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“The Voice of the Parent in Education”’

MONTREAL

The Provincial Executive of Que-
bec Federation of Home & School
at its regular monthly meeting on
December 4th, has called upon the
government to delay implementa-
tion of Bill 71, relating to the re-
organization of the school board
system on Montreal Island, which
was tabled on December Ist.

The Executive has unanimously
approved a motion which calls for
a reasonable period of time to
enable Quebec Federation of Home
& School Association to make a
detailed study of the Bill’s provi-
sions. It also requested the Presi-
dent, Mrs. Denise Arrey, to dis-
patch a telegram to the Minister
of Education outlining Federation’s
position in asking for the delay.
The Executive has scheduled a
special meeting for December 1lth
to begin a thorough analysis of the
Bill.

Although consultations have ap-
parently taken place between the
Department of Education and the
existing School Boards prior to the
tabling of the Bill, no such consul-
tations have taken place with Que-
bec Federation. “In fact,” declared
Mrs. Arrey, ‘“‘although we are the
official spokeman representing
English-speaking parents in over
125 local Home & School Associa-
tions spread throughout the Pro-
vince, we haven’t even been pro-
vided with copies of Bill 71. We were
obliged to contact various other
sources in town the day of our Exe-
cutive meeting in order to obtain
a few copies of the Bill.”

Consequently, the Minister’s
statement to the effect that he wishes
to have the Bill become law by
Xmas appears to be very hasty

EDITOR’S NOTE:

‘Th&?nblication' of this is-
sue of The NEWS has been
delayed by approximately
‘one week in order to await
the tabling of Bill 71 which

i;vl'ias been anticipated for

- some  weeks.  Although
the issue wis ready for press
when announcement of Bill
71 was made on December*

. Ist, the entire first page was

replaced in order to bring
_readers reports of QFH-
SA’S  position

the Bill
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and will obviously not allow for the
usual consultations and public
hearings in a matter as important
as the re-organization of the edu-
cational system.

The Executive feels that far from
“merely constituting an adminis-
trative shuffling of school boards”
as the Bill has been referred to by
officials of the Education Depart-
ment, the Bill 71 actually contains
substantial provisions calling for
the modification of the whole edu-
cational structure on the Island and
it certainly calls for time to carry
out adequate study by all persons
and groups who have a vital stake
in education.

An executive spokesman stated,
“If the Bill is generally sound and
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Partial view of delegates to the first semi-annual conference of presidents

no cause for alarm, then there is no
reason why it should not be allowed
to stand up to scrutiny by way of
public hearings. Instead of giving
the impression of trying to ram the
Bill through the National Assembly
without providing for adequate con-
sultation with parents and other
groups, such as Quebec Federation
of Home & School Associations,
the government should instead show
that it values public support and
should make provision for holding
public hearings.

A press conference was scheduled
to be held on December 6th at
which time QFHSA would outline
its position calling for a slowdown
to passage ot the Bill.

listen to an address by Vice-President Bill Miller on the occasion of the
opening of the conference. (STORY & PHOTOS)

ports Teachers

in (de) Classification
Dispute

The Provincial Executive of QFHSA
at its meeting on December 4th has unani-
mously given its support to teacher’s con-
cern resulting trom the reclassification pro-
cedures recently carried out by the Depart-
ment of Education. The Executive has con-
demned the practice and feels that the end
result of the process will be to bring about
a reduced quality of education because of the
impact upon English-speaking teachers.

The Executive is calling upon parents
throughout the Province to support the
cause of the teachers, a majority of whom
have been downgraded in the classification
scheme todate. It is strongly felt that the
standards of classification invoked by the
government are outmoded and their appli-

cation in most part to English-speaking
teachers constitutes a grave injustice which
is bound to be harmful to our overall edu-
cational system.

That parents have a responsibility in the
classification dispute or any other matters
relating to teachers is borne out by a now
famous statement made by -W.P. Percival,
a ﬁast president of the Canadian Home &
School and Parents Teachers Federation,
when he said:

“Without good teachers the education of our
sons and daughters will be defective, and they
will be permanently handicapped. Such a result
will be inevitable and deplorable without the
care and guidance of thoughtful parents.”
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3 Editorials:

(Why the haste ?

Bill 71, the government’s third attempt to re-organize the
Montreal Island school system, has been tabled as we go to press.
Obviously, we are not in a position to express our views on this
latest piece of legislatjon, despite all the advance predictions as
to its contents.

We do not, however, hesitate to express our alarm at the gov-
ernment’s undue haste in trying to adopt this proposed legislation
without the normal and usual consultative process with parents,
school boards, teachers and all the other sectors in the community
who have a vital interest in education. Despite the Ministers asser-
tion that the government already has ‘“‘a whole room full of briefs”
resulting from the previous Bills 62 and 28, and that the new Bill is
“merely an administrative re-shuffling”, it will not serve to assuage
the fears of nearly everyone that the government is indeed attempt-
ing to “railroad” through legislation which carries with it ramifica-
tions for the education of our children for generations to come.

For some months now, speculation about the forthcoming Bill
has brought forth the response from the Minister of Education, even
before the contents of the Bill became known, that the proposed
Bill would become law by Christmas. Are we to assume, without
having read and studied it, that the Bill contains such “goodies”
for every sector of the educational community that we ought to
accept it without having the opportunity of making our views
known? Based on the fears and anxieties already being expressed
in various quarters of the educational community, this is rather
doubtful.

It is evident that the public is manifesting a much greater con-
cern about all aspects of education than it has ever before. Much
of this concern could be alleviated if the government would relin-
quish its zeal to make Bill 71 law before Christmas and instead,
allow sufficient time and opportunity to avail themselves of the
feedback which is bound to come from parents, school boards,
teachers and the many others who have invested interests in the field
of education.

It is not merely important that justice be done, with the new
Bill, but that it appear to be done, as well. As we started out to

113 {F 999
\_52Ys What’s the rushv. ‘ )

Mr. John Dinsmore, Associate Deputy Minister of Education, met informally at
QFHSA’s office with Mrs. Valerie Neale, Chairman of Federation’s French Com-
mittee, left, and Mrs. Denise Arrey, Federation President, following the release of
the survey on the teaching of French language programmes in English speaking
schools. (see story in this issue).
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Closer Rapport
With Teachers:

At the best of times there does not appear to have existed the type of rapport
between parents and teachers that ought to be. It is fair to say that while each
treated the other with respect and candor, each regarded the other with a certain
degree of fear and apprehension.

The rise of teachers militancy during recent years climaxed by the teacher’s
joinder of the Common Front has further contributed to this estrangement. It is
a fair statement that such estrangement between teacher and parent, the two
groups most vitally and directly involved in the education of our children, is to
our detriment. Obviously, what is called for is a much closer relationship than
we now enjoy.

The disillusioned and demoralized teacher will reflect itself in the classroom
with the consequent result that it will breed apathetic and bored students. Lately,
many thousands of our teachers have been given much cause to become disil-
lusioned and demoralized as a result of the reclassification (actually, declassi-
fication) procedures. It is net difficult for the neutral observer to conclude on
the basis of what has occured to date, that a great injustice is being perpetrated
on the English-speaking teachers of the Province, perhaps, upon the French-
speaking ones as well. They are being dealt with as Ping Pong balls and are
being dehunranized. We, as parents, being anything but “neutral” observers in
this vital issue, must put aside any lingering recriminations from past differences
and misunderstandings with our teachers and begin to build a closer liaison with
them by immediately giving them our wholehearted support in their battle to re-
tain their self respect, if not their salaries.

It is naive of anyone to assume that our children can expect to enjoy effec-
tive, quality education in the presence of a teaching profession which is presently
experiencing such convulsions. And, in the final analysis, let us not loose sight
of the central issue, which is effective, quality education for our children.

L We ask for no more; we should settle for nothing less. J
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Ken Harrison, Treasurer, speaking during the panel discussion
at the afternoon Plenary session of the President’s Conference.
Others - Left to right - Bill Asherman, Colin Smethurst, Mrs.
Arrey (partially hidden) and William Miller.

One of the President’s morning workshops. This workshop
evidently carried on its discussions during the noon hour lunch
break.

e S i

Local association Presidents and other officers carry on serious
deliberations during another workshop session.

Photos by: James O’Connell and Allan Wong

“Great, simply great”
“Quite inspiring”’
“Why didn’t we think about it be-

fore?”

Let’s have them more frequently.”’

These were just a sampling of the
views and comments expressed by
some.of the more than 100 Presidents
and other officers of Home and School
Associations from throughout the
Province who attended the first mid-
year conference of Presidents ever
held. The all-day conference, spon-
sored by QFHSA took place at West-
mount High School on November
11th, and attracted delegates from
as far afield as Hull and the Gaspé
Peninsula.

The conference program was pre-
pared by Mrs. Mabelle Durkin, and
arrangements were carried out by
Mrs. Betty O’Connell, both Federa-
tion Vice-Presidents. The delegates
were welcomed by Mrs. Denise Arrey,
President and then addressed by Wil-
liam . Miller, Vice-President at an
opening Plenary session.

Delegates were furnished with kits
which contained material dealing with
(1) Relations with School Cemmittees
(2) Voting rights at the AGM (3)
Nominations to the Provincial Execu-
tive (4) Role of the Area Representa-
tive and (5) The NEWS. In addition,
the Education committee had dis-
plays in the foyer as a resource and
information centre.

The Presidents then divided them-
selves into 12 groups each with a se-
lected group leader and recorder. The
prepared Kkits enabled the delegates
to set their own priorities and to con-
centrate on the most immediate prob-
lems facing them in their respective
areas. The group sessions were so
stimulating that many of the work-
shops continued to meet in session
throughout the noon hour lunch pe-
riod, munching Bar-B-Q chicken while
discussing Home & School!

Following lunch, a panel discussion
on the subject of Membership and fee
structure took place, the panel con-
sisting of: Mr. Bill Asherman, Chair-
man of the Constitution Committee;
Mr. Colin Smethurst, Vice-President;
Mr. Kenneth Harrison, Treasurer;
and Mr. William Miller, Vice-Pres-
ident.

Mr. Asherman discussed family
memberships, the $2.00 fee per fam-
ily, and the possibility that the fee
structure may have to be reconsidered
in its present form. He declared there
were still persons in some local associa-
tions who could not afford the fee
although they would like to join Home
& School. The Fee structure com-
mittee will decide what changes, if
any, should be contemplated, after
reviewing all of the conference re-
ports.

continued to page 11

Following the afternoon Plenary session, the Presidents re-
grouped themselves in order to consider some of the issues
raised by the panelists.

Lot

Betty O’Connell, left, Vice-President of Q.F.H.S.A., who
was in charge of the President’s onference arrangements with
Mrs. Denise Arrey, President, who welcomed the Presidents.

With Barbeque chicken lunch boxes all around them, still an-
other group of presidents and officers pursue their discussions
on vital and school issues.
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Battle of the “Statistics”

0FHSA. Survey on Learning French Language
Gorrects Misleading “Statistics” & Impressions

by Valerie Neale
chairman,
French Committee, QFHSA

Quebec  Federation has recently
completed a survey of French pro-
grammes in English Protestant schools.
That Home & School should be the
group to do the survey will come as no
surprise to parents. Since the early days
of the Quiet Revolution, parents have
sought new ways to close the gap be-
tween stated goals and actual results
in French teaching.

Parents have contributed in many
ways. Individual parents have become
volunteer tutors; local groups have set
up French conversation classes;: Home
& School has provided a forum for
new ideas, and parents at large have
responded with massive support for
improved programmes. Yet there is
one contribution that stands out above
the rest: Parents in the past few years
have brought about a mini-revolution
in teaching French. Because of parental
initiative and strong popular support,
whole new approaches to second-lan-
guage learning have taken hold in our
schools. As a result, many schools now
offer, in addition to regular program-
mes, optional immersion-type pro-
grammes that make formerly unattain-
able goals possible at last for all chil-
dren.

The Home & School survey brings
parents up to date on these changes
and shows what still needs to be done.
But there was an even more pressing
reason for a survey at this time.

Timeliness of Survey
Ever since Bill 63 gave parents the
right to choose the language of ins-

truction for their children, some Na-
tionalist groups have claimed this
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BIBLIOCOLE will organize a book fair with a wide
selection of French books, do most of the work, and
still provide your association with a substantial com-
mission. (limited to locations within 50 miles of Mont-

BIBLIOCOLE will organize a display of new edi-
tions of French books from all publishers at a school
that is interested in building or adding to a French

BIBLIOCOLE is NOT a separatist organization.
We will also organize English or bilingual book fairs.
Furthermore, we can supply books and magazines in
English, French, Greek, Italian, Spanish, German,
Russian, Ukranian and other languages too.
However, French language materials for English-
speaking students is our specialty. ‘

BIBLIOCOLE

P.O. Box 216.

Mt. Royal, Quebec.

freedom of choice would lead to the
demise of French in Quebec. Lately,
these groups have used Education
Department statistics to bolster their
claims. These Government figures
show more students are switching
from French to English under Bill 63,
than the reverse. Although the actual
numbers are small (under 1% of the
school population), and although the
numbers are proportionate to the
FrenclvEnglish make-up of the pro-
vince, these points are rarely brought
out. Neverthless, the voices calling
for an end to parents’ newly-won rights
have been widely reported. (Those
others who would quarrel with the
term, “‘newly-won”, surely forget the
English Protestants, who were long
denied access to French Protestant
classes and who were conditionally
accepted into Rc schools for a fee
— if there was room.)

More important, what has not been
widely known or reported is the grow-
ing number of English students in
French immersion programmes. These
internal programmes are not included
in Bill 63 statistics. (For immersion
programmes, parents are told by
School Boards to show “English” as
the language of instruction on the
language form.) For this reason, as
soon as the 1972-73 immersion enroll-
ments were available from the School
Boards, QFHSA made these figures
public at a news conference. In doing
so, we had two objectives:

1) to let the public know the real
extent of the English language
parents’ effort to have their
children learn French;

2) to inform the Government and
the public at large of the incomp-
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leness of the Dept. of Education’s
language statistics.

Home & School has been concerned
for some time over this discrepancy
in the Education Department’s figures,
especially since they are used so wi-
dely in political discussions. With the
increasing enrollment in French Im-
mersion programmes, we have hopes
that the Government will soon find
a way to include this third category
of figures in its language records.

Scope of Survey

The survey gives a broad cross-
section of French programmes in our
schools today. The French Commit-
tee looked closely at the programmes
of all Protestant Boards within the
Montreal region. That is to say, we
examined the programmes followed
by 103,000 elementary and high school
students - over % of the English school
population in Quebec.

We also looked informally at some
interesting new programmes in rural
schools — the North Hatley and Ayer’s
Cliff partial-immersion experiment
for example — where problems can
be very different from those of large
urban areas. In this regard, we might
contrast the pleas of some west-end
Montrealers for more French con-
versation classes with those of one
parent from a Northern Quebec com-
munity lacking English radio and TV,
who quickly assured me her prime need
was for some English “immersion”.
In the future we hope to learn more
about the particular concerns of these
schools far from the bright lights of
Montreal.

Enrollment in Programmes

The survey shows that nearly 6000
students are currently enrolled in
French immersion programmes. Even
this figure does not tell the complete
story. Because these programmes are
relatively new and require much de-
velopment, they are not yet widely
offered; therefore they are not readily
available to all students. Still, it is
interesting to note that in absolute
numbers the immersion figures alone
(not including English students in
French schools under Bill 63) are about
equal to all French language student
transfers to English schools under Bill
63. And these latter transfers are drawn
from a school population ten times
as large — well over a million!

Besides the immersion programmes,
English students in the regular courses
receive up to an hour of French per
day starting in kindergarten. Overall,
the new Protestant programmes de-
monstrate a real willingness by the
English speaking community to adapt
to social changes in Quebec. More-
over, all these changes have been
brought about without Government
coercion.

Variety of Programmes

Now that there no longer is one
uniform French curriculum throu-

N

ghout the province, School Boards
are beginning to develop their own
programmes. Yet all these programmes
ultimately rest on two main approaches
to the use of time. :

In the first approach, French is
treated as one subject in the curricu-
lum. As such, it is like one piece of
a pie, which can not be greatly enlarged
without making the other pieces too
small. So here the aim is to use the
given time as effectively as possible
by intensive teaching methods, and
to seek other opportunities to increase
the time for speaking French. These
could be French conversation classes,
exchanges with French schools, com-
munity visits, as well as additional
school subjects in French. But this
leads us into the second approach.

Here the approach is very different.
To continue the food comparison,
its critics might say it is like trying
to have your cake and eat it too. But
this new approach in our schools seems
to me better suited to a McLuhanes-
que slogan. Here we could say the ““me-
dium becomes the message” because
French is practised while other subjects
are being studied. Of course, the trick
isto achieve a sufficient grasp of French
quickly so that other subjects will not
suffer. In this approach, in addition to
his regular French lesson, the student
has a better chance of increasing his
fluency than by any other school
method.

Which approach is best? To this,
the reply must be, “What are your
goals?” For, as the armchair analysts
would say, (and they’re right) the pe-
dagogical, financial, administrative,
social, and political aspects all have
to be considered. In the remaining
space, however, we can look at the
decisions parents are actually making
when they do have the choice.

Popularity of Immersion

Because these are voluntary pro-
grammes, immersion enrollments
accurately reflect parental choice.
Two types are now offered on a large
scale:

1) early immersion: a long term
programme starting in French
at kindergarten level, with En-
glish introduced in grade 2 or 3,
increasing to about 40% at grade

6 level.
2) later immersion: a one-year pro-
gramme with most subjects

taught in French, and with some
French subjects available the
following years.

Three Boards now offer the early
immersion option to all students. On
the South Shore where the programme
began, it has grown from one class
in 1965 to 1000 students today. Here,
39% of all kindergarten children are in
immersion classes; but even this per-
centage is surpassed by Laval where
after only three years, 47% of kinder-
garten children are enrolled. The PS-
BGM programme is also expanding,
but more slowly. It started in 1967
in Roslyn school, but this year only

continued on page 5 J
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by Suzanne Klag

November 11th, saw Charlotte Stein-
berg and myself, as representatives of
Q.F.H.S.A. and M.D.C., Anne Usher,
Commissioner for the P.S.G.M. and
Jean Lipton, President of Verdun High
and School Commissioner, taking part
in a workshop set up by the Montreal
Teachers Association to discuss ‘‘Par-
ent Teacher Relations™.

The one message that came through
loud and clear throughout the day,
after talking to over 100 teachers, is
the sincere desire on one hand — and
utter frustration on the other, about
the lack of interest displayed by so
many parents in some areas. How
would you feel if you arranged a party
and your guests didn’t turn up? Well,
to put it mildly, you’d feel disappoint-
ed. So how do you think teachers feel
if you don’t turn up, for example, for
the “Meet the Teacher Night”? They

The following national organiza-
tions — The Canadian Cancer Society,
The Canadian Council on Children &

_Youth, The Canadian Heart Founda-
tion, The Canadian Home & School &
Parent-Teacher Federation, The Can-

adian Tuberculosis & Respiratory
Disease Association — are appealing
to all teachers in Canada to play a
major role in the fight against ciga-
rette smoking by the students in our
schools throughout the coming year.
Health and education organizations
regard cigarette smoking among the
‘greatest health hazards in Canada to-
ay.

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

With the focus on children, these
organizations are appealing to teachers
to step up school programs .against
cigarette smoking, and appeal to all
adults, particularly parents and teach-
ers whase example vitally influences
the smoking habits of our young peo-
ple, to kick the cigarette habit if they
have not already done so.

Dr. Norman C. Delarue, Associate
Professor of Surgery, University of To-
ronto, a long-time proponent of non-
smoking, has stated on many occasions
in the past that — “The main focus in
the fight against cigarette smoking by

are not 'paid for being in school after
hours. If they want to contact you to
discuss a problem regarding your child,
it means they are interested in YOUR
CHILD and YOUR HELP is needed
to solve it. If they need you for an
outing, for an event in the school, or
whatever, they are trying to make
YOUR CHILD’S LIFE MORE IN-
TERESTING AND EVENTFUL.
Not speaking fluent English isn’t an ex-
cuse either. In some areas it is exactly
someone like you whose help is needed,
and who knows-you might even find
that you enjoy the social part of it.

So — COME OUT OF HIDING
PARENTS and extend a helping hand.
Surely you want your children to get
the best possible education by interest-
ed and dedicated teachers. THINK
ABOUT IT! Perhaps YOU can help
to achieve that goal.

the students in our schools must be on
parents and teachers. It is pointless to
have anti-smoking education programs
presented by teachers who obviously
enjoy smoking themselves. No longer
is it considered wise to provide smo-
king rooms for students. To do so im-
plies approval and gives status to the
student who smokes. Logic requires
that approval and increased status are
due to the non-smoking student”.

SMOKING HALL

Last year over 100,000 school chil-
dren started to smoke for the' first
time. Students should be made fully
cognizant of the fact that the carbon
monoxide from cigarettes cuts out of
the blood stream the oxygen that is so
.vital to their functioning, especially
in athletics. Diseases of the teeth and
gums are more frequent in smokers
than in non-smokers. Chronic bron-
chitis, cancer of the lungs, emphysema
and heart disease are all crippling
and killing diseases that are related to
cigarette smoking. Last year .over
100,000 Canadians dies of diseases
that are related to cigarette smoking.
(See: Survey of Smoking Story pub-
lished in last month’s issue of The
News.

continued from page 5

Q.F.H.S.A. Survey

about 15% of kindergarten children
are enrolled in 14 of the Board’s
schools. As an urban Board, however,
it does not provide bussing and this
may help explain the difference. Also,
we found that for young children es-
pecially, enrollment is highest when
the programme is offered in the stu-
dent’s neighbourhood school.

In a similar way, three Boards now
offer a one-year immersion programme
to all students. In Montreal, where the
PSBGM first offered a grade 7 im-
mersion programme to all students in
1970. the enrollment has increased
from 18% to 30% in 1972-73. On the

In our Mailbox

In Sympathy with Teachers

Dear Sir, 1

At the outset I must indicate that
I am probably quite biased in my
thinking since I am one of those in-
dividuals who has spent a major por-
tion of his lifetime fighting the Unions

rather than joining them, and I might .

add, with some success.

I have paid some attention to the
school system, or at least that portion
of the school system operated by the
Protestant School Board of Greater

‘Montreal because I have had two chil-

dren go through a variety of schools,
in the NDG and Cote St. Luc areas
and also in Laval. The only school
which [ found to be of merit was the
Sir Arthur Currey Public School and
that was some years back. At that
particular point in time there were
a number of teachers who were dedi-
cated individuals and specialists
enough to find that-ene of my children
was not “backward” as-another school
principal had felt, but simply needed
a course of training in hand/eye co-
ordination.

Be the above as it may, our teachers
are looking for shorter hours and high-
higher pay and | agree with this atti-
tude since the entire industrial world
is going to think concretely in-terms
of a four-day week. Such an idea is
invaluable to our teachers, provided
they are in fact teachers and not simply
holding down a job. This concept of
a shorter work week can work, pro-
vided enough additional teachers are
engaged so that no group of pupils
suffer by virtue of the fact that they
have two teachers for the same course,
or that the number of teaching periods
for any given course is shorter.

The unfortunate side of this is the
fact that our teachers today, or at
least those whom I know in the tea-
ching profession, are amongst that
group of people who successfully
gained a B’A. degree and found that
this did not provide the entry into the
higher-paid - professions which they
had hoped when they embarked upon
their college carrer. To so many tea-
chers their carrer is nothing more or
less than a means of supporting them-
selves and their families. The dedica-
tion which went into teaching thirty
or forty years ago no longer appears.

The edge of the coin is something
else again. It is the abrogation of pa-
rental responsibility. It is the too large
allowance to our children in place of
a good hard smack across the bottom
when such a smack is necessary. It
is the jamming of classrooms because
we cannot quite stomach the necessa-
ry increase in taxation to build and
staff the additional classrooms. It is
the Parent-Teachers Association mee-
tings, or at least those which I have

- personally attended which indulged

the children in panel discussions asking
them what is wrong with the schools.
“Rap” rooms for the children are an
interesting concept but they do not
take the place of discipline. We have
forced our teachers to become parents

South Shore (SSPRSB) where it was
offered this year for the first time,
25% of students chose the option; si-
milarly, on the Lakeshore (LRSB)
36% of students chose it, but at the
grade four level.

Many questions remain. [s early
or later immersion best? When should
English be introduced and how much?
What is the best level for a one-year
programme? Answers are starting

to come in but it is really too soon -

to make final decisions. As parents,
we would certainly want to keep the
options open, so that we can choose
what seems best for each individual
child.

and our teachers do not want this res-
ponsibility. Consequently they close
their eyes to the more reprehensible
aspects of school life. Unless they per-
sonally stumble over children having
sexual relations in a classroom as
did happen in one of our High Schools,
or unless they personally fall over a
child drugged -to the eyeballs on-ma-
rijuana, they close their eyes and pre-
tend the situation does not exist ex-
cept for the spouting of worthy words
when they come in contact with the pa-
rents.

In defense of the teachers I wonder
how many members of elite commit-
tees dealing with the schools really
know how many parents have ap-
proached the principal of their chil-
dren’s school and have said to him
“I really don’t believe what you say
about my Johnny. He just wouldn’t
do such a thing.” I happen to know
because I have been involved for quite
some time on the fringe areas of some
of the outreach programmes conducted
in Cote St. Luc by the various social
services such as the YMHA and the
YMCA and others.

My conclusion is simply. I would
like to condemn the teachers and place
the responsibility for the lack of edu-
cation of our children squarely on their
shoulders but I cannot since I must
believe in all sincerity that the grea-
test difference between the child who
is in the top ten graduating students
of the Province and the child who ba-
rely scrapes through and again the
chitd who does not make it at all, is
a question of parental responsibility,
guidance and cooperation both with
the child and with the school.

Very truly yours,

Gordon Cohen,
Montreal.

Impressed with conference

Att: Mr. Editor

Sir, /

I was tremendously impressed by
our Semi Annual Home & School
Conference held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11th, 1972. It was warm and for the
first time [ came to know more and
more of the Executive, and to listen,
understand and learn the problems
throughout.

On receiving the invitation to at-
tend the conference, my first feelings
were, well another meeting, so perhaps
I might stay an hour or two and make
out some sort of a report to our Lo-
cal Association.

I felt the main difference were the
individual sessions, where under the
chairmanship of an executive, we were
finally able to discuss pertinent to-
pics of concern in our fast changing
society. It was amazing to see our-
selves exchanging ideas, suggestions
on the topics given to us.

This is a far cry from the Annual
Convention last year, whereonly a few
of us would come forth.

I strongly urge Federation to se-
riously consider that at our May, 1973
Convention, that we hold sessions such
as these and not have a situation where
we had to decide beforehand amongst
ourselves in an open large session
which subjects we were to listen in on
to only report back to our Locals.

Society today calls for us to parti-
cipate actively to improve our school
system as much as possible, because
afterall it affects our Childrens growth.

Finally, I stayed to the very end,
had a hearty cold chicken in the box
lunch. The time was well worth while.
Lets have another session soon.

Barney Cons
Vice President.
Logan Home and School Association
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~ THE MULTIPLE PURSUIT OF BILING

AT DUNRAE GARDENS

by Miss D.N. Richardson, Principal.

A small girl is sitting in a rocking
chair with an intent look: on her face.
“Un bras, les pieds, la bouche. un

doigt,....... she says slowly. Behind
her, cross-legged on the floor, are

children each concentrating on a small -

card he has been given. “Bingo!” cries
one boy suddenly and runs up to the
teacher who checks to be sure he has
indeed covered the right pictures on
his card. “Jean, a gagné” says one
child excitedly. “Madame, John won!”
says another at the same time. ““‘Oui,
c’est bon, Jean.” says the teacher.

At Primary Level

_ We are observing a typical lesson
in the French Immersion Kindergar-
ten class at Dunrae Gardens School,

one of the 15 schools under the Pro- -

testant School Board of Greater Mont-
real which has an immersion program
at the primary level. When these En-
glish speaking children start school
in September, most of them know
no French. But from the very Tirst day

their teacher speaks only French to
them. Through her actions they quick-
ly distern what is required of them
when certain sentences are uttered.
They learn French in the same way
that they learned English as babies.
Nobody translated for them. They
simply associate words with events
in their surroundings.

Progressing Daily

Daily the children acquire new voca-
bulary, often through pictures which
their teacher has drawn and which

decorate the room. Each morning
there is a discussion about the weather,
the date, and other topics with the

children participating more and more
as they pick up the needed vocabulary.
As the year progresses, sentence struc-
tures are learned through games in
which the children associate phrases
and sentences with pictures. Simple
games, invented by the teachers and
loved by the children, play a major
role in the learning process at this

French vocabulary at the same time.
In general, activities tend to be more
teacher-centred in the French kinder-
garten. This is necessary if a French
atmosphere is to be preserved.

French Predominant

This year there are two Grade I and
one Grade II classes in French in the
school. Generally these programmes
parallel the English ones. In Grade I
the emphasis is on teaching the child-
ren to read and the phonetic approach
is used primarily in both languages.
Just as English children follow the

In the-primary level
At Diinrae Gardens,
A “Partial Immersion” School

level.

No pressure is exerted upon the
children to speak French, but gradually
they spontaneously reply to the teach-
er in French instead of English. Under-
standing develops very quickly, long
before the children actually begin to
speak the new language themselves.

Many ask how the French Kinder-
garten programme differs from the
English one at Dunrae Gardens. There
are nmrany reading and arithmetic read-
iness activities in both programmes,
but in the French Kndergarten an
effort is made to teach the appropriate

adventures of Betty, Tom, Susan and
occasionally Dick, Jane and Spot, the
French classes read about Anna, Aline,
Gustave and their dog, Pipo. Cuisen-
aire rods are used to help the children
grasp the fundamentals of arithmetic
in all primary classes. Both groups
have physical education, science and
social studies in addition to the 3 R’s.
The teachers of the two types of classes
frequently share ideas with each other.
In Grade [ in the French Immersion
programme, all instruction is in French
and one notices that gradually the

children begin to speak only French
to the teacher. It becomes unusual,
particularly toward the end of the year,
to hear any English in the classroom.
In Grade II, the completely French
atmosphere continues for the first
half of the year. However, an English
teacher will go into the room for an
hour a day after Christmas and begin
to teach the children to read in English.
Some have already learned to deci-
pher English words for themselves.
Parents have been urged not to teach
their children to read in English at
the same time that they are learning
the fundamentals of reading in French
since confusion with the sounds may

occur. After the French phonetics
have been thoroughly learned, the
English sounds can be taught with
less risk.

The program at Dunrae Gardens
leans heavily on experience gained in
other schools which have worked with
French Immersion courses for a longer
period of time. It is planned to increase
the English content of the course to
40% in Grade III, 50% in Grade IV
and 60% in Grades V, VI and VII.

Still Experimental

Because the French Immersion pro-
gramme in primary grades has been
introduced only in recent years, and
long range results are not available,
it must still be classified as experi-
mental. There has as yet been no op-
portunity to observe first and how
quickly these children will catch up
in their English skills and how well
they retain their fluency in French
as they get older. However, so far
at least, the problems appear to be
minimal and there are indications
that this is probably one good way to
teach children a second language.

UALI

® Photos by Jee:
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M BY ENGLISH SPEAKING STUDENTS

s

AT ELMGROVE
by Mr. S.C. Zakaib Principal

With the developing interest in the
French language on the part of Anglo-
phones-in the province of Quebec, a
dissatisfaction with the amount of
French being taught in the elementary
schools of the Protestant School Board
of Greater Montreal became apparent.
The P.S.B.G.M. responded to this
changing attitude that was current in
the English-speaking community.

In the spring of 1969 the P.S.B.G.
M. issued a notice to all parents of
pupils entering the 7th grade the fol-
lowing fall that a French Immersion
programme would be instituted at
Elmgrove School in St. Laurent. As
this was a purely experimental pro-
gramme and as the students could run
the risk of failing behind in their aca-
demic work, it was stipulated in that
first year that only academically pro-
ficient pupils would be accepted in the
programme. :

\
nique Situation

The response to the proposal was
enthusiastic. However, the size of the
school and the experimental nature of
the programme limited the number
of pupils that could-be accepted. Con-
sequently, in the fall of 1969, Elm-
grove School opened its doors to ap-
proximately 250 .pupils coming from
the P.S.B.G.M.s 80 elementary
schools. Because there was no pre-
cedent, the principal, Mr. W.M. Hay
and his staff, were confronted with a
unique situation - how to adapt the
regular Grade 7 programme to the
French language.

Despite the difficulties of formulat-
ing a satisfactory curriculum and ob-
taining the adequate textbooks, by
the end of the year, it was apparent
that the experiment was a successful
one. This was corroborated by testing
various control groups by the P.S.
B.G.M.’s psychologists. There was
a marked facility in the French lan-
guage on the part of the students, and
as important, their academic progress

£ 80

had not been impeded nor had their
first language suffered.

More Schools Follow

Encouraged by the success of Elm-
grove's experiment, the P.S.B.G.M.
opened an Immersion Programme at
Royal Vale School for pupils coming
from the Cote St. Luc — Hampstead
— N.D.G. — Cote des Neiges area
and at Cartierville School for the Dol-
lard des Ormeaux — Pierrefonds area.
In addition, three or four Grade 7 im-
mersion classes were opened in Ver-
dun, Dorval and Rosemount. It was
then determined that Elmgrove would
service St. Eaurent, T.M.R., Outre-
mont and Park Extension. As it was
apparent that

hadn’t suffered, the programme was
opened to all pupils of average profi-

%)

ciency.

Naturally the aim of any language
immersion programnte is to render the
pupils as fluent as possible in the lan-
guage chosen. With this in mind, Elm-
grove developed a programme which
would give the child a good basic grasp
of the French language, as well as pro-
viding him or her with every oppor-
tunity to continue his or her studies
in various disciplines. These discipli-
nes or subjects are similar to those
of the regular Grade 7 programme,
that is, mathematics, geography, sci-

.

the children’s work

ence, history, English, physical edu-
cation, music, and art. In addition,
an important period of the school day
is francgais supplémentaire, an enrich-
ment course which supplements the
regular frangais de base or formal
French.

Subject periods are forty minutes
in length and there are seven periods
in the day. A pupil has three teachers,

B Rekey D

one of whom is the homeroom teacher.
The purpose of this is to allow the
pupil to accustom his or her ear to a
variety of accents and voices. For
example, a child may have his own
homeroom teacher for mathematics,
art, music and frangais supplémentaire
and a second teacher for French, and
a third teacher for geography and
science. In addition to the above, each
pupil takes physical“education with a
French-speaking specialist and English
with a specialist. The pupils also have
the opportunity to make use of a li-

brary that is equipped with an ade-
quate supply of French books, both
fiction and non-fiction. A limited num-
ber of students can also take up the
study of a stringed instrument under
the guidance of a music teacher who
is a member of the Montreal Sympho-
ny Orchestra.

Extensive Use of French

From the day that pupils enter Elm-
grove School they are encouraged to
use French at all times in the class-
rooms. Because of their relatively
limited vocabulary and their paucity
of idiomatic expressions, their frus-

trations in the classroom are predic-
table and understandable. The imme-
diate task of the teacher is to provide
them with the basic tools to express
themselves adequately - the useful,
everyday expressions that are necessary
in the classroom. Under these circums-
tances, the children are permitted to
speak English outside of the class-
rooms. However, sometime during

»

the latter part of October, the no-
English rule is instituted in the halls,
locker room and toilets. Later on in
the year, the pupils are asked and en-
couraged to use French in the cafeteria -
and on the playgrounds.

It goes without saying that the no-
English rule is not always adhered
to, especially when there are no teach-
ers in evidence. For this reason, a sys-
tem of appointing monitors was or-
ganized, whereby pupils speaking En-
glish would be given points and at the
end of each week, the class with the
least amount of points would become
the monitors for the following week.
This system has proven effective in
that the students have entered into it
with enthusiasm, and the rush to see
the points posted on the wall chart
is the highlight of each day.

The obvious results of this immer-
sion in French begin to be seen clearly
after the first term when pupils appear
to have completely thrown off the in-
hibitions which seem to shackle most
Anglophones with regard to a foreign
language. The children can be heard

yelling to one another in French, teas-
ing and playing in French and carrying
on in French after they have left the
school boundaries. It would be pre-
sumptuous and overly optimistic to
imagine that the pupils leave Elmgrove
fluently bilingual, for this is not the
case. What they receive is a very good
grounding 1n the language, a facility
with words, and the experience of
having to think«in the language for a
good part of the day. If the experience
of Elmgrove School is extended beyond
the school day and the school year,
there is no reason why a child could
not become fluently bilingual.
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Northmount High Home & School

Skigawake - Port Daniel Home & School

A red carpet (and we do mean lite-
rally) was rolled out for the North-
mount graduates of 1972 on October
26th, at graduation exercises.

Mr. R.C. Paterson, principal, re-
ceived a standing ovation from the
students when he entered the audi-
torium.

Dr. R. A. McKeown, a member:
of the Protestant School Board of
Greater Montreal, chaired the eve-
ning. Silver medals from the Board
were presented to the two leading
students, Frances Bronet and Her-
bert Dobrinski. Five one hundred
dollar scholarshjps donated by the
Home and School, and four North-
mount High School scholarships, were
presented to worthy students.

The Northmount girls choir, di-
rected by Jan Heels, sang a lovely
selection of songs. It was a very im-
pressive ceremony. It is heartwarming
to observe the enthusiastic atmosphere
that prevails at Northmount High
these days.

Our first fund raising event of the
season was a Hallowe’en. Bake sale,

held on October 31st, for the students.
This proved successful.

We held our first gen(ral meeting on
Monday, November 13th, 1972, at
8:30 p.m. Our guest speaker was Ma-
rion Usher, MSW, and a graduate of
the University of Wisconsin. She was
formerly employed by the Allen Me-
morial Institute in Family Therapy
for two years, and is now a social work-
er with Herzl Centre. Her topic was
“Family in the Seventies™. The evening
was very interesting and stimulating,
with active participation from the
audience. Everyone enjoyed it immen-
sely. Membership for Quebec Federa-
tion of Home and School Association
was taken, and refreshments were
served.

We will be sponsoring a pre-Christ-
mas Bazaar with new merchandise,

books and home baked goodies. We.

cordially invite all parents in the com-
munity to attend this function. This
will take place in the Gym Room on
December -t2th, from 3:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. .

Mount Royai High Home and School

A panel discussion on C.E.G.E.P.s
was featured at a “CEGEP Informa-
tion Night” held November 30th in
the Mount Royal High School Au-
ditorium. Both parents and students
were invited to attend the meeting
sponsored by the Mount Royal High
Scool Home and School Association.

The four speakers answered ques-
tions on what is in store for students
who will be attending C.E.G.E.Ps
in the years to come. The’ meeting
.also served to provide answers for
parents who may not be too well ac-
quainted with what the C.E.G.E.P.

program is all about. :

Speakers invited to address the meet-
ing were: Kenneth’Cavanaugh, Exe-
cutive Secretary of C.E.G.E.P. In-
formation Centre; Michael Harper,
Academic Dean of Vanier College;
Dr. Gertrude McFarlane, Co-or-
dination of the Arts Sector at Dawson
College, and Professor James White-
law, Associate Vice-Principal of Aca-
demic plannning at Sir George Wil-
liams University, member of original
planning committee of C.E.G.E.P.

Refreshments were served following

‘the meeting.

~ “Our membership drive this year
indicated even greater support for

H&S.....thirty-five  parents, nearly
one from every ten Willingdon families
have joined a newly organized volun-
teer program. They are working as
Teacher Aides, as extra staff in the
library, conducting field trips and
organizing visits to the school by in-
teresting people..... Willingdon’s after
school program offers inexpensive
courses primarily in art, music, and
gymnastics. This is organized annual-
ly by H&S.....A well attended general
meeting, October 6th, acclaimed se-
venteen members to our School Com-
mittee.....Skates and ski boots were
traded November Ist at our annual
sale.....We had a surprise recently.
Frangois Cloutier, Minister of Educa-
tion, came to Willingdon. He visited

Willingdon Home and School

all French Immersion -classes, many
English classes and chatted in French
to the children.

We held another Fmily Night on
November 24th. It was an opportunity
for the entire family to spend an eve-
ning singing and dancing together
....Almost the entire H&S executive
and many other parents are planning
a Book Fair. New French and English
books will be sold and the profits will
be used by the school to buy French
and English library books. A special
feature will be a bookmart contest.
Willingdon children will compete
to design a bookmark which will be
professionally printed by a Willing-
don parent and distributed at the Book
Fair on Friday December 8th from 7
to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday the 9th
from 10 to 1.

The Home & School Association
held a programme on 28 of November,
that explored the good and bad things
about life in a “mammoth” school, as
against life in a relatively small school-
for instance, the proposed Seaway
School as against Chambly County
High. .

Mr Gordon Green, who wrote last
March in the Weekend Magazine,
defended the small school; aided by

St. Lambert Home & School

Mr. Michael Watt, recently a St. Lam-
bert student.

Mr. Donald Harris, Vice Principal
from the very successful Beaconsfield
High, spoke in front the large type
school.

Mr. Henry Breau from the Depart-
ment of Education explained the costs
and expenses. A representative of the
South Shore Board added some illus-
trations from our own system.

The second meeting of the Shigawa-
ke-Port Daniel Home and School As-
sociation was held on October 24th.
Before the meeting opened, parents
were invited to look at a display of
art work which the Hopetown School
youngsters had made. A portion of the
display was devoted to snapshots of the
trip to Gaspé and Percé which was ma-
de by the school children last June. The
creative talents of the children were
well-represented, and all present ex-
pressed their admiration of what the
children had accomplished.

The president, Mrs. Carl Hayes,
gave a short summary of what had
transpired at the School Committee
Meeting held in New Carlisle on Octo-
ber 10th. Twenty-two members were
elected from the various communities
from Gascon.to Cullen’s Brook. Mr.
L. Mason-Tulby was chosen as the
committee’s teacher representative. It
was decided that a meeting of this com-
mittee would be held on the third Mon-
day of every month. Mrs. Dianne
LeGresley was chosen as representati-
ve to the Parent Committee.

The meeting was then turned over to
Mr. Stephen Dow and Mrs. Eurda
Hoorweg, teachers of special education
at Hopetown School and the speakers
for the evening. Mrs. Dow began by
stating that there are various symp-
toms that mark out a learning-disabled
child. As a regular class teacher alrea-
dy has between thirty and forty pupils
to educate, she rarely finds the time or
opportunity to work with the learning-
disabled child. This child must then

become the responsibility of the special
education teacher. A psychologist first
tests the child to find out just what pro-
blems are to be encountered by the
teacher. The child is then retested by
the special education teacher, and after
diagnosis, a program is set up to help
the child. As a result of this testing,
the special education teacher often
finds that he or she is teaching more
than one level of education. In some
cases, the teacher has as many as five,
six or even seven levels! It is because of
this variety of levels that the enrolment
in a special education class is limited to
no more than fifteen pupils. With.such
a small. class, some parents are still in-
clined to believe that the special educa-
tion teacher has a very simple job to
perform. However, the education of a
learning-disabled child is not a simple
problem. On the contrary, it is a rather
tricky one.

Before Mr. Dow presented the two
films he had brought to the assembly,
he asked every parent present to keep
in mind three very important thoughts
expressed by various psychologists
and educators.

1. All students do not have equal
capacity.

2. Every child is entitled to an edu-
cation.

3. A school should serve its children,
not the parents or the teachers.

The two films, “The Invisible Cri-
pler” and “Moving is Learning” were
then shown and a short discussion pe-
riod followed.

Iona Ave Home & School

Our school year got off to a great
start with our Sept. 25th enrolment
evening for Home & School and re-
gistration for our many extra-curri-
cular projects. The evening also gave
parents the opportunity to meet the
teachers and listen to their particular
philosophy of teaching.

By October our School Committee
was in force with a membership of
twenty very willing workers.

November was fund raising time
and our chocolate bar sale was in pro-
gress. We expect it to be a huge suc-
cess, thereby guaranteeing a good deal

of money for audio-visual material,
physical education equipment and
musical supplies to supplement the
facilities already available at the
school.

By December our Family Life pro-
gram should be underway. This under-
taking has been arranged for grades
5, 6 & 7 students, as well as their par-
ents (separately). Mrs. Ruth Eliasoph
of the Mental Hygiene Institute has
been selected to head this project.
She was with us last year and was
very well received.

MacDonald Home & School

The students at Macdonald High
School raised $2,400.00 for the Mus-
cular Dystrophie Fund during their
“Blitz”> on Nov. 9, 1972, It was more
than twice as much as they had raised
last year selling chocolate bars.

The “Blitz” was organized by the
student “Steering Committee’ with the
gentle coaching of Miss MacLeod
the Vice-principal, and the areas con-
vagsed were Baie d’Urfe to Dorion.
Afterwards there was a party in the
boys gym where the results of the
“Blitz” were announced as the money
was brought in.

The “Steering Committee’ is a new
concept at the school this year, Origi-
nated by Mr. Hill, the principal it is
made up of fifteen students who have
voluntarily offered to take part i

organizing student affairs for the cur-
rent year. Formerly the executive was
voted into office by the student body.
Judging from the enthusiasm gene-
rated during the “Blitz” we all feel
this to be a very successful innovation.

There will be no student represent-
ation on the Home and School this
year or on the Parents Committee but
rather there is a new group organized
called the Co-ordinating Committee
which will have representatives from
the Home and School and the Parents
Committee and an equal number of
students.

It is hoped that this will provide a
more relaxed atmosphere for the stu-
dents to express their ideas as they will
be equal in number to the adult re-
presentation.
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A French Book Fair held at Cour-

Much support, too, in the back

tland Park School in Dorval on Thurs- room. was provided by Mrs. Kay Zel-
day, November 2 was a great success. Mer as secretary, Mrs. Sonia Swain as
Many interested residents visited the Lreasurer and Mrs. Pat Waterston on

school gymnasium to view a colorful Equipment.

Volunteers being

and stimulating display of French
books, games and records.

The display which was arranged
by Mrs. Barbara Danziger and her
helpers was a festive background for
the beautiful french books, games
and records selected by Mrs. Mar-
garet Shewchuck, Mrs. Heather
Thompson and Mrs. Norah Ramsey.

A great number of volunteers, both
parents and students were needed to
make the Fair the success that it was
and their activities were coordinated
by Mrs. Jane Findlay.

gt e

briefed before the Fair.

Photo by Robert Danziger.

The chairman of the Book Fair
Committee was Mrs. Margaret Stead.

The enthusiasm of the children both
in their attendance at the Fair and in
their participation was very gratifying
and did much to encourage the par-
ents. Their delight at the appearance
of the cast of ‘Chez Héléne" and the
crowd was overwhelming.

Certainly a great interest in the
French language and in material avail-
able in that language was shown
throughout the entire project.

Wagar High Home & School

Wagar Home & School Association
held an Open Meeting on November
28th, for all parents, students and
teachers.

The highlight of the meeting was a
panel discussion and workshop —
“Judaism — Yesterday, Today, What
Of Tomorrow?”. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the validity of
introducing a Jewish Studies course
as an elective in the curriculum for
next year.

Lachine Rapid Home &

At the beginning of October there
was a general meeting and election
called by W.R. Elliott, Principal of
L.R.S. to discuss and elect members
for the 1972-73 School Committee.
Regretfully there was an absence of
TOO MANY PARENTS, the parents
who attended were very enthusiastic
(SEVEN — PLUS THE EXECU-
TIVE). Very poor for a School that
has over 300 children in attendance.
A meeting of the executive is held the
second Wednesday cf every month —
any parent is welcome to come and
sit in at these meetings.

MODERN DANSE: A modern
danse (Interpretive Ballet) for Ladies
is in full swing and the ladies who are
attending say they are really enjoying
this form of exercise as well as the
evening out.

EXTRA FRENCH: Our extra
French Program is again underway
this year. This is a ten week course of

Mr. Morris Chaikelson, well-
known lawyer and student of Judaica,
and Dr. Jonathan Siegel, Professor of
Judaic Studies at Sir George Williams
University, were the guest speakers.

Following the panel discussion and
a question and answer period, those
present re-organized into informal
round table groups, with a discussion
leader and recorder at each table. A
resumé which encompassed the con-
clusions of each group, concluded the
meeting.

School Ass. L.ASalle

one hour a week, and oftered to the
senior grades to help the gap between
elementary and high school. Parents
of the seniors grades have been no-
tified of this program.

LIBRARY: The school library is in
full swing. It’s success is due to the
mothers who volunteer their time. This
year we are looking for mothers to vol-
unteer their spare time — Morning
or Afternoon — as the Seventh &
Six Grades will be moving into the
new High School come September,
and most of our volunteer mothers
to date are the mothers of children in
these grades. For more information
call Mrs. G. Theriault 366-7025.

JUDO: ANYONE INTERESTED
IN GETTING A CLASS GOING
FOR THE CHILDREN -- CALL
D. MCCOY — 366-1407.

TILL NEXT MONTH THINK
HOME & SCHOOL — REMEMBER
THEY ARE YOUR CHILDREN
-~ HELP US TO HELP THEM.

The Morison Home & School Asso-
ciation organized a scrapbook contest
for the children during the summer en-
titled ““Summer 72" Scrapbooks. We
had 14 participants and each child was
presented with a crest. Two teachers
Judged the scrapbooks and we had 3
prize winners. Our principal, Mr. V.
Smiley, helped to make the event a big
success by holding an assembly of the
children during school hours for the
presentation of the awards. Judging by
the enthusiasm of the children, this
event will undoubtedly be a big success
if repeated next year.

A general meeting was held on Octo-
ber 10th to elect our School Commit-
tee. The meeting was poorly attended,
with only 30 parents present. A com-
mittee of 8 parents was elected, four
of which are on the Home and School
executive. The Home and School Asso-
ciation served refreshments at the mee-
ting.

The Home & School executive orga-
nized a meeting with the principal, Mr.
V. Smiley and the staff of the school on
October 12th. This is the first time a
meeting of this nature has been arran-
ged, and I feel positive everyone found
it most beneficial. This session opened
a valuable chain of communication
between parents and teachers.

We organized the Crippled Children
Campaign in the school and also distri-
buted UNICEF boxes to all interested
children.

Courtland Park Home & Schoo Morison Home & School
¢ |

The Home and School Association
sent a petition to Mr. Francois Cloutier
Minister of Education in Quebec City,
requesting that the position of French
Specialist be excluded from the pupil-
teacher ratio. This was sent due to the
loss of our French Specialist for the
Junior Grades, Mde. Levy, because
our school was over the pupil-teacher
ratio.

Our principal, Mr. V. Smiley, held
an “Open House” at school on Octo-
ber 26th at which time the Home and
School Association held its member-

ship drive. The meeting was attended
by approximately 300 parents. Class-
rooms were open for parents to visit,
some of the teachers organizing activi-
ties. We had 60 paid members at the

end of the evening. However, due to
extremely hard work on the part of our
membership chairman, our member-
ship now stands at 101.

Four members of the Home &
School executive visited the Somerled
-Center on November 1Ist. The Home &
School Association has funds to spend
on equipment for the school, from a
“Spring Fair” held last May. The staff
of the school had many suggestions
and we went to the Somerled Center to
better understand how the equipment
can be utilized in the school, and to
see what was available.

Foster Home Programme Made
Available to Home & School

Foster homes for school age children
was the major topic of discussion at a
meeting on October 17, 1972 between
Mrs. D. Arrey and Mrs. Allison Irwin
of the Quebec Federation of Home &
Schools Associations, and social work-
ers from six child care agencies held
at the Foster Home Recruiting Centre,
Montreal. The urgent need of substi-
tute homes for English-speaking adol-
escents, school age children 8-12
(especially boys), and siblings groups
of 3-4 children was underlined as a
priority by all of the agencies.

The F.H.R.C. is developing a wide
range of subjects and materials of in-

terest to home & school groups who
are planning various programs and
activities for their members. Slides,
films, speakers and panels that include
foster parents and social workers com-
prise the total “foster care information
package” available for presentation
from Feb.-May, and Sept.-Dec. 1973.
Groups wishing to further explore
issues in foster child care including
the special school needs of some foster
children, are invited to write or phone
the Foster Home Recruiting Centre
for more information. The address is
4018 St. Catherine St. West (near At-
water) Montreal 215 — Tel. 935-2589.

“YQUR CHILD’S
EDUCATION”

Every Saturday
E‘::zylss‘)l,l;‘?ay 9:45 a.m.
CJAD Radio 800  CFOM Radio 1340
Montreal Quebec

Y our Host: Sheldon Phaneuf

Communications Coordinator
of Provincial Association
of Protestant Teachers.
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To: UBS Travel/Voyages SDC
Box 73, Mount Royal
Montreal 304.

Tel: 735-5210.

9 days 8 nights in Torremolinos on the beautiful Costa del Sol. $355.

The price includes round trip via Iberia Airlines DC-8 jet, meals in
flight, transfers, deluxe accommodations at the Hotel Al-Andalus (5-
star) based on two persons per room, breakfast and dinner daily, gala
New Year's Eve dinner party in Madrid.

Depart: Saturday, December 23, 7:30 p.m.
Return: Monday, January 1st.

r_-------------------------i

Please send information on the tour to Spain.

Because of the outstanding success
of the 1972 students tour to Canada’s
Arctic, sponsored by the Canadian
National Sportsmen’s Show, “North
of Sixty” will be repeated in 1973.

In making the announcement, CNSS

President, Richard T.D. Birchall,
stressed the importance of involving
Canada’s young people in that part of
the country, now frequently referred
to as “‘the last frontier”.

As in 1972, “North of Sixty” is a
national contest, open to all Canadian
high school students attending public,
private and parochial schools, who will
have celebrated his or her seventeenth
birthday but not yet attained his or her
birthday on July 1, 1973.

Twelve winners will be selected,
who will be touring the Arctic for
twelve days in July 1973. All expenses
will be paid by the Canadian National
Sportsmen’s Show, whose project will
be co-ordinated by the Youth Science
Foundation, Ottawa.

Places to be visited include Yellow-
knife, Hay River, Inuvik, Tuktoyaktuk,
Sachs Harbour, Holman, Cambridge
Bay, Bathurst Inlet, Coppermine,
Snowdrift and Reliance in the North
West Territories and Old Crow in the
Yukon. -
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Students entering the contest will
be asked to submit a 2000 - 2500 word
essay on ‘‘Canada’s Arctic”’, devel-
oping such specific topics as history,
geography, ecology, demography, na-
tural ressources and their exploitation.

Entries must be post-marked no la-
ter than February 1, 1973, and mailed
to “North of Sixty in Seventy-three
Contest”, céo N.S. Helm, Contest Co-
ordinator, Suite 1400, Toronto Dom-
inion Centre, P.. Box 34, Toronto
111, Ont.

All entries must include name, date
of birth, address and school, and will
become the property of the Canadian
National Sportsmen’s Show.

A panel of eminent geographers,
biologists, ecologists and educators
will be appointed by the sponsor, to
act as judges, whose decisions will be
final.

The successful candidates will
travel by commercial carriers to the
staging area; from there the group will
travel by charter Twin-Otter to points
to be visited.

Announcement of the winners will
be made during the 1973 Canadian
National Sportsmen’s Show, to be
held at the Coliseum, Toronto’s Exhib-
ition Park, from March 16 - 25, 1973.

IN THE STUDENTS CORNER

REYHAN YAZAR

Tops With 94%

The top student in all PSBGM
Schools with an average of 94% (possibly
in whole province but not yet officially
confirmed) Qutremont High School is
indeed proud of the scholastic success
of Reyhan Yazar who came to Canada

with her family in 1964 from Turkey.

Reyhan, who was awarded the J.W.
McConnell scholarship by McGill Uni-
versity, as well as Birks Silver Medal,
and the Alice Ruart, the Alfred Joyce
and Fred W. Cook (Home & School)
Scholarships, as well as the Julia Brad-
shaw Memorial Scholarship, is now in

Biology Science at McGill University. ; T g

She plans to study Medicine and wants i '

to specialize in Psychiatry. Reyhan Yazar
by Ruth Sembera

I sat reading the above announce-
ment which I had just prepared for
The News and began to wonder just
what sort of a person could a girl be
who can produce this kind of effort —
so I went to find out...

Native of Turkey

Reyhan is a quiet young lady, slim
with brown hair and gentle eyes, and
with definite ideas of what she is,
and wants to be. The daughter of an
electronics ‘engineer, with two sisters,
one elder and one younger, she has
been in Montreal since she was nine
years old. She had already one year’s
English study at an academy in Turkey,
but, as she said, school English did
not help much. She attended Bedford
and then Logan school before moving
on to Outremont High. She says that
she does not recall any difficulties in
adapting to Canadian conditions and
has always learned well at school. I
asked her if she was nervous when
writing exams and she replied *‘I never
fail them so why should I be afraid of
them”.

A Agatha Christie Fan

Reyhan is a voracious reader — in
fact she says she reads so much she
wonders where she finds time for study.
She does not like modern authors and
thinks that their characters have no
depth and goes a little farther back for
her reading for this reason. I found to
my relief that she was not only fond of
novels but also, like myself, an avid
Agatha Christie fan and also admitted
to a liking for Ray Bradbur’s brand of
science fiction. English is really her

favourite study- —and because she is
interested in people and their char-
acters she wishes to study psychiatry
— wants “to really get inside people
and see what makes them tick”. She
likes walking and swims and plays bad-
minton — but so far has not become
Canadian enough to be attracted to
skating or skiing. Study comes easily
to Reyhan. She says it is enough to
read something until you understand
it and then, poof, it is there and you
don’t forget it.

Following Sister’s Footsteps

She is very happy at McGill and
finds that the freer study style at the
CEGEPS Level suits her very well. Her
elder sister is also in Science at McGill,
and her younger sister is in the 8th
Grade at Outremont High. Reyhan
believes that her little sister is ‘“‘quite
clever too.” I found Reyhan easy to
talk with and most interested in a great
many subjects. In fact I found myself
at various times on the opposite side
of the interview, with her asking me all
sorts of questions, and our projected
half-an-hour had spread into 1% hours
before either of us had realized it.

Home & School Scholarship

I really feel proud that the Outre-
mont Home & School Association
Scholarship for the best girl student of
the year, was one of those which will
ease Reyhan on her first year’s study
and she certainly will, I am sure do us
great credit. We will watch her future
career with interest. The best of luck
to you Reyhan, and every success.

HAPPY HANUKKAH

W G il A i ol il e ol e

Did you know that many
children don’t have adequate
clothing to attend school this
winter? VERDUN ANTI-
POVERTY ASSOCIATION,
which is a self-help group,
would be glad to receive any
secondhand clothing (children
and adult, clean and in good
condition); also toys and other
small articles for their

VAPA MART,

925 Church Ave., Verdun.

Pick-up can be arranged. For
further information call Mrs.
J. LIPTON, President, Verdun
High, 766-8304. Show that
YOU CARE for those who are
less fortunate!
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Q.F.H.S.A.

MEMBERSHIP
HONOUR ROLL.

......

(Each month, The News will publish the names of

those Home & School Associations whose member-
ship list renewals indicate an increase of their mem-

bership from the previous year.)

continued from page 3)

Mr. Smethurst discussed bulk mem-
bership, whether the idea was feasible
and, if so, how much each association
would be obliged to pay in order to
join their total family membership.
Here again, it was necessary to con-
sider the fee structure and the overall
fiscal operations of Federation and its
requirements. Mr. Smethurst solicited
ideas from the Presidents present.

Mr. Harrison spoke on the question
of the separation of Federation and
Local fees. He felt that in those areas
where there is no local Home & School
association, perhaps we could con-
sider a different class of membership
on a school basis. This offered pos-
sibilities of greatly increasing our
membership and yet it might at the
same time result in a reduced individ-
ual, family membership.

Mr. Miller dealt with membership
renewal and the need to bring about a
complete revampment of the system of
registering members on a year-to-year
basis as is presently done. Mr. Miller
pointed out that as a result of the gi-
gantic task each year of hundreds of

local associations having to re-sign-

their members anew, that it would be
more expedient to maintain a per-
manent membership record and merely

S5 A S S S S S a3

make those changes necessitated by
the following years additions or dele-
tions of membership. As presently
carried out the final membership list
is not completed until the month of

February in each year, resulting in.

great loss of efficiency, time and mo-
ney. With a centralized, permanent
system, membership renewal notices
would be sent out during the summer
on a Province wide basis and Locals
would only be required to follow up
in those instances where renewals
had not been received.

Following the panel discussion
there were questions from the floor.
At 2:15 p.m. the analysis of the morn-
ing discussion sessions were presented
by the 12 recotders, each recorder
giving a brief verbal presentation to
be followed by a fuller and more de-
tailed written report. The “mini-confe-
rence” adjoured at 3:15 p.m. with
Mrs. Arrey expressing her gratification
at this most successful Presidents con-
ference and thanking the Presidents
and other officers for having attended
an all-day Saturday event. “‘From the
enthusiasm displayed,” said Mrs.

Arrey, *‘it was obvious that the Pres--

idents Conference was a wonderful
idea and that if would most likely
become an annual event.”

To all our members we wish to
extend our best wishes for a

Happy and Joyous

Season.

Holiday

The Executive and Board of
Directors ;, Quebec Home and
School Association.

Denise Arrey

President

S AT AT T TS

Random sampling of
resolutions adopted by
Quebec Teachers
Corporation

(The largest teachers organization in this Province, the
CORPORATION DES ENSEIGNANTS DU QUEBEC
(C.E.Q.) or, the Quebec Teachers Corporation, held its 22nd
Congress at the Chanteclerc Hotel on July 10th. The dele-
gates adopted well over 100 Resolutions of which it is only
possible to cite some at random.

The resolutions were dealt with under four general broad
headings, namely: (a) the protection of the teacher in his sta-
tus as a worker within the judicial system (b) helping the tea-
cher to become a true agent of social transformation by direct-
ing his fight in a more and more political perspective, (c¢)
placing the syndical struggle of the teachers within the social,
economical framework of Quebec by confirming its linguis-
tic policy, and (d) Improving the operations and working con-

ditions of the organization.

In publishing a sampling of these resolutions,
two points must be borne in mind by the reader. First, the pas-
sages of the resolutions cited are not intended to represent
a “balanced” or over all perspective of decisions reached by
the C.E.Q. but, as already pointed out, have been selected
at random in order to provide an insight into the teachers’
thoughts, on certain basic issues. Secondly, the passages cited
have been translated from the french text and in some instan-
ces, one must treat with caution the degree of exactness in

translation.)

To protect the teacher in his status
as worker within the judicial plan

— by utilizing to the full the judiciai
recources in a perspective of of-
fense

1. Judicial harassment

That the C.E.Q. undertake a ju-
dicial harassment struggle in or-
der to protect its members not
only by defending them but by
counter-attacking on  various
fronts, be it against the decree,
the Education Act, and the other
laws and regulations concerned,
in collaboration with the other
central unions. )

38. English speaking teachers

That the C.E.Q. not agree to any
special plan and net revise any
of its official policies with the sole
purpose of facilitating the inte-
gration of PACT and PAPT.

46. A. That priority be given to the
training and organization of
militants at the level of schools.

49. D. That the C.E.Q. promote the
the role of the teacher as an
agent for pedagogical, social
and political change. ’

starting with the working environ-
ment of the teacher by using the
file “The school in the service of
the dominant class”. :

51. That the C.E.Q. declare and sei-

ze every occasion to denounce
and demonstrate the socially disas-
trous consequences of the trans-
mission of capitalist idealogy in
the schools, and to this end adopt
the file “‘the school in the service
of the ruling class”, and under-
takes to make it known to all its
members so that these latter may
express their opinion.

54. *A. That the C.E.Q. take the ne-
cessary measures to unmask
the psendo-democratication of
the school and the existence
of two systems of education in
Quebec, the one private for
the priviledged class and the
other for the “ordinary” peo-
ple.

55. That the C.E.Q. in taking its po-
sition concerning.schoolsscamhat
all decisions, methods, programs
or pedagogical initiatives which
would serve to perpetuate the capi-
talist system.

69. That the C.E.Q. reaffirm the ur-
gent need of proclaiming French,
the national language of Que-
beckers, as the only official lan-
guage of the state of Quebec.

70. That the C.E.Q. demand and take
all measures to have the infamous
“Bill 63 repealed.

71. That the C.E.Q. altirm that krench
should become the only official
language as well as that of labour
relations, business, administra-
tion and communications, public
services and the educational sys-
tem.

72. That the C.E.Q. reject the Federal
Government’s policy which, under
the guise of an extremely subtle
official bilingualism and ambi-
guous multiculturalism, aims to
make of the people of Quebec
a simple ethnic minority in an es-
sentially Anglophone whole.

73. That the C.E.Q. accuse the Quebec
Government of complicity with
the sources of enslavement of work-
ers within the linguistic and cul-
tural framework.

77. A. That the C.E.Q. support the
the action of parents’ groups
who have undertaken to fight
against the expansion of bi-
lingual kidergarten classes.
a) that, in the curricula En-

glish be excluded at the
elementary level;

b) that, at the secondary le-
vel, English become an op-
tional subject just as the
other foreign languages.

94. That the CE.Q. promote the
election of it{ members or of any
citizen whose ideas are compati-
ble with our movement and who
offer valid guarantees to represent
the working class to positions
within public organizations, such
as the administrative councils
of the universities, the CEGEP’s,
the hospitals and the school boards.
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(Editor’s Note: Each issue of The News carries a guest article written on a subject
of education and related matters. This month’s article, IN MY OPINION is sub-
mitted by Mrs. Winifred Potter, Area Representative of the Town of Mount Royal. )

My child is learning French in a class that is too large and that has no French
specialist. 1 am concerned about this, and there are many parents in this province
who have this same concern. Educators, when questioned, point out that this
situation is caused by the norms (teacher-pupil ratio) set by the Department of
Education. And everyone agrees that the root cause is money, or, more precisely,
the lack of it.

But I wonder if this is really the whole explanation.

Since 1969 English schools in Quebec have been required by law (bill 63
and Regulation 6) to teach an increasing amount of French, the goal being “to
enable the pupils to acquire a working knowledge of French as a second language,
before the end of the secondary course.” Few English-speaking parents in Quebec
would dispute the need for this goal. But why does the Department of Education
impose such a regulation on the one hand when, on the other, it specifically denies
for the implementation of this regulation the money granted to it by the Federal
Government for the promotion of bilingualism?

On the advice of the Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism a spe-
cial fund was set up by the Federal Government to help provincial departments
of education provide instruction in a second language. In the year 1970-71, for
example, Quebec got the lion’s share of the grant, $29,986,803., out of the $50
million made available to the provinces under the federal programme to develop
bilingualism. Isn’t it reasonable to assume that this federal money designated for
the promotion of bilingualism would be most appropriately used in our schools,
both English and French, to promote the learning of the second language? Yet
of this more than twenty-nine million dollars, none went to the teaching of French
in our English schools, because the Department of Education has decreed other-
wise.

In a footnote to the preamble to Regulation 6 this denial of these funds is
made explicit: “This regulation has no connection with the federal provincial
programme of cooperation in matters of bilingualism in the field of education.
Amounts recovered by the government of Quebec by virtue of the agreement
between the government and the federal government are so recovered, in fact,
for instruction to be given in the English language, and for teaching the English
language as a second language, English being in Quebec the language of the offi-
cial minority, as French is the language of the official minority in the other pro-
vinces.

But wait, isn’t it strange that the French Catholic system nowhere has its
equivalent of Regulation 6 for the teaching of English to its pupils, but that it
is the one entitled to the necessary grants for the teaching of the second language,

whereas our English school system with a compulsory regulation of extensive

. second language teaching is denied the federal grants which are specifically desi-

gnated for the promotion of bilingualism? :

How can a person believe in the good faith of a government and of a depart-
ment of Education that legislates as if part of the Quebec population does not
exist? that treats Quebec, in this instance, as if it were a monolithic, unilingual
French-speaking province, whereas the truth is that Quebec has 1,200,000 Que-
beckers whose first language is not French. One million, two hundred thousand
people, this is a larger number of people than the population in six of the other
Canadian provinces. But the Department of Education chooses to act as if we do
not exist as far as the distribution of federal grants for bilingualism is concerned.

On the whole, I believe that English-apeaking Quebeckers sympathise with
the Quebec government’s concern for the maintenance of the French fact in the
province. This concern, however, does not justify the government’s ignoring of
other Quebeckers’ needs and rights, nor does it justify the denial to English-
speaking Quebec of federal money for the promotion of bilingualism. There is
a need, long overdue, for the Government of Quebec to govern for the well-being
of all Quebeckers, both English and French-speaking, and not, as it increasingly
seems, for only one segment of the Quebec population.

There is a need also, I believe, for the Federal Government to assume more
responsibility in its granting of money for the promotion of bilingualism in Que-
bec than it has been willing to shoulder. These grants should not be allowed to
become a vehicle on the part of the provincial government for discrimination
against one language group.

But there is another body whom I believe to be also at fault — you and I
and all of us, English-speaking parents who acquiesce in this arbitrary, discri-
minatory interpretation of the distribution of the federal grant. If we continue
to remain silent, if we do not speak up to elected officials, if, increasingly, we
accept unjust legislation which is racist in intent, we will deserve the fate that
undoubtedly awaits us. But our children do not deserve this fate.

Deadline For
Next Issue:

January 15th, 1973

As part of QFHSA'’s current campaign to bolster off-island Home & School associa-
tion memberships, three members of our Provincial Executive held a series of meetings
in the Quebec City area where they met with representatives of various schools re-
cently. In the above photo, left to right: Betty O’Connell and Wally Evans, Vice-Pres-
idents; Mrs. Margot Bullen, President of the St. Foy Association; Catherine Knox of
Holland Elementary school; Mr. B. de Boer, Area Representative from Thedford
Mines; and, back to camera, Mrs. Denise Arrey, QFHSA President.

CANADIAN IMPERIAL
BANK OF COMMERCE

GIVEBLOOD
GIVE NOW




