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Test Law 3 NOW; No implementation 
without clarification 
In an effort to persuade the govern
ment of Quebec to voluntarily halt 
the implementation of Law 3, the 
new Education Act, and refer it 
directly to the courts for a test of 
its constitutionality, the Lake
shore School Board Parents Com
mittee is initiating a campaign 
entitled "Test Law 3 NOW". Mr. 
Ken Kalman, Chairman, 
explained that this one issue 
unites almost everyone - parents, 
Catholic and Protestant school 
boards, teachers and administra
tors. Newspaper editorials have 
taken up the cause of referring 
Law 3 to the courts. 

Quebec Federation of Home & 
School Associations (QFHSA) is 
urging its membership to join in a 
common front in support of this 
action. · 

Catholic and Protestant school 
boards have joined together to 
seek an injunction to halt imple-

mentation of this Law. The court 
date has been set for April 15th. 

The QFHSA Task Force on 
School Reorganization met recent
ly to consider the latest informa
tion on Law 3 and to recommend 
actionsforourmembers. TheMEQ 
(Ministry of Education) has had 
some very informal discussions 
with some Parent Committees on 
the new school board territorial 
maps. Maps on the Montreal island 
territories were already printed on 
a date prior to these 'consulta
tions' . 

QFHSA was never asked for an 
opinion, although this organiza
tion has always received documen
tation and invitations to respond 
in the past. The chronology of 
events and timelines for full 
implementation of this Law by 
July 1, 1986, suggest that regula
tions governing these events will 
receive very little consultation. 

It was decided by the QFHSA 
Task Force to join in support of the 
Lakeshore School Board Parents 
Committee campaign and to urge 
our member associations to peti
tion the public in their areas to 
urge the government to test Law 3· 
now. 

Remember - a court action 
declaring Law 3 unconstitutional 
long after most of it has been 
implemented could cause irrepara
ble harm to the whole system of 
education in Quebec. 

Our children need the security 
of a learning environment where 
any change aims to improve the 
quality of education. Years of con
fusion and disruption can be 
avoided if action on Law 3 is taken 
now. 

TEST LAW 3 NOW. NO IMPLE
MENTATION WITHOUT CLARI
FICATION. 
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In the January/February issue of the NEWS we 
published QFHSA 's letter to Prime Minister 
Mulroney. Below is his reply, dated February 6, 
1985. The assurances of his last two paragraphs are 
very timely in the light of Quebec's expressed desire 
to negotiate on the question of access to English 
schools in Quebec. 

Dear Mrs. Daigle: 
In your letter of December 19, 1984, you informed 

me that the Quebec Federation of Home and School 
Associations favours national reconciliation, but sug
gests that a prerequisite for such reconciliation 
should be a requirement of meticulous respect for 
linguistic equality and cultural diversity in Quebec. 

You will recall that the government's policy 
respecting language rights and cultural pluralism 
was clearly articulated in the Throne Speech of 
November 5, 1984: we are committed to intergovern
mental cooperation in supporting official language 
minorities and in fostering the rich multicultural 
character of Canada; to ensuring that the equality of 
the two official languages is respected in fact as it is 
in law; and to ongoing improvements and vigilance in 
this indispensable area of our national life. 

This policy means that the Government of Canada, 
in areas of federal jurisdiction, will press for full lin
guistic equality in practice as well as in law. In dis
cussions with the provinces, the government will 
encourage them to expand linguistic rights and, 
where appropriate, to entrench such rights in the 
Constitution. 

As you are aware, language and denominational 
school rights are not identical in all provinces. Only 
one province - New Brunswick - is presently bound 
by constitutional provisions declaring English and 
French to be the official languages of that province, 
having equality of status and equal rights and privi
leges as to their use in all the institutions of the legis
lature and government of the province. More limited 
constitutional linguistic rights apply to the legisla
tures and courts of Quebec and Manitoba. Minority 
language educational rights apply in all provinces, 
although, as you note, they are more limited in the 
case of Quebec. The right to denominational schools 
varies from province to province. 

If any province or, indeed the Parliament or Gov
ernment of Canada, were to infringe upon the consti
tutionally-protected rights of Canadians, resort could 
be had to the courts for redress. Furthermore, as you 
know, the federal government's Court Challenges 
Program provides assistance to individuals and 
groups who seek court rulings clarifying linguistic 
and minority language education rights. 

The Government of Canada is strongly of the view 
that provinces must respect the various linguistic and 
educational rights provided by the Constitution. 
Those rights constitute a minimum guarantee, not a 
maximum. The government will encourage provinces 
to expand minority official language rights in areas 
of provincial jurisdiction. 

I can assure you, however, that the government 
will not support any provincial attempts to restrict 
language rights in law or practice and will oppose 
any constitutional proposal which would diminish 
the language rights now in place. 

~ ur~ 
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, Editorial ... 
Will you be there? 

The Annual General Meeting is the most 
important event of QFtiSA in 1985. Will you 
be there? 

Our yearly conference serves a dual 
function: on the one hand, it is a culmina
tion of the school year's activities. Resolu
tions - presented, debated, and given 
assent, delineates our convictions, become 
our statements of policy. At the same time, 
we begin to look forward to the needs of the 
coming year, and to define new goals and 
priorities. Essential decisions must be 
made regarding the financial structures, 
the election of executive officers, and other 
business matters which determine next 
year's proceedings. 

The excellent workshops and slate of 
speakers prepared by the Program Com
mittee in conjunction with International 
Youth Year, will surely provide delegates 
with a wealth of information to be returned 
to their schools and communities. Exchang
ing ideas is a catalyst to implementing 
vigorous and stimulating fall agendas. 

At the conference, you will enjoy renew
ing old friendships and greeting new 
friends. Make a special effort to encourage 
members of your local association to 
attend, and also extend a cordial invitation 
to educators, parents and members of your 
community to join us. 

The AGM concludes with special recogni
tion of the winners of the Buzzell and 
Patterson Awards. In honouring their con
tribution to education, we thank them for 
their fellowship, dedication, and leader
ship. Is there a finer tribute to their achieve
ments than the affirmation that others 
share their commitment and will continue 
to build upon that strong foundation they 
have helped to build? 

QFHSA is part of that foundation, that 
tradition of parents, educators and commu
nity working together for excellence in 
education and for the values of our society. 
The AGM is the focal point of QFHSA. Will 
you be there? 

c.o. 

Schools face turmoil 
Parents and students in Quebec - and 

especially on Montreal Island - had better 
brace themselves for a couple of years of 
chaos in education. 

The machinery of school reorganization 
set out in Bill 3 is in inexorable motion, 
despite the strong possibility that the legis
lation is illegal and unconstitutional. 

One must hope the courts will grant the 
injunction sought by Catholic and Protes

. tant boards to suspend implementation of 
the law. 

But failing that, Bill 3 marches on. Last 
week, for example, the government official
ly established the territories of"the new 
language-based school boards on Montreal 
Island - two English and five French -
which will eventually replace the present 
Catholic and Protestant commissions. Elec
tions for the linguistic boards are to be held 
June 17. 

This starts a train of events of alarming 
haste and complexity, especially for 
anglophones. (The French-language terri
tories generally correspond to present 
Catholic board boundaries; the English
language territories do not correspond to 
those of the two Protestant boards.) 

Within the next few months wards for 
each of these territories will have to be 
delineated; a list of electors will have to be 
established, on which Quebecers will 
declare themselves to be English or French; 
parent members of the new boards will 
have to be chosen; the new language 
boards will have to form provisional coun
cils to establish plans for use of buildings, 

equipment and staff, register students, 
approve budgets and tax rates. 

At the same time each school in the 
territory will be electing school councils 
controlled by parents, determining wheth
er the school will be Catholic, Protestant, 
multi-confessional or non-confessional. 

Students 1n English schools of Catholic 
boards, along with their schools no doubt, 
will transfer to a new English board. Stu
dents in French schools of Protestant 
boards will come under a French board. 

And while all this is going on - or worse, 
after it has been completed - the courts 
may rule that denominational school 
boards in Quebec are protected by the 
Canadian constitution and can not be abol
ished by a provincial law. 

Bill 3 would be dead, but it would leave a 
legacy of chaos in every school. How much 
better it would be to suspend the process 
now, before the damage is done. 

Reprinted from The Gazette, 
2March 1985 

Acclaimed choir -
seeks new members 
The PSBGM Children's Chorus 
starts its 1984-85 season in a new 
guise. As a program for gifted chil
dren, the emphasis will be on 
musicianship and reading skills in 
preparation for a number of con
certs to be given in the Montreal 
area this year. 

--- --
= = - --

Quebec 
Home & School 

The new conductor will be Jean 
Sult, long-time director of the 
Vanier College Choirs and found
er-conductor of Chorale des Jeunes 
de Montreal, which is opening up 
this fall for choristers aged 16 to 
25. = = - NEWS 
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The Children's Chorus is open to 
PSBGM students ages eight to 15, 
and rehearsals will take place at 
Westmount Park School audito
rium Mondays 4-5 :30 and Wednes
days 2-3:30 starting September 17. 

For information and audition 
appointments please call : 

PSBGM Children's Chorus: 
Georgie Crawford 483-7358 
Chorale des Jeunes: 
Walter Raschkowan 482-8054 

Why resolutions? 
by Joan Mansfield 

Many people, particularly mem- make use of similar processes 
bers of voluntary organizations, using different terms . 
have difficulty with, or feel impa- The shareholders of a business 
tient at, the decision-making proc- enterprise, for instance, set the 
ess of a formally constituted direction of its activity through 
assembly. resolutions. So do political par-

The work of an organization ties, school boards and municipal 
moves along through a process by governments . 
which reports from working com- The thing that all these formal 
mittees are ratified, recommenda- groups have in common is a consti
tions from such committees are tution, with accompanying by
formally approved, and resolu- laws and standing rules of proce
tions are drafted by members as an dure, which expresses the purpose 
expression of opinion or desired of the group and agrees the way in 
action are adopted as instructions which the group will work. 
to the leadership and membership Once an organization has been 
alike. formed and agreed in this way its 

The 'resolution' process seems purposes and organization, there 
to be the poor relation of this proc- has to be a process through which 
ess. Perhaps understanding its the members agree WHAT to do, 
composition, its origin and re-eval- WHO to influence or persuade, and 
uating its importance to an organi- in the cause of WHAT CHANGE or 
zation will remove some of the to prevent what change. 
blocks which seem to exist to its Through meetings, committees 
use. and assemblies, the members of 

Importance of Resolutions 
An organization is only as 

dynamic as the decisions it makes . 
Important, significant decisions 
are expressed in the Canadian par
liamentary system as bills which 
become laws. Outside of parlia
ment itself, other organizations 

the group exchange ideas. And as 
some kind of consensus appears, 
they can establish it as the position 
of the group by expressing it as a 
RESOLUTION, a statement of 
opinion or course of action, which 
is understood by all concerned and 
agreed upon through the parlia
mentary procedure of the vote. 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 

Computer becoming educational 
gimmick 

There is a television commercial 
showing right now in which a child 
comes home from school with dis
appointing marks. In the discus
sion that follows, we find out that 
the kid down the street - who is 
doing so much better - has a com
puter at home. 

The manufacturer responsible 
for this commercial shall remain 
nameless. They know who they 
are, and if you've seen the commer
cial so do you. They aren't the only 
guilty parties anyway - just a bit 
more blatant about it than most. 

The spectre of computer literacy 
has given rise to a whole new 
source of guilt, and a pretty silly 
one at that. Buy your child a com
puter or you '11 condemn him or her 
to a life of backwardness, unem
ployment and utter misery - so 
goes the pitch. The computer has 
become an educational gimmick, 
the thing without which no child 
has a future. 

The rationale for all this is that 
the computer is becoming a part of 
everything. More and more people 
use them at work. You deal with a 
computer when you do your bank
ing. They're increasingly common 
in homes, and of course the schools 
are also filling up with them. If 
you don't know how to use them, 
we are told, you won't be able to 
function . 

by Grant Buckler 
(Printed from The Gazette, Janu
ary 12, 1985) 

Well it just isn't so. 
Arthur C. Clarke, the science 

fiction writer, once said that when 
any technology is sufficiently 
advanced, it becomes indistin
guishable from magic. In other 
words, when the machine gets to a 
certain point, the person using it 
doesn't have to know anything 
about it. That's what is gradually 
happening with computers. 

Own amusement 
By the time the children whose 

computer literacy we are worrying 
about today grow up, using a com
puter is going to be totally differ
ent. They won't need to know 
about bytes and band rates. They 
won't need to know how to write 
programs, unless they do it for 
their own amusement. 

Using a computer in 1995 isn't 
going to require commands like 
DLOAD"$" and DIR-W. It may 
involve pointing at things with a 
mouse or some such device, or it 
may - if work IBM and others are 
now doing bears fruit - just 
involve talking to the machine 
much as you would talk to a per
son. 

The worst thing about this com
puter literacy craze is that it dis
tracts attention from the educa
tion children really need and 

(see COMPUTERS on page 3) 

Dorothy Chant Hannah tour 
Sales Representative 
Real Estate Servi:s Property 
1 ROYAL uPAGE_s ■ Deserves 

BROKER 

St. Charles Shopping Centre 
2981 St. Charles Blvd. 
Kirkland, Quebec H9H 385 
Bus. (514) 694-7540 
Res. (514)457-5502 

the 
Best 

YOUR PROPERTY DESERVES THE BESTI 



'Need law PQ can't play with' 
The editor, 

The opposition to Law 3 at first 
seems to be a foolish attempt to 
resist change, an anachronism in 
this secular century to cling to 
confessional schools. 

But if the school boards cannot 
rely on the BNA Act, which 
assures the rights of Protestants 
and Roman Catholics to education, 
what do we have left? 

The Parti Quebecois govern
ment talks of amending its own 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms so 
they can legally prohibit English 
signs. Think of what they can do 
with English education rights 
when the BNA Act no longer 
applies. (It doesn't under Law 3.) 

Th the PQ, rights are mere words 
to manipulate to suit its national-

Here's help. • • 
Dear Mrs. Daigle: 

This small contribution is a 
token of appreciation for QFHSA's 
support, over the years, for our 
common objective - quality edu
cation. 

The Board sincerely hopes that 
your financial problems are of 
short duration and that Minister 
Gendron can be persuaded to 
restore funding. 

Yours sincerely, 
S.Kenward 

Secretary General 
Protestant Reg'l School B.oard 

of Western Quebec 

istic view of Quebec society - or 
are they bargaining tools when 
talking about the Constitution 
with the federal government? 

For our own protection, the 
English of Quebec need a higher 
law - one the PQ cannot tamper 
with. At the moment that law, 
however imperfect and outdated, 
is the BNA (Constitution) Act. 

Let's hope the court challenge to 
Law 3 on April 15 is successful. We 
cannot afford to lose those consti
tional guarantees. 

Mary Jane de Koos, 
Pointe Claire 

Keep us posted 
on activity 
Mrs. Daigle: 

In response to your report dated 
Jan 28th, regarding funding for 
the QFHSA; our Home & School is 
sending a cheque to you for $50.00. 
We are most distressed at the lack 
of funding you are receiving and 
hope this will help a little towards 
your immediate financial needs. 
We will be discussing ways to help 
further at our next meeting, per
haps with a fund raising project. 
Please keep us posted as to how 
things are progressing. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Dow (H&S president) 

Hopetown, Shigawake, 
Port Daniel 

Home & School Association 

Of Children and Snowflakes 
A teacher at our local school remarked that she had a very difficult class to 
teach this year because she had no average students; they were all either 
above average or below. 

That remark gave me some food for thought. You see: 
I have a child who was recommended for testing for learning disabili

ties; and 
I have a child who was rated at the 87th percentile in general 

intelligence. 
I have a child who cannot spell; and 
I have a child, who at age six had the listening ability expected of a grade 

four student. 
I have a child described as immature; and 
I have a child who is very grown-up and responsible for her age. 

As you may have guessed, all these attributes describe my one child. She 
is not abnormal or unusual - or average; she is unique. Praise the lord! 

Don't you know a unique child, too? 

He made each snowflake separately, lovingly; 
Each one different from the last, 

He made all children, too. 
Why expect uniformity 

in a creation so much more complex 
that a mere snowflake? 

(ELCW Connections Magazine) 

Mr. Hirschbach 
129 -16th Avenue 

Two Mountains, Quebec 
J7R3X6 

would like to share his 
stamps with anyone who 

would be interested in 
receiving them. 

He has many duplicates 
that he'd be glad to have 
another stamp collector 

enjoy. 

Write or phone 

(514) 473-4968 

Computers ... 
(continued from page two) 

frequently don't get. Computers 
do have a lot to do with the real 
educational needs, in fact - they 
are part of the problem and part of 
the solution. But very few people 
seem to recognize their proper 
role. 

First, technology presents cer
tain problems. Computers - and 
other new technology - are affect
ing many people's jobs. In some 
cases those jobs are disappearing. 
The answer to this problem is not 
to get rid of the technology, or pass 
masses of restrictive legislation to 
prevent the loss of jobs. There are 
considerable benefits to be had 
and we won't see them if we put the 

Home and School News 

Fellow Home & Schoolers: 
This issue will reach you shortly before 

our 1985 Annual General Meeting, at which 
time my terni of office will be complete. It 
has been an incredible two years filled with 
a wide range of activities. Highlights for me 
have included my visits to local Home & 
School associations, speaking to other edu
cational groups or organizations about the 
Home & School movement, and represent
ing QFHSA at the mid-term and annual 
meetings of The Canadian Home & School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation. As your 
representative it has been my duty and 
privilege to express the views of the mem
bership to the provincial government, 
school boards, social agencies and to other 
parent groups. It has been an invaluable 
experience and my personal thank you for 
the opportunity to serve. I trust you will 
give the incoming President the same sup
port afforded to me. 

This brings me to a serious issue facing 
QFHSA. Many of you have heard through 
your local association executives that we 
are in the midst of a financial crisis. We 
need $20,000. For the past ten years 
QFHSA has been recognized as a non-profit 
organization by the Ministry of Education 
through an operating grant or subsidy. It 
has always been used to assist us in provid
ing an office, a full-time secretary, a 
resource center and, in general, to be a 
communication link with local Home & 
School associations and as a liaison with 
other educational organizations. Our family 
membership of $7.00alsogives us over fifty 
percent of our annual budget, thus allowing 
us to remain as an independent voice for 
parents in education. 

For the past three years our grant has 
been $18,000 per year, but in October, 
1984, we were told the grant would be 
$5,000 and no further subsidy would be 
given in future. Requests for an appoint
ment with the Ministry of Education to 
explain more fully our particular position as 
an independent and voluntary parental 
organization have met with little success. 

There is no doubt that QFHSA has been 
critical of government policies re its lan
guage legislation, Law 101 and more 
recently Law 3, designed to restructure the 
entire school system. Our criticisms have 
been constructive and well documented in 
respect to parental rights in education. In 
addition, QFHSA has made notable 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

MARION DAIGLE 
President 

Page3 

achievements in serving the best interests 
of the children of Quebec through its many 
programs on such topics as Child Abuse 
and Neglect, Fitness/Nutrition, Safety, Stu
dent Accident Insurance, and so on. For 40 
years Home & School has worked diligently 
and hard to serve the home, the school and 
the community. 

QFHSA needs $20,000 to cover its oper
ating costs for the remainder of this fiscal 
year, ending August 31, 1985. The Finance 
Committee is busy preparing ways and 
means of raising funds in the long term, 
while I have sent letters of appeal to our 
local associations, school boards, teacher 
associations, principals' associations, 
group affilites and supporting members. 
We a re encouraged by the response th us far 
but it may be the end of the school year 
before we know the final tally. 

Through its charitable tax number, 
QFHSA is able to offer tax receipts for 
donations of $10. or more. We hope that 
you will consider a donation to QFHSA to 
assist us in overcoming this short term 
operations deficity. Be assured that your 
donation will be used for a very good cause 
- to further the ultimate aim and objective 
of Home & School - to benefit the educa
tional and general well-being of children 
and youth. 

Because so much of my message has 
dealt with our financial situation, it has left 
me with little space to highlight our upcom
ing Annual General Meeting on May 10, 11, 
at the Loyola Campus, Concordia Univer
sity (see pages 8 and 9 in this newspaper). 
The theme - OUR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH: A QUESTION OF VALUES - is 
especially appropriate during this Interna
tional Youth Year. The program is an excit
ing and stimulating one. Do come - it was 
designed with YOU in mind. 

Bill 3 - to implement this law before its 
constitutional vaiidity has been tested in 
the courts is certain to have serious impli
cations for future education in this prov
ince. Please zero in on our front page article 
and pledge your support to' 'Test Bill 3 - no 
implementation without clarification". 

To the membership at large, the QFHSA 
Board of Directors, Executive and especial
ly to Donna Sauriol, our Executive Secre
tary and my family - my heartfelt thanks 
for your kind help and support. 

Remember - KIDS ARE WORTH IT! 

technology in a straitjacket. But 
there will be a lot of disruption 
and the people affected have to be 
able to react. 

The days of the 50-year career 
are gone. Today's children don't 
have to become computer experts, 
but they do need the ability to 
~dapt. The ability to adapt 
requires the ability to think. That 
is something too few children are 
acquiring in school or from their 
parents. Or, for that matter, from 
anyone else who might have an 
influence on them. 

ing facts into students' heads, 
something which doesn't do much 
to prepare the kids for the interest
ing times in which they're going to 
live. They are also good for prob
lem-solving, for presenting the 
kids with situations in which they 
have to think. 

though. Computer programming 
in general is a good exercise in 
logical thinking. Computers do 
not allow evasion of reality. A 
thing works or it doesn't, and if it 
doesn't you have to analyse what is 
going on to find out why not. 

It is not necessary to teach every 
school child computer literacy. 
Let's teach them to read and write 
first, and most importantly to 
think. That can be done without 
computers; they're just one of 
many tools. At some point, 
though, it would be a good idea for 
everyone to do some computer pro
gramming- not because we need a 
nation of computer programmers, 
but because it's good exercise for 
the brain. 

Teaching tools 
Computers can be used as very 

good teaching tools, or as very bad 
ones. They are well suited to drill-

Seymour Papert of the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
who invented the Logo education
al programming language, under
stands this. He sees working with 
computers as a good way to learn 
to think about certain kinds of 
concepts - mathematical con
cepts, logical concepts, perhaps 
spatial concepts. The Logo lan
guage is designed for doing that. 

It goes farther than that, 
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LAKESHORESCHOOLBOARD 
(Mr. Dozois is the Regional Director, Ministry of Education) 

Dear Mr. Dozois, 
As you know, the Lakeshore 

School Board is unalterably 
opposed to the provisions of Bill 3. 
Commencing on March 18, lawyers 
representing this Board and sev-

Bill 3 protest 
The Council endorsed as its offi

cial position a letter sent February 
15, 1985 by Council Chairman Dr. 
Joel Hartt to Guy Dozois, Region
al Director of the Ministry of Edu
cation. The advice given to Mr. 
Dozois was that the Minister of 
Education should delay the estab
lishment of territories for Bill 3's 
school boards until after the courts 
have rendered a decision regarding 
the legality and constitutionality 
of the Bill. 

eral others will appear before Que
bec Superior Court to contest the 
constitutionality- indeed the very 
legality - of the Bill. We are firmly 
convinced that the court will rule 
in our favour. 

Although we appreciate your 
difficulty in formulating a recom
mendation on the territorial limits 
of English school boards to be 
established by Bill 3, we are 
appalled that the government 
would consult groups such as the 
'Group of Seven' who have no man
date to speak for anyone other 
than their own selective member
ships. It is a fact that the commu
nity is more truly represented by 
others - i.e., the parents through 
their School Committees and 
Home & School Associations, and 
we, the elected Commissioners. 

Student population forecast 1985-86 
Assistant Director General 

(Education) Jim Heywood present
ed to the Council the current fore
cast for the projected school popu
lation in September 1985. The 
figures show a total population of 
11,367 which would represent a 
slight decline when compared to 
the 1984-85 figure of 11,550.66 
which was submitted on Sept. 30 of 

Hudson High School Project 
Council was advised that, 

despite media reports that the 
Hudson High School expansion 
and renovation project had been 
rejected by the government, in fact 
the Hudson High School project 
remains as the second overall pri
ority of the School Council of the 
Island of Montreal. The proposal is 
still before the provincial govern-

the current school year. During 
discussion Mr. Heywood pointed 
out that it seemed likely that spe
cial measures would be required in 
fall 1985 to accommodate all stu
dents enrolling for the Board's 
French schools. At its March meet
ing, Council will be advised of the 
special contingency measures 
which could be proposed. 

ment and efforts continue to have 
the approval given so that con
struction can commence. The sta
tus of the proposal is being moni
tored in order that, if needed, 
pressure can be brought to bear in 
the most effective manner. 

Ed. note: The MEQ has turned 
down this project). 

Home & School Financial Crisis 
Due to a recent decision by the 

provincial government to cease 
providing support grants to the 
Quebec Federation of Home & 
School Associations, that organi
zation is facing a financial crisis as 

of July 1, 1985. Council directed to 
its Executive Committee a request 
for support; a recommendation to 
Council will be made at a subse
quent meeting. 

These latter organizations, how
ever, are either not being asked for 
their input or are being given the 
same (if not less) credence as the 
non-representative interest 
groups. As the political represent
atives of the community, we have 
stated our position very clearly in 
this regard and find it difficult to 
comprehend why the government 
is pushing the establishment of the 
maps, totally oblivious to the posi
tion of the elected school commis
sioners. 

As the Lakeshore School Board, 
we have always believed that there 
is an optimal size for a school 
board and that school boards that 
are too large result in the de-per
sonalization of educational serv
ices and alienation from their com
munity. We believe that the 
optimal-sized school board of 
approximately 20,000 pupils 
would provide for a much higher 
level of educational service for the 
community and its pupils. In addi
tion, this would provide for a per
sonalized human relations service 
for staff, while guaranteeing that 
the school community is more than 
adequately represented by their 
elected school board officials, both 
from the point of view of their 
homogeneity as well as their 
responsiveness to that community. 

At this time we consider that the 
best action the Minister could take 
would be to delay setting any 
boundaries for the English school 
board territories, until such time 
as the courts have rendered a deci
sion. 

In no way do we consider that 
the hurried process now underway 
- nor even this letter - constitutes a 
true consultation. Large segments 
of the anglophone community 
have not been given the opportuni
ty to express their opinion. This is 
a travesty of the concept of respon
sible government. 

We would greatly appreciate ·a 
response to this letter. 

Very truly yours, 

Joel Hartt, Ph.D. 
Chairman 

Year-round school gains favor in U.S. 

(Special to The Washington Post) 
Here is a modest proposal for 

improving the quality of U.S. 
schools, upgrading the teaching 
profession and providing some 
real community support for work
ing parents: Operate the schools 
year-round. 

Put them on a four-quarter year, 
require all youngsters to attend 
three quarters, and allow them to 
attend a fourth. Give teachers the 
option of teaching year round and 
make their pay commensurate 
with the extra time worked. 

The present school year is an 
anachronism. It was designed for a 
19th-century, agricultural nation 
that needed young people to help 
with crops. 

A longer school year could help 
school reformers achieve many of 
their objectives: higher pay for 
teachers, opportunities for disad
vantaged and slow-learning 
youngsters to catch up, enrich
ment programs for the gifted, and 
simplification of the child-care 
problems encountered by working 
parents during the long summer 
holiday. 

Granted, the costs of such 
change would be considerable, 
even if it were phased in gradually, 
and even if the savings from 
increased operating efficiencies 
were factored in. But it would pro
vide dramatic, tangible benefits in 
education. 

First, consider the advantages a 
48-week year would provide. 

From an academic stand-point, 

By Denis Doyle and Chester Finn Jr. 

there is accumulating evidence 
that a full year of school produces 
improved learning, particularly in 
the case of low-income and social
ly-disadvantaged students. 

Houston, which has tried a year
round program, has found that the 
achievement scores of students 
enrolled in it are markedly higher. 
As a consequence, the Houston 
school system has expanded the 
plan to 13 additional schools this 
year. 

Children do not all learn at the 
same rate; yet those advocating 
reforms rightly insist that all stu
dents should achieve minimum 
levels of academic competence. If 
we do not want a high failure rate 
among children who have difficul
ty with academics, we will need to 
provide them with extra time -
and extra teaching - to enable 
them to meet the higher standards. 

For the immigrant youngster 
who needs to know English, extra 
quarters afford a chance to 
immerse himself in language 
study without subtracting time 
from arithmetic, geography or sci
ence. For the student with learning 
difficulties, an extra non-manda
tory school quarter could help him 
avoid the stigma of staying back a 
whole year. 

For the gifted child an added 12-
we't!k quarter would be an oppor
tunity for exploring a new subject, 
getting requirements out of the 
way or indulging a special interest 
in computers, poetry or experi
mental biology. 

For the average student, the 
optional fourth quarter could be a 
time for pursuing interests for 
which there is insufficient time 
the rest of the year: driver's educa
tion, typing, studio art, or work 
programs outside school. 

In some respects, parents would 
be the principal beneficiaries of a 
reformed school calendar. As 
women poured into the workforce 
in the '60s and '70s, families with 
two working parents became the 
rule rather than the exception. 
This was the genesis of "latchkey" 
children who come home to empty 
houses. Schools have been slow to 
adjust to this development, which 
is now a permanent fixture of U.S. 
society. 

For American families, summer 
is no longer a time of leisurely 
picnics or putting up tomatoes for 
winter. Long summer vacations 
have become a major problem for 
families that must make child care 
arrangements. The wealthy pay 
for camps, day-care programs or 
summer schools that charge tui
tion. But for the less affluent and 
poor, summer is a time for juggling 
schedules or allowing children to 
go unsupervised. 

(Doyle is director of educational 
policy studies at the American 
Enterprise Institute. Finn is a pro
fessor at the Vanderbilt Institute 
for Public Policy Studies.) 

Reprinted from: Alberta Home 
&School NEWS, Jan. '85. 

The West Island Chapter of Q.A.C.L.D. 
holds a Parent Information Evening 

The persons in the picture are, on the left, Kathy Whittaker, a 
psychologist, and Joan Palladino, a speech therapist. 

On March 5th, the West Island 
Chapter of the Association for 
Children with Learning Disabili
ties sponsored a workshop for par
ents at the Pointe Claire Library. 
In spite of the poor weather, many 
parents were in attendance to par
ticipate in discussions with any 
one of four professionals present. 

Topics for the evening included 
"Behaviour Problems in Teenag
ers" presented by Renee Stevens 
of the McGill Leaming Centre. She 
focused on helping the socializa
tion of the learning disabled ado
lescent. Kathy Whittaker, a pys
chologist and special education 
teacher was there to discuss beha
viour problems in children. 

Bilingual country theme 

Speech pathologist, Joan Palla
dino, addressed the problem of 
speech disorders and language dif
ficulties. Special Education teach
er Jean MacBeth helped define 
fine motor skills and showed 
methods parents could use to 
improve those skills in their chil
dren. 

The parents who attended the 
workshop were very encouraged 
by the expertise of the speakers 
and the sharing of information 
between the parents. 

Those wanting more informa
tion on A.C.L.D. and its upcoming 
events can call Judy Pariseault at 
(514) 694-5361. 

Writing contest for youth 
D'Iberville Fortier, Canada's 

Commissioner of Official Lan
guages, has announced a creative 
writing contest for young Canadi
ans based on the theme of living in 
a country with two official lan
guages. 

The contest, which is being held 
to mark International Youth Year, 
comprises two separate age catego
ries - 15 to 18 and 19 to 24. 

Entries may be submitted in 
English or in French in any fiction
al form - short stories, poems, 
fictional correspondence, plays, 
comic strips or scripts for radio, 
television, video or film. 

The five best entries in each age 
and language category - 20 in all 
- will receive $500 each for publi
cation rights. A selection of entries 

will appear in a special issue of 
Language and Society, the quar
terly magazine published by the 
Commissioner of Official Lan
guages. 

Pamphlets, with complete 
details of the contest are being 
distributed to universities, col
leges, schools, public libraries and 
many book stores. They may also 
be obtained by writing to the 
Office of the Commissioner of 
Official Languages, 66 Slater 
Street, Ottawa, Ont. KlA OTB. The 
Home & School office also has a 
supply of the pamphlets in French 
or English. 

Entries, to be postmarked no 
later than June 15, should be 
addressed to Creative Writing 
Contest at the above address. 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 

ecole 
WESTON inc. 
school 

established 1917 

COEDUCATIONAL • NONSECTARIAN 
ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL 

GENERAL ACADEMIC COURSES 

Recognized by the Department of Education 
for the purpose of grants-secondary level 

Permis #749804 pour enseignement 
general elementaire gr. I-VI accorde aux termes 

de la Loi de l'enseignement prive 

Applications being received for September 1985 

124 Ballantyne Avenue South H4X 283 

For an informal visit and tour of the school please call: 

(514) 488-9191 
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International Youth Year 1985 _________ _____________ G_o_v_ER_N_M-EN_T_o_F_c_A_N-AD_A_ 

'L ~ PROJECTS FOR YOUTH t 5-- , PARTICIPATION DEVELOPMENT - PEACE e.g. ~Zf:S:;:;c,nadians i, ' Ft The following three addresses will give you the basic Katimavik 
~h.~ ,~ information needed to get started: 
~\..~ ~V 1. International Youth Year Secretariat Materials on these available 
~ r-, from: Terry Fox Canadian. Youth __ .,7 ~ Minister of State (Youth) Centre, P.O. Box 7279, Ottawa, 

For the next 5-6 editions, this section of the NEWS 
will be devoted to IYY news and activities. Students in 
secondary schools, colleges, university and youth orga
nizations across Canada are already busy planning 
their special projects - FOR Youth BY Youth. We know 
that Home & School Associations and School Commit
tees in Quebec will encourage and support their local 
schools. Contact the Principal, Student Council Presi
dent, Student Advisor, to see if information on IYY has 
been received. 

QFHSA NEWS is interested in publicizing youth 
projects and events, in publishing articles on activities 
in local high schools and/or communities, in helping 
youth celebrate this special year. Send all material to 
QFHSA office, c/o NEWS, 2535 Cavendish Blvd., Suite 
212, Montreal, H4B 2Y5. The deadline for the next issue 
is May 15th. 

In addition, our QFHSA office has been building a 
resource bank of information and ideas to assist youth 
with their projects. 

Suggested list of projects 
These project ideas are merely 

SPRINGBOARDS for ACTION. 
The objective is to involve as 
many students as possible - For 
Youth By Youth. 

There are many projects in 
which our Home & School Asso
ciations would be able to give 
support to youth groups in a 
school. We hope students will 
have an opportunity to examine 
ways and means to find and 
accomplish meaningful goals- to 
achieve PEACE within one's self, 
within the family and the com
munity - locally, nationally and 
worldwide. 

M1.JLTIC1.JLT1.JRALISM 
awareness day or week, interna-

tional day - Festival of Friends -
zero in on cultural life at your 
school, community, nationwide, 
worldwide. Make it a community 
affair. 

TWIN WITH ANOTHER 
SCHOOL - another province, 
another country - student 
exchange. Sponsor a student's 
education in a third world coun
try, etc. 

VOLUNTEERISM - organize a 
"Do Unto Others" type club -
become familiar with many peo
ple in your community who 
could use your energy, creativity, 
support, support. e.g. senior citi
zens, , mentally and physically 
handicapped children and 
adults, Terry Fox runs, raising 

- lakeshore School Board News -

The Lakeshore School Board, 
the non-Catholic public school sys
tem which serves the West Island, 
Ile Perrot and Vaudreil-Soulanges 
regions, has announced two senior 
appointments to its management 
team. 

Gregor A. Campbell, 39, wil 
assume the post of Director of Per
sonnel for the Lakeshore Board 
effective immediately. He suc
ceeds Peter J.H. Krause, who was 
named the Board's Director Gen
eral on October 10, 1984. 

Mr Campbell began his teaching 
career at Lower Canada College in 
Montreal, and for the past 12 years 
has been with the Lakeshore 
Board. Initially he was a special 
education teacher, first at John 
Rennie High then at Valois Park 
School. 

In February 1978 he commenced 
his administrative career with the 
Board, when named Vice-Princi
pal of Thorndale Elementary 
School. He subsequently served as 
Vice-Principal of Lakeside 

Heights Elementary and as Princi
pal of Oak Ridge, Thorndale and 
John F. Kennedy Memorial 
schools. 

Uwe Schluter, 46, on March 18 
assumed the newly-created post of 
Supervising Engineer in charge of 
the Board's Facilities and Mainte
nance Division, reporting directly 
to LSB Assistant Director General 
(Business Administration), David 
A. LeBaron. 

Mr. Schluter brings to the Lake
shore School Board a wide and 
varied background of experience 
in the area of support engineering, 
project management, mainte
nance and administration. He is 
currently employed as a consult
ant by the Montreal General Hos
pital Corporation and has had pro
ject management responsibilities 
for several large projects. From 
1977 to 1983 he was a manager, 
plant engineering and services, 
first for Abbott Laboratories Ltd., 
Montreal, then for KDH (Canada) 
Inc. 

Quebec Association 
for Bright Children Inc. 

ABC WEEKEND 
RESOURCE CENTRE 1985 

Place: Ecole Notre-Dame de Sion 
1775 Decarie Blvd. 
St. Laurent 

The Resource Centre will operate for 10 weeks. 
For further information concerning course con
tent, etc., please contact Eva Hadkis (681-4943) or 
Karen Boloten (484-0884), after 6 pm. 

Ottawa, Ontario KlA 0M5 Ontario, KlL 8E3; Forum for 
OR Young Canadians, 77 Metcalfe, 

Contact the nearest office of Department of Secre- Room 800, Ottawa, Ontario, KlP 
tary of State (Youth sector) through your telephone 5L6; Katimavik, 2270 avenue 
directory. Pierre Dupuy, Cite du Havre, 

Have pamphlets on: Montreal, Quebec, H3C 3R4 (514-
(a) International Youth Year 1985 861-9901). 
(b) Youth Year Grants for Special Projects FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION _ 
(c) Grant Application Forms speakers, workshops'. Focus on 
(d) "You Can" - a booklet re Focus on Youth family-youthconcerns. 

suitable for classroom use. Plus many more. 

2. Communications Directorate 
Secretary of State Department 
5 Eddy Street 

CANADIAN HOME AND 
SCHOOL AND PARENT
TEACHER FEDERATION -
through our national committees 
on Education, Drug & Alcohol 
Abuse, Fitness/Nutrition, 
Smoking & Health, Child Abuse 
& Neglect, Media Awareness. All 
provincial Home & School Asso
ciations have access to a wealth 
of materials useful for study 
groups, activity programs for 
students, parents, community
at-large, etc. 

Hull, Quebec KlA 0M5 
Have material available intitled: 

Youth/ J eunesse - Focus on Youth (recommended 
reading for IYY project leaders) 

This report has a companion document entitled: 
A New Statistical Perspective on Youth in Canada. 

3. Helene Latouche, Gouvernement du Quebec 
Secretariat a la jeunesse 
1100 rue de la Chevrotiere 
Quebec, QC G 1R 3J2 

funds for crippled children, chil
dren's diseases, etc. 

PEACE - Send for Ethics in Edu
cation, June 1984 edition on 
Peace Education topics. All 
kinds of ideas, activities, curric
ulum materials, etc., are out
lined in this newsletter. Address: 
Ethics in Education, OISE Press, 
252 Bloor Street West, Toronto, 
Ontario. M5S 1V6 (416-923-6641). 
You may wish to interpret 'Peace' 
efforts as those that promote 
'inner peace individually', 
'peace' within the family, etc. 

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT- orga
nize career conferences, career 
days, work-study projects, vol-

Slide Shows 
and Videos 
For Schools 

Two new slide shows have been 
designed by the education depart
ment to enrich social studies pro
grams in elementary schools. 

"A Home in the Wilderness" is 
the true story of a pioneer family 
coming from Vermont in the 1790's 
to settle in the Eastern Townships. 
It outlines the hardships and joys 
of everyday rural life for farmers 
in that area, and was produced in 
English only as part of the depart
ment's "Quebec Mosaic" program. 
The set of 80 slides lasts 14 minutes 
and costs $100. 

"Maps of Quebec," also in 
English only, is a set of 47 slides 
showing the development, main 
cities, distances, major roads, rail
roads and airports of the various 
regions of the province. It costs 
$53. Both productions are distrib
uted by Multi-Media, 5225 Berri, 
Montreal, H2J 2S4. 

The education department has 
also produced a slick new video
tape, "Declic," aimed at secondary 
students, particularly in the early 
grades, who may be getting dis
couraged about school life. (In 
French, "dropping out" is decro
chage.) Using humor, contempo
rary music and the testimony of 
real-life drop-outs, it lasts 29 min
utes and is in French only. Contact 
your board for more information. 

WHERE WILL 
YOU BE MAY 

10th? 

unteers in hospitals and other 
institutions open up youth hori
zons to career opportunities. 
Encourage speakers from local 
industries to speak at assem
blies, classrooms ... 

CELEBRATE CANADA'S HER
ITAGE - National Parks Centen
nial. Ecology, many outdoor edu
cation projects, field trips, etc., 
give youth opportunities to 
explore the 'future' of our natu
ral resources. An excellent book
let "100 Ways to Celebrate" avail
able from: Nat'l Parks 
Centennial Citizens Committee, 
258 Adelaide Street East, Toron
to, Ontario. MSA lNl (416-865-
1885). 

Please use your local and pro
vincial Home & School Associa
tion as a resource. They are anx
ious to help. 

VISIBILITY - make your con
cerns as youth visible to the 
world! Poster displays, murals, 
essays, creative writing, library 
research projects, public speak
ing, interviews with media 
(radio, television, newspapers), 
make films, videos, letters to 
local politicians, provincial 
members of parliament, federal 
members of parliament, debates, 
assemblies, etc. 
The next edition of this newspa
per will be May/ June. Please 
send us information on an11 pro
jects you may have iind·erway. 
Good luck! 

NEWSPAPER-IN-EDUCATION 

Current, Relevant, Inexpensive 
Can your textbooks match that? 

The newspaper can! 
Newspapers are available to teachers 
at half the regular newsstand price. 
Over 2,000 students are already 
benefiting from our program. 
Call 282-2753. 

also available: teachers' resource manuals, Gazette plant tours, information 
column in each Saturday's Gazette, and teachers' workshops. 

Your partner in education 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 282-2753 
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It's a fact that soft drinks are a pan 
of the lifestyle of students. They 
should know what's in them. And so 
should you. 

To give you and your students 
the opponunity to learn more about 
soft drinks, the Canadian Soft Drink 
Association has produced an educa• 
tional film called, "Soft Drinks ... 
The Facts:· 

This film does not suggest that 
soft drinks are a substitute for proper 
nutrition, it simply illustrates what 
your students should know about 
soft drinks: what they're made of, 
how they're produced, their history, 
their diet implications and other 
important facts ... and, remind them 
that this refreshing taste treat - like 
any good thing - should be taken in 
moderation within the context of a 
we\\-ba\anced diet. 

Our booklet, 'The Facts About 
Soft Drinks" is still available, as are 
a new poster and brochure on the 
proper care and handling of glass 
bottles. 

The booklet, poster and 
brochure are free for the asking. 
lf you are interested, just drop us 
a line. 

For enquiries into the film, 
please contact: 
L.M. Media Marketing Services Ltd. 
115 Torbay Road, Unit 9, 
Markham, Ontario L3R 2M9 
(416) 475-3750 
2168 Willingdon Avenue, 
Burnaby, B.C. VSC 529 
( 604) 294-6231 
Societe de commercialisation 

L.M. Ltee 
9575, Cote de Liesse, 
Dorval, Quebec H9P 1A3 
(514) 631-9010 

Canadian Soft Drink 
Association, 
5th Floor, 
443 University 
Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario MSG 11'8 

Home and School News 

SOFf .DRINKS. ONE OF. LIFE'S.LJ.IT.LE.P.L1EAS~~.-...... . . 
• 



FOCUS on 
MEMBERSHIP 

These are last year's membership figures. 
What will they be for 1984-85??? 

(1984/85 membership as of March 1, 1985) 

1983/84 

ALLANCROFT 
AYER'S CLIFT 
AYLMER 
BAIE COMEAU 
BEACON HILL 
CARLYLE 
CEDAR PARK 
CHRISTMAS PARK 
COURTLAND PARK 
CHELSEA 
DORSET 
DUNRAE GDNS 
EARDLEY 
ECOLE PRIMAIRE 

BEACONSFIELD 
ECOLE PRIMAIRE 

PTE. CLAIRE 
EDGEWA1ER 
EDINBURGH 
ELIZ. BALLANTYNE 
GARDENVIEW 
GREENDALE 
HAMPSTEAD 
HOPETOWN-SHIGAWAKE-

PORT DANIEL 
H. PURCELL 
HOWICK 
HUDSON 
HULL 
HUNTINGDON ACADEMY 
JOHN RENNIE HIGH 
JOHN XXIII/DORVAL HIGH 
KEITH 
LACHINE HIGH 
LINDSAY PLACE HIGH 
MACDONALD HIGH 
MAGOG (PRINCESS ELIZABETH) 
MAL. CAMPBELL HIGH 
MARY GARDNER 
MEADOWBROOK 
MOUNTROSE 
MT ROYAL HIGH 
NEW CARLISLE HIGH 
NEW RICHMOND HIGH 
NORTHMOUNT HIGH 
NORTHVIEW 
ROYAL WEST ACADEMY 
SEIGNIORY 
S. HULL 
SPRING GARDENS 
SUNNY DALE 
THETFORD 

(Andrew S. Johnson Mem. 
School) 
THORNDALE 
VALOIS PARK 
WAGAR HIGH 
WESTMINSTER 
WESTPARK 
WILLINGDON 
WINDERMERE 

185 
19 
13 

18* 
171 

72 
114 
202 
125 

21 
113 
147 
80 

93 

149 
229 
120 
137 
182 
134 
78 

26 
75 
20 

240 
42 

92 
39 
74 

151 
141 
132 
48 
56 
17 

153 
84 

138 
84 
36 
17 

154 
133 
170 
82 
65 

153 

45 
123 
158 
214 
153 
192 
121 
183 

1984/85 

183 
15 
36 
33 

147 
56 

134 
151 
127 

23 
129 
121 
86 

151 

129 
213 
133 
144 
112 
80 
89 

22 
59 

6 
206 

63 
24 
34 
13 
87 

104 
107 
176 
24 
33 

6 
120 

120 
58 
23 
8 

128 
212 
148 
86 
81 

142 

48 
93 

154 

170 
151 
90 

189 

This column will appear in every News issue with the 
1983-84 memberships appearing in light type. 

Our goal for 1984-85 is to increase all of these 
memberships, plus adding new associations to our 
list. 
*We apologize to the Baie Comeau Home & School 
Association for incorrectly showing their 1983/84 
membership, in the Sept. issue as 0. 

(1984/85 membership as of March 1, 1985) 
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Getting started: 

Volunteer Grandparents Society 
The Vancouver Volunteer Grand
parents Society has just completed 
a unique resource kit explaining 
all aspects of starting a Volunteer 
Grandparents program. 

'GETIING STARTED' includes 
an introductory video tape suit
able for publicity or presenta
tions, and three manuals which 
describe starting a program, train
ing volunteers and setting up a 
Board of Directors. 

The 20 minute video is based on 
questions the Vancouver VGSBC 
were asked during 11 years spent 
matching seniors and children. It 
is backed by exacting research. 

"Unclaimed Treasures" is a sen
sitive video which shows the heart 
of the program: satisfied seniors, 
beaming children, and enthusias
tic parents. Interviews are bal
anced by a commentary explaining 
the program's benefits - helping 
single parents, reducing seniors' 
isolation and giving all a sense of 
belonging. The tape is a strong 
visual tool useful for advertising 
or attracting and training volun
teers. 

Start-Up Manual answers all 
the basic questions. It explains the 
program and gives case studies 
describing participant expecta
tions and accomplishments. Prac
tical suggestions cover reaching 
target groups, attracting publicity 
and raising funds. Alternative pro
grams are also listed. Like the oth
er manuals, Start-Up is extremely 
thorough. 

Training Package not only 
explains the best environment 
conducive to learning but provides 
six useful workshops with imagi
native exercises. The workshops, 
ranging from aging and the role of 
the grandparent to community 
support systems, are valuable to 
both professionals and volunteers 
who have never managed a work
shop. 

Setting Up a Board provides the 
basic guidelines for establishing a 
Board of Directors. This short 
manual is quite complete: it 
defines what a board is and does, 
tells how to form one and gives 
strategies for finding, training and 
keeping board members. It is also 
unique: while doing research, 
VGSBC found no other similar 
book available. This manual fills 
that gap. 

The three manuals are time-sav
ing references, all the more useful 
because they are clearly-written 
and well-organized, using dia
grams and charts to clarify the 
text . Helpful teaching aids, sam
ple forms and lists of reference 
books and films are further assets. 

'GETTING STARTED' has been 
used successfully to begin a Kam
loops branch, and has evoked 
praise from Len Evans, Minister of 
Employment Services and Eco
nomic Security for Manitoba: 
"Thorough, providing good direc
tions for initiating and managing 
a Volunteer Grandparenting Pro
gram." 

'GETIING STARTED' is useful 
for anyone working with volun
teers, children, seniors, single-par
ents or new immigrants, and 
makes a good reference tool for 
libraries. 

Kit is available from the Van
couver VGSBC. Cost: Video $27 .50. 
Manuals $30. Both $57.50. #3-1734 
West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 
V6J lYl 

Young Artist 
designs logo 

The Federation of Parent Com
mittees of the Island of Montreal 
has unveiled a new logo-sign. This 
symbol has the particularity of 
having been conceived by an art
ist . .. of age 17! The artist Michael 
Reece is a student at John Rennie 
High School of the Lakeshore 
School Board. Michael is the big 
winner of a graphics contest orga
nized last fall by the F.P.C.I.M., 
among a group of final year stu
dents of high schools on the island 
of Montreal. This contest offered 
the 50 up-coming young artists 
who participated, the possibility 
of winning prizes of $100 (1st 
prize), $50 (2nd prize) and $25 (3rd 
prize). This contest was taken to 
encourage the creativity of the 
young students as well as to find a 
new logo-sign for the F.P.C.I.M. 

CPR saves lives 

The second prize was given to 
Melanie Rose, a student at River
dale High School in Pierrefonds, 
and the third to Luc Asselin of 
Calixa-Lavallee High School in 
Montreal. Because of the very high 
quality of entries received, the 
jury, comprised of a professional 
in graphic arts, the president of the 
F.P.I.C.M. and three members of 
the F.P.C.I.M., decided to give 
mentions to three other partici
pants. They are Jean-Rene 
Leblanc, Marc Brosseau and 
Stephane Michaud, all three of 
whom are students at Mgr Richard 
High School in Verdun. These stu
dents received a prize of 10 $ each. 

On May 11, 1985 the Pointe 
Claire CPR Training Program will 
be participating in the Quebec 
Federation of Home and School 

• Association conference at Concor
dia University on the Loyola Cam
pus. The theme for this years' con
ference is "Our Children and 
Youth - A Question of Values" . 

The CPR Program will be giving 
a one hour workshop on CPR (Car
dio Pulmonary Resuscitation) and 
the importance of this type of 
training in the school system. The 
focus will be on the actual training 
of support staff and of parents to 
be prepared in the event of an 
emergency. 

CPR is a lifesaving skill that 
would be used on a person who is a 
victim of "sudden death". Sudden 
death occurs when someone has a 
heart attack, is drowned, electro-

cuted or asphyxiated (choked). 
CPR training teaches people how 
to maintain the body by providing 
artificial ventilations and 
mechanical pumping of the heart. 
This is a very practical and useful 
skill. 

Any teachers, daycare workers 
and parents should be trained to 
handle any type of emergency 
whether it be at home or school. 

The workshop at the QFHSA 
will demonstrate to parents and 
teachers the practical skills of 
CPR and the choking manoeuvers. 
There will be interesting data on 
schools that have been trained and 
how to structure these courses for 
each individual environment. 

For further information, please 
contact the QFHSA at (514) 481-
5619. 

The new logo-sign of the 
F.P.C.I.M. represents eight people 
grouped around a circular table: 

"The roundtable, ex
plained Michael Reece, has 
always been the most demo
cratic arrangement, that is 
why I chose it for the basic 
geometry of the logo. The 
design symbolizes graphi
cally the unification of the 
eight schoolboards." 

APPLICATION - QFHSA 

Supporting (Family) Membership 

Affiliate (Group) Membership 

$ 7.00 

$25.00 
□ 
□ Ex. School Board, 

School Committee, Parents Committee 

Name: 
Address: 

Postal Code: 

(Please do not forget to include post office box number or apartment number if applicable) 

Your membership card will be forwarded to you, immediately, upon receipt of your 
application by: 

QFHSA 
2535 CAVENDISH BLVD. #212 

MONTREAL, QUEBEC H48 2Y5 
PHONE: (514) 481-5619 

. . " . . ---------------------------------
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Leadership and participation are 
Most of you have been too busy to 
stop and think about what leader
ship is, what skills leaders need, 
and who is going to assume your 
job next year. 

But unless you think about this 
now and focus on leadership devel
opment within your Home & 
School, you will not have the con
tinuous flow of enthusiastic, com
petent people necessary tor a suc
cessful growing Home & School. 

Essentially, leadership is the 
ability to work with individuals 
and groups to get things done. It is 
a "change process" of taking peo
ple from where they are to where 
they want to go. 

So the proper role of the Home 
and School leader is to help mem
bers determine what they want to 
do and then to help them do it. 

Leaders are not bosses. Their 
role is to direct, to supervise, to 
encourage, to coordinate, to lead, 
not to drive. 

A leader's major responsibility 
is to be sensitive to group needs, to 
assess the feelings of the group and 
know if the members are satisfied 
with where the group is going, to 
make people feel secure enough to 
express their opinions openly in 
the group. Essentially, leaders 
make it possible, and safe, for oth
ers to find their own best way. 

Effective leaders don't just 
automatically appear in the 
Spring when the Nominating 
Committee starts to work . They 
must be: -

• consciously sought. 
• motivated to want to give their 

time, energy and expertise to 
the Home & Schol organization 

• given opportunities to learn and 
grow through assignments with 

8:30-9:00 a.m. REGISTRATION 

9:00-9:15 a.m. WELCOME 

9:15-10:30 a.m. PLENARY 
SESSION 

the possibility of success 
• guided to develop goals that are 

measurable, understandable, 
meaningful and attainable. 

• evaluated and given support and 
training in areas of weakness. 

• recognized and rewarded for 
their achievements . 
But, in reality, we tend to pay lip 

service to leadership development 
and to give it a low priority in 
relation to the myriad demands on 
our time of running a local Home 
and School. 

I think this is because we often 
fail to understand the difference 
between things that are urgent and 
things that are important. 

Truly important things in our 
lives, or in our organization, are 
usually not urgent; they don't 
come with built-in deadlines, so 
they are often postponed. 

For example, in our personal 
lives, the important category 
might include taking that class 
we've thought about for years, 
starting a regular exercise pro
gram or taking time to read a book 
that stretches our mind and our 
imagination. 

In the Home & School this cate
gory might include studying the 
school districts' budget, organiz
ing a community task force to com
bat drug and alcohol abuse, or 
finding ways to improve the image 
of public education, and should 
always include doing the leader
ship training necessary to ensure 
the continued growth and effec
tiveness of the Home and School. 

However, unless you make a con
scious decision to keep leadership 
high on your priority list, you will 
find that you and your executive 
committee rarely get around to 
dealing with this issue, because 

you get bogged down in the nitty
gritty details of running your 
Home and School Association. 

Once you have recognized what 
leadership is, have accepted the 
thesis that leadership develop
ment may not be the most urgent 
demand on your time and resourc
es but is one of the most important 
demands, you will have taken the 
first giant step toward ensuring 
the long term strength of your 
Home & School. 

The second essential step is to 
concentrate on motivating people 
to join the Home & School and 
participate actively in the pro
grams and projects. You can't 
build leadership without the 
essential building blocks - people 
who are motivated to use their 
knowledge and skills within the 
Home & School. 

How do you motivate people? 
First, by identifying what is 
important to them, and then by 
getting involved in closing the gap 
between what is and what ought to 
be in areas that are truly impor
tant to your Home & School mem
bers. 

Many articles about motivation 
concentrate on surface motivation
al techniques; things like: 

• showing a personal interest 
in people. 

• building up this confidence 
and pride by seeking the opinions 
and advice. 

• being generous with credit 
and praise. 

• treating ideas and sugges
tions with interest , consideration 
and respect. 

• making facts flow freely so 
that anyone's knowledge is every
one's knowledge. 

.. 
FRIDAY, MAY 10, 

On the second floor, Campus Center Building. Coffee 
available. 

Opening remarks by the President of Quebec Federation 
of Home & School Associations, Mrs. Marion Daigle. 

CONFLICTING VAWES: A DILEMMA OF YOUTH 
As our youth celebrate International Youth Year in 1985, 
they are being confronted with a grab bag of conflicting 
and rapidly changing values. The issues are complex. Are 
young people being prepared to make responsible deci-
sions? Our panelists will examine three aspects of this 
dilemma. 10:30-11:00a.m. 

*Professor Gerald McKay, Faculty of Education , McGill 
11:00-12:00p.m. University. 

"Educating for Peace" 
There is a danger that in the schools, as in the public at 
large, we alternate between periods of "Day After" panic 
and defensive forgetfulness. If we are to involve the 
schools, as part of our society, in the greatest issue that 
mankind has ever faced, we must seriously consider 
certain questions: Do we want curricula that incorporate, 12:00-12:30 p.m. 
in a systematic way, programmes promoting a world at 
peace? What would be the content of these programmes? 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
What problems would such programmes pose for teach-
ers, administrators and parents? 1:30-5:50 p.m. 
*Brent Martel, Macdonald High School Students Council. 
Sandra Grant, President, Student Council, John Rennie 
High School. 

3:30p.m. 
"Youth Today" 
Besides the classic anxieties of growing pains felt by 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
everyone in their adolescence, today's teenagers have the 
added pressures of a fast changing, highly competitive 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
and unstable world. Society tends often to alienate youth; 
our fears are dubbed unfounded; our demands are often 
ignored. We encounter frustration when decisions regard-
ing our welfare are made without any input from us. 
However, being given the opportunity now to explain our 
point of view, we hope to provide some understanding of 
our dilemma and help reunite society with a displaced 
youth. 

*Professor John Baggeley, Faculty of Education, Concor-
dia University. 

"Media: Communication or Exploitation" 
The communications media - particularly television - 8:15-10:00 p.m. 
have a great potential for good and ill. The quality of 
children's broadcasting, for example, often suffers owing 
to commercial and scheduling pressures within the media 
industry. Parents and teachers can do much to prevent 

These techniques do indeed play 
a part in motivating people and 
you should be using all of them. 

But while these sorts of tech
niques can help, the crux of moti
vation is identifying what is 
important to your membership 
now and setting realistic goals 
that your group really cares about. 

If your meetings involve a lot of 
time discussing how to raise 
money for an item of school equip
ment when your members are 
really concerned about absentee
ism or whether the reading curric
ulum is adequate, then you are 
going to have trouble motivating 
people to give their time and 
energy to the Home & School. 

This has always been true, but it 
is becoming more obvious today 
with the dramatic increase in sin
gle parent families and families in 
which both parents work. 

People are increasingly protect
ive of their limited available vol
unteer hours; they are insisting on 
investing those hours in things 
that are truly meaningful to them. 

I know of very few people who 
join a Home & School to hear the 
minutes of the last meeting or to 
work on the bylaws. If you want to 
motivate people to join and keep 
them around long enough to help 
them become leaders, the Home & 
School must deal with important 
issues. 

As a leader you must promote 
possibilities and not allow people 
or activities to become static. 

By definition, you are an 
IMPRESSARIO OF CHANGE. 

by Shirley Cupery, Vice-Presi
dent/Leadership Services Na
tional Parent-Teacher Association 
(U.S.A.) 

1985 

the 
keys 
toa 
strong 
Home 
and 
School 

undesirable manipulation of their children's values (A) by 
informing the broadcasters of their concerns and (8) by 
discussing media manipulation with their children from 
an early age. Examples of successful approaches to the 
problem will be given. 

Chairman Connie Middleton-Hope, Deputy Director-General , School 
Council of the Island of Montreal; past chairman of the 
Protestant Committee, Superior Council of Education. 

Co-ordinator Angelika Redahl, Edgewater Home & School. 

COFFEE BREAK Time to view displays and visit. 

CONCURRENT THREE SEPARATE WORKSHOPS 
WORKSHOPS HEADED BY THE PANELISTS. 

Delegates will have the opportunity to choose one of the 
workshops conducted by one of the panelists. There, in a 
more informal atmosphere, the many issues brought 
forward during the plenary can be discussed and ques-
tions asked . 

FREE TIME Another opportunity to view the displays. 

BUFFETWNCH Served in the Main Lounge on the second floor. 

ANNUAL To be held in the Games Room in the basement. (If the 
BUSINESS business meeting has not been completed by 5:30 p.m. it 
MEETING will be continued the same evening at 8:15 p.m. 

COFFEE BREAK A few minutes to relax and look around. 

RECEPTION In the Main Lounge on the second floor. Cash bar. 

BANQUET Dining room on the first floor. 

Guest Speaker - Dr. Norman Henchey, Chairman 
Department of Administration 
& Policy Studies in Education, 
McGill University. 

"The Crisis of Values in our Youth" 
Professor Henchey was born and educated in Montreal 
and holds degress from Loyola College, University of 
Montreal, and McGill University. The author of numerous 
articles and a dynamic speaker, Dr. Henchey will address 
us on the crisis of values facing our young people. 

INFORMAL In the Oasis Lounge on the second floor. 
EVENING Cash bar from 8:30 to 10:00 p.m. 
SESSION 



8:30-9:00 a.m. REGISTRATION 

9:00-10:30 a.m. CONCURRENT 
WORKSHOPS 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

-
. 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

, 

Panel 

Co-ordinator 

10:30-11:30 a.m. COFFEE BREAK 

11 :00-12:30 p.m. CONCURRENT 
WORKSHOPS 
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VOTING DELEGATES TO ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING MAY 10/11 '85 

The following schools submitted their membership lists before 
March 1, 1985 in accordance with the constitution and are 
entitled to send the number of voting delegates indicated to 
the annual general meeting. 

Malcolm Campbell High .. . . .. ..... 3 
Mary Gardner . .... . .... ... . . ... 3 
Meadowbrook . ... ....... . ...... 3 
Mountrose ...... ... . . .•........ 0' 
Mt. Royal High .. .. ... . ..... , ..... 3 
New Carlisle High ............... 3 

Allancroft ............... . .... . 4 Elizabeth Ballantyne .. .. . ........ 3 New Richmond High ............. 3 
Ayers Cliff ................. . . . • 3 Gardenview ...... ..... . . ....... 3 Northmount High . .............. 3 
Aylmer ........... .. . . .. . .. . . . 3 Greendale ....... .. .... . ....... 3 Northview . . .. . . . .............. 3 
Beacon Hill ......... . .... . . . ... 3 Hampstead ... . ................ 3 Princess Elizabeth (Magog) ........ 3 
Baie Comeau .... . .. . . . . . ...... . 3 Herbert Purcell .. .. . . ..... . ..... 3 Royal West Academy ............. 4 
Carlyle ........ . .. . .. .. . . . . ... 3 Hopetown, . ... . . . .. .. . ... .. .. . . . Seigniory ..... ... . . ..... .. .... . 3 
Cedar Park . ... . . . ...... . . ... . . 3 Shigawake, Port-Daniel . . . . .. . .. . 3 South Hull . .. . .. . . . ..... .. . .. . . 3 
Chelsea .... . .... ..... .. . ...... 3 Howick ...... . . .. . ... .. .. . . .. . 3 Spring Gardens .... . . .. .. . .. . ... 3 
Christmas Park . . ...... . ..... . .. 4 Hull ...... . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... . .. • 3 Sunnydale . .. .. . . . ............. 3 
Courtland Park ..... . .. .... . . .. . 3 Hudson .. . ....... ..... . . . .. . . . 4 Thetford Mines . .. . .. . . . .. . ..... 3 
Dorset. ...•....•..... .. . . .. . .. 3 Huntingdon Academy .... . . .. .. .. 3 Thorndale . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. 3 
Dunrae Gardens ........ . . .. . . .. 3 John Rennie High . .......... . ... 3 Valois Park .. . . . .. ............ . 4 
Eardley ............... .... . . . • 3 
Ecole Primaire Bdd ..... . ........ 4 

John XXIII/Dorval High ..... ...... 3 
Keith .......... .. .. .. ......... 3 

Wager High . ...... . . . ......... . 0' 
Westminster . .... . . ........... . 4 

Ecole Primaire Pte-Claire .. . . . ..... 3 Lachine High ................... 3 Westpark ... . .. .. ............ . 4 
Edgewater ........... . ... . . . ... 4 Lindsay Place High .. .... ........ 3 Willingdon ... . . ... ............. 3 
Edinburgh ........... . ..... . ... 3 Macdonald High .. . .. . . .. . . ...... 4 Windermere ...... ... ......... . 4 

• Membership lists not submitted 

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 1985 
On the second floor, Campus Center Building. 
Coffee is available. 

#1 BLENDED FAMILIES: YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
With the spiraling divorce and remarriage rate, the role of 
parents becomes a delicate balance between proper 
parenting and evil step-parent syndrome. How do we deal 
with the guilt, the jealousy and the conflicting family 
values? 

Giovanni D'Antonio, Counsellor with Ville Marie Social 
Services and Montreal Catholic Center, member of the 
Corporation of Guidance Counsellors and Association of 
Marriage and Family Counsellors of Quebec. 

Sandra Posner, Past President, Westpark Home & School. 

#2 C.P.R. SAVES LIVES 
Members of the Pointe Claire CPR (cardio pulmonary 
resuscitation) Training Program, who operate under the 
jurisdiction of Pointe Claire Fire Department, are recog-
nized leaders of the teaching and practice of these life 
saving techniques. Learn how your Home & School 
Association can help provide this service to your school 
and/or community. Practical techniques will be demon-
strated . 

Mary Clare Massicotte, Director, CPR Training Program, 
City of Pointe Claire. 

Marion Daigle, President, QFHSA. 

#3 EDUCATION FOR RESPONSIBLE SEXUALITY 
Human sexuality begins at birth and parents are the 
primary sex educators of their children. However society 
and the media have a powerful impact. Teenage preg-
nancy and V.D. are on the rise. This workshop will offer 
parents guidelines on how to dialogue with their children 
on subjects regarding sexuality. 

Susanne McKenzie, Department of Psychology, Dawson 
College. 

Peggy MacArthur, Area Rep., Lakeshore I, Board of 
Directors, QFHSA. 

#4 HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS: 
FACING THE PROBLEM 

An examination of the special needs and problems of 
secondary school dropouts. A look at alternative programs 
that concentrate on dealing with the individual, while 
allowing the student to complete academic studies out-
side the mainstream educational structure. 

Chris Blair, teacher, Options I, Protestant School Board of 
Greater Montreal. 

Grant Thomas, Co-director, Odyssey Program, Lakeshore 
School Board. 

Sharon Robinson, President, Willingdon Home & School. 

Chance to see the displays. 

#5 TEACHING CHILDREN HOW TO THINK 
- REALLY THINK 

Are our schools teaching children how to think7 CoRT -
which stands for Cognitive Research Trust - is a thinking 
skills process devised by Edward de Bono, a British 
doctor. This program, which teaches a different way of 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

Speaker 

Co-ordinator 

12:30-1:00 p.m. FREE TIME 

1 :30-3:00 p.m. AWARDS 
PRESENTATION 

WNCHEON 

3:00-3:45 p.m. INFORMAL 
RECEPTION 

thinking about information, is making its way into the 
classrooms of some elementary and secondary schools. 
Participants in this workshop will get an introduction to 
this exciting program and learn how it has been imple
mented in the curriculum of Meadowbrook School. 

Clifford Buckland, teacher, Meadowbrook School, Protes
tant School Board of Greater Montreal. 

Peggy MacArthur, Area Rep., Lakeshore I, Board of 
Directors, QFHSA. 

#6 MORAL & RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
LESSONS IN VALUES 

The new MRE program teaches that language is essential 
for communication and helps children to develop a good 
self-image. Children are taught to care about others in 
regard to feelings, friendship and property. The program 
covers the step from elementary to secondary school and 
the changes of social conditions they encounter. Also 
looks at divorce, sexual development, comparative reli
gions and religious celebrations. 

Margaret Capes, Human Awareness Consultant with the 
Protestant School Board of Greater Montreal. 

Sandra Posner, Past President, Westpark Home & School. 

#7 YOUTH PROTECTION & RESPONSIBILITY: 
A QUESTION OF BALANCE • 

The new federal Young Offenders Act has standardized 
the treatment of juvenile criminal offenders across Cana
da. This new law clearly requires that young people be 
responsible for their actions. While it guarantees young 
people special rights in view of their state of dependency 
and their degree of maturity, the Act also confirms the 
right of society to protect itself and the responsibility of 
parents for their children. Learn what the implications of 
the new Law are for you and your children. 

John Pike, Youth Court Probation Officer, City of Lasalle. 

Alex Morris, Past President, QFHSA. 

#8 SCIENCE EDUCATION: PREPA~ATION 
FOR A TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Is the science curriculum in our schools preparing stu
dents to meet the challenges of a technological society? 
What is being taught and how comprehensive are the new 
science programs? Parents will have an excellent opportu
nity to find out how science is being presented and what 
the goals of the programs are from someone professionally 
involved in the development of the science curriculum. 

Peter Gilson, Science Consultant, Lakeshore School 
Board. 

Jon Percy, Vice-President, QFHSA. 

Last opportunity to see the displays. 

The recipients of the Leslie H. Buzzell and Gordon 
Paterson Awards will be honoured. Entertainment will be 
provided by the Children's Chorus, Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal , under the direction of Mrs. 
Jean Sult. 

For local Home & School Associations' Presidents with 
members of QFHSA Board of Directors. To be held in Oasis 
Lounge on the second floor. 
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---~-National 
Physical Activity Week 

May 25 - June 2, 1985 
A program to develop more than 
15,000 student leaders in organiz
ing sports, recreation and other 
activities in schools and universi
ties was unveiled today by the 
Canadian Intramural Recreation 
Association. 

Rob Stinson, CIRA President, 
said the program is designed to 
encourage increased participation 
in physical activity in the schools. 

"When students play a greater 
role in leadership responsibilities 
over their own activities," he said, 
"program quality improves and 
overall participation increases." 
(Of the five million students in 
schools across Canada, 1.5 million 
participate in intramural pro
grams.) 

Financial support for the pro
gram will come from Fitness Can
ada and The Bank of Nova Scotia, 
with the bank contributing $78,410 
over the next three years towards 
the production of promotional and 
training materials. 

"Intramurals serve not only as a 
medium for activity and fun," 
Stinson said, "but provide stu
dents with the opportunity to 
acquire leadership and decision
making skills that enable them to 
work in a co-operative atmosphere 

Fitness is no fad 

to achieve goals." 
In acknowledging The Bank of 

Nova Scotia's support for the pro
gram, Stinson welcomed the 
involvement of Dan Thompson, 
former National Swim 'Tham Cap
tain and twice Commonwealth 
Games gold medalist in the 100 
metre butterfly, who will co-ordi
nate the bank's involvement. 
Thompson is a corporate program 
officer with the bank whose duties 
also include community relations 
and corporate advertising. 

CIRA officials say the student 
leadership program will involve 
training of student leaders nation
ally over the next three years to 
plan, organize and manage their 
own programmes with minimal 
direction from teachers . 

The students, once enrolled in 
the program, will learn through 
teacher-led workshops and a 
CIRA-developed student leader
ship workbook. The educational 
process will take up to a school 
year of practical apprenticeship in 
the school environment. The pro
gram is designed to increase the 
effectiveness and enjoyment of 
sport and recreation in schools 
across Canada. 

It should be 'a way of life' 
Education budget cuts have Sport Branch policy allows only 

caused all school districts to scru- one school-based organization 
tinize programs in a serious effort that deals with physical activity to 
to reduce costs. As a result, out- be funded. B.C. School Sports is 
door education and swimming that organization, but their man
programs in many schools have date from the Recreation and 
come to an abrupt end. P.E. Super- Sport Branch has changed. Partici
visors and Specialists are heading pation is now one of four key fund
toward extinction and, in some sec- able areas. (Leadership, excel
tors, there is a push to put Physical lence, and administration are the 
Education back into the 'frill' cate- others.) 
gory, making it extra susceptible One of the Recreation and Sport 
to mighty swings of the monetary Branch's stated goals is to raise the 
axe. fitness levels of school-age chil-

But Physical Education is not a dren. Hopefully, this objective 
frill and P.E. teachers are not the will have a spillover effect into the 
only ones that believe in the policies of the Ministry of Educa
importance of physical activity for tion. In any case, the provincial 
children. The 1982 Annual General government and the general public 
Meeting of the Canadian Home are now more concerned about fit
and School Parent-Teacher Feder- ness and physical activity partici
ation produced a strong resolution pat.ion for children than at any 
supporting physical activity pro- other time in the past. The fitness 
grams which promote improved boom has likely done more for 
fitness levels and established a preventative health over the past 
policy to promote daily physical five years than the work of thou
activity as part of the lifestyle of sands of researchers. These are 
Canadian students. effective arguments when defend-

The so-called fitness 'craze' is ing participation-oriented P.E. 
not just a craze; it has become a programs. 
way of life. A P.E. program that Despite the recent fitness and 
encourages participation for all health gains, results from the Can
will now find much stronger sup- ada Fitness Survey show that car
port from parents than it would diovascular fitness levels for both 
havefiveortenyearsago. This new males and females plummet dur
attitude toward fitness is reflected ing the early to mid teens. Forty 
in both the provincial and federal percent of the boys and sixty-five 
government policies. In 1982, Fit- percent of the girls do not have 
ness Canada welcomed the Cana- recommended fitness levels. 
dian Intramural Recreation Asso- There are, perhaps, many rea
ciation as a prime delivery system sons for these alarming figures 
for its 'fitness-for-all' message to since the early teens are years of 
Canadian schools. Both the Ontar- emotional and physical changes, 
io and Alberta governments have but this does not mean that we 
begun funding the Intramural Rec- cannot affect the fitness decline. 
reation Association in their prov- Some questions to ask: 
ince. - Do our P.E. courses reflect the 

Meanwhile, the B.C. govern- attitude that physical activity is 
ment refused to fund BCIRA only, or even primarily, for the 
because current Recreation and · · good _ athMtes 'or · d<l 'Vfe provide 

Home and School News 

1Hop-to-it' 
Kids will be Jumping for Joy when 
they hear what's in store for them 
this spring! The Canadian Intra
mural Recreation Association 
(CIRA) and the Canadian Associa
tion for Health, Physical Educa
tion and Recreation (CARPER) 
will soon be providing teachers 
with their new program, HOP TO 
IT, for National Physical Activity 
Week, 1985. During the week of 
May 25-June 2, all Canadians will 
be encouraged to get active at 
home, work and school. This year's 
CIRA/CARPER project, empha
sizing the jumping component of 
movement, is designed to encour
age scMol children to participate 
in fun-filled activities, and to pro
mote physical fitness for a life
time. 

Last year, about 1.2 million stu
dents participated in "Get Up and 
Go!" a week filled with a variety of 
exciting and original running 
activities. The program was high
ly successful due to the enthusi
asm of many teachers across the 
country. We hope to have even more 
teachers and students involved in 

this year's project. 
In March, promotional material 

including colourful posters and an 
all-new resource booklet will be 
mailed directly to the physical 
education coordinators of every 
school. Toachers will be able to use 
this material to organize move
ment activities for students. Hop
ping and jumping activities can 
occur in the physical education 
classes or in intramural activities 
such as tournaments, clubs or spe
cial event days. 

Brian Cressman, Coordinator of 
Student Activities for the Water
loo County Board of Education 
and Jim MacDougall, Physical and 
Health Education Consultant for 
the Nova Scotia Department of 
Education have developed this 
year's innovative package. Here's 
a sneak preview of what the 
resource booklet contains: 

- GettheJumponNPAW:aone 
day event on Monday, May 27 
in which all the schools 
across Canada will try to 
have as many students as pos-

Teaching Tools for Fitness 

sible jumping a rope at the 
same time. The most recent 
world record is now 102 skip
pers completing 3 consecu
tive turns. 

- Elementary and Secondary 
school activities: Dance, 
Games, Trampoline, Adapt
ed Games and Special Events 
such as "High Jumping" over 
the school. 

- News Media Guidelines: 
some time tips, the "famous 
W's" and some do's and 
don'ts of writing news 
releases. We are also includ
ing some camera ready art
work to help you promote 
your activities. 

CIRA and CARPER are proud 
to be part of National Physical 
Activity Week, 1985. The Provin
cial Ministers of Education and the 
Canadian Home and School Par
ent - Teacher Federation are 
enthusiastically supporting the 
project. You and your school can 
also get involved by making plans 
toHOPTOIT' 

TheM&Mrun. • • a novel approach 
Reprinted from the CIRA (Candn. Intramural Recreation Assn.) Bulletin, Nov.I Dec. '84. 

Believe it or not our fifth graders It all began as a fifth grade class 
jogged from Moscow, Idaho to Mos- project . Since the fifth grade cur
cow, Iowa. We didn't actually take riculum includes USA geography, 
to the highway but we did cover a the class decided to "run" to 
total of 1526 miles, and learned a another town in the United States 
lot about USA geography while also bearing the name of Moscow. 
getting our bodies in tip-top shape. We measured out a jogging course 

on our playground equalling 600 
yards, three laps making one mile. 
The students were each given a lap 
card to keep track of their running. 
One punch was given for each lap 

Reprinted from CIRA Bulletin, made on the jogging course during 
Nov./Dec. '84. school recess time. Each card had 

ninety 600 yard segments, making 

incentives for the less skilled and 
less interested to make regular 
physical activity a part of their 
lifestyle? 
- Are students graded solely by 
skill level or does effort, enthusi
asm and relative progress play an 
important part? 
- Do our P.E. classes have an aura 
of fun and excitement about them 
or are they composed of drills, 
drills, drills, where students stand 
waiting for most of the time? 
- Does 'physical education' mean 
solely the acquisition of physical 
skills or does it include the acqui
sition of improved levels of 
strength, flexibility and stamina, 
and knowledge of the benefits of 
regular physical activity? 
- Do our schools have intramural 
programs that are strictly compet
itive, or do they include more fun, 
mass participation-type activities 
such as fitness classes and special 
days? 

With support for physical activi
ty programs and increased fitness 
levels now coming from the federal 
and provincial governments, the 
Home and School Parent-Teacher 
Federation, and the general pub
lic, the arguments for developing 
and/or maintaining quality par
ticipation based P.E. and intramu
ral programs has never been 
stronger. 

a total of 30 miles on a card. Stu
dent monitors or the physical edu
cation teacher would punch cards. 
Jogging was to be done on a volun
tary basis and the fifth grade 
teachers could participate as well 
as the parents. Forms were sent 
home with each student explain
ing the project and giving the 
dimensions of various jogging 
facilities available to the commu
nity. If the parents jogged with 
their fifth grade child in the eve
ning or on weekends, they were to 
fill out the form sent home verify
ing the distance and the date. The 
child then returned the form to 
school and received credit for his/ 
her parents' participation. It was a 
great way to involve the parents 
and at the same time create a 
healthy family activity. We even 
had a few mothers appearing at 
different school recess time to jog 
with their children! 

Every other day the cards were 
turned into the physical education 

~nstructor. The daily distances 
were added to the cumulative total 
and the mileage was charted on a 
bulletin board map. Studies were 
made of our different stops along 
the way: Lolo National Forest, the 
Crow Reservation, Custer's Battle
fied, the Black Hills, the Bad
lands, and the Pope happened to be 
in Des Moines, Iowa as we were 
passing through. 

Jogging related studies includ
ed map plotting, geography, cur
rent events, health, mileage scales, 
and letter writing. Upon comple
tion of our journey, our principal 
contacted the school at Moscow, 
Iowa (which was a consolidated 
school system) to inform them of 
our project. Our fifth graders then 
wrote letters and sent pictures to 
the fifth graders in Moscow, Iowa. 
New friends were made and many 
are still continuing their pen-pal 
correspondence. 

We reached our goal and were 
recognized for doing so by the local 
paper. Certificates of achievement 
were given to each of the children 
for their jogging conti;ibutions. A 
scrapbook of pictures and activi
ties was kept as a reminder of the 
class effort . Besides gaining a 
number of young pro-joggers, we 
also picked up a few parents who 
became jogging enthusiasts for the 
health benefits. As we finished the 
project, I heard one fifth grader 
comment to another, "I think we 
should jog to New York next year." 
Who knows, maybe we will!!! 

LET'S 
SEE 
YOU 
DO 
IT! So, despite the gloom and doom 

of budget cuts, we are now in a , 
better position than ever before to 
positively affect the health and 
fitness of the average student. No, 
P.E. is not a frill, and with our help 
the number of people who recog
nize that fact will continue to 
grow. Let's hope a few of them are 
those wielding the axe. 

Joe Van SnellenJ>erg 
Simon Fraser University 

, PilRTIOPil"® 



QFHSA mourns loss of a dear friend and 
life long Home & School supporter 

William Asherman, Life 
Member and chairman of the 
Bilingualism in Education 
Committee of Canadian Home 
& School and Parent-Thacher 

. Federation (CHSPTF), died in 
Montreal on January 29th, 
1985. Bill Asherman joined 
Home and School in the 1940s, 
when his two sons were in ele
mentary school, and he contin
ued to serve Home and School 
at provincial and national lev
els as a grandfather. In 1967 he 
was awarded the Centennial 
Medal. 

In his assignment as Bilin
gualism in Education chairman 
for CHSPTF for the past 15 
years, Bill produced detailed 
Annual and Mid-Torm Reports, 
based on data collected through 
his correspondence with pro
vincial departments of educa
tion and the federal Secretary 
of State. The reports are a 
record of Canada's progress in 
the provision of official minori
ty and second-language educa
tion. 

As a vice president of the 
Quebec Federation of Home 
and School Associations, Bill 
had helped prepare a brief sup
porting bilingualism to the 
Royal Commission on Bilin
gualism and Biculturalism in 
1965; his work as CHSPTF com
mittee chairman was a continu
ation of this interest. 

Bill had been a faithful mem
ber of our Board of Directors at 
Quebec Federation of Home & 
School Associations for many, 
many years. His background 
knowledge of our involvement 
over the years in a variety of 
educational issues was a great 
help in maintaining continuity 
and responsibility. He also, 
over the years, chaired a num
ber of committees, such as Con
stitution, sat on committees 
preparing briefs and position 
papers, acted as Parliamentari
an at our Annual General Meet
ing; served as Historian, the 
list is endless! 

He is survived by his chil
dren and his wife Evelyn. 

Quality Health & Social Services 
How much do you really know 

about health care and services in 
Quebec? Have you experienced 
any difficulties obtaining services 
in English? Quebecers enjoy a 
wide variety of health and social 
services . These services are 
offered by public institutions such 
as hospitals, reception centres, 
social service centres and local 
community service centers 
(CLSC's) as well as by local com
munity groups and organizations. 

The last ten years have seen 
many changes in the system which 
offers health and social services to 
Quebecers and more are in ~tore. 
These changes have created a net
work of services that is seen as 
complex and confusing. Often peo
ple do not know what services are 
available or where to get them. 

The law on Health and Social 
Services guarantees that all citi
zens should receive quality serv
ices without discrimination and 
these public institutions play a 
fundamental part in helping meet 
an often complicated array of med
ical and social needs. 

ACCESS 
As a member of the population, 

access to Health and Social serv
ices are guaranteed, without dis
crimination, by articles 4 and 5 of 
the Act respecting Health Services 
and Social Services (i.e. Bill 65, or 
Chapter 48). Your access to the 
different establishments can be on 
the basis of your circumstances 
and the problem you are facing: 

C.L.S.C. 
(Local Community Service Cen

tre) If you don't quite know what 
services are available for you: If 
you have a health problem, and 
need help from a clinic or at home; 
If you are trying to deal with a 
difficult social situation, and need 
advice or support; If your group 
needs information or support on a 
health or social endeavour; prena
tal courses, programme informa
tion on youth, elderly, etc .... 

C.H. 
(Hospital Centre) Accidents, 

emergency treatment, medical 
treatment; If you need a doctor, 

ffiontreol ffiontessori Association 

1357 Van Horne 
Montreal H2V 1 K7 

Canadian Montessori Convention 
The Montreal Montessori Society annual con
vention in Montreal, May 31, June 1 and 2, 
1985, at the Shangrila Hotel. Brochure with full 
details on request. 

, 

Contact Ann Landman 

(514) 272-7040 
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Families and Alcohol The Journal, Oct.1/84 published 
by Addiction Research Founda
tion. 

by Sarah Reagan, PhD 
People who love or live with 

alcohol or drug-dependents are 
generally beset with an array of 
major and minor problems. Exces
sive alcohol use by one or more 
family members, for example, 
exposes others to such disruptive 
and stressful events as embarrass
ment in public, lack of adaptive 
social and recreational outlets, 
marital discord, sexual dysfunc
tion, and inconsistencies in the 
execution of family responsibili
ties. Sometimes families suffer 
loss of income or become entan
gled in litigation because of alco
hol-related problems. Acts of fami
ly violence such as spouse and 
child abuse, incest, homicide, and 
suicide are also often associated 
with alcohol abuse. 

Children of alcoholics are four 
times more likely to become 

A School Answers Back: 
Responding to Student 

Drug Use 
by Richard A. Hawley 

This book is intended for school 
staff, parents, and others inter
ested in confronting and reversing 
the use of drugs by children. The 
first section is intended to serve as 
blueprint for schools that wish to 
start a drug program or that wish 
to augment what has already been 
started. The second section 
recounts the author's experience at 
a school, which he hopes will be 
useful to other schools. Several 
assumptions are made explicit at 
the beginning of the book. The 
first is that there are no important 
distinctions among the various 
drugs as to which is more danger
ous. Another assumption is that 
the prevention of student drug use 
will succeed only if the school, 
with the support of the commu
nity, is aiming to become drug 
free. The chapters cover epidemio
logical ai,pects; training staff to 
recognize and respond to student 
drug use; referral to treatment; 
starting a parent awareness net
work; understanding student drug 
use; and responding to student 
drug use. 

(American council for Drug 
Education, 6193 Executive Blvd., 
RockviHe, Md 20852, 1984. 146 p. 
$5. ISBN 0-942348-14-1) 

having a baby, or if your doctor 
sends you there for tests and /or 
treatment. 

D.S.C. 
(Community Health Depart

ment) To obtain information about 
Prevention programs (Accidents, 
Venereal disease, etc ... ); they are 
also a source for epidemiological 
information or the current state of 
health of the district based on sta
tistics and reports. 

REHABILITATION CENTRE: 
For rehabilitation after sickness 

or accident; For special rehabilita
tion procedures (handicap, physi
cal therapy, etc ... ) 

RECEPTION CENTRE: 
If you need to stay in a protected 

setting because of loss of auton
omy (Age, behaviour, etc.); Conva
lescence; The acronym C.A. stands 
for Centre d'accueil which liter
ally means Reception Centre: it 
covers "Nursing Homes", and 
more. 

c.s.s. 
(Social Service Centre) If you 

are in need of specialized social 
counselling; More long term than 
C.L.S.C.; referrals to foster homes; 
protected settings; Youth Protec
tion Agency (D.P.J. and C.P.J. are 
acronyms which refer to Youth 
Protection Agencies), adoption, 
etc ... 

,Reprinted from SPEC, Nov 6/ 
84 . . 

addicted to alcohol than the rest of 
the population . Clinical measures 
show no significant differences 
between children with only alco
holic mothers and children with 
only alcoholic fathers. However, 
children with two alcoholic par
ents appear to have more behav
ioral problems and more problems 
with aggression than children 
with only one alcoholic parent. 

Children reared in akoholic 
families present a variety of clini
cal complaints. Compared with 
children of non-alcoholics, they 
exhibit more school problems, 
hyperactivity, enuresis, stress
related illness, and suicide. They 
also seem to experience higher 
degrees of depression, anxiety and 
guilt. 

As they grow into adulthood, 
children of alcoholics continue to 
show vulnerability to depression 
and stress-related disorders. They 
may be prone to compulsive disor
ders, such as "workaholism" or 
over-eating, have problems form
ing intimate and trusting relation
ships, be more likely to be antiso
cial or violent than other young 
adults, and they may experience 
early death. 

Children of Alcohol 
Subject heading. Alcohol and th<' 
family. 
Details: 18 min. color. 
Synopsis: Alcoholism is a problem 
that touches every member of a 
family. Children from homes 
where there is an alcohol problem 
blame themselves, feel depressed , 
frightened and generally have 
problems coping. The Alberta 
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Com
mission is trying to assist these 
children. They help the children 
raise money to participate in a 
horse-back camping trip into the 
mountains. While camping, group 
sessions are held in which the 
young people can express feelings 
and learn to deal with their situa
tions. 
Recommended use: With a 
resource person, this film would 
benefit general audiences and, 
especially, parents and young peo
ple from homes where alcohol is a 
problem. 

Available in both video and 16 
mm film format. Contact Marga
ret Sheppard (416) 595-6000, ext. 
7384, of the Addiction Research 
Foundation, 33 Russell Street, 
Toronto, M5S 2S1. 

RANCH -
A CHRISTIAN YOUTH CAMP 

320 ACRES BORDERING 
ORFORD PROVINCIAL PARK 

a member of 
Christian Camping International 

Supervised activities 
include 

RIDING • SPORTS • ARCHERY 
CAMPFIRES • HANDICRAFTS 
RIFLERY and MANY OTHERS 

Co-educational, 
ages 10-16 years 

English Camp 
June 30 to July 13 

July 28 to August 10 
August 11 to August 24 

French Camp 
July 14 to July 27 

For ~ore information please phone 

Magog (819) 843-6748 
Montreal (514).676-5923 
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HELP! 
Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations 
is experiencing a financial crisis and we need your 
help. We are short $20,000 for 1984/85 fiscal year. 
The background is as follows: 

On July 3, 1984, QFHSA applied for its annual 
grant from the provincial Ministry of Education, to 
assist our organization in coordinating educational 
support services to schools in Quebec. For the past 
three years we had received $18,000, which, while 
not meeting our requests, nor taking into account 
rising costs for paper, postage, rental of premises, 
briefs to the provincial government on proposed 
legislation (no subsidies are given for the required 
hundred copies of each brief, or their translation), 
etcetera, we have accepted their monies gratefully. 

On October 1, 1984, Mr. Yves Berube, Minister 
of Education, informed QFHSA that it would 
receive $5,000 in 1984 (for our fiscal year ending 
August 1984) and none in succeeding years. QFHSA 
responded by requesting an appointment to ex
plain our position. He did not reply, nor have we 
received the promised $5,000 for 1984. 

The same request for an appointment has now 
been made to Mr. Fran~ois Gendron, the new 
Minister of Education. We received a letter Feb
ruary 12, 1985, from Mr. Gendron saying that a 
member of his cabinet would be in touch with us, 
but we have heard nothing further. Frankly, the 
prognosis for an early reply and a positive response 
are not good. 

A year ago at this time it was obvious at the Na
tional Assembly Parliamentary Commission on 
Education hearings on Bill 40 that the QFHSA brief 
was unpopular. Dr. Camille Laurin, Minister of 
Education, spent more time criticizing the organ
ization rather than discussing the brief. He did 
make reference to QFHSA receiving a government 
subsidy. Was he telling us something about the 
likelihood of further requests not being 
considered? 

The QFHSA Finance Committee has been work
ing very hard to find short-term ways and means to 
offset the possible loss of this grant for this year, 
and to establish some long-range plans for funding 
next year. 

As you can see, our immediate need is for basic 
operating costs to be covered for 1984/85. Main
taining this voluntary and independent province
wide parental organization, with strong nation
wide ties through the Canadian Home and School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation, is vital. We hope 
you agree. Can you help? 

What more can we say, except to thank you in 
advance for giving this appeal your careful con
sideration? Do call us if you need further 
information. 

Marion Daigle 
PRESIDENT 

Contribution to 
QFHSA Operating Fund 

I want to help. Please accept my contribution 
of$ ___ _ 

Name _________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

___________ Code _______ _ 

Phone _________________ _ 

Please make cheques payable to QFHSA and mail ro 
2535 CaYendish Blvd ., Suite 212 , Montreal H4B 2Y5. 

Official receipts will he issued for contributions of 
S 10.00 and more. 
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SMOKE-FREE SPACES 
FOR KIDS 

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS 
I. The program seeks to promote courtesy towards non-smokers 

in general, and children in particular. Emphasis will be 
placed on a SMOKE-FREE environment in which to 

work and play. 
2. Smokers will onlv be asked to refrain from 

smoking in the presence of youth. 
Cessation of adult smoking is not a 
program requirement. 
3. The program will address the 

significant exemplar role we all play in 
raising young Canadians. 

THE SMOKE-FREE 
SCHOOL 
t. To qualify as a SMOKE-FREE school, your 
school must satisfy each of the following 
criteria: 
• Have regulations in place prohibiting 

students from smoking anywhere on the 
school premises or while engaged in 
school activities outside of the school 
during normal school hours. 

• Have regulations prohibiting both staff 
and visitors from smoking on school 
premises during normal school hours. 

• Have regulations prohibiting teachers from 
smoking inside the school building or on any 
occasion when they are involved with students. 

• Provide evidence of planned or implemented 
Canadian Heart Foundation activities designed to_ increa~ studen_t awareness of the 

• • health hazards associated with smokmg. Examples of 
Fonda ti on des maladies du coeur such activities are: a series of lessons on smoking and 

The Canadian Home &, School 
and Parent-Teacher Federation 
La Federation canadienne 

• des associations 
Foyer-Ecole et Parents-Maitres 

health, a stop-smoking campaign, participation in a 
school-wide Weedless Wednesday, etc.I 
When you've done this, you're truly SMOKE-FREE! A 
commendation plaque and flag are available to any 
school that is 100% SMOKE-FREE. 
2. If your school isn't SMOKE-FREE, but you're working 
toward this goal, you·re eligible for a Certificate of merit. 
To qualify for an award for smoking prevention, your 
school must meet the following criteria: 

• Implement within the school an active non-smoking and/or smoking cessation program that involves non-smoking 
adults, i.e. parents, teachers, health workers. It's important that your program be school-wide: you must involve at least 
25% of the student body. 

• Demonstrate commitment to an established plan to become a truly SMOKE-FREE school. 

An outline of the program and a kit is available in either French or English 
from the Quebec Heart Foundation, attention Mrs. Bertrand, 

1401- 440 Dorchester Blvd. West, Montreal H2Z 1V7, or call (514) 871-1551. 

Beacon Hill School is 'Smoke Free' 

Liliane Bertrand of the Quebec Heart Foundation (second from right) presented Beacon Hill staff and 
school an award last week for creating a non-smoking environment. FronT left, Tom Popeleski, Ms. 
Wernecke, B~rtrand and Pat Lewis. None of the school's 15 teachers smoke. 
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FOCUS on the .. 

School Brigades 
Time for serious thought . . . 

The Provincial Joint Committee 
on Road Safety Programmes at the 
School Level commissioned four of 
its member organizations to make 
a study on the civil responsibility 
of school crossing guards. The 
result is a booklet published in 
French and English entitled "Civil 
Responsibility and Road Safety 
School Brigades." 

This will hopefully appease the 
anxieties expressed by groups 
interested in starting a school bri
gade in their school, but were hesi
tant because of the legalities 
involved. 

The Ministere de !'Education du 
Quebec is including school bri
gades in the Personal and Social 
Development Programmes being 
introduced into the school curricu
lum. 

The Regie de l 'Assurance Auto
mobile du Quebec, which sponsors 
the Provincial Joint Committee, 
has sent copies of the booklet on 
civil responsibilities, as well as a 
document dealing with the corre
lational elements between the 
objectives of the Road Safety Bri
gades and certain objectives of the 
Personal and Sbcial Development 
Programme, and a covering letter 
to all the Regional Directors of the 
Ministry of Education, to the local 
and integrated school commis
sions, to all public and private 
schools, to the Federation of Par
ent Committees and to all police 
corps. 

ST.CHARLES 

The two persons responsible for 
the promotion of school brigades 
are available for additional infor
mation. They are Jacqueline 
Abgral of the "Automobile et Tour
ing Club" (418-653-2600) and 
Helene Roy of the R.A.A.Q. (418-
643-1878). 

This writer has personally 
helped organize brigades in two 
schools and can attest to the effi
ciency of such a programme - not 
only from the safety aspect, but 
from the social and personal devel
opment of the children involved. 

Civil Responsibility 
and Road Safety 
School Brigades 

Fingerprinting for safety 
St. Charles Elementary School 

in Pierrefonds recently completed 
a fingerprinting program for its 
students. • 

Twelve mothers participated in 
a workshop given by Lottie Vogt to 
learn the technique. The volun
teers, led by school committee 
member Betty Nowakowski, proc
essed written parental consent 
forms. 

An overwhelming 96 per cent of 
the student body responded posi
tively. In addition, 60 non student 
siblings of students participated. 

The 425 children were 
fingerprinted during school hours 
over two days, after receiving a 
short talk about fingerprints and 
the process involved in taking 
them. The students and the staff 
were very co-operative, and helped 
the program proceed smoothly. 

Parents received the only copy 
of their children's prints, which 
was part of an identification chart. 

The chart was to be completed by 
the parent with the child's person
al information and a recent photo
graph, and kept in a safe place. 

The service was free, and the 
school incurred only a small 
expense. 

Lottie Vogt 

Independent School · RCS-Netherwood 
Explore the other side of the educational coin. 

•Over 107 years of academic excellence and discipline 
for boarding and day students, grades 7 through 12. 

• Full athletic/sports program; cadets, music, art, drama. 

• Low teacher-student ratio. • Hands-on computer facilities. 

• 140 acre campus near Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada. 

Now accepting applications - The Enrollment Office, 
~_CS-Netherwood, Rothesay, N.8. EOG 2WO (506) 847-8224 
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LOCALS 
SEIGNIORY 

Parents enjoy a Valentine dance 
On Feb. 9 a Valentine's Dance 

was held in our gym. It was a great 
success! 

"I Love to Read" week was held 
from Feb. 11 to 15 in the school. The 
emphasis is on enjoyment of read
ing, both alone and in a group. 

HUNTINGDON 

Older students have been part
nered with younger ones for a 
shared reading experience. 

At time of writing, we're look
ing forward to our winter carnival, 
to be held March 1. 

Lucy Fazio 

New Huntingdon local 
may buy a clothes dryer 

Welcome to a new local associa
tion, Huntingdon Academy! 

Nancy Boisvert, the secretary, 
reports that 24 families have taken 
out memberships, and more are 
expected. 

"We have so far successfully run 
a craft sale and baked goods sale at 
Christmas, along with a turkey 
raffle. The results have been very 

COURTLAND PARK 

encouraging and we are now in the 
process of looking into the pur
chase of a clothes dryer for the 
school and possibly some sports 
equipment." 

The clothes dryer, if it is bought, 
will no doubt be a great asset when 
the playground is filled with 
spring puddles. 

Students enjoy cultural growth 
Students had a wonderful time 

on Circus Day, Jan. 25, when more 
than a week of inter-disciplinary 
work on a circus theme (through 
art, language skills, even gym 
work) was rewarded with a "tom
bola" in the school gym. Some 
classes told fortunes, others ran 
games of chance and skill . Every
one dressed up, even the staff, and 
loved the carnival atmosphere. 

There was a carnival of another 
kind a week later, when many par
ents and students participated in 
the Dorval Winter Festival spon
sored by the municipality. For the 
first time, a Courtland Park stu
dent, Kristen Laroque, Grade 6, 
won the design contest for next 
year's festival button. Home and 
School president Bill Yeomans and 
his wife Pat made a wonderful 
papier-mache dragon to lead a con
tingent of students in what turned 
out to be a rainy festival parade 
through the streets. 

Seventy students from Grades 
4,5 and 6 enjoyed the magic of 
music at Place des Arts on Mar. 6. 
It was a student concert by the 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra, 
introduced by the children's favor
ite conductor, David Amram. 
Theme for this concert was the 
lyric tradition, illustrated by 
lovely excerpts of Mozart, Men-

delssohn, Tchaikovsky and Bach. 
But the big hit was a brilliant 11-
year-old pianist, Lucille Chung. 

All the students were enter
tained Mar. 15 by a professional 
troupe, Les Mains, who gave a 
delightful performance of 
Eduoard le renard using mario
nettes and masks. Home and 
School covered the cost of the 
show. 

The school has an unusually 
large number of talented young 
artists, and together with a group 
of similar students from Meadow
brook School in Lachine, they are 
taking part in an enrichment pro
gram sponsored by the P.S.B.G.M. 

They had an exciting day at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
recently, not only looking at the 
current exhibition of poster art, 
but making their own posters with 
specially-provided materials. Art 
work by some of the students has 
been entered in the P.S.B.G.M. 
Fine Arts Festival. 

The first acquisitions are being 
made for the Mona Macnab memo
rial at the school. Because our late 
principal was especially inter
ested in music, Home and School 
funds have been allocated for cas
settes of classical music to be used 
in the classroom, and books on 
music for the library. 

NEW CARLISLE/BONAVENTURE 

Gaspe students hope to corral 
travel costs 

A group of 22 students from the 
Gaspe is determined to visit Cal
gary this summer. Since last year, 
the students, aged 12 to 15, have 
held bake sales, bottle drives, hot 
school lunches and sales of Christ
mas wrap - and they're only a 
little more than half-way toward 
their financial goal. 

The students, who go to New 
Carlisle High and the Bonaventure 
Polyvalent, have $1,200 but need 
another $1,000. They are hoping to 
qualify for a grant from the Secre
tary of State's Office of the federal 
government, but teacher and orga
nizer Anne McWhirter says they'll 
raise the rest of the money them
selves if they're turned down. 

They plan to leave June 30, 
accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. 
MacWhirter and Mrs. Irene Jacob
son. The highlight will be July 6, 
when the excited Gaspe students 
will take part in opening celebra
tions of the Calgary Stampede. 

SHARE 
YOUR 
IDEAS 

-Send or call 
Focus on the Locals 
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FOCUS on the LOCALS 
NORTHVIEW SUMMERLEA 

Making a painting into an old friend Graduates, former principals say 
"so long, Summerlea" How many youngsters have seen 

a 1000-year-old Egyptian sarcoph
agus? Are they familiar with 
indigenous Canadian art, such as 
Eskimo soapstone carvings? Have 
they marvelled at the mysterious 
Black Room? 

These unique opportunities and 
many others are part of the educa
tional tours offered to school 
groups by the Montreal Museum of 
Fine Art. The Grade 2 class taught 
by Colin Legault recently took the 
tour. 

First, two museum volunteers 
visited the class. They brought 
with them a slide show illustrat
ing the old and new architecture of 
the Museum, and some of the 
objects and paintings the children 
would see during their visit. 

The hour-long tour, conducted 
by enthusiastic and knowledge
able volunteers, was focused on 
items of particular interest to chil
dren . In addition to the Eskimo 
and Egyptian artifacts, the tour 
included paintings of the 16th and 
17th centuries, some of which the 
class had already seen during the 
slide show. Seeing the portraits 
again was like recognizing old 
friends. 

The tour guide talked about 
clothing and other aspects of the 
paintings meaningful to young 
students. A selection of murals 
featured hunting scenes, and the 
children noticed various kinds of 
animals. They also had a look at 

KEITH 

Good deeds 
win awards 

During the Christmas season, 
children provided food for baskets 
for the needy in the area. Their 
response to the needs of others less 
fortunate was tremendous. 

Instead of a Christmas concert, 
we had carolling in the halls. Many 
a voice was raised to the tunes of 
all our favourite Christmas music. 

February was a busy month, 
with "I Love to Read" activities. 
Movies, videos, book-mark con
tests were just some of the activi
ties involving.our students. 

Some of the teachers are teach
ing handicrafts, quilting and aero
bics. A Scrabble club and study 
corner are also offered to the chil
dren. 

An award system for good deeds 
has been started. A child must be 
recommended by a parent, teacher 
or friend for an act of kindness 
they have done. A certificate is 
awarded to the deserving child . 
This has proven to be successful, 
with everyone actively participat
ing. 

Plans are being made for our 
chocolate bar drive to be held in 
the spring. This is one of the fund
raising events held each year, with 
all proceeds going to the children. 

Judy Cloutte 

NEW CARLISLE 

the sculpture gallery and some 
modern geometric designs. 

For further information about 
guided tours, contact the educa
tion department of The Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts, (514) 285-
1600. Admission is free for stu-

dents, but there is a $2 fee per adult 
accompanying the school tour. The 
Museum's address is 3400, avenue 
de Musee, Montreal, H3G 1K3 
(main doors to the public are on 
Sherbrooke St.). 

CarolOhlin 

Back to school for university students 

Student teachers finish their university training by spending up to three 
months in regular classrooms. The exchange of ideas between the 
beginner and the seasoned veteran can be enriching not only for the staff, 
but for the students. Here, student teacher Tony DiVittori from Concor
dia University, and kindergarten teacher Martine Blue with their class 
at Northview School. 

CEDAR PARK 

Summer lea School held its final 
graduation exercises last June as 
invited guests said goodbye to a 
PSBG M school that has served 
Lachine for 34 years. 

John Morton, Summerlea's first 
principal, served from 1950 to 1969. 
He travelled from his Ontario 
home to attend the afternoon cere
monies . During his tenure Sum
merlea once housed over 1,000 
pupils. At the time of its closing 
there were 43. 

"If I ever had the chance to serve 
as a principal at another school, I'd 
want it to be just like Summer lea," 
he told the audience and the 15 
members of the Grade 6 graduat
ing class. 

George Shearman, principal 
from 1969 to 1980, and Col. K.D. 
Sheldrick, a former commissioner 
of The Protestant School Board of 
School Commissioners of Lachine, 
spoke with pride of Summerlea's 
successful past. 

But it was also a day for looking 
forward. "Cheer up!" urged Tracy 
Shutnik, class valedictorian. "We 
have the whole summer ahead of 
us. And even though this school 
will no longer exist, Summerlea 
will live on forever!" 

The Grade 4 and 5 students will 
now move on to nearby Meadow
brook School. On this day, Bertha 
Dawang, principal of both school, 

Volunteers run a children's enrichment centre 
Our Chirstmas bazaar was a 

great success. We made almost 
$3,000, which will go to the library, 
physical education and music 
equipment, field trips, all to bene
fit the children. 

On Thursday afternoons during 
November and December, groups 
of eight or nine primary children 
went to a senior citizens' home. 
During their visits they talked, 
played cards or games, sang and 
made things. 

The afternoon kindergarten 
class went to Cedar Park United 
Church to sing for a group of local 
senior citizens just before Christ
mas 

Cedar Park has an interesting 
enrichment program run by volun
teers. Here's how it works: 

the classroom. Evaluation is pro
vided by the animator at the com
pletion of the project. 

The enrichment centre also pro
vides speakers to classes or other 

NEW CARLISLE 

large groups of children. Volunteer 
coordinator is Diane Regimbald, 
and staff advisor is Sheila Robert
son. 

Marjorie Legault 

French students regretfully 
turned away 

A group of parents seeking 
accommodation for 59 French
speaking children in the New Car
lisle High School have been 
informed that the school has insuf
ficient space to meet their request. 

A committee established by the 
Protestant regional school board 
for the GasR_e said in turning down 
the request that the parents should 
try again in three or four years 
when room may be found . 

However, the committee's 
efforts to try out the sharing idea 

VALOIS 

with NCHS parents turned up pos
itive reaction. Director-General L. 
Bechervaise said "We did learn 
from the discussion of the interest 
in improving second language 
instruction within our own sys
tem." 

School committee chairperson 
Dale Royal said she was "person
ally sad" that the request was 
turned down, and French immer
sion is now being discussed by 
local parents. 

assured them that Meadowbrook 
students would welcome them 
with open arms. 

She said Summerlea 's history as 
a strong community school would 
live on in the other schools of 
Lachine. "There is a tradition of 
stability at Summerlea, Meadow
brook and Lachine High. Lachine 
is a very concerned and involved 
community." 

Summerlea will serve as an 
annex for John Grant High this 
year. It will also house a new 
PSBGM program for high school 
drop-outs. 

HULL 

Hull-a-ha-loo 
day means 
fun and funds . 

Hull School will be holding this 
annual event on Apr. 20. Besides 
being a fun day for the children, 
the aim of this activity is to raise 
money for various school pro
grams. 

Among the many events will be 
an auction, a talent show, a make
up table where you can be turned 
into a clown, a craft lake and white 
elephant table, and lots of good 
refreshments. This highly success
ful day of fun has in previous years 
earned more than $3,000 for the 
school's use. 

Through this fund-raising event 
Hull Home and School has been 
able to offer an excellent music 
program, a new French encyclope
dia set, additional cross-country· 
ski equipment, a nutrition pro
gram with the assistance of the 
school nurse, and Christmas treats 
for the children. 

Hull Home and School is also 
very proud of its increase in 1984 
membership. Twenty new families 
have been added to our list. 

Trudy Drummond 

Got a money
making idea? 
Send it in! 

The student, upon recommenda
tion of the classroom teacher, is 
interviewed by the coordinator in 
order to establish the goals of a 
project they wish to do. Volunteer 
animators are then found to suit 
the project, and a "contract" is 
signed by child, teacher, parent 
and animator to ensure that the 
goals of the project are under
stood. 

Childi:en may work alone or in 
small groups. The projects last 
about three weeks.involving some 
time when they are normally in 

Commemorative books are a lasting tribute 
Several commemorative books 

have been donated to Valois Park's 
school library by the Valois Park 
Home and School Association. 

A few extra books have been 
purchased, processed and set aside. 
by the library co-ordinator for this 
project . If the books are not 

required by the end of the school 
year, they will be placed on the 
shelves. 

Donalda Walker 

Supper/bazaar raises funds 
When deemed appropriate, 

these books are given in place of a 
gift, flowers, or a charitable dona
tion. They may, for example, be 
given to recognize the dedicated 
service of a person in the school 
community who is retiring, or as 
an expression of sympathy on the 
death of a family member. 

JOHN RENNIE 

Can't wait to get behind the wheel The New Carlisle Home and 
School Assoc., held their annual 
Christmas Bazaar and Casserole 
Supper on Nov. 24th. Approxi
mately 22 exhibitors, selling hand
icrafts, baking and many other 
goods realized a profit of $2,400. 
The Home and School received 
10% of this amount . 

A raffle of Christmas prizes was 
won by Patsy MacDonald, Marga
ret Flowers and Kathy Gagnon. 

The casserole supper which fol
lowed the bazaar raised another 
$490.00 for Home and School pro
jects. 

Ann Hall 

The appropriate information is 
written on a dedication sticker 
which is placed in the front of the 
book. 

John Rennie High Home and 
School is busily organizing driv
ers' education courses. Our stu
dents cannot wait to obtain their 
driving permits! 

For the third year, we have cho
sen Fairview Lauzon to give the 

lessons. They have been extremely 
good with our students, and at the 
end of the school year they very 
kindly award a bursary to a 
deservill'g student in the short 
vocational/mechanics program. 

U. Morris 
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FOCUS on the LOCALS 
WINDERMERE LINDSAY PLACE 

Patrollers stand Drunken drivers make LPSH students SADD 
for safety 

Windermere Safety Pati-ollers 
gave a Christmas party for 
Northview Patrollers, and both 
groups of children had a good time. 
They had party money left over, 
and donated it to cancer research. 

Parents are especially grateful 
to the patrollers for their extra 
duty caused by a local works pro
ject. Gas pipes were laid on streets 
near the Beaconsfield school, and 
children walking to school had to 
be reminded that work machines 
pose a hazard . Good for you, 
patrollers! 

Another safety measure: almost 
all the children in the school have 
been fingerprinted. Parents keep 
the only copies of the prints. In 
cases of missing children, they 
have been found to be invaluable. 

The annual French Fun at Lunch 
program is beginning at Winder
mer. It's a pleasant, relaxed way to 
introduce conversational French 
to children who are about to enter 
a French-immersion course. 

Norma Rennie 

MALCOLM CAMPBELL 

A students committee at Lind
say Place High School in Pointe 
Claire is organizing assemblies to 
inform other pupils of the perils of 
drunken driving. 

The week of activities is being 
set up along the lines of a program 
known as Students Against Drunk 
Drivers (SADD), which started in 
the U.S. 

Kim Ades, a Grade 11 student 
who is chairman of the SADD com
mittee at Lindsay Place, said the 
idea of the assemblies is to make 
students aware that drunken driv
ing is a problem not only among 
youths but among all Canadians. 

Part of Ades' plan is to have 
parents and students sign a SADD 
contract - an agreement that 
binds youths to call home if they 
are drunk and cannot drive home. 
The contract also makes the same 
stipulation for parents. 

"We want to get students, par
ents and teachers to talk about it," 
Ades said. "We want to get it out in 
the open." 

The committee has planned 
meetings, skits and movies for 
each grade throughout this week. 
Paramedics, ambulance attend-

Greek drama is alive and 
well for these students 

Students are keeping alive a 
proud and exciting tradition at 
this Montreal high school. Mem
bers of the school's modern Greek 
studies program produce a play 
every year which is drawn from 
the oldest dramatic tradition in 
the western world, that of classical 
Greece. 

So far, they have mounted pro
ductions of Sophocles' Oedipus 
Tyrannos, (1982), and Aris
tophanes' Nefelai (1983) and The 
Frogs (1984), in translations from 
ancient Greek to modern Greek. 
About 65 per cent of the student 
body is of Greek parentage, 
although many were born in Cana
da. 

This year, the play is a comedy, 
The King and the Mongrel. 
Although the playwright, Spyros 
Melas, belongs to the 20th century 
(he died in the 1960s), the theme is 
an ancient one: the-King is Alexan
der the Great, and the "mongrel" 
is the Greek philosopher and 
teacher, Diogenes. 

Malcolm Campbell has had a 
modern Greek program since 1975. 
The teacher, S. Karaindros, says 
the young actors and stage crew 
are very enthusiastic about the 
plays they do, and learn a lot more 
than just their lines. 

"The learn new words and 
expressions. And new ideas, too. 
The themes of these ancient plays 
are themes that recur through his
tory - look at Oedipus' search for 
himself, for example. They are 
learning about their own Greek 
culture, too." 

An instructor comes into the 
school once a week to give folk 
dancing lessons as part of the 
Greek program. Since there is a 
party scene in The King and the 
Mongrel, a dance will be worked 
into the production. 

Two performances are given of 
every production, one for the other 
students in the school, and the 
other for the general public, at the 
Hellenic Centre. In addition, a per
formance is taped and shown on 
the regular Greek community pro-

gram on a local cable television 
station. 

This year's production promises 
to be lively, despite its setting in 
Asia Minor several centuries 
before the birth of Christ: It's all 
about corruption in politics and in 
social life. 

Valois Park 

Playing it safe 
Our Home and School safety 

committee is in the process of 
intensifying the school's safety 
program. 

The children were all 
fingerprinted, street safety films 
are being shown in the primary 
grades, a babysitting course is 
available to the senior grade, and a 
buddy system is now in place. 

That's only what has been done. 
The bicycle safety program is in 
the planning stages along with a 
calendar of safety topics to be dis
cussed in the classrooms. A ques
tionnaire was sent home to parents 
to find out what lectures they 
would be interested in attending. 
Ideas are being looked into con
cerning a spring fund-raiser. 

The rest period after a very suc
cessful Christmas Fair (profits of 
$2,400) was helpful in that every
one is excited and eager to get back 
to doing bigger and better things 
to help our children. 

Tina Townsend 

ants and a member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous will be among the 
guest speakers. 

As part of a Communication 
Night evening, a parent of a West 

Island girl killed in a drunken
driving accident talked to parents 
and students. 

The SADD contracts were also 
signed at the meeting. 

"We want to make people-think 
twice if they're going to a party 
and they plan to drink," Ades said. 

Lindsay Place High School is 
located at 111 Broadview Ave. in 
Pointe Claire. 

Linday Place High School students crowd in and around the school's new mini-bus, the result of a five-year 
fund raising project that included chocolate bar drives and a casino night. The bus, at a cost of $25,000, 
will be used to transport members of the Joint Athletic Association (grades 9 to 11) to games, as well as 
special education students to the pool. At left is Phys. Ed. Dept. head Doug Hicks. 

MEADOWBROOK 

It's been a good year at Meadowbrook 
Since we last wrote, many 

things have happened or are about 
to happen at our school. 

To close off last year, we had our 
annual Family Barbecue, which 
was a great success. It is a lovely 
way for our families to mingle and 
also to do some volunteer work 
before, during and after their 
meal. The weather, of course, was 
on our side. 

In December, we had our Chil
dren's Christmas Bazaar. The stu
dents love this day, which is set 
aside for Christmas shopping. The 
gifts are sent in by the parents, 
bought by the students and gift
wrapped. (A lot of items sent in are 
beautiful crafts.) That way they 
can buy things and the family is 
really surprised come Christmas 
Day. We have over 100 volunteers 
and a good time is had by all. 

We have been quite busy prepar
ing a calendar of events for this 
year. Our major project has taken 
place - a group of volunteer wom
en from B'nai Brith spent two and 
a half days with us and after 
parental permission, finger
printed all the children. With all 
the problems of today, the parents 
praised this service which was 
offered to them. 

On Jan. 25 we had Hat Day. All 
the students and staff wore funny 
hats and two prizes were awarded, 

BEACONSFIELD 

one to the Junior Hall and the 
other to the Senior Hall. Both chil
dren were thrilled. Just a little 
thing to make going to school 
enjoyable. 

On Jan. 29 our 6's were invited to 
Lachine High School for a tour. 
This was followed by an open 
house in the evening for parents. 

The week of February 11 was "I 
Love to Read" Week at our school. 
Children learn to read silently and 
to each other as well. This is part of 
our language arts program. They 
really enjoy this special time set 
aside each day. 

On Feb. 27 some of our teachers 
attended a workshop on stress and 
burn-out. Not only do our teachers 
benefit from these workshops, but 
so do the children. If a problem 
presents itself, the teacher will 
know how to handle it. 

At the end of March we are hav
ing our second annual dance. Many 
parents pitch in and help and we 
have a wonderful time at a very 
nominal charge. Refreshments 
(excluding the bar) are provided by 
the Home and School. 

To celebrate Nutrition Week in 
March, we set aside three Fridays 
featuring nutrition activities. 
Some of the children made their 
own snacks and sold them in the 
school. The proceeds went to Ethi-" 
opia. 

A letter from a faraway friend 
Students at Ecole Primaire 

Beaconsfield were thrilled to 
receive a letter with an unusual 
postmark. It was from a child in 
Kenya to whom they have been 
sending aid through Ute Foster 
Parents Plan, in answer to a letter 
written by a Beaconsfield child 
last year. 

In her letter, Paulina says her 
school has 250 pupils, both boys 
and girls. It has seven classes and 
the eighth one is under construc
tion. The children have three 
breaks of one month each year. 
Paulina adds that she enjoys play-

ing netball in the schoolyard, and 
ask a few questions about how 
school is organized here. 

E.P.B. newsletter editor Helga 
U nterberger thoughtfully added a 
map when she reprinted Paulina's 
letter, to show Kenya about mid
way up the east coast of Africa. 

From Africa to snowy Quebec: 
the lucky school has been given 
enough ski equipment for 30 chil
dren by the Lakeshore School 
Board, is appealing to parents for 
donations of more, so that physical 
education classes can go skiing. 

Our local is selling chocolate 
Easter bunnies again this year. 
This is a good fund-raiser as well 
as being good to eat. 

With some of the money we have 
raised, we have purchased a video
cassette recorder, a computer and a 
television set. We also foster two 
children from other countries 
through Families for Children. 
Another purchase has been a 
World Book (in English) and an 
encyclopedia (in French), which 
will be used by all the students. 

Ann Rogers 

LACHINE 

lacaloffers 
scholarships 

Lachine High Home and School 
is incteasing the number of $100 
scholarships it offers to graduat
ing students from three to four. 
Sales of a new school sweatshirt, 
blue with a red school logo, have 
helped make this possible. 

Once again, the local has orga
nized a driver's education course 
and a babysitting course. The 
babysitting course is being co
ordinated by parent and nursing 
instructor Katie McMorran, who, 
as well as teaching herself, 
arranges for speakers from the 
community to talk about aspects 
of child care and safety. There are 
18 in the course, including two 
boys. 

JOIN 
HOME& 
SCHOOL 
TODAY 

with a friend 
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SAFETY-SCENE _ SAFETY SCENE 
'Calling All Safety Scouts' J) JV"· 

Every child experiences some 
kind of accident, whether it be 
touching a hot iron, incurring 
minor cuts and bruises in a play
ground fall, or being involved in a 
more serious accident on a farm, in 
the street, or near water. Contrary 
to popular opinion accidents do 
not just 'happen'; they are gener
ally a result of of carelessness, a 
lack of concern, or a lack of knowl
edge about safety practices. 

Calling All Safety Scouts is a 
series of six 15-minute programs 
designed to make children aware 
of safety practices at home, school, 
and in the neighbourhood. It 

invites young children to become 
safety scouts like Henrietta, the 
main character of the series. Hen
rietta stresses the need io stop 
accidents before they happen, 
thereby encouraging in children a 
positive and more responsible atti
tude, which can help them to have 
fun. Together with Henrietta are 
the puppet characters from TVO's 
series We Live Next Door. In a new, 
fast moving magazine format the 
program uses puppets, songs, rid
dles, quizzes, and limericks to 
reinforce safety information and 
to involve the viewer. 

Each program includes three 

Don't talk to strangers . 
From the mouths of babes come 
these simple words of wisdom: 

• "If a stranger offers you can
dy, you don't take it," says Shawn. 

• "You should never get into a 
stranger's car," says Emily. 

• "When you go out on Hallow
een, you have to wait until your 
daddy and mother have looked at 
your candy before you eat it," says 
Parin. 

They are the words of street 
smart five-year-old pupils in Jean 
MacLean's kindergarten class at 
Thorndale School in Pierrefonds. 

And these are but a few of the 
words of wisdom they parroted 
this week following an instruc
tional visit from Const. Don 
Smith, a neighborhood policeman. 

We who attended elementary 
school in the '50s and '60s learned 
the old "look both ways before you 
cross the street" safety rules. 

Elmer the Safety Elephant nev
er warned us about malevolent 
strangers in cars. Or razor blades 
in Halloween candy. 

But the safety rules have 
changed. 

Police visiting schools 
Today's young children have no 

sooner learned to talk than they 
are being taught to run from dan
ger in the streets. 

Police across the West Island 
regularly visit elementary schools 
to warn children of the harm stran
gers can inflict. 

Hel Ill 
■■■ 

Ever since I started writing 
and/ or editing Safety Scene I have 
been toying around with a few 
ideas to involve you, the reader. 

For those who have read Safety 
Scene in the Jan/Feb issue of Q. H. 
& S. NEWS you will be aware 
that the past few months have been 
months of turmoil for my family 
and myself. Adjusting to my new 
position, being away from my fam
ily, uncertainties which an unsold 
house may bring followed by the 
search for a new home, sick chil
dren 190 kilometers away, etc., etc. 
have left me with little time to 
think Safety Scene. Knowing the 
end of these turmoils is in sight (we 
are moving into our new home 
around April 12th), I have been 
able to come up with a couple of 
thoughts for this issue of the News. 
(For once, I might be limiting 
myself to one page!?!) 

Bouquets or Brickbats 
One thought that has been with 

me since I started writing is hav
ing a blurb in each issue where a 
bouquet would be given to some
one (person, company, organiza
tion, etc) who did something posi
tively outstanding in a safety 
sense and a brickbat for a negative 

, . ~\tµ?,tion . 

This week, several of the chil
dren in Jean MacLean's class told 
The Gazette they had heard about 
the abduction and murder of 
Maurice Viens, a four-year-old 
from east-end Montreal whose 
body was found last week in a 
vacant house near St. Antoine-sur
Richelieu. 

"I heard on the radio about a 
little boy who got into a stranger's 
car and later was found dead in an 
old house," said five-year-old Jen
nifer. Her classmate, Emily, 
lamented Vien's death. 

"I cried when I heard that," she 
said. 

Grisly events such as the Viens 
murder are rare on the West Island. 

Const. Ed McDuff, of police Sta
tion 11 in Kirkland, says that in his 
24 years on the force he has never 
known such a case on the West 
Island. 

But police here believe in an 
ounce of prevention. 

Const. Don Smith of police Sta
tion 12 in Pierrefonds says he vis
its between 16 and 18 elementary 
schools a year to teach children 
about public safety. 

"I speak to the children at all 
grade levels," he says. 

"I try to find out first how much 
they know. Often, they talk about 
monsters in cars who pick up small 
children, take them home, kill 
them and eat them." 

Smith says he takes pains to 
explain what strangers are. 

I do not like, for our purposes, 
the terms bouquets and brickbats. 
I would like you, the reader, to 
suggest labels, one for the positive 
aspect and another for the nega
tive and mail your suggestions to 
me, care of the News. 

This idea was rekindled when I 
read a Safety Newsbrief in Safety 
Canada dateline Milwaukee. The 
Milwaukee Safety Commission 
reports that Mattel has developed 
a non-toxic plastic that'll show up 
on X-rays of children suspected of 
swallowing small toys, and is shar
ing the formula with other toyma
kers. Wow! In this day and age 
when big business is often accused 
of thinking only big bucks! Hats 
off to you, Mattel for putting chil
dren's safety first! 

Unfortunately time prevents 
me from sifting through all the 
material I have on hand to find an 
item which would draw a brick
bat. 

LocalB&B's 
I could probably find a bouquet 

and brickbat for each issue of the 
NEWS, but I think it would be of 
much more interest to our readers 
if they were to read about bou
quets and brickbats in your com
munities. Please send your B & B's 
to me, care of the NEWS. 

main sequences: 

1. "Guess the Accident" (a game 
show); 
2. "Better Safe Than Sorry" (a 
soap opera); 
3. A Safety Awards show; 
and concludes with a direct ques
tion about safety, for viewers to 
consider in their own lives. 

In Quebec you can "Borrow" 
tapes for copying purposes from: 
Ministry of Education, Attn: Ken 
Peckins, Service de la distribu
tion/DGME, 600 Full um, 5e, Mont
real, PQ H2K 4Ll. (514) 873-3078. 

I I 

"A stranger is someone a child 
doesn't know. I don't want to trau
matize the children. Most stran
gers are good people." 

But Smith encourages children 
not to speak to strangers, even at 
the expense of being rude to a 
motorist seeking directions. 

"It's the oldest trick in the book 
for someone to ask directions as a 
ploy to lure a child into a car," he 
said. 

"I explain to the children that a 
motorist can always get directions 
at a local gas station or a restau
rant." 

At Station 11, McDuff and two 
other youth officers visit between 
20 and 27 schools each year to 
"streetproof" children. 

McDuff shows the children a 
film called Better Safe Than Sor
ry . 

''The film is narrated by chil
dren so the young viewers don't 
feel they're being lectured by 
adults," he said. 

Like Smith, McDuff tells the 
children about Block Parents, resi
dents who open their homes to 
children in danger. 

"We also give the children pam
phlets, which we encourage them 
to read with their parents," he 
said. 

"It makes parents aware, too. 
These days, everyone is so busy 
making a living, that sometimes 
they don't have time to talk to their 
children." 

McDuff says Station 11 police 
are on the lookout for the driver of 
a black van, which was seen last 
week in the vicinity of Beacons
field Blvd. and St. Charles Blvd. 

He said the driver tried to lure 
several children into the van by 
asking if they'd "like to go for a 
ride." 

Refused to get into van 
•~ 10-year-old girl who refused 

to enter the van told her parents 
about it and they reported it to us." 

The police report shows a child's 
drawing of the van, which has a 
colorful depiction of sunshine, 
clouds and birds on its side panels. 

"The girl drew this description 
for us," McDuff said. "She was 
smart enough not to get into the 
van." 

Smith says he addresses an aver
age of two parents' groups a month 
about "streetproofing" their chil
dren. 

Toachers and police, however, 
warn against frightening small 
children. 

"Parents should never tell their 
children about monsters and poi
son in candy," says Smith. "Poi
soned candy is a fine subject at 
Halloween. But generally, it's just 
best to say that there are some 
strangers who might want to hurt 
children. 

Thacher Jean MacLean at Thorn
dale Elementary says small chil
dren interpret safety warnings lit-
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erally. 
"We have a speech pathologist at 

the Lakeshore School Board who 
visited the school and took a child 
from a classroom to test his speech. , 

Difficult task 
"As the child sat in her office, he 

wouldn't say a word and tears 
rolled down his face," MacLean 
said. "When the speech patholo
gist asked the child what was 
wrong, he said: "My mummy told 
me not to speak to strangers." 

"Sometimes, it's difficult to 
make children understand the dif
ference between benign strangers 
and · bad strangers," said Freya 
Fisher, Thorndale's school nurse. 

"It upsets me to have to tell 
children about these things," said 

Smith. "I have two children of my 
own and I think 'there but for the 
grace of God .. . " 

"And sometimes, no matter 
what I say, I find a child who 
insists he'd still take candy from a 
stranger - just to be contrary, I 
suppose. Some kids refuse to 
acknowledge that there are dan
gers and that's scary." 

The other thing that's scary is 
that all this talk of bad strangers 
has eclipsed good ol' Elmer the 
Safety Elephant and his advice 
that we "look both ways before 
crossing the street." 

Stephanie Whittaker 
reprinted from 
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