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1979 CONFERENCE SUPPORTING: 

'The Year of the hild' 
Keynote Speaken; 

OGILVIE 
Judge Doris Ogilvie, Fred

ericton, New Brunswick, was 
formerly Doris Geraldine Dyer. 
She was born in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. She attended high 
school and university at Mount 
Saint Vincent in Halifax where 
she obtained the degree bache
lor of secretarial science. 

Judge Ogilvie is married to 
Dr. Robert Ogilvie, dental sur
geon; they have four daughters: 
Mary, Anne, Jane and Susan. 

Judge Ogilvie received a 
bachelor of arts degree and 
bachelor of civil law at the 
University of New Brunswick. 
She was admitted to the New 
Brunswick branch of the Cana
dian Bar Association in 1964 
and appointed deputy judge of 
the juvenile court and deputy 
judge of provincial court in 
1965. 

Judge Ogilvie was appointed 
as a commissioner on the Royal 
Commission on the Status of 
Women in 1967. In 1978 Judge 
Ogilvie was appointed chair
person of the Canadian Com-

FODDER FOR PH/LATELY.-

< • • 

BREEN 
Our luncheon speaker for 

Saturday, May 5, is the Rever
end Russell Breen, who is Vice
Rector, Academic, Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences at Concordia 
University in Montreal. Dr. 
Breen is a native of Montreal 
and obtained his degrees from 
such well-known universities 
as Universite de Montreal, 
Fordham University in New 
York and Universite de Stras
bourg with his doctorate in reli
gious sciences. 

Dr. Breen has also been active 
in the field of education, serv- · 
ing on provincial committees 
for the revision of school text
books and also working with 
the M.C.S.C. as the director of 
high school chaplains. His ex
perience in radio broadcasting 
is quite evident from the re
laxed and enjoyable speeches 
that he has given to groups like 
ours-a truly entertaini-ng 
speaker. 

m1ss1on of the International 
Year of the Child 1979. 

Year. of the Child Stamps 
Several countries have an

nounced special stamps to 
celebrate International Year of 
the Child in 1979. In Canada 
three stamps will be issued on 
October 17th portraying the UN 
theme for the year. The series 
will act- also as the Christmas 
issue of stamps fo r the 
Canadian post. 

Framie issued - its • first IYC-

stamp in January this year, as 
has Finland and West Germany. 
Denmark too brought out a 
special series in January. 

The Austrian stamp to be 
issued this year has a specially 
effective design - the head and 
shoulders of a child with an 
adult's hand on its shoulder as 
ifto guideit. 

As most of you are now aware, this is the year of 
the child as designated by the United Nations. Our 
theme for our 35th annual general meeting, "The 

Child at the Center-This Year and Every Year", is 
an enlargement of the United Nations theme. To 

make us aware of the needs, the rights, the 
education of our children this year and to carry thi~ 

theme into succeeding years, we feel that the 
spotlight should not. fade from this theme but be 
expanded in the years ahead. The joy of being a 

child is something we should all contribute to and " 
even participate in. Yes, even parents can enjoy 

being part of the growing-up period. Our program 
is designed to give you insight into how you too 
can enjoy "childhood" by understanding their 

problems and giving them the love and parenting 
they need. 

1979 
Annual 

General Meeting 
Our annual meeting and conference 

will be held this year on: 

May 4 and 5 
., 

at the 
Loyola Campus of 

Concordia University 

Our theme: 

''The Child at the Centre
This and Every Year'' 

Please plan to attend and to participate fully 
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Editorial comment 
• • • The lim is totli control . • • 

f' 

George Orwell's 1984 seems to be approach
ing much faster than we thought possible. In 
fact much of it is already here, and if the pre
sent government of Quebec has its way, the 
complete, unexpurgated, unadulterated 1984 · 
should arrive in its totality any day. Now that we 
have big brother government controlling our 
health, welfare, agriculture, education, sports, 
communication, recreation, commerce, eco
nomics and employment, it should be fairly ob
vious to au except the most naive or deluded 
that this government is seeking total and abso
lute control over all aspects of society in the 
province. At the recent symposium of the Supe
rior Council of Education, ·spokesmen for the 
government made it very clear that the aim of 
the government is to make everyone equal. The 
only way to do that, of course, is to control the 
way people think, then the way they act. That is 
the most blatant form of nationalistic socialism, 
emanating from an hypocritical arrogance un
paralleled in the 'history of Quebec, degrading to 
the whole population of this province. 

Members of Home and School must not be 
brainwashed by all the laurins and Morins into 
thinking that the government is looking out for 
anyone's weHare but their own. The only con
cept of government that this group of diabolical 
megalomaniacs understands is power and com
plete subjugation of the populace. Aided and 
abetted by members of the federal government, 
they have unashamedly set as their goal the 
destruction and demise of the English language 
and . culture in this province. For engaging in 
such cultural genocide it deserves no respect 
whatsoever. 

The policy of Home and School has always 
been respect for the rights of all individuals, 
equal opportunity for all and the maintenance of 
a climate of tolerance, justice and cooperation. 
In spite of the regrettable and retrograde at
tempts of the government of this province to 
dismiss, divide and destroy, Home and School 
will remain positive in its outlook and resolute in 
its action to procure quality education for the 
cltizens of Quebec. 

Welcome aboard 'funds for hockey 
a sad indicator' 

Reprinted from The Montreal 
Star 

'Elected school commissioners 
should not feel insulted, as 
Island School Council chairman 
Jacques Mongeau does, by the 
government proposal to add 
parent representatives to 
school boards and their 
executive committees. The 
point is not that publicly 
elected commissioners are 
necessarily inadequate. The 
point is that parents eager to 
join in improving their 
children's education commonly 
find themselves limited to 
merely trivial functions or to 
kicking up a fuss about 
decisions they dislike. 

If they were given a stake in 
preserving the powers and 
prerogatives of school boards, 
parents' organizations would 
likely become stout allies of the 
boards in fending off the con
stant centralization of 
education power in Quebec 
through fiscal, collective 
bargaining and other 
arrangements. 

in school management. But 
those who do take an interest 
have a good claim for a share of 
power since their children are 
the ones being educated. Only a 
minority of the electorate votes 
in school board elections, but 
the result is nevertheless taken 
to represent what the com
munity wants. In both cases, 
-the people who count are the 
ones who take the trouble to 
express an opinion. 

The government has yet to 
say how the parent represen~ 
tatives should be chosen - and 
that is where the whole idea 
may go astray. If the minister 
of education appoints -them, 
they will be seen as agents of 
the minister. If a central 
parents' committee chooses 
them, there will be no 
assurance they represent 
anyone except the handful who 
happen to be on the committee. 
If they are elected by all the 
parents with children in the 
board's schools, school board 
elections will become ap
pallingly complicated, with 
parent-electors voting twice 
and non-parent-electors voting 
only once. 

The federal government i!, 
giving $18 million to 
professional· hockey players, 
including $5 million to the 
Quebec Nordiques. Premier 
L~vesque is giving $5 million to 
the N ordiques so that they can 
play hockey in"French. 

The Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations 
is · attempting to uphold 
educational and other rights of 
one million people (and the 
BNA Act) in the teeth of the 
divisive and racist Bill 101. Yet 
the QFHSA is to receive $10,000 
from the federal government. 

The difference between the 
sum given to professional 
hockey players and that given 
to children enmeshed in Bill 101 
is a sad indicator of the values 
in our society. 

BOBMORGAN 
Lachine 

Education lacking 
for price of a bus 
Dear Editor, 

· BILL 96 
There is widespread concern among educa

tors and parents regarding the implications of 
Bill 96. This Bill, if implemented, would expro
priate the property of the School Boards under 
the pretext of seeking to make better social use 
of public property, and reduce the role of the 
Boards to those of mere housekeeping minions. 
It would impose new conditions on teachers, 
some of which are contrary to their present 
union agreements, such as different working 
hours. The Boards would also lose control over 
their own auditors. 

Quebec Federation shares this widespread 
concern and at its Board of Directors meeting 
March 17, 1979 approved the following resolu
tion: 

"That the Quebec Association of Protestant 
School Boards prepare contingency plans 
that would enable it to obtain an injunction in 
the event that Bill 96 is passed and the Minis
ter of Education attemps to implement it.'' 

Since then, Bill 96 has been 'taken apart: al-
though it is still on the order papers of the Na
tional Assembly. Parts of the Bill were incorpor
ated into the provincial budget, another into the 
teacher contract offer, while another part will 
be presented this summer, fall and next spring. 

Home and Schoolers should keep their eyes 
and ears open for any news and developments 
affecting education and regulations or bills com
ing before the National Assembly. 

OTHER 
PEOPLES 

OPINIONS 

ODE TO THE ENGLISH IN QUEBEC 

Faint not nor fear-that great day soon we'll see 
When all of us will once again be free 
Free in our ways to use the ancient tongue 
Free in our ways to educate the young 
Then shall we look with scorn upon that band 
Who sought the fragmentation of this land 
And on the happy day of their defeat 
There'll be such joyous dancing in the street 
Such shouts of gladness and such shouts of praise 
By people lifted from a long malaise 
We held the fort-our cause was right and just 
Deep was our pride and strong the ancient trust 
Who beats retreat, who faints, who feels chagrin 
Who runs away with Canada to win? 
We stood-as did our fathers on that plain 
Here we have lived and here we shall remain 
And on that day across the country wide 
They'll praise us then for all we did abide 
And thet we'll know full well we made the grade 
And simply say with quiet pride-"We stayed." 

STUART RICHARDSON 

Bringing parent represen
tatives onto the board can serve 
a double purpose: assuring 
parents that their views will be 
heard and considered at the 
highest level and obliging 
parents to see problems from 
the board's point of view, not 
just from the consumer stand
point. 

Only a minority of parents 
take a sustained active interest 

The · school commissioners 
should be encouraging the most 
vocal parents to share in wrest
ling with the tough practical 
problems of school ad
ministration. They should join 
in the search for a sensible way 
of choosing the parent 
representatives who will sit 
with them. 

At the Chateau Ramezay in 
Old Montreal, a group of 
dedicated women, some of them 
are parents and all of them are 
volunteers, are trying to share a 
little history in this unique 18th 
century building. For a number 
of years, their tours have made 
the learning of our French
English heritage a pleasant 
experience for the school 
children who visit. 

N.B. This poem appeared first as an advertisement in the Montreal Gazette 03/03. 
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All of a sudden, our happy 
visitors, mostly from Levels 4 
to 6, seem to have vanished. 
Those who are coming benefit 
enormously, so their teachers 
tell us. But, where are the 
others? 

There have been indications 
that the school numbers are 
dwindling, but more than that, 
it seems that there is a lack of 
funds for the mounting costs of 
transportation. One school on 
the South Shore admitted, 
"Who can afford the $75:00 to 
rent a bus?" Many books can be 

bought for the school at that 
price, or at least they could be a 
few years ago. 

Will our children have to 
forego field trips as our taxes go 
up and the price of a good 
education "like the proverbial 
carrot" stays j1,1st out of reach? 

It is with thanks to the 
financial assistance of the 
Home & School members that 
many children are receiving the 
educational opportunities of
fered on field trips to museums, 
historic houses, etc., op
portunities not found on the 
pages of a book at school. 

Perhaps, we should all take a 
good look at the situation and 
plan ahead in order to preserve 
this valuable method of lear
ning, before field trips continue 
to fall by the wayside. 

In the meantime, if any 
schools are interested in a 
guided tour at the Chateau 
Ramezay, please call to reserve 
at 861-7182. 

Andrea M. Winlo 
Guides de Ramezay, 
Anglophone Section, 
J3rai;onsfield Elementary 
School 
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Standards are up! 
"Criticism of education is 

always present, -as indeed it 
should be, but the complaints of 
the past few years regarding 
standards of achievement 
represent more than might 
ordinarily be expected. The 
charge, frequently appearing in 
the Canadian media, that 
students now graduating from 
high schools are less proficient 
than students of previous 
decades provided the impetus 
for this study of the procedures 
presently employed in assess
ing student achievement in the 
academic subjects in the senior 
secondary grades." 

Thus begins the report of the 
CEA Committee on Evaluation 
and Examination Practices 
following the completion of an 
investigation begun in the fall 
of 1976. The committee of nine 
educators, representative of 
various groups and regions of 
Canada, started its task by 
tracing the history of province
wide (departmental) 
examinations from 1960 to the 
present day, and one useful 
feature of the report is .a table 
concisely setting forth in
formation on this subject 
received from the ten depart
ments or ministries of 
education. The reasons given 
for the abandonment of depart
mental examinations in most 
provinces are of particular 
interest. 

As the next step in their 
study, members of the com
mittee sent a questionnaire to a 
carefully selected represen
tative cross-section of "chief 
education officers" (superin
tendents, directors of education 
or directeurs generaux) of 
Canadian school systems in 
order to find out exactly what 
are the means now used to 
evaluate students, and who 
makes curriculum decisions 
and determines what the 
educational goals and ob
jectives should be. The officers 
also gave their frank opinions 
as to whether student 
achievement has improved or 

declined in six key subject 
areas over the past 10 years and 
the past 20 years, and told 
whether they were satisfied or 
dissatisfied with present 
methods of awarding final 
marks to students in the last 
three years of secondary school. 

Conclusions of the study 

In direct response to the main 
purpose of this study, which 
was to ascertain, and obtain 
comments on, the procedures 
presently employed in 
assessing student achievement 
in the academic subjects in the 
senior secondary grades, it 
seems reasonable to draw the 
following conclusions from the 
information gathered: 

1. Final examinations, now 
usually constructed within 
the individual school systems 
but modelled somewhat after 
the departmental 
examinations previously 
employed, are widely used in 
arriving at final grades in the 
school-leaving year. It is 
evident, however, that in 
most school systems marks 
accumulated during the term 
contribute as much or more to 
year-end grades as do final 
examinations. 

2. Chief education officers are 
of the op1n1on that 
achievement standards 
definitely have risen in the 
biological sciences, physical 
sciences, and second 
language; that standards in 
social studies and 
mathematics are about the 
same or perhaps better; and 
that standards in literature 
and language have declined. , 

3. A majority of chief education 
officers are satisfied with 
grading practices in the last 
three years of school; 
however, a substantial 
minority are dissatisfied, 
apparently because of a lack 
of uniform standards of 
achievement across schools 
and school systems. 

c~ ,;. •• -. r ..--
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ALEX MORRIS 
President 

Where have all the leaders gone? 
That's what I have been asking myself 
for several years now. Since the present 
prime minister came into power, most 
of those who. had any leadership abtli
ties and those who showed promising 
potential have left the ranks, and as for 
any effective representation for the 
English minority in Quebec, there is 
none. The brighter- ones have gone into 
industry, commerce or the professions, 
leaving the Cabinet with a bunch of poli
tical hacks and derelicts. The country is 
in such an economic, social, linguistic 
and political mess that the only thing we 
can get from the Prime Minister is in
sipid mouthings about a bill of rights
at a time when he is too accommodat
ing, and unwilling to risk his Quebec-

. based cabinet ministers and voters by 
defending the constitution himself. In 
our own province the paranoia of 
Messrs. Laurin, Morin & Co. have made 
the government ineffective to the point 

PRESIDENT'S_ 
MESSAGE 

of uselessness, while Quebec has be
come the laughing stock of the nation. 

The alternatives are no better. No 
one in any political party has come for
ward to advocate the return to freedom 
of · choice of language of education; no 
federal politician has condemned Bill 
101 as discriminatory and unjust; 
they're too worried about their jobs. It's 
not "politically expedient". 

Although Home and School is non
political, supporting any party which 
fosters human rights, dignity and quali
ty education for all, and·opposing those 
who would deny those same attitudes, it 
would be well for all of us to become 
aware of the real issues in the upcoming 
election, ignoring the trumped-up red -
herrings, and make our elected repre
sentatives accountable. I don't for a mo
ment overestimate the influence of 
Home and School, nor do I underesti
mate the power of a group of deter
mined, dedicated parents who have 
something to say to members of govern
ment and have the ability and oppor
tunity to say it in the polling booths. 

Dlildren- High profit items 
During the last year, ad

vertisers netted 25% of their 
profit from children. (Parents 
and children purchased and ate 
things advertised on T.V. etc.) 

What reason do people give 
for purchasing a doll for $24.95? 

Because it walks. How long 
does a toy like this hold the 
child's attention? I made a call 
to a group who take used toys 
and repair them and give them 
to needy children. 

Two interesting facts came to 
light. 

• nn • 

, IYC -Three Canadian studies published 
About half the collected toys 

needed no repairs at all, maybe 
just a clean, indicating that the 
novelty wearsoff. 

Secondly the items that 
people request for their 
children (request is the 
operative word) are generally 
ones advertised on T.V. In other 
words people have become 
"picky." 

"Is it a bird?, Is it a plane?", 
no - it is a four-year-old 
boy falling to death after 
having seen Superman with 
his father a few days 
before. This is a terrible 
tragedy. We all know that 
children love to imitate 
parents, relatives and 
definitely TV and comic 
book characters. This is 
where guidance by parents 
comes into play, explaining 
the unreality of the things 
they view and read. 

I 

The United Nations General 
Assembly has designated 1979 
International Year of the Child. 
Apropos of that, three new 
Canadian studies have been 
published giving us a sometimes 
startling, sometimes frightening 
·but always interesting look at 
the legal status of children in 
Canada today and how our socie
ty meets their needs. 

Admittance Restricted, the 
result of a 1975 task force study 
by the Canadian Council on Chil
dren and Youth, takes a hard 
look at the present status of chil
dren's rights in Canada. 

While not attempting to define 
those rights or needs in absolute 
terms, they include economic 
support, protection, health care 
and education with emphasis on 
the child with special needs. 
"Most parents of children with 
special needs spend enormous 
energy attempting to provide 
even a minimal basic education 
for their chikiren." 

The study concludes with 
recommendations on issues re
quiring urgent attention in the 
stated areas including the need 
to ensure an appropriate educa
tion for all children regardless of 
any handicapping condition. The 
cost of the book is $8.95 and can 
be obtained from CCCV, 323 
Chapel St., Ottawa, Ont. 

The Child and his Community, 
a project of Boys' and Girls' 

Clubs of Canada and funded by 
the Secretary of State, is a re
source book dealing with the 
needs and rights of children in 
Canada. 

The study provides back
ground on children's issues both 
provincially and nationally as 
they exist now with focus on six 
major topics and how they affect 
our children. They are social and 
economic forces, health, law, 
daycare, media and housing and 
recreation. 

In conclusion, the study offers 
specific and general recommen
dations on each topic but does 
not, however, reflect the official 
views of Boys' and Girls' Clubs. 

An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure, reads the 
old adage, and that is essentially 
the message in Prevention of 
Handicap: A Case for Improved 
Prenatal and Perinatal Care. 

The study, commissioned by 
the Canadian Institute of Child 
Health, is a background paper 
by Joan C. Brown and indicates 
we still have much to do in im
proving infant mortality rates 
and general improvement in 
mother and infant care in order 
to promote healthy children. 

In conjunction with Brown's 
study, Dr. J. McCreary and Shir
ley Post, of the CICH, have writ
ten a paper, Coalition for the 
Prevention of Handicap, offering 
recommendations to improve 
present health care standards 

for Canadian mothers and in
fants. 

For more information or copies 1 

of the report write: CICH, suite ' 
803, 410 Laurier Avenue West, , 
Ottawa, Ontario KlR 7T3. 

The CELDIC (Commission on ' 
Emotional and Learning Disor
ders in Children) report, al-
though published in 1970, re- , 
mains the definitive study on the 
magnitude of children in Canada 
falling in the special needs 
category. 

For any professional or parent 
duped into believing the num
bers are insignificant, the sub
title of the report is One Million 
Children. Twelve percent of 
Canada's population up to 19 
years of age requires attention, 
treatment and care due to emo
tional or learning disorders. 

That statistic begins an in
depth look at the position of 
these children in educational 
systems, residential care, as of
fenders and wards of the state. 

It concludes with many recom
mendations designed to best 
meet the needs of the children, 
better enabling them to function 
in society. 

The report may be obtained at 
a cost of S7.00 by writing the 
Canadian Council on Children 
and Youth, 323 Chapel Street, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Reprinted from Canadian Asso
ciation for Children with Learn
Ing Disabilities bulletin. 

At one time people would say 
that they would appreciate a 
doll, fire engine or any toy you 
might care to give us. Have 
values changed that 
drastically? 

According to research done, 
the 1960s witnessed a 
revolution of cultural, 
economic, religious and social 
changes and enlightenment. 
This report pointed out that 
media played a very big role in 
this - more people used the 
media during this period than 
before or since. 

The following are comments 
from children regarding T. V. 
Fourteen-year-old: 

"Television is perfect to tune 
out the rest of the world. But, I 
don't relate with my family 
much because we're all too busy 
watching T.V." 
Eleven-year-old: 

"You see so much violence 
that it's meaningless. If I saw 
someone really get killed, it 
wouldn't be a big deal. I guess 
I'm turning into a hard rock." 
Nine-year-old: 

"I'd rather watch T.V. than 
play outside, because it's" 
boring outside. They always 
have the same rides, like 
swings and things." -

• •• 

Thirteen-year-old: 

"When I see a beautiful girl 
using shampoo or a cosmetic on 
T.V., I buy them because I'll 
look like her. I have a ton of 
cosmetics. I play around with 
them and save them for when 
I'm older." 

The above are reprints from a 
magazine. 

I seem to be coming back to 
where I began a year ago -
pointing out things children are 
exposed to, such as soap operas, 
playboy magazines, etc., ad
vertising. But now I believe I 
can come up with some 
resolutions, a pamphlet and 
articles for the papers. 

This being International Year 
of the Child provides a time to 
focus on the media and educate 
parents to their responsibilities 
in this respect . . The resolutions 
will be ready for the AGM as 
well as the outline for the 
pamphlet. 

by Carolyn Drysdale 
Media Committee Chairman, 

C.H.S.P. T.F. 
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CHSPTF CONFERENCE CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

Where there are children you11 ·find abuse 
5. Initiation of a regular 
communique on child abuse and 
neglect for distribution to 
provincial federations and the 
board of directors . 

More than 30 children will be 
killed in Canada by their 
guardians and some 6,000 will 
be abused by those who are 
entrusted with their care, ac
cording to conservative 
estimates quoted by Dr. Her
bert Sohn, co-ordinator of the 
Child Abuse Program of the 
Ministry of Communit7 and 
Social Services in Ontario. 

Dr. Sohn was speaking to 
delegates from provincial H&S 
federations at the mid-term 
meeting of the Canadian Home 
& School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation held in Toronto in 
mid-January. The conference on 
child abuse and neglect had 
been organized by the president 
of Canadian Home & School, 
Tom Wilkinson, as a special 
session to mark the Inter
national Year of the Child. 

Quebec H&S president Alex 
Morris was one of those taking 
part in the conference, along 
with Betty O'Connell (Central 
vice-president of CHSPI'F and 
past-president of QFHSA) and 
the presidents of the H&S 
federations of British 
Columbia, Alberta, Manitoba, 
Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island. Saskatchewan was 
represented by its vice
president and the Western and 
Eastern vice-presidents, along 
with CHSPTF past-president 
June Lore, were also in at
tendance. 

Professional Awareness 

Dr. Soho's presentation on 
interprofessional cooperation 
in combating child abuse was 
the opening session of the 
conference, and he outlined the 
kind of coordination which is 
essential to controlling and 
dealing with abuse. He pointed 
out that many cases of child 
abuse go unreported because of 
confusing criteria and a lack of 
awareness on the part of 
physicians, educators, nurses 
and social workers. Although 
these professionals have in the 

past originated the majority of 
reports, the trend now is for the 
minority of cases reported by 
these workers, in spite of the 
fact that they are in a position 
to be the best observers because 
of their regular contact with 
children over long periods of 
time, particularly those who 
are educators. 

"Child abuse," said Dr. Sohn, 
"is not new to our society. 
Evidence of infanticide, 
brutalization and exploitation 
of children can be found in 
literature at least as far back as 
biblical times." And parents, 
particularly fathers, have 
traditionally been recognized 
as having unchallenged 
authority over their children. 

Corporal Punishment 

This point of view pe&5ists in 
the permission given by law to 
teachers and parents to give 
corporal punishment which is 
"reasonable under the cir
cumstances." Dr. Sohn and 
other speakers at the con
ference expressed the view that 
the <:;riminal Code of Canada, 
Section 42, should be amended 
to rule out corporal punish
ment. Their reasoning was that 
inadvertent, serious injury has 
been done to children under this 
guise, and that corporal punish
ment such as spanking ad
ministered by parent or teacher 
can escalate into severe injury. 

Barbara Morrison, Special 
Projects Officer from the Social 
Services Branch of Health & 
Welfare Canada, gave a 
synopsis of the types and causes 
of child abuse and neglect . 

The many definitions ac
corded by authorities in the 
United States and in the 
provinces of Canada make any 
but the legal definition in effect 
in a country or region in
conclusive, she said. Child 
neglect constitutes all those 
conditions listed in provincial 
law under which a court may 
find a child neglected or 'in 
need of protection'. It can cover 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or the 

pressures of competition 
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the abused and battered child, 
as well as the child whose 
parents are unable or unwilling 
to care for him adequately. 

Sexual Abuse 

Most provinces include in 
their definition a reference to 
sexual ·abuse, as clearly a form 
of child abuse, in spite of the 
fact that there has been a ten
dency to treat such offences in a 
special category. 

Several amendments have 
been recommended to 
prevailing federal legislation 
dealing with child abuse, said 
Mrs. Morrison, particularly in 
relation to child pornography 
and child prostitution. The aim 
is to act against violence and 
undue degradation of the 
human person, especially the 
defilement of children. One 
amendment would make it an 
offence to procure any person 
under the age of 16 to engage in 
male or female prostitution. 

Childnapping by parents will 
also be made an offence, and the 
wife or husband of a person 
charged wi~h assaulting a child 
under 14 years would be made a 
'compellable' witness to testify 
for the Crown. 

Steven Rootman of the 
Saskatchewan Child Protection 
Services cited good reporting 
laws and protective services for 
children as essential to the fight 
against child abuse and neglect 
in Canada. Enlightened 
professionals and public 
awareness have to be developed 
through education and 
publicity. 

School's Role 

In the school system, said Mr. 
Rootman, abused and neglected 
children can be identified from 
the mental and physical scars of 
maltreatment they carry wih 
them. Teachers .also have the 
responsibility to be sensitive to 
the emotional as well as the 
physical needs of -the child, not 
to belittle, verbally assault or 

Child Focus 
Each country owes its 

children the best that it has to 
offer. Publicizing information 
on children has always been a 
problem in Canada's effort to 
provide the best . A new 
magazine, Child Focus, is about 
to appear on newsstands with 
the object of mobilizing con
cerned people to actions which 
will elevate awareness of the 
needs of children. 

Child Focus, says the editor, 
will be a national adult 
magazine using a very human 
and readable style of writing. It 
will be concerned for children 
and the roles that adults and 
the community play in their 
lives. It will be concerned for 
adults, too, that their needs too 
are met and that they are 
comfortable in their 
relationships withcl,iildren. 

Richard Fransham is the 
originator of Child ·Focus. His 
studies have been in education 
and psychology. He brings to 
Child Focus manY. years of 
experience with children in 
schools and summer camps. He 
has engaged the interest of 
many of Canada's best writers 
to produce articles for Child 
Focus in coming months. 

Child Focus will be published 
six times a year and sub
scriptions are available at $6.95 
a year from Child Focus, Box 
67, Station F, Toronto, Ontario. 

emotionally deprive him. 
Parents need advice through 

education and through contact 
with volunteers trained as an 
extension of the protection 
services, and access to a 24-hour 
stress line, such as that offered 
by Parents Anonymous in some 
parts of Canada. 

Recommendations 
for Action by H&S 

0 National Commitment 

As a result of the information 
and discussions held during the 
conference, CHSPI'F adopted 
the following recommendations 
for action by its committee on 
Child Abuse and Neglect: 
1. Collection and distribution 
of material and research. 
2. Promotion of educational 
programs for parents. 
3. Development of public 
awareness of the problems. 
4. Initiation of research into the 
effects of verbal abuse at home 
and at school. 

• Provincial Action 

It was also recommended that 
all provincial H&S federations 
establish a child abuse and 
neglect committee, to ascertain 
the extent of child abuse and 
neglect in the province and the 
efficacy of provincial laws, 
while looking into the use and 
availability of financial and 
human resources in support of 
child protection. 

• AndLocal 

Local H&S associations are to 
be encouraged to establish lay
volunteer programs to assist 
professionals involved in child 
protection, along with 
awareness programs to sen
sitize citizens to child abuse in 
the community. 

Through these and other 
actions, governments, 
professional groups and com
munity organizations such as 
H&S will be able to bring about 
significant progress, making 
1979 truly the Year of the Child. 

'The Child . . . 
A responsibility for all' 

When a neighbour woman 
found 9-year-old Mary Ellen 
chained to a bed in 1893, she 
discovered that not one New 
York State law prevented 
cruelty to children. The public 
outcry, both in Canada and the 
U .S., led to the world's first 
child protection law. 

More than 80 years later, 
according to the Canadian 
Home and School and Parent
Teacher Federation, the abused 
or neglected child is still too 
frequently the victim of an 
apathetic communitY. or neigh
bours who hope the problem 
will go away. 

The national group represent
ing the Canadian parents says 
its provincial and tocal 
associations will receive a 
pamphlet that is intended to 
focus attention upon a problem 
which was not even seriously 
researched in Canada until the 
1960's. 

Ms. Kirsti Jarvis, Publicity 
Chairman for the CHSPTF and 
a past president of the Ontario 
Federation of Home and School 
Associations, said the pam
phlet , produced both in English 
and French, is the result of 
more than one year of research 
by a Federation committee 
based in Prince Edward Island. 

The document, said Ms. 
Jarvis, is an attempt to increase 
understanding among parents 
and to emphasize the im
portance of early detection. The 

emphasis, she said, is upon 
prevention of abuse and neglect 
rather than punishment of 
those involved. 

"Our committee's research 
dispels many myths," said Ms. 
Jarvis. ''.For example, child 
abuse and neglect happens all 
through the population and in 
all types of families. It is not 
more apt to happen among 
rural, or urban or suburban 
families, or in any particular 
ethnic or religious group." 

Ironically, she said, both 
Canada and the U.S. created 
societies for the protection of 
animals before they created 
similar protection for their 
children. / 

"The Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation recognizes that 
more public awareness is 
needed for a problem that has 
only come to public attention in 
recent years . And we cannot 
think of a more fitting time to 
do that than 1979, which has 
been declared the International 
Year of the Child by the United 
Nations ." 

Copies of the booklet, "The 
Child Everybody's 
Responsibility," are available 
to the general public as well as 
"CHSPTF members, said Ms. 
Jarvis. They can be obtained 
from any provincial Home and 
School Federation or from the. 
CHSPTF head office at 240 
Eglinton Avenue East, Toronto, 
M4PlK8. 

RIGHTS FUND RECEIPTS 
In spite of representations made by members of 
Home and School, and in spite of intervention on 
Federation's behalf by several members of .parlia
ment, Revenue Canada has not yet clarified Federa
tion's status sufficiently to provide a tax receipt 
number. 
The Executive of QFHSA anticipates that this situa
tion will be resolved in the near future (recent per
sonal discussions in Ottawa suggest this to be a 
realistic view). At this time Federation will be in a 
position to issue receipts. 

'' 
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Quebec Home and School News 

Language in Canada -
Joan Mansfield 
Education Committee Chair
man, CHSPTF 

It's up, down and sideways! 
At the Annual Meeting in 

May 1978 the Education 
Committee of CH'SPTF was 
requested to 'institute a study 
of linguistic legislation and 
Education Acts of all proyinces 
with a summary to be made 
available for mid-term to 
provide comparative in
formation in these areas.' The 
motion stemmed from 
Resolution No. 6 submitted by 
QFHSA on the subject of 
Quebec's linguistic legislation 
as it affects educational op
portunities and choices of both 
resident and immigrant 
Quebeckers. 

BACKGROUND 

A recapitulation of events 
leading up to the present 
language regime(s) in Canada 
seems in order, together with 
an attempt to define the 
principles involved in the 
legislation. 

The Royal Commission on 
Bilingualism and Biculturalism 
was appointed in 1963 to look 
into the existing state of 
bilingualism and biculturalism 
and to recommend steps to be 
taken to ensure equal part
nership of French and English 
speakers in the Canadian 
Federation. It was a first 
response to growing discontent 
with the social, political and 
economic position of French 
speakers in Quebec and in the 
country as a whole. 

The RCBB recommended a 
new status for the official 
languages in Canada and a 
language planning effort whose 
goal would be the achievement 
of equal status for the French 
and English languages in 
Canada, so that from one end of 
the country to the other persons 
of either official language could 
educate their children, work 
and interact with the various 
levels of government in the 
official language of their 
choice. 

The language regime 
preferred by the RCBB leaned 
heavily towards the 'per
sonality principle,' and in
volved a higher degree of 
centralization of language 
decision-making than was 
previously the case, in the form 
of a simultaneous and coor
dinated effort of the various 
levels of government. 

LANGUAGE REGIME 

.A language regime based, on 
the personality principle is one 
in which language rights per
tain to individuals, so that 
language use in areas or in
stitutions depends on the 
language of the individuals 
living in the area or using the 
institution. The personality 
principle is the basis of the 
language regime in South 
Africa, and that of Brussels in 
Belgium. It seems most ap
propriate in situations where 
the members of the various 
language groups are 
geographically dispersed, 
where there is considerable 
intermingling of the language 
groups, where rates of 
bilingualism or 
multilingualism are high, and 
where geographic mobility is 
high. 

In contrast, a ' language 
regime is based on the 
'territorial principle' when 
regula~ions governing the use 

of language by individuals 
and/or institutions are based 
on geographical location, and 
language rights are enjoyed by 
territorially defined units 
rather than by individuals. This 
principle is in effect in Belgium 
(outside the Brussels area) and 
predominates in Switzerland. 
Such a regime seems more 
suitable in situations where 
members of the various 
language groups are 
geographically concentrated, 
where intermingling of the 
members of the various 
language groups is low, where 
rates of bilingualism or 
multilingualism are low, and 
where geographic mobility is 
low(Lamy). 

The personality principle, or 
freedom of choice by the in
dividual, favours the language 
of the demographically larger 
and socio-economically 
stronger language groups. The 
territorial principle, strictly 
applied, smacks of 'compulsory 
unilingualism.' (McRae). 

Language regimes vary 
considerably in the extent to 
which decision-making is 
decentralized. While both South 
Africa and Canada have 
language regimes based on the 
personality principle, decision 
making in language matters is 
centralized in South Africa and 
decentralized in Canada, where 
decisions concerning govern
ment services can be made at 
the federal, provincial or 
municipal level, making it 
possible theoretically for a mix 
of language regimes to exist at 
every level of government. 

Moreover, the range of sectors 
regulated by a specific language 
regime can vary considerably 
from one country to another 
and also from one level of 
language decision-making to 
another. 

CANADIAN LANGUAGE 
REGIMES 

At the federal level, a genuine 
and thorough attempt has been 
made to bilingualize the federal 
administration, on the per
sonality principle. The attempt 
has been modestly successful. 
The Official Languages Act 
made it mandatory for every 
federal judicial and ad
ministrative agency to com
municate with the public in 
both official languages in the 
National Capital Area and 
everywhere else 'where there is 
a significant demand therefor.' 
A Commissioner of Official 
.Languages reporting directly to 
Parliament was appointed to 
see to it that the provisions of 
the Act were respected. 

However, the federal govern
ment's attempts to press 
provincial governments 
towards the adoption of 
language regimes based on the 
personality principle have met 
with no success outside New 
Brunswick. On the contrary, 
deeply felt feelings of 
territoriality seem to have been 
violated by federal programs 
measures such as the promotion 
of individual bilingualism, the 
extension of state radio and 
television broadcasting · ser
vices in French, and the 
obligatory bilingual labelling 
of consumer products. 

At the provincial level, New 
Brunswick has a language 
regime based on the personality 
principle designed to achieve 

the equal status of English and 
French. The present language 
regime in Quebec is essentially 
territorial, though with leeway 
for the use of "a language other 
than French" based on the 
personality principle; the goal; 
however, is to assure the 
predominance of French. In 
Ontario the language is based 
on the territorial principle 
though minority status is ac
corded to French through a 
combination of legal and ad
ministrative measures; efforts 
to change the regime to one 
based on the personality 
principle and which seek to 
place English and French on an 
equal footing are resisted by 
the present government. 

Elsewhere in Canada, 
provincial language regimes 
are territorial with varying 
degrees of formal or informal 
provisions for the minority 
status of French. At the 
municipal level, one finds a 
variety of language regimes, 
either a) geared to placing 
English and French on the same 
footing, or b) while giving 
predominance to one official 
language, providing for the 
minority status of the other, or 
c) essentially unilingual. 

LANGUAGE AND 
EDUCATION 

The legislative provisions 
regarding minority language 
education very from one 
province to anotQer. 

New Brunswick guarantees 
to its· French and English 
citizens instruction in their own 
language. Its laws provide that 
the chief language of in
struction in every school shall 
be the mother tongue (English 
or French) of the majority of the 
students, that the other 
children shall be given in
struction in their own language, 
either in that school or ir. 
another school, conveyance or 
boarding costs being covered, 
and that all children will 
receive instruction in the 
second language. 

In Quebec, the Education Act 
requires a school board to 
provide for every eligible 
member of the English
speaking minority, eligibility 
being defined by the terms of 
Quebec's Charter· of the French 
Language. A school board may 
provide this inst-ruction, either 
by organizing English-language 
classes or by making an 
agreement with another school 
board. · 

In Ontario and Manitoba, if 
the parents so require, and a 
specified number of students at 
the elementary or secondary 
level can be assembled, the 
school board has a legal 
obligation to provide in
struction in French. 
· In Saskatchewan, the law 
permits a school board to 
provide French-language in
struction, the terms and con
ditions being confirmed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council. 

Alberta's laws permit the use 
of French as a language of in
struction, but the decision to 
provide French-language in
struction rests with the school 
board. 

In Nova Scotia, Prince 
Edward Island, Newfoundland 
and Labrador and British 
Columbia, there is no reference 
in the law to the language of 
instruction. 

ACCESSIBILITY 

The possibility for minority 
language students to receive 
instruction in their own 
language depends in part on the 
laws of the province in which 
they live. But it also depends on 
the existence of minority 
language programs in schools 
that are physically accessible. 

In Quebec, the Charter of the 
French Language restricts 
access to English schools to 
children in the · following 
categories: 
[1] at the request of their father 
and mother 
(a) a child whose father or 
mother received his or her 
elementary instruction in 
English in Quebec 
(b) a child whose father or 
mother, domiciled in Quebec on 
the date of the coming into force 
of this act, received his or her 
elementary instruction in 
English outside Quebec 
(c) a child, who in his last year 
of school in Quebec before the 
coming into force of this act was 
lawfully - i.e. according to 
previous legislation (Bill 22) -
receiving his instruction in 
English, in a public kin
dergarten class or in an 
elementary or secondary school 
(d) the younger brothers and 
sisters of a child described in 
paragraph (c) 
[II] English-speaking children 
coming from a province which 
has concluded a reciprocity 
agreement with Quebec. 
[III] The following categories of 
persons staying in Quebec 
temporarily or their children; 
[a] the children of persons 
coming to Quebec to study or to 
carry on research activities or 
assigned to Que bee by their 
employer or taking up a post 
for a period of not more than 
three years, provided that one 
of the parents has received his 
primary or secondary education 
in English or that one of their 
children has already begun or 
completed his studies in 
English 
[b) the children of persons of
ficially assigned to Quebec as 
representatives or officers of an 
international agency or a 
foreign country 
[c] children of members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces 
assigned temporarily to 
Quebec. 

The admission of children 
having serious learning 
disabilities [three grade levels 
behind] is not restricted. 

Practically all English 
students who are eligible under 
the Charter of the French 
Language attend English 
schools which offer full 
elementary or secondary 
programs within school-bus 
range of their homes. In cases 
where a student must board 
away - from home in order to 
receive instruction in English, 
transportation and boarding 
costs are subsidized. 

Ontario's Education Act 
nofIJlally limits admission to 
French-language programs to 
pupils whose first language is 
French. Exceptions to this rule 
are possible on the recom
mendation of an admissions 
committee. Most of Ontario's 
French-speaking students are 
able to attend a French school 
or a mixed school within school 
bus range of their'home. At the 
elementary level, all 0 subjects, 
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except English, are taught in 
French. At the secondary level, 
the number of courses taught in 
French may vary from one 
instructional unit to another 
and a student may take some or 
all of his courses in French. 

In none of the other provinces 
are there any legal restrictions 
based on language affecting 
admission to a minority 
language school or class where 
one exists. However, the 
practical possibility of 
receiving instruction in French 
while living at home depends 
largely on whether or not a 
sufficient number of French
speaking students can be 
assembled in one locality. 

In British Columbia a 
provincial curriculum with 
French as the language of in
struction is being offered from 
September 1979 wherever 
numbers warrant. 

In Alberta all courses 1-12 
may be offered in the French 
language (except English). The 
amount of time in which the 
French language is used for 
instructional purposes varies 
from one jurisdiction to 
another, and often from one 
school to another, according to 
the decision of the school board. 

In Saskatchewan, regulations 
determine the amount of time 
devoted to French instruction, 
under a policy of promotion and 
support of language op
portunities in English, French 
and other minority languages. 

Manitoba law gives equal 
status of French and English as 
languages of instruction and 
French-language instruction is 
open to any student regardless 
of his mother tongue. At the 
elementary level the great 
majority of the students receive 
over 50% of their instruction in 
French in French-language 
programs, at the secondary 
level, the majority receive less 
than 50% in French. 

In principle, in New Bruns
wick, French language in
struction is open to any student 
regardless of his mother 
tongue, and with the exception 
of English, all instruction is 
given in French. 

A program of studies for 
Acadian schools gives implicit 
permission to offer French
language instruction in Nova 
Scotia. Where it is available, 
French language instruction is 
open to any student regardless 
of his mother tongue. The 
government has announced its 
intention to establish a French 
elementary school in Halifax 
for the school year '78- '79. 

In Prince Edward Island, one 
school board operates an 
elementary and a secondary 
school in Egmont where most of 
the province's Francophones 
are found. These schools are 
open to any student regardless 
of his mother tongue. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
makes no reference in its 
legislation to the language of 
instruction. One elementary 
school and one secondary schoo,l 
in Labrador City offer French 
language instruction. 

Sources: 
LAMY, Paul: "Personality" vs. 
"Territoriality" in Language 
Status Planning The 
Canadian Case: Paper 
presented to the 5th Inter
national Congress of Applied 
Linguistics, Montreal, August 
1978. 
C.M.E.C.: The State of Minority 
Language Education in the Ten 
Provinces of Canada, January, 
1978. 

The above report was ac
cepted by the mid-term meeting 
of CHSPTF and it was 
requested that it be circulated 
as an Education communique 
because the information 
assembled in it mav be of use as 
reference material. 
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21 MEMOS 
FROM YOUR CHILD 

1. Don't spoil me. I know quite well that I ought not 
to have all I ask for. I'm only testing you. 

2. Don't be afraid to be firm with me. I prefer it; it 
makes me feel more secure. 

3. Don't let me form bad habits. I have to rely on 
you to detect them in the early stages. 

4. Don't make me feel smaller than I am. It only 
makes me behave stupidly "big". 

5. Don't correct me in front of others if you can 
help it. I'll take much more notice if you talk 
quietly with me in private. 

6. Don't make me feel that my mistakes are sins. It 
upsets my sense of values. 

7. Don't protect me from consequences. I need to 
learn the painful way sometimes. 

8. Don't be too upset when I say "I hate you". It 
isn't you I hate but your power to thwart me. 

9. Don't take too much notice of my small ailments. 
Sometimes they get me the attention I need. 

10. Don't nag. If you do, I shall have to protect 
I myself by appearing deaf. 

11. Don't make rash promises. Remember that I feel 
badly let down when promises are broken. 

12. Don't forget that I cannot explain myself as well 
as I should like. That is why I'm not always very 
accurate. 

13. Don't tax my honesty too much. I am easily 
frightened into telling lies. 

14. Don't be inconsistent. That completely confuses 
me and makes me lose faith in you. 

15. Don't put me off when I ask questions. If you do, 
you will find that I stop asking and seek my infor-
mation elsewhere. 

16. Don't tell me my fears are silly. They are terribly 
real and you can do much to reassure me if you 
try to understand. 

17. Don't ever suggest that you are perfect or infalli-
ble. It gives me too great a shock when I discover 
that you are neither. 

18. Don't ever think that it is beneath your dignity to 
apologize to me. An honest apology makes me 
feel surprisingly warm to you. 

19. Don't forget how quickly I am growing up. It 
must be very difficult for you to keep pace with 
me, but please try. 

20. Don't forget that I love experimenting. I couldn't 
get on without it, so please put up with it. 

21. Don't forget that I can't thrive without lots of 
understanding love, but I don't need to tell you, 
do I? 

FREEDOM OF CHOICE ... 
HOW MUCH 

IS IT WORTH? 
I want to help fight Bill 101. Please accept my contribu-
tion of $ ___ _ 

Name 

Address ___________ Postal Code ____ _ 

City _________ Tel.: ________ _ 

Please make cheques payable to: QFHSA Rights Fund 
and mail to: 4795 St. Catherine Street West 

Montreal H3Z 1S8 
Official receipts will be issued for contributions of $10.00 and more. 

' 

~······························· 
CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT'S 
HAPPENING! THEN JOIN H &S 

AN.D DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! 

I 
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Quebec Home and School News 

by John P. Labute 
Mount Royal High School 

Parents' Committee 
Department of Mathematics, 

McGill University 

Introduction · 
In 1974 a new procedure for 

obtaining tbe final marks for 
secondary school courses hav
ing a common provincial exam 
was instituted by the Quebec 
Ministry of Education (*). The 
purpose Qf this report is to ex
plain this procedure and to 
point out certain grave defects 
inherent in it. It is our hope that 
the ministry will realize the 
need for changing their method 
of determining the final grades 
for these courses. 

In the ministry's calculation 
of the final marks the raw pro
vincial exam scores · are first 
subjected to a "conversion" 
procedure. This is basically a 
rescaling of the marks and is 
done to ensure that the results 
are as uniform as possible from 
one year to another. These con
verted exam scores are then 
used to "moderate" the school 
marks in an attempt to stan
dardize them so that they more 
accurately reflect a student's 
ability in comparison with the 
other students who wrote the 
exam. The final mark is then 
just the average of the con
verted exam mark and the 
moderated school mark. 

The conversion procedure 
The conversion of the raw 

provincial exam scores for a 
given exam is accomplished by 
first choosing a mark P which is 
to be converted to a passing 
grade of 50. The remaining 
marks are then distributed pro
portionately over various 
ranges determined by the 
Ministry of Education. 

Raw 
Exam Scores: 

0 41 62 76 100 

I \ \ \ I 
0 50 67 78 100 

Converted 
Exam Scores: 

The above diagram illustrates 
what would typically happen; 
exam scores between 0 and 41 
would be converted proportion
ately into marks between 0 and 
50, exam scores between 41 and 
62 would be converted propor
tionately in.to marks between 
50 and 67 and so on for the other 
intervals 62-76 and 76-100. If 
60% of the individuals who 
wrote the exam failed (received 
a grade less than 50) while 30% 
received a grade less than 41, 
then the choice of P = 41 would 
convert the failure rate to 30%. 

The main use of the conver
sion procedure is to ensure that 
the exam results are uniform 
from year to year. While this is 
desirable it is not always justi
fiable and any sy!ttem that does 
not take into account the degree 
of difficulty of the exam is 
bound to unrealistically change 
the marks. 

The moderation procedure 
Each student writing the pro

vincial exam for a given course 
is registered as part of a specific 
group of students taking the 
course. Usually this is the indi-

(*) Traitement de Donnees Rela
tives aux Examens Uniformes 
de Fin d'Etudes Secondaires, 
SEMEV, D.G.E.E.S., avril 
1974.) 

vidual's class, but a given class 
could be divided into several 
smaller groups. If N denotes a 
given individual's school mark 
for the course, his moderated 
school mark Nm depends on 
1) the average M and standard 
deviation .,. of the school marks 
obtained by his group, and 
2) the average M and standard 
deviation o- of the converted 
provincial exam marks obtain
ed by his group. If Ni is the 
school mark of the i-th in
dividual in the given group and 
if n is the number of individuals 
in the group, then 

1/ere~ why 
your grades 
don't seem 
to make 
sense' 

M = (N1 + N2 + ... + Nn)/n 

ff=.J«N1 - M)2 + (N2 - M)2 + ... + (Nn - M)2)/(n - 1) 

with similar formulae for M*, 
o". The standard deviation is a 
measure of how the marks are 
distributed around the mean; a 
low value indicates that the 
marks cluster around the mean 
while a large value indicates 
that the marks are more spread 
out. 

The moderated school mark 
Nmi of the i-th individual in the 
given group is given by the for
mula 

Nmi = M* + (Ni - M) II~. 

except in certain cases which do 
not occur very often (for exam
ple, when • = 0 or when the for
mula gives a result greater than 
100 or less than 0). We shall not 
describe what happens in these 
exceptional cases as it will un
necessarily complicate the dis
cussion. In the examples that 
we shall treat these exceptional 
cases will not arise. If Ni = M + 
xi-; then Nmi = M* + Xi_,. so 
that if the school mark is 1.5"' 
above M, the moderated school 
mark will be 1.5.r• above M•. 
The moderation formula thus 

Example 1. Let us start with a 
group of two individuals. 

scales the school marks of the 
given group so that the mean 
and standard deviation of the 
group's moderated school 
marks coincide with the mean 
and standard deviation of the 
group's converted provincial 
exam marks. 

This is how the ministry 
moderates the school marks. 
However, as we shall see, a 
given individual's moderated 
school mark depends greatly on 
the particular group in which 
he is placed even though the 
students in the groups involved 
belong to the same class. More
over, the moderated school 
mark can be greatly distorted 
by the performances of relative
ly few individuals in the group. 
These defects, which are quite 
serious and disturbing, will be 
illustrated by means of exam
ples. We should add here that 
the moderation formula is con
sidered equally valid for groups 
of two individuals as for groups 
of thirty. For a group of one the 
moderated school mark is just 
the school mark. 

Converted Moderated 
School Exam School Final 
Mark Mark Mark Mark 

i Ni Ni Nmi Fi 
1 68 30 66 48 
2 66 66 30 48 

M = 67, cS'= 1.41 
M* = 53, ~ = 18.38 

The moderated school mark 
for the second individual is 30 
even though both his school 
mark and converted exam mark 
are 66. His final mark is 48. He 
is being unjustly penalized for 
the poor performance of the 
other individual. However, we 
should add here that, after 
numerous complaints, the 
Ministry has changed its pro-

Example 2. Let us take a slight
ly larger group in this example. 

cedure to the extent that a per
son having both a passing 
school mark and converted ex
am mark will no ·longer fail. 
But what about those indivi
duals whose final mark is much 
higher than both school mark 
and converted provincial exam 
mark?-or much lower but still 
passing? 

Converted Moderated 
School Exam School Final 
Mark Mark Mark Mark 

i Ni Ni Nmi Fi 
l 66 66 84 75 

2 65 11 63 37 
3 64 66 41 54 
4 63 66 20 43 

M = 64.5, '= 1.29 
M* = 52.25, d' = 27.50 

While the first, third and 
fourth students clearly appear 
to be equal- in ability both in 
terms of their school mark and 
exam mark, their final marks 
show a spread of 32 points re
sulting from the moderation 
procedure being applied to the 
school marks. Because of the 
poor performance of the second 
person, an initial spread of 3 
points in the school marks was 

e· , t l 1 , 1 , 1 1 ,=, , 

distorted to a spread of 64 
points in the moderated marks. 
Clearly the final marks result
ing from this procedure are 
meaningless and have no value 
in determining the capability of 
the students. Common sense 
dictates that the second indivi
dual's poor mark is an isolated 
occurrence and hence should 
not reflect on the others in the 
group. 



The determination of 
final grades for 
secondary school courses 
having a common 

._ 

provincial exam 
Example 3. Let us suppose that 
the first individual in example 
2 had written in another group 
having the same teacher so that 
bis school mark would be the 

same. The given individual's 
marks are now fourth on the 
following list of marks for the 
new group. 

Converted Moderated 
School Exam School Final 
Mark Mark Mark Mark 

i Ni Ni Nmi Fi 
l 69 69 , 88 79 
2 68 14 66 40 
3 67 72 45 59 
4 66 66 23 45 

M = 67.5, c:t= 1.29 
M• = 55.25, ~ = 27.61 

Notice that he would now 
receive a moderated school 
mark of 23 and final mark of 45 
whereas in the other group be 
obtained a moderated school 
mark of 84 and a final grade of 
75. This is a difference of 30 
points in the final grade, and it 
puts in doubt one of the main 
objectives of the moderation 

Example 4. Just to show that 
the above distortions can hap
pen in larger groups consider 

procedure-that of rendering 
comparable the school marks 
from different groups. Whether 
a student gets a good grade or a 
poor one should not depend on 
how his class is divided into 
groups. This is clearly unfair 
and could lead to dubious prac
tices. 

the following group of 22 in
dividuals. 

Converted Moderated 
School Exam School Final 
Mark Mark Mark Mark 

i Ni Ni Nmi Fi 
l 70 73 99 86 
2 69 70 92 Bl 
3 68 68 85 77 
4 67 70 78 74 
5 67 • 69 78 74 
6 66 69 71 70 
7 66 85 71 78 
8 66 68 71 70 
9 66 68 71 70 
10 65 96 64 80 
11 65 60 64 62 
12 65 70 64 67 
13 65 62 64 63 
14 64 13 57 35 
15 64 64 57 61 
16 64 66 57 62 
17 64 24 57 41 
18 63 68 50 59 
19 63 60 50 55 
20 62 65 43 54 
21 61 66 37 52 
22 60 60 29 45 

M = 65, cs'= 2.43 
M• = 64.27,a'"• = 16.94 

Notice that the average school dual's ability except in 4 cases. 
mark and average converted ex- Nevertheless, the last student, 
am mark are about the same, who got 60 for both school and 
that 18 individuals got approxi- exam marks, received a moder-
mately the same school mark ated school mark of 29 and the 
and converted exam mark, that first student, who got a school 
2 individuals had a much lower mark of 70 and exam mark of 
exam mark, and that 2 indivi- 73, received a moderated school 
duals received a much higher mark of 99. Again this distor-
exam mark. Thus the school tion was produced by the excep-
marks would seem to be fairly tional performances of relative-
representative of an indivi- ly few individuals. 

• • ~ ~ ', ' • • , I ~. •• •• • , l I -:., I I 
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Now suppose that the above 
group had been divided into 3 
groups, the first five students in 
group I, the next twelve in 

Group I 

group II, and the last five in 
group III. The marks for the 
three groups would then be as 
follows: 

Converted Moderated 
School 
Mark 

Ni 
1 70 
2 69 
3 68 
4 67 
5 67 

Exam School 
Mark Mark 

Ni Nmi 
73 73 
70 
68 
70 
69 

71 
70 
68 
68 

Final 
Mark 

Fi 
73 
71 
69 
69 
69 

M = 68.20 o-·= 1.30 
M• = 70 ~ = 1.87 

In this group the moderation first individual now receives a 
procedure works well due to the final grade of 73 whereas in the 
high degree of correlation be- initial group he received a final 
tween the school marks and the grade of 86. 
converted exam marks. The 

Group II 

Converted Moderated 

i 
l 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
ll 
12 

School 
Mark 

Ni 
66 
66 
66 
66 
65 
65 
65 
65 
64 
64 
64 
64 

Exam School 
Mark Mark 

Ni Nmi 
69 89 
85 89 
68 89 
68 
96 
60 
70 
62 
13 
64 
66 
24 

89 
62 
62 
62 
62 
35 
35 
3S 
35 

Final 
Mark 

Fi 
79 
87 
79 
79 
79 
61 
66 
62 
24 
50 
51 
30 

M = 65 IS'= .85 
M• = 62.08 ,I = 22.84 

The first individual now re
ceives a final grade of 79 where-

Group III 

as in the initial group his final 
grade was 70. 

Converted Moderated 
School 
Mark 

Ni 
l 63 
2 63 
3 62 
4 61 
5 60 

Exam School 
Mark Mark 

Ni Nmi 
68 68 
60 
65 
66 
60 

68 
65 
62 
60 

Final 
Mark 

Fi 
68 
64 
65 
64 
60 

M = 61.67 
M• = 64.17 

If"= 1.21 
.- = 3.37 

The last individual now re
ceives a final grade of 60 where-

Conclusions and 
recommendations 

The purpose of marks is to in
dicate a student's ability, both 
in an absolute sense and in rela
tion to his peers. In an attempt 
to standardize the school marks 
the ministry has repdered them 
meaningless through the 
moderation procedure. The pre
vious examples show that in 
many instances the moderated 
school marks, and hence the 
final marks, have no bearing on 
a student's standing in compari
son with other students nor on 
his absolute ability. 

The moderation procedure 
only seems to work well when 
there is a high degree of correla
tion between the school marks 

as in the initial group his final 
grade was 45. 

and the provincial exam marks. 
Unexpected results in a small 
percentage of students can 
greatly distort the marks of the 
others. Moreover, if a given 
class is broken up into several 
groups, a given student's mark 
can vary greatly depending on 
the ·group in which he or she is 
placed. 

For these reasons we strongly 
recommend that the modera
tion procedure be discontinued 
and that the school mark be 
taken at its face value. More
over, in reporting the final 
grade, the ministry should also 
report the school mark and 
final exam mark. 

,I • , . • I 
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Economic 
Education 

In a world dominated by 
economic crises, the job of an 
organization dedicated to en
couraging economic education 
for school children is urgently 
needed and faces a tremendous 
challenge, said J. Harvey 
Perry, president of the 
Canadian Foundation for 
Economic Education. 

In the Foundation's fourth 
annual report, Mr. Perry stated 
that the chief purpose of 
education is to provide a 
greater appreciation of life's 
possibilities and limitations 
and because economics is a vital 
part of everyone's life, the 
importance of teaching future 
citizens about it takes on new 
meaning. 

"Most of us spend a large part 
of our lives as willing - or 
unwilling - participants in the 
economy. We do so as workers, 
as receivers of income - as 
spenders and savers and as 
citizens and voters required to 
pass judgement on economic 
issues. Many of us - probably 
most of us - do this with some 
general impression of where 
economic issues impinge on our 
lives, but have no real idea of 
what they represent in cause 
and effect terms. 

"To understand is to have 
some idea of cause.and effect," 
he added, and "when a Gallup 
Poll reveals that over three
quarters of those surveyed did 
not even know what fiscal and 
monetary policy were, the 
magnitude of the need for 
understanding is starkly 
evident." 

Mr. Perry declared that the 
relevance of teaching economics 
to children still in school is 
obvious since we all learn most 
of what is crucial to our career 
while we are being formally 
educated. "If we do not learn 
fundamentals then we are not 
likely to learn them later on." 

Mr. Perry said Canada and 
possibly the world at large are 
passing an economic watershed, 
and cited the history of the last 
forty years which made this 
almost inevitable. "From the 
dismal deprivation of a decade 
of depression during the thir
ties and a half decade of war 
during the forties, we emerged 
into a climate in which 
economic conditions were 
almost ideal: long pent-up 
consumer demand, a need for 
large annual investment ex
penditures, government 
policies that encouraged both, 
and a bounding population. All 
these conditions led to a period 
of affluence in Canada and most 
of the rest of the industrialized 
world unprecedented in 
history. 

Spending up 7% 
Total education expenditures 

in Canada will probably rise 
about 7% this year to $18.3 
billion, according to estimates 
by Statistics Canada. 

Nationally, the average per 
capita expenditure on 
education is estimated at $733, 
while in British Columbia the 
figure is $652. Other provincial 
expenditures are as follows: 
Quebec $794; Alberta, $793; 
Ontario, $735; Manitoba, $657; 
British Columbia, $652; Prince 
Edward Island, $640; Saskat
chewan, $649; Nova Scotia, 
$632; New Brunswick, $617; and 
Newfoundland, $613. 

In 1977, spending on 
education amounted to 8.2% of 
the gross national product. 
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Program aims to keep all parents, b 

8:30-9:00 a.m. 
9:00-12:30 p.r,, 

12:30-2:00 p.rr 
2:00-3:30 p.m 

FRIDAY, MAY 4th 

Registration 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Lunch informally in the campus cafeteria 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (CONT.) 

It must be understood that if the annual business meet
ing is not completed at this time it will have to be contin
ued on Friday evening at 9:45 p.m. 

6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. 

8:15 to 
9:45 p.m. 

DINNER 
SPEAKER 

!CONCURRENT 
WORKSHOPS 

Judge Doris Ogilvie, Chairman, Canadian Commission 
on the International Year of the Chjld, and a deputy 
judge of the provincial court and of the juvenile court in 
New Brunswick. 

1. HIGH SCHOOL TO CEGEP 

4:00-5:30 p.m CONCURRENT 
WORKSHOPS 1. SCHOOL CLOSURES 

A discussion of the transition from high school to 
CEGEP. Do the students have enough self-discipline? Is 
the CEGEP curriculu, meeting the needs of the goals 
the students have set? Why can't first year students ob
tain the courses they require to follow their career goal? 
Is this the cause for drop-outs and frustrated students? 
Are CEGEPs really free? These and other topics will be 
explored. 

Chairman 

Chairman 

Chairman 

During the past two years many of the schools in 
Quebec have suddenly been confronted with the option 
of closure. We have put together a workshop which will 
consist of panelists from schools that have been in
volved in school closure, have worked hard and diligent
ly, but have had their schools closed. We will also have 
panelists who have worked just as hard but were suc
cessful in keeping their schools open and the general 
discussion will center around what they feel contributed 
to their cause. 
Dorval High School has been in the headlines of Mont
real newspapers and the very active parents' group 
there offered the school board alternatives which were 
accepted, -such as having the parents paint the class
rooms to alleviate the financial burden. Briarwood 
School set up a positive action committee consisting of 
parents, teachers, Home and Schoolers, and even peo
pfe without children at the school but whose homes bor
dered on school property, and conducted surveys 
throughout the surrounding community. Their brief is a 
very extensive one that they presented to the Lake
shore School Board and it enlisted the aid of profession
als in the field of surveys, demography, future trends 
and many other aspects. The parents at Logan and also 
Rosedale schools also put in a great deal of time and ef
fort but were informed by the PSBGM that their schools 
would be closed. In the case of Rosedale it was closed in 
1977 and a representative from that school will tell us 
what has happened to the community since that time. 
We will also have a teacher who has done a great deal of 
work on the value of small schools. As school popula
tions decline, every school in the province will be faced 
with the problems that these four schools faced. 
Copies of the briefs presented by these schools to their 

_ respective school boards will also be on hand for you to 
look at so that when your time comes, you will have 
some ideas to fight your school closure. 
George Keightley (Dorval High H&S). 

2. LEARNING DISABILITIES 
A panel of parents from the Quebec Association of Chil
dren with Learning Disabilities will discuss daily living 
and coping with the learning disabled child, including 
the problems of finding help for their child. 
Paula Taylor (Allancroft H&S). 

3. CHILDREN AT RISK - emotionally and physically as 
a result of mistreatment 
Social workers can do very little to help prevent the mis
treatment of children without the co-operation of com
munity groups. This workshop will have speakers from 
Ville Marie Social Services who are very knowledgeable 
in the area of child protection and th~ new Child Pro
tection Act and will discuss the role of community 
groups, especially the ones that are in the schools. The 
Home and School Association is in the forefront of com
munity groups and can contribute with social workers to 
assist children that have been emotionally or physically 
mistreated. What are the obligations of parents? Mrs. 
Joy Smith, a professional social worker who is probably 
the leader in interpreting the new Child Protection Act 
will discuss this in great detail and will be comple
mented by Mr. David Ayton from the Youth Protection 
Department of Ville Marie Social Services who will tell 
us what actions we should take and who we should con
tact should we come across instances of child abuse. A 
full and comprehensive discussion will also take place 
on how to recognize problems within our community. 
We must remember that children are people and have 
rights and privileges to be protected and occasionally 
from their own parents. It is often too easy to look away 
when we witness child abuse. 
Clara Mardas (Glencoe H&S). 

4. T.V. USE AND MISUSE 
Exploring the use of T.V. as an educational aid. Should 
we encourage our children to watch selected programs 
for extra-curricular learning? Does too much T.V. cause 
"dullness" and saturate our children so that additional 
educational T.V. or classroom T.V. doesn't sink in? A [ 

Chairman 

Chairman 

Panelists 

Chairman 
Panelists 

Chairman 
Panelists 

Joan Kepron (Lindsay Place H&S). 

2. ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
A panel discussion between the parents coping as a 
single family and children living in this situation. The 
discussion to last about half an hour and then it will be 
open for questions and comments from the other work
shop participants. 

Allan Raymond, publicity and public relations for the 
One Parent Family Association. 
Sheila Kaye, social worker, Ville Marie Social Services 
Center, who finds foster homes for children. 
Jerry Kazenel, chairman, "My Brother's Keeper". 
Ginny Thomas, treasurer, One Parent Family Associa
tion, Montreal West chapter and district council repre
sentative for the Montreal West chapter. 

3. FEEDING HEAL THY CHILDREN 
There are 60,000 chemicals in common usage through
out our world and1:his number is increasing daily. Many 
wonder if the chemicals that are- being developed for 
use in foods are harmful and whether there is sufficient 
testing being done by government and private industry 
to ensure that they are necessary. The panel will consist 
of a member of the federal government Health and Wel
fare branch who will present a position of what the 
federal government is doing in this regard and will be 
joined by a member of private industry discussing what 
private industry is doing in this area and how they are 
protecting our food. The third member of our panel will 
be a teacher of chemistry that has done considerable 
research into the use of chemicals and food additives 
and who feels that we are going overboard in this area 
with possibly deleterious effects. We sometimes wonder 
if the people that are in charge of our foodstuffs and the 
various additives that go into them are concerned about 
after-effects or the real need for adding chemicals to 
food. When one reads the label on a loaf of bread, the 
recipe sometimes reads like a chemistry book and is 
quite scary, but don't be alarmed. In actual fact many of 
these are naturally occurring chemicals and they have 
all been looked at very carefully by the government as 
well as by private industry. We hope that this discussion 
will open the eyes of our members so that they can have 
a greater understanding as to why chemicals are used 
in food. 

S. Neuwirth, area representative for N.D.G. 
M. St. Hilare, government of Canada, department of 
Health and Welfare. 

4. CULTS - CAN YOUR CHILD RESIST? 
Probably one of the most difficult things to do is define a 
cult. In the old days we called religious orders that were 
outside of the norm witchcraft, but nowadays with so 
many new religions springing up we feel that it is time 
we studied some of the offbeat religions and deter
mined how they affect our community and children. The 
panel members for this workshop will include an 
academic person who has studied this subject in depth 
and who will dispense with some of the. myths about 
cults, and two others with varied experiences of and 
contact with, cults. Each speakers will make a brief 
presentation, after which the meeting will be open for 
questions and discussion. 

Dr. Richard Lock, Roslyn H&S. 
Mike Kropveld, counsellor, Cult Information Center. 
Professor Bill Lawlor, chairman, Department of Catholic 
Studies, McGill University. 
Professor John Rossner, Department of Religion, Con
cordia University. 
Susan Palmer, teacher and researcher, Dawson Col
lege. 

panel discussion on the use of T.V. and the effects of I Completion of business meeting if necessary, followed 

I T.V. at home and in the schoolroom. 
9

:
45 

p.m. , by a social time for al.I delegates in ·the Faculty Club. 
Chairman I Heather Dowman (William Latter H&S). , . i , .. , , • 

t I : I • -· ............ ....,...,... ___ ,...._~ ~ ...... ~,.. ____ __, _ __,_
1
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sy, active and involved for 2 days 

8:30 to 
9:00 a.m. 

9:00 to CONCURRENT 
10:30 a.m. WORKSHOPS 

Chairman 

Panelists 

Chairman 
Panelists 

-

Chairman 
Panelists 

Chairman 

11:00 to CONCURRENT 
12:30 p.m. WORKSHOPS 

SATURDAY, MAY 5th 

Registration 

Chairman 
Panelists 

1. JOY OF READING 
This workshop will focus on reading enjoyment and 
learning for parents and children. Techniques and ideas 
will be shared by the panelists. Ron Kennedy will pre-
sent slides dealing with "Joys of Reading". In the area 
of non-readers, our small school must make extra effort 
in the introduction of books to the children. This is done 
for both present and future enjoyment of reading. 
Anne MacWhirter, area representative, Gaspe West, 
and reading specialist, secondary I. 
Frank Greene, director of McGill University reading 
center and a professor of education. Frank has enjoyed 
reading and sharing ideas about reading for many, 
many years. 
Ron Kennedy, head teacher of a 65-student school on 
the Gaspe coast. 

Chairman 
2. HOME & SCHOOL AND SCHOOL COMMITTEES- Panelists 
WORKING TOGETHER 
Inside and outside the system they work towards en-
riching the educational experience for children. How 
can we improve our effectiveness? How can Home & 
School and school committees best work as a team with 
the school towards common goals? A parent, fl principal 
and a qualified school commissioner who has re-
searched this subject will be the guest speakers. A doc-
toral thesis and a McGill survey on parent participation 
will provide the foundation for this workshop. 
Sally Aitken, Roslyn Elementary School 
Ernie Spiller, associate deputy minister of Protestant 
education 
John Jared, principal, John Rennie High School 
Dave Ramsay, chairman, Central Parents Committee, 
PSBGM Chairman 
3. GIFTED CHILDREN Panelist 
Gifted children have been relatively ignored in Quebec 
schools. These children are not only failing to realize 
their full potential but may also be seriously disadvan-
taged by this situation. This workshop will afford 
parents the opportunity to learn of programs working in 
public school systems in Montreal, other parts of 
Canada, England, the U.S.A. and other countries, and of 
ways that these could be implemented in our schools. 
Parents have a vital role to .play in any proposed 

Chairman changes that can provide better educational oppor-
tunities for these gifted children. 
Elizabeth O'Connell, past-president, QFHSA 
Bruce M. Shore, associate professor of education at 
McGill University. 
Harry Consadine, principal, High School of Montreal and 
member of the program planning and advisory commit-
tee on the·education of gifted children, PSBGM. 

4. THE NON-ELITE ATHLETE 
How can we get our children interested in athletics if 
they are not so inclined? What action can we take as our 
school population declines and we lose athletic direc-
tors? The PSBGM has started an in-class program that 
can be run by teachers, parents or classroom mothers. 
An interesting new slant to introduce children to ath-
letics. Chairman 
Jean Aguayo (Roslyn H&S). Panelists 

1. LOVE THE CHILDREN-PASS IT ON 1:00 p.m. Lunch 
How can a child learn to love and .respect others if he Speaker 
has never been loved himself? What is love? Is it a 
physical expression?-a spoken word? The expres-
sions, both physical and verbal, of violence are an ever-
increasing source of concern for schools. Is it a lack of 3:30 p.m. 
understanding in the home? Marilyn Rossner, a re- (approx.) 
nowned advocate of loving child~en, will dissertate, en-

lighten anJ stimulate all participants into a new attitude 
towards children in these days of stress and pressures 
of society. 
Aldis Lee, vice-president QFHSA. 
Marilyn Rossner, clairvoyant and affiliated with Mont
real Children's Hospital, McGill University, Faculty of 
Education, Vanier College. 

2. MULTILINGUAL CHILDREN AS ASSET TO THE 
COMMUNITY 
Many children in Canadian metropolitan areas are often 
bi- or multi-lingual for they belong to ethnic, native or 
new immigrant groups. The public school systems of 
Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal now have to adapt to 
the teaching of children of many ethnic origins, who 
are, in many schools, the majority. 
This workshop will consider the benefits accruing to the 
community, including the school, through the presence 
of these multilingual children. It will also not neglect to 
reflect on the problems their families may have as new 
arrivals in Canada and how these children can help with 
their integration. 
June Ellingsen, Westmount High H&S. 
Nancy Walkling, elementary school teacher, Edward VII 
School, Park Avenue area. 
Michel Laferriere, sociologist, teaching in Faculty of 
Education, McGill University. Directing a F.C.A.C. re
search project on minority group education. 
Professor Arpi Hamalian, chairman, Department of 
Education, Concordia University, Sir George Williams 
campus. 

3. CULTURAL STIMULATION AND LANGUAGE ARTS 
The process of creativity-its complexity and simplicity. 
A discussion on actual experiences with teenagers of 
the PSBGM and responses to their creativity of positive 
encouragement and criticism. We will discuss concrete 
actions all may take to improve creative techniques for 
children of all levels of achievement. 
Winifred Potter, commissioner, PSBGM. 
Carol Leckner, Editor of Rufanthology, in dialogue with 
others. 

4. PARENTING 
We only pass this way once so let's make sure we do 
parenting right the first time. Our teachers can educate 
our children but we must get involved in teaching our 
children how to live and how to enjoy life. Parenting can 
be fun for you too. So come and hear how you can im
prove your qualifications as a parent. 
Carol Bulow, Logan H&S. 

5. THE EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED CHILD 
How do these children cope in our public school sys
tem? How can community recreational programs chan
nel the energies of these very special children? 
Ed Cu kier will discuss the many positive approaches be
ing made in our schools-individualized programs, con
tracts, family counselling, etc. 
Wendy Campbell will present a videotape program on 
"Aqua Percept", a unique recreational education pro
gram designed to help children gain confidence and a 
better self-image. This program was initiated and devel
oped by Mrs. Campbell at the Pointe Claire pool and she 
is presently lecturing and helping to set up similar pro
grams across Canada. 
Marion Dai1le, Vivian Graham H&S. 
Ed Cukier, head of special education, LaSalle High 
School. 
Wendy Campbell, Aqua-perceptual program, Pointe 
Claire pool. 

Awards Presentation Luncheon. 
The luncheon speaker will be Rev. Breen, vice-rector, 
Academic Arts and Science, Concordia University, Sir 
George Williams campus. 

Informal meeting of local presidents, including immedi
ate past presidents and recently elected presidents, 
with QFHSA president. 

HERE'S HOW MANY VOTING DELEGATES EACH MEMBER ASSOCIATION HAS: 
Alexander Galt . Champlain Street School . 3 Hampstead ........... 4 
Algonquin . . .......... 3 Chelsea .............. 3 Herbert Purcell ........ 3 
Allancroft . ........... 4 Christmas Park ........ 4 Holland ............... 3 
Ayer's Cliff . . ... 3 Courtland Park ........ 4 Howick . . . .. 3 
Aylmer .· ............. 3 Dorset. .......... .. ... 3 Hudson Elem & High .... 3 
Asbestos-Danville-Shipton3 Dorval Gardens . . 3 Hull . . .... 3 
Baie Comeau .......... 3 Dorval High ........... 3 John Rennie High ...... 4 
Beacon Hill ........... 4 Dunrae Gardens ... . ... 4 Julius Richardson .. . ... 3 
Beaconsfield Elementary . 3 Eardley .............. 3 Keith ................ 3 
Beaconsfield High ...... 5 Edgewater ............ 3 Lachine High .......... 4 
Beechwood ........... 3 Edinburgh ............ 4 Lachine Rapids .... . ... 3 
Briarwood ............ 3 Elizabeth Ballantyne .... 3 Lakeside Heights ...... . 4 
Bronx Park ........... 3 Garden view .... •, .... , . -4 , LaSalle High .......... 3 
Carlyle ............. . 3 
Cedar Park . . . . . . . . . .. 3 

Glen~oe .. ....... . ...... 3 • .tennoxville 
Greendale ... . . • ....... 4 Lindsay Place ......... 3 

Logan 
• Magog-Princess Elizabeth 3 

MacDonald High ... 6 
Malcolm Campbell ...... 3 
'Maple Hill . . . . . . ... 3 
Mary Gardner . 3 
Meadowbrook . . . . . . . . . 4 
Montreal West . . . . 3 
Morison. .3 
Mountrose . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Mt. Royal High ......... 4 
New Carlisle .......... 3 
North mount High ...... 3 
Northview . . .......... 3 
Oakridge ............. 3 

Roslyn .. .. . 5 
Roxboro . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Russell . . . . . . . 3 
Seigniory . . .... 5 
Shigawake-Port Daniel .. 3 
Somerled. . . . 3 
South Hull. .3 
Spring Gardens ........ 3 
Stonecroft . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Summerlea ........... 3 
Sunnydale Park ........ 6 
Thetford Mines ........ 3 
Thorndale ............ 3 
Valcartier Village ... ' .... 3 
Valleyfield-Gault .... · ... 3 

Valois Park ...... 4 
Vivian Graham ....... . 3 
Wagar High . . . . . . . . 5 
Waterloo ......... . ... 3 
Westminster ...... . ... 5 · 
Westmount High .. 3 
Westpark .... . .!i 
Wm. Latter-de Salaberry . 3 
Willingdon ............ 3 
Willowdale .......... . 4 
Windei'tnere .... ... ... 4 
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Lecture delivered at QFHSA MRI Workshop 
by Dr. J. D. Jefferis 

Ideal motivation comes from seH-approval 
I can take as the text of my 

remarks a sentence from 
Professor Phenix, an American 
educational writer, who says: 

"The teaching of values is a 
fundamental obligation of 
educators." 

And now a Professor Ulich: 
"Education is the organized 

attempt of mankind to develop 
skills and criteria, knowledge 
and values, that will help us not 
only to discriminate between 
good and evil, freedom and 
bondage, but to decide actively 
for the positive and .to reject the 
negative." 

This discrimination between 
good and evil, this decision for 
the positive, are things which 
can be taught because they are 
learned behaviours; we are not 
born with them. They are 
sometimes described as 
character education, or 
education in morality. They are 
concerned with those areas of 
human living in which society 
demands some measure of 
conformity to moral standards, 
to action consistent with ap
proved standards of conduct. 

Professor Morrison, a very 
sound American educator, 
wrote: 

"In the evolution of civilized 
man, certain attributes of 
personality have developed 
without which there is no 
civilization, or else no moral 
personality in individuals who 
live under civilization. For 
example, concern for the well
being of others, a sense of fair 
play or elementary justice, . 
property rights, decent concern 
for the opposite sex, fidelity to 
promises, and the school shares 
the opportunity and the 
obligation to teach such stan
dards, to teach a positive 
morality which is something 
more [and a great deal more] 
than mere avoidance of im
moral behaviour." 

The Parent Report of the 
Royal Commission on 
Education in this province in 
the '60's states: 

"All public school systems 
are forced to concern them
selves with the problem of the 
moral education of youth." 

The Report went on to point 
out that this responsibility, of 
course, is shared with the 
family and the church, and the 
state in general, but it is a 
primary concern of the schools. 

Professor Piaget, a noted 
psychologist whose name will 
be familiar to many of you, 
wrote: 

"All morality consists in a 
system of rules, and the essence 
of all morality is to be sought 
for in the respect which the 
individual acquires for these 
rules. He must learn what rules 
are, he must form a habit of 
obeying the rules, and he must 
want to do so." 

Or, as Pestalozzi, the great 
Swiss educator at the end of the 
eighteenth century, wrote: 

"The whole of .our morality 
consists of our knowledge, our 
practice and our desire of the 
good." 

Our know ledge of the good 
comes to us from various 
sources. 
• First, I must certainly place 
religion with its revelation of 
God's will . So, explicit moral 
instruction is very much more 
difficult in a purely secular 
school system which is lacking 
in the traditional religious 
sanctions. This is one reason 
why I am so happy that we still 
have Protestant schools and 
Catholic schools in this 
province. 

• The second source is con
science, the sense of self
guidance according to a per
sonally developed and accepted 
system of values. 
• The third is example, 
example of specific instances of 
moral virtue. 
• And the fourth, the cultural 
pattern of society, with its 
traditional virtues, what the 
Romans called• 'mos majorum' 
- the way of our ancestors. A 
great deal of the difficulty of 
character education at the 
present time results from the 
fact that in our day the mores of 
our civilization are in a state of 
flux, with the developing of a 
sort of specialization of stan
dards, so that the people seem 
to think that moral rules differ 
according to circumstances. A 
man says ''business is 
business," and what he means 
by that is, "Don't expect me to 
be as honest in the office as I am 
at home." He is living by two 
different sets of standards. 

Now, in what Professor 
Morrison said was the phrase 
"In the evolution of civilized 
man." In that evolution of 
civilized man we can see four 
rising stages; four rising levels 
of control of conduct. 
• The first I shall call the 
prudential level, where we do 
right because of fear of physical 
consequences, with the 
motivation of natural punish
ment . We don't cross the street 
on a red light because a car is 
coming to knock us down. 
• The second level is the 
authoritarian level, where we 
do right because we are ordered 
to do so, where we are 
motivated by reward or punish
ment imposed by those more 
powerful than ourselves. 
• The third level is the social 
level, where we do right 
because of public opinion. We 
are motivated not by reward or 
punishment, but by the ap
proval or disapproval of our 
peers. Here we act on the 
principle of reciprocity. We do 
unto others what we should like 
them to do to us. 
• And the fourth level is what 
we call the ideal level, where 
we do right because we measure 
our own actions by ideal 
standards. Here we are 
motivated not by reward or 
punishment, not by approval or 
disapproval from others, but by 
self-approval. We can live with 
ourselves. 

Wild animals, we might say, 
are at the prudential level. 
They do right because of the 
fear of physical consequences. 

Domesticated animals are at 
the second, the authoritarian 
level. If any of you have ever 
owned a dog you know that 
dogs do what they are told to do 
because of the possibility of 
reward or punishment. 

Human beings in social 
groups have risen to the third 
level, generally, where they do 
right because of public opinion, 
the approval or disapproval of 
their fellows. 

Our aim should be to help 
children reach the fourth level, 
where self-control has 
developed by internalizing the 
lower levels, and the child, 
during his childhood, has to be 
brought up these stages, 
brought up the levels through 
which he develops into a moral 
being. His standards must rise, 
but not too abruptly. 
m Moral character does not 
grow like a vegetable - you 
don't put in a seed and a month 
later find a carrot. It takes on 
accretions, new learnings, as a 

result of experience, and moral 
character is built by meeting 
and solving moral problems. A 
child learns to play the violin 
only if he has a violin to play. I 
grew up in a home without a 
piano; otherwise, I might have 
been Oscar Peterson (though 
there are a couple of other 
differences, of course). But in 
the realm of morals, the child 
learns to make wise decisions 
only if he has decisions to 
make, and the method of 
education must be one which 
gives children suitable op
portunities for exercising 
responsible choice. 

Professor Niblet, an English 
educator, states: 

praise him and at the same time 
imply our confidence that he 
would make the right choice, 
and we must praise good 
behaviour and praise consistent 
effort, and when the behaviour 
is bad, rather than blame it we 
must try to discuss it, to show 
why and where it is bad. Good 
behaviour in school is 
established by the teacher 
deliberately creating situations 
which favour desirable 
responses. 

Professor Nesbitt, another 
English educator: 

"The work, the play and the 
government of the school 
should be so administered as to 
make the performance of right 

prevalent among grown-ups. 
They are living in an era of 

over-stimulation; an era of 
excitement and clamor for 
thrills . It is not that our young
sters don't have enough to do; 
the trouble is that they have too 
much to do, too many activities 
and too few chances of genuine 
relaxation. They live in an age 
of wants artificially stimulated 
by advertising, which makes us 
want too much and want it for 
the wrong reasons. 

In a primitive culture one 
produces what is needed for a 
known market, so there is no 
place for advertising of sales
manship. Today it is not the 
consumer who creates 

Dr. J. D. Jefferis about himself! 
Obviously, before you 

consent to listen to a 
speaker you want to know 
who he is and what he 
represents. Evidently, as 
you can see, I am an old man 
- so old that I cannot rely 
on my memory, so I have 
had to write out what I 
want to say and I shall 
simply be reading it to you, 
which inevitably is 
frightfully dulL 

I am also an old teacher, 
dating back so far that 
pupils from my first classes 
are now drawing their old 
age pension. For two-thirds 
of my working life I was 
engaged in the training of 
teachers, which involved 
spending half my day sit
ting at the back of school 
classrooms watching 
beginners trying to teach, 
so that I have some 
knowledge of what was 
going on in our schools up to 

"Part of the function of the 
school is to provide graded 
practice in actually taking 
responsibility." 

Or, Dr. Baruch, a mental 
health expert: 

"Whenever an adolescent is 
able to make choices or 
decisions, or to accomplish 
things on his •own, we should 
give him the choice." 

Because, otherwise, he will 
never rise above the second, the 
authoritarian level. And, of 
course, in the slave state he 
doesn't need to. But in the free 
state, if it is to remain a free 
state, he must learn to make his 
own choices. We sometimes say 
he must learn to express his 
personality, and that is right, 
but that is the end, not the 
beginning. 

Dr. J. G. Althouse, from 
Ontario: 

"Self-expression is a 
necessary step in development, 
but the school must be quite as 
much concerned about the kind 
of selves to be expressed as 
about the opportunity for ex
pressing them." 

Character education, 
education in morality, 
education in values, aims at 
there being the right kind of 
self to express. Now, as I have 
suggested, this training must be 
a gradual one, based on success 
and the self-confidence which 
results from success. Small 
children lack self-confidence, so 
we must offer opportunities for 
making moral choice, at first, in 
situations where the odds are 
very heavily in favour of the 
child making the right choice. 
When he does so, we must 

my retirement in 1968. 
Incidentally, it resulted in 
my knowing far more 
people from the back of 
their head than from their 
face, which is interesting 
but irrelevant. 

I served two terms on the 
Protestant Committee of 
the Superior Council of 
Education, which may be 
one of the reasons why I 
was asked to talk to you. In 
all fairness, you must not 
blame me for all the 
decisions of the Protestant 
Committee. We had a rule 
that anyone who dissented 
from a major decision 
might ask to have his 
dissent recorded in the 
minutes. In the six years 
that I was there, 17 such 
dissents were recorded, 7 of 
them by me. So you may 
view me as having been a 
member of the Establish-

actions, great or small, a nor
mal everyday occurrence." 

Professor Niblet, whom I 
• have already quoted: 

"Where a certain kind of 
conduct is emphatically ex
pected of men, it tends to come 
naturally to the great 
majority." 

When I stood up to speak, I 
expected that you would sit 
quiet and listen - and you did, 
because that is the conduct 
which is expected of such a 
meeting. 

However attempted, there is 
vital need for such education in 
morality today in view of the 
contemporary problems which 
press particularly on the 
adolescent. In the present world 
and for the great mass of young 
people, the pressures of our 
whole social environment are 
not only powerful (they always 
have been), but they are bad. 

We live in an age of in
ternational anarchy, an age of 
wars and rumors of wars. Any 
of you who make a habit 
periodically of praying for 
peace and making a list of the 
places where you want it to 
come, will find that that list is 
constantly expanding [it never 
shrinks]. We live in an age of 
fear. People who cease to fear 
God now have very good reason 
to fear man, and this sort of 
thing is very troubling to young 
people who, on the whole, have 
a tendency to idealism in that 
they want to improve political, 
economic and international 
conditions, and who are in
tolerant, and rightly intolerant, 
of the stupidity and selfishness 
which are apparently so 

ment, but not a represen
tative of it. 

I must also in fairness tell 
you that I am a believing 
and worshipping Christian, 
though not a practicing 
Christian. That is to say, I 
have breached each one of 
the ten Commandments and 
I don't live according to the 
rules laid down in the 
Sermon on the Mount. I 
believe, however, that I 
should. All this will in
fluence what I propose to 
say. 

Finally, I am not certain 
that I know all the answers. 
So, throughout my 
remarks, I shall constantly 
support my opinions with 
brief quotations from 
recognized authorities 
whose books I have read. I 
shall not quote from any 
authorities with whom I 
disagree. 

demands, but the producer, by 
means of advertising. The 
producer convinces you that 
your armpits stink so that you 
will buy something stinky to 
change the stink. This is purely 
an artificial need. And yet if the 
amount spent on advertising 
was transferred to the ex
penditure on wages, it would 
increase the total volume of 
sales, because people would not 
be wasting their money on 
stinkies - they would be 
spending it on useful things, 
things· which they really need 
for the support of life. Even if 
advertising cannot manipulate 
human desires, it certainly 
influences priorities in desires 
by indulging some rather than 
others, and by, as we might say, 
morally legitimizing wrong 
desires. We are prompted by 
greed, but advertising suggests 
that being greedy is a good 
thing, if we are greedy for what 
is being advertised. And our 
youngsters, and we ourselves, 
live with a wrong view of 
happiness. We view happiness 
as a state to be achieved -
usually achieved by being 
purchased - but happiness is 
not a state. Happiness is a 
moment by moment condition. 
It comes as a by-product of 
some end not itself, and the 
more we consciously try to be 
happy, the less happy we are -
the more happiness escapes us. 

Again today, so many people 
produce no visible goods except 
their salary cheque, that the 
profit motive has replaced the 
older ideals of good work
manship, and so we have the 

(See VALUES p. 12) 
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Not only can the physical 
development of a person be 
deleteriously affected by 
serious prenatal and early 
childhood malnutrition, but 
nutritional deprivation during 
the critical growth years can be 
an important element in 
limiting and shaping our 
mental ability. The risk begins 
during pregnancy and extends 
through the critical develop
mental stages of childhood, and 
to a somewhat lesser extent 
from then on. Thus we are 
determined in part by what our 
mothers eat during pregnancy 
and by what they feed us until 
we are on our own - more or 
less. Unfortunately we may be 
harmed also by what they 
drink. Going on a bender, once 
or more, may give the growing 
fetus a permanent hangover; 
that is, cause irreversible 
damage. Both food and drink 
affect the anatomy, chemistry 
and physiology of the growing 
brain. 

The Undemourished Brain 
Reprinted from 'Agendum,' 
Canadian School Boards 
Research and Development 
Trust, C.S. T.A., Ottawa. 

One reason why early damage 
to the brain is more likely to 
occur, and be more serious, than 
to the rest of body is that the 
brain develops more rapidly. 
By age 4 it represents 90% of the 
weight of an adult's brain, as 
compared with the rest of the 
body which has achieved some 
20% of full growth by that time. 
We are talking about the 
development of 11 billion nerve 
cells, which means the 
production and differentiation 
of 20,000 fibres and filaments 
per minute during the prenatal 
months, a time when stimuli 
from outside may cause 
structural and functional 
changes. 

Malnutrition can result in a 
decrease of up to 20% in the 
multiplication of cells during 
the first few months, and 
somewhat less after that. Also 
malnutrition is thought to 
result in many premature 
births. Mild sustained 
malnutrition may be as bad as 
acute bouts. 

A chronic deficiency of 
necessary food elements needed 
for growth thus may affect 
maturation in humans, similar 
to what it does with the growth 
of plants, as every gardener and 
farmer well knows, despite 
their differences from plants 
which need only food elements 
to manufacture the food they 
need. 

The development of each and 
every living organ follows a 
carefully programmed 
procedure to be completed at a 
given time, place, position and 
sequence. This holds true of the 
brain which requires the right 
nourishment to develop, or it 
may never develop fully. Our 
brain which represents some 
2% of our total weight con
sumes some 20% of our oxygen 
intake, and on the average some 
20% of our caloric need. One 
and a half pints of blood flow 
through the brain every 
minute. 

With pupils at the elementary 
and secondary levels it is found 
that protein deficiencies affect 
the whole body, but the brain is 
particularly susceptible during 
early growth. The eating of 
junk foods can affect growth 
and health through substituting 
some fast foods having little or 
no nutritional value, and 
harmful additives for 
wholesome foods that meet the 
body needs. Fortunately for 
adults, while malnutrition has 
ill effects on the body,' the brain 
can withstand such 
deprivation. 

Anaemia resulting from the 
lack of iron or iodine seems to 
affect mental functioning, but 
has little if any effect on the 
I.Q. The attention span is 
lowered, and there is less 
purposeful activity and more 
aimless manipulation. A 
deficiency of fatty acids can 
result in growth retardation 

Diet & criminal behaviour 
As part of their probation 

agreement with the court, many 
probationers in Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, are asked to eat 
nutritionally sound foods. 
These probationers have 
hypoglycemia, which is a lower 
than normal level of glucose in 
their blood. Once on the 
corrective diet probationers in 
Cuyahoga Falls exhibited 
improved attitudes toward 
themselves and society, ac
cording to Mrs. Barbara Reed, 
Chief Probation Officer. 

Criminal justice 
professionals and scientists are 
becoming more interested in 
the effects of food on behavior, 
according to a recent Wall 
Street Journal article. An 
e~erging branch of medical 
science, orthomolecular 
medicine, is now researching 
the role of malnutrition in 
criminal behavior. 

Mrs. Reed noticed that many 
of the misdemeanants referred 
to her office for shoplifting, 
passing bad checks or assault 
showed signs of emotional 
difficulties ranging from severe 
depression to violence. She also 
noticed that these offenders 
spoke of a craving for large 
quantities of so called junk food 
such as pastries, potato chips, 
and colas. After Mrs. Reed 
convinced them to replace their 
intake of refined sugar and 
starches with high protein 
foods, fresh fruits and 
vitamins, their behavior 
changed for the better. 

After experimenting · in
formally with the diet for 
several years, the Cuyahoga 
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Falls Probation Department in 
1976 established a formal 
screening process to identify 
probationers suffering from 
hypoglycemia. Now offenders 
referred to the probation 
department routinely complete 
a form detailing how they feel 
and presenting their version of 
the events leading to their 
arrest. 

If a medical test confirms the 
hypoglycemic condition, the 
probationer is given a standard 
diet to follow. An un
willingness to follow it may 
result in the revocation of 
probation. 

Based on probation records in 
Cuyahoga Falls there seems to 
be a high correlation between 
nutrition deficiencies and 
problems with the law. During 
1975, 82 percent of 106 
probationers had at least 15 
symptoms of hypoglycemia 
with some people indicating 50 
or more symptoms. The higher 
the number of symptoms, the 
more time was spent by the 
probation department on 
correcting individuals' diets 
and eliminating the source of 
the problems. After adhering to 
the diet for a relatively brief 
period most probationers can 
discuss their arres1 more 
rationally and examine 
whatever other problems they 
were experiencing. 

Because of the success of the 
nutrition program with adult 
misdemeanants, the juvenile 
court probation department 
adopted the program for their 
detainees early this year . 
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and a partial malfunctioning of 
organs including the brain. 
Where malnutrition becomes 
semi-starvation there is concern 
for health, irritability, 
discouragement, depression 
periods, and the appearance is 
apathetic. 

Food Additives 

Much is heard today, mostly 
unfavourable, about the adding 
of additives to food. These are 
substances directly added to 
foods which may become a part 
of the product, provide surface 
contact with equipment or 
packaging, or affect foods in
directly through radiation and 
such. 

Modifying food dates back to 
when primitive man first used 
fire to cook meat and salt to 
preserve it, and has increased in 
dozens of ways; and with .up to 
4000 chemical compounds ad
ded since that time. Also the 
inducement to use addit1.ves has 
increased rapidly today since 
householders do not wish to 
grow their own food, harvest 
and grind the grains, and such, 
nor do they wish to spend long 
hours cooking and preserving 
it. Nor do they want bland 
uncoloured substances with a 
short shelf life. Rather they go 
for tasty and appealing foods 
that are easy to prepare, and for 
fast foods. Additives are 
necessary for this . True some 
health food stores are flourish
ing and some housewives bake 
their own bread and avoid 
certain additives . But the 
majority of buyers purchase 

packaged goods. 
Additives are used for a 

variety of purposes such as the 
following: to enhance flavour 
through using spices or natural 
and synthetic flavours; to 
stabilize and thicken, using 
starches, pectin, gelatin, gum 
arabic, agar, methyl cellulose, 
etc. To neutralize or alter 
acidity or alkalinity as in 
baked goods, soft drinks, etc. 
To prevent oxidation and 
spoilage, using salt, .gugar, 
vinegar, heat, freezing, smoke 
and spices, and sodium and 
calcium propionate to retard 
molds, BHT and BHA to retard 
oxidation of fatty foods, etc. 
Some retain moisture, add 
vitamins and minerals, mature 
and bleach 'flour, increase 
volume, smoothness, etc. 
Others help in hardening, 
drying, colouring, leavening, 
anti-foaming, non-calorie 
sweetening, disease prevention, 
creaming, firming, sterilizing, 
etc. 

Our pure food laws require 
that all food and additive 
ingredients are listed on the 
outside of each packaged food. 
Most laymen are puzzled by the 
chemicals and may give up 
trying to find products where 
they know all ingredients and 
accept creamless ice cream, 
artificial raspberry, and other 
ersatz materials. Certainly the 
flow of additives into the food 
supply should be limited and 
monitored, whether synthetic 
colours and flavours, or other 
aesthetic non-nutritional 
components. The benefits of 
each additive should be 

..ve1ghted against the risks, 
whether preservative or 
cosmetic. Some additives may 
be carcinogens, irritants, 
stimulants, nareotics; and be 
worse for some people or ages 
than for others. 

Dr. Feingold, a researcher 
into allergies and hyperac
tivity, and others have 
estimated that from 10 to 25 
percent of all children are af
fected by varying degrees of 
hyperkinetic impulse disorders 
with more than 500 ·symptoms. 
Many of these hyperactive 
youngsters have been helped by 
using a diet free of all synthetic 
additives, an expedient 
credited with bringing about 
behavioural changes. 

An example of one 
questionable additive is the use 
of monosodium glutamate, or 
Accent, in some Chinese or 
other foods, which sends some 
who eat it into shock and af
fects others to a lesser degree. 
Such could well be avoided. 

For the most part we have to 
depend on the experts to tell us 
what additives are harmless 
and safe, and in what quan
tities. Otherwise it is a good bet 
to ensure that expectant 
mothers, in particular, are well 
cared for, and that young 
children are well fed with 
nutritious foods. Also the 
public should be warned about 
ingredients that could be 
harmful to some or all of them. 
There is some truth in the old 
saying that " what's one man's 
food is another man's poison.'' 

Camp Pembina-Powahgen 

The Quebec Association for Children with Learning Disabilities and the 
Society for Emotionally Disturbed Children are pleased to announce the laun
ching of Camp Pembina-Powahgen near St. Donat. This project is designed to 
provide a satisfying residential camping experience for youngsters aged 8-15 
who would have difficulty coping with a regular camp program. Activities will 
include swim instruction, boating and canoeing, photography, hiking and 
tripping, team sports, arts and crafts, and tennis. All activities will be geared 
to the needs and abilities of the individual child. The camper/staff ratio will 
be approximately 2/1, allowing for a maximum of individual attention. There 
will be a ·nurse on staff and a doctor on call. The total camp program will be 
divided into two separate two-week periods as follows: 

July 15-28: Society for Emotionally Disturbed Children 
July 29-Aug. 11: Quebec Association for Children with 

Learning Disabilities 
For further information and/or application forms, please contact: 

QUEBEC ASSOCIATION FOR 
CHILDREN WITH 
LEARNING DISABILITIES 

4820 Van Horne Avenue, 
Montreal, Quebec H3W 1J3 
(514) 735-1636 

SOCIETY FORJMOTIONALLY 
DISTURBED CHILDREN 

1622 Sherbrooke St. W. 
Montreal, Quebec H3H 1C9 
(514) 935-7234 

,.. 
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Lakeshore School Board 
H & S Presidents meet 
to exchange ideas 

Vliues need be taught . • • Continued from page 10 

On two occasions during this 
school year H&S presidents of 
schools in the Lakeshore School 
Board have met on an informal 
basis to share ideas. 

The second such meeting, held 
on January 30, was devoted to 
discussion of the success or 
failure of the year's enterprises, 
and planning for the Inter
national Year of the Child. 

One program which had 
proven both profitable, to the 
tune of $900, and fun as well, 
was a Games Night, at Thor
ndale School. 

For recognition of the 
International Year of the Child, 
each local in the area will be 
planning some activities on an 
individual basis, but it was 
decided that unified action 
would also have more impact . 

dogs. In addition, each local 
association would solicit its 
city government to ask for 
enforcement of by-laws in the 
area of concern. Local news
papers were also suggested as a 
source of support and publicity. 

The suggested bicycle route, 
which would involve closing off 
certain streets to traffic for a 
designated period on Sundays, 
is to be investigated further. 

Anyone interested in further 
information of the above
mentioned projects could 
contact, in the case of the pet 
control aspect, Marilyn Ashby, 
and in connection with the 
bicycle route, Gail Booth. 

ATTEND THE 
QFHSA 

CONVENTION 

delusion that work is a 
drudgery and leisure is a 
compensation for it. Work five 
days and we will give you two 
days off as a treat. God looked 
at it rather differently. He 
worked six days and then had 
one day for resting. 

Working conditions must 
seem frustrating to most 
beginning workers, especially 
if they are being raised on the 
sort of 'Horatio Alger' tradition 
of success which is something 
which results from honesty and 
effort, because today it.doesn't. 
In industry today, there is very 
little chance to rise to the top 
because of the now established 
principles of seniority. You 
slowly grow to the top, under 
the influence of the trades
union, closed-shop mentality, 
and there is very little op
portunity except for the few at 
the top to exercise any 
initiative, and by the time they 
have got to the top they no 
longer want to initiate. How 
frustrating it must be to pass 
from the child-centered school 

to the assembly-line factory. 
The only preparation we can 
offer our children for that is a 
preparation in the field of 
values and character. 

The school then must 
recognize the education of 
character as part of its 
responsibility, and I quote 
Havighurst and Taba, two 
educational psychology people: 

"Of all the areas of the social 
environment, the school is the 
most important in the character 
formation of the adolescent 
because it can provide that 
controlled environment which 
character education seems to 
require," where, as I suggested 
earlier, situations involving 
moral choice can be graduated 
- made gradually more com
plex, with duly increasing 
demands on powers of ad
justment. 

If the situations change too 
fast in an uncontrolled way, the 
child is confused. If they do not 
change fast enough, then no 
adequate problem is presented, 
and the growth to maturity is 

not prompted by a static 
existence without problems. 
Moral character is to be rated in 
terms of free and responsible 
action rather than of blind 
conformity. Unfortunately, 
modern institutions, and often 
this is true of the school too, put 
their emphasis on asking that 
adolescents should become 
sensitive and pliable to the 
demands and expectations of 
other people - keeping them at 
Level 3, rather than becoming 

autonomous and independent. 
Responsibility is a distinctively 
human characteristic - a sense 
of moral obligation is, in a way, 
the unique definition of 
humanity. Moral codes may be 
relative; they may change with 
time and with place, but the 
sense of moral obligation is 
absolute. Responsibility im
plies freedom of choice and the 
great aim of education, we 
might say, is to help people to 
be responsible persons in the 
sense that they act for reasons 
and not only from causes. 

A course of action was 
discussed in two different 
areas, improving the physical 
environment of areas where 
children play, and the coor
dination of a Sunday bicycle 
route throughout the West 
Island. An educational resource? Farming in Rockbum 

It was felt that the quality of 
life for children, in terms of 
comfort and health, was being 
jeopardized by the result of 
dogs being allowed to use 
community parks and school 
yards for a purpose not 
originally intended. Each local 
H&S would put out some 
publicity in its own neigh
bourhood, strongly requesting 
residents to clean up after their 

by Joan Mansfield 

On a beautiful day last fall, 
Esther Plaskon of the 
Lakeshore School Board and I 
drove out towards Huntingdon 
in the Chateauguay Valley to 
look for Blair Farm, the farm 
about which Mr. Keeler, the 
agricultural science teacher 
from the Chateauguay Valley 

An Overseas Appointment 
. . 

or "Old habits die hard" 
When Joan Riches moved 

with her husband to Caracas, 
Venezuela, last summer, she 
handed over her duties as 
school commissioner on the 
Lakeshore School Board with 
regret . 

Joan had worked long and 
hard for Home & School in the 
West Island and on the Quebec 
Federation of Home & School 
Associations, as well as 
becoming the first woman vice
president of the Quebec 
Association of Protestant 
School Boards. 

Settled with her children and 
husband in the new en
vironment of South America, 
Joan's knowledge of education 
is once again being tapped, as a 
member of the board of 
directors of the 'Colegio 
International de Caracas,' the 
international school frequented 

by the children of foreign and 
local business and government 
officials. 

The Colegio International has 
some 650 students enrolled, 170 
in elementary and 480 in 
secondary classes. There are 55 
teachers with an average ex
perience of 9 years, and a total 
of 276 years of academic 
preparation, with 4 doctorates, 
24 master's degrees and 26 
bachelor's degrees . It is ac
credited to a U .S . education 
system and operates on funds 
raised from foreign companies 
and parents. English, Spanish 
and French are taught . 

With teachers drawn from six 
countries and twenty-six states 
and pupils from thirty-seven 
different countries, there can be 
little doubt that the school is 
not only international in name 
but also in fact. 

School Board, had spoken at 
the QFHSA conference more 
than a year before. 

What motivated our visit to 
Blair Farm was the fact that, 
according to Mr. Keeler, here 
was a resource bequeathed to 
the education system in a 
farmer's will for use as a 
practical farm school or 
demonstration centre. Left in 
the care of McGill University, 
the farm had not yet been 
developed into the learning 
centre for elementary and 
secondary students that it 
might one day become. 

According to Mr. Moss, 
associate secretary to the Board 
of Governors of McGill 
University, the terms of Mr. 
Blair's will are complicated, 
though his intent seems clear -
to bequeath his farmhouse, 
buildings and land to the 
education system. No money 
came with the bequest, as far as 
can be discovered. The 
agriculture faculty of McGill at 
Macdonald College in Ste. Anne 
de Bellevue has a role of ad
vising on its use. 

Blair Farm is on Erskine road 
in Rockburn in Huntingdon 
County, up a dirt road bordered 
by trees which that day glowed 
in their autumn colours. The 
farmhouse is built of grey stone 
framed by tall old trees. The 
farm buildings are in disrepair 
but show sturdy foundations. 
The land around the farm ap
pears to be rapidly turning to 
bush. The tenant is Mr. Keeler's 
son, who acts as caretaker and 

MEMBER - CHRISTIAN CAMPING ASSOCIATION 

PARKSIDE RANCH 
310 acres bordering Orford Provincial Park 

CO-ED CAMP 10-16 YEARS 
$40 per week 
($5 registration incl.) 

Featuring: Horseback riding, sports, handicrafts, swimming, etc. 
French cc1mp: June 30-July 7 (8-12 years), July 7-14 (12-15 years) 
English c. mp: July 14 through August 25 
For information: Montreal 676-5923, Magog (819) 843-6748 
P.O. Box 386, Magog JlX 3W9 

lives there with his young 
family . . . or so we deduced 
from the exterior, for no-one 
was at home at the time Esther 
and I visited. A properly 
suspicious dog protected the 
home from intruders. 

Food production 
a global concern 

Under the terms of the 
Education Act, chapter 235, 
paragraph 560, "agriculture 
shall be taught in all schools in 
rural municipalities," and 
paragraph 561, "committees .. . 
in pedagogy and agricultural 
science" are to develop a 
"program of agricultural teach
ing in the province." 

Although agriculture has, it 
seems, fewer people involved as 
producers than was the case 
when Mr. Blair ran his Rock
burn farm, its importance has 
not diminished in society. 
There seems good reason to 
believe that city people as well 
as rural need to know more 
about food production, food 
sciences, the economics of the 
food industry and the en
vironment conditions 
favouring agriculture. Urban 
agriculture shows signs of 
being a pastime of the future, 
eithr as a more widespread 
hobby than it is today when 
many more home owners are 
planting vegetable gardens, or 
as a way to even greater self
sufficiency, though perhaps not 
carried to the extent described 
by Weintraub in his satire 'The 
Underdogs,' in which the Sun 
Life Building in Montreal 
becomes a vast greenhouse. 

In the cause of promoting 
practical experience of food 
production, for city as well as 
rural students, there would 
seem to be a place for a resource 
such as Blair Farm could offer 
to our young people. Money to 
provide residential quarters for 
visiting students, and for 
equipment, agricultural and 
scientific, to demonstrate the 
tasks and principles of 
agriculture are what is needed 
to make Blair Farm a viable 
proposition providing its 
valuable opportunity. 

Not much is known of what 
proposals, if any, have been 
considered by McGill for Blair 
Farm, nor to what extent school 
systems have been consulted or 
asked for support. Even though 

the difficulties are great, it 
would be a shame not to make 
every effort to make use of 
Blair Farm for the general 
purposes outlined in the 
bequest . 

A case history 

When the Quebec Protestant 
School Board decided to turn a 
rural school that was no longer 
needed for elementary 
education into an outdoor 
education centre for the use of 
all its pupils and those of neigh
bouring boards, it had to look 
for funds outside its budget to 
get the project off the ground. 
Peter Clibbon, a commissioner 
on the Board, researched all the 
charitable foundations in 
Quebec City to see whether the 
objectives of the outdoor 
education centre were in line 
with the objectives intended for 
bequests and endowments 
accumulated over many 
decades in support of the 
Quebec Protestant community. 

There turned out to be such 
resources available and the 
Board's request was approved, 
in sufficient amount to make 
the project a possibility. At last 
report, the centre was operating 
well, making use of govern
ment funding assigned to its 
priority of outdoor education as 
well as local moneys . 

Such a venture may give a 
key to the solution of the ap
parent impasse at Blair Farm, 
by provoking a look at perhaps
forgotten charities set up by the 
Protestant communities of the 
greater Montreal area. Failing 
this, perhaps such a project, 
open to students of all faiths, of 
course, might fit in with the 
Quebec government's new 
intention to- promote education 
in economics in the schools of 
the province. 

·JOIN 
HOME & 
SCHOOL 
TODAY 



DFHSA MRI WORKSHOP: 
1. What is the work of the 

Protestant Education Service? 
This is a Service of the 

Department of Education 
which functions at the level of 
the Office of the Deputy
Minister because it is at this 
administrative level that the 
confessional aspect of Quebec 
education is still in
stitutionalized. There are, as 
you know, two associate 
deputy-ministers one 
Catholic and one Protestant. 
The office of associate deputy
minister (Catholic) is vacant at 
the moment, and that of 
associate deputy-minister 
(Protestant) has recently been 
filled by Mr. Ernest Spiller. 

associate deputy-ministers 
parade by my office. Jim 
Sullivan joined the Service in 
September on a full-time basis; 
Leigh Coffin is on loan to us 
full-time from the Chateauguay 
Valley Regional School Board. 

In implementing the 
Regulation of the Protestant 
Committee, a major part of our 
work has been in the area of 
curriculum development and as 
a necessary corollary to that, 
the ferreting out of appropriate 

Here's 
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The only adequate answer 
must be found, I think, in the 
history and in the reality of the 
Anglo-Protestant milieu of 
Quebec. In making this 
statement I am by no means 
unaware of the current in
fluence of the Franco
Protestant milieu. Indeed, I 
was teaching in that milieu 
when I left the P.S.B.G.M. to 
Jorn the Department of 
Education. I have no doubt that 
the Franco-Protestant fact will 
play an important role in 
defining the Protestant school 
of the future. Its presence, 
however, has been too recent to 
have had an influence on the 
Protestant school of the past. 

It is essentially in and for the 
Anglo-Protestant milieu that 
the Protestant school of Quebec 
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Lecture by Raymond E. Jensen 
Directeur, Service de l'Enseignement Protestant 

probably was the strongest. The 
British genius of compromise 
m~de it possible to separate 
church and state while not 
separating religion and state, 
i.e., the practice or expression 
of religion from the universal 
phenomenon. This is in contrast 
to a country such as France or 
the United States where the 
separation of church and state 
implied or brought with it a 
separation of religion and state 
as well, or at least until quite 
recently - the situation is 
presently changing in the 
United States where more and 
more people are beginning to 
realize that there is nothing in 
the Constitution to prevent 
teaching about religion in 
American schools. Developing 
the moral and religious 

Protestant schools of Quebec 
have gone through a period of 
relative discomfort since 1964 
when, for reasons which we all 
understand although we may 
not all sympathize with them, 
the government had to impose a 
degree of centralization quite 
unknown to the Quebec ex
perience previously. In that 
same context, I think this is 
also the reason why both 
Catholic and Protestant schools 
today are beginning to breathe 
a little more easily as a result of 
the announced intention of 
decentralization and of further 
diversification of the 
educational system. 

3) The third influence I shall 
term that of Anglo-American 
pragmatism. Along with the 
British influence on curriculum 

Its major external mandate is 
the implementation of the 
Regulation of the Protestant 
Committee, particularly as it 
pertains to M.R.I., and the 
implementation of the con
fessional implications of the 
Education Act. 

For example: WHAT IS THE PROTESTANT EDUCATION SERVICE 
Section 496 of the Education 

Act concerns the possibility of 
agreements between boards of 
different confessionalities for 
the education of each other's 
students, and the Protestant 
Education Service is involved 
in the approval procedures of 
these agreements. 

AND A PROTESTANT SCHOOL 

Internally, the Protestant 
Education Service tries to 
assure a Protestant presence in 
decisions affecting the 
Protestant milieu. It tries to 
interpret the Protestant milieu 
to the Department of Education 
and the Department of 
Education to the Protestant 
milieu. Neither activity, you 
will agree I am sure, represents 
a job which might be considered 
a sinecure. It has, as another 
specific task, that of helping to 
ensure a liaison between the 
Protestant Committee and the 
Department of Education. As in 
all other job descriptions, there 
is, as well, a blanket clause in 
the mandate of the Protestant 
Education Service which says 
that it must assist the associate 
depuiy-minister in any way he 
sees fit . 

It is important, however, to 
differentiate between the 
Protestant Committee, which is 
a part of the Superior Council 
of Education, an advisory body 
to the minister, and the 
Protestant Education Service. 
The latter is a part of the 
Department of Education and 
the members of the Service are 
hired by the Civil Service 
through its normal channels of 
advertising, examining and 
then accepting or rejecting. I 
personally have been a member 
of the Protestant Education 
Service since 1970, long enough 
to have seen six ministers, three 
deputy-ministers and three 

resource materials, both in 
French and in English. Since 
1972, examinations in M.R.I. 
have been recognized for two 
units of credit - one at the 
Secondary IV and one at the 
Secondary V level. A con
siderable number of workshops 
have been organized for 
teachers and administrators, 
and the members of the Service 
have travelled all over Quebec 
in an attempt to answer 
questions and to provide 
whatever assistance they could 
to administrators and teachers 
involved in implementing the 
M.R.I. courses. 

This current or recent em
phasis on M.R.I. brings us 
inevitably to the question of 
why M.R.I. in a Protestant 
school? And this question, in 
tum, cannot be answered with 
any degree of satisfaction 
without some attempt at an 
answer to the prior question of 
what is a Protestant school? 

What is a Protestant school? 

We work in it, we work for it, 
many of us are products of it 
and if we are asked that 
question, especially by our 
Catholic colleagues who ask it 
so often, we are a bit at a loss to 
what our answer should be . It 
has taken me a very long time 
but I have finally come to the 
conclusion that you cannot give 
one clear-cut adequate answer 
to that question on a 
philosophical or theological 
basis. 

evolved, defined and constantly 
re-defined itself. Obviously, 
many influences were at play at 
different times but I shall 
single out three of them which 
have, I think, a direct link to 
the confessional aspect of the 
Protestant school. 
1) The Roman Catholic 
majority of Quebec, for 
historical reasons, was very 
exclusive and lived quite 
happily until recently 
alongside a Protestant school 
which would accept all non
Catholics. At the same time, the 
naturally pluralistic outlook of 
Protestantism made it quite 
feasible for the Protestant 
population to be open to accept
ing all non-Catholics in its 
schools. Thus, we can say that 
the Protestant school evolved 
as a non-Catholic school from 
the point of view of its 
population. Unfortunately, 
some pe"J>le have thought and 
even said that this is an 
adequate definition of a 
Protestant school. I need not 
emphasize the fact to you that 
no institution can survive if it is 
only conscious of what it is not . 
2) This brings us to the second 
influence and that is the very 
strong British influence, 
especially on the curriculum of 
the Protestant schools of 
Quebec. Not very long ago, we 
were talking in terms of junior 
and senior matriculation just as 
they did in England. However, I 
have singled out the British 
influence because it is in the 
area of moral and religious 
education that this influence 

dimensions of the pupil in the 
Protestant schools of Quebec, 
due to the British influence, 
was always considered a per
fectly normal role for the school 
and has until very recently been 
an integral part of the 
curriculum and therefore of the 
objectives of our Protestant 
schools. 

The last Teacher's Handbook 
of 1965 contains a detailed 
course in Bible Studies still in 
use today in a few schools of the 
Province. The theory was that 
the religious dimension of the 
human personality could be 
helped toward maturity by 
Bible St~dy, which was not to 
be carried to the level of com
mitment - that being a level 
which belonged to the church 
and to the family exclusively. 
Moral precepts were to be found 
in the Bible also and were to be 
propos!,!d but not imposed on 
the pupils. 

Thus , the British attitude 
towards religion in the school 
made it possible for Quebec to 
be one of the few places in the 
world where the government 
could support fully schools 
which were confessional even 
though each group gave a very 
different meaning to that word 
confessional. If you will forgive 
a little bit of pride, I think it is 
fair to say that schools of 
Quebec, more so than anywhere 
else, were more responsive to 
the needs of the people they 
served than to the needs of the 
state. I think it is in this fact 
that one finds the reason for 
which both the Catholic and 

and on M.R.I., there was the 
American influence on school 
organization and environment 
- the school was seen as a 
community where one learned 
to live and to play, as well as to 
work. The most direct form of 
transmitting specific moral and 
religious values would not be 
didactically, within this ap
proach, but rather in practice, 
or pragmatically; morality was 
to be caught, as well as, taught. 
Teachers were meant to be 
models of moral and religious 
virtues . The school milieu was 
to be a place were opportunities 
were provided to live or ex
perience as many of the basic 
values as possible. For exam
ple, 

a) I personally memorized, 
like I think most pupils of 
my generation, St. Paul's 
very beautiful lines from 
1st Corinthians on charity 
but I don't think that would 
have had any immediate 
influence had I not at the 
same time been involved in 
activities, such as those 
proposed by the Junior Red 
Cross. In other words, in the 
practice of charity. 
b) Sports - I think we tend 
to underestimate the role 
which sports were to play in 
the moral development of 
the child in our Protestant 
schools . It is, to a very great 
extent, through sports that 
the concept of cooperation, 
of teamwork, was to be 
transmitted. The whole 

(See MRI p. 14) 
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the ONTARIO ASSOCIATION 
for CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

Now acaczdltcd d,iuc, 
education cou,,_, CONDB~CTED 

Special Conference: MAY 3/5, 1979 

DEPENDENCIES AND ADDICTIVE BEHAVIOURS: 
CURRICULUM CONCERNS 

Among the Speakers: 
STANTON PEELE, Social Psychologist, Columbia University 
GORDON BELL, Founder, The Denwood Institute 
KEN LOW, Coordinator of Action Studies, 

Calgary Public School Board 

SKYLINE HOTEL, 655 DIXON ROAD, TORONTO, ONT. 
For further information and registration forms: 
OACD, 1260 Bay St., Toronto (416-922-4231) 
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MRI CONFERENCE. • • 
very British concept of fair 
play was also transmitted 
through the practice of 
sports. It is not an accident 
that this very expression 
'fair play' cannot be trans
lated easily into French. 
c) The discipline required 
and applied by teachers and 
principals in our schools 
was always, I think, a 
major source of learning in 
the realm of justice - not 
just a means of guaran
teeing survival. 
d) The Student's Council 
and related student ac
tivities reinforced learning 
about the democratic 
processes of our western 
democracies. 

faculties of religious 
studies and these faculties 
were absolutely inundated 
with students. 
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differentiate between the 
historical and the apocalyptic 
writings of the Bible. He must 
know what a parable is and in 
what ways it differs from other 
literary genres. both in form 
and in its purpose. He must 
know what wisdom literature 
is and that it is by no means 
peculiar to our tradition. Above 
all, he must be made aware of 
the universality of religious 
phenomena, e.g., the 
phenomenon of ritual, whether 
it be at the level of the home, of 
the school, of sports or of the 
church - and we must transmit 
a genuine respect for all 
religious traditions - a very 
difficult thing, indeed, if there 
is first of all no knowledge of, 
or respect for, one's own. 

On the level of moral 
development, again, a more 
didactic or intellectual ap
proach needs to be taken, not 
excluding of course the 
pragmatic as well. Moral 
decision-making in a very 
homogeneous society takes 
place more at the intuitive level 

than at the consc·ious and 
rational level. Today, moral 
decision-making is of necessity 
much more at the rational level, 
or so we like to believe at any 
rate, and consequently the 
school can make a very real 
contribution to the area of the 
development of moral 
reasoning, as we attempted to 
show in the workshops on 
Kohlberg's theory of the 
development of moral 
reasoning. 

I have tried, 
these remarks, 
two points: 

essentially, in 
to put across 

1) the confessional aspect of 
the Protestant schools of 
Quebec is not something 
new which the government 
is trying to impose on us. 
Rather, it is an important 
part of our collective ex
perience and therefore has a 
great deal to do ~ith our 
identity. This fact and this 
prinG.iple are clearly 
established in our 
educational legislation, in 

our regulations and in our 
structures, as well as in our 
traditions. The population 
of Quebec has made it 
abundantly clear on a 
number of occasions and in 
a number of ways that it 
wishes, by an over
whelming majority, to 
retain those structures. And 
the government has made it 
quite clear that any 
modification to the con
fessional structures would 
have to come from a clearly 
expressed desire of the 
people of Quebec. 
2) M.R.I. is a legitimate and 
highly desirable element of 
our educational project. If 
properly understood and 
implemented, it can con
tribute immensely to the 
environment of our schools 
and to the quality of 
education offered in them. 
If I were not personally 
convinced of that fact I 
would never have accepted 
to stand before you today 
and say what I have said. 

The Bible provided the source 
of many of our values, both 
moral and religious, and the 
school- environment reinforced 
the learning. What I have 
described, I think, is true, but 
there have been changes at all 
levels - both in society and 
consequently in the school. 

What is the role 

3) The new morality was in 
vogue and the drug culture 
was upon us. The general 
feeling was that the Bible 
was out and we had to do 
M.S.D., not M.R.I. To 
teachers and curriculum 
planners, M.S.D. meant 
Moral and Social 
Development, but the 
pupils quickly caught on to 
what was really happening 
and termed it much more 
accurately, M.S.D., more 
sex and drugs. The people 
coming out of our univer
sities in many instances 
knew nothing about 
Christianity, but could hold 
forth at great length on 
almost any other religious 
tradition, especially those 
of the East. Joseph Flet
cher's situation ethics was 
perverted into the adage 'do 
your own thing' and this 
applied both inside and 
outside the classroom. 

It is into this overall am
biance that in 1971 an attempt 
was made to begin the revision 
of the M.R.I. curriculum. It was 
abundantly clear that what had 
changed rather drastically was 
that traditional Protestant 
pragmatic approach to M.R.I. in 
the schools, a change brought 
about by changes in society. 
The pragmatic approach was 
sufficient when there was 
consensus between home, 

All in · the way you see it 
of M.R.I. in the 

Protestant schools today? 

There are three major changes 
which occurred or were oc
curring in the '60's which had a 
direct influence on the place of 
M.R.I. in the Protestant schools 
of Quebec. 

1) The creation of com
prehensive high schools, 
essentially an off-island 
phenomenon but not ex
clusively so. In order to 
have sufficient population 
to warrant the spending of 
the millions required to 
build a comprehensive high 
school, it was necessary to 
combine the Anglo-Catholic 
an~ Anglo-Protestant 
populations of a variety of 
communities. This meant 
that M.R.I. had to be 
assured a regular place on 
the timetable for both 
Protestants and Catholics. 
This, in turn, led 'to a new 
look at the content in the 
Protestant sector. 
2) This new look occurred at 
the same time as a very 
generalized disaffection 
with institutional religion 
- that is to say, with the 
churches. Concurrently, 
there was a very marked 
rise of interest in the 
phenomenon of religion -
that is to say, the history, 
the psychology and the 
sociology of _ religio11. 
McGill lost much of its 
Faculty of Theology, 
Bishop's closed its Faculty 
of Theology completely, 
and all three - McGill, 
Bishop's and Sir George at 
the time, had to institute 

. school and the community at 
large. This was no longer true in 
either of the moral or religious 
dimensions. For that reason, a 
much more didactic or academic 
approach to M.R.I. had to be 
taken. 

The content of the Bible, if it 
is to be transmitted today, at 
the Secondary level certainly, 
can only be meaningful if the 
pupil is first made biblically 
and religiously literate, and as 
an educational objective this 
goes back to the very roots of 
our Protestant heritage. I quote 
from a speech given a few years 
ago, by Dr. Jefferis, whom you 
heard this morning: 

"It is generally agreed by 
historians of education that 
the institution of universal 
schooling derives from the 
demands of Luther and the 
Reformers that every in
dividual must be able to 
read the Bible." 

But in contemporary society, 
biblical literacy means more 
than just being able to read. In 
order to read the Bible, the 
pupil must now be given some 
knowledge of religious 
phenomena in general and of 
the role of religious writing in 
particular. He must be able to 

Become a member of 

DEFECTIVE VISION REQUIRES 
DRIVING ADJUSTMENTS 

People whose vision has de
fects should know those defects 
and understand how they affect 
safe driving, then adjust driv
ing habits accordingly. And re
member, many people have 
some vision defects by the time 
they are 40! Here are some ex
amples of certain eye condi
tions and how drivers should 
adjust: 

Forty-year-old (or older) eyes 
Of course anyone can have 

defedive vision, but as the age 
of ~<!. approaches, many people 
begin to have eye probleins be
fore realizing it. Most 20-year
old drivers have 20/20 visual 
acuity, but by age 40 most have 
20/50 and by the age of 60 most 
have 20/70. And night vision 
drops dramatically! To see as 
clearly after the age of 25, twice 
as much light is needed for 
every 13 additional years of age 
... and in the same light, 
drivers have more trouble see
ing· than ever before. Slower 
and more careful driving is 
called for with increasing age, 
and especially on dull days and 
at night. As age increases, driv
ing should be restricted to 
periods when conditions permit 
reasonable vision. 

Poor visual acuity 
Even with glasses, some peo

ple have trouble seeing details 
clearly, and should slow down 
in daytime and even more at 
night. For example, with 20/20 
vision, eight-inch letters on a 
warning sign can be seen at 400 
feet, whereas the same object 
could only be seen at 200 feet 

The Council of Outdoor 
Educators of Quebec 

and participate in workshops on such subjects as: 
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING, RESIDENCE PROGRAM PLANNING, BASIC BACKPACK
ING, ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS, SCHOOL SITE UTILIZATION, NATURE PHOTO-
GRAPHY, WHITE-WATER RAFTING, CANOEING, ROCK CLIMBING, SAILING .. . 

Name ............. .. ...... Address .................... Code ... . ... . 

School ..................... Address ........ . ...... . .... Code ....... . 

$5.00 fee enclosed: □ cheque □ cash 
For information phone 694-2537, 672-3157, 626-8766 

Maureen Cockerline, COEQ, P.O. Box 221, 86 Sutton Place, 
Beaconsfield H9W 5T7 

with 20/40 vision. And, at 100 
km/h, at least 250 feet are re
quired to stop! 

Poor color vision 
Red0blind people will see red 

traffic- signs as dark red or even 
black. Extra time is required to 
avoid missing danger indica
tors, so slow down. People with 
red-green deficiencies should 
wear grey, not green, sun
glasses. 

Poor depth perception 
Slower driving is required 

when it becomes more difficult 
to judge depths and distances. 
That car ... or corner ... or child 
may be closer than expected. 

Poor dark adaptation 
and glare recovery 

Some eyes have more than the 
usual trouble recovering from 
glare or sudden darkness, and a 
longer pause is required before 
driving after a move from one 
light condition to another. The 
same people will take longer to 
recover from headlight glare 
.from oncoming cars or reflected 

by a rear-view mirror. A slower 
speed allows more time for eyes 
to adjust. Night driving should 
be reduced to a minimum when 
this problem is present. 

Restricted field of vision 
Normal side vision is about 

200 degi:ees, using both eyes. 
The effective human field of vi
sion becomes increasingly nar
rower as speed increases, and 
danger approaching from the 
side may not be seen. Drivers 
with a restricted field of vision 
should find it effectively broad
ened by a slower speed, and 
should move the head more fre
quently to compensate. 

BE SURE YOUR VISION IS 
AS GOOD AS POSSIBLE! 

Eyes should be checked 
regularly by an eye specialist, 
glasses or contact lenses worn 
where necessary, and driving 
adjusted acc9rdingly. 

YOUR EYES ARE THE KEY . .. 
THEY CAN GIVE YOU TIME TO 

Recognize the HAZARD. 
Know the DEFENCE . .. and 
ACT IN. TIME! 

CAMP PINEROSE 

LAURENTIAN 
·CAMPING 

for Boys & Girls, 6-15 yrs 

MODERN FACILITIES 
POOL 

ACTIVITIES: Swimming, Tennis, 
Horseback Riding, Field Sports, Water 
Skiing, _Hiking and Others. 

ADDED FEATURE: Chance to learn or prac
tice second language with buddy. 

For more information: C. Moller 
8025 L'Acadie 

Phone: (514) 273-4952 Montreal H~W 2W2 

LIMITED NUMBER OF OPENINGS FROM JUNE 30 
Member: Quebec Camping Association 

Member: Canadian Camping Association 



' ' FOCUS 
MacDONALD HIGH 

on the 

Funds to be used for human needs 
Macdonald's principal fund

raising event was a Christmas 
Craft 'Fair held in late 
November, under the direction 
of Thelma Woosey. Many hours 
of organization and work went 
into the sale-finding artisans, 
advertising, setting up tables, 
running the restaurant, bake 
table, white elephant table, 
secondhand books, games and 
movies. The profits were $1,550, 
but the organizers felt that 
attendance was less than hoped 
for, and parental support in 
supplying certain tables a bit 
disappointing. 

The means of communicating 
H&S needs to Macdonald 
f~milies are through letters, 
advertising, and by telephone 
calls. With over 650 families in 
the school, telephoning is a 
monumental job. 

eluding those in the lower grade 
levels. 

One specific area which H&S 
is supporting this year is the 
sponsorship of a Student Drug 
Information programme con
ducted by three members of 
SPERA, a Montreal-based drug 
rehabilitation organization 
who were to conduct in-school 
sessions between February 14th 
and 23rd, under the auspices of 
the Vocational Guidance 
Department's student life 
program. The cost was expected 
tobe$480. 

The January meeting of the 
H&S executive heard a 
presentation by members of 
SPERA and, as a result, the 
executive held a special Parent 
Drug Information meeting on 
March 6th. Parents were 
welcome to come and bear the 
presentation and to participate 
in a question and answer 
session. 

Macdonald's library will 
receive $300 for the purchase of 

LACH/NE HIGH: 

French books. A plan to build a 
World Current Affairs display 
case is being facilitated by the 
Woodworking Department and 
its students. Updating of honor 
rolls and upkeep of trophy 
cases are also being handled by 
theH&S. 

As is often the case, the 
Macdonald H&S is an active 
one, but yet suffers from a lack 
of support in the form of 
general membership. To early 
February, less than 50% of 
families were H&S members, 
and the executive were still 
appealing to parents to improve 
on the membership situation. 

In January, a luncheon was 
held for the school staff on a 
professional day, providing an 
opportunity for communication 
among H&S executive and 
staff. The next project in a busy 
program will be an adult dinner 
dance planned for March 31st, 
co-sponsored by the Hudson
Macdonald Band Parents and 
the Macdonald H&S. 
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LOCALS 
CARLYLE SCHOOL 

Children help in IYC Promotion 
"In praise of children!" This 

is Carlyle School's theme for 
the Year of the Child. With this 
theme in mind, a button was 
made and Carlyle children, 
staff and parents are selling the 
buttons. The profits will go to 
an underprivileged Canadian 
child. 

This celebration of the 
International Year of the Child 
is designed to make the adults, 
as well as the children, of the 
community, aware of each 
other, and of the love to be 
shared. The halls of the sehool 
are livened up with class 
projects on the theme of I.Y.C. 

The school held a winter 
carnival commencing with a 
parade, each class carrying a 
banner the children had made 
themselves. The colourful 
parade was a forerunner of a 
series of snow races, tug of war, 
hockey, skating, and sliding. 

In the spring, Mike Davidson, 
Carylyle School's physical 
education teacher, will be 

organizing a show to include all 
Protestant elementary schools 
of the Town of Mount Royal, 
Gymnastics and ethnic folk 
dancing will be featured. It is a 
big. undertaking, with many 
hours of planning and 
preparation. 

Parents of Carlyle School are 
hoping that the spirit that is 
being displayed in 1979 will 
continue in years to come. 

COURTLAND PARK 

'Buddy' system 
works for child 
safety The H&S plans to use funds 

raised for the benefit of the 
school and as many students as 
possible. In. prior years, H&S 
funds have provided for stage 
curtains, carpets and drapes for 
the nurse's office, card 
duplicating equipment for the 
library, setting up of a Drivers 
Education Course, a con
tribution for purchase of 
electronic calculators for the 
Math department, and financial 
assistance to Physical 
Education and Music depart
ments for travel. 

Career Day helps students plan future 

A general parent meeting in 
February, held by the H&S and 
School Committee, was based 
on the topic "Parent 
Involvement - An Insurance 
Policy for the Best Education of 
Your Child." The parent 
animator for the PSBGM, Gaby 
Ostro, focussed on ways that 
parents can relate to their 
children's education, get in
volved with the schools, and 
influence the school system. 
Questions from the floor were 
invited to enable parents to 
raise their particular concerns. 

Many H&S funds have been 
raised and assigned each year to 
bursary awards to honour 
students graduating from 
Macdonald High School. 
Consideration is being given to 
broadening the awards to 
benefit more students, in-

EDINBURGH 

Craft sale soon 
With extra-curricular ac

tivities running well, Edin
burgh H&S is looking ahead to 
a Craft Sale, planned for May 
8th. Each class will have a 
booth, and the event will 
provide an opportunity for 
parents to enjoy a display of art 
work and compositions. 

Parents will be asked for 
assistance in getting supplies, 
helping with crowd control, 
pricing/costing, the bake sale 
and the inevitable clean-up 
committee. Money realizer! 
from the sale will be for the 
school library. 

NEW CARLISLE 

Crossing safety 
The New Carlisle H&S has 

been involved in trying to 
locate someone to help the 
children cross at the in
tersection near the school. At 
their February 14 meeting 
grade 8 students took part in an 
"interesting and informative 
quiz. 

Activities recently have in
cluded a pr.ofitable tea and 

_ bakesale. 
Plans for the next meeting 

were to have a physical 
education demonstration as 
part of the program. 

Lachine High held a most 
successful Career Day on 
January 26th, 1979. 

Alhough it was held on a 
Professional Day and at
tendance was not compulsory, 
more than 300 students from 
Grades 7 to 11 (out of a student 
population of 700) thronged the 
twenty-eight oworkshops 
dealing with such diverse 
subjects as Aircraft Main
tenance, Agriculture, 
Architecture, Electrical Tech
nology, Veterinary Medicine, 
Forestry, Communication Arts, 
Computer Sciences, Law, 
Medicine, the Armed Forces, 
the R.C.M.P., Physiotherapy, 
Psychology, Business 
Administration and Music. 

Specialists from these fields, 
teachers or administrators from 
the various schools and colleges 
involved in training students 
for these careers and former 
students who are now working 
in these fields combined fo give 
our high school students a real 
grasp of what these careers 
involve both in the way of what 
training is required, the ap-

. titudes essential for success in a 
specific discipline or trade and 
the satisfactions to be gained 
from the choice of a career that 
takes such aptitudes apd in
terests into consideration. 

Morning and afternoon work
shops were followed by a 
general assembly where 
representatives from a number 
of CEGEPs spoke to students 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE QFHSA 

ANNUAL MEETING AND TALK 
OVER YOUR IDEAS WITH OTHER 

INTERESTING PEOPLE ... 

DUNRAE GARDENS 

Students use'TV to aid exchange 
Dunrae Gardens has been 

largely concerned with fund 
raising this year and has shown 
itself very capable in this area. 
The children raised $1,017 for 
the Quebec Society for Crippled 
Children with H&S parents. A 
jogathon organized by the 
gymnastic staff raised $1,300. 
Approximately $1,480 was 
raised from a Disco Dance 
before Christmas, organized by 
the parents, with assistance 
from the students in the making 
of snowflake decorations. 

Exchange visits between 
grade 6 students of Dunrae 
Gardens and a school in St. 
Eustache have -continued this 

year. The children make a 
videotape introducing them
selves and are then paired with 
a Francophone child. The 
children spend a day at their 
"sister" school and take part in 
games and entertainment. 

H&S sponsored after-school 
activities are confined to group 
piano lessons and arts and 
crafts programmes, run by a 
young graduate teacher. 

The H&S and School Com
mittee have been involved in 
two surveys of parents, one on 
the topic of homework, and the 
second on the question of school 
uniform. The children do not 
wear a uniform at present. 

and parents about their 
respective colleges, followed by 
individual seminars held by 
each CEGEP where students 
could ask specific questions 
about the various options of
fered at different CEGEPs and 
obtain in filling out their ap
plication forms if so desired. 

The response from the staff, 
parents and particularly the 
students was highly en
thusiastic, and requests for 
another have already come in 
from students who missed it. 
Should any other high school be 
interested in organizing such a 
day and it does require a great 
deal of advance organization, a 
write-up of how to go about it is 
available from Quebec 
Federation office. 

MEADOWWOOD 

Ukelele band 
to workshop 

The Meadowbrook Ukulele 
Group was formed in 1976 
under the guidance of two 
volunteer teachers. Through the 
appreciation and enjoyment of 
music, and the creativity of 
making music, the children 
have mastered the basic skills 
of playing an instrument as 
well as learning various con
cepts of music theory. 

During the past two years, 
the Ukulele Group has given 
performances at elementary 
schools in the Montreal area, 
Cavendish Mall, Lachute 
Senior Citizens Home, Place 
Bonaventure, and CFCF Radio. 

Last October, the "A" (ad
vanced) group performed at the 
Montreal Ukulele Workshop 
held at McGill University. As a 
result of this performance, the 
children have been invited to 
attend the Sixth National 
Ukulele Workshop to be held in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, from 
June 29th"to July 1st, 1979. 

A French Program Study 
Committee has been formed at 
Courtland Park. The objectives 
of the committee will be to 
investigate the role of French 
Immersion Programs, to 
provide a body of informed 
parents in this field, and to 
consider any possible changes 
to the present arrangements. 

In the area of child safety, 
Courtland Park H&S recently 
announced the inauguration of 
the "Buddy" system. This is a 
way of accounting promptly for 
absent children, eliminating 
the possibility of not 
discovering a lost or abducted 
child until hours after he or she 
is missing. The class mothers 
are involved in arranging pairs 
of children. In addition to this 
system, parents are asked to 
provide the school with the 
name, address, and phone 
number of a neighbour, who 
would be willing to be called, in 
the absence of the parent, 
should it be necessary for the 
school to close at an irregular 
time, due to unforeseen cir
cumstances. 

ALLANCROFT 

Cut smoking 
Allancroft has had a No

Smoking Clinic this winter, 
running for six weeks, with one 
evening a week for a one hour 
session. 

In early February, the H&S 
sponsored a luncheon for the 
forty-two school patrollers, to 
thank th'em for their service to 
the community. 

Planning is under way for a 
May 12th Country Fair, to in
clude a Flea Market and Used 
Book Sale, for which parents 
have been asked to save items. 
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FREEDOM OF CHOICE ... 
HOW MUCH 

IS IT WORTH? 
I want to help fight Bill 101. Please accept my contribu-
tion of $ ___ _ 

~ I .. ; / '-

Name 

Address ________ _ Postal Code ____ _ 

City __________ Tel.: 

Please make cheques payable to: QFHSA Rights Fund 
and mail to: 4795 St. Catherine Street West 

Montreal H3Z 1S8 
Official receipts will be issued for contributions of $10.00 and more. 

LINDSAY PLACE HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

PARENTS' 
WORKSHOP 

LINDSAY PLACE HIGH SCHOOL, POINTE CLAIRE 

Friday, April 20 
7:15 p.m. 

7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

8:45 p.m.-9:45 p.m. 

10:00 p.m.-10:15 p.m. 

Saturday, April 21 
9:15 a.m. 

9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

10:45 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 

l? noon-12:15 p.m. 

12:30 p.m.-1 :15 p.m. 

1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

2:45 p.m.-3:45 p.m. 

4:00 p.m.-4:15 p.m. 

Registration 

Parenting and Adolescents 
Guest speaker: Dr. Ted Maroun 

Workshops 

Director, Counselling 
Services, 

McGill University 

(a) Single Parents and Adolescents 
(b) Human Sexuality - Responsibility 
(c) Midlife Crisis - Adolescent Crisis 

Summary discussion with 
group leaders 

Registration 

My Values and Yours 
Guest speaker: Prof. Daisy McNeil 

McGill University, 
Dept. of Education 

Workshops 
(d) Goals in the Adolescent Dream 
(e) Human Sexuality 
(f) Living with an Adolescent 

Summary discussion with 
group leaders 

Lunch 

Midlife Crisis - Adolescent Crisis 
Guest speaker: Jane Grey 

Workshops 

Ville Marie Social 
Service Center 

(g) Resources for Women 
(h) Antisocial Behavior-The 

Meaning of it 
(i) The Need for Support Lines 

Summary discussion with 
group leaders 

Workshops will be limited to 12 persons per workshop. 
Space will be reserved in order of receipt of completed registra
tion form. 

PARENTS' WORKSHOP 

Registration fee: $3.00. Includes lunch Saturday. 

I would like to participate in the following workshop: 

1st choice D 2nd choice D 3rd choice □ 
(indicate choice by (a), (b), (c), etc.) 
Name ____________________ _ 

Address 
Please print ___________ Phone ____ _ 

Make,cheque payable to Lindsay Place Home and School Assoc. 
c/o Mrs. F. Carr, 111 Broadview Avenue, 
Pointe Claire, Quebec _H9R 323 

~-------------~------------

Quebec Home and School News 

The dangers of competition 
Suicides of school children in 

West Germany have increased 
drastically in the last 20 years, 
warns the Institute for 
Educational Science at 
Tuedingen University. Last 
year some 500 West German 
boys and girls took their own 
lives, and the figure for 1978 it 
is feared will be even higher. 

Though the number of suicide 
attempts is not known, con
servative estimates put it on a 
level at least three times as 
large. 

Psychologists caution that 
girls between 13 and 15 and 
boys from 14 to 16 are par
ticularly suicide-prone when 
puberty augments their school 
problems. 

"There always were cases," 
said Prof. Walter Leibrecht, an 
educator in Ingersheih in 
southern Germany. "But in 
recent years they have 
multiplied." 

School stress and anxiety by 
students that they will not 
make the next grade are prime 
causes for youth suicides, 
Leibrecht believes. 

Additional factors are 
pressure by ambitious parents, 
youth unemployment and the 
quota system at crowded 
German universities . 

"More and more attention is 
being paid to marks," said 
Leibrecht. "As many families 
have but one child, the status of 
the family depends on whether 
that child passes the entrance 
exam for prep school. It's in
comprehensible that a decision 
should be made for 10-year-olds 
that will affect them all their 
lives ." 

Leibrecht was director of the 
Ecumenical Institute in 
Evanston, Ill., and professor at 
the University of Chicago from 

1958 to 1963. In the United 
States he found none of the 
tensions that exist in German 
schools and affect pupils, 
parents and teachers alike. 

"There the level of schooling 
does not play an all-important 
role," he said. "I lived in the 
United States with five 
children and I saw that school is 
no burden on the family. In 
Germany it is a terrific burden. 
In the U.S. a youngster always 

has a chance. If he flunks he can 
start again whether he is 16, 18 
or 22." 

Under the current school 
system, the committee warns, a 
child's natural joy in ac
complishment is being 
paralyzed by fear of failure in 
competition with others, fear of 
disappointing parents, fear of 
not being up to scholastic 
demands and fear of not 
passing to the next grade. 

Educational Congress 
The 2nd Congress on 

Education will take place in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
June 17 to 20, 1979. 

Congress II will feature 
hundreds of educational 
sessions, exhibits, workshops, 
luncheon roundtable 
discussions, and several 
keynote addresses. Last year's 
keynoters included Sam 
Levinson, Dr. Lawrence Peter, 
Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, Senator Eugen,e 
McCarthy, Senator Eugene 

Watch for 
the eyes 

Parents and teachers should 
be alert to children's eye 
problems, says the U .S. Better 
Vision Institute. Symptoms to 
watch for are a child shutting or 
covering one eye, rubbing the 
eye frequently, stumbling or 
tripping over small objects and 
experiencing difficulty in 
reading. 

Forsey and the Premier and 
Minister of Education of 
Ontario. Art Linkletter has 
agreed to deliver a keynote 
address in Vancouver and 
several other personalities will 
be announced soon. 

Educational topics at 
Congress II will be of interest to 
academics and lay persons alike 
- researchers, administrators, 

· teachers, school board mem
bers, social and community 
agencies and educational 
organizations. 

Congress II comes as a result 
of the success of the First 
Congress held in Toronto last 
June. The First Congress on 
Education, sponsored by the 
Canadian School Trustees' 
Association, featured more 
than 300 presentations covering 
nearly 100 educational topics . 

In addition to hundreds of 
contributed papers, workshops 
and poster sessions, Congress II 
will feature free-wheeling 
luncheon discussion round
tables on two days, where small 
groups of delegates can zero in 
on common educational con
cerns. 

World's Finest Chocolate 
• Raise the funds 

to outfit a classroom 
or a schoolf ul of classrooms. 

The World's Fines( Chocolate Way. 
It's the way that's been proven 
successful time after time in school 
after school. World's Finest Choco
late has the best record of success 
in the fund raising field. Sales of 
this great-selling chocolate· have 
financed everything from · 
classroom teaching aids to tubas; 
it's bought special activity equip
ment, paid the way for student trips 

all over the world. Whatever your 
goal, we'll help you meet it. With 
personal, professional assistance. 
Sales aids. Control sheets. Planning 
charts. Finance reports. We've got 
the World's Finest Chocolate and 
the world's finest fund-raising 
team. And we're ready to put them 
to work for you right now. 

Ask about our "FREE TRIP TO SWITZERLAND" 

Call or contact: 
Carol Oss, Dept. B 
731 Valiquette St. Verdun, Quebec Tel. A/C 514-767-2776 


