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Editorial 

ON GETTING 
INVOLVED 

ltJ arent participation is the cry of the 
1J-" moment in educational circles. 

Governments, teachers and school boards 
are all recognizing that parents must have 
a larger role to play in education. Some 
of this is, no doubt, due to the short
comings of the education budget and an 
appeal for volunteer help. There is, also, a 
recognition that a relevant education ne
cessitates co-ordination between the 
home, the community and the school. 

Whatever the reasons, the fact is there. 
New legislation will probably present an 
opportunity for parents to take a prac
tical part in the educational structure 
through the defined role of the School 
Committee. Home and School and 
P.T.A.'s will become the catalysts for the 
selection of members for this committee, 
will be a natural fount for parental 
opinion to the School Committee, and a 
means by which it can present to the 
parents the concerns of the school. 
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Where then do we, as individual parents, 
fit into education? The parent has the 
primary responsibility for his child's edu
cation. Education begins at home. The 
standards of healthy living, of morality, 
of community responsibility are set in the 
home. These are primarily and almost 
totally the responsibility of the parent. 
The results of this ~spect of education 
contribute in large part to the child's 
character and stability. It cannot be 
overemphasized. Too many parents to
day tend to delegate responsibility for 
these items to the school, the TV, or 
community organizations. But, much of 
this education is the direct result of 
parental example. Our own morality, our 
acceptance of community responsibi I ity, 
our way of living is assessed by our 
children, questioned by them, and ac
cepted or rejected. 

Parents, however, carry around their own 
'hang-ups', and many young people in the 
black and white world of youth, reject all 
the values of their parents because of 
our inconsistancies or rationalizations. 
Respect and understanding arise from 
honesty and respect on our part towards 
our children. Education truly begins at 
home, and parents must accept this basic 
fact before they can justly criticize other 
educational institutions. 

This does not imply that parents' must be 
ideal educators at home before they 
embark on participation in the school. 
Indeed, it is often easier to understand 
the needs of the child at home when one 
sees what is offered at the school. Far 
from complementing the education that 
the child has received at home, the school 
may even be adding to the frustrations 
and problems of the young child by 
demanding from him a response for 
which he is completely unprepared. 
Schools are usually oriented towards the 
mythical 'average child', whi~h makes it 
nearly impossible for any one child to 
receive the ideal education for his indivi
du~I development. The parent who re
alizes this and endeavours to co-ordinate 
the total education picture for his child 
improves the chances for the develop
ment of the child's total potential. 

The parent who never 'meets the teacher', 
who jumps on the 'leave education to the 
educators' bandwagon is doing his child a 
disservice. Many students who have 
breezed through elementary school with 
good reports, stumble on the high school 
doorstep or fall out of the technical or 
university programme. Why? Somewhere 
someone has failed to communicate. As 
the parent or guardian it is your respon
sibility to know who and where and 
when! 

Too many parents have looked upon the 
school, the principal's office or the 
School Board building as having doors 
beyond which they were not welcome. 
Home and School has worked long and 
hard to turn the key in the lock to open 
the way for constructive consultation and 
participation. Today, principals, boards 
and the department of education recog
nize the right of the parent to know what 
is happening to his child in the education 
system, and his right to object if he 
doesn't like it! The parent is the child's 
protector and , legal guardian. We must 
take responsibility for what happens to 
our children. 

As long as we have a God-given right to 
produce children, we have a God-given 
responsibility to look after them - at 
home, at school, and in the whole com
munity! Educators can help us educate 
our children, but they cannot do the job 
for us! 

Regulation 6 
Questionnaire. See 
page 9. 
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INNE.R 
CITY . 

by G. S. Conrod, B.Sc., M.Ed., Principal, 
Royal Arthur School, Montreal. 

q.;jhe past decade has witnessed a 
\!.I.phenomenal growth in society's 

awareness of our many social problems 
and much attention has been focused on 
the urban crisis. Cities grow, like ring
worm, in concentric circles. Eventually 
the center begins to decay, leaving 1ow
rent housing, poorly attended industries, 
filth and deprivation. The people who 
remain are poor. The -material gap be
tween their lives and those of the more 
fortunate ninety percent of our society 
widens with every price increase. 

Royal Arthur School serves a population 
where over thirty percent of the children 
have only one parent, where the average 
family income is less than three thousand 
dollars per annum, and where over fifty 
percent of the families are existing on 
social welfare. Many dwellings are 
without hot water, and bath tubs are 
sometimes a luxury. Toilets located on 
the landing are shared by two or more 
families in ancient buildings which are 
beyond repair. This pocket of poverty, La 
Petite Bourgogne, with its neglected 
homes, often vacant and boarded up, is 
contained by the harbour, the industries 
of Verdun, Ville Emard, LaSalle , the 
financial district, and the escarpment 
south of Dorchester Boulevard . 

Most of our society, involyed totally in 
their own affairs, are not aware that'<the 
area on the right,. looking out of the 
commuter train window, contains a 
wealth of human potential. 

Leading psychologists state that more 
children of above average intelligence and 
ability are found in the low income areas, 
than in all other classes of society, simply 
because there are more children here . 
Intel I igence, however, does not guarantee 
success. More money would help, but it is 
through education that we can look for 
more immediate and lasting changes in 
social conditions. 

If education is the instrument to era
dicate many of our social problems, why 
have we been slow to effect change? 
How does poverty affect the educational 
process and render it inadequate to many 
of the pupils in inner city schools? A 
higher incidence of mental retardation, 
emotional illness, poor physical health, 
hyperactivity and learning difficulties are 
the measurable features, but why? To 

answer this, perhaps we should center our 
attention on what poverty means to an 
individual, and how it will shape his very 
existence. 

Homans· are not peor because they 
choose. to be :so, bot o,ften they are born 
into a prison-.of poverty, escape from 
which seems impossible. 

Many, of course, take advantage of 
opportunities offered at present, and find 
their way out. We have all heard their 
stories, for the successes are well publi
cized. There is, however, another group 
who through no particular fault of their 
own, are predestined to a life of depriva
tion. Predestined, because they have been 
born under circumstances that present 
overwhelming odds against survival : let 
alone success. 

The poor, like all of humanity, love their 
children and wish for their success, enjoy 
cleanliness, appreciate good food, abhor 
violence, are warmed by laughter, and 
saddened by tears. But the stresses of life 
are distorted by poverty. Crises that are 
encountered occasionally by the middle 
and upper classes are common to the 
poor. They meet frequently with fi
nancial problems, disease, dissatisfaction, 
failure, noise, dirt, and death. And these 
endless battles leave their scars. 

The problem begins at conception. Statis
tically, the low income earner has poorer 
health, and a lesser chance of obtaining 
proper obstetrical care. There is a greater 
chance therefore, that the fetus will 
develop within an unhealthy mother, thus 
risking the possibility of embryological 
damage. 

Studies indicate that the first year of life 
is extremely important to an individual's 
physical and mental development. The 
child born into a large family, or into a 
situation where the mother is forced to 
leave her child in order to support herself, 
will not receive the hours of tactile 
stimulation, attention, and loving that are 
necessary for normal development. The 
toddler, who begins to explore his en
vironment, should be learning limits of 
safety and self-control, but often he does 
not receive the hours of guidance and 
patient explanation that are essential to 
the growth of his social skills and per
sonality . Working mothers, irritable 
fathers, whose patience has been spent in 
hours of dull and unstimulating work, 
combined with over-crowded and hazard
ous homes, can often provide only a tense 
and unstable atmosphere. 

., 
Because of these factors, many inner city 
children present themselves at school , 
w,ith poor social-skill de.velopment, poor 
irrtpulse-c·or:itrdl, ' and shor.t attent ion 
spans. Life has so far presented i..tsel'f as 
violent and chaotic, and the school with 
its middle class heritage:· only ctdds to. t he 
difficulties. w: · 

In offering a service to their inner city 
pupils, how can the school be more 
effective? How can the disadvantages be 
erased by a conscious and willing so
ciety? I feel strongly that society must 
first accept that these inequalities exist 
and then willingly offer more oppor
tunities to the inner city children. 

Head Start programmes for three and 
four year olds will help aug~ent the early 
stages of development. 

Lowering the .¢1ass si.z~ to fifteen~ fewer 
pupib wm · the tJaQber a ctiance to . 
cope with many handicaps of het 
students, 

Salaried Teacher's Aides, solicited from 
the community, and trained • by the 
teachers, can help to free the teacher 
from clerical and supervisory tasks, al
lowing more time to prepare, research 
and evaluate. Urban Renewal programmes 
must be increased as the move into new 
housing Js accompanied by noticable 
beneficial changes in the achievements of 
students. Increased social, psychiatric, 
psychological, and guidance services will 
help to identify and treat the many social 
and psychological problems. Free hot 
breakfast and lunch services will serve to 
lessen the gap in nourishment that is 
evident. Better medical and dental ser
vices will decrease the number of hours 
lost from school due to illness, dis
comfort and pain. More recreational 
facilities, educational trips, and cultural 
events will help the school offer more 
meaningful experiences to enrich the 
inner city child's life. 

"I think· the optimum pupil-teo<:her rQtio 

ought to be 20 to 1... twenty teo<:hers 

to one student :' 

Special training for inner city teachers is 
needed to help understand poverty and 
assist them to become more effective in 
their endeavours. A closer relationship 
between the school and the community is 
necessary to draw all concerned with the 
educational process, teacher, parent and 
pupil into a viable team . 



Some of what we are requesting is pre
sently being granted by the school com 
missions serving the inner city . All of the 
above suggestions require an increased 
expenditure at a time when educational 
costs are coming under the scrutiny of 
governments and taxpayers alike. Because 
the problems are social in nature, the 
costs must be shared by other govern
mental departments .... 

Before any of the material needs re
quested can be of use, the essential factor 
is personnel. Apart from being a com
petant professional, the inner city teacher 
must be committed to the frustrating and 
seemingly impossible mission of equaliz
ing opportunities and effectively eradicat
ing poverty . 

THE PSBGM AND THE 
INNER-CITY SCHOOLS 

by A. D. Talbot, B.A., District Superin
tendent, District No. 3, Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal. 

'll n recent years the Protestant 
<:l1 School Board of Greater Montreat 

has been increasingly concerned with the 
needs of inner-city schools such as Royal 
Arthur, and a good many improvements 
have _already taken place, with more to 
come. Last November, for example, 
$112,500 was voted for various special 
projects in mid-town schools, an addition 
to the large sums being routinely spent 
from month to month . 

Impetus to improvement was given by the 
Inner-City Schools Committee, which 
deliberated and investigated during the 
1968-1969 school year. Consisting of 
school people (a Board member , admin
istrators. and teachers), of parents and of 
social workers, the committee made its 
final report in June, 1969, with 19 
specific recommendations. Fifteen of 
these recommendations have been, par
tially or completely, already imple
mented . 

* Class size remains a major concern. 
In some schools - notably Royal Arthur 

· and Lorne - the pupil-teacher ratio is 
well below the average, but further 
advance is difficult. At the moment the 
provincially-regulated ratio is 27: 1 for 
Grades I to V 11, resulting in classes over 
30. When a school such as Royal Arthur 
has fewer pupils per teacher, the dif
ference must be made up elsehwere . And 
how? 

This is undoubtedly a real dilemma. 
Teachers in inner-city schools, I am con• 
vinced, have in general a more difficult 
task than those in more favoured areas, as 

a result of more numerous behaviour 
problems and learning difficulties and of 
the relatively lower educational back
ground of the children . Relief will come 
when the provinc.ial department permits a 
lower pupil -teacher ratio for inner-city 
schools. 

* Development of an internship pro· 
gram in inner-city schools for student 
teachers is now under way . This, we 
hope, will ,result in a supply of teachers 
interested in teaching in the mid-town 
area . 

* Pre-Kindergarten classes (for 4-year 
olds), so necessary for ,the cognitive and 
social development of culturally-disad
vantaged children, have been set up in 
Royal Arthur, Lorne, and Devonshire 
Schools. 

• In-service training for inner-city, 
teachers is being offered. 

* New reading programs have been put 
into five innet-city schools, including 
Royal Arthur . This is an expensive, but 
evidently worthwhile, individualized pro
gram, which it is hoped will help to close 
the reading gap. 

* The task of upgrading schools build· 
ings - Herculean and continuous - is 
going on. Royal Arthur has had the front 
of the building renovated, Lorne has 
received a new, large library, Devonshire 
has had its play areas carpeted . At Royal 
Arthur, at the moment of writing, ap
proximately $15,000 is being spent on 
upgrading resource cent res, audio-visual 
fac il ities, and the library. Similar sums -
with similar purposes - are being spent at 
the High School of Montreal and Baron 
Byng High School. Plans are underway to 
improve libraries in Bancroft and Edward 
V 11 Schools. 

* In schools where it is necessary , 
special teachers and equipment are pro• 
vided to teach English to New Canadians. 

* A fund to assist in field trips for 
enrichment purposes is available to inner
city schools. 

* Another social worker is being en
gaged by the Board, with Royal Arthur 
particularly in mind. 

* Subsidized bus transportation is 
provided for Royal Arthur and Lorne 
pupils attending the High School of 
Montreal. 

• A mobile reading clinic is being 
developed, to begin operation at inner
city schools before the end of the current 
school year. 

• A summer school for enrichment is 
available for pupils of inner-city schools. 

Much remains to be done, but not only 
by the Board . With education its rightful 
field, a school board cannot - and cannot 
afford to - usurp the functions of com
munity and social agencies, and of the 
three levels of government . Cooperation 
among all seryices is essential for more 
rapid progress. 

ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
May 14-15, 1971. 

1'1!'~is _year, ,or\he_ first time, w,e ha~e 
\!!I. rnv1ted our Enghs~ ,Roman ,CathgJ1c 

friends to join with us in a Conference for 
all, anct they have ac.cepted. So it wm be a 
combined ~ffort, with separation-only for 
the Business Meeting$. This is a tre
mendous break-through., Catholics and 
non-Catholics have planned together what 
VJe all hope will be a pro,gram both 
interesting and useful as we pursue our 
common goals for the education of 

· Quebec's children. 

The Conference will be held in the Hall 
Building of Sir George Williams Univer
sity, 1435 Maisonneuve Blvd., Montreal. 
01,1ebec Federation's business meeting 
will be on Friday afternoon, March 14, 
when the reports, resolutions and elec
tions will be dealt with, together with the 

' presentation of the Buzzell and Presi· 
dent's awards. 

On Friday evening there w il l be a series ot 
discussion ,seminars, on topics of majQr 
interest, witb many well-l(nown people 
participating. On Saturday moming, May 
16th, the ,Mini$ter of Educ:irtion. lVlr. Guy 
Saint-Pierre will addrt,ss ttt• m~ting, and 
thert wilt follow a dki::u»i9n on Engltsh 
lam.,u• educatiOn, the ' impUcations. bf 
8iH 63. Regulati<in 6, amt qtfter perti~~t 
~attitr$. A •star,st~d~ pa11e1 wm flancµe 
this'-vhal topic:;. 0ur next'. .iss,~ will be-a 
special ,CONFEREN.CE){SSlfE~ and wm. 
be PQbfi$h€d on ~ . 1st, and wJ{t gJve an 
the details. Mqke sure. yQis attend: · ·· 

. ., ,\ 

" 

TEL.: 866-7858 

H. R. TUCKER l TD. 
General Insurance 

485 McGILL ST. 
MONTREAL, QUE. 

G.E. Buch J .G. Turnbull 
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STUDENT COUNCIL TAKES INITIATIVE 
c7l'rhe following two articles outline a 
Wconference that took place last Fall, 

and which led to an active and meaning
ful year for students, parents and teachers 
at John Rennie High School. We print it 
at this time as an M1dication of one way 
by which better communication between 
these three groups may be attained at the 
local level, and hope that the suggestions 
will provide means for other student 
councils and Home & Schools to start off 
next year with an-active program. 

JOHN RENNIE'S STUDENT COUNCIL 
WEEKEND CONFERENCE AT CAMP 
TAMARACOUTA 

by Robin Cappuccino, President of the 
John Rennie High School Student 
Council 

The Students' Council of John Rennie 
High School found itself faced this year 
with the challenge faced by all student 
councils, that of presenting and carrying 
out a programme most suited to better 
the plight of the students it represents in 
a meaningful, relevant and positive 
fashion. To meet this challenge success
fully, it was determined, three things had 
to be accomplished. (a) an intensive study 
was needed to learn exactly what was the 
plight of the student in our school and 
what were the problem areas upon which 
action should be taken (b) once these 
problem areas were isolated, a course of 
action that would remedy each situation 
had to be carefully developed, and {cl 
student council representatives, if they 
were expected to work together in any 
meaningful way they had to be given the 
opportunity to get to know one another. 

You'll 

Enjoy Shopping 

at All 3 Stores 

You'll enjoy shopping at 
Simpson's ... Downtown, 
Fairview, and Anjou! , Big
store assortments and ser
vices are yours for home 
and family - every item 
is backed by Simpsons• 
guarantee: Satisfaction or 
Money Refunded. 

DOWNTOWN 

FAIRVIEW POINTE-CLAIRE 

LES GALER I ES D' AN JOU 

ALL3STORES 
OPEN THURSDAY AND . 

FRIDAY NIGHTS UNTIL 9 

I/ ... _ 
4Al/11f'~ C/11/NBI DtJNT 6hJD, 
~ ~JIUflJ.ATE 'YOIJIP 'IE$rt:MD$ ... " 

After much deliberation and debate it 
was decided that a Student Council Week
end Conference best suited thE: Council's 
needs. And so 50 student council mem
bers from Grades 7-11, 4 teachers, 1 
Home & School President and 1 principal, 
found themselves two weeks later, breath
ing in the clean air of Camp T amaracouta 
as participants in John Rennie's first 
Student Council Conference. 

The conference program consisted of an 
orientation period, general meetings, 
films, study and action group meetings. 
The orientation, Friday evening, took the 
form of an informal discussion about the 
goals of the conference, and the problems 
posed by students upon which the 
Students' Council might have some in
fluence. At the general meeting the next 
morning, after the showing of the films 
"No Reason to Stay" and "Summerhill" 
dealing with the dropout problem and the 
free-school concept, the discussion of 
problem areas was continued. 

The major problems dealt with were 
student friendship and communications, 
boring classes, unclear and unfair dis
cipline practices, the running of student 
council meetings, the avail-ability of 
student guidance and emergency informa
tion, and student awareness of school 
activities. 

That afternoon, study groups were 
formed in each of the problem areas. 
They were to examine the problem in 
detail and present possible solutions and 
remedies. Ten groups were set up to meet 
in two periods of approximately an hour 
and a half each . 

The solutions these groups came up with 
wer~ imaginative and, for the most part, 
practical. They were discussed in the 
form of resolutions at the general meeting 
Sunday morning. The resolutions passed 
formed the basis of student council pro
gram for this year. 

The major resolutions were the establish
ment of a student information and 
guidance centre, the initiation of a school 
beautification project, the production of 
a student council newspaper, dealing with 
education, the initiation of a pre-school 
project whereby speakers and workshops 
will be presented by the students, for the 
students on their free time, the beginning 
of regular "round-table" meetings with 
teachers to discuss curricula and student
teacher relations, the beginning of similar 
"round-table" meetings with parents to 
discuss the family, student-parent rela
tions, and their relationship to the school, 
the holding of a poll questioning students 
on the free-school project, curricula, dis
cipline, and other aspects of school life, 
and other resolutions c~ncerning student 
council effectiveness an<' efficiency. 

After the general meetings "action com
mittees" were established to carry out the 
resolutions upon the return to the school. 

As the conference came to a close and 
evaluation took place, Sunday afternoon, 
representatives agreed that in terms of 
work done and program planned they had 
taken part in one of the most far
reaching, productive, and _potentially in
fluential activities ever held by the John 
Rennie Student Council. 

Although the planning, working and 
staging of the conference was of necessity 
done by interested students, the parti
cipation of the four teachers, Miss Jack, 
Miss Gaunce, Mme. Rolet, and Mr. 
Buchanan, Home & School President Mrs. 
Haden, and principal, Mr. Jared, proved 
to be very valuable. In addition to serving 

Students who know 

what's happen mg today 

make better citizens tomorrow. 

ihe fflontreol Stor 



as official chaperones, they were able to 
share their respective ideas, opinions and 
experiences in a positive way. The par
ticipation of representatives from all parts 
of the school community (parents, 
teachers, administrators and students) as 
with most John Rennie activities, offered 
the opportunity to--- develop improved 
understanding, co-operation and co
ordination of activities between groups. 

Needless to say, a gathering of 50 teen
agers would not have been a gathering of 
50 teenagers without the wee-hour cabin 
mids, sing-a-longs, tomfoolery, games and 
pure fun enjoyed by all. 

The task now before the Council is to 
continue to put the resolutions into 
action and to broaden and strengthen the 
feeling of brotherhood and community 
developed by the Students' Council, in 
working to prepare a program that will 
change for the better the plight of the 
students in our high school. 

COMMENTS ON THE JOHN RENNIE 
STUDENT COUNCIL WEEKEND CON
FERENCE 

by Mrs. C. Haden, President, John Rennie 
Home & School Association 

When John Rennie Student Council took 
the plunge, voted itself a Weekend Con
·ference at Camp Tamaracouta and invited 
Home & School along - I went. 

Led by an active Executive, anxious to 
coordinate student opinion about school 
and eager to contribute to the improve
ment of their own school, they needed 
time to sort out their ideas and come up 
with specific Student Council policies for 
the year. (One hour's meeting a week 
between last bell and the 4:30 bus offers 
fledgling democrats little time for policy
making). 

I joined them - some fifth Class Repre
sentatives from Grades 7 to Grade 11, 
with their Staff Advisor and three 
teacher-chaperones - after they had 
spent Friday evening and Saturday 
morning seeing films about problems in 
education and tossing together points of 
view, complaints and suggestions about 
their own school and each other. Through 
till Sunday afternoon (with a little con
cession to sleep in the small hours), in 
discussion groups on specific aspects of 
school life, Student Friendship and Ac
tivities, Communications, Boring Classes, 
Free School Programs, School Beautifica
tion - or in incidental "rapping" punc
tuated by chomping on apples or dough
nuts these students ran a tight con
fere~ce with a relaxed technique, and 

came up with enough projects and ideas 
for their school to keep them busy 
through several years of office. 

¥Miu Quinn, send this meuoge down to the 

locol rodlo stotlon ... I wont to molte sure 

e,,.,y student In school hears It ! •• 

At meeting before school started, staff, 
students and Home & School had agreed 
that close collaboration would make for 
increased understanding and improve 
morale. (Getting close to student opinion 
and plans at this Conference widened my 
comprehension of students' attitudes to 
school and especially to each other.) The 
students are the first to acknowledge that 
increased kindliness and inter-action 
between seniors and juniors, between the 
"freaks" and the "squares", the "heads" 
and the "juicers" is the first requisite for 
improved morale and a happier school. 

The second requisite would be to offer 
unjaded tolerance to and open-ended 
interest in the kids from their adults, 
backed up by readiness to give help, no 
matter how prosaic it may seem to be, 
when the kids need and want it . Speaking 
personally, I suppose that apart from 
minor skills contributed towards dirty 
dishes, a slow bonfire and a shiner 
acqu1red by headlong flight over a piece 
of the Laurentians left lying path-wise, 
the most valid contribution I made to the 
Students' Conference was simply to go 
there and join in. 

If it is true that the students are in
creasingly aware of the role of the parents 
through Home & School, it may be that 
the following "pebble" started the 
ripples . . . 

"D'ye wanna pass the milk? You a 
teacher? " 

"No". 

"Then why're y'here?" 

"Hey! Get this! Somebody's come from 
Home & School! " 

"I U~E 71/IF MY 7NiS 7'1#4 a:,,,~ 
,l,'AS~~IN~_,_ .. 

CANADIAN HOME & SCHOOL goes to 
the CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 

Inn March 16th, Mrs. - DOREEN 
WRICHTER, and Mr. SOL CUKIER

MAN accompanied a delegation from 
Canadian Home & School to request from 
Mr. Gerard Pelletier, Federal Minister of 
Cultural Affairs, funds to support a 
broadening program for Canadian Home 
& School. The funds would be used to 
open the way for French-speaking parents 
to participate more fully in Canadian 
Home & School, and to bring larger repre
sentation· from the provinces to the 
Annual Meeting of the National body . 

The delegation was unique in that it 
included members of parliament from all 
provinces a~d from all political parties, 
and the request from Canadian Home & 
School was given very favourable recep
tion. Mr. Pelletier favours volunteer or
ganizations and expressed the opinion 
that such organizations usually spend 
their monies more efficiently than 
government-run attempts to do similar 
jobs. The members of parliament present 
also expressed surprise at the amount of 
work which the Canadian Home & School 
Federation has been able to carry out 
within its limite; budget. 

This meeting was held as a result of 
Quebec Federation leadership at the mid
term meeting of Canadian Home & 
School and hopefully will be the first step 
towards giving the Canadian Federation a 
more meaningful role to play in the 
Home & School structure. 

Oak School benches or chairs for 
Sale at $1.50 and $2.00. Call Mrs. 
Peter Higgenbottom: 263-4594. 
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THE 
McLENNAN 
TRAVELLING 
LIBRARY 

'll t is matter of concern to some that 
~with all the recent publicity about 

the plight of the Mclennan Travelling 
library very few associations, or mem
bers contacted Federation to ask if any
thing was being done to support the 
Travelling Library's plea for the re• 
instatement of their grant. 

While Quebec Federation and a very few 
associations did write to the Minister of 
Cultural Affairs some months ago regis
tering their concern, there was no further 
request for pressure from the locals. 

Are our memories so short? Miss Kay 
Clynes, Director of the Travelling Library 
was for a number of years Federation's 
Committee Chairman for Children's 
Reading and Libraries. During this time 
she worked long and hard supply locals 
with library lists, and information on 
starting school libraries and improving 
those that already existed . 

It strikes us as odd that the locals of 
Home & School can raise over $10,000 
for the St. Leonard children's education 
and yet apparently could not care less 
about a service which has for ye{'lrs made 
available to children, both English and 
French, library services in the rural areas 
at a minimal cost . 

In the past twelve years area represen
tatives from the more distant parts of the 
province have expressed concern about 
their school libraries, and referred in 
glowing terms to the excellent service of , 
the Mclennan Travelling Library. 

Agreed, that it has been stated that the 
Travelling Library's grant is to be re
instated (but they haven't got it yet, and 
they are at a standstill until°it is received) . 
Are there no loca l associations or indi
viduals in our Federation who would not 
subscribe to a special fund to make a firm 
substantial donation to Miss Clynes, on 
behalf of the Mclennan Travelling 
Library , to show we are not indifferent to 
the fine serv ice the Library has given and 
can and will give to the children of th is 
province? 

Where do you stand? 

FRONTIER LODGE 
On Lake Wallis 

(Eastern Townships) 

CHILDREN'S CAMPS 
Ages: 8-11 

July 4 · 17 
July 18- 31 

GIRLS' CAMP 
Ages: 11-16 

August l · 14 

BOYS'CAMP 
Ages: 11-16 

August 15 • 28 

FEE: 
S55.00 for two weeks, 
including Registration . 

ALL SPORTfNG FACILITI ES AVAILABLE. 
COMPLETELY QUALI F IED STA FF. 

In Montreal 
676-5923 

PHONE: 
In Sherbrooke 

562-0026 

OR WRITE TO: 
Mr. J . Kass 

I 17 Brock Crescent 
Poin te Claire Que. 



Regulation No. 6 

WHEREAS pursuant to section 2 of the Edu
cation Department Act ( Revised Statutes, 1964, 
chapter''233). enacted by section 1 of the Act to 
promote the French language in Quebec (1969, 
chapter 9), the Minister of Education shall take 
the measures necessary to have the curricula. 
made or approved for educational institutions and 
the examinations which confirm them, ensure a 
working knowledge of the French language to 
children to whom instruction is given in the En
glish language ; 

WHEREAS such measures have consequent
ial effects on the actual pedagogical organization 
of elementary and secondary schools ; 

WHEREAS it is expedient, under the cir
cumstances, to make a regulation for such pur
poses. 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION ENACTS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The present regulation applies to pu
pils of the elementary and secondary 
levels whose parents or the persons 
acting in their stead have requested, 
at the time of their enrolment, that 
they be given the courses in the En
glish language. 

Section 2. French, as a second language, is 
compulsory for the six (6) years of 
the elementary level for all pupils 
affected by the present regulation. 

Section 3. French, as a second language, is 
compulsory for the five (6) years of 
the secondary level for all pupils af
fected by the present regulation. 

Section 4. The French language will, progressi
vely, become the teaching language 
for other subjects at the elementary 
and the secondary levels, for all pu
pils affected by the present regula
tion. Educational experiments, coor
dinated by the Department of Edu
cation, shall be carried out prior to 
the general implementation of this 
measure. 

Section 5. All pupils affected by the present re
gulation shall undergo, towards the 
end of their elementary studies, a 
proficiency test in French, simulta
neously with the service tests pro
vided under Regulation number 2 of 
the Minister of Education. 

REGULATtON 6 

Section 6. In order to obtain a secondary school 
leaving certificate. all pupils affected 
by the present regulation must pass 
both an oral test and a written test 
relating to the program of French as 
a second language, for Secondary V. 

Section 7. The present regulation shall come in
to force on the 1 st of September 
1971. In the case of pupils aged se
ven years or those in grade two, sec
tion 2 applies as of the 1st of Sep
tember 1972. In the case of pupils 
aged six years who have started 
grade one in September 1971, the 
Minister may authorize a school 
board-to postpone application of sec
tion 2 for a period of one year pro
vided the said school board takes 
the necessary measures so as to per
mit such pupils to achieve the object
ives of the program of French as a 
second language before the end of 
the elementary level. School boards 
shall take appropriate measures to 
allow pupils from outside Quebec to 
prepare, if necessary, for the tests 
required under section 6. Moreover, 
the Minister of Education shall issue 
directives specifying the terms of 
application of section 4. 

Explanatory Notes 
Section 2 

At present, the teaching of French as a se
cond language starts officially in grade three 
(Handbook for Protestant Teachers, 1966) and 
in grade four (Course of-Study, English Catholic 
Elementary Schools). School boards can, how
ever, obtain permission from the Department to 
start teaching the second language at an earlier 
stage ; several school boards have availed them
selves of this possibility in recent years. 

For schools which now comply with the re
quired minimum, section 2 of the proposed re
gulation represents an allerage increase of 20 
per cent of the schedule devoted to the second 
language ( 12 per cent for Protestant schools, 29 
per cent for Catholic schools). 

The teaching program decided upon is the 
"Core Programme in French as a Second Lan
guage - Elementary I - VI", which has already 
been approved by the Catholic and Protestant 
Committees of the Superior Council of Education. 
Moreover, the Elementary and Secondary Educa
tion Branch has prepared, in cooperation with 
the Instructional Media Service, an exhaustive 
educational guide as a temporary solution to the 
lack of didactic material for children ranging in 
age from 6 to 7. Other audio-visual methods are 
being prepared by the lnstru'ctional Media Ser
vice. 

Implementation of this new program should 
be completed by 1977. Hence all pupi Is promoted 
to the Secondary course, beginning with 1977, 
will have reached the objectives of this program. 
It is flexible enough however to allow school 
boards which are unable, in September 1971. to 
introduce the teaching of French as a second 
language in grade I to obtain permission to post
pone doing so provided they catch up with the 
delay by adjusting their schedule in subsequent 
years. 

Section 3 

Teaching French as second language was 
already compulsory for all Secondary grades in 
English-Protestant and English-Catholic schools. 
It is only since 1968. as a result of the standar
dization of certificate regulations for English
speaking and French-speaking pupils. that French 
as a second language has become optional in the 
fifth year of the Secondary course (as was En
glish as a second language for French-speaking 
pupils). The object of section 3 is to reinstate the 
former conditions. 

Enforcement of this section will coincide 
with the generalization of the new program of 
French as a second language "Core. Programme 
in French as a Second Language - Secondary 
I - V" which has already been approved by 
the denominational committees of the Superior 
Council of Education. It has the following cha
racteristics : 

systematic apprenticeship of linguistic 
skills concentrated during the first three 
years of the Secondary course ; 

the last two years devoted to working in 
the second language ; 

an experiment initiated in Secondary IV, 
with a course based on present-day Que
bec; 

a slow stream maintained for every g ·ade 
of the Secondary course ; 

two additional options in Secondary V : 
an accelerated stream and a course in 
business French. 

To ensure immediate implementation of cer
tain parts of .this program for pupils who have 
already started the Secondary course, the Ele
mentary and Secondary Education Branch has 
prepared an Implementation guide. 

This general program will be revised before 
1977 in order to take into consideration pupils 
who have followed the new elementary program. 

Section 4 

In order to devote more time to the French 
language, school boards shall progressively in
troduce French as a teaching language for other 
subjects in the Elementary and Secondary cour
ses. Educational experiments, coordinated by the 
Department, shall be conducted prior to the ge
neral implementation of this measure. 

These experiments shall be carefully super-
vised, so as to establish : 

the subjects best suited to this instruction 
at the most appropriate grade : 

the prerequisite knowledge of French re
quired for pupils ; 

- . the didactic material needed ; 

- the training required by the teaching per-
sonnel. 

These experiments will be carried out with 
the Department of Education ( Elementary and 
Secondary Education Branch and Educational Re
search Institute). Expenses incurred by these ex
periments will come under the heading "Research 
by school boards". 

7 
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Study will be made of several methods : · 

a) "Immersion in the French language" in 
kindergarten and at the beginning of the 
Elementary course with progressive in
troduction of the English language. Di
dactic meti1ods and material however 
will be prepared keeping in mind that it 
is the second language. This means that 
written French will be introduced only 
when the pupil- has acquired sufficient 
knowledge of the spoken language . 
There shall be no use of material desi
gned for French-speaking pupils who 
start school already equipped with lin
guistic structures and a large vocabulary. 
Similarly, didactic material prepared 
for the initiation to Logic of Mathema
tics must be designed while keeping 1n 
mind it is intended for use in a second 
language. 

b) Following the same procedure as given 
above in paragraph : (a) apprenticeship 
begins (reading and writing) in the pu
pil 's mother tongue. 

c) In addition to the teaching of French as 
a second language, one or more subjects 
will be taught in French in the Elemen
tary and the Secondary courses. 

d) Teaching of the French language is con
centrated in the Secondary course when 
pupils have acquired a sound basic 
knowledge of French as a second lan
guage. 

Section 5 

Essentially, this test will bear upon aural 
comprehension of the spoken language and the 
ability to speak and read. It can be compared 
with the service tests for mathematics and mo
ther tongue which are being given at this level. 
This is not a promotion examination but a test 
to determine how effective programs and methods 
are and to help rate the pupils when they start 
the Secondary course. 
Section 6 

The same remarks given for section 3 apply 
for this section : 

a) tests for French as a second language 
were no longer compulsory in Grade XII 
and Fifth Year High ; 

b) in order to adopt the same policy as the 
French sector where there was only one 
written examination in English as a se
cond language, a single test (written or 
oral) was required since 1968 in French 
as a second language. 

The purpose of section 6 is to make man
datory successful written and oral tests, and both 
will be considered as a single examination at the 
level of Secondary V (with, eventually, the pos
sibility of converting the scores). 

The norms for tests in French as second 
language will be upgraded and progressively mo
dified to correspond with the introduction of 
measures provided under sections 2, 4 and 5. 

Section 7 

Application procedures proposed for section 
2 are those given in paragraph (a) of section 4. 
With regard to section 4, application procedures 
shall be settled once results are available concern
ing experiments carried out under th is section. 

PROPOSED MEASURES TO BE TAKEN BY THE QUEBEC DEPARTMENT 

OF EDUCATION WITH RESPECT TO THIS REGULATION 

Generally, these measures apply as much 
to English as a second language as to French as 
a second language. 

Encourage professional improvement and 
retraining for teachers who are at present 
in service . 

Facilitate exchanges of personnel between 
French and English-language schools . 

Take incentive measures so that a greater 
number of French-speaking students be
come specialists in the teaching of French 
as a second language, in addition to other 
subjects, in institutions where French is 
the second language. 

Take incentive measures so tllat a greater 
number of English-speaking students be
come specialists in the teaching of En
glish as a second language. 

- Invite French-language universities to de
velop their didactic programs in French 
as a second language. 

Invite English-language universities to· de
velop their didactic programs in English 
as a second. language. 

Encourage applied research in the field 
of teaching French and English as second 
languages. Among priority objectives, an 
operational definition should be formu
lated particularly for the "working know
ledge" concept through inquiries concern
ing the description of linguistic duties 

and the definition of competency levels 
in the communicating act . 

Have the teaching of English as a second 
language start uniformly in Grade V. 

Make this teaching general in Second
ary V. 

- Revise programs and tests of English as 
a second language in order to give a 
greater importance to oral communication 
( understanding and speaking). 

- Supply the school boards, through Edu
cational Developpement Officers. with 
teaching assistance in the implementa
tion of new programs, particularly in the 
elementary course, and with these school 
boards probe the recruiting criteria for 
personnel (grouping of pupils, team ins
truction), which allow optimum utilization 
of human resources. 

Encourage apprenticeship in understand
ing the written language by having school 
libfaries include a section of works writ
ten in the second language, carefully 
chosen to suit the level of interest and 
linguistic ability of the pupils. 

In cooperation with agencies concerned, 
take steps to improve the pupils' motiva
tion with regard to second languages : 
personal exchanges, exchanges of school 
groups, exchange of letters between pu
pils of different schools, prizes and 
awards. 

EDUCATION MINISTER GUY SAINT 
PIERRE speaks frankly with Presidents 
of Home & School Associations from the 
Montreal areas at a meeting on March 
15th. The meeting was organized by the 
Montreal District Council and gave the 
presidents an opportunity to question Mr. 
Saint-Pierre on Regulation 6 and on the 
proposed legislation for the Island of 
Montreal. Many questions were asked and 
the Minister extended the time of the 
meeting to answer them as clearly as 
possible. 

I 



LETTER TO MONTREAL STAR 
from Mrs. Richter 

Home & School Federation will make 
new study of views on French teaching 

Sir, - In an article concerning 
Regulation 6, under the heading of 
"P a r e n t s favor more French in 
Schools'' (Feb. 4), I was qupted as 
saying "not a single solitary parent 
has spoken out against Regulation No. 
6". I would like to clarify this state
ment, and at the same time elaborate 
a little on the position of the Quebec 
Federation of Home & School Associa
tions with regard to the teaching of 
French in English-language schools. 

The quotation you used was in an
swer to the question asked by your 
reporter, "Have you }Jad any _paren~ 
call you to object to Regulation 6? 
The answer was a truthful one at that 
time. Further, I had visited several 
schools, had had an executive meeting 
and a board meeting subsequent to the 
announcement of the regulation, and 
no objections had been brought to my 
attention. 

Since the publication of the article, 
I have heard from several parents and 
half a dozen associations who have 1 

taken exception to the regulation, and 
particularly to Mr. Saint - Pierre's 
stated objective of 40 per: cent French 
in English-language schools by 1977. 
Many of the objections are well taken, 
such as the fact that with such a large 
percentage of the courses being given 
in the French-language, this could 
change -the character of the school it
self. Other objections concern the 
availability of staff for such a pro
gram in so short a time. But, although 
there are objections of this nature, 
most of these are prefaced by the 
desire ior an improvenment in the 
teaching of the French:language to 
our children. 

The federation has, through a brief 
to the Gendron c o m m i s s i o n, and 
through recommendations to the de
partment of education by resolutions 
passed at its last annual meeting, ad
vocated a flexibility in the French pro
grams to be made available to the 
English-language community. Such a 
flexibility would appear to be possible 
through Regulation 6, provided it is 
interpreted as it seems to read. Sec-

tion 4 is the one with which most 
parents are concerned. It states that 
"the French lahguage will, progres
sively, become the teaching language 
for other subjects at the elementary 
and secondary levels, for all pupils 
affected by the present regulation". 
Taken in the context of Bill 63, of 
which this is a regulation, one would 
interpret this as meaning that the pro
gr~ssion would be limited by the fac
tor of how much of the instruction can 
be in the French-language and still 
offer English-language education as an 
option for parents to choose. 

Mr• Saint-Pierre's suggested 40 per 
cent seems high, but the fact remains 
that many parents would like to see 
this much 

I 
French offered in our 

schools. Based on questionnaires which 
have been sent out in the past three 
years concerning French-language in
struction in our schools, the obvious 
answer seems to be that an improve
ment in the second-language teaching 
is demanded by almost' all parents 
unanimously, but that demands for ad
ditional opportunities for using French 
in the school vary considerably from 
one area of the province to another, 
and indeed from one school area to 
another within the island of Montreal. 

Since Section 4 adds that experi
mental work will be done prior to the 
general implementation of this mea
sure, it seems reasonable to expect 
that a vari~ty of courses and areas of 
study will be tried for their usefulness 
as additional means for the acquiring 
of a working knowledge of the French 
language. It would be our position 
then that the local areas could select 
from this varied program those sub
jects which were desired by the stu
dents and parents in that area, with ~ 
great deal of the consider~tion depend
ent upon the availability of qualified 
teaching staff to carry it through. 

As with many of the bills and regu
lations that come from government 
these days, much depends oq the in
terpretation and implementation of the 
regulations into action. The federation 
does intend to make a more detailed 
study of the desires of the parents 
with respect to the •implementation of 
the regulation, and to submit this to 
the minister of education. 

Doreen Richter, President, 
QFHSA, Montreal. 

REGULATlON 6 Ques_tionnaire 

Please st1;.1dy Regulation 6, and Explana
tory Notes, and Mrs. Richter's letter to 
the Montreal Star, printed herewith and 
answer the foffow1ng .questions by April 
16, 1971. 

1. 1$ there anything in Mrs. Richter's 
letter wit,h whi~h you cannot agree.? 

2. fs there anything in 'tt:ie--te)(.t of Regula• 
tion 6 and Explanatory Not~ which you 
would like clarified or modified? 

Pl~se s~od your cqmments to Mrs. A, 
Ctompton, Secretary, · Better French 
Commtttee, 32 Campbell Avenue, 
Montreaj Z63, Que. , · 
DEADLINE - April 15, 1971 . 1 

FROM~ Name ... . ""': • ..... . ......... 
Address .. . . , . , . . . . . . . . .. . ........ . 

I belong to ... . . . . .. .......... • • . • • _ 
Home & ~hool Association. 

Que~ Federation of Home & School 
Associations 
4795 St. Catherine St. W, , 
Montreal. 215, Que. 

9 
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FROM THE 
LOCALS: 

any of the locals have at the request 
of the teachers' associations held 

information meetings for parents re
garding the teachers position on re
classification and acquired rights. 

MEADOWBROOK'S February meeting 
dealt with the question "Is our school 
obsolete?" . Panellists were principals, 
Mr. E. Newsome of Rosedale, Mr. G. L. 
Wood of Riverview and Miss Johannsson 
of Merton, - the moderator was Dr. 
Lorne Hamilton of the Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal. 

SEIGNIORY's January meeting was a 
girls gymnastic display and their February 
meeting was on "You, Your School 
Board, and Your Child's School Pro
gram". This association has allocated its 
funds for reference books for the school 
I ibrary, tecnati It screens for two class
rooms not previously equipped, art 
supplies to supplement those available 
through regular school funds and a bass 
xylophone to complete the set of Orff 
instruments. 

ST. LAMBERT's January Bulletin was by 
far the most comprehensive seen for a 
long time covering Educational Fi
nancing, reports from the schools in the 
area, the importance of art and music 
instruction, the school for exceptional 
children, and those with learning disabil 
ities, and announcement of a series of 
seminars in April on "The Challenge of 
the Adolescent - a seminar for parents". 

The newly affiliated McCAIG School in 
Rosemere keeps its members and the 
community well informed by bulletins. 
Realizing that you cannot please every
one all the time, this associations 
February programme was broken up into 
several topics taking place concurrently in 
different rooms in the school. An ex
tremely good idea which others may wish 
to follow. 

SOMER LED has been using volunteer 
French-speaking mothers to help with 
trench conversation during school hours 
for the grades 3-7. They also had a lunch 
program for the children of working 
mothers. 

EDGEWATER has sponsored Ballet, Par
Ions Frani;:ais, art classes, skate sale, bi
cycle rodeo, and student accident in
surance. 

For the past three years, the elementary 
schools in the CHATEAUGUAY area 
have been involved in a pilot project 
involving audio-visual aids supplied by a 
variety of firms. This program has 
become known as the Triple L program;-

. and has l'}roved so successful that while it 
officially ends in Ju·ne of this year, it is 
hoped that the Chateauguay School 
Board will buy the hardware, and the 
local Home & School Associations in the 
area, namely MARY GARDNER, 
ROBERT JOBBER , CENTENNIAL 
PARK, and JULIUS RICHARDSON have 
combined their efforts to raise the large 
sum of money to retain the films, film 
strips, loops, slides etc. Every conceivable 
method has been used by these associa
tions to raise money, and they are to be 
congratulated on the concerted effort -
we wish them every success. In addition 
MARY GARDNER has had 60 children 
participating in a ballet project run by the 
Montreal National Ballet group, and they 
also have a cub and scout troop. The 
cafeteria in the school is run by Home & 
School, providing meals at very low cost. 

HOWARD S. BILLINGS - the high 
school in the area invited members of the 
Regional School Board to explain the 
workings of a big regional board, its 
formation, election, and its functions . In 
January representatives of Dawson and 
Vanier CEGEPS discussed what these 
CEGEPS had to offer, and a representa-
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tive of the planning committee of the 
Greater Southern Quebec Region ex
plained the concept of the proposed 
CEGEP, and gave a progress report. H. S. 
Bl LUNGS notes with pride a good in
crease in membership. 

CAMPBELL'S BAY Home & School 
Association in Western Quebec has had a 
winter carnival. The money raised from 
this Annual event goes mainly on field 
trips to Ottawa, local mills, T.V. Stations 
etc. Their most recent achievement is 
getting free kindergarten privileges for 
their children. The local protestant school 
board has agreed to send the Protestant 
children to the Roman Catholic kinder
garten and to pay the fees, as there are 
not enough Protestant children , to 
warrant a class in the Campbell's Bay 
school. 

To commemorate the opening of a new 
Resource Centre for THOMAS H. 
BOWES SCHOOL, the Home & School 
Association presented a large 24" globe. 
Following the official ceremony parents 
and guests toured the Source Centre and 
were given the opportunity to see the use 
of the new facilities demonstrated by 
pupils. 

HOWICK has had good programs this 
season. In the Fall it discussed the 
Regime Pedagogique, and "School 
Dress". Mr. Tony Cornford, Federation 
area representative, and Martin Boloten, 
vice-president of Federation visited the 
association for their second meeting dis
cussing how Home & School started, its 
activities past and present, and took a 
look at the future. During Education 
Week, in March, Mr. Norman Wood, 
Director-General of the Chateauguay 
Regional School Board and Miss Anne 
Wiggins Language Arts Consultant were 
scheduled to visit Howick but the snow 
cancelled the meeting. Funds of this 
association are being used to purchase 
some audio-visual equipment for the 
school. President GRAHAM PITCHER 
has been at Federation's supper meetings 
for local presidents this year, and has 
dropped into Federation office on several 
occasions-for information and material -
so Howick is on its toes, ready to help 
parents, and most important, their chil
dren. 

GRAHAM PITCHER 
PRESIDENT HOWICK 

HOME & SCHOOL ASS. 

Lt. to rt. Mr. J. Bunce, past president of Thos. 
H. Bowes H . & S., Mr. L. Rossaert, school 
principal, Mr. D. Brodie, current H. & S. 
president, Mr. B. Lederman, Chairman Gtr. St. 
Martin School Board, and Mrs. M. Smith, 
librarian. 

Parents and guest tour the Resource Centre and 
see it in use. 

CHAMBLY-RICHELIEU Home & School 
has had an information meeting for its 
members regarding the teachers' strike. A 
winter carnival was held at the William 
Latter School, and the Chambly
Richelieu Home & School provided re
freshments. Proceeds from this and a 
dance held in March are used for enrich
ment activities for the students. 

The job of compiling the "From the 
Locals" column would not be ~omplete 
without mention of the Cowansville area, 
represented by Mr. Maurice Hauser on the 
Board of Directors. Concern over Regula
tion 6, teachers strikes, a dance to raise 
funds for the Heroes Memorial School 
library - whatever is going on this area is 
sure to be in the thick of things. 

One thing Mr. Hauser did bring to our 
attention, and worthy of note is a cutting 
from the Canadian Textile Journal. There 
is a couple ~ of half-columns headed up 
"Improve your French" - a series of 
English sentences and their French trans
lation, all related to everyday meetings 

and communications in offices and 
plants, by Jacques Michaud. The parti
cular cutting we have received refers to 

.ri<nitting Plants, but just a thought for 
you business men whose firms issue pu
blications to your staff - this type of 
thing related to your particular industry 
or profession could be really useful. 
Federation Office is thinking out a way 
we could adapt it for the NEWS. Thanks, 
Mr. Hauser - this is the type of induce
ment we can take. 

Students demonstrate the use of library books 
etc. in development of research skills. 

FOR YOUR 
T.V. VIEWING 
EDUCATION 
REPORT 

/~ n CBC TV Channel 6 - Montreal, 
Wtrom 7.30 to 8 p.m. on MARCH 

23, 30, APRIL 6, 13, 20, MAY 4, 11, 18, 
JUNE 1, 8. there will be a ten-part series 
- EDUCATION REPORT - outlining 
some of the intere~ting and topical edu
cational programs taking place in 
Montreal. The series will cover Early 
Childhood Education; French lmmers_ion; 
Alternate Methods of French Instruction; 
Elementary Education - the open space 
concept; Elementary Education - new 
educational philosophy; The Montreal 
Free School (outdoor education); Inner 
City Schools; Secondary Education; 
Secondary Education - the Polyvalent 
School. A number of schools which have 
Home & School Associations affiliated 
with Quebec Federation appear in the 
series, including amongst others, Royal 
Vale, Keith, Wagar, Riverdale etc. This 
should be viewing MUST for all parents. 
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 

• •11J CfartJmont Avenue 
Pointe Claire, P.O. 
~l;,rUMJt 12, t9:71 

The Managing Editor . . 
~ H• ~~ NEWS , 
~ f{J!del'ad~n of flome &'Sch()()f. 

As,oci.Qtlons 
4115 St. C8thft#JIJ $t/fi(ft ffist , 
'M,ntreal 2l5, Sue. · 

'Re: l..e~ ttJ ilie 'editor-
-~- .
~ 

/)(ffr ._Sif: 

"· 

Cpnqtro. fqr my' dtlldrtl/J ~ e</lµ;atifm jQ 
t!itM,bec RIM pa(i$fld Wt~-,el!J carefu(IY 
f/OIJT recet>t ~• 

I would~ therefore, like to comlfU1/1fi yi,il 
oo the .excellent Decembll( arti.cle, -"Tire 

_ Role of the Mncipal'" by Mr. Jim 
Heyoood. 

On the other hand, I would likf/ to point 
out 8 fallacy In the argument .of Norman 
Bernstein In January on the" subject of 
"Pupil• Teacher Ratios'~. Mr. Bernstein 
cites the need for and merit of small 
classes. He does not consider the con• 

, verse. When the Go.v~rnrpent precludes 
the possibility of small classes and spe• 
cialist assistance cannot be afforded, the 
schools. are not able to make real progress 
implementing contemporary trends in 
educational method in Quebec. 

In view Qf large cla$S8$, the inadequ11te 
financial resources for specialists ,and for 
modem teaching audio'-.visual hardW8're, 
one questions whether the propo$ed pace 
of conversion of bar ediJ~tiont1I system . 
to ' Bernstl!in 's modern ''chlld-cfJotred11-
conC!!f)t is fea$ibl~. Financial restraint 
may ()ictate ~hing methods and~ · 
educational sy$tem appropriate for the 
inevitable large cl8$U!S .decreed by the 
Government's 274 pUpil-teacherratio. 

Hpw to successf,ul/y cope with large 
classes ls- the real edlJqatiofllJI issue In 
Quebec today. ' Discµfl$ion of arbitrary 
Government ruling of a 27-1 rat!o is a red 
herring., if that is all <¾uebec elm· aff<Jrd 
for 'education. 

Ypurs- truly, 

' R. E. l1o$top 

T:HE 
UNEMPLOYED 
EDUCATED 

by William Asherman 

'71rhis is written with reference to a 
Wsituation whereby literally thou

sands of students, including large num
bers of engineers, chemists, technicians, 
etc. will graduate from universities and 
colleges in this province, and all across 
Canada this year, without being able to 
find jobs. Regardless of opinions as to the 
purpose of education and doubts about 
the value of degrees and diplomas, most 
of these young people will have to make a 
living, but will not get an opportunity to 
do so, at least not in the foreseeable 
future. 

At that, it is surprising that hardly any
thing at all has been heard in this matter 
from the Canadian Home & School & 
Parent-Teacher Federation or from 
Quebec Federation of Home & School 
Associations. 

Does it make sense, on the one hand to 
continuously promote and work for 
betterment of education and welfare, and 
on the other hand to be resigned to this 
very unfortunate state of affairs? Do we 
not badly fa il our young by th is silence? 

Leaving aside those who cannot or do not 
want to work , are repeated statements by 
government officials correct that there 
has to be unemployment in a society such 
as ours? 

Instead of hoping, as it is being done, that 
things will by themselves gradually get 
better, should not everybody be aroused 
and pressured, viz. federal and provincial 
governments, industry, commerce, 

FOB ALI. YOIJB 
DANCE SUPPLIES 

* TOE SHOH * LIOTAIDS 
* IAUIT SUl'nlS * TIGHTS 
* fAP SHOES * IATONS 
* HIGHlAND su,n■s * DANCI IICCMDS 
* MAJOlffll IOOTI * ALUMINUM TM'S 

Tel.: 844-3221 
2019 Man.rteld St., Montreal 7964 

unions, everyone connected with educa• 
t ion, etc. etc. to forget ind ividual in· 
terests and fully co-operate so as to try 
and find ways and means to remedy the 
situation? 

Should not the influence of rapidly ad
vancing technology be thoroughly re
examined? Whether society has been 
sufficiently prepared for it? Whether its 
advantages are not more and more out
weighed by disadvantages? (This with 
particular reference to streamlining 
production by increasing replacement of 
human work with bigger and more so· 
phisticated machinery, which has also 
brought about dangerous spoiling of the 
environment, over-production, miscalcu
lations, bankruptcies of large enterprises 
and subsequently more lay-offs, higher 
taxation to provide more funds for in• 
creasin9ty necessary social security pay
ments to unemployed). 

In our own province, is costly vocational 
training in comprehensive high schools 
and CEGEPs satisfactory or would it not 
be better to supplement or even 
completely replace it by on the job 
training while students are at school? Are 
the guidance services on various school 
levels working properly? Is there suf
ficient communication and co-ordination 
between the various school levels, parti
cularly with regard to setting up courses? 
Is there a proper system to establish kind, 
number and location of jobs available at 
any given - time? Can the manner be 
improved by which the Manpower De
partment operates regarding allocation of 
jobs and retraining of people? Should 
there not be more pressure exerted on 
authorities, particularly in the Depart
ment of Education, for better consulta
tion with educators before issuing regula
tions and directives, which in many 
instances originate from technocrats who 
cannot possibly have the same approach 
to educational problems as professional 
educators have? 

These, in my opinion, are some of the 
more important questions to give food 
for thought as to how the serious situa
tion described at the· outset, may possibly 
be approached. Doing noth ing, except 
perhaps paying lip service or throwing up 
arms and saying "what can I do"? might 
easily increase the frustration of many 
young people to a point when they begin 
to ask themselves whC' ther the radicals 
amongst them are no't right after all in 
their belief that this society has fa iled 
them and that consequently it has to be 
changed. 

T. G. ANGLIN 
EN~EERING CO. LTD. 

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
4823 Sherbrooke St. West 

Montreal 215, Que. 
935-7431 



THE DRUG .SCENE - did you know? 
1. FOOD AND DRUG ACT - A Cana
dian Statute wh ich can be enforced by a 
private ci tizen, local pol ice or R.C.M.P . 
Jurisd iction incl udes : LSD, DET, ONT, 
STP, Amphetamines. 
Penalties: 
A. For possession of restricted drug 
1 . On Summary Conviction 

(a) First offence maximum 
$1,000.00 or six months or both, 
(bl Second or subsequent offences 
- maximum $2,000.00 or one year 
or both . 
(cl No possession penalty for am• 
phetamines. 

OR 
2. On Indictment maximum 
$5,000.00 or three years or both. 
Penalties: 
A. For possession of narcotic 
1. On Summary Conviction 

(al First offence maximum 
$1,000.00 or six months or both. 
(bl Second or subsequent offences 
- maximum $2,000.00 or one year 
or both. 

B. For traffick ing or possession for 
purpose of trafficking. 
1. On Summary Conviction - maxi
mum 18 months. 

OR 
2. On Indictment - maximum 10 years. 

2. NARCOTIC CONTROL ACT - A 
Canadian Statute enforceable as above. 

Jurisdiction in.fludes : Opium, Morphine, 
Cocaine, Heroin , Marijuana, Hashish. 

OR 
2. On Ind ictment - maximum 7 years 
B. For traffi cking or possession for 
pu rpose of trafficking. 
Indictable offence - maximum INCAR 
CERATION FOR LIFE . 

3. WHAT IS A SUMMARY CON
VICTION OFFENCE? 
1. Minor offence - can only be tried by 
a justice or magistrate. 
2. Penalty limits distinguish it from 
indictable offences. 
3 . Procedure somewhat different than 
with indictable offences. 

4. WHAT IS AN INDICTABLE OF
FENCE? 
1. Major offence - can be tried by a 
judge and jury, judge alone or a magis
trate. 
2. Right of election in accused . 
3. Penalties more severe than with sum· 
mary conviction offences. 
4. Procedure somewhat different than 
with summary conviction offences. -

5. WHAT IS TRAFFICKING? 
To manufacture, sell , give, administer, 
t ransport, send, del iver or d istribute or to 
offer to do any of the above is to traff ic. 

6. WHAT IS POSSESSION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF TRAFFICKING? 
Difficult to define or to prove because a 
state of mind must be established. 

BUT if the Crown fa ils to prove posses
sion for purpose of traff icking but does, 
in fact, prove possessio n, then conviction 
shall be entered fo r possession. 

7. SEARCH AND SEIZURE 
( 1 l Police may search any place except a 
dwelling house without a warrant . 
(21 Police may search a dwell ing house 
with a warrant or a Writ of Assistance. 
(3) Police may search any person on the 
premises. 
(41 Police may seize any narcotic found 
at the place searched. 
(5) Police may break doors or windows 
to enter premises. 

Prepared by The Drug Committee, The 
Canadian Home & School & Parent
Teacher Federation. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION - films. 
speakers etc. contact : MR. A. L. 
CORNFORD, Chairman, Drug Education 
Committee, Quebec Federation of Home 
& School Associations. 

Criminal Code of Canada . 

"Where a child is adjudged to have 
committed a delinquency he shall be 
dealt with, not as an offender , but as one 
in a condition of delinquency and there
fore requiring Help and Guidance and 
Proper Supervision." 
1929. c.46. s.3 
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TREATMENT 
OF 
MINORS 

TREATMENT OF MINORS without 
parental consent : Some time ago it was 
learned that there were still some hospital 
clinics and doctors who would not treat 
minors for drug abuse, alcohol and 
venereal disease without their parents 
consent . The Montreal Council of Social 
Agencies, and others, including Quebec 
Federation, pressed the Minister of 
Health to make a publ ic statement on this 
matter to clarify the situation in the 
minds of all concerned. The Deputy 
Minister of Health has now made such a 
statement and it was published in Le 
Devoir on February 19th. We have not 
seen it in the English dailies, but the 
situation was clarified on the "Hourglass" 
program by a doctor in Channel 6 on 
March 10th last . 

All photographs in this issue (except those of 
Thos. H. Bowes presentation) by Fred Shapiro, 
student at Westmount High School. 

Representatives from the three English-language 
CEGEPs visited with local Home & School 
presidents on March 19th at a special supper 
meeting. They are welcomed here by Quebec 
Federation President, Mrs. Doreen Richter and 
Federation of Catholic Parent-Teacher Associa• 
tions President, Mr. R. Spencer. 
Left to right : Mr. Robert Bums, Director• 
General John Abbott College: Mrs. Richter, Mr. 
Arnold McArthur, Board member Vanier 
College: Mr. Paul Gallagher, Director-General 
Dawson College: Mr. R. Spenc11r. 
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THE ROAD TO 
PARTICIPATION 

1 . Join your Home and School. 

2. Serve on the Executive, or 
nominate someone you know 
will represent you well. 

3. Serve on a Committee or join a 
study group. 

4. Exercise your right to vote, for 
Home and School officers, for 
school boards. 

5. Read the News and send in 
your comments or discuss it 
with your friends. 

6. Get to know your child's 
teachers and your school prin
cipal . 

7. Study the material sent from 
Federation and answer the 
questionnaires - these answers 
become Federation policy! 

8. Spend a year or two at the 
provincial level - serve on a 
provincial committee or the 
board or executive , and see the 
broader picture. 

9. Present resolutions, make no
minations, take part in elections 
both at the local level and at 
the provincial level (as a dele
gate from your association) . 

10. Drop in to the annual meeting 
- May 14th and 15th - and 
hear about some of the educa
tional issues that interest you! 

PLEASE! 
Don't throw away your Dominion Stores 
sales sl ips. These are being collected to 
help purchase special equipment for 
mult i-handicapped children . Kindly send 
to: Mrs . D. Arrey , 11700 Elie Blanchard 
Ave., Mont real 390. 
For more information call 334-6917 . 

Education Minist11r Guy Saint-Pierre talks to presidents of Montreal Home & School 
Associations at Westmount High School on March 15th . The Minister discussed 
Regulation 6 and the possibilities of new organization of education in Quebec . The 
meeting was arranged by the Montreal District Council of Quebec Federation. 

15 
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A WORD ABOUT PANEX. 

In this issue, specifically pages 6, 10, 13, 
and 14, you will find advertisements for 
Panex Travel Centres. We, at the OuebPc 
Federation, are particularly pleased to be 
able to welcome Panex into this issue, 
since the vacations being offered appear 
to be of excellent v alue. Many Home & 
Schoolers will be able to benefit from the 
special group and charger rates being 
charged which represent a considerable 
saving over the individual fare. 

In order to benefit from these lower 
rates, it is necessary to get as many 
people as possible to go on the tours, and 

it is hoped that if you have not already 
made your travel plans, you will take 
them into consideration. 

One tour that really catches the eye is the 
4-week study session in Cannes, with a 
1-week tour of France. It should be of 
great educational value, as well as a lot of 
fun for the student. 

Panex have 3 Travel Centres in Montreal, 
at Place Bonaventure, Galeries West
mount Square and 1371 Canara Road 
(opposite the CN station) in Town of Mt. 
Royal, and they will be most pleased to 
answer any of your questions. 

PANEX TRAVEL CENTRES 
PANEX TRAVEL CENTERS are proud 
to be present in this issue of your news
paper. We are an organization dedicated 
to offering the best value and the most 
interesting travel possibilities to Mont· 
realers. 

Our firm has a wealth of travel experience 
in its top notch personnel, among the 
best in Montreal: Bob Koffend, with 20 
years experience in the travel business as 
an airline executive and travel wholesaler 
before his association with PANEX; Ken 
Clare, Montreal industrialist; Ted Hill, 
DC-8 Pilot with Air Canada; and, myself, 
formerly a Partner with the auditing firm 

of McDonald Currie, are active part1c1-
pants, supporting the front line activity 
of our three offices, loc~ted for your 
convenience in Westmount Square, Place 
Bonaventure (both at Metro Stations) and 
Town of Mount Royal (in the heart of 
the Town, right opposite the CNR Com
muter Station). 

Phone or visit us for all your holiday and 
business travel at the office most con
venient for yc;>u. We are at your service, 
for all reservations, travel insurance, and 
our own innovation - "Mini-Money", the 
currency convenience on arrival in a 
foreign country. ---------------------------. 

PANEX TRAVEL CENTRES 
c/o Galeries Westmount Sq. Montreal 216, Que. 

Gentlemen: 
I am interested in information on the following group and charter flights 
offered by Panex for the Q.F.H.S .... Please rush air pertinent information 
to me. I realize I am under no obligation whatsoever . 

Project # l: Charter Flight to 
London 0 

Project # 3: Club Mediteranne and 
Porto Petro 0 

NAME: .. 

ADDRESS: 

TEL. NO.: 

SCHOOL OF LOCAL 

Project # 2: Charter Flights to 
Barbados 0 

Project # 4: Student Study Semi
nars in Cannes, France 
and Tour of France 0 

Q.F.H.S. MEMBERSHIP: ................................ . 
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