
 
 
For immediate release 
 
Five Inspiring Community Leaders to be Honoured by QCGN 
 
MONTREAL, September 20, 2017 – Remarkable members of the English-speaking community will 
be honoured in late October for their singular contributions and outstanding community leadership, 
the Quebec Community Groups Network (QCGN) announced Wednesday. Clifford Lincoln, Sid 
Stevens and Earl De La Perralle, as well as James Carter have been named winners of QCGN’s ninth 
annual Sheila and Victor Goldbloom Distinguished Community Service Award. In addition, Claudia Di 
Iorio has been chosen for the third annual Young Quebecers Leading the Way Award. 
 
“In their individual ways, and in far different fields of endeavour, our Community Award winners 
have proven to be extraordinary leaders who have made exceptional contributions to our 
Community of Communities,” QCGN President James Shea said. “All have been visionaries, dedicated 
to their communities and their causes. They not only inspire social change—they embody it through 
their actions and their commitment.”  
 
A passionate and principled advocate for fairness, Clifford Lincoln is a bridge-builder and a 
consensus maker. He has been an instrumental and inspiring leader, within the ranks of the 
provincial cabinet, in the House of Commons and far beyond. Driven by his unerring sense of justice, 
and adept at balancing the needs and aspirations of differing communities, he has made and 
continues to make a real and lasting difference in such areas as English-language rights; the 
environment; education; public transit; health and social services; and the rights of the intellectually 
handicapped.  
 
Since the tender ages of 13 and 9, co-awardees Sid Stevens and Earl De La Perralle have nurtured, 
built and led Sun Youth Organization. This unique Montreal community group has, since 1954, 
developed street-level programs to meet an array of serious and often underserved community 
needs. These range from sports activities and summer camp for at-risk and other youth to a year-
round food bank and other significant support work. The best testimony to this group’s effectiveness 
is the number of individuals who return to Sun Youth as adult volunteers, to give back of themselves 
after having received a Sun Youth helping hand during their own youth. 
 
James Carter has been a tireless and exceptionally effective advocate for improved access to health 
and social services in English. He remains a community pillar, thanks to the determination, vision 
and negotiating skills he honed over the years. His patience has also proven a hallmark; as a result, 
his long-term mentoring has exerted quiet, positive influence through English-speaking communities 
right across Quebec. He strategically harnesses the talent and dedication of individuals within 



 

diverse community organizations. With steady guidance, he quietly empowers many to successfully 
tackle and succeed at leadership roles. 
 
Claudia Di Iorio is a brilliant, resilient and courageous young woman who overcame adversity to 
become a highly visible and influential proponent for safe driving. Beginning in 2010, during the 
summer of her 16th birthday, she battled back from devastating injuries caused by an impaired 
driver. A spokesperson for the Cool Taxi coupon initiative since 2012, she participates in numerous 
school presentations, documentaries and media interviews and also speaks for the Fondation Neuro-
Trauma Marie-Robert. Recognizing her extraordinary road-safety advocacy and inspirational 
influence, the Quebec government nominated her to the Board of Directors of Quebec’s automobile 
insurance board, the Société de l'assurance automobile du Québec (SAAQ). She thus became the 
youngest member in Quebec history of the board of directors of a crown corporation. 
 
The Sheila and Victor Goldbloom Distinguished Community Service Award honours individuals who 
have gone above and beyond in contributing to the vitality and reputation of the English-speaking 
community and who have built bridges of understanding between Quebecers of different 
backgrounds. The Young Quebecers Leading the Way Award was created in 2015 by QCGN, the 
Fondation Notre Home Foundation and CBC Quebec to recognize and celebrate the outstanding 
achievements of English-speaking Quebecers under the age of 30. 
 
Winners have been invited to receive their awards at a community celebration taking place 
Thursday, October 26, 2017, at Montreal’s prestigious St-James Club. Co-sponsored by the Fondation 
Notre Home Foundation, the evening will be emceed by CTV Montreal lead anchor Mutsumi 
Takahashi, who was recently honoured with a Radio Television and Digital News Association 
(RTDNA Canada) lifetime achievement award for more than three decades of journalistic excellence. 
Details and tickets at http://qcgn.ca/community-awards/. 
 
The Quebec Community Groups Network (www.qcgn.ca) is a not-for-profit organization bringing 
together 53 English-language community organizations across Quebec. As a centre of evidence-based 
expertise and collective action it identifies, explores and addresses strategic issues affecting the 
development and vitality of the English-speaking community of Quebec and encourages dialogue and 
collaboration among its member organizations, individuals, community groups, institutions and 
leaders.   
 
For further information:      
Rita Legault, Director of Communications and Public Relations | rita.legault@qcgn.ca       
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