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New chapters in Val d’'Or and Rouyn-Noranda

Head Table at Rouyn-Noranda Information Meeting. Centre lefi: Anne Usher,
Allianice Executive Committez Memeber; centre righu: Deborah Roytenbers, Comn-
munity Development Programme Assistant. Far left and right: Jennie Philbert and
Ron Diotte, co-chairs of chapter Steering Committee.

At packed meetings in Noranda on
February 7, and in Val d’Or on February
8, the English-speaking communities of
these two centres decided to set up
Alliance Quebec chapters.

““One of the main concerns in the
Rouyn-Noranda area is finding ade-
quate medical services in English, as well
as ensuring schooling in English,”’ says
Clark Lawton, a member of the Rouyn-
Noranda chapter Steering Committee.

Other members of the Rouyn-
Noranda Steering Committee include:
Mary Baker; Michael Iwanic; Nicola
Lawton; Bob McDonald; John
McLaughlin; and Elsie Sullivan.

In addition, committees have been
struck in the following areas: Youth;
Health and Social Services; Member-
ship; Communications; and Local
History.

Jenny Philbert, co-chair of the Val
d’Or chapter Steering Committee, says,
‘““Members of the English-speaking com-
munity here want to hold on to their
schools; want increased access to ser-
vices for youth and seniors at local
CLSC’s; and want to communicate bet-
ter with their local municipal govern-
ments.”’

Alliance goes back to Court on signs

The battle for the right to post bil-
ingual signs continues.

Lawyers for the five merchants in-
volved in the ¢‘Brown’s Shoes’ case
organized  and financed by Alliance
Quebec, went before the Court of Ap-
peal March 13.

The Quebec government appealed a
judgement rendered in that case by
Superior Court Judge Pierre Boudreault
last December. Judge Boudreault struck
down the unilingual signs provisions of
Bill 101 as incompatible with guarantees
of freedom of expression in the Quebec
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

The merchants involved in the
Alliance Quebec case are: Brown’s shoes
in St-Laurent; National Cheese in Ville

LaSalle; Lainages du Petit Mouton in
Pointe Claire; McKenna Flowers in
Montreal and Masson Tailors and
Cleaners in the East Island.

The lawyers acting for the five mer-
chants are Alan Hilton and Harvey
Yarosky. The basic thrust of their argu-
ment before the court is that to forbid
merchants to use other languages in ad-
dition to French on their signs is a viola-
tion of freedom of expression as defined
by the Quebec and Canadian Charters of
Rights and Freedoms. .

The Court of Appeal also heard the
‘“‘Devine-Singer’’ case on March 12. In
that case lawyers for Devine and Singer
argued for the right to post unilingual
English signs. Superior Court Judge Jac-

ques Dugas ruled in 1982 that the
freedom of expression clauses in the
Quebec Charter of Rights and Freedoms
did not cover the choice of language.
Devine and Singer appealed that deci-
sion.

Because of the confusion between the
two judgements, the new provincial
liberal government decided to proceed
with its appeal in the Brown’s Shoes case.
However, both Premier Bourassa and the
Minister of Justice Herbert Marx have
said they do not-expect to carry the ap-
peal to the Supreme Court.

The Court of Appeal usually takes
between three to six months to render a
decision.

Working with the new government

One of the key roles that Alliance
Quebec plays on behalf of English-
speaking Quebecers is to brief govern-
ment ministers and officials on the con-
cerns of the community.

At no time is this more essential than
when a new government comes to
power. ‘“We must ensure from the
beginning of the new government’s man-
date that the concerns raised by our
community are addressed in a com-
prehensive and positive way,’’ said the
Chairman of the Alliance, Casper
Bloom.

One of the first such meetings held by
the Alliance after the provincial election

was with Education Minister, Claude
Ryan. A major issue that Alliance
education committee members raised
with Mr. Ryan was access to English
schools. Notably, they pointed to pro-
blems experienced by parents who at-
tended bilingual schools, in enrolling
their children in English schools; parents
who moved to Quebec and whose
children received only kindergarten
education in English in another pro-
vince; and the refusal of the ‘‘Comission
d’appel sur la langue d’enseignement’’
to render decisions in cases based on the
Canada Clause.

The Alliance also stressed to Mr.

Ryan the need to find a just solution, for
the so-called ‘‘illegal’’ students in the
English school system, before the next
academic year.

The Alliance also urged Mr. Ryan to
reconsider the impact of implementing a
universal access clause, which would
allow English-speaking parents from
anywhere in the world to send their
children to English schools in Quebec.
“It is Alliance Quebec’s contention that
the universal clause would not pose a
linguistic threat to the French-speaking
community and moreover, such a
framework would help arrest the
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Other members of the Val d’Or
chapter Steering Committee are: Dale
Allan; Georges Cliche; Aline Collins; -
Ron Diotte (co-chair); Marnie Den-
nison; Mike Henderson; Glen Morton;
Yves Philbert; and Henry Walosik.

In Val d’Or, committees have been
struck in the following areas: Education,
Membership, Government Services,
Communications, and Cultural Issues.

At both the Rouyn-Noranda and Val
d’Or meetings, Alliance Executive Com-
mittee member Anne Usher and Assis-
tant Director of Community Develop-
ment Deborah Roytenberg were on hand
to represent Alliance Quebec. Gilles
Baril, M.N.A. for Rouyn-Noranda-
Témiscamingue, and Noranda Mayor
Eugéne Bédard attended the Noranda
meeting. The M.N.A. for Abitibi-est,
Raymond Savoie, attended the Val d’Or
meeting.

Anne Usher gave an overview of the
history, philosophy, goals and
achievements of the Alliance, and field-
ed questions from the audience.
Deborah Roytenberg discussed
organizational requirements, such as

election of chapter boards and member-
continued on page 2

INSIDE

Heritage Campus in the Outaouais has
been lobbying to achieve status as an in-
dependent CEGEP. For the story on the
Heritage Autonomy Campaign, turn to
page 4.

The C6te Nord Chapter has been suc-
cessful in obtaining an English section in
the local French-language CEGEP; turn
to page 8.

There is a unique resource guide on
the market for history of English-
speaking Quebec. For a lively account
on this new book, turn to Graeme
Decarie’s review on page 10.

Alliance Quebec has been lobbying
for increased health and social services
for English-speaking Quebecers, and for
the maintenance of the institutions pro-
viding those services. Shawbridge Youth
Centres is one such vital service to the
community. See story on page 4.

Alliance Quebec is looking at ways to in-
crease participation of members of the
English-speaking community in the
federal civil service within Quebec. The
Alliance’s Government Services Pro-
gramme has formed an ad-hoc committee
to study the problem. The committee
consists of representatives from three
federal government bodies. See inter-
views on page 5.







































