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ON KEEPING A COOL HEAD ... 
community have supported this pro
gram, recognizing that it is essential 
If citizens of the, Franch-language 
community afQ to obtain the neces
sary self-respect that human dignity 
demands. Whether they do so be-
cause of such support, or for reasons 
of expediency, a la,cge pr()pQrtlon 
of our community has accepted that 
the working ianguage of this prov- • 
ince must be predominantly French. 
Parents all over the province have 
pressured school boards to provide 
better and more education In the 
French language. To date, the 9e
partment of Education has not seen 
Its way clear to give financial sup
port to such programs. Hopefully, 
the Department will be able to do 
more in this fJeld when it has 
cleaned house and re-organized to 
attain a more efficient use of the 
education dellar. A tight financial 
situation means setting priorities for 

spending, which necessitates ·that 
the English-speaking co.mmunlty 
also set tts priorities in its demands 
on the education budget. 

The 'retropage' of the past sev
erat years has dcme much to equal
ize educational opportunity through
out the province. It is now time for 
a re-assessment of the' situation, 
since the discrepancies which were 
delineated so vividly in the P~rent 
Report are no longer valid. 

If we are to continue to have ·a 
progressive and worthy education in 
the English-language community, 
we must work together to bring to 
the attention of the Departm~nt the 
real needs of our schools. Cries of 
'discrimination' or failure to present 
a reasoned case due to apathy in our ' 
community will surely lead to a slow 
deterioration of our children's 
education. 

THE ROLE OF THE PRINCIPAL 
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WESTMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. Jim Heywood speaks to Federation's 
Board. 
- J.M. Heywood. Informat ion Officer. lake• 
shore Regiona_l School Board, anq fhe Ouf;• 
bee Associat ion of Schoo l Adm1n1strator s 
liaison Offi cer to Quebec Federation. 

'Jiiecause the :world into which our 
children are growing is changing 
so rapidly and because schools are 
either resisting change or attempt
ing to adapt to it, much confusion 
about education has been generat
ed. 
Conflicting ideas and attitudes can 
create discord on school staffs, but 
when they occur between the 
school and the community it serves, 
the repercussions can be very far
reaching. 
Such conflicts have manifested 
themselves here in Quebec as they 
have all over North America 
in increasing criticism of the 
schools. It is the nature of the 
principal's job that he or she should 
become the recipient of much of 

this criticism. 
Whether this is deserved or not, 
it is important for parents to at
tempt to understand the role the 
principal plays in our schools. 

What is the principal's position at 
the moment? 
According to the provincial En
tente under which all principals in 
the Province now operate, " . . ... 
the principal is responsible for his 
school and is accountable to the 
school board." He or she is also 
responsible for "the general or
ganization and efficient operation 
of the school" and recommends 
"requirements as. to teaching, auxi
liary and maintenance staff" to the 
school board. On the pedagogical 
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level he or she is. looked upon as 
"a captain of a team (to) play an 
inspirational co-ordinating and 
supervisory role". 

The list of duties includes such 
things as responsibility for the 
physical plant, the safety, welfare 
and "good conduct" of pupils, the 
overall spirit of the school, the 
process of dealing with parents, 
and if possible, the initiating of 
"developmental projects". 

Obviously no one person can deal 
with all these responsibilities to 
everyone's satisfaction. Consider, 
for example, the position of a prin
cipal in a comprehensive high 
school, who must respond to the· 
concerns of over a hundred 
teachers, several thousand students 
and parents, and the pressures 
from business, industry, govern
ment and school boards. 

In spite of all these demands on a 
principal's time and energy, there 
are probably two areas of concern 
that bother him most. 
One is the effect of increasing res
trictions because the principal is 
caught in the squeeze between the · 
rising costs of education and the 
pressure of a tightening economy. 
The "norms" which are applied 
to all aspects of our school system 
from teachers to buildings mean 
that every measure, every step 
must be carefully examined from 
the point of view of cost to the 
taxpayer. 

The other is the frustration and 
weight of petty details. The de
mands of the job include endless 
administrivia: phone calls to 
answer, forms to fill out, ruffled 
feathers to smooth, supplies to get, 
auxiliary staff to consider, books 
to look for, bus routes to plan, 
meetings to hold, torn books to 
abhor, fire drills to fuss over, 
picture money to check etc., etc., 
and almost none of them have 
anything to do with education. 
This is not a plea on behalf of 
principals. It is a brief explana
tion of their role. They are key 
people in the educative process. If 
we wish to improve the effective
ness of our school systems, a good 
place to begin is with the role of 
the principal. Understanding of his 
position can begin at the level of 
each school, but it can also begin 
at other levels. It has been propos
ed by the Quebec Federation of 
Home & School Associations that 

we set up a Committee of Adminis
trators and Home & School Execu
tive members to examine the· prob
lems involved with school
community relations. Such a 
Committee could have some very 
practical value and the Q.&Jebec 
Association of School Administra
tors has accepted the idea. 
Once communication has begun in 
this way perhaps real understand
ing can grow on all sides. Out of 
the understanding and improved 
relations better schools can 
develop. 
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ber-Pupit,Raffoa,.. _ 
a detailed· anal.ysis of this by Nor-

, man 8erosteln, Professional Wei-
fare Co-Ordlnator, P.A. P. T., · 

ReglmePedagoglque
~deliaticinls fposl.tion;on an educa
tfdlilal directive: that will affect 
YOU~ ch~<h1extyear. 

THE PRINCIPAL AND THE 
LOCAL ASSOCIATION 
- T. W. Kelly, Past-President, Westpark Home 
& School Association. and member of the 
Editorial Board. 

!.n ob~erv.ation made fairly fre
quently by people involved in 
Home & School Associations is that 
their Principal is either frustrating, 
belligerent, authoritative, or some 
other equally emotionally-charged 
word. 

This editorial is a challenge to us 
all to consider, in fairness, some 
of the tasks our Principals are call
ed upon to handle, and also to.ask 
ourselves if we could do with a bit 
of self-examination when issues 
arise; it ends with some general 
suggestions for Associations' ob
jectives in our complicated educa
tional system in Quebec. 
A Home & School Association must 
of necessity (and is, in fact, by the 
Quebec Federation Constitution) 
be formed only with the prior per
mission of the Principal. He is auto
matically a member of that As
sociation executive. 

The purpose of this regulation is 
self-evident, when you reflect up
on what a Principal is respon
sible for. Consider the following: 
staffing, schedules, inventories, 

school property & buildings, cur
ricula planning, policy making, 
pl1pils with difficulties of all kinds, 
irate parents, School Board and 
Commission, Dept. of Education, 
local authorities, shocking social 
problems (in a High School). 

Even with all the above, he is also 
often a parent! 
Why should he add to his burdens 
by permitting an association that is 
not run well? This question is more 
than rhetorical. Membership in a 
Home & School Association ought 
to be an opportunity for intelligent 
and responsible participation in 
your school affairs in mutually 
agreed to areas. There is no time 
nowadays for anything less than a 
reciprocal relationship between 
Principal and Association. We must 
allay his fear that possibly the As
sociation will only be an added 
worry to him. For instance, a Prin
cipal will almost always shy away 
from curricula discussions. Can you 
really blame him? Such a subject 
is very complex, and largely de
termined for a Principal in advance 
by a serles of events in Boards, 
Commissions and the Department 
of Education. The Association 
general meeling (or the Executive 
meeting either) is not an oppor
tunity to put the Principal under 
the gun. If little Johnny is having 
a problem, as an individual, a 
private call to his teacher can 
always be arrang'ed. If .an Associa
tion feels strongly about something 
involving curricula, appoint a spe
cial study group with the aim of 
_presenting recommendations to the 
Department, Commission or Board 
through the office of Quebec Fede
ration. Maybe other Associations 
feel likewise, so here is a chance 
to do something about it. 

An Association can be of great 
assistance to a Principal by its 
members becoming well-informed. 
This overcomes needless involve
ment with trivia and helps avoid 
controversy that is born of mis
understandings. 

Areas of concern will differ to some 
extent depending upon whether an 
Association is in an urban or rural 
locale. However, living in Quebec 
poses issues not extant elsewhere 
in Canada. Many of theni are the 
result of lack of specifics in the 
Provincial laws governing the 
Education Act in Quebec. Both 
elementary and high schools are 

(Cont'd. on Page 3) 
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equally invorved, so should be the 
Associations. Do not forget that 

· your Association is a valued mem
ber of theOuebec Federation. 
In elementary schools, because of 
age group differences~ areas of em
phases differ from high schools. 
Association Executives can best 
determine subjects for their suc
cessful programs. These must be 
discussed with tlie Principal; if dif
ferences arise try to see his side, 
and respect his opinion. ! 

The high school Principal has a 
very difficult and onerous time. 
If ever there was an opportunity 
for an Association to show its 
worth, it is in the present-day high 
school. Some of the involvements 
that could be initiated are group 
activities (i.e, involving students), 
special studies and speakers on cur
rent topics, participation by local 
authorities concerning social mores. 
The stakes are high and the con
sequences serious for the high 
school Association. 

For both the elementary and high 
school Associations, activities can 
also be based on a broader level, 
i.e., Commission and/or Provincial. 
Such participation can be made 
by members-at-large, and such ex
perience could be of considerable 
service to an Association Execu
tive. Such subject matter is not 
generally good program material, 
but is another way to be more 
accurately informed, and it will 
help give more meaning to your 
Association. 

So, to summarize, acquire a fuller 
appreciation of your role, with the 
Principal as an important ally. 
Look for areas of service in a 
cooperative and relevant sense. 
Socialize and enjoy your Associa
tion membership; it does not have 
to be serious all the time. Remem
ber your affiliatlon is Province
wide, i.e. with the Quebec Federa
tion, and the opportunity this gives 
you to widen the scope of interest. 

WHAT'S YOUR OPINION! 

lllle·re wasting our educational dol
lars on people who don't want to 
be educated! 
It seems to be axiomatic in western 
society that if something is good, 
more ol it is better!· Because it is 
to the advantage of society to have 
its members literate and therefore 
better qualified to participate in 
democratic action, we have pro
moted the ag~ ef ,compulsory edu
tion to 16. We encourage, by means 
of family allowance payments and 
availability, education to the age 
of 19 and 20, and, through social 
pressures, further education on to 
the age of 25 to 30. The result has 

- been that education is no longer 
considered a privilege and a j'.:'y, 
but has become a necessity and a 
bore! 
Would not our education·a1 dollars 
be better spent if compulsory edu
cation reverted to our elementary 
level, and that all education further 
than that be available through ins
titutions of learning' accessible to 
all people of all ag~s when they 
wished to partake of -it? Such ins
titutions would be supplied with re
source centres, data banks, and 
libraries, or with access to these 
things from a larger centralized 
building and staffed by persons 
qualified to guide learners to the 
' information they need and to as
sist them in defining their 'course 
of study'. The 'tt eoretical_ know
ledge' necessary for various tech
nical and trade courses would be 
available, while students would ac
quire actual techniques on the job. 
Centres like these would provide 
for constant re-education and de
velopment of people as they live, 
and- would eliminate from the 
schools those who are presently 
being forced to go even though 
they are not ready for them or are 
unable to de-cide what they wish to 

· do. Similar centres for sports and 
the arts could be developed that 
would enable those members of the 
community who are interested in a 
career in these fields to spend the 
necessary time and energy to de
velop their talents, while at the 
same time providing a means for 
the development of such interests 
as hobbies by other members of 
the community. 
Such a system would eliminate the 
language pr.oblems since the re
source centres could be multi
lingual, the staff a mixture also. 
It would also return to the indivjd-

ual the responsibility of planning 
for his or her own life, with the 
continual possibility of revision if 
the planning should prove wrnng. 
Let's stop driving the sheep into the 
corral and let them feed on the pas
tures of their choice - what do you 
think? 

CURRICULUM COUNCIL 
REPORT 

]nternational Co-operation" is the 
title of an exciting new course for 
senior High Schools which was pre
sented to the Curriculum Council 
at its October meeting by Dr. Ernest 
Moss. A course designed to stress 
global-mindedness and global orien
tation, it includes a study of such 
perplexing problems as inequality of 
living standards, our handling of 
technical progress, the development 
of international organizations, racial 
and religious bigotry and political 
and ideologi ;al differences, the his
tory and extent of international co
operation, the unity within the .di
versity of mankind, etc. The Course 
was taken originally to the Ministry 
of Education, and referred to the 
Curriculum Council for discussion 
and action. 
The course received rather perfunc
tory treatment by the Council, 
possibly due to·lack of time, and was 
deferred to the following meeting. 
Our delegate would like to see a 
more interested response from the 
teachers. Dr. Moss is available as 
a speaker to our_ Associations and 
can be reached at 1420 Cresent St., 
Suite 1004, Montreal 107, or by 
telephone at 845-0844. 
The report of the History Committee 
affirmed that a new course on Cana
dian History is being taught this 
year. Up to the time of the meeting 
no course outline or texts had been 
received by the high schools, and 
the teachers were unaware of who 
had drawn up the new course. This 
would seem to indicate a lack of 
communication between the Depart
~ment and the Curriculum Council 
which is counter to the recommen
dation made by the Home & School 
Association to the Department fol
lowing ou_r Annual Meeting reso
lution. 

TEL: 845-9238 

H. R. TUCKER LTD. 
General Insurance 

360 St. James St. West. 
MONTRl!AL, QUE. 

G.E. Buch J. G. TurnbuU 
H.W. White 
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 
Dear Sir: 
With reference to your editorial 
"The Case of the Missing Parent", 
I would like to make a few com
ments on behalf of working mothers. 

It is indeed.possible that "latch-key" 
children are destined for adolescent 
problems, but there is ample eviden
ce to suggest that non-working mo
thers may also produce problem 
teenagers! 

Where it is an economic necessity 
for a mother to work, she may be 

' genuinely too tired or too busy to 
serve on committees, but she is not 

I 

necessarily dis-interested in her chil-
dren. 

I am a trained nurse, and returned 
to work after my youngest child had 
been going to school .for two years. 

' My husband works regular days and 
comes home for every meal. In order 
that at least one parent would al
ways be in the house; I arranged to 
work the evening and night shifts 
only. In this way I am able to run my 

_house without a housekeeper, and 
at least one parent supervises every 
meal. 

My husband and I are in complete 
agreement about my motives for 
working, and are united in our con
cern for our childrens' education . 
Because of this we see that one or 
both of us attends every meeting for 
parents, anc;t we meet the teachers 
frequently for discussions on school 
programmes and progress. We also 
take our turn in chaperoning and 
helping in school social functions. 

I know many working mothers who 
are as concerned as I am about edu
cation and who take a very active 
part in school activities. 

I note with regret the extremely 
poor membership of our local Home 
and School Association, but I doubt 
if this has much to do with the fact 
that mothers are at work . 

Since starting work, I have repeat
edly asked my childrens' teachers if 
there have been any apparent adver
se effects. There have been none, 
and one of the teachers told me that 
at least my children know where I 
am. She said that many of her pu
pils return to an empty house, not 
knowing whether Mother is playing 
bridge, conferring with the Ladies 
Auxiliary, or taking part in any one 
of a number of activities. Certainly 
most of these causes are worthwhile, 

but modern society also acknowl
edges that working mothers are ne
cessary to the country's economy., 

Your editorial makes very good and 
true points, and I do not know how 
parents can be induced to partici
pate more in school affairs. But I 
suggest to you that the ' "Missing 
Parents" are not always the ones 
who work. 

~ncerely, -
Mrs. C. Prescott, 
91 Tremoy Road, Noranda, 
Que. 

SEASON'S GREETINGS to atl the -
members of Quebec Federation, and 
all the best of good wishes for 1971 . 
This has been another exceptionally 
busy year in education and for Home 
& School, and it looks as though we 
can expect more of the same in 
1971 . As Executive Secretary Pam 
Reddal I said to President Doreen 
Richter the other day - "we get 
Christmas Day off, don't we?!" 
Answer: "Maybe!" 

SEND IN YOUR $2 
TOWIN 

Everybody who reads Home & School 
NEWS wins a better knowledge of what · s 
going on in Quebec educ·ation . 

Be a sure winner, Subscribe. 

If you are not a paid-up member for 1970 
-71 of a local Home & School Associa
tion, send in your $2 for Individual As
sociate Membership in Quebec Home & 
School. 

Quebec Federation of Home & School 
Association,4795 St. Catherine St. W., 
Montreal 215, P.O. 
Enclosed is $2 for 1970-71 Individual 
Associate Membership , including sub
scription to the NEWS. for: 

• 
Name ......................................... .. 

Address . ... ... . .. ..... ... . . .. .. .. . ........... . 

City .... ... ... .. . ............. Zone ...... .. .. . 

SCHOOL(S) ATTENDED BY CHILD (REN) 

................................................ ..... .. 

FUND RAIS1 N.G 1970 .. 71 
As a special funa-raising project, the Q.uebec Federation of Home & School 
Asso(iations offers you a unique opportunity. . , ' 
Pre1Tl1ere Passbooks is an outstanding entertainment club that admits two 
people fer the price of one to some of Montreal's :finest restaurants, theatres. 
clubs, anEI other places of entertainment. 

. How does it work? These famous establishments join Premiere to "premiere!' 
their facilities to you~ confidentthatenceacquainted, you wilt return .again and 

'brfn9 y,ourf rlends. , 
Purchase one dinner1 receive one "compliments of thehouse" 
PurchaseQneadmissloti, receiveo11efree. _ ... 
Perfect for you to cut your entertalnment costs in .half, perfect for Christmas 
gnts,too. 
USE THE @R.G>ER F@RM BEL©W. Milt.I .your cheque te>day tG enjoy one full 
year of e..otertalnment at half the prtc~. beginning N(!)VEMBER 1st. 
Annual Merobe. rship is $9.so· but SPEQlAL from G)uet>ec Federatl9n of your 
localassociatlon $NL Y $7.SOeach. , 
A ~arUat list of ,plaQes ~re you can SAVE with your Premiere Passbook- . 
G:OURMET DINlNG: Cafe -NGtmandle; Mouot Ji'\oyal Hetet; Restaurant 
Keb$C, Montreal international Airpert: Plazza Tomasso; Governor Smith inn\ 
St. Alban-s, Vt.; La/Ronde seaway; Le ,;:iautiqU.e, EHd Mentreal; Cafe Martin; 
L-es 0eux Cultures; cafe- Cavaner, Hotel de la sane; Edgewater Hotel; New 
Lotus, Chlnatoytm,Sbetburnetnn, Vermont; .B~u B Baro; ·GourmetCharcoaJ 
Pit and many ethers. • 
INFORMAL 91NfNG. THEATRES & HOTEJ.S: , . _ 
Gwrmet.~eel' Street11¥lsJ Montreat; King of the Pizza (3 locations) A. ~ W. 
Coffee S~eps; Ha~ey'g~Seaway Hotel, ~Jpine tnn, Laurentiens: La . .Peudnere; 
Centaur Theatre; Revue Theatre; and many others. · 
ENTERTAINMENT: Planetarium mow, Aquarium, Gray Une Montreal Tour, 

t,, Gray'.LJrie-Oll.leb'eo Tour;Seaway Heattt1 Ct,ntre; Nun's !sland Solt Club, .C~CF 
Rad.io600; Shelburne Museum, and many others, -
HELP your local Home & School Associatiotr and Ouetlec Fet:t-eratlon raise 
funds to bring down the affiliation fee. Further details f-ro111 federation €>ff ice. 

Encio~cl ls.a ctleq~-;/~one;~-;;;;a-;~b!; toO~eb$c ;;~(anon of Home & Sel'l~l~ctations 
in the"atnountof $_tor the purchase of --.-Premiere Passbooks at $7,,5r>each. 

NAME: ----~-------c....;...:-;;.;._..........:·-'-----,,----,...;..;....;;.-.;...._~-~-~--~ _..;;..•" -
A00RESS--------:-------....--------------
lfyou·are a Heme & School member, 
please stJte which Assn, you belong to: 

Premiere Passbooks may be pic~ed up and paid for at Federation Office. 
F 
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FROM 
THE LOCALS 

1\.t the F~deration-sponsored local 
presidents' supper meeting, and the 
local memberst;lip chairmen's 
workshop late in September, those 
present were asked to send notices 
and information on their meetings 
to Federation office so that they 
could be included in .this column. 
The response has been excellent, 
and this is what has been going on 
around the province. 

Stonecroft, in Pierrefonds, had an 
October meeting showing the film 
"The Test", followed by a discus
sion period. By means of a ques
tionnaire filled out by those 
present at the end of the meeting 
the .Executive was able to assess 
the topics their membership want
ed for following meetings. 

If there is one parent with child
ren in Westmount Park School not 
aware of what their Home & School 
has done, is doing, and about to 
do, no one can blame the Executive 
of the Home & School Association. 
They have prepared and circulated 
to all parents a "Handbook 
1970-71" setting out just what they 
do, and followed it up with a most 
informative NEWSLETTER. 

St. Bruno got the new Associate 
Deputy Minister of Education, Mr. 
John Dinsmore to speak at their 
opening meeting, on the topic of 
"Quebec's Education - where is it 
going in the 70s." They got a good 
attendance and excellent local 
press coverage. 

Seigniory Home & School has plan
ned auxiliary programs for the 
children in their school which in
clude the Montreal Symphony 
Concerts, Saturday French classes, 
and Youtheatre . as ~nrichment 
activities. 

Parents from Malcolm Campbell 
Rome & School in St. Laurent are 
reportedly suffering fCQ.IJ1 shock fol
lowing a recently held "Studen_t 
Dialogue Night - the students look 
at their school", when the genera
tion gap was apparently never 
more obvious. Another program on 
Student Dialogue is being held in 
November, and it's a fair bet that 
it will be well attended by parents 
and students alike. 

Wagar Home & School in Cote St. 
Luc opened their season with a 
program on the Cycle Two 
Program, and "French in our 

School". In December they will 
have an informational meeting on 
the community services available 
in the Wagar School area. 

John Rennie Home & School in 
Pointe Claire had a "Communica
tions Night" exploring_ the Cycle 
Two Program, visiting the various 
departments of the school in action, 
and generally informing parents 
what is going on in the school. 
The bulletin announcing this meet
ing gave much needed information 
to parents. 

Elizabeth Ballantyne announced its 
first meeting with an eye
catching, informative bulletin. The 
subjects covered, "teaching to 
read", and "The Junior Years". 

Hudson Home & School is in
corporating English Catholics into 
their association, and the students 
acted as guides to their parents 
on the "Meet the teacher and 
Courses" night. 
Logan has an attractive 1970-71 
Bulletin for all its parents. Events 
in the Eastern Townships, territory 
of area representative Maurice 
Hauser, are covered in a special 
feature in this issue. 

"~ReFvt., lleY 00/~A umE P/$5Bl'f7Al5 
().F ,1,//S Q/ll'N ?'t>J:WY. 11 

MDC is looking into the matter of 
government grants, both Federa
tion and provincial to the Protes
tant School Board of Greater 
Montreal, with respect to the 
promotion of better French teach
ing. Recently the P.S.B.G.M.'s ap
plication for a share of the 
$24,000,000 from the Federal 
Government to the Quebec 
Government to assist its accelerat-

ed French program, was denied. 

MONTREAL DISTRICT 
COUNCIL-
- Mrs.Denis Arrey President of MOC. 

'Jltscussion at a regular meeting of 
the Montreal District Council of 
Quebec Federation late in October 
covered a wide-range of topics. A 
priority, under intensive study by 
the MDC is the lack of a method 
for students to have photographic 
identification prior to school open
ing, to obtain a bus pass in order 
to purchase MTC bus tickets at 
redm. "Id prices. It will be remem
bered there were a number of un
pleasant incidents involving stu
dents and bus drivers early in Sep
tember. 

In the areas of planning and action, 
MDC is searching for improved 
methods of maintaining strong 
lines of continuity and communica
tion within the local associations, 
and with MDC and Quebec Fede
ration. MDC Vice-President, Hof
man has prepared a TIME-GUIDE 
Study paper that is a step in the 
right direction and this will be 
circulated to local association ex
ecutives in the Montreal area. 

MDC is also reviewing the area 
representation of the associations 
under its jurisdiction in an effort 
to bring the representation on 
Federation's Board of Directors 
up t<? full strength. 

Students who know 

what's happening today 

make better citizens tomorrow. 

<Die fflontreol Star 
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MR.GUY SAINT-PIERRE SCHOOLING IN THE '70'5 

The following are excerpts from the text 
of speech by the Minister of Education, 
Guy Saint-Pierre-. ~Yhich he delivered on 
September14 on the occasion of the begin• 
ing of the new school year. Speaking to 
representatives of the press. the Minister 
commented on the return to school of al· 
most one third of the population of Quebec 
(1.8 million studettts this year at the vari• 
ous educational levels). He also indica
ted a number of orientations to be taken, 
under his leadership, by the system of edu• 
cation of Quebec during this year of the 
seventies. 

... 3J t has appeared to me that 
the opening day of Quebec's 
schools is an event which deserves 
a special mention. On this occasion, 
my thoughts go to the many who 
are concerned by education, either 
directly or indirectly. On the day 
when so many people (1,800,000) 
(almost one third of the population 
of Quebec) take up similar activities 
almost at the same moment, I think 
it is appropriate that the Minister, 
as the person ultimately res
ponsible, should go out of his way, 
to some extent, in order to give 
a clear indication of what the main 
orientations will be and express more 
clearly his intentions and ob
jectives ..... The return to school 
in 1970, therefore, is something a 
little special, for in a way it an
nounces and prepares the ten years 
tocome. 
The new decade of course, comes 
immediately after the preceding 
one, and it is no secret that the 
years 1960-70 were of capital im
portance for the system of educa
tion of Quebec and brought about 
many changes, one might even say 
many disruptions. While the sixties 
saw the birth of a new school sys
tem, during the seventies the new 
school system must become able to 
learn to live. After changes in ex
tent and volume, it must undergo 
change in depth. 

During the sixties, there were ad
ministrative reforms, structural re
forms, legal reforms. There were no 
comprehensive secondary schools 
before; now there are a number. 
There were no regional school 
boards; nowthere are a number. 
There were no CEGEPS, now there 
are. There was no University of Que
bec, now there is. Little human or 

financial resources were used for 
education; now there are a great deal. 
There were relatively few students in 
academic institutions; now there are 
almost twice as many. 

Tbe schoorsystem has been proVid
ed with a roof over its head, so to 

~ spe~k, and With the necessary s~p
portmg structu~es. Ttilere remarns 
~or lt to make the required, aJtera
ticms within the waus, to make 'it 

ore-pieasaflt inside, warmer:, mare . 
ling, more, Javourat>le to seff

attalnment. 

I feel that we are entering a decade 
during which the school system will 
have to adjust its content and style 
to modern society. Now that it has 
been born, the school system must 
learn to live. This the seventies must 
enable it to do, otherwise, the school 
reform which was begun in 1960 may 
end up as a vast delusion. 
What does learning to live mean 
for a school system? 

As far as I am concerned, "learn
ing to live" means that the 
1,800,000 students in the school sys
tem must be able to learn all that 
they can possibly learn. 

From the point of view of the school 
system, to live is to take into con
sideration all the needs, interests and 
expectations of the students. 

To learn to live, -fortheschool system, 
means that the school is no longer a 
place where the young are bored and 
look forward to nothing but the ring
ing of the bell, and the end of the 
period. 

to li.¥, meanllllf'fha~-the 
:parttt 

Yfde the 
, ung With tbe etJectuaJ to,ofs 
hich they ru,ed in order to umder .. 

stand tbe complex t'lature of the 
worlaaroatidJhem. 

As I have already said, the school 
should also prepare those who are 
in it today to become more happy 
in the society of tomorrow. Are 
both the school and the school sys
tem able to meet these needs and 
attain such great objectives? 

This, I feel, is the main challenge 
of the seventies. On the day when 
the students are returning to school, 
questions like these are of im
mediate interest. If the school sys
tem, - if you yourselves, - if I my
self, cannot work out solutions to 

these problems, one does not need 
to be a prophet_ to predict that the 
decade now opening before us will 
not come to an end without the 
young having dropped out from 
school, either because the school 
was overtaken by sclerosis or be
cause it has become the temple of 
learning, a temple one gazes at 
from afar but into which one does 
not enter, for fear of disturbing its 
impressive and perhaps dubious 
stillness ..... 
A system is a combination of com
ponents which are related to one 
another and are arranged so as to 
make possible the attainment of spe
cific objectives or purposes ..... 

The teachers, the students, the 
parents, the facilities, the financial 
resources, the Department of Edu
cation, the textbooks, all constitute 
so many parts, at various levels 
of the school system. When any of 
them fails, the entire system is 
affected ..... 

I think it is obvious that the proper 
operation of the school system is 
based upon the interdependence of 
several contributing factors. I do 
not wish to dwell upon this ob
vious truth, but as a new school 
year is beginning, it is well to re
member that the billion and a half 
dollar budget of Education in 
Queb_ec is almost entirely ad
ministered by partners or associa
tions of the Department of Educa
tion, not by the Department itself. 
This is a fact of life. It requires 
that all our efforts be oriented 
toward the same direction, toward 
objectives known to all, clearly de
termined and expressed, which 
constitute the ultimate reason for 
the very existence of the school sys
tem. All parts of the system, that is, 
the officials of the Department, the 
teachers, the parents, and the 
students, should therefore, I feel, 
have a very clear perception of the 
objectives of Education in Quebec .. 

Essentially, the school reform 
during the sixties was oriented 
toward making education more de
mocratic and more accessible, that 
is, making it possible for each and 
everyone to enjoy the benefit of 
public education whatever his 
ethnic origin, social status, geogra
phic location or religious denomina
tion. In addition, another objective 
of the school reform was to adjust 
education to individual potentiali-



ties . and capacities; in other 
words, the school reform was 
designed to do away with the mould 
in which traditionally the young 
were cast, so that they could 
develop individually their capacit ies 
and skills. Thus the student would 
go his own way 1nstead of under
going an indoctrination of sorts re
sulting in a mass-produced mind . .. 

We must fling wide the doors of the 
school system or develop a new 
type of school where a realistic view 
of life is adopted. The schools must 
be in close contact with reality. The 
school system must not be shut 
up in an ivory tower where it will 
wither aw~ and die. 

Is it not evident that many real
life situations, many media that are 
not specifically educational, have 
a far greater influence on the 
student than any textbook? He who 
travels learns his geography. He 
who manages a school co-operative 
gets to know accounting. Psycho
logy or sociology can be ap
proached through social or socio
cultural work. Documentary films 
may be used to great effect. You 
are all familiar with the films made 
by Commander Cousteau. What 
course or what manual could vie 
with them? 
I could give many more examples 
of a similar nature. Some moments 
ago, I mentioned that the schools 
should be pervaded by ideas com
ing from the outside. I would go 
even further. I firmly believe that 
schools should not only encourage 
such undertakings as those men
tioned above, but that they should 
go a step further and give them 
official recognition by putting them 
on the same footing as the regular 
academic courses .. . .. 

As I was saying, the school system 
must see the realities of life and 
of the labour market. But it must 
also be fully aware of what the 
future holds in store and prepare 
to meet the challenge. Instructional 
and mass media should become 
increasingly familiar to school au
thorities and teachers. The teach
ing profession can no longer turn 
its back on technology or show a 
lack of interest in it. The Depart
ment recently approved a multi:
media project for adult education 
which will continue the work b~gun 

by TEVEC. Within a few weeks I 
shall be in a position to give further 
details about this new programme 
which will make use of television, 
radio and the printed word. 

When I said that Quebec's school 
system must look to the future, 
I implied that certain vital sectors 
of the system would have to be 
developed to such an extent that 
Quebec would become a fully
fledged member of the North 
American community, as well as a 
business partner for other countries. 

Culture and the different informa
tion media will have to be taken 
into account. This means that the 
school system cannot afford to 
neglect the different media which 
enable man to know exactly what is 
going on in every part of the world. 
A ceaseless flow of information and 
stimuli of every kind engulfs both 
adults and students. School author
ities must realize that on account 
of this many people become avid 
seekers after knowledge. What part 
will the school play in the dispens
ing of knowledge? The first 
thought that comes to my mind is 
that the school system must get this 
great chaotic mass of data organiz
ed. It is evident that schools no 
longer have a monopoly of in
formation and never again will 
have - a fact which they will have 
to accept. In the situation that 
prevails, the system will have to be 
revamped so as to include, side by 
side with the traditional teaching
learning process, other objectives 
equally important, yet to be 
defined .. . .. 

I have already announced that I am 
going to make a tour of the dif
ferent regions of Quebec. I want 
to dialogue with those who are in 
the thick of the fight. I hope that 
we will be able to have a thorough 
discussion of the different items 
of a general nature which I have 
already alluded to. In particular, 
I would like to know people's 
opinions on student affairs, chan
ges in curricula, participation and 
consultation and the new ob
jectives to be attained in the '70s. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS~ 

Jin line with increasing service to 
members, your Executive has been 
looking at membership services that 
can be provided at no extra cost and 
that will be of benefit to some of our 
members. 

One avenue that is being explored is 
that of charter flights. With a mem
bership of over 17,000 families, 
there should be enough people in
terested in overseas travel to justify 
the organization of charter flights 
at low cost. Needless to say, only 
reputable airlines will be asked to 
provide such service. Plans are pre
liminary at the moment, but we are 
having a travel agency look into the 
possibility of the following charters 
in 1971 . 

An Easter holidays charter 
flight to Barbados in April 
A three-week group affinity 
flight to London in June 
A two-month charter flight from 
early July to late August to 
London 
A three-week charter to Paris in 
July 
A three-week charter to Amster
dam in August 

Dates are not yet firm, but any 
members who may be considering 
overseas travel in 1971 and who 
may be interested in any of these 
flights are asked to drop a line to 
Federation office, attention Dept. 
H, as it is expected that these Char
ter flights may fill up quite early 
and seats will be offered on a first
come first-served.bas-it. 

Q.A.P.S.B. appointment: 
Congratulations to Mr. L.K. 
Bentley, recently elected Presi
dent of the Quebec Association of 
Protestant School Boards. Mr. 

_ Bentley was chairman of the 
Greater Sorel Protestant School 
Board until September 1970, and 
remains a member of that Board. 
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MEET YOUR 
AREA REP. 

MAURICE HAUSER 

<ij!'he area representatives of Quebec 
Federation form a most important 
link in the chain of communica
tion between the local associations 
and the Federal Executive. One re
presentative, who has the largest 
geographic territory to cover, and 
is making an outstanding contribu
tion to the locals in his area, and 
to Federation, is Mr. Maurice 
Hauser of Cowansville. Born and 
educated in Pennsylvania, U.S.A., 
Mr. Hauser came to Canada in 
1932 and is presently employed by 
Bruck Mills Ltd. Mr. Hauser is 
also president of the District of 
Bedford Home & School Associa
tion. 

Mr. Hauser, works very hard for Home & 
School for instance, in the last week of 
October his itinerary included a 
meeting with the Cowansville 
Protestant School Board, a meet
ing at Mansonville Home & School 
Association, a meeting at Sutton 
Home & School Association, a 
meeting at Farnham Elementary 
School, and a meeting of his local 
Home & School Association. The 
following week he attended a 
general meeting of the Heroes 
Memorial (Cowansville) Home & 
School Association, joined Federa
tion President Doreen Richter for a 
meeting at Waterloo School, and 
attended a meeting at Bedford 
Home & School. 

Thanks to Mr. Hauser each of the 
events that Home and School in 
his area undertakes, are getting full 
press coverage in both French and 
English! 

Of one thing the Home & School 
Associations in the Eastern Town
ships can be certain, Mr. Hauser 
never misses a Federation Board 
Meeting, or any special meeting _ 
called by Federation. The concerns 
of the membership in his area are 
brought to the Board of Directors, 
and he is extensively informed on 
Federation affairs. He has recently 
been extended an open invitation 
to attend Federation Executive 
Meetings as an observer; so that 
even greater communication is 
maintained. 
A salute to Mr. Hauser for his keen 
interest and outstanding en
deavours. 

,_", /f 
~~ 

TONY CORNFORD 

Area Representat!ve Tony Cornford, 
who represents the Home & 
School "-ssociations in the Cha
teaugU!lY region has brought a 
new dimension to his community. 
At his suggestion, active repre
sentatives of Home & School as
sociations and Parents' Associa
tions f'iave combined forces and 
have formed a Guidance Board that 
has been working together for over 
a year to bring a certain amount 
of cohesio·n in the programs that 
these associations are presenting. 
It was felt that this unity was need
ed in order to develop a deeper 
sense of community co-operation 
on the part of all concerned 
parents. With this effort, much has 
been done to bridge the communi
cation gap that always exists be
tween different segments of the 
community, - the elementary and 
high school, - the Protestant 
Associations and the Catholic As
sociations, - the Administration 
and Teachers, - and the parents 
and the students. 
The objectives are three-fold: 

1. Child Study Committee - that 
will survey the needs of parents 
and children within the com
munity and put into effect some 

recommendations in the fotm of 
programs. 

2. Leadership Workshops -which 
will provide the future executives 
that are badly needed by aH orga
nizations. 

3. Program Committee - that will 
hold three Joint Meetings per year 
with the quality of speakers that 
one school or association alone 
could not bring out. 

The unity of this group, as in others 
which are corning about in the 
Chateauguay community, is only 
one part of the realization that it 
is no longer possible to remain an 
island unto oneself. 
Representation from the following 
schools form the Guidance Board: 
Robert Jobber, Centennial Park, 
St. Pauls, St. Willibrord, Vanier, 
United Church Caughnawaga, 
Mary Gardner, Catholic School 
Caughnawaga, Julius Richardson, 
Howard S. Billings High School, 
Area Director, Quebec Federation, 
Director of Parents Association 
for Catholic Education, and many 
other educators. 
It is obvious from the reports which 
Mr. Cornford has presented to the 
Board of Directors that this type 
of co-operative action by all sectors 
of the community is having valu
able results. 
NEXT ISSUE: Tony Downs from Three 
Rivers. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 

.l\ t the end of September, Home 
and Schoolers from the Maritimes 
and other provinces met in Bad
deck N.S., to celebrate the 75th an
niversary of the founding of the 
first Home & School movement in 
Canada. White representatives 
from Quebec were unable to be 
present, a special telegram of greet
I ngs was sent. 
It was Mrs. Mabel Hubbard Bell, 
wife of Dr. Alexander Graham Bell , 
that first inspired and guided the 
formation of the movement. At the 
ceremonies, life memberships in 
Home & School were presented to 
three grandchildren of Dr. and Mrs. 
Belt. 

The Honourable Allan J. Mac
Eachen, Minister of Manpower and 
Immigration was the main speaker 
at the celebrations. Following this, 
there was a tree planting ceremony 
and a memorial wreath was placed 
at the cenotaph an the hillside 
where Dr. and Mrs. Bell are buried. 

The special commemorative 75th 
Anniversary Medal referred to in 
the first issue of the NEWS this 
season will be available to Home & 
School members shortly and the 
price is •$3.00 each. All orders must 
be prepaid and sent direct to the 
Nova Scotia Federation of H-Ome & 
School Association Box 337, Truro, 
N.S. 

Ministers of Education Meet. 

The Council of Ministers of Educa
tion of Canada held their third an
nual meeting in Edmonton this Fall, 
prior to the opening of the confer
ence of the Canadian Education 
Association. Curriculum areas dis
cussed by the Council included 
Canadian studie·s, student transfer-

- ability and mobility, and informa
tion regarding drugs, pollution and 
consumer education. (The Montreal 
daily newspaper carried information ' 
of what is being done in this connec
_tion in schools in Montreat, during 
the week of October 19th) The 
provinces agreed to second a provin
cial curriculum specialist to dev.ote 
full time co-operation on these cur
riculum matters. The financing of 
elementary, secondary and post
secondary education was also 
discussed. 

Canadian Education Association 
Meets: 

Canadian Home & School President, 
Vic Dotten, officially represented 

Home & School across Canada at 
the Annual Convention of the Cana
dian Education Association in Ed
monton recently. Addressing the 
delegates, CAE President, Mr. F. T. 
Atkinson called for the examination 
of school systems recognizing there 
are many things schools cannot do, 
e.g. teach a code of ethics when 
society lives differently. He sugges
ted that old methods of adminis
tration were obsolete and there was 
need for greater participation and 
involvement in committees, - more 
dialogue between students and ad
ministrators, especially at the sec
ondary school level. Students want
ed to have their voices heard and 
share in decision-making. Teachers, 
too, were not ready to accept the 
old tine and staff relationship. The 
principals were at a cross roads - to 
be instructiona• leaders as they 
should be, or become business man
agers only. He suggested that edu
cators should be more ready to share 
leadership, if only to convince others 
that their ideas were valid. 
Mr. Dotten met informally with re
presentatives of the Canadian As
sociation for School Superinten
dents and Inspectors, the Canadian 
School Trustees Association and the 
Canadian Teachers Federation and 
a basis for closer co-operation was 
arrived at, which included the neces
sity of circularizing important publi
cations between national off ices. 
Mr. Dotten has been delegated to 
arrange a similar meeting at the 
next CEA convention . 

~ 
... ..4 l'rXTAILE CO,t.()12 r11; ()IH1A/,. C{JMPVrell. 
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Congratulations to John Parker, a 
past President of Quebec Federa
tion, and now principal of Meadow
brook School In Lachine, who was 
re-elected by acclaimation to 
Seat 2, Notre-Dame de Grace, in 
the recent City of Montreal civic 
elections. 

Q.A.S.A. 
Mr. W.G.S. Stafford, recently re
tired as a school administrator, has 
been appointed Executive Director 
of the Quebec Association of 
School Administrators. Mr. Staf
ford and Mr. Heywood (who has 
an article in another part of this 
issue) discussed the role of the 
principal at Federation's last 
Board Meejing, and faced up to 
some very direct comments from 
some of the directors. 

IN-MEMORIUM 

MSGR. ALPHONSE•MARIE PAI\ENT 
Througtfouftiie past ten y~r.i there·have 

!Jeell many Report& Ql'CSught forth fQr chilnge 
in Education, - the GQldan~rg Report; 
the Syme Report. lhe Halt--Derlnls Report, 
to name .onty fl fff'I that have eme,98(1 
from nearby provlnm • and in Quet>ec 11:iere 
W the Parent IR~. which has exerted 
an unprecedefl\ted Influence on -educati'On 
rn this-province~ 

"r'Nre la n~ doubf that the ihJlueoce of 
~sgr. P,arent will be felt In education in 
,Quebec, for mt\AY years ~ ~ome. The .con .. 
c,pts -qt contlnuo~ 9rog~. chlk:f-centred 
education and ..• reglQnallzatloo' to pi:QVlde 
more opportw:uties for fhe. chttdten of this 
province are- not 11nlqoe, t,ut . ttie wort of 
Msgr. Parent and his commtulon i$ lmlnedla• 
!ely respon$Jb!JJ for pµttlng th• eonc~ts 
rntopractlce In Quebec. 
. Wl1b . a vis,iQn not atways .-appa(ent In 

educational riJp()rtS, M~r ;earentrecog!'flZed, 
loog before- it became popular -pbilOliophy, 
the n~ty f~r com. m">nlty involvement lo 
the educations, processes of ow- children. 
~ore than any other Report, hla· emi>haslzes 
the role of the parent as an educator, arid .as 
~ integral ~art or tile education picture, 
He recagnlzed · that: the Ivory towet aspects , 
o.f edu~don were no longer viable In a world 
of Instant communication' and of media cap~ 
able of mass, education ofi• l!:lnd ·never be
fore experienced. He realized the importance 
of a meaningful education that develops the 
,w.~ole child, not just hfs capacity,for memo
nz1ng, and the absolute necessity of involving 
the parent In education to accomplish this 
aim. · · 1 · 

·Few people are glven suc:h an apportu
nlty to exert such fnfluence on the future. 
Msgr. Parent discharged his obligations to 
the future with wisdom and ' strength. He 
will long be remembered as a maJor inno
vatQf In ''The Quiet Revotution". He com
mands the ntSpect of au citizens of this 
province. ·· · 
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FROM STE-ADELE. 

THE ANNUAL 
MEETING AND 
CONFERENCE 

province, which results in some 
difficulty for regionalization in 
these areas. These areas are re
presented by some 33 small school 
boards which represent some 
5,500school children. 

There are presently only four total-
ly regionalized areas within the 

OF THE QUEBEC 
_ASSOCIATION Qf 
PROTEST ANT SCHOOL 
BOARDS. 

Protestant system - Gaspesia, 
Lakeshore, Greater Montreal, and 
Greater Quebec. 60% of our school 
population is presently administer
ed by 2 Regional Boards. Presently 
within our system there are 24 

<7lT' boards with no schools to adminis-
\!.J, he seclusion of the beautiful ter and 42 boards with less than 
Laurentians on October 16th and - the required 225 pupils needecl to 
17th was a welcome respite from meet the norms for J:liring a prin-
the tensions of Montreal that week- cipal. While much regionalization 
end. Your President was indeed has taken place, there are still 
grateful for the invitation from the operating in the province 1,102 
Q.A.P.S.B. to attend their annual school boards, which is a far cry 
meeting. But perhaps it was the from the 55 regions proposed 
very remoteness of the place that under Operation 55. 
lent an atmosphere of conservatism Some of tt)e deterrents to region-
to the work that went on that week- alization were listed, and local 
end. The Annual Business Meet- pride seemed to be the most dif-
ing started the Convention, and dicult to overcome. Careful atten-
some of the problems which will tion to local representation at 
be encountered in the negotiations the regional level seemed to be the 
with teachers in the coming year best counter to this deterrent. 
were brought to the attention of Boards that have regionalized have 
the members. Our own resolutions found benefits in resource potentia-
which were d:rected toward School lity, educational opportunity for the 
Boards and Administrators were -students, administrative opportu-
presented in mimeograph form, nity and betterment, and some 
and were placed on the agenda for financial benefit. 
the next executive meeting. Mr. F. Armitage, Chairman of the 
The President's Report pointed out Halton County Board, (Burlington-
that the possibility of unified ~Oakville area) in Ontario spoke on 
boards was likely with the new le- the benefits and shortcomings of 
gislation on educational structures regionalization in their area. 
that might be proposed by the Ontario's program of regionaliza-
Ub·eral Government. It is the stand tion was imposed by the Depart-
of the Q.A.P.S.B. that such unifica- ment of Education in 1967 when 
tion is contrary to the constitutional 1450 school boards were cut back 
rights of the Protestant community. to 150 boards. His talk emphasiz-
However, school boards were urg- ed the need for planning and for 
ed to re-group and amalgamate setting goals by a regional board 
voluntarily to concur with · the to accomplish the benefits that can 
government's desire for regional be derived from such structures. 
administration. This would bring a Mr. Dinsmore, Associate Deputy 
secondary benefit by maintaining Minister of Education, spoke for 
the identity of the Protestant the Minister, who was unable to 
system. attend the annual banquet due to 
This same re-grouping of school the severe restrictions on travel-
boards was discussed by a panel ling placed on ministers of the ca-
in the afternoon, and it was pointed binet under present security. His 
out that 96% of the Protestant talk teuched on the new legislation 
school population lies within four which will be brought forth in the 
major areas - Montreal, including new year by the Minister of Edu-
the surrounding areas, the Town- cation concerning the structures of 
ships, the Quebec City area, and administration. Once again, the 

under one school board. The De
partment is, however, still 'listen
ing' and the legislation has not 
been finalized. 

Technical and Vocational Educa
tion was the subject of panel dis
cussion on the Saturday morning, 
and Mr. Gallagher, Director
General of Dawson College, Mr. 
T. Blacklock, co-ordinator Tech
nical and Vocational, P.S.B.G.M., 
Mr. K.D. Sheldrick, Executive 
member of the Q.A.P.S.B., and 
a member of the P.S.B.G.M. and 
Mr. K.A. Dixon, Director Technical 
and Vocational Education, Cha
teauguay Valley Regional School 
Board, presented the program
mes which are presently being of
fered at the High School and 
CEGEP levels. Concern was ex
pressed by the membership present 
that insufficient support was being 
given to these programs by the stu
dent body, that not enough con
sultation was taking place between 
industry and the educational ins
titutions, and that the huge cost of 
trade and technical training could 
perhaps be shared by industry 
through more 'on the job' instruc
tion. 

SIMPSONS GREAT 
SHOPPING TRIANGLE 

fAnM[W f'OINTI CWlll US GAi.HiES D'MJOU 

You'll 

Enjoy Shopping 

at All 3 Stores 

You'll enjoy shopping at 
Simpson's ... Downtown, 
Fairview, and Anjou! Big
store assortments and ser
vices are yours for home 
and family - every item 
is backed by Simpsons• 
guarantee: Satisfaction or 
Money Refunded. 

DOWNTOWN 

FAIRVIEW POINTE-CLAIRE 

LES GALERIES D' ANJOU the Chateauguay-Ormstown area. direction indicated was towards 
The remaining 4% is scattered unification of the various educa- ALL3STORES 
widely throughout the rest of the -tional systems of the province OPENTHURSDAYAND ---------------.L.---------------L----:.:FP JAYN'_G_HT_s_u_N_n_L9 ____ _. 



TOWARDS 
ACCREDITATION? · 

ffl' he Department of Education has 
issued a new directive to School 
Commissioners and Trustees, Di
rectors General of Schools and 
School Principals concerning exa
minations for 1970-71. A review of 
directives indicates a decreasing re
liance on departmental examina
tions for assessing a student's 
competence. 

At the elementary level, the direc
tive states "Elementary school 
tests will be prepared for students 
in the sixth year of elementary 
school in all sectors, French and 
English, Protestant and Catholic. 
In providing these tests, th_e aim of 
the Department of Education is to 
obtain information useful both to 
the Department and the schools 
concerning the development of stu
dents in certain basic skills. These 
tests are Intended to furnish In
formation, and should not consti
tute the sole criteria for promo
tion, or for classification in the 
secondary school." 
(The underlining is ours - Ed.) 

Teacher and school assessment 
will play a much larger factor in 
the promotion of students at the 
secondary level. A system of 
"quintile" evaluation is to be es
tablished. That is, for each course 
taught by the same teacher, the 
candidates will be arranged in five 
grqups (quintiles) according to 
their final standing in the course. 
A passing grade will be accorded 
to each candidate who achieves a 
score greater than 40 and less than 
50 in the examinations of the De
partment of Education, provided 
that the candidate stands in the 
first three quintiles of his class, 
as reported by his school. 

Both the marks achieved by the 
student on his Departmental exams 
and from his school board or school 
will appear on the statement of 
marks sent to the student. No sup:. 
plemental examinations will be 
given. 
There are three means by which a 
student may obtain a mark if, by 
reason of sickness or other reason 
accepted by the School Board and 
the Department, he is unable to 
write the Departmental exam. 

Parents or students who are in 
doubt about the operation of this 
new system should confer with the 
principal of their school. 

NEW SCHOOL 
COMMISSIONERS 

:J})f[rs. H. Anne Usher, and Mr. H~gh 
E.P. Quetton have been appointed 
to the Protestant Board of School 
Commissioners of the City of 
Montreal, and will serve as well 
on The Protestant School Board of 
Greater Montreal. 

Mrs. Usher's appointment is for a 
five-year term; Mr. Quetton will 
serve for two years, completing 
the term of the late -Mr. J. Trevor 
Thompson. 
Mrs. Usher has played an active 
part in Home & School affairs and 
helped to form the Better French 
Committee of Quebec Federation. 
More recently she has worked -in 
co-operation with the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Montreal, 
to enlist the support of parents and 
school commissioners in establish
ing and expanding "French
immersion" facilities ·in English
speaking schools. 

Mr. Quetton is a member of Home 
& School Associations in Montreal 
and Westmount. Among other edu
cational activities he teaches in 
McGill University's adult pro
gramme, and interviews seniors ap
plying for Yale. He is Chairman 
of the Education Committee 
(English), of the Canadian Public 
Relations Society of Quebec. 

'fHERE AAE $OMS THINGS IN llFE 
YOU DON'T '• 

LEAVE TO CHANCE 
••. LIKE YOUR CHILD'S FUTURE. 

Does" your child find it difficult to get 
down to hi-s school work, re130atedly 
come in with tow marks, and get com
plaints from his teachers? 
Any one or al I of these may indicate a 
learning problem. It can be solved by 
by professional counselling. 

Ronald Cayne. B, Sc,, M. Ed., 
Director Qf tJ:,e 
Lake$hore Cotmsetling Cent,r, 
will ·help. Y® he'lp your child. 

Oontt let your ehi,ld drop out of the 
stream of lifEl. Let the Lakeshore,C oun• 
selling Centre work With yc>u,.yourchild 
and his teachers to get him a real start 
in life. 
F9.t person.at cotJ$UIU1tion and more 
lnfortnati<fn~ conttu;J t: 
Robert Cayne., 8.·Sc •• M. Ed., CJirector, 
The Lakeshor~ eounseUing Centre 
Provineiat As$<>eiation of Protestant 1i 

Tt!aChers Bui'ldil)g -
245 Hymus Blvd •. , 
Pointe Ctaire, Montreal, Quebec 

R'- 6·97-4108 {24 l,our telephone .ae,v ice,) 

MONTREAL BOARD 
EVALUATES FRENCH 
PROGRAMS IN ENGLISH 
SCHOOLS: 
Dr. L. Goldberg, a former president 
of Russell Home & School Associa
tion, and former area representa
tive for the Mount Royal area, and 
Mrs. Charlotte Steinberg, area re
presentative for the Cote St. Luc 
area of Montreal, will represent 
Quebec Federation and serve with 
others on a special commjttee of 
impartial citizens to evaluate 
French programs in the English 
schools under the Protestant 
School 'Board of Greater Montreal. 
This committee, organized by the 
Greater Montreal Board, will carry 
out a thorough wide-ranging study 
of the Board's policies and prac
tices of the currrent methods· of 
teaching French. It will assess the 
effectiveness of the programme of 
instruction in French as a second 
language, in relation to the 
pressing need today for high school 
graduates to be competently bi
lingual as citizens in the City of 
Montreal and the province of 
Quebec. 

Appointed as secretary of this 
special committee is Mr. C.T. 
Teakle, a former consultant in 
French for Protestant Schools, and 
recently retired as Joint Secretary 
-of the Superior Council of Educa
tion. 

SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF 
EDUCATION MEETS AT · 
MASSEY-VANIER HIGH 

SCHOOL {COWANSVILLEJ 
- Mrs. J. I. Howes, Publicity Chairmf!n, 

Heroes Memorial Home & School 
Association. 

On Thursday October 15th, a most 
important meeting .was held at_ Mas
sey-Vanier High School. On this d~y 
a joint meeting of the two commit
tees of the Superior Council of Edu
cation heard a dialogue between 
Protestant and Roman Catholic re
presentatives of parents, religious 
leaders students and teachers on 
the subject of Moral and Religious 
instruction being offered in the 
school. 
This is the third time- in one hun
dred years that the Committees, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic, of 
the Superior Council of Education 
have met in joint session. 
The areas covered in the discussion 
were - content of the religious cour
se, methodology, materials being 
used and the make up of the moral 
course (which is being offered as a 
separate subject on the Bedford side 
of the High School). 

(Cont'd on Page 12), 
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SUPERIOR COUNCIL MEETS (Cont'd. 
from Page 11) 

It was suggested that the approxi
mate goal of the educational objec
tives of these courses is academic 
but the ultimate goat will be in the 
role of character development and 
will encourage student growth to 
take place. 
A senior Bedford student felt that 
it mattered not what religious deno
mination a teacher belonged to, ra
ther that the teacher be a good liste
ner and one vJho will act as a re
source person. However, according 
to this young person, numbers of 
students in each class were prohibi
tive and he felt that the structure of 
the course was for those who were 
unaware. He expressed the opinion 
that as the course is presently struc
t_ured little growth in understanding 

P.A.P.T. CONVENTION 
Tribute to the teachers in our 
schools was paid by "the silent 
majority" of students when Dunton 
High School students presented a 
mural to P.A.P.T. to open the 
convention. The truly moving sta
tement by the student who made 
the presentation focused the atten
tion of the convention directly on 
the people whom it most concerned 
- the students themselves, who 
have "no voice in and no control 
over their own education". 

The keynote address by Rabbi Bas
kin provided more challenge than 
inspiration. Entitled "Children in 
our Changing World", the Rabbi 
clearly delineated the problems 
which education faces today in 
providing for the needs that stu
dents have as they enter a world 
changing at speeds unknown in 
tim~spast. 
The programmes which followed, 
whether on scientific disciplines or 
the humanities, attempted to tackle 
these problems, with varying de
grees of success. · 

is being offered to those who read 
newspapers, listen to news reports 
and are aware of society's problems. 
A member of the staff expressed the 
thought that the course attempts to 
approach the students by having 
them - a) define problems, b) disco
ver why they exist, c) ask what so
ciety is presently doing to rectify 
these problems, d) offer to do some
thing constructive about these pro
blems when they take their place in 
society. 
The frank discussion and exchange 
of ideas which took place made 
those who listened as representa
tives of the two cultures realize that 
we could listen to each other's phi
losophy of moral and religious ins
truction and appreciate that each 
has its place in the lives of our young 
people today. 

The Saturday morning session 
opened with Dr. Victor Goldbloom, 
representing the Minister of Edu
cation, and Mr. John Dinsmore 
presenting a panel of members from 
the Department of Education, 
headed by Mrs. Francoeur. The 
"Regime Pedagogique" was dis
cussed, with members of the 
P.A. P. T. expressing their concern 
that the "Regime" would develop 
a rigid educational pattern within 
which the philosophy of Regulation 
I would be lost. 

In his opening remarks, Dr. Gold
bloom mentioned that new legis
lation for re-organizing school ad
ministration in the province would 
be presented to the legislature soon, 
with the intention to have it passed 
by February. He said that there 
would be definite means within the 
legislation for continued English
language bargaining units for the 
teachers and for a large measure 
of pedagogical control of English
language schools by that commu
nity. He could ~ot elaborate fur
ther until the legislature has re
ceived the proposed bill. 
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