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Willingness of Quebec-born Anglophone and Francophone students
to stay in Quebec or leave

Contents of this Lunch & Learn’ QUESCREN  is as follows:

Slides 1 to 24 are for the presentation of 
September 16, 2021

Slides 25 -36 offer extra information related to 
the study, published as:

Bourhis, Richard Y. and Rana Sioufi, 
“Anglophone and Francophone desire to stay or 
leave Quebec: A study of Quebec-born 
undergraduates in Montreal.” In La Charte : La 
Loi 101 et Les Québécois d’expression Anglaise / 
The Charter: Bill 101 and English-Speaking 
Quebec, edited by Lorraine O’Donnell, Patrick 
Donovan, and Brian Lewis, pp. 85-124. Québec: 
Presses de l’Université Laval, 2021. 
For information on the book or to order it in 
digital or paper format, click here.
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Number & percentage of Quebec population by mother tongue (L1). 
Canadian Census: 1971 – 2016 

L1 French 4 860 410 5 585 645 5 741 435 5 802 020 5 916 840 6 102 210 6 219 660

L1 English 788 830 626 195 621 865 591 380 607 165 599 225 601 155

Allophone 390 415 598 445 681 285 732 180 866 000 961 695 1 060 830

3
Mother tongue (L1): First language learned at home in childhood and still understood at time of census

80.7 82 81.5 81.4 79.6 78.1 77.1
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Net interprovincial migration of Anglophones (QA),  Francophones (QF) &  
Allophones (A)to Québec:  Arrivals – Departures = net loss in thousands (k) 1966-2016

Net loss: QA:- 349.8K; A: -120K; QF: -57.5k Total QC loss= -527.3K Canada census: 1966-2016
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Some PULL & Push factors affecting inter-provincial migration 
for Quebec-born Anglophones and Francophones 

Pull factors are those which attract Anglophones and Francophones to migrate
from Quebec to rest of Canada (ROC)

1. Economic factors : individuals seek better jobs, higher salary and better career
prospects in ROC
2. Achievement goals : pursuing further studies & training in ROC .
3. Affective factors: Joining one’s family or spouse in ROC

Push factors are aversive circumstances which incite Anglophones &
Francophones to move out of Quebec for the  ROC

1.Economic factors. Lack of employment prospects and career opportunities in 
Quebec. 
2. Intergroup tensions:  political uncertainty and feeling  ill at ease, stigmatised or 
discriminated in Quebec
3. Low or reduced access to services in one’s own language for CEGEP,   health & 
social services, municipal & provincial services in Quebec
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Quebec-born Anglophones & Francophones : 
To stay or leave Quebec ?

To get a 
better 

job/career

To join my 
partner/family

To avoid 
linguistic 
tensions

To English    
province  
Canada

To French 
region of 
Canada

To United-
States

Where?

Why?



Method

Participants
• Quebec-born Francophones: N = 234: Women: 175 ; Men: 59 
• Undergraduate students at UQAM,  19-30 years of age
• Mother tongue French, born and raised in Quebec
• Parents have French as mother tongue & born in Quebec

• Quebec-born Anglophones: N = 205 : Women: 148; Men: 57
• Undergraduate students at McGill University, 19-29 years of 

age
• Mother tongue English, born and raised in Quebec
• Parents have English as mother tongue, born in Quebec or 

ROC



Method
Quebec-born Anglophones (N=205) and Québec-born francophones (N= 234) 
completed a questionnaire in French or English in class or on line. 
Each Item was rated using the 7 point Likert scale.
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = totally

1. Demographic profile & multiple identity scale
2. Self rated knowledge and use of French and English
3. Personal financial situation and carreer prospects
4. Individual network of linguistic contacts (INLC)
5. Mobilisation for improving owngroup vitality
6. Linguistic security and feeling of threat in presence of out-groups
7. Feeling of being personally victim of discrimination
8. Perception of collective discrimination experienced by ingroup & outgroup
9. Desire to migrate to ROC or stay in Quebec
10. Reasons for leaving Quebec
11. Acculturation orientations of Québec anglophones & francophones
12. Opinion survey on French-English relations on 21 items 
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1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = fluently/always
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Self-rated Linguistic Skills (understand + speak) & 

Usage of French & English (at home + friends + work + university)
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = fluently/always
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Multiple identification of  Quebec Anglophones (N = 205)
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = totally
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Very Strong identification of Québécois Francophones N = 234
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = totally 
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Desire to leave (stay) Quebec for following destinations: 
QF: Quebec- born Francophones at UQAM (n=234)
QA: Quebec-born Anglophones at McGill (n=205)
1  = not at all willing;  4= neutral; 7 = very willing
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Francophones rate positive economic prospects in Quebec: M = 5.3 **
Anglophones rate neutral economic prospects in Quebec: M = 4.1

1= totally disagree; 4= neutral; 7= totally agree

-In the years to come, I think that I have good chances of finding a job 
in Quebec that corresponds to my area of training
QF: 5.7; QA = 4.0
-All things considered , I think that I have good chances of building a 
good career in my area of training by staying in Quebec
QF= 5.9; QA =3.9
-I think my financial situation is quite promising in the years to come 
in Quebec: QF: 4.8 ; QA: 4.1
-In the years to come, my chances of finding a well paying job in 
Quebec are quite small. QF: 1.4; QA: 2.8
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Willingness to personally mobilise to improve VITALITY of Anglophone minority
and Francophone majority (vitality= demography + institutional support + status )  

by Quebec-born Anglophones (N=205) ; Quebec-born Francophones (N=-234) 
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= much; 7 = very much
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Perception of collective discrimination experienced by groups as rated by: 
Quebec Francophones (QF): N = 234 ; 
Quebec Anglophones (QA): N = 205 

1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = very much
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Integrationism Individualism Assimilationism Separatism Marginalisation

Acculturation Orientations  (culture + values + customs ) of 
Quebec anglophones toward Québécois Francophone majority

1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = very much

Integrationism: I wish to maintain my cultural heritage & also adopt key features of 
Québécois French culture

Separatism: I wish to maintain my cultural heritage rather than adopt Québécois 
French culture
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Predictors of Desire to stay or leave Quebec
• Though Quebec-born Francophones had little desire to 

leave Quebec, what factors predicted their desire to 
leave for the rest of Canada?

• Quebec-born Anglophones have a dilemma:
• Quebec-born Anglophones would like to stay and live in  

Quebec, which is their birthplace !
• But Anglophones also wish to leave Quebec for the rest

of Canada (ROC)!
• What factors predicted Anglo desire to stay in Quebec ?
• What factors predicted Anglo desire to leave for ROC?
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Factors which predict Quebec Francophone willingness to leave Quebec for ROC  
(Multiple regression (forward) 27% of variance explained) 

Pluralist 
national 

belonging
B=.25*

Frequent use 
of English 
B=.29**

less Mobilized 
for  improving  
French vitality

B=.-22***

27%

Identification 
as Anglophone 

B=.21**

Improve my 
economic
position
B=37***



Factors which predict Quebec Anglophones willingness to stay or leave in Quebec 
(multiple regression, forward: stay 40.7%; leave: 31.5% explained variance

Separation 
acculturation 
orientation
B=.18***

Zero  sum 
beliefs 

B=.48***
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of collective 

discrimination
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my 
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B=30***

No concern 
about 

Linguistic
Tensions

B=.-45***
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for own 

finance in 
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Summary : Quebec–born Anglophone students at McGill

1.Anglophones endorse multiple identities as Canadian, bilinguals, English Quebecers
and Montrealers. QA rate they speak French well and use it moderately. They are  
motivated to improve the vitality of their minority Anglo-Quebec community. 

2. Anglophones are pessimistic regarding their financial and career prospects in 
Quebec. They feel that anglophones are collectively victim of discrimination in 
Quebec. They feel that when they are personally victim of discrimination it is mainly
because of their English language (linguicism). 

3. Anglophones who wish to stay & live in Quebec are not concerned with French-
English linguistic tensions, are optimistic about their career prospects situation, wish
to stay with family/partner, endorse integration by keeping own Anglo-Quebec
cultural heritage and adopting Québécois French majority culture

4. Anglophones who wish to leave Quebec want to avoid French-English tensions,  
wish to improve their personal economic situation, see Anglophones as victims of 
collective discrimination and endorse the separation acculturation orientation.
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Notes: Quebec–born Anglophone students at McGill

1.The vitality of English speaking communities of Quebec (ESCQ) is
declining demographically, institutionnally and in status.
2.Quebec-born Anglophone students at McGill have the dilemma of 
staying in their Quebec homeland or leaving for the rest of Canada. 

3. Anglophone willingness of staying in Quebec or leaving for the rest
of Canada reflects push and pull factors based on  personal and 
collective beliefs & motivations 
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Summary: Quebec-born francophone students at UQAM

1. Quebec francophones identify strongly as Francophone and Québécois, but less so
as Canadians. They are strongly motivated to improve the vitality of their
Francophone majority community. 

2. Francophones are optimistic regarding their financial and career prospects in 
Quebec.  They do NOT feel that they are personally victim of discrimination or that
Francophones as a majority group are victim of discrimination

3. Quebec francophones  wish to stay in Quebec and do NOT wish to migrate to the 
USA or Rest of Canada (ROC) where francophones are in a minority. 

4. For francophones who wish to leave Quebec for the ROC, pull factors are: to 
improve their personal job and career prospecs, their frequent use of English, 
identification as anglophones, and lower mobilization to improve French vitality in 
Quebec. 
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Other features of this study are presented in slides 26 to 36
See slide 2 for background information
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Quebec-born Anglophones also completed a 21 item  
opinion survey on French-English relations 

1= totally disagree; 4= neutral; 7= totally agree

Our factor analysis of the 21 opinion items yielded 5 independent
factors which we correlated with Anglo desire to stay or leave Quebec
• Factor 1: Solidarity with English-speaking communities of Quebec

(5 items= 13.2% of variance; r= stay)
• Factor 4: Multiple identities and advantage of both French & 

English communities (3 items = 11.3% of variance; r=stay) 
• Factor 5 : Optimistic perceptions of mutual support for French and 

English communities. (3 items = 8.7% of variance; r=stay)
• Factor 2: Dissatisfaction with QA mobilization to defend the vitality

of the ESCQ (5 items =12.8% of variance; r= leave)
• Factor 3: Perceptions that Québécois Francophones want the 

vitality of the ESCQ to decline ( 5 items: 11.7% of variance; r= leave)

• (5 factors accounts for 57.7% of variance) 
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Opinions survey concerning French-English relations in Quebec

Factor 1 is correlated with Anglo desire to stay in Quebec

Factor 1: Solidarity with English-speaking communities of Quebec:
5 opinion items, M= 5.0 & 13.2% of variance. Positively correlated with
Anglo desire to stay in Quebec (r=+.27) &  correlated with desire to NOT 
leave Quebec (r= -.20)

Items: 
• I feel solidarity towards English speakers in other regions of Quebec

(M= +5.6)

• English-speaking Quebec is a community of communities
(M= + 5.5)

• I am aware that the Canadian Official Languages Act supports 
Francophone minorities outside Quebec and the English language
minority of Quebec (M= + 5.0) 
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Opinion survey concerning French-English relations in Quebec
Factor 5 is correlated with Anglo desire to stay in Quebec

Factor 5 : Optimistic perceptions of mutual support for French and 
English communities. 3 opinion items M= 3.2 & 8.7% of variance . 
Positively correlated with Anglo desire to stay in Quebec (r= +.34)
& correlated with desire to NOT leave Quebec (r= -.38)
Items:
• The majority of Québécois Francophones support the institutions of the 

English-speaking communities of Quebec (M= 3.1)
• It is the prevalence of French that contributes most to unique character of 

Montreal (M= 3.4) 
• The majority of English Quebecers support the quest to make French the 

common public language of all Quebecers (M= 3.0)
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Opinion concerning French-English relations in Quebec

Factors 4 is correlated with Anglo desire to stay in QC 

Factor 4: Multiple identities and advantage of both French & English 

communities. 3 items at M= 6.3 and 11.3% variance. Positively

correlated with Anglo desire to stay in Quebec (r= +14; p .05)

Items: 

.The co-existence of French and English institutions contribute to the 
economic and cultural vitality of Quebec (M= 6.2).

. I believe that people can have multiple identities at the same time: e.g. 
Black+ Canadian + Quebecer+ English-speaking (M= 6.6)

. It is the prevalence of both French and English that contributes most to the 
original character of Montreal (M= 6.1) 
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Opinion concerning French-English relations in Quebec
Factors 3 is correlated with Anglo desire leave Quebec

Factor 3: Perceptions that Québécois Francophones want the vitality of the 
ESCQ to decline. 5 items at M= 4.9 and 11.7% variance. Positively correlated
with Anglo desire to leave Quebec for ROC (r= + .29) & correlated with
desire to NOT stay in QC (r= -.17). 

. The majority of Québécois Francophones would like to see a decline in the vitality
of the English-speaking communities of Quebec (M= 5.2)

The majority of English Quebecers feel that the English language is threatened
by the presence of French speakers (M= 4.4)

. The majority of Québécois francophones feel that the French language is
threatened by the presence of English speakers in QC (M= 5.3)
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Opinion concerning French-English relations in Quebec

Factor 2 is correlate with Anglo desire to leave Quebec

Factor 2: Dissatisfaction with QA mobilization to defend the vitality of 

the ESCQ. 5 items at M= 5.0, 12.8% of variance. Positively correlated

with Anglo desire to leave Quebec for ROC (r= + .19 )

-The vitality of the English-speaking communities of Quebec is declining (M= 5.1 )

-The ESCQ should be more united in defending/enhancing their institutions in 

Quebec (M= 5.7)

-English Quebecers can NOT be accepted by Francophones as dyed-in-the –wool

‘Québécois’ (M=  4.0)
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L1 French 1 238 500 1 499 200 1 746 798 2 122 050 2 334 520 2 502 735 

L1 English 292 800 375 500 342 766 377 090 406 130 413 575 

Allophone 122 900 188 800 285 200 357 210 480 000 539 455 

Mother tongue  L1: First language learned at home in childhood and still understood at time of census  (L1 single response). 
Bilingual: Capacity to speak both French & English well enough to conduct a conversation 

25.5%
28.2%

31.4%
36.7% 38.3% 40.2%

37.1%

53.3%
57.5%

65.9% 67.8% 68.8%

33.0%

44.3% 46.6%
50.4% 49.9% 50.9%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2016

French-English bilingualism in Quebec by mother tongue (L1)
of Quebec Francophones, Anglophones & Allophones

Canadian Census: 1971 – 2016 . Canadian Heritage, Research Team, Official Languages Branch, 2018

Francophones (French Mother Tongue)

Anglophones (English Mother Tongue)

Allophones (Mother Tongue Other Than English or French)

Census Years



Quebec Francophones (L1) have higher median individual
income $ than Anglophones & Allophones: 2011 & 2016 Census



Feeling of identity threat in the presence of different groups in Quebec 
Quebec-born francophones (QF=234) & Quebec-born anglophones (QA=205)

1= not at all; 4= moderately; 7= very much
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Perception of being personally victim of discrimination in different settings 
in Quebec as rated by: 

Quebec-born Francophones (QF): N = 234 ; Quebec-born Anglophones (QA): N= 205
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = very much
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Perceived basis for being personally victim of discrimination
Quebec Francophones (QF): N = 234 ; Quebec Anglophones (QA): N =  205
1  = not at all ; 2= a little bit; 4= moderately; 6= very much; 7 = very much
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