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FAMILY LIFE AND MORAL EDUCATION Part of the session by Margaret 
Capes and Connie Midd leton-Hope 

■ • • it's all about growing up • • • 
The "dire" necessity of knowl

edge-dire in the sense of 
dreadful or imminent-the need 
to know-to know is to decide
to decide implies a choice- for to 
choose is to commit oneself to 
action or to non-action. This is 
what we expect young people to 
do-we expect them to know and 
to decide-to choose. 

The growing crisis in educa
tion reveals that young people 
are searching for values. They 
are constantly bombarded by 
value systems-those of their 
parents, their peers, their 
school, the media and society. 
They are under constant stress 
to know others, to know them
selves. They are urged to be 
drugged, sexed, turned on and 
turned off. 

We invented teenagers. A re
cent article in The Gazette of 
Montreal made an amusing com
parison between teenagers and 
anteaters. We didn't invent the 
latter, but the article pointed out 
that the teenage phenomenon is 
of recent origin. 

Parents want young people to 
be like them, only better. They'd 
like them sanitized, cream-of
wheat-wholesome, deodorized 
and, especially, happy. And at 
the same time parents want chil
dren to be knowledgeable, skill
ful, pcised and successful. 

Meanwhile we, as adults, fail in 
business, cheat on our income 
tax, jump red lights, worry a lot , 
eat or drink too much, drive 
without seatbelts, curse our 
neighbors, rail at the govern-

ment. the school and the Police. 
But we fill our chur-ches on 

·Sunday-well, at Easter anyway 
-or our synagogues. Of course, 
none of us here are really like 
that. We talk of moral values, 
those which traditionally we 
have defined as those desired to 
be achieved by and for our chil
dren-values like fair play, hon
esty and sharing. 

Yet there is more. What we 
really want is that our children 
acquire the ability to discrimi
nate, to differentiate, to sub
stantiate, to decide. They need 
suppcrt from the home, the 
school, the church and society. 

When we talk of moral educa
tion I maintain that there is a 
body of knowledge or content 
which has to be learned. It may 
be literary, philosophical. liturgi
cal, cultural or historical; but it 
has to be learned. Intuition is 
often our sole basis for action "if 
it feels right", but society has 
pcisoned that to-mean "if it feels 
good, do it". That can mean to 
hurt, to maim, to squander, to 
pollute, to destroy. 

Is there a moral , rational way? 
I think there is more. If we go 
back to that "dire" necessity to 
know, then there is a need for 
content, a need for learning how 
to decide, not on what to decide 
- a need for skills in making 
choices. 

The basis for the program in 
moral and religious education 
being implemented in our 
schools translates the idea of 
making choices into activities, 

learning activities, and that in
cludes a knowledge of the reli
gious phenomenon, of religious 
culture, an emphasis on the re- . 
spect for individual differences, 
different cultures and different 
attitudes. It is an all-encompass
ing and sometimes difficult pro
gram and requires commitment 
on the part of all of us. 

I maintain that our young peo
ple need to enrich their world ex
perience through multisensory 
activities, through art, music, 
reading, rhyme and dance. The 
psychology of learning indicates 
that doctrinal teaching, moral or 
religious, is inappropriate for the 
child in the early stages of con
ceptualization. The child is 
rather in a state of readiness, 
but he wants to know- he wants 
to know about his total environ- ' 
ment. cultural, moral, social and 
religious. It isn't enough that the 
school suggests that all good 
teachers automatically provide 
this enrichment. There is a need 
for a definite focus, a definite 
t ime. appropriate methods and a 
commitment by all of us
parents and teachers. 

How can you as parents rein
force moral values in the school? 
Seek out your school committee, 
your school principal, your board 
- ask if the program is being im
plemented. Is there a consultant 
at your local board who is re
spcnsible for moral and religious 
education? 

If you think it is worthwhile, 
don't let your school say no if you 
want a yes. 
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Editorial comment 
Insist only on the best in education 

Many a romantically inclined heart has been 
stolen while entertaining notions of euphoria 
and bliss. And many a tale has been told of the 
young man (or woman) who, when examining 
the same situation in a more sober light, ex
plained the lapse- away by saying, "I lost my 
head." 

Fortunately Quebecers, although wooed with 
promises that got vaguer as time went on, did 
not lose their heads; rather, they used them. 
During the past month many politicians have at
tempted a mass seduction of the populace by 
playing to the emotions and to what they identi
fied as the gullibity of the average citizen. Much 
to the disappointment of the premier and his 
party, the average citizen was not as deceived 
as thought. The referendum vote was a demon
stration of a clearly thought out, level-headed 
decision of a populace not taken in by months of 
myths, hypocrisies and lies. 

reference to education and its institutions. The 
present government would have us all believe 
that it is through the beneficence of the govern
ment that the English language educational sys
tem derives its existence. Many believe that the 
generosity of the present and past departments 
of education have provided the funds, curricula, 
texts, buildings, supplies and salaries necessary 
for the maintenance of that system. A minimum 
of research and intellectual exercise would 
show that this is another myth designed to have 
an emotional appeal. The justification for much 
of the Plan d'Action and other educational 
reforms has an emotional rather than an in
tellectual base. 

MAJOR 
CHANGES 

ARE BEING 
MADE WITHIN 

QUEBEC'S 
EDUCATIONAL 

SYSTEMS 
, AGREE WITH THEM 

OR NOT 

The same emotional appeal is often used in 

Home & Schoolers, indeed anyone concerned 
with education in Quebec, need to give any plan 
careful scrutiny, measure it against the high 
educational standards of the past, reject it if its 
only support is visceral and insist on only the 
best education for all. 

JOIN H and ·S 
AND BECOME INVOLVED 

Is your citizenship expendable ? 
' This is the second part of a four-part speech _to be reproduced in the News. It was prepared and 
delivered by Dr. Winifred Potter, School Commissioner, PSBGM. 

PART II: BILL 101 

Bill 101 is officially called the 
"Charter of the French Lan
guage". Normally a charter 
grants rights and privileges, 
but this charter grants nothing 
new to the French language in 
Quebec, nothing that it did not 
already have. What Bill 101 
does do is curtail, restrict and 
take away rights of long stand
ing from English-speaking 
Quebecers. * · 
* The term 'English-speaking 

Quebecer' or 'English-speak
ing community' includes not 
only those of English origin, 
but those Quebecers of other 
ethnic backgrounds who, re
gardless of the language 
spoken in their home, use Eng
lish as their public language. 
Article 1 makes French the of-

ficial language of Quebec. 
Article 7 makes French the 

language of the legislature and 
the courts of Quebec, in deliber
ate defiance of Article 133 of the 
BNA Act. This alone should 
have caused the federal govern
ment to act. 

Articles 122-128 establish a 
commission to "determine or 
change the name of any place in 
an organized territory." Eng
lish names which remain will 
not have an official status. 

Bill 101 attempts to cover up, 
erase and diminish the visible 
presence of the English lan
guage on the streets, in business 
and commerce, in stores, every
where the general public life of 
the community is in progress. 

Signs, posters, commercial 
advertising shall be solely in 
the French language (article 
58). ** Catalogues, brochures, 

•• Numbers in brackets refer to 
specific articles in Bill 101. 

folders and similar publica
tions must be drawn up in 
French (53). 

Bilingual product labelling is 
permitted, but French must be 
given equal prominence with 
the other language used. Extra
ordinary situations can arise 
from this situation. Imported 
tobaccos labelled 'tobacco
tabac' in accordance with 
federal government regulations 
have been refused by the Que
bec authorities because the 
French word is not written 
first. Last Christmas a list of 
toys and games which were 
banned was circulated to mer
.chants because Article 54 for
bids the selling of toys or games 
using a non-French vocabulary 
for their operation. For some 
reason too last Christmas "glit
ter" was gone from the store 
shelves. Was the word untrans
latable? So the news went out 
that Rene Levesque had taken 
the glitter out of Christmas and 
changed Santa Claus to Pere 
Noel. 

Bill 101 's labelling rules 
make certain specialty items 
such as health tobaccos for peo
ple with heart conditions and 
diabetic foods commercially 
uneconomic, hence some of 
these articles are no longer sold 
in Quebec. Good-bye to the 
diabetic lady and her husband 
down the street who have 
moved to Ontario. Hail to the 
proprietors of little shops who 
make trips to Ontario to pick 
up merchandise for their reg
ular customers-a new form of 
contraband! 

Silly, counterproductive 
situations like these are created 
by Bill 101. How does this im
prove the status of French in 
Quebec? 

Take the case of ornamental 

~ Quebec Home & School 

~- NEWS 
Published by the Quebec Federation of Home and School Associa
tions, 4795 St. Catherine Street West, Montreal H3Z 1S8. Tele
phone (514) 933-3664. 

EDITORIAL BOARD: Layout, Gordon Perry; Advertising, Sandra 
Keightley; Focus on the Locals, Articles, Re-write, Policy, Ale1 
Morris, Joan Mansfield, Gillian Hayes, Syd Dutton, Fay Richard
son; Editor, Dorothy Chant. 

Legal Deposit Quebec National Library 

flower beds with the initials of 
an educational organization 
spelt on one side of the walk in 
English, on the other side in 
French. 

"They have dug up the Eng
lish flowers," spluttered a. 
friend. How funny. How ab
surd. But ... how racist. 

Since signs, posters, commer
cial advertising "shall be solely 
in the French language" the 
unilingual English signs have 
to come down. In a panic some 
shopkeepers hastily paint out 
the English on their signs or 
tape over the English words. 

"The language police came to 
my shop," the local cleaner tells 
me. "They took a picture of my 
electric sign hanging in the win
dow. It had the words 'dry 
cleaner' on it. I had to take out 
'dry cleaner'. Now the sign is 
nothing at all-just an electric 
circle." 

Some stores have dispensed 
with signs. This was the adver
tisement one storekeeper ran in 
a local English weekly: 

My sign is down 
REMEMBER-LOU'S 

But big business gives in easi
ly. 

The huge Molson's Brewery 
sign which hung high, perpendi
cular in east end Montreal is 
changed-gone the apostrophe 
S and BREWERY-Molson, an 
English merchant and entrepre
neur who in 1834 was the first to 
run a commercial steam pow
ered boat on the St. Lawrence! 

Some of the large super
market chains have viciously 
eliminated English within their 
stores. Covered over with large 
strips of black adhesive in a 
deliberately ostentatious hurt
ing way, English is treated as if 
it were pornographic, an ob
scenity to be kept from view. 

Some supermarket chains are 
definitely not on our side! 

Even food signs necessary to 
health have gone unilingual: 
fresh-looking, but defrosted 
meat is so designated only in 
French. What if, I ask, the Eng
lish-speaking customer does not 
recognize the word for 'defrost
ed' in French? He might re
freeze the meat and then get 
food poisoning. The meat man
ager shrugs. 

Over the loudspeaker comes a 
special-in French. I wait. No 
English. But Bill 101 has not 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 
forbidden stores to speak Eng
lish! Yet there is no announce
ment in English. "Aren't the 
specials for your English-speak
ing customers too?" I ask. The 
clerk looks uneasy. Racism is 
not easy to defend. 

Montreal, I tell myself, is the 
third largest English-speaking 
city in Canada. But because of 
Bill 101 the English-speaking 
areas of Montreal, and those 
'ethnic' areas where English is 
the lingua franca, are showing a 
French fac;ade which is not true. 
Quite literally, the English
speaking communities in Mont
real are being covered over and 
hidden away. 

Bill 101 makes French the lan
guage of the civil administra
tion; this includes the govern
ment, government departments 
and agencies, municipal bodies 
such as city, town, village and 
county corporations and all the 
agencies under their jurisdic
tion, also school boards, health 
services, social services. All 
agendas, minutes, notices of 
meetings, etc. even of English 
school boards and English
speaking town corporations 
must be in French. Appoint
ments and promotions are de
pendent upon the 'requisite 
knowledge' of French. 

In my own school board, the 
largest English board in Que
bec, implementation of the 
francization measures will en
tail an initial expense of some 
$450,000 for francizing names, 
signs, etc. and for the hiring of 
six additional translators (we 
already have two); subsequent 
yearly expenses will amount to 
some $250,000. Is this money to 
come out of our educational 
budget? 

Bill 101 makes French the lan
guage of labor relations, of the 
semi-public agencies, i.e., "the 
telephone, telegraph and cable
delivery ·companies, the air, 
ship, autobus and rail transport 
companies, the companies 
which produce, transport, dis
tribute or sell gas, water or elec
tricity, and business firms hold
ing authorizations from the 
transport commission." 

Bill 101 also makes French 
the language of professional 
corporations. 

Bill 101 establishes the Office 
de la langue franc;aise "to see 
that the French language be
comes, as soon as possible, the 
language of communication, 
work, commerce and business 
in the civil administration and 
business firms." (100) The Of
fice de la langue franc;aise over
sees the francization program 
which is described as follows: 
(141) 

The francization program is 
intended to generalize the 
use of French at all levels of 
the business firm. This im
plies: 

(a) the knowledge of the 
official language on the part 
of the management, the 
members of the professional 
corporations and the other 
members of the staff; 

(b) an increase at all levels 
of the business firm, includ
ing the board of directors, in 
the number of persons hav
ing a good knowledge of the 
French language so as to 
generalize its use; 

(c) the use of French as the 
language of work and as the 
language of internal com
munication; 

(d) the use of French in the 
working documents of the 
business firm, especially in 
manuals and catalogues; 

(e) the use of French in 
communications with 
clients, suppliers and the 
public; 

(f) the use of French ter
minology; 

(g) the use of French in 
advertising; 

(h) appropriate policies 
for hiring, promotion and 
transfer. 

Each business firm of 50 em
ployees or more must hold a 
francization certificate proving 
that the firm is applying a fran
cization program which will 
achieve the objectives listed 
above (136). Penalties for a busi
ness firm which does not hold 

Continued on page seven 



SCHOOLS TEACH 

... but parents set attitude 
(Extract from an address deliv
ered to a general assembly of 
parents) 

We often talk about the fact 
that education is a cooperative 
venture between tne parents 
and the school. Many people 
think that that is just a nice ex
pression but doesn't really 
mean that much. The school 
committee that will be formed 
this evening is just an official 
recognition of that fact . 

The real cooperation takes 
place between the individual 
parents and the school. Each 
one has a job to do. 

The formation of the chil
dren's character is something 
the parents do-not the school. 
We help towards that, but the 
biggest part is the result of the 
work of the parents. The will
ingness to work, self-control, 
respect for other people and 
their property, respect and at
tention to authority, the desire 
to learn and do well in school
are all things that children 
learn from their parents. 

The school's job is to teach, 
period. We can't do the job qf 
the parents and the parents 
can't do our job-that's why 
they send their children to 
school. But that doesn't mean 
that once the children come to 
school the parents' job is fin
ished. 

Being a parent is a tough job 

Now I know that being a 
parent is a hard job. I know 
because I have three children of 
my own. It's a job that involves 
a great deal of responsibility 
and self-sacrifice, especially 
nowadays when all of society 
promotes the idea that every
body should do whatever they 
want whenever they want to, 
and never give up anything. 
But, as all of you know, to be a 
good parent involves a lot of 
sacrifice.::....we can't always do 
what we want; we can't buy 
everything we want just as soon 
as we want it-and all that be
cause we have children and we 
have to give them what they 
need-and that doesn't mean 
just buying them things. We 

have to give them our love, we 
have to be around when they 
need us, we have to support 
them and show our interest in 
what they're doing, we have to 
help them with their problems, 
we have to correct them when 
they are not behaving and we 
even have to punish them some
times. With responsibilities 
like that it's no wonder there 
are fewer and fewer children 
around these days. But all of us 
who have children know that 
all these difficulties are worth 
it because of the love that we 
have for our children and -the 
love that we get in return. 

Parents' job most important 

No matter what anyone says, 
the parents' job is still the most 
important one. When the chil
dren come to school with a g45od 
attitude towards studying, 
when they act with a sense of 
self-control and responsibility, 
with a willingness to listen and 
to work, the credit certainly 
belongs to the parents. It's a 
sure sign that they have done a 
wonderful job! 

But we also get children in 
school who don't do these things 
-and in large part, we at the 
school can't do very much about 
it. The teachers and principal 
certainly work at it, but it's an 
aspect of education-and prob
ably the most important one
that only the parents can ac
complish effectively. 

Education is indeed a co
operation between the parents 
and the teachers, but the big
gest and most important part is 
still the parents. We can help
but without the work that you 
do we really can't do very 
much, and without it what we 
do doesn't accomplish what it's 
supposed to. 

The encouragement, the direc
tion and the control that 
parents give their children is 
certainly not wasted but will 
result in continued good work 
in school and even better re
sults in the future. 

By John Reiser, principal, 
Lawrence O'Toole 

SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF EDUCATION 

· Watchdog on 
education in Quebec 
"The prime responsibility for 
maintaining contact between 
the educational system and a 
changing society, for indicat
ing what changes should be 
made and for initiating long 
term planning, falls upon the 
Superior Council of Educa
tion." - The Parent Report 

FOUNDATION 
The Superior Council of 

Education was set up at the 
same time as the Ministry of 
Education, in 1964, by .a sepa
rate act of the National Assem
bly, as an independent organ
ization which is in no way 
oriented, controlled or directed 
by the Ministry of Education. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The SCE has 24 members who 

are appointed by the Lieuten
ant Governor in Council after 
consultation with the religious 
authorities and those associa
tions or organizations deemed 
the most representative of 
parents, teachers, school ad-

ministra tors and socio-eco
nomic groups. Two of these 
members are the chairmen of 
the two confessional commit
tees. All members of the coun
cil, with the exception of the 
chairmen of the two confession
al committees, are appointed 
for an initial four-year term of 
office, renewable only once. In 
conformity with the confes
sional nature of Quebec educa
tion, at least 16 members must 
be Roman Catholic, 4 Protes
tant, and one must be neither 
Roman Catholic nor Protestant. 

MANDATE 
The SCE has two principal 

purposes: 
Prospective - to put forward 
new points of view concerning 
education policy, to make ir~a
ginative suggestions and to co
ordinate education at all levels. 
Advisory - to advise the Minis
ter of Education, on its own in
itiative or at his request, on 
regulations which the latter in
tends to adopt . Since 1964 the 
SCE has submitted over 100 
briefs (recommendations to the 
Ministry of Education). The 
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PRESIDENT'S 
-MESSAGE 

CAL POTTER 
President 

In mid-May delegations from all ten 
provinces met at Brock University in St. 
Catharines, Ontario for the four-day an
nual conference of the Canadian Home 
and School and Parent-Teacher Federa
tion. Quebec Federation, as usual, sent its 
full complement of representatives to par
ticipate actively in the submission, discus
sion and approval of the reports of provin
cial associations and of the various nation
al committees, such as those on bilingual
ism, task force on drug and alcohol use 
and abuse, international year of the child, 
smoking and health survey, etcetera. 

One cannot spend four days in such ac
tivities without developing a keen aware
ness of how much QFHSA has in common 
with the federations of other provinces in 
terms of culture and objectives. Yet de
spite the pride we feel in what we have 
built together by all the provincial federa
tions pulling together, and the unique col
oring that cooperation has given to the 
educational quality of Canadian life, still 
QFHSA, although one of them, is in a way 
apart. It was illustrated by an incident at a 
reception in a student residence lounge 
after a late meeting. It was a brief fellow
ship hour, and by 11 p.m. many delegates 
were trailing off to their rooms. Others 
surreptitiously gathered in a corner where 
there was a television set to turn on The 
National. The newscast was predominant
ly about the forthcoming referendum and 
we naturally commented on it to each 
other. And then suddenly I realized-all 
but one of us were from Quebec. Obvious
ly the referendum had much more signifi
cance for us than for the others at the con
ference. Although Anglo-Quebecers are 
part of the English-speaking majority in 
Canada and share their culture and pride 
of achievement, they are also a linguistic 

minority in Quebec and as such have anx
ieties and priorities not shared with the 
Canadian majority. 

These impressions were still fresh in my 
mind when I arrived back home and again 
turned on The National. There was Pre
mier Levesque explaining that the non
francophone minority was part of the 
English-speaking majority in Canada, the 
problem of Canada was that it had a 
"double-majority", and francophones 
should give the Quebec government a 
mandate by voting a majority 'OUI'. 

The problem with Levesque's definition 
is that it is incomplete. A francophone ma
jority is not necessarily a Quebec majority, 
and he negotiates for all Quebecers, not 
only for the linguistic majority. Claude 
Ryan recognized this in calling for a double 
majority for 'NON'. He recognized what in 
QFHSA's brief on Bill 101 in 1977 we 
called the nature of Quebec and Canada. 

In perchance the 'OUI' is a .provincial 
majority on May 20, it is very unlikely to be 
a double majority in Quebec. With whom, 
then, will Levesque negotiate? One gets 
the impression the Pequistes are thinking 
of sitting down with Pierre Trudeau, Marc 
Lalonde and Jean Chretien. They se~m to 
think the English-speaking majority will be 
a silent spectator to the dismantling of its 
country. 

The feelings and pride of English 
Canada have been underestimated. But I 
am not alarmed. I have faith in the good 
sense of the electorate and in the special 
coloring of the Canadian compromise that 
has enabled the French and English to get 
through the past 200 years without signifi
cant violence. The coloring is something 
truly of which all Canadians can be proud, 
and I trust it will continue to hold fast. 

SCE is a counterbalance or 
watchdog on the government 
bureaucracy of education. In 
order to fulfill this mandate the 
council has instituted the fol
lowing measures: 
i) four permanent commis

sions each with 14 members 
named separately from the 
council: elementary, secon
dary, university, adult (the 
collegial commission now 
superseded by the new 
Council of Colleges). 

dations to the Minister of Edu
cation, and to make regulations 
in accord with their mandates. 
The Associate Deputy Minis
ters, Catholic and Protestant, 
are ex-officio associate mem
bers of their respective confes
sional committees. 

• to establish regulations rela
tive to moral and religious 
education within such insti
tutions; 

• to approve from the moral 
and religious standpoint all 
programs, textbooks and 
teaching material used for 
teaching within these institu-

ii) Public audiences held an
nuaily in different areas of 
the province. 

iii) An annual consultation 
dealing with dossiers of ma
jor concern. 

THE CONFESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE 

In addition to the four com
missions two confessional com
mittees are likewise an integral 
part of the council: the Catholic 
committee and the Protestant 
committee. The membership of 
the confessional committees is 
named in the same manner as 
the council. 

The confessional committees, 
unlike the commissions, have 
mandates clearly defined by the 
Act and are at liberty to define 
their own priorities, recommen-

The duties and powers of the 
confessional committees as de
fined by law are: 
• to draw up regulations allow

ing educational institutions 
to be classified as either 
Catholic or Protestant; 

• to recognize confessional 
educational institutions as 
Catholic or Protestant, as the 
case may be, and withdraw, 
where necessary, such recog
nition; 

- tions; 
• to approve programs, etc., 

used for teaching moral and 
religious education and to 
make regulations regarding 
the qualifications of teachers 
of such programs; 

• to make recommendations in
dependently and directly to 
the S<i;E and/ or the Minister 
of Education. 

Bumper ~ticker 
Safety Campaign 

The following schools have made donations towards the bumper 
stickers. QFHSA would like to publicly thank them: 

Asbestos-Danvill•Shipton, Beacon Hill, Beech• 
wood, Courtland Park (SL Brunol, Crestview, 
tcole Good Slleplltrd; Gl111C111 Marold- Napper, 

Howick, Hull, Meadowbroo•, Ormstown, SL 
John Fisher, SL Jude, Somerled, Summerlea, 
Sunnydale, ViYian GIiham, Windermere. 
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FESTIVAL LENNDXVILLE 

Canada is its stage 
One of the bravest Canadian 

dreams gave birth to Festival 
Lennoxville, the dream of first 
class productions of Canadian 
plays. A self-evident vision? 
Not in the complex milieu that 
is Canada's cultural heritage. 

The findings of the 1951 
Massey Commission prepared 
the ground for the growth of the 
Canada Council wbich, in turn, 
nurtured the development of a 
strong, nationwide network of 
theaters . Audiences swelled 
and a demand for theater began 
to be felt. A national theater 
school was established; univer
sity drama departments 
thrived. Publishing houses 
began to specialize in Canadian 
scripts and periodicals to cover 
and to comment on the excite
ment. Small experimental thea
ters sprang up in converted 
churches and garages to explore 
and develop the work of Cana
dian dramatists. Theater was 
flourishing. 

a maximum effort, a major 
theatrical enterprise that 
would emerge with all the 
assuredness that comes from 
professional excellence. 

And the best came to cele
brate the phenomenon: Robert
son Davies, W. 0. Mitchell, 
Michel Tremblay; actors 
Donald Davis, Francis High
land, Monique Mercure; direc
tors John Hirsch, Bernard Hop
kins, Richard Ouzounian, John 
Wood; designers Michael 
Eagan, Phil Silver, Guido Ton
dino . . . to mention a few. Plus 
the untold and unsung talents 
of first-rate administrators, 
stage managers, technicians 
and apprentices. 

By the end of 1979 Festival 
had presented 27 Canadian 
scripts to audiences in excess of 
200,000, toured, engaged in co
productions with Neptune 
Theater and the New Play Cen
ter-and prompted critics to de
clare the company "the equals 
of Stratford and Shaw". In less 

than ten years the dream had 
proved not only sound but 
vital, alive and growing. 

What keeps the dream alive? 
Hard work, the energies of a 
tremendous number of people, 
a continued commitment to the 
idea that Canadians can com
pete demonstrated in the 
staunch support we receive 
from our audiences. 

In 1980 Festival is presenting 
W. 0. Mitchell's warm, home
spun comedy of manners, The 
Black Bonspiel of Wullie Mac
Crimmon, a gripping suspense 
thriller, I'll Be Back For You 
Before Midnight by Peter Col
ley, and Sharon Pollock's grip
ping drama of a hostage-taking 
incident in a Canadian peniten
tiary, One Tiger to a Hill. To 
subscribe to a dream-come-true 
or for further information re
garding Festival, you can write 
or call: Festival Lennoxville, 
P.O. 60, Lennoxville, Quebec, 
JlM lZE. 1-800-567-6153 (toll 
free), 1-819-563-4966 (local). 

It's back to the classroom for delegates attending the Greater Quebec con
ference . 

r-------------------------, I 
I 

BUMPER STICKERS 
ORDER 

Please send . . . . . copies of 
the QFHSA bumper sticker. 

Also please find enclosed a cheque for 
$. . . . . . . . to help defray the cost of these 
stickers. 

Please rush stickers to: 

NAME . ....... ... .............. .. .......... . .. . ..... . 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

PO CODE ....... . ... . ....................... . .. . ..... . 

L-------------------------J But twenty years after the 
Massey Commission Report, 
William Davis and David Rit
tenhouse felt something was 
missing from the Canadian 
theater scene-namely Cana
dian content. Too frequently, 
Canadian scripts had been rele
gated to second stage and ware
house productions-where they 
were often crippled by skimpy 
budgets and severe physical re
strictions. There were festivals 
dedicated to Shakespeare and 
Shaw, but nowhere did we cele
brate ourselves. 

What can parents of gifted children do ? 

Canada Council concurred in 
this dream to the extent that, in 
a departure from normal fund
ing policy, they agreed to grant 
Festival Lennoxville $8,000 in 
advance of a first season. Physi
cal substance was added to the 
dream through the good graces 
of Bishop's University. They of
fered, free of charge, Centen
nial Theater, one of the finest 
performing arts facilities in the 
country, office and shop space, 
in addition to untold quantities 
of goodwill and direct financial 
subsidy-a generosity they ex
tend to this day. 

Festival Lennoxville was 
born-a national theater deter
m~ned that it would not be a 
mere flag-waving exercise re
liant on simple nationalism to 
justify its exi;;;tence. It would be 

Ian Mackay gave some hints for parents of children who 
do things a little earlier, a little better, a little faster or 
maybe a little differently from most other children. 
1. Remember that he is a child first and gifted second. 
A five-year-old may be able to solve complicated mathe
matical problems but he has only lived five years. Only 
behavior appropriate to a five-year-old should be ex
pected of him. 
2. Don't compare him with other children. That would 
place on him the responsibility to live up to his image all 
the time, and is also unfair to the child he is compared 
to. All children are unique and special in differing ways. 
3. listen to him. If his questions are ignored his curiosi
ty may disappear. 
4. Show your child .the world-not just through books, 
but through observation and participation. Not just 
once-a-year field trips but daily outings to everyday 
places and everyday things, and don't just show him. 
Explain to the best of your ability and if you can't answer 
his questions try to find out where he can get the 
answers. Learn together. 
5. Let your child specialize if desired. Let him go as 
deeply as he wants into a specific subject for as long as 
he wants. And when has had his fill don't complain. Let 

him go on to something new. 
6. Don't force your child to be always busy. Let him 
daydream if he wants. A child does not have to be gain
fully employed every working minute. He needs a quiet 
time to synthesize what he has observed or read. Con
templation can be creative too. 
7. Praise your child for his efforts, not what he 
achieves. Inquisitive minds must take intellectual risks 
and this should be encouraged. A gifted child learns as 
much or more from his failures. 
8. Discipline is necessary for a gifted child. Just be
cause he may be brighter or faster is no reason to put 
up with unacceptable behavior or given greater conces
sions than other brothers or sisters. 
9. Don't put the burden of your own aspirations or un
fulfilled ambitions on your child. He may have other am
bitions, and even if he can easily fulfill the one which you 
assign him he might do even better in one he chose him
self and he would certainly be a happier, more fulfilled 
individual. 
10. Trust him with greater and greater responsibility, 
as he requests it. An intelligent child usually knows him
self and his capabilities, and if he feels he is ready for 
greater responsibilities he probably is. 
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-GREATER QUEBEC CONFERENCE 

Integrating the language arts 
in the elementary school 

Ms. Mary Clare MacAlpine, 
curriculum coordinator, ele
mentary languaBe ans, Quebec 
Ministere de l 'Education, gave 

. a stimulating information ses
sion on the new language arts 
program which is being devel
oped by the department. 

The program, Integrating the 
Language Arts in the Elemen• 
tary School, has been developed 
for language arts instruction in 
English language elementary 
schools across the province. 

"Language arts" is the term 
used to define listening, speak
ing, reading and writing. It 
underlines the importance of 
language and thinking as com
plementary processes the de
velopment of which are basic to 
effective communication. 

Each child comes to school 
with a background of experi
ences. The school must plan ac
tivities which contribute to his/ 
her experiential base, deepen 
his/her understanding, encour
age the development of his/her 
thought processes, and which 
lead to problem-solving and de
cision-making. For a child to 
experience this growth, the 
school must promote an open 
child-centered atmosphere 
which fosters the development 
of the total child. 

The language arts program 
builds on a child's existing 
language strengths by encour
aging each child to listen, to 
share, to react. It provides a 
context and motivation for ef
fective communication. 

Children must have the op
portunity to participate in a 
wide variety of language ex
periences. They must hear and 
read good literature; they must 
be encouraged to share their 
stories, oral and written; listen 
to and react to the ideas of their 
peers and teachers, and partici
pate in expressive activities 
such as role playing and crea
tive dramatics . Children need 
to experience the joys of litera-

ture. They need time to read 
quietly and they need time to 
reflect. 

The program Integrating the 
Language Arts in the Elemen
tary School is written for 
educators. It contains the 
educational philosophy, the ra
tionale for integrating listen
ing, speaking, reading and writ
ing, and the objectives for a 
language arts program. Sup
port documents will include a 
handbook for teachers and sam
ple literature units. The units 
are based on children's litera
ture. Each selection is read oral
ly to children and contains 

background information on the 
genre (e.g. animals, folktales, 
mystery, etc.), challenging 
questions to stimulate discus
sion, language explorations, ac
tivities for writing and creative 
dramatics, and extended activi
ties. The extended activities are 
intended tq encourage children 
to use and apply language strat
egies in other areas of the curri
culum. 

The program and support 
documents have been devel
oped jointly by the ministere de 
l'tducation and teachers, con
sultants and administrators 
across the province of Quebec. 

Programs for gifted children 
Ian MacKay, elementary 

specialist in guidance counsel
ling, Lakeshore School Board 
and Colin Tisshaw, assistant 
director of student services, 
PSBGM, spoke on what is being 
offered presently for gifted 
children in their boards. 

Mr. MacKay is presently de
veloping a program for gifted 
children at the Lakeshore 
Board. It is not presently a 
structured program. The Learn
ing Center is trying to focus on 
the teaching end, trying to in
terest individual teachers who 
are interested in the teaching of 
gifted children. They are en
couraging different experiences 
for the students, such as the Im
possibility Club, in which mem
bership is achieved by solving 
different types of puzzles in
volving logic, brainstorming, 
etc. 

DEFINITION OF A 
GIFTED CHILD 

The basic difficulty in prepar
ing a program for gifted chil
dren is the problem of identifi
cation and definition. What is a 
gifted child? Is it one with a 

high I.Q. and if so how high an 
I.Q. is required for a child to be 
defined as gifted? Mr. MacKay 
pointed out that of the 120 dif
ferent distinct aspects of intelli
gence which have been isolated 
only about seven can be identi-

fied by the average I.Q. test. 
Should the definition of a gifted 
child include creative children 
or a child who is brilliant in 
only specific subjects such as 
mathematics but only average 
in others? 

WHAT SORT OF PROGRAMS FOR THE GIFTED WILL 

BE POSSIBLE UNDER THE PLAN D'ACTION ? 

Colin Tisshaw pointed out 
that educators have the respon
sibility to pr.ovide the right, 
meaningful, relevant education 
for each student from one ex
treme to the other. The ideal for 
the gifted child is to provide the 
regular education plus some
thing extra. (The PSBGM de
fines broadly the gifted child as 
anyone who has demonstrated 
the capacity or potential to cope 
with more than the regular cur
riculum.) He spoke of the three 
possible ways to proceed: 1) en
richment within the classroom 
(the problem here is that there 
is a belief of many parents that 
all children could and should 
benefit from enrichment), 2) ac-

celeration (this works in se
quential subjects such as 
mathematics and science) or 3) a 
separate program (the problem 
here is that the MEQ does not 
provide the funds required for 
such programs). The programs 
presently offered in some 
school boards should be avail
able to all and parents should 
encourage the schools to use the 
community as its resource base, 
to encourage the study of non
academic subjects both in the 
school and in the field, to broad
en the horizons of gifted chil
dren and to encourage them to 
seek the challenge cf!' matching 
minds with other gifted chil
dren . 

Pages 

A mini-conference jointly organized by QFHSA's 
Membership Development Committee and Ste-Foy Ele
mentary School's Home and School/School Committee, 
headed by Dr. Thor Jacobson, area rep for the Greater 
Quebec area, was held at Quebec, April 12, 1980. 

There was a very representative turnout from the 
area including parents, teachers, school board mem
bers and administrators, including the director general 
and chairman of the school board. 

The topics which had been requested were 1) govern
ment legislation in education and its future effect on our 
schools; 2) integrating the language arts in the primary 
school and 3) programs for gifted children. 

Government legislation 
in education and its 
effect on our schools 

Owen Buckingham, 
QFHSA's Education Advisory 
Committee Chairman and prin
cipal of Seigniory Elementary 
School of the Lakeshore School 
Board, gave a thought-provok
ing scenario of what could 
result if-all the proposals of the 
Plan d'Action became law and 
were enforced in the strictest 
possible manner. For example, 
if the curriculum and timetable 
as envisaged were strictly 
adhered to there would be no 
options in Secondary I-IV in
clusive, and only one in Secon
dary V, which would effective
ly prevent Quebec high school 
students from attending any 
but Quebec CEGEPs (as they 
would lack the prerequisites to 
apply to colleges in other prov
inces or the U.S.) and this in 
turn would mean that subjects 
not taken in high school would 
have to be offered in CEGEPs at 
the expense of more advanced 
courses now offered as universi
ty prerequisites, thus effective
ly denying entry to universities 
outside of Quebec. He empha
sized that this was taking the 
gloomiest possible view of the 
future, and opined that he per
sonally had discerned a slight 
softening on the part of the de
partment in recent announce
ments. 

PLAN PRESENTS VIEWS 
OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

It was pointed out that the 
Plan d'Action, which is based 
on the Green Paper and White 
Paper, represents the expressed 
views of the members of the Na
tional Assembly, not the MEQ 
or the boards. The school 
boards and the administrators 
will have nothing to do with 
writing or choosing the curri
culum, but will only be charged 
with implementing the standar
dized curriculum which will be 
laid down. Teachers will, in 
future, be trained how to teach, 
but will be permitted no discre
tion as to what to teach. Teach
ing will be monitored by exams 
not to establish what the 
students have learned but 
whether the curriculum has 
been followed. In other words, 
teachers will be tested as to 
how well they are following the 
curriculum. 

MAINSTREAMING OF 
HANDICAPPED 

The government is calling for 
the integration of all handi
capped children into the regular 
stream of Quebec education. 
While this is laudable in intent, 
it does not take into account the 
widely varying degrees of im
pairment-physical, mental 
and emotional-nor does it so 
far provide for such students, 
nor does it make provision for 
the extra teachers required nor 
the extra training all teachers 
will require to handle the addi
tion of such children to their 
regular classes. 

UNIFORM TEXTBOOKS 
If the new requirement of a 

single textbook for each subject 
and for each child is imple
mented, then the curriculum 
will have to be watered down to 
the level of the slowest child in 
the class. There would be no 
provision for texts of varying 
degrees of difficulty. Another 
proviso in future is that all 
texts will be first written for 
the French side (by predomi
nantly French authors and con
sultants) and then translated in
to English for use in the English 
sector. (An exception would be 
the language arts program for 
the English side, as there would 
obviously be no parallel on the 
French side.) 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
IN SCHOOLS TO BE 

MORE COMPULSORY 
The orientation or ways-and

means committees, as called for 
in the Plan d'Action, will in
volve more parental involve
ment in the consultative pro
cess, if fully implemented. Over 
and above the involvement re
quired by law, QFHSA urges 
all parents to concern them
selves now with the implica
tions of the Plan d 'Action and 
to acquaint themselves with its 
recommendations before they 
become law and while parental 
input or criticism might possib
ly mitigate some of its provi
sions. 

JOIN H & S 
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HOME AND SCHOOL: 

'A force in education' 
Home and School is a link between the main partners in 
the education of our children-the parent and the 
teacher. This is the fundamental justification for the or
ganization, but its scope extends beyond these boun
daries as it aims for informed parents and teachers in 
the field of education and child development. Thus, 
parents may help to determine intelligently the quality 
of education their children will receive at home and at 
school, and in their community. 

The structure 
The local fee in Home and School automatically confers 
membership in: 
- the local association 
- the Provincial Federation 
- the Canadian Home and School 

and Parent-Teacher Federation 

Some statistics 
Letters Patent-10th February 1951. 
First association founded in Baddeck, Nova Scotia, 
1895. 
Canadian originator-Mrs. Alexander Graham Bell. 
Provincial founding dates: 
Ontario .. ... ..... . . . .. . .. . ... ... .. . ... . 1916 
British Columbia .. .... ... ..... . .......... 1922 
Alberta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... .... ... ... 1929 
Nova Scotia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. ..... 1936 
Saskatchewan . . ...... . .. .. . ... .... .... .. 1938 
Manitoba : .... .. ., .... .. . . ........... . ... 1943 
Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. .... . .... 1944 
New Brunswick . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .... .. . . 1948 
Prince Edward Island .. .... ... . . .. ......... 1953 
Newfoundland .. . ...... . ............ . .... 1979 
Northwest Territories affiliates with Alberta. 
Yukon affiliates with British Columbia. 

A Home and School or 
Parent-Teacher Association: 
Is concerned with all problems that relate to the welfare 
of the child in the home, school and community. 
Strives to interest all people in all children and to link in 
common purpose the home, the school and other educa
tive forces in the life of the child to work for the highest 
good. 
Learns at first hand all school conditions and all com
munity conditions affecting the child. 
Encourages all influences and conditions which will en
sure the growth and safety of the child. 
Works actively to supply to supply the school and com
munity needs by creating public sentiment which will 
favor and provide good teachers, good school equip
ment and adequate recreation for leisure time. 
Gives service to the home by training for parenthood 
and homemaking and to the school by adding parent 
power to the school power. 
Is a cooperative effort to produce Canadian citizens who 
shall be capable of perpetuating the best of our national 
life. . 
Promotes the study of issues germane to the education 
and welfare of children and youth and after discussion 
presents considered proposals to appropriate authori
ties and levels of government. 

Some of our activities include: 
1971-1978 National survey on the smoking habits of 
over 78,000 Canadian school children in 1971-72, with 
a follow-up survey of 100,000 school children in 1978. 
This survey was done with the cooperation of National 
Health and Welfare and the University of Waterloo. 
175,000 pamphlets were printed and distributed; these 
were directed to parents. 

1974-1978 Represented on the board of the Canadian 
Council of Smoking and Health. 

1976-1980 National surveys on priorities in education 
and guidance services in Canadian schools. 

1976-1980 The preparation and distribution of 
"Friendship for Peace" (international education) 
brochures to school boards and teachers in Canada. 

1972-1980 Represented on the executive of the Cana
dian Committee of the International Union of Family 
Organizations, and through them are represented on 
the board of directors of the 1.U.F.O. in Paris, France. 

1978-1980 Represented on the board of directors of 
the Children's Broadcast Institute involved in parent
child viewing programs. 

1978-1979 To mark our contribution to International 
Year of the Child, 1979 and with the assistance of the 
Department of Health and Welfare Canada, a study on 
Child Abuse and Neglect was conducted. 300,000 
pamphlets called "The Child . .. Everybody's Respon
sibility" were printed in English and French and 
distributed across Canada. A national conference on 
this subject was held in 1979. 

Benefits to local associations 
Home and School provides an opportunity to: 
• promote a fine cooperative spirit between parents 

and teachers in the community 
• promote a pride among parents in their school and its 

achievements 
• learn the philosophy, procedures and objectives of 

the school 
• participate in discussion groups on curricular 

changes, child development and new ideas in educa
tion 

• cooperate in group projects to aid in providing school 
needs 

• strengthen the child-parent-teacher relationship 
• organize leadership training programs 
• form and submit resolutions aimed at improving 

educational opportunities for all children 
• join forces with a great provincial and national 

membership with similar aims. 

Provincial benefits 
A provincial Home and School federation: 
• provides leadership in developing programs and pro

Jects 
• provides leadership training for local executive 

members 
• generates interest in the welfare of ALL children 
• provides representation in other education and 

welfare or~anizations 
• is your voice in presenting your resolutions to in

terested provincial agencies 
• works with the department or ministry of education 

in fostering understanding of current events in 
education 

• represents your province at the national level. 

National benefits 
The Canadian Home and School and Parent-Te~cher 
Federation: 
• is a strong voice, heard and respected by the federal 

government 
• presents national briefs and resolutions directly to 

federal ministries and national agencies 
• provides liaison with other national groups, for exam

ple Canadian School Trustees Association, Canadian 
Teachers' Federation, Canadian Education Associa
tion, Council of Ministers of Education Canada, Chil
dren's Broadcast Institute, etc., thereby presenting 
Home and School and PT A views to all interested 
organizations in Canada 

• is a cooperative organization where provincial repre
sentatives consult, promote and exchange ideas 

• strengthens the educational c[rcle by calling for 
equalization of educational opportunities for ALL 
children··in Canada. 

Peacock 
retires 

Donald Peacock, president of 
the Provincial Association of 
Protestant Teachers, an
nounced this spring that he 
would not stand as president 
for a third term. Mr. Peacock 
has devoted the past 14 years to 
activating and transforming 
the PAPT and has survived an 
airplane crash that claimed the 
lives of other union members. 
His term of office will be offi
cially over on June 30 and he 
will be succeeded by Harvey 
Weiner, who is presently presi
dent of the Montreal Teachers 
Association. 

DRIVERS ED. 

Canada wide 
Association 

The Third National Sympo
sium on Driver Education will 
be held in· the Sheraton Center, 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Sep
tember 12-14, 1980, immediately 
preceding the Canada Safety 
Council's 12th annual con
ference. This permits delegates 
to attend both functions at a 
minimum travel cost. 

Two goals have been delin
eated for the symposium: 

The first is to bring together 
persons with common interests 
in the field, high school driver 
educators and professional 
driver trainers for professional 
development purposes. 

The second is to work toward 
the establishment of a Cana
dian driver and safety educa
tors' association, the member
ship of which would consist of 
professional commercial driver 
instructors, high school driver 
education teachers and admin
istrators. The purpose of the 
proposed association would be 
the professional development 
of its members and the promo
tion of driver education and 
training throughout Canada. 

The symposium is bei1'g or
ganized by a steering commit
tee for the proposed associa
tion, with. the co-sponsorship of 
the Insurance Bureau of Canada 
and the Canada Safety Council. 
Symposium information can be 
obtained by contacting Dr. R. 
A . Mclnenly, Third Sympo
sium, Canada Safety Council, 
1765 St. Laurent Blvd., Ottawa, 
Ontario, KlG 3V4. 

Have a 

SAFE 
SUMMER 
STAY A LIVE 
STATISTIC 
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STOP would give environmental 
edµcation course urban perspective 

Since its inception ten years 
ago as a non-profit citizens' en
vironmental organization, 
STOP has given a high priority 
to environmental education. 

Recent developments in this 
field are especially encourag
ing. 

The Quebec Environment 
Ministry has establisned an 
education division which is cur
rently preparing pedagogical 
materials primarily aimed at 
the primary and secondary 
levels. Secondary schools may 
also apply for $100 grants_ as 
seed money for environmental 
projects. Such projects could in
clude the establishment of an 
environmental club, purchase 

Continued from page two 

such a certificate are heavy: 
$100 to $2,000 for each day of 
business without a certificate 
(206). 

Contraventions of other sec
tions of Bill 101 are liable to 
fines of from $25 to $500 for an 
individual, and $50 to $1,000 for 
a business. A subsequent of
fence within two years brings a 
fine of $50 to $1000 for an in
dividual and $500 to $5000 for a 
firm or organization (205). In 
addition, there may be costs, 
for example of the "removal or 
destruction of any poster, sign, 
advertisement, billboard or il
luminated sign not in conformi
ty with this act" (208). 

Such are the penalties for the 
crime of using English. 

Along with the punitive fines 
is the investigative organiza
tion created by Bill 101, the 
Commission de Surveillance, or 
language police (169). These of
ficials visit shopkeepers about 
their English signs and English 
usage, often intimidate them by -
photographing the offending 
English signs and issue them 
legal papers concerning their 
signs. Article 168 places these 
language police above the law: 
"the investigation commission
ers and the staff of the Commis
sion de Surveillance cannot be 
prosecuted for acts done in good 
faith in the performance of 
their duties." ' 

But Bill 10 goes further than 
merely instituting an official 
investigative organiztion; it in
vites the general public to in
form on those fellow citizens 
who, according to Bill 101, are 
illegally using English. Not 
only are such informers "en
titled to the assistance of the in
vestigation commissioners" 
(175), but they are granted 
anonymity (174). What a field 
day for slippery business com
petitors, disaffected employees, 
overzealous nationalists and 
anglophobes! What a way to 
promote the status of French! 

Most distressing of all are 
those articles in Bill 101 which 
reach out and direct the lives of 
our children in Quebec. Bill 101 
selects four categories of chil
dren who may attend English 
schools (73). 

of plants or the printing of 
posters or leaflets. (For further 
information, contact the Educa
tion Division, Quebec Ministry 
of the Environment, 201 Crema
zie St. East, 3rd floor, Montreal, 
Quebec H2M 1L2, or phone (514) 
873-3219.) 

Starting this September, the 
Ministry of Education will in
troduce a new compulsory 
course entitled "Ecology" at 
the Secondary I level (grade 7). 
This course was a recommenda
tion in both the green and white 
papers on primary and secon
dary education. STOP supports 
the principle of this ecology 
course but is concerned about 
its implementation. The pro-

restrictions in business, are 
'emigrating' to more hospitable 
spheres or are contemplating 
leaving. As those educated in 
Quebec leave, the pool of eligi
ble children evaporates and 
cannot be renewed by anglo
phone or other immigrants into 
Quebec. 

Bill 101 forbids other groups 
who in the past attended Eng
lish school from now doing so. 
Even when they have been in 
Canada for many years, and 
their children were born Cana
dian citizens, 'ethnic' parents 
cannot, under Bill 101, send 
their children to English 
schools; French-speaking par
ents, many of whom sent their 
children to English schools for a 
few years to ensure.a bilingual 
capacity for them, now cannot 
do so; and English-speaking 
parents from other parts of 
Canada or other English-speak
ing countries must send their 
children to French schools. 
Only if such English-speaking 
parents are transients in 
Quebec may they, at the minis
ter's pleasure, be allowed a 
temporary permit to enrol their 
child in an English school for 
three years. 

At the time of confederation 
the Quebec English realized 
how important for their sur
vival were their educational 
system and educational tradi
tions, and they strove to main-

posed course outline discussed 
food chains, cycles of nature, 
identification of trees, and field 
trips. Visits to Mont St-Hilaire 
and the Botanical Gardens are 
fine, but lack relevance to the 
urban environment. 

A tour of the local super
market could be equally benefi
cial. Students would be exposed 
to such environmental issues as 
detergent phosphates, food ad
ditives, pesticides, returnable 
vs. nonreturnable beverage cen
tainers, and overpackaging. 
Other field trips could include 
polluted beaches and the St
Michel quarries. The city is as 
much an ecosystem as is a peat 
bog, and perhaps more imme-

tain these with Article 93 of the 
BNA Act. More than any other 
institution it is the school that 
serves to maintain a communi
ty's identity, the school which 
provides a cultural bridge from 
generation to geQeration. The 
English educational system in 
Quebec has been the seedbed of 
the English-speaking communi
ty. 

But denied schools that are 
sensitive and supportive of 
their language, traditions and 
culture, a community has scant 
prospect of survival. This year, 
in the school board of which I 
am a commissioner, the Grade 1 
enrolment in our English sector 
is down by 22% from the pre
vious year; the kindergarten 
enrolment is lower by 30.3% 
from last year. It is the number 
of children in these early grades 
which is inaicative of our 
future, or our lack of a future. 
Under Bill 101 the English 
school system is arbitrarily and 
systematically denied its nor
mal and traditional clientele. 

If this trend continues, if Bill 
101 is allowed to run its course, 
the English educational system 
in Quebec will dwindle and die. 

The reality is that in Bill 101 
English schooling as a viable 
and self-renewing educational 
system in Quebec has literally 
received a death sentence. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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diate. STOP believes that each 
school board, school and 
teacher should be given suffi
cient flexibility to adapt the 
course to their local environ
ment. 

A wide variety of educational 
materials is available from 
STOP's resource center. 
Pamphlets, fact sheets and no
smoking posters are distributed 
free of charge. STOP also sells a 
number of publications, includ
ing Coming to our Senses. This 
is a sixty-page handbook on en
vironmental education specifi-

cally aimed at teachers in the 
Montreal metropolitan area 
and is applicable to grades 5 
through 11. Copies are $2.00 
each; add 40¢ for .mail orders. 
STOP members are kept 
abreast of activities and receive 
the quarterly magazine STOP 
PRESS. Annual membership 
dues are $10, $5 for students and 
senior citizens. Fo.r further in
formation contact STOP, 1361 
Greene Avenue, Montreal, Que
bec H3Z 2A5, or phone (514) 
932-7267 weekdays between 1:30 
and 5:00 p.m. 

Raise the f u11ds 
to outfit a classroom 

or a schoolful of cla~s. . 

We offer you a lot more than the world's finest 
chocolate. We also put the world's best fund 
raising directors on your team. We assign an 
expert to work closely with you throughout your 
fund drive. On the scene. Beginning to end. He 
provides leadership and direction. He helps 
organize your selling team, structure it, stimulate 
it. And provides sales aids-control sheets, 
charts, finance reports--everything you need to 
make your fund drive a smooth-running, richly
rewarding success. 

World's Finest Chocolate is success-oriented. 
A prestige name. Nationally known. A wide variety 
of products, each personalized for your group. 

For more information, call or mail coupon below to: 

N11m11 

Address 

City 

Org11ntz11tlon 

Robert Poirier 
C.P. 1213 St-Laurent 

Montreal, Quebec H4L 4Xl 
937-4826 

~ 
@}~ 

PROV. 

'kl~ d/.lAede CHOCOLATE, INC. 

When you examine the four 
categories you realize that three 
of these four categories are not 
self-repeating; the child already 
in English school will graduate; 
so will his younger brothers 
and sisters. Children of parents 
domiciled in Quebec during Bill 
lOl's passage with elementary 
English schooling outside Que
bec will not recur. Only the 
child "whose father or mother 
received his or her elementary 
instruction in English, in Que
bec" (73), that is, the indigenous 
anglo-Quebecer, will be self-re
peating. But many in this cate
gory, because of the languag~ 

································••·-------------------------
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FAMILY LIFE A 11 
AT HOME AND Ii 

lJRAL EDUCATION -
THE SCHOOL 

-Children do well 
when self-esteem is high 

This was an excellent work
shop presented by Margaret 
Capes, consultant in human 
awareness and moral and reli
gious education with the 
PSBGM, and Connie Middle
ton-Hope, Deputy Director 
General of the School Council 
of the Island of Montreal. Forty 
people attended this workshop . 
and the discussion period was 
stimulating. 

Mrs . Capes asked, "What 
would we like to see our chil
dren become?" Parents should 
be open, trusting and caring. 
They must be good listeners and 
really pay attention to what is 
being said, keep answers to 
questions simple and avoid 
double meanings. 

With pre-adolescents we must 
be realistic. Peer group often 
becomes more important than 

home. We must listen to their 
opinions and accept their 
values and realize they need 
help with long and short range 
goals. Parents should share 
their beliefs with their chil
dren. When you make a value 
judgement make sure you can 
back it up. Build self-esteem. 
Praise should be given freely, 
with no rider. The majority of 
teenagers do not feel good 
about themselves. If they learn 
to feel good about themselves 
they do better academically and 
respond faster. 

An excellent movie called 
"Taking Chances" was shown 
on contraception and premari
tal sex. A good discussion took 
place between panelists and 
parents. "No" is still the best 
answer and abstinence the best 
contraceptive. 

THE PUBUC SCHOOL DIL ~ -
ACADEMIC INSTnUTID. DR SURROGATE PARENT? 

. Apathy, academic progress 
are conflictiQg partners 

Mr. Clifford Ford, principal 
of LaSalle High School, felt 
that we compare too often, for 
we are dealing with a great 
degree of academic difference 
in children, and schools strive 
to do the best job possible. 
When we went to school society 
was simpler, roles were clear, 
most had homes with two par
ents. The church was impor
tant, police and the law were 
respected, drugs and alcohol 
were used by few, books were a 
major entertainment. Tradition 
dictated behavior and the 
school principal was a person to 
fear . 

Speaking of the school as a 
surrogate parent at the elemen
tary level, Mr. Stafford of 
Woodland Elementary School, 
with considerable experience as 
a teacher in disadvantaged 
areas, outlined the conflict of 
values, special social problems 
and their effect on academic 
achievement. 

Absenteeism is superficially 
a simple problem, but there are 
consequences. Courts and social 
workers will have to under
stand their roles and push or 
pull children to school. Perhaps 
curriculum will have to be 
made more relevant, for the 
children learn what they live 
and tend to follow parents' aca
demic level. 

Special social problems
poverty, poor clothing, dirt, 
lack of food, poor health-again 

take away from academic 
achievement. Cultural depriva
tion and differences in values 
because of origin are problems. 
The school must respond to en
rich the language skills. While 
children are sometimes victims 
of family conflict, they also ac
cept family responsibilities in 
troubled times. If the children 
are abandoned they are not in
terested in academic learning 
and the school must be the 
parent . 

Apathy-lack of parental in
volvement-contributes to a 
lack of academic progress . 

Should the school have t.o 
deal with socially maladjusted 
children when they reject the 
norm? Some children become 
aggressive and act out their 
frustration and insecurity in 
many ways-some with anger 
and others with tiredness (by 
falling asleep during class they 
can escape). Teachers need to 
c_ounsel parents and help them 
to organize their efforts with 
the children as children need to 
be organized in order to learn. 
The school must move towards 
the needs of their clientele. 

Mr. Ford continued with the 
problems at the high school 
level. The problems were the 
same but there were more of 
them in some areas. Parents are 
not fulfilling the needs of their 
~hildren. Parents don't know 
;heir role or they turn it over to 
;omeone else. He said that peo-
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Future is in the way we think 
A new political style and cli

matl! could emerge from the 
present referendum "trauma", 
giving Canada a collective task 
and ideal and leading it toward 
its rightful destiny, says Regi
nald K. Groome, chairman and 
president of Hilton Canada and 
general manager of the Queen 
Elizabeth Hotel here. 

Warning that the "potential 
for grave disruption is very 
real", he expressed confidence 
that Canada will find a solution 
to its present problems. 

''Seldom, if ever," he de
clared, "have we examined the 
causes of our national drama in 
such depth and sought ways 
and means of charting new 
directions. 

"In a sense, we have been 
forced to rethink our commit
ment to our country and our 
view of how it should be struc
tured. New ideas and new alter
natives are being generated and 
a good deal of flexibility has 
been revealed, as if we have 
recognized at long last that the 
laissez-faire of generations past 
no longer can be tolerated." 

Addressing the 36th annual 
general meeting of the Quebec 
-Federation of Home and School 
Associations at the Loyola 
Campus of Concordia Universi
ty, he declared: 

"No one can believe that all 
our problems would be solved 
by laws or regulations. What is 
most important, supremely im
portant, does not lie in the field 
of the printed word but in the 
sphere of the intangible, in the 
way we think. We, all of us, 
French- and English-speaking 
Canadians, are paying the price 
now for our attitudes of the 
past." 

However, most would agree, 
he went on, that despite 
Canada's failings, the political, 
social, and economic institu
tions which have evolved in 
Canada as the result of the 
presence of two cultures are 
"well worth preserving". 

"Canada is a better country 
than it would have been if Que
bec had not been part of it. Que
bec, too, is a better place today 
than it would have been had it 

' / 

:,le who have children have to 
:1.ccept an eighteen-year respon
,ibility to discipline, to love, to 
teach moral values. When this is 
not done the children become 
the school's dilemma, for they 
must take up the slack. Physi
:al needs must be looked after 
before the child can learn, be it 
food, clothes, medical atten
tion. In cases of pregnancy, 
abortion, social disease, the 
children turn to school person-

not been part of Canada. The 
association of diverse tradi
tions, values, styles, and ex
periences has made us a ·richer, 
more varied, more open and, in 
the final analysis, more 
creative society." 

He called the present crisis "a 
collective experience of the sort 
which, in the long run, cements 
ties among people, enters their 
group and national conscious
ness, and facilitates joint . ef
forts and common enterprises." 

He emphasized, however, 
that the referendum had given 
rise to "a new and dangerous 
period-a period in which our 
own past experience provides 
little guide to action or under
standing, a period in which the 
civility and tolerance on which 

nel for help and referral. Mr. 
Ford spoke of spending entire 
days dealing with discipline 
problems. 

There is a growing need for 
all to be sensitized to cultural 
differences. Many parents don't 
and won't accept Canadian 
culture. For the children, any 
abrupt change in discipline 
habits creates explosions with 
perhaps the children rejecting 
the culture of their origin. 

we pride ourselves is being, and 
will be, severely tested. 

"The talk of a possible end to 
Confederation as we know it 
has developed hostility and tur
moil and these could well over
whelm the voices of modera
tion, not to mention the ra
tional calculation of costs and 
benefits." 

He said he believes all Cana
dians, . Quebecers included, 
have "a vast reservoir of will to 
survive, a willingness to con
template new institutional ar
rangements and policies which 
would lead to ·a reconciliation 
of the political goals of Quebec
ers and of the people in a num
ber of provinces with those of 
other Canadians in the rest of 
the country." 

On the subject of discipline, it 
cannot be effective unless it is 
used in the home. Mr. Ford felt 
that suspension was used far 
too frequently but sometimes 
served to bring the parents to 
school and family counselling 
could then take place. The home 
and the school must have the 
same values and goals if we are 
to free the public school system 
from its dilemma of being both 
teacher and surrogate parent. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF BUS. G 

Locked up kids lack lustre 
How would you like to be 

cooped up in a little tiny space 
with nothing to do for four 
hours per day-every day? You 
wouldn't like it, would you? 
Well, that's just what we are 
subjecting our children to when 
we put them on a school bus and 
then forget about them until 
they got off the bus at night 
when they come home. That is 
not quite true-we do worry 
about their curriculum, their 
diets, their friends, but how 
many of us even think for a mo
ment about those tedious hours 
they spend on that bus every 
day? Dr. Henry Feenstra does, 
for one. Dr. Feenstra has spent 
a great deal of research time 
looking into all the psychologi
cal effects on children of spend
ing long hours on a bus day 
after day after day after day 
after day (have we made our 
point?). 

Dr. Feenstra, a, recognized 
authority on this subject from 
far-off Grey County School 
Board in Markdale, Ontario, 
positively entranced his au
dience at our AGM with his 
many stories, theories and facts 
on the psychological effects of 
busing. For example, he ex
plained to us the many and 
va r ied safety features that bus 
designers build into their buses 
but also went on to point out 

, 

the almost complete lack of in
terest in providing a surround
ing for the end user, our chil
dren. But do not despair, for 
there are people who are con
cerned. Dr. Feenstra tells us 
that some boards are putting 
closed circuit TV, background 
music or games on their buses 
to keep the kids occupied, Vl(hile 
others are getting the kids to do 
• 'health hustles'' -exercises 
just prior to boarding so that 

PffFAJ.LS OF YOUTH - ADDICT/Di 'S 

they have burned up all their 
energy and can sit quietly 
throughout their journey. 

This workshop was without a 
doubt one of the most thought
provoking and interesting ones 
we have had for many years, 
and so that we might benefit 
from Dr. Feenstra's knowledge 
of the subject we have asked 
him to put his talk down on 
paper and will put it in our next 
News. · 

'S FOR HANDICAPPBJ 

PLA D'ACTJON 

Challenge, 
, •• '$1 change 
J- t Et opportunity 

The panel, consisting of Owen 
Buckingham, Principal of Sei
gniory Elementary School, Dr. 
Ellen Adiv, research officer 
with the PSBGM, and Rhoda 
Tafler, French consultant, 
PSBGM, initiated remarks and 
discussion on two subjects-the 
Plan d'Action and classes d'ac
cueil. 

20% at Gr. 7 -
50% at Gr. 12! 

, Everyone must be involved 
Mr. Buckingham spoke of the 

content of the Plan d'Action 
and the effects on the English 
language education system in 
Quebec. He also mentioned the 
limitations it would place on 
students in our system. The 
topic of mainstreaming was ex
tensively discussed and how it 
would affect the present curri
culum. 

The panelists were Dr. Peter 
McLeod, Associate Professor in 
Medicine and Pharmacology at 
McGill University and Senior 
Physician in Medicine at the 
Montreal General Hospital, Dr. 

Alan M. Mann, Psychiatrist•in
Chief at the Montreal General 
Hospital and Professor in 
Psychiatry at McGill Univer
sity and Mr. James Anderson, 
Chairman of the Department of 
Police Technology at John Ab
bott College. Forty-five people 
participated in this workshop. 

Dr. McLeod spoke on drug 
abuse and its effects .on the 
body. He gave no judgements 
on social aspects. In Quebec 
high schools many students 
reported using some drugs at 
least once in the past 18 months. 
Alcohol . .. ............... 50% 
Tobacco . .. ......... . . .. .. 35% 
Marijuana . . ...... .... . ... 30% 
Barbiturates ..... . ... . ... 10% 

Statistics show more use of 
tobacco by females than by 
males. The use of stimulants 
and LSD by males is on the rise; 
marijuana and cocaine are used 
more by males. Twenty percent 
of students in grade 7 have used 
alcohol, tobacco or marijuana. 
By grade 12 this figure is 40 to 

50%. Dr. McLeod said there was 
no significant correlation be
tween drug use and academic 
performance. 

Dr. Mann spoke on adolescent 
use of alcohol. Eighty percent of 
students aged 13 to 17 have used 
alcohol and 10% are heavy 
users. • 

There was discussion around 
raising the age for drinking. If 
it were raised and there were 
stricter control by the govern
ment then perhaps the number 
of drinkers in the 13- to 17-year
old bracket would decrease. 

It must be realized that alco
hol is a drug in liquid form. One 
of the problems with teenage 
drinkers is how they drink. 
They do not drink for relaxa
tion but because it is a quick, 
relatively cheap high. We may 
need to educate teachers i.n an 
intelligent drinking program 
for students. It was felt that 
peer group counselling is often 
best. 

Jim Anderson discussed the 
reasons behind drug use. Com
petition existed in the schools 
academically, it existed in 
sports and in one's social life. 
Failure in these areas caused 
the person to have low self
esteem. He felt that the targets 
for vandalism were not randem 
choices but rather an outlet for 
their inner frustrations and 
that a negative self-image is the 
major contributor to delinquen
cy. 

There was discussion on the 
legalization of marijuana with 
many different viewpoints ex
pressed. The general feeling 
was that some legislation is 
needed but that society does not 
need another socially accep
table drug. But the legislation 
would minimize illegal traf
ficking and cut underworld in
volvement. What is most re
quired is research into long
term effects of this drug. 

The workshop on the physi
cally handicapped was attend
ed by a small but highly inter
ested group of parents. 

Karen Hulme, li'aison officer 
for the MacKay Center, ex
plained the programs that have 
been set up to integrate physi
cally handicapped children 
back into regular schools. Her 
major emphasis was that the 
entire staff of a school integrat
ing a handicapped child must be 
100% behind the project. 
Another emphasis was that not 
all physically handicapped 
children· should be integrated 
into regular schools-it should 
only be done when it is in the 
best interest of the handicapped 
child. 

Owen Buckingham, principal 
of Seignory School in Pointe 
Claire, then outlined the pro
gram of integration that he has 

in his school for a child severely 
handicapped .. with cerebral 
palsy. The emphasis again was 
that integration works if the 
child is ready for integration 
and that all involved-parents, 
teachers and students-support 
the program. 

The conclusions drawn from 
the workshop, expressed 
through open discussion with 
parents attending, are that, 
wherever possible, integration 
of the physically handicapped 
into regular schools should take 
place as long as the following 
guidelines are respected: 

1) The child must be emotion
ally ready for integration 

2) Parents must have a high 
level of support and coopera
tion for the plan 

3) The entire staff of a school 
must accept and support -the 
plan 

Both panelists from the 
PSBGM. Dr. Adiv and Ms. 
Tafler, commented on the 
classes d'accueil system, giving 
statistical information on its ef
fectiveness ;md how the pro
gram is worked in an English 
system. They stressed that 
classes d'accueil was not an 
educational system but rather 
was a technique to teach a lan
guage. 

Comments and questions 
from the audience were an
swered by the panelists. 

4) Flexibility must be a prior
ity. The child must be able to 
move out of the program if it 
proves detrimental to him or 
her. 
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Our exhibitors 
were kept busy 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------== ~:;.f,.-:!l,·>i. 
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- ,.,1.,..-(' - ~ ------------------
Festival Lennoxville 
Jean & Charles Chocolate Inc. 
Champlain College - St. Lawrence Campus 
Prestige Fund Raising 
Lachine High School Home & School Association 
McGill University 
Department of Education - Quebec• Ministere de l'Education 
O'Sullivan College 
Concordia Univerity 
World's Finest Chocolate Canada Ltd. 
Resusicar Inc. 
Marianopolis College 
Ville Marie Social Service Centre - Central Council for 
Consumers of Social Services John Abbott College 
Sunsweet Citrus limited 
Quebec Association of Children with Learning Disabilities 
Hershey Fund Raising 
Luba and Company 

World's Anest Robert Poirier with competition winners Sandra Everitt, 
Sunnydale, 5-lb chocolate bar; Betty Mitham, Lakeside Hei1hts, dinner 
voucher; Joan Snow, Aylmer and J. A. Percy, Hudson, roller skates. 

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS - based on number of families in schools 

Elementary schools on Montreal Island 
Beacon Hill .. , ........... 91.81 % - Membership chairman - Maureen Blanchard 
Somerled ....... . ...... 83.41% - Membership chairman - Selma Almaleh 
Herbert Purcell .. . ...... n.71% - Membership chairman - Anita Bender 
Willowdale .. . ••... . . . .. n.44% - Membership chairman - June Taylor 

Out-of-town winners 
Valleyfield-Gault .... . .. 49.15% - Membership chairman - Diane Bouchard 
Magog-Princess Eliz .. . . 45.33% - Membership chairman - Scotty Dustin 

Winning high schools 
Macdonald . . . . ... .. . . .. 50.39% - Membership chairman - htty Brunet 
lachine ... . . .. ... . ..... 5().09% - Membership chairman - Gert McKelvey 

Newsletter awards 
Ounrae Garden~.Ele.mentary, Westpark Elementary 



CRISES 

How 
famili~s cope 

The workshop was led by 
Rev. Bryan Pearce, certified 
pastoral counsellor {C.A.P.E.) 
and staff member of the Dioce
san Counselling Center, by 
means of group participation. 
He demonstrated the types of 
relationships occurring in com
munities, i.e. families, and the 
way in which individuals deal 
with these relationships. Parti
cipants identified the main 
areas of stress-separation, ill
ness, unemployment, alcohol
ism, death, etc.-and their ef
fect on life in the present-day 
family. Rev. Pearce divided 
these forces into externally or 
internally imposed. The group 
thus came to recognize ways in 
which people can change and 
live with their stressful situa
tions. 

SAFETY PROGRAMS 
Mr. Yves Mondoux, executive 

director of the Quebec Safety 
League, told the audience that 
there are never too many or
ganizations involved in safety 
programs and that QFHSA was 
a key group to promote safety 

• through the children to the 
parents. He went on to say that 
Quebec drivers have lost their 
instinct for survival and think 
of their car as a vehicle to pro
vide pleasure. They learn how 
to avoid accidents, but daily 
recall seems unnecessary. 

The Quebec Safety League 
maintains a high profile, giving 
22 programs designed for public 
safety education, 14 of which 
were directed to school children 
(and 9 of which are free). The 
basis of the programs is preven
tion through repetition. The 
children must be exposed re
peatedly and the child will 
learn more than the average 
driver. 

Forty-three percent of acci
dental deaths of children are 
traffic accidents, followed by 
drowning, suffocation, falls 
and play-related accidents. 

The following safety pro
grams are available for school 
use: 
1) SAG IX-The Safety Owl, for 
K to Grade 3, mobiles on safety. 
2) SAG IX-The Safety Owl, for 
grades 3-6, bingo safety game. 
3) SAGIX Plus-The Safety 
Owl, practical application of in
formation learned. 
4) BICYCLE SAFETY-, 
Canada Safety Council, safety 
and maintenance of bicycles. 
5) ELMER-national safety 
emblem, program for pedes
trians; another one on busing. 
6) BABY-SITTER'S COURSE 
-precautions and safety while 
babysitting'. 
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Committee 
Reports 

Resolutions 
Constitution 

Changes 
Etc. Etc. can 
be obtained 

from the 
QFHSA Office 
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• • • lost instinct .for survival 
7)SCHOOL BUS SAFETY
Quebec Safety League's annual 
game of safety. 
8) FIRE SAFETY KNOW-HOW 
FOR BABYSITTERS. 
9) SPORTS-Accident preven-

This workshop was led by 
Ray O'Collin, president of 
LaSalle High Home and School 
Association, who is also a mem
ber of the Verdun police force. 
The workshop was attended by 
approximately 20 people. Mr. 
O'Collin began the workshop 
with an opening statement 
based on a paper by John No
quet. Points brought out and 
discussed were lack of love, 
lack of discipline, lack of under
standing, lack of caring. To the 
parents it was pointed out that 
there is help available to them 
at the school-from the nurse, 
social worker or guidance coun
sellor. 

Too often parents are saying 
"do as I say" and children can 
readily see that this is not what 
their parents actually do. 

If we are unable to reach 
parents to help them, what can 
we as concerned people do? The 
suggestion was made that a 
parenting program for teen_
agers should be made a compul
sory course prior to high school 
leaving so that appropriate role 
models could be shown to them. 

Also discussed was Bill 24, 
the new Youth Protection Act. 
Does it work and is it effective? 
School problems in regard to 
this bill were voiced and Mr. C. 
Ford, principal of LaSalle High 
School, assisted in replying to 
these. 

tion, protective equipment and 
clothing presented in form of a 
game. 
10) HALLOWEEN-Peter 
Pumpkin, safety games. Actual 
costume available on request. 

11) B.P. ROAD SAFETY 
SKETCH-a 45-minute presen
tation. Schools must reserve 
ahead. The need has resulted in 
a 'safety team' for Quebec 
alone. 

INDIFFERENCE TO CHILDREN 

Children learn by example 
_-not by 'Do as I say' 

CANADIAN HOME 
& SCHOOL: 

Where you 
stand in 
Canada's 
largest 
Association 

Pagell 

Every member of QFHSA is 
automatically a member of the 
Canadian Home and School and 
Parent-Teacher Federation 
(CHSPTF). CHSPTF is the na
tional voice of ten provincial 
federations with approximate
ly 1,900 local associations and 
60,000 members. It is the largest 
voluntary organization in 
Canada. Unfortunately, it is 
probably also the most under
financed. 

Because of its budgetary con
straints CHSPTF relies heavily 
on corresponding committees to 
accomplish its tasks. Yet, de
spite its reliance upon volun
teers and the mails, the one of
fice in Toronto directs and con
trols the study and monitoring 
of a number of critically impor
tant projects, such as: 
• Vehicle violence in T .V. 

films 
• Parent representation, per 

se, on the C.B.C. 
• Bilingualism grants 
• Child abuse 
• Drug use and .11buse 
• Marijuana under the Nar

cotic Control Act 
This list is not complete, but 

it illustrates the issues on 
which representation is made to 
bodies such as the federal 
government, the Council of 
Ministers of Education, the 
Canadian Education Associa
tion, the Canadian School Trus
tees Association, the Canadian 
Teachers Federation, etcetera. 

In addition to representation 
on critical issues, CHSPTF 
maintains liaison with a num
ber of national and interna
tional organizations. 

Finally, your national body 
with financial assistance from 
the Federal Department of 
Health and Welfare has held 
successful national conferences 
on child abuse and neglect and 
on drug and alcohol use and 
abuse in the past eighteen 
months. 

The record is an impressive 
list of activities and representa
tions on behalf of the member
ship and this achievement is 
due in no small way to the ener
getic dedication of our national 
president, Mr. Tom Wilkinson. 
We are all indebted to him. 

-
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

The future of English Education ... 
An address by Dr. Stanley Frost, former Vice-Princi
pal of McGill University and now director of the His
tory of McGill Project, to the parents and delegates at ~ 
the awards luncheon, Saturday, May 3, 1980, QFHSA 
annual general ·meeting and conference. 

We are all aware that we are 
living in very critical days. 
There is a worldwide renewal 
of Islam, there is the invasion of 
Afghanistan, there are hostages 
in Iran and in London, there is a 
great struggle going on for the 
soul of Africa and another, per
haps even greater one, going on 
for the soul of Latin America. 
There are large migrations of 
population from Asia to North 
America which cannot help but 
influence very considerably the 
further development of life on 
this continent. 

Some of these things we view 
with great sympathy, others we 
view with considerable alarm 
and for yet others we have a 
very strong and definite opposi
tion. But nobody can doubt that 
all of these things are extreme
ly important. Sometimes I 
think that an American work
ing out of Washington must feel 
that what concerns us in this lit
tle corner of northeastern North . 
America is of very small impor
tance. In Germany and in Japan 
I doubt very much that the 
name of Rene Levesque is even 
so much as known. In England 
and France probably it is 
known only to a few outside of 
diplomatic circles, but I have 
been impressed with the num
ber of people who have said to 
me in the past few days, "I must 
be on the election list because 
this is the most important vote 
that I shall ever cast in my 
life." The fact that two or three 
people have said that to me 
spontaneously has brought it 
home that we are living indeed 
in critical days. Whatever deci
sion is taken in the next few 
days is going to affect pro
foundly our daily lives, our 
standard of living and, what is 
more important, the future of 
our children. There are many 
complex issues involved, but 
nobody can doubt for a moment 
that education is very high on 
the list of the things that are in
volved in the decisions that we 
are going to be taking in the 
next few weeks. Any discussion 
of education in the eighties has 
to be undertaken in that con
text. 

May I remind you of the situa
tion as it was on the eve of con
federation? The English-speak
ing minority in Lower Canada 
bad ruled this province from 
Quebec City for some eighty 
years, since indeed the conquest 
of New France by the British. 
Representative government 
had been granted to the prov
ince, but it was not yet respon
sible government: the imperial 
government in London could al
ways override the decisions of 
the legislative assembly in 
Quebec. Then for sixteen years 
Lower and Upper Canada were 
combined in one province and 
in that province they gained not 
only representative but also 
responsible government. Still, 
however, the ruling voice was 
that of the English majority in 
the combined province. Then 
there came confederation and, 
for the first time, Lower 
Canada, the new province of 
Quebec, was going to have a 
government that was both 
representative and responsible, 
but with the French-speaking 

majority in control. The Eng
lish-speaking minority in 
Quebec viewed this develop
ment with great alarm. For the 
first tlme the English-speaking 
Protestants of this province 
were going to find themselves 
under the rule of a government 
that was both francophone and 
Catholic. But of course there 
was also alarm on the other side 
of the division. The French
Canadian element were also 

greatly alarmed, for they saw 
themselves as being a minority 
in the new confederation in 
which the English-speaking 
provinces would greatly out
weigh them in influence. All 
parties, however, agreed to 
Confederation with certain pro
visos and those provisos were 
that the Civil Code, as it had al
ways been practiced in Quebec, 
would be protected. It was also 
agreed that the French and Eng
lish languages would be pro
tected in the legislatures and 
courts, both in Quebec and in 
Ottawa, the federal capital. It 
was also agreed that the Catho
lic and Protestant school sys
tems would be protected in the 
two provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada. 

Of these three provisos, the 
first has been fully honored. 
The Civil Code was revised. The 
leading commissioner was 
Charles Dewey Day, at that 
time Chancellor of McGill Uni
versity, and the revised code 
was brought into operation the 
first of January, 1867, in antici
pation of the coming of Con
federation. That Civil Code has 
since been revised and, as you 
know, there is now a blll being 
presented to the Legislative As
sembly of this province which 
will again carry out further re
visions; the president du com-

mission is my colleague, Paul 
Crepeau, of the Faculty of Law 
at McGill. The revision of the 
Civil Code has now been accom
plished, but whether the revi- • 
sion will be accepted or not will 
be by decision of the Legisla
tive Assemoly in Quebec. The 
proviso that the Quebec Civil 
Code could not be modified ex
cept by the Assembly of this 
province has been fully ob
served. 

The protection of the French 
and English languages in the 
law courts and in the Legisla
tive Assembly of this province 
has been seriously challenged 
by the present government in 
power. And, as you know, it has 

,. 

required an appeal to the courts 
to obtain the decision that in 
making those changes the pres
ent government has been acting 
ultra viTes. They were contra
vening the provisos that were 
given and the understandings 
that were accepted when we 
went into Confederation. 

The Catholic and the Protes
tant school systems were also 
protected and, as you know, 
these systems have been the 
subject of continual attack. The 
power of school commissions to 
tax their constituencies in order 
to raise the funds needed to 
carry on the work that is en
trusted to them has now been 
largely taken away from them 
by the present government. The 

right of parents to choose the 
language in which their chil
dren will be educated has also 
been taken away by the present 
government, and to a very large 
extent the control of curriculum 
and what is taught in our 
schools is no longer in the hands 
of the school commissions, but 
rather is in the hands of a cen
tralized ministry of education. 
There is a very strong case to be 
made that the provisions relat
ing to both the Catholic and 
Protestant educational sys
tems, which were guaranteed at 
the time of Confederation and 
which were part of the under
standing on which the various 
parties agreed to enter into this 
confederation, have now been 
seriously jeopardized. What we 
are seeing is a constant en
croachment on the part of a cen
tralized government to take the 
control of all education into its 
power. 

May I remind you again (ob
viously you know this history 
as well as I do) what has been 
the history of the control of 
education in this province? At 
first it was consigned to the 
Royal Institution for the Ad
vancement of Learning, which 
was a thoroughly anglophone 
and indeed Protestant concern. 
The Anglican bishop of Quebec 
was president of the Royal In
stitution, and the franco-Cana
dian majority of the Legislative 
Assembly very understandab
ly, and very properly, were not 
happy with that situation. They 
worked for many years until at 
last they circumvented the 
Royal Institution by propound
ing the Syndics Act of 1829. 
That act placed the schools of 
Quebec directly under the con
trol of the Legislative Assem
bly. It was not very long before 
that was discovered not to be a 

good idea. The temptation for 
the local MNA to use his connec
tion with the school system to 
further his electoral ambitions 
was too great to be resisted. In 
fact, there is one sad case where 
even the prizes that were going 
to be given to the children were 
found not to be available be
cause the money had been di
verted into the campaign of the 
sitting member! The recogni
tion was clear that it was not a 
good idea for the local member 
of the legislature also to be in 
control of local education. 

The next step was to transfer 
the control of education to the 
municipalities, which seemed 
to be a very democratic and sen
sible thing to do. But there are 

even politicians among munici
pal authorities and once again 
it was discovered that the 
amount of politics which could 
creep into awards of building 
contracts, into the appointment 
of teachers and so on was very 
large. It was agreed after 
awhile that this was not the 
proper solution. ~Then it was 
that someone came up with the 
admirable suggestion that there 
should be elected by the people 
educational commissions, both 
for the Protestant and for the 
Catholic systems, which would 
operate in their own localities. 
These commissioners, elected 
by their neighbors to look after 
their own school system, should 
have the power to raise funds, 
should have the power to treat 
with teachers, should have the 
power to oversee the curri
culum and, working with par
ents and teachers together in 
the close relationship of the 
local community, should gen
erally have the control of educa
tion. The Protestant Board of 
School Commissioners and the 
Catholic Board of School Com
missioners, not only here on the 
island of Montreal but through
out the province, have done an 
exceedingly fine job. But what 
we have seen in the last ten to 
fifteen years, and particularly 
in the last three years, is that 
the power of the school commis
sions has been progressively 
weakened. We find that the 
teachers, for example, are not 
in a position to negotiate with 
the school boards. The school 
boards are indeed present at the 
bargaining table, but the real 
power is with the Minister of 
Education. 

I have to say that at the uni
versity level so far the treat
ment of universities has been 
remarkably fair. The Board of 

Governors...and the Senate are 
left in fair and legitimate con
trol of the universities. So far 
there has been no interference 
with the autonomy of universi
ties beyond a right and proper 
control of the finances to the ex
tent that the province provides 
the money and therefore has a 
right to see how it is spent. That 
is something with which no one 
is going to quarrel. But the re
cent proposals that have just 
been made by Camille Laurin 
with regard to research in this 
province are disturbing in the 
gravest degree. It is proposed 
that all research funds going 
into the university should come 
not as they do now from the fed
eral government and from foun-
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SPACE AGE EDUCATION 

Is 'FEAR' in the way of progress ? 
We had the privilege of hear

ing Dr. Glenn Cartwright give 
us an apercu of the role of com-

puters in our future. Not only in 
education but also in the home 
and at work can we expect a 

... in Quebec 
dations as well as from the pro
vincial government, but from 
the provincial government 
alone. Moreover it is suggested 
that those who do research in 
this province should conduct 
their research in accordance 
with the "communal goals" of 
this province, whatever that 
may mean. One can imagine to 
what that could lead. A general 
directive of that sort could be 
made the justification for a con
trol of research which would be 
inhibiting in the last deg~ee. 
Moreover it has been suggested 
that in this province all re
search should be published in 
French, and further that this 
province should produce its 
own scientific journal which 
would rank with the great 
scientific journals of the world. 
Quebec researchers would then 
be expected to publish in that 
journal. I suggest that such 
totalitarian government con
trol of university research 
would be disastrous. 

We have seen that in other 
areas of our communal life 
there have been people who 
have raised their voices to say 
that we are indeed face to face 
with a strain of government 
that is totalitarian in its ten
dency. Pierre Desmarais has 
been saying that municipalities 
must be left in control of police, 
that they must be left in control 
of local transport, that they 
must be left in control of their 
financing. But more and more 
the provincial government is 
taking over the control of mat
ters which formerly were left in 
the hands of municipalities. 

I was asked to talk about the 
future of education. I could in
deed spend some time on some 
very gloomy statistics. I think 
you are all familiar with that 
paper which was prepared by 
Thomas Blacklock for the 
Montreal Protestant board 
(PSBGM); recently I had a letter 
from him which remarked that 
he had found nothing in the fur
ther study of more recent statis
tics which would alter his pres
ent gloomy prognostication. 
The implications for the univer
sities are as grave as they are 
for any other part of the educa
tional system. 

As far as McGill is concerned, 
it is quite evident that since the 
university receives something 
like 70%. of its intake from the 

island of Montreal, any major 
change in the size or the ethnic 
makeup of the college age pop
ulation is going to have severe 
repercussions for the univer
sity. But on that point I would 
like to remark that a paper 
which I wrote recently pointed 
out that the huge increase of the 
university during the nineteen 
sixties and seventies has been 
in one or two fairly well-de
fined areas-the areas of the 
humanities and the social 
sciences. If there is to be a 
marked decrease in the number 
of students it obviously isn't 
going to be in the Faculty of 
Medicine or in the Faculty of 
Law or the Faculty of Engineer
ing. It's not going to be in the 
professional faculties. It will 
probably be confined to the 
areas where the great increases 
took place, in the humanities 
and social sciences. This is in
deed a grave enough problem 
for the people who have to ad
minister universities, but clear
ly it is not going to cause any 
serious dislocation of the uni
versity as a whole. It will not 
threaten the existence of the 
university as the place where 
education is offered at the very 
highest level and where re
search is undertaken without 
any let or hindrance from any 
political body. 

There's no doubt, however, 
that a different political cli
mate could make a very con
siderable difference to the out
look both for the school system 
and for the university. If, for 
example, we do gain the limited 
freedom of the so-called Cana
dian option, that is, that any
body coming into this province 
from another Canadian prov
ince has the right to choose 
which language they will have 
their children educated .in; if 
also we achieve the option that 
Claude Ryan himself has gone 
on record as favoring, that chil
dren should have the right to be 
educated in the mother tongue, 
understanding that to mean the 
tongue that is spoken in the 
home, these changes would go a 
long way to ameliorate what is 
in any case going to be a very 
difficult situation. 

But it is more important I 
think not to dwell on those 
prognostications in a speech 
like this; statistics are more in 
place itt a seminar where you 

major change in our lives. 
The potential of these com

puters is vast. It will mean a 
large bank of information at 
our fingertips, it will provide 
assisted instruction at our own 
convenience, it will test more 
accurately and efficiently. Al
ready our c hildren are learning 
from them through micro-com
puters and electronic games 
which ha ; ! flooded the market 
and ha:i, c ·.> e children in com
plete ,o· 1t.ol of these games. 

Computer power will be de
livered to your home via large
scale systems presently used in 
some universities, via micro
computers usable in schools as 
well as mini-computers . 

After listening to Dr. Cart
wright, who abounds in enthu
siasm, many questions come to 
mind. Are we ready to accept 
the space age? Are we afraid of 
the computer? Are we afraid it 
will control us? 

can produce tables and show 
graphs and so on. It's more im
portant, I think, in a speech of 
this kind to stress two other fac
tors. The first is that I am con
vinced that we need to restore a 
far greater measure of demo
cracy to education. We are faced 
increasingly with a totalitarian 
control of all aspects of educa
tion. The coming referendum 
has tended to put all thoughts 
of other elections out of our 
minds. But I would remind you 
that after the referendum there 
will be the election for school 
commissioners, and we must be 
very careful not to think that 
after the great excitement of 
the referendum this is an unim
portant matter. It is still ex
tremely important whom we 
elect to these school commis
sions. Even with the attenuated 
responsibilities that are theirs, 
their position of influence and 
their area of decision and parti
cularly the tone which they can 
set for education are of the very 
first importance. And I do hope 
that you and your friends 
through your associations will 
be helping your neighbors to 
recognize the importance of the 
school commission elections. 
Through these elections I think 
we need to remind the Minister 
of Education that the word 
minister is a Latin word which 
means "servant". It does not 
mean dictator; an incumbent is 
in office to serve the communi
ty; his primary task is not to 
send down rules and regula
tions but rather to give us guid
ance and to represent us in the 
cabinet at large, and to be the 
friend and counsellor of the 
school commissions, where the 
primary responsibility must 
lie. 

People will be saying that I 
am getting somewhat political 
in what I am saying. May I re
mind you that when Martin 
Luther said, "Here I stand. I 
can do no other, so help me 
God," he was not speaking to a 
religious body. He was stand
ing before the imperial parlia
ment of the strongest power of 
the medieval world. His stand 
was a political act, and we can
not be involved in education 
without thinking politically. 
Today our struggle is not a reli
gious one-I think that we all 
recognize that the day of de
nominational rivalries is over
but it certainly is a political 
one, and we can best preserve 
the future of our education by 
having that in mind whenever 
we exercise our franchise, 
whenever we vote-whether it 
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LESLIE N. BUZZELL AWARD 
For outstanding service t~ Quebec Federation 

to FAY RICHARDSON 
Fay was born and educated in the United States, where she trained as a 
registered nurse. She married and moved to Montreal in 1955 and 
became involved in Home and School at the local level whan the oldest of 
her five children began attending school. At Algonquin Elementary 
School s~e served as Chairman of Class Mothers, Membership Chairman 
and President .. Fay has also served on the Mount Royal High Home and 
School executive in several positions, including two terms as President 
(1976-781 and is still a member of their Home and School executive as 
well as the School Committee. 

On the provincial level she has served Quebec Federation as area 
representative, 1973-74; as a Vice-President in 1974-75 and as Executive 
Vice-President in 1975-76. She is presently Membership Chairman and 
has been so for the past two years. This year she also assumed the chair
manship of the Membership Development Committee. This committee 
has undertaken to hold mini conferences in various areas of the province 
off the island of Montreal. To date conferences have been held in the 
Gasp6, Magog, Aylmer/Hull region and Quebec City. 

Fay has also handled the Leadership Conference and Annual General 
Meeting arrangements in 1974-75 and 1975-76. Mrs. Richardson has also 
represented Quebec Federation at national meetings of the Canadian 
Home and School and Parent-Teacher Federation as one of their 
delegates. 

The Buzzell Award is meant to recognize service to Quebec Federation 
on the provincial level and the furtherance of the aims and objectives of 
Home and School. Fay Richardson is an outstanding exampl11 of the 
qualities this award honors. 

GORDON PATERSON AWARD 
For outstanding service to the education of children 

to WILLIAM RALPH 
~ill R~lph has been a principal, vice-principal and teacher for thirty years, 
including tw<? year~ a~ head o~ the Scie~ce Department at Lachine High, 
one year as v1ce-pnnc1pal of Riverdale High School and four years as vice
principal of Lachine High. For the past nine years he has served as prin
cipal of Lachine High School, as well as continuing to teach Physics. 

He has been Honorary President of the Lachine High Home and School 
Association during these nine years and has participated fully in all their 
activities both locally and provincially, including the preparation of resolu
tions. The local association feels that Mr. Ralph has done an exceptional 
job of encouraging rapprochement between the school and the parents; 
between the teachers and the students and between the Home and 
School and the School Committee. The unusual degree of cooperation 
between Lachine High School and the community and between Lachine 
High and its feeder schools must be credited,almost entirely to his untir
ing efforts. 

The Gordon Paterson Award is given to honour an outstanding 
educator who has also encouraged parent participation in the education 
of their children and involvement with their school. William Ralph ex
emplifies these qualities. 
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·Focus· on the 
COURTLAND GARDENS 

Student 
exchanges 

Although the train bringing 
students from Great Cranberry 
Island and Islesford (Mount 
Desert, Maine, USA) schools 
was an hour late in arriving, 
this was soon forgotten in the 
excitement of welcoming the 
students to Courtland Park 
School and to Canada. ·The 
afternoon of their arrival, 
Nigerian musicians played at 
an assembly held to welcome 
the guests. The week's agenda 
for the visitors and their hosts 
included a bus tour of Montreal, 
a visit to Dorval Airport, the 
Maritime and Military Museum 
on St. Helen's Island, les Flora
lies at the Velodrome, a picnic 
lunch in Old Montreal and a re
ception at Montreal City Hall . 
Thursday, May 22, a group of 
Courtland Park students visit
ed their newfound American 
friends in Maine, accompanied 
by the school principal, Miss 
Macnab, and two teachers. 

As the 1979-80 school year 
draws to a close field trips have 
been planned for all the stu
dents. Among the places to be 
visited are the Canadiana Vil
lage in Rawdon, Pare Lafon
taine, la Musee d'art contempo
rain, Pare Safari and the Cana
dian Railway Museum. Wednes
day, June 11 , everyone will at
tend les Floralies on ile Notre
Dame. 

MARY GARDNER 

•• 
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LACH/NE Recipe book is success 
Lachine High Home & School 

members have been very busy 
this past winter and spring 
with their major project for the 
year: a recipe book to contain 
the favorite recipes of students, 
teachers and parents. Over 
three hundred recipes and 
numerous helpful hints for 
cooks were collected. All were 
used and divided into eight sec
tions-appetizers and soups; 
breads and muffins; vegetables 
and salads; ethnic meals; main 
dishes; cookies and squares; 
cakes and desserts and strictly 
students. The cover was de
signed by the head of the art de
partment, Michael Sznak, who 
also contributed Hungarian 
specialties, and the illustra
tions on the dividers were done 

by the winners of a student con
test. Volunteers typed all the 
recipes, which were then print
ed by the students of the print
ing class at John Grant High 
School. The task of punching, 
collating and binding the 
almost 200,000 sheets was done 
by relays of Home and School 
volunteers, working against 
time to produce enough copies 
for the display table which they 
had taken at the AGM. A large 
number were sold then and 
many others at the Lachine 
High music department dinner 
dance that same night. The pro
ceeds of the sale of recipe books 
will go to support the activitfes 
of the Home and School Asso
ciation such as bursaries for the 
graduation class. 

Crafts, culture and communication 
For the past two years the 

Mary Gardner Home & School 
Association of Chateauguay, 
with the cooperation of the 
teachers and volunteer 
mothers , have sponsored after
school activities. These ses
sions, which include arts and 
crafts, sewing and needlework, 
cooking, ballet, stuffed animals 
and skating, last ten weeks. 
One hundred and six children 
participated in these activities; 
besides being instructive they 
are fun . 

Home and School also spon
sored cultural events such as a 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
quintet, Theatre du Marmeille 
and a brass band from Guild-

ford, England. This band con
sisted of children aged ten to 
nineteen. The children seemed 
to enjoy all these groups im
mensely. Forthcoming cultural 
events are Theatre Direct 
!'Aubergine de la Macedoine, 
Youtheatre and a Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra trio. 

Students in levels 4, 5 and 6 
who belong to the science club 
will be competing in the annual 
Mary Gardner Science Fai.. 
Prizes will be donated by the 
Home and School Association. 

A student exchange program 
will be taking place in May and 
June. Grade six students will be 
hosting students from Adjala 
Central School, Palgrave, On-

tario and Elkhorn Public 
School from Willowdale, On
tario. The six-plus students will 
host Ecole du Roseau from 
Chicoutimi, Quebec. In return, 
the grade six students will 
spend seven days in Ontario 
and six-plus will spend four 
days in Chicoutimi. 

Fund-raising events this year 
have been a sports equipment 
sale, Christmas bazaar and 
spring fair. All very successful. 

Congratulations to Mr. Lin
coln Springer upon being select
ed principal of Mary Gardner, 
also good luck and best wishes 
to the grade six graduating 
class of 1980. 

LOCALS 
S/GAWAf<E-PORT DANIEL AND HOPETOWN 

Children's favorites for cookbook 
The Shigawake-Port Daniel 

and Hopetown Schools have co
sponsored the making of a cook
book for the International Year 
of the Child 1979 .. A committee 
was formed consisting of Mrs. 
Evelyn Assels, Mrs. Lila 
Flowers and Mrs. Margaret 
Mauger. The children from each 
school were asked to bring their 
favorite recipe. 

The committee and teachers 
worked together to arrange the 
recipes in order and have them 
typed by a typist and the Xero}{ 

SOMERLED 

operator from the regional 
school board of Gaspesia . This 
was very much appreciated. 
The books were compiled with 
various colored covers, de
signed by Mrs. Edith MacKen
zie. The opening page began 
with the United Nations slogan. 
The cookbooks were placed on 
display for sale at the Shiga
wake-Port Daniel School at the 
Christmas concert. Two hun
dred copies were sold. This 

· cookbook has been dedicated to 
all children everywhere. 

Wrap up to a busy year 
In a letter mailed to all 

parents, Selma Almaleh, presi
dent, reviewed some of the 
highlights of the year. Al
though enrollment of pupils in 
the school was down the mem
bership in Home and School 
had increased, and Somerled 
School won a membership prize 
from Quebec Federation-a 
book, suitably inscribed, to be 
added to their library. 

At the start of the 1979-80 
school year a crossing guard 
had been hired to help the chil
dren cross the busy thorough
fare. A skate sale had been held 
to enable the children to ex
change or purchase skates at a 
very low price. 

Profits from a chocolate bar 
sale and their Christmas bazaar 
had gone into providing a music 
program for the children. This 
has been a great success and has 
been enthusiastically received 
by both pupils and teachers. 

Due to the efforts of parent 
volunteers they were able to 
keep the library open to the 
students whenever the librar
ian was not there. 

An open house was held for 
the parents and students of Sir 
Arthur Currie School, which 
will be closed at the end of this 
school year. As well, Royal 
Vale High School teachers were 
invited to the school for an in
formation session with the 
grade 6 students on French im
mersion programs. 

With the help of the teachers 
and the music instructor, Ms. 
Aziz, the students are busy 

working on the play "The 
Wizard of Oz", which it is hoped 
will be presented to parents and 
friends before the close of the 
school year. In connection with 
the play, a bake sale was held 
and the profits ($180) turned 
over to the cast to help meet 
their expenses. 

EDINBURGH 

Spring fair 
Edinburgh School is holding 

its spring fair on May 27 from 
5-7 pm. There will be a booth for 
each class displaying and sell
ing the children's art work such 
as pottery, collages and paint
ings. Other fund-raisers at the 
fair will be: baked goods, toys, 
books, Edinburgh t-shirts and 
sweatshirts and a promise tree 
where parents offer to do a ser
vice, such as babysitting, with 
the fee being donated to the 
Home & School. There will be a 
poster contest for the children 
to advertise the fair and we 
hope to have a raffle as an addi
tional money-raising venture at 
the fair. 

On June 3 and 4 there will be 
a "gym-sing" demonstration, 
with the junior half of the 
school performing on the even
ing of June 3 and the seniors 
following on June 4. The 
parents will have the oppor
tunity of observing the work 
being done in the music and 
gym programs. 

E:::l •accJltcd d,iuc, 
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LASALLE Students stage successful musical 

CONDUCTED MONTREAL CITY 
BY 
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LEAGUE 

, . 2JM~!• p~!!~~~!:: W. 
so at your high school 

844-7303 
CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE 

"Come on, Smile", a musical 
comedy was presented by 
students of LaSalle High 
School, 8300 George . Street, 
LaSalle, April 22 to 25. 

Written by local people, the 
dialogue by Roger Peace, lyrics 
by Peace and Leo Stacey and 
music by Daphne Stacey, the 
show was first produced by the 
Lakeshore Players in the early 
1970s. It has also been staged in 
Kitchener and Ottawa. 

Gordon Day, the drama teach
er at LaSalle, has acted in four 
different productions and 
directed two. He first brought 
"Come on, Smile" to the school 
in 1975 when it played to record 
crowds. That production had 
both staff and students in the 
cast; this year's production has 
only student actors. 

Mr. Day praised the local 
LaSalle High Home and School 
"without whose financial sup-

port the play would never have 
been produced." 



FOCUS 
JOHN RENNIE 

Students teaching students 
two-way learning program 

The annual meeting was held 
on May 12 and featured the 
topic "Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse". Films, speakers and 
discussion focussed on this im
portant theme which is still a 
matter of grave concern to the 
whole community. 

A training session for French 
tutors has been put together for 
parents interested in becoming 
French tutors this year or next. 
There would be two or three 
sessions and they would take 
place on Monday or Wednesday 
afternoons for approximately 
1 1/2 hours. The focus of theses
sions will be on techniques and 
approaches, materials and pro
grams. 

Home and School shared the 
cost of buying an oxygen unit 
and backboard for the school as 
a 25th anniversary project. A 
group of students are being 
trained in the St. John's Ambu
lance first aid course and a 
group of teachers will be 
trained to use this special 
equipment should it ever be re
quired. 

A student teaching program 
by physical education students 
from John Rennie High School 
tested and instructed children 
from grades 1-3 at Greendale 
and Seignory elementary 
schools. The three visits proved 
to be a learning experience for 
both the students teaching and 
those taught. The physical 
education 532 program is only 
in its third year at John Rennie. 
The student teaching program 

EDGEWATER AND 
VIVIAN GRAHAM 

The Lakesbore School Board 
population on ile Perrot has 
declined in recent years while 
the population served by the 
Commission scolaire de l'Ile 
Perrot has increased. The Lake
shore School Board bas annual
ly come under increasing pres
sure to make some of its under
utilized space available to 
C.S.I.P. At the present time, a 
total of ten classrooms in Edge
water and Vivian Graham are 
being rented to C.S.I.P. Rather 
than continue an annual reallo
cation of space a permanent 
solution had to be sought. 

In the summer of 1979 a study 
gro4p under the chairmanship 
of Mr. E. Spiller, Associate 
Deputy Minister of ~ucation, 
concluded that there was inade
quate space in presently exist
ing facilities to house all the 
students of both boards. The 
committee considered a number 
of possible solutions and pro
posed one-the closure of one 
L.S.B. school on ile Perrot with 
an extension to the other. How
ever, the decision was to be left 
to the Lakeshore School Board. 

Subsequently, in September 
1979, a consultative committee 
of parents, teachers and ad
ministrators was formed to 
study the rational use of school 
space on Ile Perrot. After estab
lishing specific criteria and con
sidering many solutions the 
committee recommended that 
all pupils be regrouped in Sep
tember '80 in Edgewater 
School, provided that an exten-
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aims at developing basic skills 
in catching, throwing, jumping 
and tasks involving muscle co
ordination and balance. The 
purpose of the program is to 
find out what areas of physical 
skill development the elemen
tary students need more work 
on and to develop their skills in 
this area. 

There were various stations 
set up in the school gymnasium, 
each station with a particular 
task to be done. There were sta
tions involving such areas as 
dynamic and static balance, 
which tested the students' gen
eral coordination. The catching 
and throwing stations aimed at 
improving the skills of the chil
dren in this specific area. At one 
station students had to mirror
copy their instructor. This 
showed whether they knew 
their left from their-right. Each 
station aimed at improving the 
student in a fundamental skill. 
On their third and final visit 
the gym was set up with numer
ous activities. Small apparatus 
such as ropes, hoops and bean
bags were provided. There was 
an obstacle course which was a 
favorite with many of the kids. 
Gymnastic equipment was set 
up, as well as badminton rac
quets and balloons. At each sta
tion there was a group of stu
dent teachers and their kids. A 
few minutes were spent at each 
activity, then each group 
moved on to another station. At 
the end of the day there were 
games and relay races. 

sion be added to the school to 
meet the requirements of 125-
150 pupil spaces, and that Vi
vian Graham school be sold to 
C.S.I.P. These and other recom
mendations were presented to 
the council of commissioners 
and were subsequently adopted 
on November 5, 1979. The com
mittee's mandate having been 
completed, they became the 
Amalgamation Study Group. 

This group acted as an um
brella group to facilitate the 
coordination of parent groups 
within the two schools and to 
remain as a consultative body 
within the Lakeshore School 
Board. The Amalgamation 
Study Group was able to pro
vide input concerning archi
tects' drawings of the extension 
and the bus zone, as well as try
ing to keep abreast of •the 
various stages of development 
required for the completion of 
the project for September '80. 

The two school committees 
established a close working re
lationship creating joint sub
committees on various topics. 
They held a joint meeting in 
April and the May elections 
were held from the combined 
parent body. The two Home and 
School associations also 
worked closely together and 
sponsored a joint project, an 
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World of dolls displayed 
NEW CARLISLE 

Fund raising 
for Quebec trip 

Due to the hard work and im
agination of our volunteer lib
rarian and her many assistants, 
a warm and appealing atmos
phere has been created since 
school began last fall. During 
the year there were many inter
esting displays depicting each 
season or holiday. At Hallow
een and Christmas each child 
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AMALGAMATION 
ON TRACK 

auction-social evening for all 
parents in March. They are 
planning a joint meeting at the 
end of May to discuss plans and 
activities for the fall. 

The· coordinators of parent 
volunteer programs such as 
library, lunch and after-school 
activities, operating in both 
schools, have met and are mak
ing plans for the upcoming 
year. 

Both principals have worked 
closely throughout the year and 
the staffs have met on various 
occasions -to discuss future 
plans. 

At the end of April it became 
evident that the original time 
line would not be met. Conse
quently the target date of the 
completed extension is Decem
ber 31, 1980. The L.S.B. is going 
to retain five classrooms at Vi
vian Graham to house students 
until the extension is com
pleted. 

This year's experience of hav
ing people striving towards the 
same goal has proven to be a 
most positive experience. 

We hope this spirit of coopera
tion will continue and make the 
amalgamation a smooth process 
which will lead to an optimum 
learning experience for our chil
dren. 

could select a candy from a 
basket as each book was 
checked out. In order to have 
the library facilities blend in 
with the school activities, the 
library worked closely with 
teachers of the senior students, 
providing oooks and drawing 
maps fop their many projects. 

Reading was encouraged dur
ing the read-a-thon for multiple 
sclerosis with the use of a large 
cardboard mystery sleuth. 
Papers were attached to the 
sleuth and children filled in the 
books read. This program gave 
the librarian the opportunity to 
find out which books and which 
authors were most popular 
with the students. 

And finally, the contribution 
to the Year of the Child was a 
large doll exhibit. These were 
tastefully displayed on tables, 
each table representing a differ
ent continent. Over 120 dolls 
were presented, many coming 
from private collections (see 
picture). 

The children seem to enjoy 
and appreciate this tremendous 
effort. As one small boy recent
ly commented, "The library is 
as popular as gym." 

The regular meeting of the 
New Carlisle Home and School 
Association was held at the 
school on Wednesday, April 24. 
Mr. George Peate showed slides 
on pro-life and a discussion en
sued. A garage sale is planned 
for Saturday, May 28. 

Again this year teachers' ex
change day was held at New 
Carlisle School recently. 

New Carlisle High School is 
officially on the fund-raising 
trail with the aim of sending 
the grade 8 students on a four
day trip to Quebec City. Be
cause of an upset year all trip 
plans had previously been post
poned or cancelled. The grade 8 
students themselves sparked 
the idea of travelling, as some
how these students had missed 
out on field trips of all kinds in 
the past. A teacher committee 
will be working along with a 
student one to cover all aspects 
of the trip including the fund 
raising. Be prepared to shell out 
for chocolate bars, bake sales 
and so on, all for this good 
cause. Travelling is a great 
learning experience and these 
students deserve their chance. 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or the 

pressures of competition 
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be in the election of school com
missioners, whether it be in the 
election of members of the 
legislative assembly, or 
whether it be casting our vote 
in the referendum. 

The second thing that I want 
to say is, I think, more contro
versial. It is that we need to 
bring back into education a 
great respect, a great concern 
for ideals, whether it be at the 
elementary, the secondary, the 
college or the university level. I 
say this is more controversial 
because there is, I think, no sub
ject that is more fraught with 
difficulty today than the formu
lation of ideals. I remember one 
of my colleagues in the Faculty 
of Arts saying, some ten years 
ago when we were in the midst 
of student troubles, "we should 
not attempt to teach our stu
dents anything in the way of 
values or qualities, it's simply 
our role to put the facts in front 
of them and leave them to make 
their minds up for themselves." 
I was recently invited to talk 
with teachers of religious 
studies in the South Shore 
school system and they shared 
with me some of their problems 
in trying to deal with-teaching 
religion in a class which is, to 
put it mildly, pluralistic in its 
make-up. How were they to 
teach religious values to stu
dents who had a Hindu or Is
lamic or perhaps an African 
background rather than the 
traditional Protestant back-
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ground which one used to be 
able to assume? That is the kind 
of problem with which we can 
sympathize and which we can 
recognize is an immediate and 
practical one. Yet I am con
vinced that there is nothing 
more important than that at all 
levels we have to bring back the 
'recognition that teaching facts 
is not enough; we do have to 
teach qualities; we do have to 
teach ideals. The one that seems 
to me so gravely overlooked to
day is the ideal of self-control, 
enkrateia the old Greeks called 
it. It meant that discipline 
which is accepted because it 
comes from within. So much of 
the talk today is that people 
should throw off restraint, that 
they should let them"selves go, 
they should enable their per
sonality to blossom by means of 
"Saturday Night Fever" and 
the discotheque. Psychologists 
advocate throwing off all re
straint and inhibition. But 
what has become of the old 
value of self-discipline? We all 
realize that the discipline which 
is imposed from without is 
something that we want to get 
away from, but we can only af
ford to do away with the disci
pline imposed from without if 
we have learned the discipline 
that comes from within. And 
surely this is something which 
we must be teaching our chil
dren from the very earliest 
days: that it is not discipline 
which others impose on them, 

• • 

but discipline that they accept 
for themselves 'because they 
know that they need control. 

I think that this is something 
which comes home to every
body who is concerned with the 
educational process .. ._including, 
for example, the teachers. We 
are at times given the impres
sion that teachers today are far 
more concerned with their 
rights than with their responsi
bilities. We get the impression 
that teachers will go on strike 
in order to better their bargain
ing position at whatever cost it 
may be for their students. It 
cannot be right that children 
should be used as pawns in a 
bargaining game. It must be 
possible for us in this day and 
age to devise some better sys
tem whereby school boards and 
teachers talking face to face can 
come to a settlement of their 
disputes. Obviously disputes 
there will be, but it must be 
possible to resolve them with
out resorting to an action which 
can punish no one except the 
students. To go on strike must 
surely be a denial of a teacher's
vocation. It surely must reduce 
teaching simply to a trade, if 
the weapon the teachers use to 
attain their ends is to go on 
strike, particularly at this time 
of the school year. If we want a 
strong and lively educational 
syste:,i we have to be prepared 
to give ""ay on both sides of the 
bargaining table. 

It seems to me that a perma-
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nent commission of arbitration 
for socially sensitive careers 
should become a feature of our 
modern social structure. I sug
gest that the teaching profes
sion should be at the very head 
of such a list of socially sensi
tive careers. I would include the 
medical profession, th4[! public 
security profession and the civil 
service profession-these four. 
If we could see in these areas 
some recognition of the princi
ple of arbitration, we should 
have made great progress. Both 
sides should appoint members 
to a commission, which should 
then appoint its own chairman. 
If it were recognized that the 
teachers' associations and the 
school boards together pay 
those commissioners, and that 
they would be permanent com
missioners of arbitration, then 
surely we could have a system 
which would do justice on both 
sides and where the burden 
would not fall on those who 
least deserve it, the children in 
the schools. Of course it would 
mean that we who are parents 
and we who are school commis
sioners and we who are ad
ministrators would have to be 
equally ready to make our con
cessions. I'm not here to suggest 
that the teachers are villains in 
this whole business. They ob
viously are being caught by the 
centralization of the education
al system. Perhaps more than 
anybody else they are being 
damaged by it . It seems to me 
that it is because of the unified, 
monolithic structure of the 
education system that the 
teachers have been maneuvered 
into the position that they have 
taken, but if we could have 
more democracy in the system, 
more personal consultation, we 
could then bring back ideals 
into the teaching profession . 

You may remember the 
medieval story of the abbot 
who left his cell and went 
through the cloisters out into 
the workyard where three 
masons were at work. He 
looked at them curiously for a 
while and then he said to the 
first, "What are you doing?" 
The man replied, "I'm shaping 
this block so it will fit into that 
hole." He said to the second, 
"Whl}t are you doing?" and the 
man replied, "Oh, I'm earning 
ten marks a day." And he said 
to the third, "What are you do
ing?" and the man replied, "I'm 
building a cathedral to the 
glory of God." And it seems to 
me we go into the schoolroom 
today and we say to the teacher, 
"What are you doing?" and he 
says, "Well, I'm getting through 
the stated curriculum. This is 
what I've been given. I've got to 
get through it for the end of the 
year." Or he says, "I'm fulfill
ing my contract. I've agreed to 
do this and this, and I'm doing 
it, and that's all I'm doing." Or 
he says, "I'm contributing to 
the future of the human race." 

Education in the eighties is 
going to depend very much on 
the school commissions, on the 
parents and their associations, 
on the teachers, but above all it 
is going to depend upon the 
ideals with which we all enter 
into this great undertaking. 
Can there be any more glorious 
task than that of education? To 
go into a schoolroom and begin 
to open windows for light to 
shine through, to open doors 
that young people may pass 
through ~hem for the first time, 
to bring thoughts into minds 

which are going to glow with 
those ideas throughout their 
lifetime, to show a student how 
mathematics can be a language, 
or to take a living language and 
teach it to young children as a 
different way of thinking, a dif
ferent way of experiencing, a 
different way of living, to teach 
science, where you take the 
natural world and show what a 
glorious universe this is that we 
live in. I've been greatly im
pressed recently with the story 
of Henry Marshall Torrey. He 
was the man who spent his life 
teaching first year mathematics 
at McGill until he was aged 
forty, and he thought that was 
going to be his whole career. 
But then he was asked to go out 
to British Columbia and to start 
McGill College in British Col
umbia-the beginning of uni
versity education in that prov
ince. He did a great work and 
laid the foundation of what is 
the University of British Col
umbia today. On the way back 
he called in at Alberta, the then 
new province of Alberta, and 
was a'sked if'·he would become 
president of the as yet unborn 
University of Alberta. He ac
cepted the task and built up 
that great institution. When he 
was almost at the age of retire
ment the government asked 
him to become the first presi
dent of the National Research 
Council. That great institution 
in Canadian life owes a great 
deal of its achievement to its 
first president, Henry Marshall 

Torrey. He retired in Ottawa, 
until one day on a street corner 
he met a friend and he said, 
"What this town wants is a 
good university that civil ser
vants can get into. Let's found 
it!" And so between them on the 
corner of the street there they 
founded Carleton University 
and he .became the first presi
dent and that great institution 
is another monument to his 
devotion to education. When he 
was leaving McGill the students 
crowded into Strathcona Hall 
to hear his last address . He 
shared with them what his con
cern for education was and how 
it seemed to him like an ideal to 
which all the personality must 
be committed; the final words 
of his address were these: "The 
ultimate Jeaching of all educa
tion is just this, that every man 
owes to the generation in which 
he lives the last full measure of 
devotion to whatsoe~r things 
are true." And it seems to me 
that if you are asking me what 
is going to be the future of Eng
lish education in this province, 
the answer is, "I don't know." 
It's going to depend on a num
ber of political contingencies. 
What those contingencies will 
be will depend very much on 
how we vote, how we talk, how 
we exercise our influence. It is 
also going to depend on the 
measure of democracy which 
we can bring back into our 
school systems but, above all, 
on the ideals which, un
ashamedly, we recognize as be
ing the sine qua non of all our 
educational activity. 

I congratulate the Home and 
School Associations on the 
great work that they dp. It says 
something for you that you find 
time all the year to put your 
energies into this. Others of us 
who are also interested in edu
cation, we see what you're do
ing, we admire your work, we 
hope that you will go on doing 
it for a very long time. 
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