If You Don't Bite 
You Can't Get Hooke.d!" 
available from Health and 
Welfare Canada or QFHSA office. 

Grade II 
Order the "Celly" kit from the 

Canadian Cancer Society or bor
row it from the QFHSA office .. a 
teacher's kit, wall chart and song 
tape on rules for good health. 
Point out that not just people but 
everything that lives and grows is 
ma9-e of tiny cells; animals, birds, 
fish, trees and flowers. All need 
clean air and water and proper 
food to make healthy cells. We 
share the air we breathe with 
other people and other living 
things and we have to take care of 
it. 

Grade Ill 
Show the film "King Size" 

available from the NFB or the 
Quebec Lung Association. 

Distribute and discuss the 
booklet "No Smoking, Lungs At 
Work" available from the Quebec 
Lung Association. 

Grade IV 
Show the film "Best Friends" 

available from the NFB or the 
Quebec Lung Association. 

Discuss different sources of air 
pollution. Smoking is one we can 
do something about by choosing 
not to smoke. Most people don't 
smoke and don't want to have to 

your children see them (also check 
for corresponding posters in shop
ping malls) please call the Quebec 
Federation and give us your com
ments regarding effectiveness, 
frequency of airing, etc. 

The program also has a pre
school component which will rely 
largely on ANTI-SMOKING 
segments to be produced for 
shows such as Romper Roo!ll, 
which already have an establish
ed audience. However, it was em
phasized that television is only ef
fective if used in conjunction with 
human resources, i.e. participa
tion by parents and teachers. 
Print resource materials are 
available free from National 
Health and Welfare to comple
ment the program in class. 

The goal of the program, then, is 
to influence children with 
pesitive imagery about NON
SMOKING, at an early age, so 
that when presented with the ac
tual situation later in life, it will 
be "OK" to choose the healthier 
behavior, i.e. refuse a cigarette 
when it is offered. Habits, ap
parently, can be acquired mental
ly, long before they are actually 
practised. The Milk Board adver
tisements have been very suc
cessful for instance, in "improv-

breathe the smoke from other 
peoples' cigarettes. Cigarette 
smoke contains many harmful 
substances including tars, brown 
sticky material that damages 
your lungs, .nicotine that makes 
your heart beat faster than it nor
mally would, and carbon monox
ide, a dangerous gas that takes 
the place of oxygen in your blood. 
Non-smokers don't want to have 
to breathe all these things. There 
are now no smoking areas in 
planes and trains and some 
restaurants but many people 
want more clean air indoor 
spaces. Where? In banks, 
hospitals and other public 
buildings, and on all buses. 

Poster - "Smoking is Pollu
tion" from Health and Welfare 

Grade V 
Ask the class to look through 

magazines for cigarette ads, par
ticularly those with pictures of 
people. How do the people look? 
Young? Healthy? Happy? Suc
cessful? Is there a written 
message? What does it say? And 
what does the small "warning" 
say? What do the tobacco com
panies want people to see and 
think? What should we think? 
Should we believe that there are 
safe cigarettes (eg. low tar) or 
should we pay attention to the 
warning? Does the class think 
that the warning should be 
stronger? Or that cigarette adver
tising should be stopped 
altogether? 
' Have the class write a letter to 
the Minister of Health and 
Welfare in Ottawa with opinions 
about ads that make smoking 
look like a part of the good life. If 
any of the students have seen T.V. 
commercials against smoking, tell 
the Minister what they think of 
those. Should they be shown more 
often? At a different time of the 
day? 

Divide the class into groups and 
ask them to produce their own 30 
second t .v . anti-smoking 
messages. Perform them for the 
Grade III or Grade IV classes. 

Booklet - "As We Live and 
Breathe" available from the 
Quebec Lung Association 

Grade .VI 
Show the . film. "The Drag" 

ing" the image of milk over cola. 

WHY IMPLEMENT THIS 
PROGRAM? 

Since smoking is the single 
most preventable cause of 
disability and death, these pro
grams, if implemented successful
ly have the potential to have great 
effect on the health statistics of 
the future . 

By 12 years of age 50% of young 
people have tried smoking. 

The prevalence of smoking 

available from the NFB or the 
Quebec Lung Association. 

What's "cool" about smoking? 
Discuss changing attitudes. Most 
people don't smoke and more and 
more people don't like it. Fewer 
boys are starting to smoke than in 
the past, but more girls are star
ting to smoke at earlier ages than 
before. Why? Doesn't it make 
them look a little less smart than 
boys? And women have a harder 
time quitting the habit than men 
do . . . all the more reason not to 
start. Also, in the case of women, 
smoking can be harmful to un
born babies, and it causes early 
and increased wrinkling of the 
skin. 

What's the financial cost of 
smoking? Have the class calculate 
the cost of smoking a pack of 
cigarettes a day for a month, a 
year, 20 years ... even at today's 
prices. Don't forget the interest 
the money saved would earn in 
the bank. What are some of the 
things that could be done with the 
savings that the smoker sets on 
fire every day? 

Smoking and Fires - 40% of 
fires in Quebec are caused by 
smoking or smoking related 
materials. Consider the tragedy 
that represents, the injuries, loss 
of life and property damage. 
Many forest fires are caused by 
careless smoking too. Think of the 
loss of wildlife and trees. A fire 
department official could be in
vited to talk about the relation
ship of smoking to fires . 

The Smoking and Health 
message can be integrated into 
the existing school program in 
many ways at the teacher's conve
nience, but no school should miss 
the opportunity to highlight the 
subject during National No Smok
ing Week in January. That could 
be a difficult time to get the films 
referred to in this outline, but it 's 
an ideal time to sensitize your 
whole school to the issue. Discus
sion should be lively and posters 
should be everywhere. 

Volunteers are available to visit 
schools and discuss non-smoking, 
environmental and health issues. 
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among young people is 27-30% but 
may be higher since under repor
ting is common. 

The age of onset of smoking is 
Grade 7 with experimentation 
even earlier. Quebec Federation 
would like to sponsor a poster 
contest, highlighting the new 
focus of this anti-smoking cam
paign, as our contribution toward 
a "breakaway generation" of 
non-smokers. Interested in
dividuals are asked to call the of
fice if able to assist . 

The Mount Sinai hospital would 
be interested in training 
volunteer(s) from your school. 
This requires 4-5 sessions. Mrs. 
Caplan is the contact . 

RESOURCES 

1) Association Pulmonaire du 
Quebec 
3440 avenue de !'Hotel de ville 
Montreal H2X 3B4 
Contact Marie Fournier for 
films . Add Charlie Brown for 
Grade 3. 
Tel. (514) 845-3129 

2) Quebec Heart Foundation 
Attn. Lilianne Bertrand 

. 440 Dorchester Street West, 
#1401 
Montreal H2Z 1V7 
Tel. (514) 871-1551 

3) Canadian Cancer Society, 
Quebec Division 
Attn: Mr. Lapointe 
1118 St. Catherine Street 
West, 7th floor 
Montreal H3B 1H5 
Tel. (514) 866-1122 

4) Canadian Council on Smoking 
and Health 
725 Churchill Avenue North 
Ottawa, Ontario KlZ 5G7 

5) Group Against Smokers 
Pollution 
P.O. Box 911 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Sl 

6) Mount Sinai Hospital Center 
Attn: Mrs. Ellison-Kaplan 
5858 Cote des Neiges, Suite 
318 
Montreal, Quebec H3F lZl 
Tel. (514) 342-1440 

7) Health & Welfare Canada 
Attn: Barbara Ouellette 
Hea1th Promotion Directorate 
Rm. 411, Jeanne Mance Bldg. 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario KlA 184 
Tel. : .(6i3) 996-1403, 
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BOOK REVIEW By Barbara Black Peden 

A Values Education Survival Kit 
Kathleen Gow's background is 

in medical social work among 
children, academic sociology and 
consumer advocacy. She brings to 
the authority of this background 
a strong moral tone which many 
parents will find attractive. 

When her book was published 
three years ago, many parents 
who had felt uneasy about the 
new "values education" pro
grams in public schools felt vindi
cated. Here was an articulate spo
kesman for solid, rock-bottom 
morality who could take on the 
slippery, cool, uncommitted mem
bers of the Sixties generation who 
had grown up to become school
teachers and values education 
textbook writers. 

Dr. Gow exposes the twistings 
and turnings implicit in a values 
education program for our secu-

lar, pluralist schools of today., 
Educators are faced with the task 
of trying to teach morality 
without irritating atheists and 
agnostics, without offending 
members of cultural minorities 
and without losing children 
already exposed to the seductions 
of television and movies. The 
result, Dr. Gow claims, is a 
"values cafeteria" where children 
are faced with an array of values 
and choices, and are invited to 
pick and choose among them. 

She concentrates on picking 
apart the three textbooks for tea
chers most commonly used in 
Canada and the United States. 
Certainly, some of the class exer
cises suggested in these books are 
troubling: ordering children to 
write their own obituaries, for 
example, or making each child 

Rejects book as 11narrow" 
Margaret Capes, moral 'and 

religious education consultant for 
the Protestant School Board of 
Greater Montreal, firmly rejects 
• Dr. Kathleen Gow's criticism of 
current trends in values 
education. 

Not only has she read Dr. Gow's 
book, Yes, Virginia, There is a 
Right and Wrong!" but she was 
part of a group of parents and 
educators who met the author, 
and she was definitely not 
impressed. 

She finds Gow's criticisms 
"narrow," and says the Toronto 
mental health specialist offers 
"no viable alternatives" to 
prevailing methods and course 
content. 

"The book has had absolutely 
no effect on teachers," says Mrs. 
Capes. PSBGM teachers are en
couraged to consult some of the 

texts denounced by Dr. Gow as 
promoting a relativist, weak
kneed approach to right and 
wrong. 

"There are some exercises in the 
books which we do not endorse," 
Mrs. Capes admits, but she goes 
on to say that course outlines 
specially devised by the board 
make procedures very clear to 
every teacher. 

Davi-d Nadler, moral and 
religious education consultant for 
the Lakeshore School Baord, 
knew of the Gow book but had 
not read it. 

Like Mrs. Capes, he stressed the 
care and sensitivity with which 
teachers are prepared for their 
role as purveyors of value. In 
many years of involvement with 
values education, he says, he has 
not heard any "horror stories" 
such as Dr. Gow recounts. 

justify why he or she should not 
be thrown out of an overcrowded 
lifeboat. 

The let-it-all-out emotional free
for-all of group therapy, which 
reached the zenith of its popula
rity in California in the early 
1970s, has been largely discredi
ted for treating volunteer adults. 
It was often exploitive, voyeuris
tic and traumatic, especially 
when sessions were led by poorly 
prepared instructors. How much 
more dangerous these "exercises" 
could be in a classroom of captive 
adolescents. 

Dr. Gow also takes issue with 
the moral relativism implied in 
these books for teachers. They 
play up difficult choices, so that 
the emphasis is not on "It is 
wrong to steal," but on "Is stea
ling okay if a mother is stealing 
for her starving child?" The child 
could be left with the confused 
impression that taking 50 cents 
from daddy's dresser is not as bad 
as taking $5. 

From these values education 
texts, Dr. Gow-quotes passages to 
show that the approved teacher's 
role is that of an arbitrator, a 
catalyst for group discussion, and 
that he should avoid at all costs 
favoring one · student's contribu
tion over another. All observa
tions, no matter how nonsensical 
or wrong-headed, are to be trea
ted with the same fair-minded 
encouragement and dispassionate 
analysis. Thus a high school stu
dent who says, "Yeah, well, the 
big stores expect you to steal stuff 
and they budget for it," is not 
directly challenged, although he 
may be gently urged to reexamine 
his statement. 

Now, all this is hair-raising 
stuff to any parent who sends her 
children to school in the hope that 
basic values taught at home are 
being reinforced in the clasroom. 

Volunteers provided added depth continued from page 13 

trouble and embarrassment. If it 
was an accepted fact that parents 
were a normal part of the school, 
then this feeling would not exist. 

I don't believe that parents 
want to take over our schools, be 
disruptive or stop either the pro
gress or the excellent efforts of 
teachers, administrators or school 
board members. There will 
always be exceptions and these 
get the headlines but let us not 
judge all parents by the misguid
ed few. 

Comparisons 
(a) School Councils 

School councils are formal 
structures which are not, in the 
long run, designed to promote or 
encourage a significant increase 
in parent participation. They are 
designed to provide participation 
by representation. 

If, of course, you have no par
ticipation at present, then this ap
proach will attract your interest. 
After all, it's "new" so it must be 

Experienced and 
qualified teacher 
available to help 

students with: 
READING 

LANGUAGE 
FRENCH 

(Elementary & High School levels) 

As well as: Listening, 
Working and Study Skills. 

REFERENCES 

684-0324 

"good"!!! 
If we are to follow the Quebec 

model, then we must realize that 
school councils will be an extra 
financial burden on the depart
ments of education, school boards 
and local school budgets. School 
councils cost the Quebec Ministry 
of Education in excess of one 
million dollars (20 animators x 
$30,000 per annum each plus sup
port services). As well there is a 
cost to school boards to cover the 
expenses of regional councils and 
a grant of, I believe, $300 or 25¢ 
per student to finance the local 
school-based council . And to 
whom are all these council 
members answerable? In return, 
will these councils generate the 
type of participation we need in 
education, or will they degenerate 
into a form of watch-dog advisory 
agency on educational decision
making? 

School councils may seem great 
tools for parental involvement if 
your aim is to use a few parents as 
local (administrative)- advisers. 
But I do not believe that they will 
ever bring about the type of grass
roots participation we need in 
education. By far the majority of 
parents will still feel isolated 
from their child's school. The 
mandating of school councils in 
areas where active parent groups 
exist will only insult and anger 
those now involved. 

A major concern is that school 
councils are a creation and tool of 
governments that can be 
legislated out of existence even 
more quickly than they have been 
introduced to the education 
system. They lack the in
dependence, freedom or ability to 
act as a common voice for all 
parents at the local, provincial or 

national level. 
My purpose here is not to 

ridicule but rather try to help you 
to understand that in my ex
perience this is merely adding yet 
another level of bureaucracy 
under the disguise of parent par
ticipation or public involvement 
in education. 

With every respect to my col
leagues on the panel and those of 
you in the audience committed to 
the school council concept, I can 
only say that, from my 
knowledge and experience, 
parents don't want this type of 
participation. Let's face it, the 
concept basically calls for one 
meeting of parents per year to 
elect a school council. After the 
election we say "thank you very 
much. See you next year". Is this 
involvement? Is this parent 
participation? 

It seems to me that the idea of 
establishing such councils in 
every school, alth6ugh perhaps 
being a step forward for some 
areas of the country, will over 
time only alienate the majority of 
interested parents and do little 
for our students. 

The other caution I would make 
to you is that such a council is not 
responsible to any membership. 
As a result, there is no built-in 
mechanism that provides for 
regular consultation concerning 
proposals or changes on which the 
school council might decide. 

By now, as I'm sure you realize, 
I find the concept of a forced, 
mandated or legislated form of 
participation in education con
trary to the spirit of co-operation 
and partnership that I believe we 
need in education in 1983. 
(b) Voluntary Organizations 

Voluntary, in essence, means 

But before you go running to the 
principal, consider this: 

Teachers are as widely various 
as parents, whereas writers· of 
new-wave values textbooks tend 
to be your trendy academics. It 
would be a foolhardy classroom 
teacher who would embark bli
thely on the push-the-wimp-off
the lifeboat exercise without 
serious thought for the conse
quences, not only to his students 
but to himself. 

As for biting his lip when a stu
dent seems to be heading in dan
gerous direction, most teachers 
would find it very difficult. They 
may try to encourage free and 
open discussion, but their own 
values, for better or worse, are 
bound to surface. 

The real question raised by Dr. 
Gow is the agonizing reality that 
parents can't eavesdrop in the 
classroom. Parents have been cla
moring for years for some sort of 

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Right 
and Wrong! 
Kathleen M. Gow, PhD 
John Wiley and Sons 

values education, and now that 
they're getting it they have no 
means to assess it. 

Dr. Gow provides no easy ans
wers. She states her position thus: 
"The problem of moral education 
is not so much teaching children 
how to make moral decisions, as 
giving them the background out 
of which the demands that deci
sions be made arise." In other 
words, values 'such as loyalty, a 
sense of justice, and sensitivity to 
suffering are basic. But how to 
teach them? 

Nevertheless, her book provi
des a great talking-point for 
family discussions. Her ' horror 
stories, like the one about the 
American teacher who took his 
elementary school class to the 
undertaker's to "explore death," 
give the supper-table question 
"What did you do in school 
today?" a whole new meaning. 

Wants to 1give' books away 
A British Columbia business

man so strongly supports Dr. 
Kathleen Gow's crusade against 
current values education that he 
has offered to buy a copy of her 
book for every Home and School 
local in Canada, and every top
level provincial education official 
- an offer that could cost him as 
much as $23,270. 

Geoffrey Still wrote last March 
to then QFHSA president Owen 
Buckingham on the letterhead of 
a Vancouver investment firm, sta
ting that he had "listened around 
the edges" of debate over values 
education for a decade, but after 
reading Dr. Gow's book he "felt a 
certain urgency toward giving the 

you want to do something, you of
fer to do something and you have 
a real interest and stake in it. 
Whether there are 10, 50, or 100 
parents, the key is that they are 
committed to the improvement of 
education. 

Voluntary organizations, 
although never perfect, can pro
vide a co-operative, informed, in
dependent voice which is needed 
if education in Canada is to re
main a public priority. 

In a voluntary education 
organization all parents can 
become members and all parents 
can participate. 

Through a voluntary organiza
tion, all members can become bet
ter informed of the issues in 
education and parents as a result 
will become stronger supporters 
of education. 

Ideally, with a joint member
ship of parents, teachers and ad
ministrators, all sides of. a pro
posal or issue can be heard on a 
regular basis in order that the 
best decisions are made for all our 
children. 

In a voluntary educational 
organization, with parents and 
teachers working together, a 
child's growth and development 
is seen from the total perspective 
of his or her home life, school life 
and community life - not one of 
these to the exclusion of the other. 

A voluntary organization can 
strive to interest all people in all 
children, and to link in common 
purpose the home, the school, 
even senior citizens, tax-payers, 
and other educative forces in the 
life of a child, to work for the 
highest educational good of every 
child. 

A voluntary organization works 
actively to supply the school and 
community needs by creatlng 
positive public sentiment which 

matters on which the book focu
ses a broader exposure." 

In his letter to Mr. Buckingham, 
and presumable to other provin
cial Home and School presidents, 
Mr. Still says he has hired a 
direct-mailing firm to handle the 
books. The paperback edition of 
the book retails at $8.95, and Mr. 
Still estimates that he may give 
away as many as 2,600 copies. 

The Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation, 
at their annual meeting last June 
in Ottawa, supported Mr. Still's 
offer of the books "to promote 
discussion" of values education, 
although it . stopped short of 
endorsing Dr. Gow's views. 

will favour and provide good 
teachers, good equipment, good 
schools and a good education 
system. 

But, you say, we have had such 
groups and they have been inef
fective and died. And I say to you, 
you would falter, fail, be ineffec
tive and die also if you received 
the lack of support, lack of co
operation and lack of interest, 
even abuse, some of these volun
tary groups have received from 
educators. No, ladies and 
gentlemen, the obvious is right in 
front of you. 

Conclusion 
I say inject your Home and 

School Associations, your Parent
Teacher Associations, your volun
tary educational organizations, 
with your support, your con
fidence, your help and, with your 
recognition of their importance in 
education, partnered with their 
spirit, we will be able to move 
educational mountains for our 
students. 

I suggest we honestly invest in 
our voluntary organizations 
through personal commitment 
and accept these organizations as 
the legitimate voice of parents in 
education. 

You must accept parents and 
their voluntary organizations as 
legitimate partners and, as such, 
afford them your respect, your 
time, your expertise. 

The dividends from such an in
vestment and partnership among 
parents, teachers and ad
ministrators include improved 
student achievement, better com
munication, stronger public sup
port, increased priority for educa
tion, and greater respect and ap
preciation for professionals in 
education. 

Is it worth it?· 
You bet your kids it is! 



FOCUS on 
MEMBERSHIP 

ALLANCROFT 
AYERS CLIFF 
AYLMER 
BAIE COMO 
BEACON HILL 
BEECHWOOD 
CARLYLE 
CEDAR PARK 
CHRISTMAS PARK 
COURTLAND PARK 
CHELSEA 
DORSET 
DUNRAE GDNS 
EARDLEY 
ECOLE PRIMAIRE BEACONSFIELD 
ECOLE PRIMAIRE PTE. CLAIRE 
EDGEWATER 
EDINBURGH ' 
ELIZ. BALLANTYNE 
GARDENVIEW 
GREENDALE 
HAMPSTEAD 
HOPTEOWN-SHIGAWAKE, 

PORT DANIEL 
H. PURCELL 
HOWICK 
HUDSON 
HULL 
JOHN RENNIE 
JOHN XXIII/DORVAL 
J. RICHARDSON 
KEITH 
LACHINE 
LASALLE 
LINDSAY PLACE 
MACDONALD 
MAGOG (PRINCESS ELIZABETH) 
MAL. CAMPBELL 
MARY GARDNER 
MEADOWBROOK 
MOUNTROSE 
MT. ROYAL 
NEW CARLISLE 
NEW RICHMOND 
NORTH MOUNT 
NORTHVIEW 
PARKVIEW 
ROYAL WEST ACADEMY 
STE.FOY 
SEIGNIORY 
S. HULL 
SPRING GARDENS 
SUNNYDALE 
THETFORD (Andrew S. Johnson 

Mem. School) 
THORNDALE 
VALOIS PARK 
WAGAR HIGH 
WATERLOO 
WESTMINSTER 
WESTLARK 
WILLINGDON 
WINDERMERE 
WILLIAM LATTER 

-178 
19 

72 
-114 
-180 
- 45 

-107 
-116 
- 80 
- 70 
-101 
-216 
- 75 

-125 

18 

32 
74 

-123 
- 18 
-138 
-123 

-139 

64 

1 
28 

1 
20 
67 

- 23 
-123 
-129 

-132 
-106 
-138 

The above represents the number of Local Home & 
Schools who have sent in their Family Membership 
lists to QFHSA office as of Nov. 11th, 1983. · 

Check with your membership chairperson to see 
that your school has submitted its membership lists, 
and that it's up-to-date. Receiving your next issue of 
the NEWS depends on this. 
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PARENT PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION 

.Total value is not realized. • • 
Parent participation in educa

tion is a difficult topic to discuss 
because it is a subject to which 
many administrators, at all levels 
of education, have paid a great 
deal of lip service. However, 
seldom in this country have we 
honestly matched our verbal 
statements with real commitment 
and action. 

Parent participation in educa
tion is a difficult go~l to attain 
after so many teachers, prin
cipals, superintendents, and 
department of education officials 
in Canada have consistently 
beamed out the message that we 
don't really need parents in 
education. We never say to 
parents, "We don't need your par
ticipation," but our attitudes and 
response to those parents desiring 
to become involved in their 
child's education has on the whole 
been less than encouraging. 

It is difficult to overcome 
apathy in education. But, since 
we have a great share in the 
blame for this, we have a great 
responsibility for the solution. 
Although difficult, it is not an im
possible situation providing we 
recognize it and are willing to do 
something about it. 

I hope you are not offended by 
these statements. It makes no 
sense for us to get upset with 
them because they are true. There 
are many exceptions, of course, 
but for the most part these 
statements reflect what has been 
the situation across Canada in the 
last several years. 

We now know from current 
research studies that student 
achievement improved 
significantly when the parents 
were brought in to participate in 
one way or another in the school 
life of their children. We now 
have the Coleman study, all the 
effective schools research, and so 
many more studies indicating the 
positive effects of parent par
ticipation in schools. 

The question is, "What are we 
going to do about it?" 

I suggest to you that the answer 
begins with each of us. Any pro
posal for parent participation 
(school council, voluntary 
organization, etc.) will back!ire 
and bring untold damage to your 
parents, your educational system 
but especially your students, 

• you are willing to admit and 
involve parents as equal partners 
in education - no, they do not 
have our professional exprtise 
but they do have a great deal of 
concern and care (stake), which 
we need in education; 

• you recognize and accept the 
research results-that demonstrate 
that, for a majority of students, 
their academic achievement in
creased when their parents were 
given the opportunity to par
ticipate. In many test cases, this 
meant teachers and especially 
principals going out and involv
ing parents in the school life of 
their children; 

• • • 

Remarks by T. C. Wilkinson, Past 
President, Canadian Home & 
School & Parent-Teacher Federa
tion, September 28th, 1983, at the 
Canadian Education Asso<;iation 
conference in Halifax, N.S. 

---• you are ready to accept the 
validity of these principles and 
truly commit yourself en
thusiastically to enshrining 
these as cornerstones of your 
board's or school's policy - in 
other words, everyone must know 
that parent participation is a 
priority in your unit and in your 
schools. 

If you really want effective 
parental involvement, you must 
be willing to positively commit 
yourself to motivating those 
under your direction to the impor
tance of parental involvement. 

Finally, you must be willing to 
support the efforts of your col
leagues in this endeavour. Make 
them aware that you recognize 
and encourage their efforts. When 
their efforts are successful, you 
don't shrug it off or not make any 
comment. No, you let them know 
that their success is important to 
you, your colleagues, and your 
board. 

I make these points at outset of 
this discussion not to in any way 
to insult anyone. Rather, it is my 
opinion that you are wasting your 
time sitting here listening to a 
discussion on what structure 
might be preferable for parent 
participation, when no system ef 
parental involvement is ever go
ing to work for you or your 
schools, or your students, unless 

UNLESS you believe in it and really want 
you believe in your hearts that it. Unfortunately, most, not all, 

parents have a right to participate but most , administrators in 
in their children's education; Canada are too busy with other 

• you honestly believe that problems to be able to see the 
parents have an important role to value and potential of parental 
play in our educational sysem; involvement. 

Clarification 
At no time in this presentation 

am I referring to 100% participa
tion - this is an unrealistic and 
unattainable goal. 

Participation doesn't mean at
tending parent-teacher inter
views. Parent participation is as 
varied as the people themselves. 
It can mean pouring milk; super
vising lunch; being a classroom 
mother or teacher-helper; sharing 
some experience or ability; atten
ding a Home and School or PTA 
meeting; being a member of a 
school or board advisory commit
tee; participating in parent 
awareness sessions on how 
children learn; making hot dogs; 
going on field trips; and par
ticipating in as many creative 
ways as you and the teachers will 
allow - all of which will help and 
release teachers for teaching, and 
will support and allow our 
students to excel. 

By voluntary organization, I am 
not referring to special interest 
groups, such as the federally
funded Canadian Parents For 
French - rather, I am referring to 
voluntary organizations which 
are concerned and committed to 
the total life of the child, i.e., the 
child's home life and community 
life, as well as school life. 

My interpretation of "school 
council" is some form of man
dated , or possibly legislated, 
parent participation in schools. 
The procedure, I believe, is usual
ly that six to eight parents are 
elected by other parents of a given 
school to represent them on 
either: (a) an advisory school 
council or (b) a legal decision
making school council; or (c) an 
advisory or legal school board 
council. 
What Do Parents Want? 

I believe that most parents who 
want to participate in education 
want to feel welcome in their 
child's school. They want to be in
formed, want to be able to ask 
questions, and want to be able to 
receive an understandable answer 
in their own language. 

Parents want to have con
fidence and trust in teachers and 
the educational system. They 
want to feel confident that their 
support is welcome and will not 
be misconstrued as overprotec
tion of their child or a desire to in
terfere or meddle in the affairs of 
educators. 

Parents would like us to help 
dispel the current feeling among 
students , especially teenagers, 
that a visit to a school is a sign of 

(see Volunteers pg. 12) 

---------------------------------
APPLICATION - QFHSA 

Supporting (Family) Membership 

Affiliate (Group) Membership 

$ 5.00 □ 
$25.00 □ eg.SchoolBoard 

School Committee 

Name: 
Address: 

Postal Code: 

(Please do not forget to include post office box number or apartment number if applicable) 

Your membership card will be forwarded to you, immediately, upon receipt of your 
application by: 

QFHSA 
2535 CAVENDISH BLVD. #212 

MONTREAL, QUEBEC H4B 2Y5 
PHONE: (514) 481-5619 

' ,, 
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VALOIS PARK 

- Sights Set For Membership Record 
Valois Park Elementary School 

in Pointe Claire is happy to report 
that the membership committee 
has already signed up 67 percent 
of the parents. 

At our Meet the Teacher Night, 
two honorary membership cer
tificates were given. One went to 
Gordon Robertson, our retiring 
school commissioner and past 
president of the Home and 
School, and the other was 

WINDERMERE 

.Master 
Fund-Raisers 

Windermere Elementary School 
in Beaconsfield raised and spent 
over $6,000 last year to enrich 
their school life. 

In a welcoming letter to parents 
accompanying the September 
issue .>f the school newsletter, 
president Elaine Miller lists the 
local's purchases made possible 
by some brilliant fund-raising. 

They included a $1,200 donation 
to the school library, $1,000 for 
text books, $1,000 to upgrade 
buses used on field trips, a $2,200 
minicomputer, 25 calculators, 
cassette recorders with six 
headsets, a record player, and 
maps and atlases. 

Windermere runs a school supp
ly shop which makes a profit, and 
stages an annual Fun Fair of 
saleable crafts. Enrichment 
courses for children in creative 
drama, babysitting skills, and 
guitar are offered, and non
members of the local are levied a 
surcharge. Last year the school 
held a family bingo night and a 
skate and ski exchange. 

For this year's major fund
raiser the ambitious local is con
sidering an amateur musical 
revue followed by a dance. 

As well as their fund-raising 
ventures, Windermere members 
are involved in community ser
vice projects, such as training in 
emergency first aid, cardio
pulmonary resuscitation, paren
ting, computer use, and dealing 
with stress. 

MAGOG 

presented to Heather Calhoun, 
our teachers' representative. An 
honorary associate membership 
was given to Barry McBride, our 
new principal. 

We are .already into our fund
raising events. Our skate ex
change took place during the se
cond week of school, and our se
cond annual Apple Sale was held 
Oct. 22. We are now making 
preparations for our Christmas 

WILLING DON 

Fair, which will be held Nov. 26. 
We are very pleased to be work

ing closely with St. John Fisher 
School on Hallowe'en movies for 
the children. 
Home and School and the school 
staff are working hand in hand on 
the school newsletter, which is 
undergoing lots of changes. We 
started off with a "Name This 
Newsletter" contest for the 
children. 

Tina Townsend 

Full-Day Kindergarten 
Willingdon School in N.D.G. 

now has a full-day kindergarten 
program. The program was set up 
to extend the school day for those 
children whose parents work dur
ing the day or who simply want 
more time for their children. It is 
not a babysitting service but an 
enriched French immersion pro
gram purchased by the parents 
for $65 a month. 

Last June a committee of four 
(two representatives from the 
Home and School local and two 
from the school committee) !l/:'!t 
out to fill a need for such a pro
gram. They hired teacher 
Michelle-Marie Ricard, whose ex
perience in such programs in 

SUNNYDALE 

British Columbia proved 
invaluable. 

On Aug. 31 the committee 
enrolled 31 full-time and part
time students. The program 
begins with schoolyard supervi
sion at 8:30 a.m. and continues 
through lunchtime until school 
dismissal at 3:20 p.m. The 
children then have the option of 
continuing until 6 p.m. in the 
after-school program offered by 
the Hampton Y.M.C.A. in the 
school. 
The program was not instituted as 
a fund-raiser but is a response to a 
perceived need by parents of 
kindergarten-age children. 

Wendy Charlebois 

Santa's Fair Planned 
We are very pleasea and excited 

that our school has recently pur
chased two Apple IIE computers 
with Home and School funds. The 
program will be run by teachers 
and volunteer parents at lun
chtime and after school for a 
start. Training courses on the 
computers have already begun for 
the teachers. Carol Shattner and 
Carla Levine have done a superb 
job in implementing this whole 
pilot project. 

Once again, Home and School 
funds will pay for a part-time 
music teacher. Music was most en
joyable for the children last year 
and we are looking forward to 
another enthusiastic year. 

Saturday, Nov. 12 is the date for 
our annual Santa's Fair. This is 
our major fund-raising project of 
the year. It includes the sale of 
crafts made by talented parents, 
bake ahd plant tables, raffles, 
games, white elephant table, etc. 
Fun for all is always guaranteed. 
Santa's Fair is held in our school, 
150 Hyman Drive, Dollard des 
Ormeaux, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sunnydale Home and School 
volunteers are also busy with the 
School Supply Store, running the 
library, and activities such as 
judo, French and physical exer
cises. We're off to a busy start and 
looking forward to a great year! 

Rhona Daitchman 

History Makes News 
YOUR 
NEWS 

IS 
OUR 

NEWS 

Readers of the Oct. 5 issue of the 
Sherbroke Record were treated to 
an excellent history of the Magog 
Home and School Association. 
The Eastern Townships daily 
newspaper traced the local from 
its inception in 1949, when its first 
project was to lobby for a new and 
modern school near beautiful 
Lake Memphremagog. 

-Princess Elizabeth High School 
was granted its charter in 1951, 
and when Alexander Galt 
Regional School opened in 1969, it 
became an elementary school, 
which it is to this day. It has 209 
pupils, and "feeds" graduates to 
Alexander Galt Regional High 
School in Lennoxville, about 45 
minutes drive away. 

The Home and School local is 
particularly proud of its work in 
supervising the school cafeteria, 
where an average of lQ0 meals are 
served each school day. Donations 
from Magog service clubs help 

keep the cafeteria afloat because, 
due to declining enrolment, the 
cafeteria is no longer self
sufficient. Much of the equipment 
in the cafeteria belongs to the 
local. 

The local has also set up a den
tal clinic in Princess Elizabeth 
School, which is used for a wide 
variety of community purposes, 
such as adult education, badmin
ton, basketball, music, hocl_tey, 
bible study. 

Home and School volunteers 
supervise the school library dur
ing the lunch hour, administer a 
student loan fund, and provide 
cultural enrichment with visits 
and outings. . 

The Record's tribute concludes: 
"The history of parental par

ticipation and concern is a 
heritage that this community 
seems interested in continuing 
and from which the students have 
greatly benefited." 

Get into print 
Send your ideas 

Barbara Peden 

FOCUS on the LOCALS 
QFHSA Office 

2535 Cavendish, Suite 212 
Montreal, PQ H4B 2Y5 

LOCALS 
COURTLAND PARK 

Country Fair is Always Fun 
Nothing succeeds like success, 

and the annual Country Fair at 
Courtland Park Elementary 
School in Dorval celebrated its 
tenth birthday Oct. 22 with good 
weather and plenty of customers. 

The gym, the stage and a long 
stretch of the hall were given over 
to crafts stalls and tables of baked 
goods. The library was full of 
second-hand articles, and one 
classroom was turned into a dis
count bookstore. Girl Guides sold 
snacks and a group of parents sold 
doughnuts. 

But the climax of the day for 
students came at the very end of 
the fair, when the results of the 
Smarties Guessing Game were an
nounced. Student Mark Lane won 
a splendid gingerbread house 
with his guess, which was only 10 
Smarties short of the total. There 
were 1,460 Smarties in the big 
glass container. 

The local bought a minicom
puter with the proceeds of last 
year's Fair. 

Sleep-in 
Some kids like school so much 

they want to stay all night - and 
that's what four early French im
mersion classes of Grades One 
and Two did at Courtland Park 
recently. Their teachers thought it 
would be beneficial to eat their 
supper and brush their teeth in 
French. The children didn't know 
it was educational; they had a 
wonderful time. 

A dinner of hot dogs and raw 
veggies was neatly and quietly 
consumed, thanks to volunteer 
parents. They, the children and 
teachers had a Halloween 
costume party before changing in
to nightclothes and bedding down 
in sleeping bags on the gym floor. 

Older Courtland Park students 
have been enjoying themselves, 
too. The Grades Three, Four and 
Five classes spent three days at 
the Arundel Nature Centre, and 
students from Grades Four to Six 
enjoyed the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra Matinee Concert at 
Place des Arts. 

They were particularly proud of 
three Courtland students who 
sang in the PSBGM and FACE 
combined choir. The HO-voice 
choir, dressed in bright red 
uniforms, sang a dazzlingly dif
ficult choral work by the visiting 
conductor, David Amram. 

WltLIAM LATTER 

Teddy bears and sleeping bags 
are toted down the hall to 
Courtland Park's bedroom-for-a
night: the school gym. 

Evening ablutions in the girls' 
washroom are part of a French 
immersion enrichment project at 
Courtland. 

Chambly School 
Takes on New Life 

Although our Home and School 
Association has not been as active 
in the last couple of years as it has 
been in the past, we now have a 
new group of people who are very 
interested in increasing the Home 
and School's role. Funds raised a 
number of years ago have recent
ly been given to the school to help 
offset the cost of building some 
solid playground equipment for 
the children and 15 gracious peo
ple donated a couple of weekends 
to complete the structures. This 
has greatly benefitted our 
children. 

William Latter School is very 
active. Mr. John Leggitt, head 
teacher, and other teachers along 
with parent volunteers, took the 
whole school to Fort Lennox in 
September. This was part of a 
continuing school project on the 

history and geography of the local 
community. Over the last two 
years the school has done the In
dian period and the French 
regime. In the year to come we 
hope to look at the English period 
and the present day. 

Our computer room boasts 11 
Atari 800 computers. The children 
visit the room on a regular basis. 
They learn about computer pro
gramming in LOGO, word
processing, computer assisted in
struction and project work. All in 
all, learning can be fun. 

Now that the Home and School 
Association has become more ac
tive, you will be reading about 
William ~atter School quite 
often, and we hope to get more 
parents involved. 

Pat Wheeler. 
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FOCUS , on the LOCALS 
NORTH VIEW NEW RICHMOND 

Buttons for Volunteers Bill 40 Brief - Speaker Outlines 
When parent volunteers enter 

Northview School to participate 
in their many different activities, 
they now wear a personalized 
identification button. Designed in 
the school colours of green and 
white, with the Northview Hibou 
crest in the center, each button is 
labelled with the volunteer's 
name. In the school foyer, an at
tractive wood board with the 
Hibou Crest displays the buttons. 
When the button is being used, a 
small disc with the wearer's name 
remains on the board to indicate 
which parents are in the school at 
that time. 

Almost 100 volunteer parents 
are irivolved,on a regular basis in 
Northview programmes. They 
serve as class mothers, as 
teachers' assistants in the 
classrooms, and administer all 
library services. They help with 
computer instruction, organize 
fund-raising, drive for field trips, 
plan Block Parent programs, 
teach the babysitting courses, and 
arrange the chess lessons. The 
Volunteer Button Board is a 
means of recognizing these ser
vices, showing appreciation for 
many hours of work, and also 
helps to identify the parents to 
staff members, students and to 
other visitors in the school. 

Students at Northview are en
couraged to develop physical 
fitness in ext ra-curricular ac
tivities in additio-n to the regular 
gym classes. A Kilometer Club 
route has been marked out on the 
school grounds, which can be run 
before and after school, at recess 
or lunchtime. Parent volunteers 
serve as verifiers, and mark the 
student's log books. Certificates 
are awarded for 25, 50, 75 and 100 
kilometer achievements. In
termediate and senior students 
can also train and try-out for LSB 
inter-school competitions in cross
coun try running, handball, 
basketball, volleyball, and track. 

Out-door education provides 
hiking and camping adventures. 
After planning menus and gather
ing equipment, a level 4/5 class 
spent three days in the Adiron
dacks in October. Later that 
month, the Grade 6 Adventure 
Club went back-packing at Mont 
Tremblant. Primary grades en
joyed apple picking, and a 
Primary French Immersion 6 
class visited a farm to practice 
their vocabulary skills and to 
have a first-hand experience with 
farming and dairy methods. 

Cultural events are included in 
the busy ·schedule: a trip to Place 
des Arts for an MSO concert; a 
puppet show for the primary 
students; a two-day historical and 
cultural tour of Quebec City for 
Grade 6. 

The Home and School local 
helps students to remember com
munity concerns, by sponsoring 
the collection for the Butterfly 
Campaign for the Quebec Society 
for Disabled Children. At Hallo
ween, the UNICEF boxes are car
ried by many youngsters, and the 
Christmas baskets are well
s up plied by generous 
contributions. 

A Home and School worksl:1op 
for parents on the subject of 
Stress and Kids was conducted by 
Patrick Baker in September. This 
superb presentation placed the 
problem of stress within the con
text of communication and' 
discussed some practical sugges
tions for managing stress. Of 
special interest to parents and 

The New Richmond Home and 
School Association sponsored a 
talk Oct. 5 by one of the educators 
most likely to influence the 
government's plans on school 
restructure. 

Dr. George Cochrane, secretary
general of the Quebec Association 
of Protestant School Boards and 
chairman of a task force on the 
bill, gave New Richmond parents 
an outline of a brief to be 
presented at public hearings this 
fall. 

"First, we'll ask that Bill 40 be 

Northview School's Kilometer Club makes running for physical fitness 
a fun activity. Volunteer parents record the number of kilometres com
pleted on special cards. 

teachers was the description of 
behaviour patterns for children 
under stress. 

Many of the above-mentioned 
projects are supported financially 
by the local as well as by 
volunteer work. Three fall fund
raising events are planned: Fami-

SPRING GARDEN 

ly Photo Portraits N.Y. Inc., a 
cheese sale, and the annual 
Christmas bazaar. Everyone is in
vited to the Northview School 
Towne Fair, December 10, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., at 90 Jubilee 
Square in Pointe Claire. 

CarolOhlin 

"Walk in the Woods" 
They have a pleasant autumn 

tradition at Spring Garden School 
in Dollard des Ormeaux. The 
whole school - children, staff and 
some parents - goes for a walk in 
the woods near the local train sta
tion. They call it a Yolkslauf. In 
German, "volks" means people 
and "lauf" means run. 

The trqdition was started in 
1969 by the first Spring Garden 
principal, who had been • to Ger
many and liked the idea of a com
munity hike. 

On the day before the walk, 
Grade Six students go over the 

ROYALWESTACADEMY 

route, marking a trail. They also 
monitor the trail during the 
Volkslauf to make sure that no 
one gets lost. 

At this year's walk, The Home 
and School local provided 
peanuts and drinks for the hikers, 
who worked up an appetite walk
ing 4 miles. When they got back to 
the school, they munched apples 
picked by the Grade One students 
on an earlier trip to an orchard, 
and each participant received a 
commemorative lapel pin to pro
ve they made it. 

Diane Cunningham 

New School - New Local 
These days the opening of a new 

English-language school is a real 
event, and all Home and School 
members will want to extend a 
warm welcome to Royal West 
Academy, the newest member of 
our family. 

Royal West is a PSBGM alt'er
nate school which was designed to 
meet head-on the serious 
challenge by private high schools 
to public enrollment in some 
parts of Montreal. It was built 
from the remnants of two area 
schools, Montreal West High and 
Royal Vale junior high. 

Students are required to wear 

uniforms and take part in extra
curricular sports. Bilingual com
puters and proficiency in French 
are high priorities, and parents 
are expected to participate active
ly in fund-raising through the 
Home and School local, under its 
first president, Jim Leslie. 

The Informer, a monthly Mon
treal West newspaper, saluted the 
new school with a feature article 
by student Michelle Keefler. 
When her article was written, she 
had only been at school for three 
weeks, but said, "Already I feel at 
home!" 

withdrawn," Dr. Cochrane said. 
"Secondly, that constitutional 
issues pending be referred im
mediately to the Quebec Court of 
Appeal for a decision before pro
ceeding with further legislation. 
Thirdly, once these issues have 
been clairified, that a commission 
be set up to identify the problems 
within the present education 
system." 

Although he concedes that there 
should be a strong education 
department, Dr. Cochrane said, 
"No single body should have a 
role so dominant that it ex
tinguishes the roles of other 
crucial elements. Boards play a 
fundamentally important role in 

THORNDALE 

the development and adaptation 
of curricula to reflect the needs 
and values of the communities 
they serve." 

He told the New Richmond 
parents that under the new 
legislation they would be asked to 
make the decisions of profes
sionals - choosing texts, deter
mining how students would be 
evaluated, and assuming a wide 
range of responsibilities now be
ing fulfilled by trained personnel. 

Joan Dow, chairman of the 
Gaspe task force on Bill 40, 
presided at the parents' meeting. 
Afterwards, Dr. Cochrane went to 
New Carlisle to speak at a Rural 
Schools Conference. 

Hallowe'en Safety Show 
For the third year in a row, the 

local at Thorndale Elementary 
School in Pierrefonds presented a 
Halloween Safety Show. Each 
year the show gets bigger and bet
ter, but the aim remains the same: 
to make Oct. 31st a safe and hap
py night for everyone. 

We discourage the use of masks, 
but show the children what a lit
tle make-up can do to change lit
tle angels into little monsters -
or vice-versa! 

CEDAR PARK 

The kids are encouraged to use 
reflective tape on their costumes, 
and we'll be telling them where 
they can buy this tape. One place 
they can buy it is in the school's 
Safety League office. 

Out hats off to all our 
volunteers, both mums and 
children, and to Fiona Rankin 
and friends, who helped with 
music and choreography. 

Heather Fawcett 

Thank Goodness 
Teachers Have Chairs 

In the Cedar Reader, the 
newsletter published by the 
Cedar Park local in Pointe Claire, 
Grade One teacher Ray Burgess 
reported the following pearls 
from his young students: 

On seeing the teachers' room: 
"What a wonderful place! You 

even have chairs to sit on!" 
On mathematics: 
"Ugh, I don't like math. I only 

like working with numbers." 
On who Jesus was: 
"He's a red hot thing way up in 

EARDLEY 

the sky." 
On being asked why they were 

so noisy when the teacher stepped 
out of the room: 

"It wasn't me! I just kept clapp
ing my hands loudly so everyone 
would be quiet!" 

The Cedar Reader got its catchy 
name by way of a contest among 
the students. It was the inspira
tion of Annabelle Mackey, who is 
in Miss Moore's Grade 3 and 4 
class. 

Wilma Jelly 

Local Busy in Aylmer 
News and Views, the sprightly 

hand-written newsletter publish
ed by the local of Eardley School 
in Aylmer, reports that their com
bined local and school committee 
presented a farewell gift of onyx 
bookends to departing principal, 
Barbara Cohen, who is moving to 
Hull. 

The presentation was made at 
the spring Volunteers Tea, at 
which the staff serve lunch to 
parents who have given their time 

BEACON HILL 

to school projects. 
Eardley students are signing up 

for lunchtime classes in music and 
drama. 

The local plans a bake and craft 
sale at an Aylmer shopping centre 
on Nov. 25 and 26. In fact, they've 
got the whole year lined up 
already: a Valentine's Dance in 
February, a recycled spring and 
summer clothing sale in March, 
and a flea market in April. 

Trash and Treasure Sale 
The Beacon Hill Home and 

School local will hold a "Trash 
and Treasure Sale" on Saturday, 
Nov. 19 at the school in 
Beaconsfield. It's a fund-raising 
event to help support the many 
activities offered to students. 

We will be renting out tables td 
anyone interested in selling their 
odds and sods, crafts, Christmas 
decorations, skis, skates and 
other things. We'll also be collec-

ting used children's and adults' 
books to offer for sale, and the 
proceeds will go to the school 
library. 

We are offering a wide array of 
home-!>aked goodies at our bake 
table. Beacon Hill rugby shirts, 
school crests and school bags will 
also be on hand. There's 
something for everyone! 

Lorraine Klinga 
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SAFETY SCENE SAFETY SCENE 
NOT ONLY SHOULD THEY KNOW . .. 

NOT ONLY SHOULD THEY LEARN HOW. 

THEY SHOULD LEARN HOW . . 
Traffic rules and symbols are 

not that obvious to children. 
Therefore adults should renew 
their teaching of traffic safety in 
order to prevent accidents to 
children either as pedestrians, 
cyclists, moped users or as 
passengers in parents' cars, school 
buses or the public transit system. 

Although the beginning of the 
school year is the opportune time 
for a discussion between parents 
and children and between 
teachers and students on the rules 

of traffic safety, the changing 
seasons and prolonged school 
holidays make it essential to 
renew these discussions. Late Fall 
(see article Autumn Affects 
Visibility) and Christmas are ap-

. propriate times to warn your 
child of the different dangers 
brought on by t.he changing 
season, or to refresh your child's 
memory after the Christmas 
holidays and the excitements of 
the Yuletide. It must be 
remembered that children are not 

t dent P trol r Safety 
With everyone cutting back on 

spending, it comes as no surprise 
when a school is told, "Sorry, we 
have no money for a school cross
ing guard!" A Baldwin-Cartier 
board school in Pierrefonds 
recently found that over 100 of 
their students would no longer be 
bused because a thoroughfare was 
opened allowing for children to 
walk to school. 

Two problems! The children 
found themselves crossing a 
railroad track and a very busy in
tersection. Authorities were only 
able to provide for a school cross
ing guard at the busy intersection. 
That left one problem! The 
railroad tracks - a level crossing. 

The solution? Volunteer Grade 
VI students to tell the children 
when it was safe to cross. Results: 
Grade VI students learning to 
handle responsibility, and the 
younger chiuldren being given the 
added supervision at the level 
crossing. 
Not the first 

This is by no means the first 
school to use older students. 
School brigades were numerous 
long before the increasing traffic 
around schools combined with 
wider streets to make for 
dangerous school crossings. Paid 
adult school crossing guards soon 
replaced the students. 
Windermere 

Windermere Home & School 
fund their School Patrollers to an 
Ottawa Jamboree of cross
Canada school patrollers. Accor
ding to Judy Grant, principal at 
Windermere, school patrollers 
were part of Windermere when 
she became principal six yea:rs 
ago. According to Mrs. Grant the 
28 Windermere School Patrollers 
are chosen from among the 
Grades V and VI applicants. 
These applicants require their 
parents' permission. 

The "troop" is divided into 3 
patrols of 8 or 9 students. Each 
patrol is on duty 1 week and off 2. 
They "man" 6 crossings around 
the school, as well as the entrance 
and exit to the school parking lot. 
Their duties are limited to being 
an extra pair of eyes for the 
students, making sure that it is 
safe for the children to cross. 
Speaking of eyes, Mrs. Grant says 
they are also an extra pair of eyes 
for her, reporting children who do 
things that jeopardize their safe
ty. Their duty roster puts them at 
their posts 4 times a day - before 
school starts in the morning and 
after lunch, and when schools lets 
out at lunch and in the afternoon. 

The Patrollers enjoy their 
duties - certainly as a status 
symbol. But the important thing 
is the service they are doing for 
others. They are outfitted with 
orange cross bands and fluores
cent capes for rainy days, pur
chased from the Quebec Safety 
League . There is a regular 
meeting with the principal and 
Betty Lou Manker who coor
dinates the program. 
Allancroft 

Over at Allancroft, principal 

Autumn Affects Visib.lity 
Smoke and haze hang in the air. 

There's leaf burning in areas 
where it's not banned. Patches of 
wispy fog are in season and it is 
rainier-than-usual season, too. All 
of these things reduce visibility. 
The fact that there are more hours 
of darkness and near darkness 
also limits your see-ability. 

How do you adjust? 
Don't overdrive your 

headlights and be sure you turn 
them on at the first sign of fading 
light! Frequently check the 
periphery of the area illuminated 
by your headlights for all possible 
movements. Change from high to 
low beam in a fog. Reduce your 
speed and constantly scan the 
changing scene. 

There's also the drizzle and the 

chill in the air. Coat collars are 
turned up and hats are pulled 
down. Umbrellas ·dot the 
pedestrian picture, cutting down 
the visual field of those 
underneath. 

It's a time when walkers aren't 
likely to be keeping an eye out for 
you or looking out for themselves 
generally. 

Keep your eyes open for them, 
your foot ready to brake and your 
hand poised to tap a gentle 
reminder that you are there. 

Treat every pedestrian with 
large amounts of courtesy and 
common sense. 

Note: Children are pedestrians, 
too. Their smaller size make it im
perative to be extra careful! 

• • 

. NOW. 
lnstinctively careful. 

They should be taught and 
regularly reminded to find and 
always use the safest road to 
school, to look for Block Parent 
signs; to watch for signals when 
travelling by bicycle; to walk (not 
run) when crossing a street; to 
behave in a school or public bus; 
to use seat belts when travelling 
in an automobile; and to learn the 
meaning of all other rules as well. 

A group of Windermere Safety 
Patrollers participated in a jam
boree held in Ottawa for Cana
dian Safety Patrollers. 

Willard Davidson reports his 
School patrollers are divided into 
2 groups, the School Bus 
Patrollers and the Walking 
Patrollers. Allancroft uses only 
Grade VI students but integrates 
the Grade Vers in the Spring so 
that they will be ready for duty 
on the first day of school the 
following September. 

A minimum of 6 Safety 
Patrollers are found on each of 
the 3 school buses. Mr. Davidson 
reports that they do an outstan
ding job, especially with the 
kindergarten group orienting 
them during that traumatic first 
week of school, even escorting the 
"kindergarteners" to their 
classroom - right from Day One 
(this is where the Spring training 
comes in handy). The Patrollers 
co-operate with the bus drivers 
and report not only unsafe situa
tions on the bus but dangerous 
matters at bus stops. 

The Walking Patrollers are 
divided up into 4 groups of 5, 
working about 1 week per month. 
They, too, are outfitted with the 
orange belts, do not stop traffic, 
but act as a caution for children 
and motorists. 

This program is co-ordinated by 
Miss Margaret Mitchell, a free
flow teacher who looks after the 
School Bus Patrollers, and the 
principal who looks after the 
Walking Patrollers. 

The Patrollers are strictly 
volunteer and do it because they 
enjoy it. They recognize their 
responsibility, that they are serv
ing their younger peers. No 
Patroller has ever used his/her 
post to bully the younger ones. At 
the June assembly the Patrollers 
are presented with an award. 

Ed. note: The Quebec Automobile 
Association in co-operation with 
the Regie de l 'assurance 
automobile du Quebec have an in
formation package on School 
Brigades. Inquiries have been 
made to see if they are still 
available, and if we can obtain a 
fair number we'll make it known 
in the next NEWS. 

SAFETY IS. • • 
On the Friday before 

Hallowe'en I had the occasion to 
attend a press conference spon
sored by the Quebec Safety 
League in co-operation with the 
Montreal Urban Communities, 
Laval and Quebec Police Forces, 
Block Parents and UNICEF (for 
UNICEF, Sears stores sponsored 
safety vests complete with reflec
tive tape both front and back for 
the young goblins). This is not the 
first such Hallowe'en press con
ference I have attended and past 
experience has shown extensive 
media coverage. This year was 
different with one murder in the 
Montreal area, two attempted 
murders in a Montreal suburb, 
and Claire Lortie, a lawyer 
recently found not guilty of 
murdering her live-in boyfriend, 
in the process of pleading guilty 
to a charge of obstructing justice 
in the murder of her boyfriend! 
All of this was more than enough 
to redirect the media from the 
Hallowe'en press conference. 

I find it very sad that something 
as important as the safety of 
thousands oi children is by
passed to report on blood and 
gore. Needless to say these same 
media reporters will come runn
ing should something happen 
Hallowe'en night to a trick-or
treater. But it is hard to blame the 
media as they report what sells a 
newspaper. Such is life! And life 
is much like the person frantical
ly telephoning for fire insurance 
as his neighbour's house goes up 
in flames, threatening his own. 

Safety is a full package in-

surance policy. Although there is 
a possibility that no matter how 
cautious we are, accidents will 
still happen, when we apply the 
rules of safety we reduce this 
possibility by an appreciative 
amount. (Not all smokers get lung 
cancer, not all lung-cancer pa
tients smoke, but the ratio is 
significant enough - at least it 
should be - to stop people from 
smoking). 

What is SAFETY? The follow
ing is produced from SIGNAL, 
the official publication of the 
Quebec Safety League: 
SAFETY is following the rules 
SAFETY is using the right tools 
SAFETY is checking the work 
area before you start 
SAFETY is repairing any 
defective machine part 
SAFETY is keeping the work 
area clean 
SAFETY is working as a team 
SAFETY is returning unused 
parts to their place 
SAFETY is keeping the work at 
a proper pace 
SAFETY is paying attention in 
every way 
SAFETY is watching the things 
you say 
SAFETY is not calling people 
names 
SAFETY is not playing games 
SAFETY is not to run but to 
walk 
SAFETY is to watch instead of 
talk 
SAFETY is thinking before you 
do 
SAFETY is for me and for you. 
Author: Roger Black 

This pamphlet 
available free 
from the QFHSA 
office. Call (514) 
481-5619. 


