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expected soon ' A White Paper laying out 
government proposals for 
changes to the structures of the 
elementary and secondary school 
system could be tabled by the 
beginning of November 1981, 
sources indicate. 

Radical change in the system of 
schools in the province may trans
form the management of schools, 

AN IDEALISTIC VIEW 

transferring to parents and 
teachers many of the functions at 
present carried out by school 
board corporations and their 
staff. 
· This reform would coincide 
with the implementation of new 
mandates to the school with 
regard to curriculum and auxil
iary services, due to be complete 

by July 1986. 
The new objectives of school 

programs and their delivery 
make teachers and the school 
more accountable to the parents 
for the child's progress. 

In the new year, the Home and 
School NEWS will publish a syn
thesis of these new "regimes 
pedagogiques." 

Modernization of the school system 

GHETTO WALLS COME DOWN 

Each school: 
A public corporation 

The Minister of Education, Dr. 
Camille Laurin, would like to 
make each school a public cor
poration administered by a board 
of directors of ,some 13-15 people 
(parents, teachers and the· princi
pal, and students in secondary 
schools). 

The territorial school commis
sion would have jurisdiction over 
the admission of children to the 
schools, and provide consultant 
services, special education and 
adu)t education. It would have a 
coordinating role in staffing 
schools and in planning the use of 
funds and equipment. 

The number of such unified 
boards would be likely to be 100 
off the Island of Montreal and 10 
on the island. There are 258 school 
boards in the province at present, 
and in addition, the School Coun
cil of the Island of Montreal. 

UNIFIED SCHOOL 
COMMISSION 

In order to discontinue the 
tradition of two parallel school 
networks, the Catholic or Protes
tant nature of a school will be 
recognized as required by the 
British North America Act, and 

· some collective administrative 
functions which have nothing to 
do with religious persuasion will 
be carried out by a unified school 
commission. 

Representation by each school 
of whatever kind will be ensured 
on the unified school commission 
council. 

MORE LOCAL 
AUTONOMY 
Government policy on the 'decen
tralization' of education is to 
return a measure of autonomy to 
the local school and its communi
ty, rather than to school commis
sions. The centralization of recent.. 
decades is seen as having been 
exercised more at the expense of 
the school than of the present 
school boards. 

CHILD-CENTERED 
SCHOOL 

The parents and teachers of the 
local school are nearest to the chil
dren which it serves. Together 
with the principal, they are better 
placed to ensure a school with, as 
its focus, the child as a learner, 

MINISTRY'S ROLE 
The role of the Ministry of 

Education would be to provide 
services to the schools, and set 
guidelines for their operation 
through the medium of its 
regional bureau. 

compared with a school commis
sion council elected from a num
ber of communities, with an ad
ministrative staff of bureaucrats 
disengaged f:rom the day-to-day 
life of the school. 

OTHER LOCAL 
SERVICES 

Through their participation in 
the local school, parents will en
sure expansion into day-care ser
vices, community activities and 
other services to meet local needs 
and make the school dynamic and 
efficient. 

Unrestricted by the policy-

making apparatus of the present 
school board structure, schools 
will be freed, within the guide
lines and budget of the Ministry 
of Education, to develop their 
mission and make decisions as 
never before. 

A MORE EFFICIENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

In reducing the number of 
regional unit-s in the school sys
tem from 258 boards to some 110 
groups, the decline in enrolments 
in schools will be reflected in the 
administrative structure. 

(See IDEALISTIC . .. p. 6) 

THE SCHOOL AS A BUREAUCRACY 

Traditional relationships 
discounted 

More administrative staff at the 
level of the school, a system 
where French is the working lang
µage, and the end of universal suf
frage in school govern
ment-these are implied by the 
changes being mooted in the 
school system. 

THE LOCAL SCHOOL 
The delivery of services to the 

pupils is concentrated at and coor
dinated by the school. School 
committees have given parents a 
mandated role in the life of the 
schooh Teachers, through their 
staff councils, must also be con
sulted by the principal on deci
sions s/he has to make. 

The "orientation" committees 
of recent legislation, with their 
broader mandate to match school 

and community, have not seized 
the imagination of parents, 
teachers, or principals-nor pres
ent school boards. 

The school community appears 
more concerned with how best to 
carry out the school's functions, 
rather than with reorganizing the 
school's services. A school's auto
nomy will continue to be limited 
by Ministry of Education regula
tions, the support services avail
able to it from a unified school 
commissi~n. and by financial 
constraints. 

THE SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL 

School principals would need 
new skills to deal with the school 

_ as a corporate entity managed by 
a board of di~ors. Day-to-day 
problems of schools and the needs 
of the children and their teachers 
require practical solutions and 

(See PRACTICAL ... p. 6) 

The board of directors of the 
school would have the power to 
decide, every five years, whether 
the school is Catholic, Protestant 
or 'other', and to establish the 
'educational project' for the 
school. It would also have some 
power over teaching materials, 
program, hiring of staff, budget 
and expenditure, and union nego
tiations. 

Private schools would be in
cluded in the network of schools 
of a territory, and would be asso
ciated with the 'unified' school 
commission. 

Problems to be solved by radical change 
tion of the 16th century. Its use in 
describing an educational system 
is outmoded. 

Entrenched attitudes of Cath
olic scliool authorities make it im
possible for the French schools to 
respect the human rights of fami
lies of different faiths, or no faith. UNIFIED COMMISSION 

School commissions would be 
comprised, according to reports, 
of the chairmen of each school's 
board of directors, together with 
several other people appointed to 
represent 'socio-economic' groups 
in the tertltory, ~uch like certain 
members of CEQEJ>,. b~s o~ 
governors. 

'School boards autocratic and inefficient' 
Parents with too little power at 

the local level, a school limited in 
its autonomy, and the sense of 
missing internal democracy in the 
school system-these are the 
reasons given for proposing a 
reformation of the system of 

, Roman Catholic .a.ad Protestant 
school boards. ' 

Some 29,000 employees of the 
school boards are seen as engaged 
in duplicated functions which cost 
the public purse some $200,000. 
The government wishes to reduce 
the number of jobs and use staff 
'more effectively'. 

.Few people ~ote in scpool com- , 
mission elections, say critics, and 

comm1ss1oners are more inter
ested in authority than in 
education. 

The pluralism of the Protestant 
school makes it impossible to 
define its cultural attributes. The 
word 'Protestant' no longer refers 
to members of churches estab
lished as a result of the Refprma. · 

To deal with a situation defined 
in these terms, the proposals for 
reform are keyed to promoting a 
child-centered environment at the 
school, aiding the school to reflect 
and develop the values of the 

-Quebec community, making the 
school a democratic institution, 
and \lsipi human ~d financial 
resQurces more effectively. 
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Are student interests served? 
The trouble with many organizational shuffles 

is that the objective sometimes takes second / 
place to the process. Whatever happens in the 
Ministry of Education must reflect both the 
desire and right of parents for an adequate 
education for their children, and the need of 
teachers to be available to teach, free of bureau
cratic involvement. The system does not exist to 
perpetuate itself, but to provide the personnel 
and material to train the students entrusted to it 
by parents. 

There are many questions that need to be 
asked right now, and -we can anticipate many 

more in the future when other white papers on 
education are issued. There are many factors to 
be considered when we try to translate the theo
ries of the Ministry of Education into practice, 
when the community must marry the ideals with 
the realities. There are many,questions about the 
nature of the family, the wishes of the communi
ty, the availability of resources, the social and 
political climate, but the main question must 
surely be "Are the educational interests of the 
students being met in the best way pos,sible?". 

A.M. 

Human rights It confessionality 
For many years now the educational com

munity of Quebec has faced such rapid change 
that historians will very likely label this period as 
the Quebec Reformation. After years of feverish 
implementation, educational bodies were recent
ly advised to stop thinking in terms of bricks and 
mortar and to direct energies towards truly 
educational matters. Pursuant to a major consul
tation process, its vastness, apparently, yet 
unknown in any other province or country, the 
Green Paper provided the initiative for many 
revisions to pedagogieal procedures. This was 
Quebec's way of insisting on a "return to the 
basics". 

However, the relative calm that was on the 

horizon is not necessarily attainable at this time. 
Recent revelations indicate that the Ministry of 
Education is considering further change. A 
debate over the issue of educational confession
ality is well on its way. Before such a debate 
heightens the barricades and deepens the tren
ches of division, it is the fervent wish of the 
Superior Council of Education that the popula
tion at large reflect upon the issue prior to react
ing. 

One of the elements of this cr itical debate is 
the juxtapositioning of two sets of rights. One set -
of rights has as its source the 1867 British North 
America Act; the second has as its source the re
cent declarations and charters on human free-

'Minute Ouebec' 
by Gordon Pollock 

Director of Secondary Education 
Lakeshore School Board 

Did the provincial government 
give the same consideration to all 
its constituents with Bill 101? 

ment of Quebec, 875 Grande Allee 
est, 2nd floor, Office 2,400, 
Quebec, PQ GlR 4Y8. 

LUCIEN ROSSAERT 

doms. Article 93 of the B.N.A. Act guarantees 
rights and privileges relative to two networks of 
schools - one Protestant and the second Catho
Jic. The newer sets of rights, enshrined in a 
United Nations declaration, the Canadian Bill of 
Rights, the Vatican Council Declaration on Reli
gious Freedom, and the Quebec Charter of 
Human Rights and Freedoms, refer to freedom of 
religion and freedom from discrimination. 

It is the view of the Superior Council of Educa
tion that both sets of rights can be respected 
within the present school structures. There is no 
need for radical change. The Council's recent 
report on confessionality is designed to allow the 
public to become cognizant of the issues and to 
permit a type of implementation which corres
ponds to the expectations of the public at large. 

All educatipnal bodies, at all levels, must honor 
the issue of educational confessionality with 
mature deliberation. The Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations has clearly shown 
that it has the courage to face this issue. After a 
period of reflection it is anticipated that input 
from the Quebec Federation of Home and School 
Associations, along with many other groups, will 

,,be forthcoming. 
Lucien Rossaert 
Vice Chairman, 

Superior Council of Education 

Secondary V (grade 11) history 
teachers recently received from 
the Quebec Ministry of Inter
governmental Affairs a copy of a 
brochure entitled "Minute Ot
taw~" plus the text of a press con
ference given by provincial pre
mier ~e Levesque. The ~tent of 
the send-out was to encourage 
teachers to employ the material in 
discussing with their students the 
current constitutional issue. 

Thank you for forwarding to us 
a copy of Mr. Levesque's press 
conference as well as a copy of the 
brochure "Minute Ottawa". 

] think you can appreciate the 
concern that we have in dealing 
with these documents. The posi
tion taken by our provincial 
government in this debate raises 
some very serious questions as to 
the credibility of this 
government. 

Further on in Mr. Levesque's 
statement he says, ~•Jamais nous 
n'accepterons un tel depouille
ment des nos droits les plus 
chers ... ". If he really believes 
this, how can he allow the pursuit 
in the courts of Mr. Allan Singer? 

In the educational process we 
make every effort to present in
formation in as unbiased a fash
ion as possible. We do not believe 
that previous governments, both 
federal and provincial, are with
out fault in dealing with human 
rights and privileges in the past, 
but if Mr. Levesque feels that the 
present position of the federal 
government will restrict his flexi
bility of operation, he should first 
reconsider the position his 
government has taken in dealing 
with their ctmstituents. 

ing in his own province with 
regard to human rights before 
criticizing others. 

the credibility of politicians in 
the minds of our students, we 
prefer not to use the material you 
have sent us. 

The administrators of the Lake-
shore School Board secondary 
schools division met Monday, and 
unanimously endorsed the text of 
the following letter, written by 
one of their members, Principal 
Domild Robertson of Pointe 
Claire's John Rennie High School. 
Moreover, the administrators de
plored the action of the Inter
governmental Affairs Minister in 
sending such material directly to 
teachers without any consultation 
either with ~ Quebec Education 
Ministry or even with school or 
school board authorities. 

The following letter has been 
addressed to Ms. G. Wagner, Pub
lic Relations, Ministry of Inter
governmental Affairs, Govern-

Mr. Levesque's position focuses 
on two main points-convention 
(i.e. past procedures) and the 
rights of provinces. fn light of the 
position taken by the provincial 
government in the passing of Bill 
101, it appears that this is in 
direct conflict with their present 
position on the constitution. Mr. 
Levesque highlights the comment 
of the Supreme Court relative to 
having the consent of the prov
inces before taking action. 
" ... votre projet affecte les droits 
des provinces, et vous ne pouvez 
pas proceder constitutionnelle
ment sans leur consentement". 
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I am quite certain that through 
discussion and debate, satisfac
tory conclusions can be reached 
relative to the constitutional 
debate. However, I feel that if Mr. 
Levesque is to continue to main
tain any credibility, not only with 
his constituents, but also with his 
felldw provincial premiers, he 
will have to look at what he is do-

In order not to lessen further 

The ten _ commandlllents 
for student safety 
(written by Grade 3 and 4 
students of Ste-Jeanne d'Arc 
school in Matapedia County, 
Quebec. 
1. The school-crossing guard you 
shall obey for your own safety; 
2. The school bus you shall mount 
without shoving impolitely. 
3. The driver you shall respect 
and listen to attentively. 
4. In your seat' you shall remain 
calmly, quite obviously; 
5. With your neighbor you shall 

be friendly and speak softly; 
6. Your feet you shall keep out of 
the aisle, naturally. 
7. In the bus you shall neither 
smoke nor eat for safety's sake, 
obviously; 
8. From the bus you shall exit 
without jumping, surely; 
9. The street you shall cross in 
front of the bus, carefully; 
10. A safe and happy student you 
will be if these rules you obey 
faithfully. 

~ Short course in human relations 
The six most important words to learn: "l"admit I made a mistake." 
The five most important words to learn: "YOU did a good job." 
The four most important words to learn: "What is your opinion?" 
The three most important words to learn: "If you please." 
The two most important words to learn: "Thank you." 
The one most important word to learn: "We." 
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The proof's in the reading 
Ms. Dorothy Chant, The Editor, 
The Quebec Home & School 
News, 
4795 St. Catherine St. West, 
Montreal, Quebec H3Z 1S8 . 
Dear Ms. Chant: 

Thank you for printing one of 
the poems from the John Agnew 
Memorial issue of Fledglings. 

It would be greatly appreciated 
if you would please print a correc
tion in next month's issue: the 
poem "I'm Adopted" is by Cath
leen Pont'(not Ponk) and in stanza 

3 line 4 the last word should read 
"sight" (not night). 

These were typing errors in the 
original which are regrettable and 
we are sorry you did not know of 
them before publication . 

Best wishes for a successful 
year! 

Sincerely, 
Dorothy J. Anderson 

Chairman 
John Agnew Memorial 

Committee 
Lakeshore School Board 

Here's hoW to help 
your child become 
a better writer 
Dear Parent: 

We're pleased yoirwant to know 
how to help the NCTE effort to 
improve the writing of young peo
ple. Parents and teachers working 
together are the best means for 
assuring that children and youth 
will become skillful writers. 

Because the situation in every 
home is different, we can't say 
when the best time is to pursue 
each of the following suggestions. 
In any case, please be aware that . 
writing skill.develops slowly. For 

some it comes early; for others it 
comes late. Occasionally a child's 
skill may even seem to go back
wards. Nonetheless, with your 
help and encouragement, the 
child will certainly progress. 

The members of the National 
Council of Teachers of English 
welcome your involvement in 
your child's education in writing. 
We hope you will enjoy following 
these suggestions for helping your 
child become a better writer, both 
at home and at school. 

Set an example at h~_me 

Home and School ,_.ews 

OWEN BUCKINGHAM 

As I mentioned in my first message of 
this year, it was going to be a busx one. 
The Regime Pedagogique is now law and 
before we can really absorb this fact and 
get to work on studying it to see what ef
fect it is going to have on our students we 
are faced with the government's new pro
posals on restructuring school boards. 

What. is the restructuring of school 
boards going to mean to us as parents and 
to the education of our children? What 
would it mean to us as parents if Protes
tant and Roman Catholic school boards, as 
we know them, are eliminated and re
placed by an appointed regional council 
that would administer both English and 
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PRE$1DENT'S---..... 
MESSAGE 

French schools? 

My message to you as parents is GET IN
VOLVED in your school community-with 
your teachers, with your school commit 
tee, with your principal, and with your 
school commissioner. We must make our
selves aware of what changes Dr. Laurin is 
bringing down as law. It is only as aware 
individuals that we can activ'ilY participate 
in matters that affect the education of our 
children. Make your school principal and 
your commissioner aware that you want to 
be involved in decisions that affect our 
most important commodity in educa
tion-the child that is in that school. 

... and 10 more ways 
to help with school writing programs 
1. Ask to see the child's writing, smaller classes - no more than 25 8. Watch out ,for "the grammci-
either the writing brought home in elementary schools and no trap" . Some people may try t -J 
or the writing kept in folders at more than four classes of 25 for persuade you that a full under
school. Encourage the use of secondary school English standing of English grammar i:; 
writing folders, both at home and teachers. needed before students can ex
at school. Most writing should be 5. Ask if every teacher is in- press themselves well. Some 
kept, not thrown away. Folders volved in helping youngsters knowledge of grammar is useful, 
are an important means for help- write better. Worksheets, blank- but too much time spent on study 
ing both teachers and children see filling exercises, multiple choice of grammar steals time from the 
progress in writing skill. tests, and similar materials are study of writing. Time is much 
2. Be affirmative about the sometimes used to avoid having better spent on writing and con
child's efforts in school writing. children write. If children and £erring with the teacher or other 

1. Build a climate of words at - pencils of appropriate size and Recognize that for every error a youth are not being asked to write students about each attempt to 
home. Go places and see things hardness child makes, he or she will do sentences and paragraphs about communicate in writing. 
with your child, then talk about - a desk lamp many things right. Applaud the science, history, geography and 9. Encourage administrators to 
what has been seen, heard, - pads of paper, stationery an~ good things you see. The willing- the other school subjects, they are see that teachers of writing have 
smelled, tasteii, touched. The envelopes - even stamps ness to write is fragile. Your opti• not being helped to become better plenty of supplies - writing 
basis of good writing is good talk, - a booklet for a .diary or daily mistic attitude towards · the writers. All teachers have respon- paper, teaching materials, dupli
and younger children especially journal (make sure that the book- child's efforts is vital to streng- sibility to help children improve eating and copying machines, die
grow into stronger control of let is the child's private property; thening the writing habit. their writing skills. tionaries, books about w.riting 
language when loving adults - when children want to share, they 3. Be primarily interested in the 6. See if youngsters are being and classroom libraries of good 
particularly parents - share ex- will.) content, not the mechanics of ex- asked to write in a variety of boo~s. 
periences and rich talk about - a dictionary appropriate to the pression. It's easy for many forms (letters, essays, stories, 10. Work through your PTA and 
those experiences. child's age and needs. Most die- adults to spot misspellings, faulty etc.) for a variety of purposes (to your school board to make 
2. Let children see you write tionary use is for checking spell- word usage and shaky punctua• inform, persuade, describe, etc.) writing a high priority. Learn 
often. You're both a model and a ing, but a good dictionary con- tion. Perfection in these escapes and for a variety of audiences about writing and the ways 
teacher. If children never see tains fascinating information on most adults, so don't demand it of (other students, teachers, friends, youngsters learn to write. En
adults write, they gain an impres- word origins, synonyms, pronun- children. Sometimes teachers - strangers, relatives, business courage publication of good stu
sion that writing occurs only at ciation and so forth. for these same reasons - will firms). Each form, purpose, and dent writing in school news
school. What you do is as impor- - a thesa\ll'Us for older children. mark only a few ~mechanical er• audience demands differences of papers, literary journals, local 
tant as what you say. Have chil- This will help in the search for the rors, leaving others for another style, tone, approach, and choice newspapers and magazines. See 
dren see you writing notes to "right" word time. What matters most in of words. A wide variety of that the high school's best writers 
friends, letters to business firms, - a typewriter, even a battered writing is words, sentences, and writing experiences is critical to are entered into the NCTE 
perhaps stories to share with the portable will do, allowing for OC· ideas. Perfection in mechanics developing effective writing. Achievement Awards in Writing 
children. From time to time, read casional public messages, like develops slowly. Be patient. 7. Check to see if there is continu- Program or the Scholastic Writing 
aloud what you have written and neighborhood newspapers and 4. Find out if children are given ing contact with the imaginative Awards or other writing contests. 
ask the children their opinion of play scripts. writing instruction and practice writing of skilled authors. While Let everyone know that writing 
what you've said. H it's not - erasers or · "white-out" liquid . in writing on a regular basis. it's true we .. Jeaffito write by matters to you. 
perfect, so much the better. Mak- for correcting errors that the child Daily writing is the ideal; once a writing, we also learn to write by By becoming an active partici
ing changes in what you write vants to repair without rewrit- week is not often enough. If reading. The works of talented pant in your child's education as a 
confirms for the child that revi- ing. classes are • too large in your authors should be studied not on- writer, you will serve not only 
sion is a natural part of. writing, 6. Encourage (but do not demand) school, understand that it may ly for ideas but also for . the your child but other children and 
which it is. frequent writing. Be patient with not be possiblEdor teachers to ask writing ~ills involved. Good youth as well. You have an impor-
3. Be as helpful as you can in reluctance to - write. "I have as much writing practice as they literature is an essential part of tant role to play, and we en-
helping children write. Talk nothing t-o say" is a perfe,ct ex- or you would like. Insist on any effective writing program. courage your involvement. 

through their ideas with them; cuse. Recognize that the desire to ----------------------------.-----------------•---•-•--------------. •------help them discover what they write is a sometime• thing. There special events. Urge relatives and grocery lists; adding notes at the 
wanC to. say. When they ask for will be times when a child friends to write notes and letters end of parents' letters; sending 
help with spelling, punctuation "bums" to write, others when the to the child, no matter how brief. holiday and birthday cards; tak
and usage, supply that help. Your need is cool. But frequency of Writing is especially rewarding ing down telephone messages; 
most effective role is not as a writing is important to develop when the child gets a response. writing notes to friends; helping 
critic but as a helper. Rejoice in the habit of writing. When thank-you notes - are in plan trips by writing for informa
effort, delight in ideas, and resist 7. Praise the child's efforts at order, after a holiday especially, tion; drafting notes to school for 
the temptation to be critical. writing. Forget what happened to sit with the child and write your parental signature; writing notes 
4. Provide a suitable place for you in school, and resist the ten- own notes at the same time. to letter carriers and other service 
children to write. A quiet" corner dency to focus on errors of spell- Writing ten letters (for ten gifts) is persons; preparing invitations to 
is best, the child's own place, if ing, punctuation, and other a heavy burden for the child; family get-togethers. 
possible. If not, any flat surface mechanical parts of writing. Em- space the work and be supportive. Writing for real purposes is 
with elbow room, a comfortable phasize the child's successes. For 9. EncotKage the child to write rewarding, and the daily ac
chair, and a good light will do. every error the child makes, there away for information, free tivities of families present many 
5. Give, and encourage others to are dozens of things he or she has samples, travel brochures. opportunities for purposeful 
give the child gifts associated done well. 10. Be alert to occasions when the writing. Involving your child may 

,, with writing. 8. Share letters from !Fiends and'_. child ' can be involved in writing. , take some coaxing, but it will be 

REMINDER! 
This is your 
newspaper 

Share your views, 
your ideas and 
activities With 

others-write us! 
' . -:-.. P.~~-~ .. o: ~~~~~~. ~~?~~ .... ·• ., .. ·" ·• ~~1-~!.i~~~; ., ~~~~-~ ~~~~-~J~J\e~ .. a_s __ -~~r- . ~~~r:1~~-: \ .~~e_l~~.~~ ':"itp ~ worth your patient e:~n. / .. :•:' .. , ... .. •·: ·~ .' . ; , .... ........ . 
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Leadership Confere~ce attra_cted 
PLENARY SESSION: 

MRE-SEX 
Education 
Speaker: David Nadler, Consul
tant, Lakeshore School Board. 

In dealing with this topic in a 
straightforward, informative and 
sometimes humorousjashion, Mr. 
Nadler addressed the three main 
concerns of parents: How is sex 
education being taught as part of 
a moral and religious education 
program? Who teaches it? and 
Why should sex education be part 
of the school curriculum? 

Mr. Nadler beg~ by asking the 
audience to consider these ques
tions. What do we, as adults, con
jure in our minds when we think 
about the term "SEX"? What do 
our children think about when 
they ponder the same term? How 
often do they think about sharing, 
love, respect, caring and responsi
bility within the same context? 

He went on to state that while 
teaching of human sexuality must 
contain the expected and neces
sary information on bodily func
tions it has to involve more than 
just a course on anatomy. It must 
deal with the whole person: what 
we are from birth and why; how 
we cope with conflict and peer 
pressure; how we interact with 
family and friends; self-esteem; 
pride; self-respect and respect for 
others. 

While there are some adults 
who are comfortable discussing 
sex with their children, there are 
fewer who would be comfortable 
discussing it with 32 children at a 
time. Most teachers who deal with 
this topic have chosen to do so and 
have received training in this 
area. This training is continued 
through workshops and seminars 
with professionals. 

There are three main groups 
that influence our children's atti
tudes and values: their parents, 
the electronic media and their 
peer groups. Mr. Nadler noted 
that we are living in a changing 
society where children are chal
lenging their parents and teachers 
to an extent not known in the 
past. It has been shown that of the 
three groups, their peers have the 
greatest influence and their 
parents the least. If this is reality, 
then the school, an area where 
peer groups assemble, takes on 
importance as a place where 
human sexuality and values 
should be taught. Mr. Nadler 
stressed, however, that it cannot 
be the only place - the teaching 
of this subject must be a shared ef
fort between ·home and school. 

PLENARY SESSION: 

Questions and answers: 
Can courses be correlated bet

ween the elementary and high 
school level so that there is no 
constant repetion of the same sub-
ject matter? . 

The new programs will be laid 
out in objectives from kinder
garten to Secondary V so that 
there is a progression along theme 
lines (family, responsibility, 
friends, etc . ) rather than 
repetition. 

Are sex education programs the 
same throughout the province? 

The objectives are the same 
provincewide but there is local 
flexibility in how and what is 
taught. Parents of course can have 

their child opt out of the program. 
How are evaluations done? 
Evaluations of course content 

are made on the basis of long-term 
objectives and some changes have 
been made as a resu].t of these 
evaluations. In terms of pupil 
evaluations~ this is not like a geo
graphy course where there is 
either a pass or fail mark. Rather 
it is up to the teacher to evaluate 
the growth in attitudes of a child. 
It is a qualitative rather than a 
quantitative evaluation. 

For greater information on the 
objectives of the program contact 
your school principal. 

Recorder: Doreen Canavan 
Edgewater School 

Aiming for lowest common denominator 
Speaker: Owen Buckingham, 
President, QFHSA 

Mr. Buckingham expressed con
cern over the reduction in the 

Mr. Buckingham used as the number of options a pupil can 
basis of his address the short sum- take. At the moment, a student 
mary of the Regime Pedagogique leaving high school in Quebec can 
of the M.E.Q. prepared by the enter a university outside the 
Provincial Association of Protes- province, be it in the Maritimes, 
tant Teachers of Quebec, copies of Ontario, the States, etc. But if the 
which had been circulated. He ex- options are reduced in high school 
plained various points in detail then his only route will be 
and using the tables provided in- through our province's CEGEP 
dicated some of the difficulties system before going to university. 
that may be involved in provid- Further, if the high school pro
ing, for example, the amount of gram is "watered-down", then 
French required by parents while the CEGEP program will also 
at the same time meeting mini- have to be "watered-down" to ac
mum objectives in another commodate the students entering 
slJMe<;t. '_ ,'. •, •. , , •1 1,..t_',, . ,·,• , it;~·the \lajVe~!Y,. ,nrngra,ms ,In , 
~ i JI ~· \_JI• r. / 1 .. I <I• ~ I .... -ti' , 

Quebec will also have to be 
"watered-down", etc. The govern
ment's answer to this is that this 
is a public education system being 
paid for by taxpayers' money and 
there seems little sense in pro
viding funds for those who are go
ing to leave. 

Further information is avail
able in the June/ July 1981 issue of 
MEQNEWS, published by the 
g_e'Vernment. This publication and 
the PAPT short summary have 
been distributed to the schools. If 
you wish to see these articles, call' 
your school principal. 

.R:ecm:;der: Doreen Canavan · 
• • 

1 
' • ' Edgdibater School 
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PLENARY SESSION: 

No urgency for change 
Speaker: Lucien Rossaert, Vice
Chairman, Superior Council of 
Education. 

In his address "Facing the 
Issues" Mr. Rossaert began by 
outlining the historical events 
that have led to the current situa
tion in Quebec education today. 

He noted that the discussion on 
Educational Confessionality is 
not a recent issue but dates back 
to the tabling of Volume 4 of the 
Parent Commission Report in the 
early 1960s. The crux of the diffi
culty rests with the fact that two 
sets on rights (one based on the 
BNA Act, the other based on re
cent declarations of human free
doms) are juxtaposed. 

Mr. Rossaert stated "freedom of 
religion and non-discrimination 
must be an integral element of 
any modification that will be 
brought to the confessional educa
tional syst~m in Quebec" and fur
ther that "it is the view of the 
Superior Council of Education 
that both sets of rights may be 
respected within the present 
structures." 

In its year-long study on educa
tion confessionality the Superior 
Council observed what was tak
ing place in the schools and noted 
the different interPretations of 
confessionality. They also con
sulted representative organiza
tions that had varied experiences 
with confessionality. In this way 
the Council was able to document 
realistic aspirations of the com
posite Quebec community. 

"The Council's study indicates 
that there exists a definite desire 
for diversified schools. What is 
advocated is "'not necessarily 
pluralist schools but a plurality of 
schools." 

Within this context, the Council 
discovered the strong desire for a 
truly educational school, having 
the following attributes: (1) provi
sion of a priority, quality educa
tion; (2) provision of moral and 
religious education and (3) a 
respect' of indi\riiiua:l" rights and . 
freedo?.1s-.1 , , . ~ , t . ,. ·, . 1 , , .. ,, • .. 1 ·, 

• . ~ 8) l...' ( c.. ~) + ·,t, ' ~ X l ~,. )l f I l' r) 

It was consequently recem
mended by the Council that these 
three expectations of the public 
be realized within the context of 
the local school. The Council also 
recommended that in considering 
modific\itions, they should be• ap
plied i>ithin the existing two 
school board networks (Catholic 
and Protestant). "There is no 
urgency for radical change!" 
stated Mr. Rossaert. 

The Council further recom
mended "if it be the desire of local 
communities, that schools of 
pluralist character and schools 
with confessional cohabitation be 
developed.'' 

Mr. Rossaert stated in conclu
sion that the "major recommen
dation of the Council is a call to 
the community at large to become 
aware of the issues regarding 
educational confessionality". 

Following his address, Mr. 
Rossaert was given the oppor
tunity to expand further on his 
views and the Council's position 
during a question-and-answer 
period. (See also Mr. Rossaert's 
editorial Human Right$ and Con
fessionality. 

Recorder: Doreen Canavan 
Edgewater School 
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Home and School News 

over 100 de~egates 
H & S: 

What's it 
all about? 

In highlighting the .. various as
pects of Home and School, Marion 
Daigle, Executive Vice President 
of QFHSA and President of Mac
donald High Home and School, 
pointed out the need- for local 
Home and School Associations 
and School Committees to work 
together to achieve their parallel 
goals of quality education and the 
general well-being of children. 
Both groups stress the importance 
of informed parents and could 
benefit from working together. 

Mrs. Daigle noted that the 
Ministry of Education (through 
the Deputy Associate Minister), 
the Superior Council of Educa
tion, and the Quebec Association 
of Protestant School Boards are 
only a few of the groups with 
which, at their request for paren
tal input, QFHSA maintains a 
liaison. 

Information obtained through 
these liaisons and the active com
mittees of QFHSA is passed on to 
local associations. Executives of 
local associations were urged to 
keep their membership informed 
in areas of particular interest and 
importance. 

Chief among reasons mentioned 
for becoming a member of Home 
and School are the import~t 
issues iJ\ educ~iQ.n ;in~uebe.e to
day-the _ majo'.t: •· change .:-study 
which efffcts school closures, the 
iss1,1.e of ~pnf~~siOI!,;i.ltty and its 
impact on , ,English-language in
struction, the cuFri~ulum changes 
now in process, and current legal 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

· Role-play leads to 
bett81' understanding 

Reverend Alex Morris opened 
the workshop by pointing out 
that sometimes when we think 
communication is taking place, in 
actuality effective communica
tion depends upon the personality 
and innate differences that the in
dividuals bring to the conversa
tion. 

action being undertaken by 
QFHSA testing the constitution
ality of Bill 101. 

All present were reminded that 
the impact of QFHSA on decision
making bodies is strengthened by 
the numbers it represents. All 
-memqers of local executives 
~hould assume responsibility 
along with.,._ the Membership 
Chairm~n tq. incr,ease member
ship. 

Input from local associations 
was requested in order that ex-

Through a role-playing tech
nique, participants were able to 
examine first hand some of the 
hidden factors that distort com
munication. 

A very enjoyable, interesting 
and informative workshop. 

Recorder: Louise Stronach 
Edgewater School 

periences of mutual benefit could 
be shared through QFHSA. In 
view of the many school closures, 
locals were encouraged to iden
tify their belongings to avoid loss 
or confusion in ease of closure. 

A comprehensive booklet con
taining detailed information 
about Home and School, with par
ticular emphasis on activities at 
the provincial level, was giveil to 
all attending the conference. 

Recorder: Betty Bouchett 
Elizabeth Ballantyne School 

CONSULTATION & LIAISON: 

A giving and sharing -of ideas 

;~, 
This workshop was led by 

Owen Buckingham, President of 
QFHSA, and was atterlded by 
about 20 people. 

The discussions consisted of the 
fact that consultation was an in
formation giving and a sharing of · 
ideas between the Principal and 
the parent groups in a school, 
namely the School Committee 
and the Home and School 
Association. 

When both these groups in a 
school are combined, the informa
tion giving and the exchanging of 
ideas is much easier. If the groups 
are separat~ 1 th~nl' the -consulta- r 
tlon could l

1
ea'd' tbAn~me'r9':!.s mee.t;.! 

i~r.~mtfS,'""ttie~or~m-

mittee is consulted as it is this· 
group that the principal, by law, 
must consult. · 

When the opinion of both 
groups is desired, then the Home 
and School Association can often 
be consulted during the day as 
these parents are frequently in 
the school and the School Com
mittee may be consulted at night. 

In some cases the Home and 
School Association may only be 
used as a support or fund raising 
group in the school and may not 
wish to be consulted on certain 
matters. In these cases the school 
administrators may ,only inform
the group of what is gciini on ou·t , 
will not expect them to reac[ • - .. -

I 

Perhaps the Home and School 
Association may not be sure of 
where they stand in this vast 
world of consultation but they 
should realize that through the 
QFHSA they have a direct voice 
to the MEQ. 

School administrators could 
also make use of this direct 
pipeline by informing and con
sulting with their Home and 
School Associations. 

Finally parents must remember 
and realize that even when they 
are consulted their input may not 
be the final say, that only part of 
it may be used. , 
. . . ' l\ecorder1 Val Carpenter 
., ~" ~ . .. 'Meltciowbrook School 

, Pages 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS: 

Innovation iinportant 
A great deal of information is 

available about types- of pro
grams suitable for elementary 
schools that Home & School 
Associations can sponsor. How
ever, at the high school level, 
associations often seem at a loss 
when it comes to putting together 
worthwhile programs. This work
shop, led by Wilma Irvin from 
John Rennie High Home & 
School, was designed to highl~ht 
program ideas that have proven 
successful in a number of local 
schools. Generally these pro
grams have attempted to fill a 
perceived need for information on 
the part of students and parents. 

Panelist Kathie Matchett 
described the highly successful 
careers day program held at 
Lachine High School. This was 
primarily aimed at the grade 9 
students. Early in the year 
students were provided with lists 
of careers, from which they were 
encouraged to pick one or more of 
particular interest. Careers 
receiving 10 or more enquiries 
were included in the program. 
Resource people were drawn from 
various universities, CEGEPs, 
local businesses and professional 
groups. A measure of the success 
of the program was indicated by 
the fact that the last careers day, 
held on a professional d'ay, saw 
more than 300 interested students 
turn up. Kathy outlined some of 
the "pitfalls from experience" 
and suggested that although it is a 
very big project to take on, it is 
undoubtedly worthwhile and of 
great benefit to students and 
parents. 

Panelist Gretchen Code from 
Macdonald High School reviewed 
some of tl)_e many fund-raising 
and other programs that have 
been tried over the years at Mac. 
She emphasi;ed the importance of 
being innovative and varying the 
programs every few years. The 
fund-raising programs should be 
tailored to the financial re-

quirem:ents of the associaiion. 
Care must be taken to minimize 
competition for funds with other 
school groups involved in raising 
money. An annual' craft fair has 
proven to be a particularly profit
able project. Sales of specialty 
foods such as cheese and citrus 
fruit have also enjoyed good com
munity support. 

Another worthwhile program 
that has been well received by 
students at the high school level is 
a babysitting course. Both the 
Red Cross and the Quebec Safety 
League have kits available to 
assist those involved in setting up 
such a course. Resource people 
such as a social worker, school 
nurse, fireman, policeman, local 
nursery school teachers, and a 
new mother and her child add an 
important dimension to the pro
gram. Students ranging in age 
from 12-16 (boys as well as girls) 
who successfully complete the ex
am at the end of the course are 
awarded a certificate. Once the 
program has become established 
in a school it has been found that 
parents often actively seek baby
sitters who have successfully 
completed the course. 

An information program on 
child abuse and rape has been ef
fectively presented at LaSalle 
High School. The group leader at 
the workshop presented an out
line containing step-by-step 
guidelines for associations plan
·ning to sponsor such a program. 
The presentation is for both 
parents and students. The core of 
the program is an excellent film 
produced by the RCMP entitled 
"Rape Alert" . A National Film 
Board presentation entitled "This 
Film is About Rape" could also be 
used. The audio-visual presenta
tion can be supplemented by a 
handout presenting additional in
formation about the problem. 
Properly handled this can be a 
particularly informative and 
thought-provoking program for 
both parents and students. 

MORE-1.EABERSH/P·REPORTS ON PAGES 12··•- ·ta-



IN THE FRENCH CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Human rights and 
respect for difference 

One of the reasons for promot
ing the unified school districts 
with no label of Catholic and 
Protestant would be to make it 
possible for the rights of parents 
and students of other religious 
persuasions or without any 
association with a religious faith 
to be better respected than at 
present. 

In the French Catholic schools 
of today there are many children 
who are non-Catholic or whose 
parents do not wish confessional 
education. Their difference is pro
vided for only by the right to re
quest exemption from religious 
courses. 

In a reformed system, with net-

works of schools of different 
kinds, there is room for non-Cath
olic, non-Protestant schools, and 
for opting out of, not being ex
empted from, religious courses. 

Ther:e are many English Cath
olic children at present in Protes
tant schools under agreement 
with the Catholic board. They 
have the right to Catholic reli
gious instruction, and the fact of 
respecting this right has made it 
possible for English-speaking 
children to q,e grouped in a neigh
borhood school which serves both 
Catholic and Protestant parents. 
Similar agreements are possible 
to bring Protestant children into 

· an English Catholic school, where 

IT'S IDEALISTIC . • • 

The number of students a school 
board manages varies in Quebec 
today from less than 1,000 
students (in 33 boards) to over 
20,000 (in 9 boards). Seventy-two 
boards receive between 2,000 and 
5,000 students. Seventy percent of 
the present school boards ad
minister fewer than 5,000-
students each. The case for amal
gamation is strong. 

Amalgamation_ along 'confes
sional' lines, retaining Catholic 
and Protestant boards, would not 
improve this situation, except in a 
few urban areas. The only practi
cal solution is the amalgamation 
of school boards on a geographical 
basis. 

. 
OTHER KINDS OF 
SCHOOLS 

Retaining the 'confessional' 
structure at the board level does 
nothing to solve the problem of 
the education of non-Catholic 
children directed towards French 
schools which outside the Mont
real area are all Catholic in status. 

Unified boards will permit the 
recognition of schools which haye 

(continued from p 1) 
no tie to a religious denomina
tion, where children · and their 
parents have the right to be other 
than Catholic. 

With fewer boards channelling 
budget requests to the Ministry of 
Education, and with MEQ 
regional offices supervising ex
penditures for unified territorial 
jurisdictions, greater control on 
public funds is possible, and com
petition for resources between 
parallel systems will be elimi
nated. 

The will of the majority in each 
territory will be exerted at the 
school commission level and will 
coincide more precisely with the 
will ,of the government which 
represents the provincial major
ity point of view. 

SUMMARY 
The objectives of the cultural 

majority of the province of 
Quebec are seen as attainable in-a 
school system which provides for 
div~rsity at the level closest to the 
parents, teachers and students, 
but which prevents significant 
conflict in the political arena of 
the school boards. 

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE 
to large classes or the 

pressures of competition 
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together the number of children 
makes an English school feasible. 

As the Superior Council of 
Education has pointed out, there 
are mechanisms available to 
school boards to respect the dif
ferences of children, while effect
ing economies in expenditures 
through inter-board agreements. 
The Superior Council has advised 
the Ministry of Education that the 
right to request exemption from 
Catholic religious courses should 
be changed to make such courses 
optional to all children and their 
parents. A change of wording can 

- remove the stigma attached to ex
emption and make all parents 
aware that they have to make a 
conscious decision about such 
courses. 

In 1964 when the Ministry of 
Education was established, a 
'mini-concordat' with the Cath
olic Church was signed by the 
Quebec government. In accord
ance with its terms, the govern
ment is to consult the Catholic 
bishops of Quebec before making 
changes to the present 'confes
sional' structures in elementary 
and secondary scheoling. 

Political platform of the 
government in power 
The Parti Quebecois came to power in 1976 on 

a platform which included specific intentions 
vis-~-vis the school system in Quebec. 

It undertook to abolish property taxes levied 
-for school purposes, to reorganize adult 
education, to improve the teaching of French (in 
French schools), to make the teaching of history 
and geography obligatory, with special reference 
to Quebec history, and to review teacher 
training. 

On the subject of the educational structures, it 
planned to set up local school 'councils' 
composed of equal numbers of teachers and 
parents with the principal and, at the secondary 
level, students. 

In each region, it pledged to institute unified 
school boards, composed of equal numbers of 
government appointees and of parents, teachers 
and students. 

Other clauses referred to free education 
compulsory to the age of 18, followed by a period 
of 'civic service', and the abolition of funding for 
private schools .. 

Party policies include a guarantee to the 
minority recognized as anglophone, of their own 
public education institutions, under certain 
conditions. 

IN PRACTICAL TERMS . • • (continued from p 1 J 
the process limits the time and in
volvement of principals..in other 
issues of a political or organiza
tional nature. 

At present the principal deals 
with the school board and with 
the school. To this would be added 
, the need to deal directly with the 
-Ministry of Education's regional 
bureau with regard to programs 
and staffing, to act as the chief 
executive officer of a formal 
school corporation. 

SERVICES TO THE 
SCHOOL 

At present the school boards, 
either separately or through shar
ing agreements, provide central 
services which, under the sug
gested reorganization, would ap
pear to devolve on the school prin
cipal. 

Purchasing of supplies and 
equipmen~ ·repairs and mainten
ance, payroll management, advice 
on implementing collective agree
ments, as well as administrative 
and educational policy are at 
present the task carried out by the 
school board. 

In a situation where the school 
commission is no longer a cor
poration, these functions would 
revert to the school principal. 
Staff would have to be hired by 
the school corporation to aid the 
principal, or these services would 
be carried out by the MEQ's 
regional bureau. 

Either way, it is unlikely that 
efficiencies in personnel would be 
significant, and the school's func
tion, to deliver the education, 
would become much more 
complex. · 

THE TEACHERS 
Teachers, like other staff, are 

presently the employees of the 
school commission. If the school 
itself is the corporation, the 
teachers and staff members 
would be employees of the school. 
It does not seem likely that the 
government would wish to 
become the direct employer of all 
school employees. 

CollectivJ ag!eements with 
teachers would have t<_> be signed 
by the sgJ:).oo~ c~!P(>raj-.ae!l~. •Baro, 

gammg must continue to take 
place almost exclusively at the 
provincial level between unions 
and government. 'Local ar
rangements' to implement the 
outcome could be agreed between 
the school and its employees, 
though even then the provincial 
union wields power behind the 
scenes. 

Job security clauses make 
'bumping' of teachers inevitable. 
The act of transferring teachers 
between schools would become 
even more complicated. 

DEMOCRACY IN THE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 

At present parents sit on school 
committees and on the parents' 
committee of the school board, 
both of these organisms set up by 
law. 

The commissioners on the coun
cil of the school board are elected 
every three years under a system 
of wards which ensures represen
tation from all areas of the 
board's territory. It also includes 
parent representatives, non-vot
ing members chosen by the 
parents' committee. 

The proposed unified school 
commission would not be based 
on universal franchise with all of 
the members elected. 

Each school's board of directors 
would be elected, some by parents 
and some by teachers, with the 
principal 'ex officio'. The chair
man of the school corporation 
would sit on the unified school 
commission, together with a num
ber of 'socio-economic' represen
tatives appointed by the govern
ment. The working language of 
the school commission would 
clearly be French. 

Minority representation on such 
a school commission would de
pend on the sense of justice (anq 
the politics) of the appointing 
government. 

At present Protestant school 
boards are totally or mostly Eng
lish like their clientele. Catholic 
school boards educate half the 
English-speaking students in the 
province, yet the English Catholic 
a£~~11.i_ty p~~ nq {ql"fl'aCvpi; ~,in 
educatio~. .1 ;- ·~ 11:, 1 1. 

SCHOOL BOARD 
CORPORATIONS 

The school boards have been 
legally responsible for the 
management of their schools and 
services, and for revenues and ex
penditures. Complicated budget
ary rules govern the latter, under 
government regulations. 

The school board is the 
employer of all the staff in its 
schools and services and it nego
tiates agreements with employee 
unions, either collectively with 
other boards and government, or 

· separately with a local union. 
As a corporation the school 

board can sue and be sued. It 
handles all legal questions on 
behalf of the schools, including 
grievances by union members, oc
cupational safety, school busing 
contracts, and the 'francization' 
required by language laws. 

The scho.ol boards of Quebec 
have formed associations, one 
Catholic and one Protestant, to 
identify shared interests and 
speak togethe:c..in their suppor.t. 
Conflict with government has 
been frequent. 

SUMMARY 
Dividing the school system, 

which has at present two major 
streams, into hundreds of indivi
dual school units, grouped under 
united commissions with only co
ordinating and supplementary 
functions, will increase theTole of 
the state in elementary and secon
dary education. Local schools will 
acquire a semblance of an auto
nomy which will be real only in 
relatively insignificant details. 
The operation of the schqol as a 
corporation will result in in
creased bureaucracy at the level 
of the school or the Ministry. 

The participation of parents in 
the proposed structure does not 
take into account the pressure on 
families to finance and manage 
their own lives at home while 
children are young. 

Changes of the kind being sug
gested are wholesale and have im
plic:a,tions fqr traqitional r:eJc\tioI).
sJ:J,ips jn the ~cho9~ sY:stem, 'f.':tk p. 
are (ar-reach1ngj 1 f, •• ·, 7 t ", 't 'i. (;. •.1.. ., 
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HOME Et SCHOOL'S LEGAL ACTION 

NOVEMBER 
1981 

Edmund Burke 

Bill 1 01 to court at last 
The Quebec Federation of Home and Schools Associations through its 

legal counsel is presently, after three years of marking time for the pro
pitious moment, completing final preparations in anticipation of hav
ing its case against Bill 101 heard before the Quebec Superior Court. 

What's been happening ... 
The 101 Action Committee (sub

sequently renamed the Rights 
Committee) organized by the 
executive committee of the 
Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations has been in 
existence for more than four 
years. ' 

Back in July 1977, Quebec's 
social climate was deteriorating 
and relations between linguistic 
communities were being strained. 

The QFHSA, conscious of the 
expected implications of the 
4p~erior~t~ng,.-fljtqati9n, estab
lished its Action Committee to, 
oversee the initiatives, actions 
and responses of the QFHSA in 
relation to Bill 101. 

Let's review the activities of the 
committee since that July in 1977: 

JULY 1977 
The first project of the Action 

Committee was to wrife a letter of 
protest to the Secretary of State 
concerning the bias and omissions 
in the federal government's docu
ment, A National Understanding, 
a document that was intended to 
explain each of the linguistic com
mllllities to the other. 

AUGUST1977 
The Action Committee organ

ized a busload of Home and 
Schoolers who took the message 
of freedom of choice down to the 
•Premiers' Conference in St. An
drews, New Brunswick. 

A letter was received from 
Prime Minister Trudeau com
mending the Federation on its 
brief for Bill 101. 

SEPTEMBER 1977 
The Action Committee wrote to 

all those who had submitted 
briefs on Bill 1 or 101 to the Na
tional Assembly. We gathered 
over 100 briefs in the responses. 
Originally our intention was to 
organize a public symposium. We 
would sponsor a public forum 
where all those who had taken the 
time and care to prepare briefs 
could state their position to the 
public. 

Those who had been denied the 
opportunity to speak, and the 
public which had been denied the 
information that had been sup
pressed, would both benefit. Un
fortunately, despite a lot of 
searching, we could not find a 
French-language co-sponsor and 
so we allowed, reluctantly, a good 
idea to lapse. 

In this month the committee 
also organized the submission to 
the Cabinet of a legal petition re
questing 'Bill' ·16'1' be : referred 1d 
the Supreme Court•~·r .r:·., :•· •·.r J <-' -

OCTOBER 1977 
A reply was written to- Mr. 

Trudeau setting forth the Federa
tion's position. Concurrently the 
Action Committee organized a 
blitz on Ottawa. Approximately 
200 members descended by bus 
and auto upon Ottawa to inter
view their MPs. Before the visit 
arrangements had been made for 
Home and Schoolers from 22 con
stituencies to visit with their par
ticular MPs. After those inter
views the party met as a group 
with spokesmen from the Pro
gressive Conservatives, the NDP 
and the Liberals. 

NOVEMBER 1977 
Federation received a two-page 

reply from the Secretary of State 
which ended with the statement: 
"I hope you will continue to pur
sue the issue within the prov
ince's judicial system". 

DECEMBER 1977 
The Board of Dir,ectors ap

proved in principle the initiation 
of a court action against Bill 101. 

JANUARY 1978 
An appeal to the membership 

for funds was launched. A brief 
was prepared and presented to 
the Task Force on Canadian 
Unity. 

FEBRUARY 1978 
A letter was written to the ten 

provincial premiers in anticipa
tion of their meeting in Montreal. 
This letter set forth Federation's 
position on 'freedom of choice' 
and 'reciprocal accords in 
education'. 

MARCH1978 
Detailed replies were received 

from Premiers Blakeney, Hat
field and Levesque. 

APRIL 1978 
Organization commenced for a 

public campaign for funds for the 
court action. 

DECEMBER 1978 
A writ of summons was filed in 

the Superior Court of Quebec in 
Montreal, seeking to have Bill 101 
declared ultra vires, and naming 
the Protestant School Board of 
Greater Montreal mise-en-causes 
in regard to the action. 

MARCH1979 
The attorney for the province, 

Langlois, Drouin et al, sufohitted 
the defense. 1 

' t ; 1 1 0 

The action, launched in Decem
ber 1978, charges that while the 
plaintiffs ''.support the professed 
aim of the Charte de la langue 
fran~aise" it claims that the act 
goes far beyond anything that can 
be legally justified and, in so do
ing, violates in4fividual and 
minority rights protected by the 
constitution of Canada. 

Lawyer William Miller ex
plained that, in addition to the 
QFHSA, there are 17 co-complain
ants - six parents of children de
clared ineligible for school in
struction in the English language 
in Queb~. three corporate enti
ties carrying on businesses in this 
province, and eight individuals 
pursuing various vocations and 
professions in Quebec. 

According to the Federation's 
101 Action Committee Chairman 
Calvin Potter, it is expected that 
the case will be heard before the 
Quebec Superior Court in N ovem
ber or December. 

In an effort tQ refresh the 
memory of readers, the Quebec 
Home and School NEWS outlines 
the effects that result •from Bill 
101: 

Specifically: 
i) It abrogates , and prejudi

cially affects the constitutionally 
guaranteed rights and privileges 
with respect to denominational 

SEPTEMBER 1979 
The attorneys for the PSBGM, 

Phillips & Vineberg, responded. 

DECEMBER 1979 
QF}!SA applied for inscription 

of the case. 

SEPTEMBER 1980 
The Board of Directors of 

QFHSA established the Canada 
Constitution Committee, to moni
tor and respond to proposals for 
constitutional change. 

DECEMBER 1980 
QFHSA submitted a brief pre

pared by the Canada Constitution 
Committee to the Joint Parlia
mentary Committee Hearings on 
the Canada Constitution, 1980. 

AUGUST1981 
The attorneys for QFHSA, 

Miller, Green et al, signed the cer
tificate of readiness that precedes 
the setting of the date for a court 
hearing on the action against Bill 
101. 

From the ~riod August 1, 1977, 
until August 31, 1981, the Rights 
Fund raised slightly over $66,500. 
This sum includes a $15,000 grant 
from the federal government. 

The total expenditures to 
August 31, 1981, including pay-, 
ments to legal counsel, amount to 
approximately $62,500. Full 
audited statements are prepared 
for the fund in the normal fash
ion, and'tax receipts are issued for 
dontitions irt exces~ of $10. · · 

schools which the Plaintiffs have 
by law; 

ii) It abolishes the English 
language as one of the two official 
languages of the province, mak
ing French the sole official 
language; 

iii) It prohibits the use of the 
English language as a means of 
communication and expression by 
the inhabitants of the province in 
their relations between one 
another and between themselves 
and the institutions which serve 
them or of which they are mem
bers, in almost every institution 
and facet of their daily lives; 

iv) It does away with laws be
ing enacted and assented to in 
both official languages; 

v) It seeks to create a uni
lingual French-language province 
by means ol, compulsory linguis
tic assimilation through which, in 
many areas of human activity, the 
freedom of linguistic expression 
in any language other than 
French, including English either 
written or oral, is not only 
restricted, but is prohibited; 

vi) It makes the use of the Eng
lish language as a means of com
munication or expression, in 
various spheres and activities, an 
offence punishable on summary 
conviction, and subjects those 
persons who contravene the lin-

The Provincial Govern
ment's and Home & 
School's lawyers have filed 
all the necessary papers and 
we have petitioned for the 
judge to set the date. 

guistic rules and regulations to 
severe sanctions; 

viii) It creates an investigative 
network, relying in some measure 
on private informants, with 
power to seek out, investigate, 
search and prosecute offenders; 

viii) It deprives persons of the 
fundamental right of working 
and earning a living unless they 
have "une connaissance ap
proprie" of French, as may bear
bitrarily determined by some 
functionary; 

ix) In Its substance Bill 101 is 
prohibitory rather than regula
tory in regard to linguistic rights 
being exercised in the province, 
and as such it ls repugnant to the 
fundamental rights and freedoms 
which all residents and citizens of 
Canada are entitled to enjoy, 
namely, freedom of speech, free
dom of expression, freedom of the 
press, freedom of assembly and 
association, and freedom of reli
gion. 

These are the plaintiffs 
The following organhations, 

companies aJJ.d individuals are 
plaintiffs in the action before the 
Quebec Superior Court to declare 
Bill 101 ultra vires: 

Quebec Federation of Home and 
School Associations, Dame Cyn
thia John, Michael Kakakios, 
Daniel Alzu, Dame Diane St. Ger
m a in, Dame Jacqueline 
Komlossy, Yehoshua Hanania, 
Tundra Books Inc., Laker & 
Kavanagh Ltd., Canadian Soccer 

Supply Co. Ltd., 

Dr. Frederick M. Wiegand, Vic
tor T. Podd, William D. Clinton, 
Dame May Cutler, Robert Laker, 
Alex J. Morris, Calvin Potter, 
Robert E. Lavery. 

Defendants are: the Attorney 
General of the Province of 
Quebec, the Attorney General of 
Canada, and the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Mont
real. 

·YOUR RIGHTS . . .. 
HOW MUCH 

ARE THEY WORTH? 
I want to heJp fight Bill 101. Please accept my con
tribution of $ ---- • 

Name ____ ...;.. _____ ~-----------

Address ________ PostalCode _______ _ 

City ____ ______ Tel.: _________ _ 

Please make cheques payable to: QFH.SA Rights Fund 
and mail to: 4795 St. Catherine Street West 

Montreal H3Z 1$8 
Official receipts will be issued for contributions of $10.00 and more. 

'· .. &- • . , ............. ,.It JI • ~ ••• , •• ',,l· . .. >- •• •• '> "W.:a. .... , ... • --.. -............ •. • • •• 1' ' ........ . 
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EARLIER ACTION AGAINST BILL 101 

Petition to federal government got sympathy! 
The Quebec Federation of Home 

and School Associations - which 
at t)lat time linked some 200 
Home and School Associations 
across the province with a total 
membership of 12,000 families -
recalls that more than four years 
ago (Sept. 13, 1977, to be exact) it 
forwarded a petition to the 
federal cabinet requesting 'that 
Bill 101 be referred to the 
Supreme Court of Canada, and 
predicting that delay would in
tensify the linguistic crises in 
Quebec. 

In reply, Prime Minister 
Trudeau stated, in part: 

"The fed_eral government 
believes that Canada has, and can 
further develop, a unique identity 

by firmly establishing the 
equality of its two official 
language communities through
out Canada. 

" . . . our position differs sharply 
from that of the Quebec govern
ment, whose proposals tend not 
only to divide Quebec from other 
provinces, but to divide the citi
zens of Quebec. -

"I would like to assure you that 
the federal government fully 
recognizes and sympathizes with 
your situation, and that means of 
ensuring respect for the linguistic 
equality of all Canadians will con
t inue to be a concern of the high-
• - priority " 
In its petition, the QFHSA said 

;t supports ar.d sympathizes with 

the legitimate aims and aspira
tions of the francophone majority 
in Quebec. But, as was noted in its 
brief submitted to the Parliamen
tary Committee of the National 
Assembly of Quebec in May 1977, 
Bill 101 has many areas of 
dubious constitutionality. 

To illustrate: 
1) Chapter I declares "French is 

the official language of Quebec" 
which is ultra vires in that it vio
lates and contravenes: 

a) The Constitution of Canada, 
the B.N.A. Act and Sec. 133 there
of; 

b) The ·Official Languages Act 
of Canada; 

c) The Quebec Charter of 
Human Rights; 

d) The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of the United Na
tions acceded by Canada and rati
fied by the province of Quebec, 
and 

e) The Accord de Cooperation 
signed between the governments 
of the provinces of Quebec and 
New Brunswick on December 19, 
1969. 

2) Chapter VIII declares in Sec. 
72 that French shall be the 
language of instruction in the ele
mentary and secondary schools, 
with exceptions. It ignores rights 
with regard to education enjoyed 
by a class of persons, and is there
by in conflict with section 1 and 2 
of Sec. 93 of the B.N .A. Act. More
over, by permitting in certain 
respects the use of the French 

language only in agencies of the 
government, w'hich include 
denominational schools, Bill 101 
infringes on the constitutional 
rights of denominational schools, 
which are protected by the B.N.A. 
Act. 

Many other instances of 
dubious constitutionality are 
cited in the petition. 

Bill 101 seeks to legislate 
French unilingualism in the prov
ince of Quebec in every sphere of 
life. Since some 1,200,000 persons 
in the province are non-franco
phone and, indeed, some 650,000 
are unilinguall'y English-speak
ing, the legislation tramples upon 
the individual liberties and 
human rights of residents of the 
province, both French- and Eng
lish-speaking, and has caused a 
grave crisis among the people of 
Quebec. It is imperative that this 
crisis be quickly resolved by clari
fying the rights of residents under 
the Constitution of Canada. 

The constitutional testing 
before the courts of the dubious 
provisions of Bill 101 in the 
natural course of events would 
take years. Substantial costs have 
already been incurred in challeng
ing Bill 22 in the courts, and it 
would constitute a mockery of 
constitutional protection and a 
gross injustice to force the oppo
nents of such repressive and coer
cive legislation to recommence 
again the arduous and costly pro
cess of legal proceedings. Delay, 

QFHSA believes, will greatly 
exacerbate and intensify the lin
guistic and political crisis in 
Quebec. QFHSA therefore re
quests an immediate disposition 
by way of reference to the 
Supreme Court of Canada for a 
ruling on the validity and consti
tutionality of Bill 101. 

The Supreme Court Act, Sec. 55, 
provides as follows: 

1) Important questions of law or· 
fact concerning: 

a) the interpretation of the 
British North America Act; 

b) the constitutionality or 
interpretation of any federal or 
provincial legislation; 

c) the appellate jurisdiction .as 
to educational matters, by the 
British North America Act, 1867, 
or any other act or law vested in 
the Governor-in-Council; 

" . .. may be ref erred by the 
Governor-in-Council to the 
Supreme Court for hearing and 
consideration; and any question 
concerning any of the matters 
aforesaid, so referred by the 
Governor-in-Council, shall be con
clusively deemed to be an impor
tant question." 

This petition for reference is 
made necessary because of the 
failure of the Quebec government 
to refer Bill 101 to the highest 
court of the province for a ruling 
on its constitutionality. It is note
worthy that when New Bruns
wick introduced its Official Lang
uages Act, 1969, the provincial 

cabinet referred questions deal
ing with validity and effect to the 
Supreme Court of New Bruns
wick, with the intention of avoid
ing costly and protracted court 
challenges to the legislation. This 
reference was made even though 
the New Brunswick legislation 
extended language rights, where
as the Quebec legislation dimin
ishes and proscribes language 
rights. 

QFHSA is aware of the many 
important considerations, in
cluding political considerations of 
state, which must be weighed in 
deciding to refer Bill 101 to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. But 
paramount among such considera
tions should be a concern for the 
issues of law and justice. In that 
context when the circumstances 
are appropriate the power to refer 
should be fearlessly invoked. The 
history of Canada would have 
been different, indeed more 
glorious, had certain other pieces 
of provincial legislation, such as 
the Official Languages Act of 
Manitoba, 1890, been referred to 
the Supreme Court of Canada for 
constitutional scrutiny or dis
allowance altogether following 
its adoption. Instead Canada had 
to wait 86 years for a court to 
declare the act had been unconsti
tutional. That weakness of the 
federal government in the 1890s 
has left a blot on Canadian his
tory which no government should 
willingly allow to be repeated. 

Questions asked (and answers 
given to them) 

What one man may say is 
fact ... another may Well 
term a blatant lie I 

tunately, the substantive sections In what way do New Bruns-
of the bill, taken in their entirety, wick 's and Quebec's Official 
appear to be in complete contra- Languages Acts differ? 
diction to the pious statement in While the Official Languages 
the preamble or, as one observer Act of New Brunswick had the ef
recently comm,nted, "after the feet of officially declaring, for the 
preamble it is downhill all the first time, that both French and 
way". English were to be the official 

Both Bill 22 and Bill 101 de- languages of that province for all 

The Quebec National Assembly 
on August 26, 1977 adopted Bill 
101. Four years later, in October 
1981, federal justice minister Jean 
Chretien stated in Toronto that 
the Quebec government had taken 
away a 100-year-old provincial 
convention giving anglophones 
their own schools. 

Quebec education minister 
Camille Laurin termed the state
ment "blatant lies". 

It is difficult for ordinary on
lookers to know who is right, says 
Calvin Potter, chairman of the 
Rights Committee, since the bill 
is a complex piece of legislation. 
• In an effort to provide readers 
with an understanding of Bill 101 
and the major issues resulting 
·,~·,,;n it, here are a number of 
···:esiions and answers: 

Bill 101 is generally condemned 
as being a discriminatory piece of 
legislation. In what respect is the 
bill discriminatory and can you 
give some examples? 

Chapter 2 of the bill, entitled 
Fundamental Language Rights, 
gives every person the right to de
mand their communications in 
French from the civil administra
tion, health services, social ser
vices, public utility firms, profes
sional corporations and all busi
ness firms; · it also legislates the 
right to speak French in assem- · 
blies, carry on activities in 
French, be served in French and 
receive instruction in French, but 
no similar or comparable funda
mental right is given to non
francophone residents of Quebec 
(some 1.25 million of the_m) who 
speak a language other than 
French. To the extent that the bill 

clared that French was the offi- purposes, thereby increasing 
legislates. a privileged status to cial language of Quebec, so what, language guarantees, Quebec's 
one •class of residents as against in essence, is the difference be- Bill 101 has the effect of diminish-
another, the bill can be declared tween them? ing or abrogating altogether the 
to be discriminatory. While there are a number of dif- use of t_he Englis_h minority 

. ferences in scope and impact be- lang_uage m the province. 
In what other ways can the bill t B"ll 22 d B.11 101 . There bas been much talk about 

be said to be discriminato ? ween t an t • m th ·bl t·t t- al"t . ~- essence we can say that whereas e _POSSI _e uncons I u 100 1 Y 
It ~ould !eem to be in direct Bill 22 legislated bilingualism in o! Bill_ 101, mother w?rds ~hat the 

conflict ~ith the Charter of the province of Quebec, Bill 101 b_ill nught ~e ul_tra v1res (1.e. out-
Human . Rights an_d Freedoms, has legislated French unilingual- side the l~IS~tave ~mpetency of 
pas~ed m Quebec m June 1975, ism in the province. the provm~aal lega~lature). Is 
which generally seeks to outlaw Have there been any other there a serious basas for sµch 
any and all forms of discrimina- lang11age acts passed' in Canada belief? 
tion because of a person's prior to Bill 101 and if 8~ ·what Yes. Although Section 91 of the 
language, civil status, ethnic or were they? ' BNA Act has assi'gned to the 
national origin, etc. y Th . 1. t C d federal government certain ex-

. es. e par iamen of ana a 1 • f · · d" t · d 
~~talwasndraft't SecBtill1on11072 ofh~he passed the Federal Official chus~veSpowt_ers9o2 JU~s icdionrta~ 

ongm . 1, w ach Languages Act in 1968_69, which as m ec to~ assigne ce am 
a!)owed Bll:1101 _ to supersede the recognizes both the French and othe~ exclusive powers . to the 
nghts proy1ded JO the Charter of English languages as the official pro~inces, there are certain areas 
~uman R!ghts, d~leted from the languages of Canada for federal which _are de~med to be concur
fmal version of Ball 101? purposes. Also, the province of rent, in whic~ bo_th lev~ls of 
Yes it was. Obviously the PQ New Brunswick adopted its own government, i!I- given. c~rcum-

government felt that allowing Official Languages Act in 1969 stances, can l~gislate: This is true, 
Bill 101 to clearly override the which declared both French and f'!r exmr~ple, m the fi_eld of educa
provisions of the C.harter of English to be the official tion. l'l;is c~n result m_so~e co~
Human Rights and Freedoms was languages in that province. Since plex. situations and ~t ~s qui_te 
indeed going too far. But notwith- 1974 both languages are in official posSible that the_prov~nci_al !eg~s-
standing the deletion numerous use in New Brunswick. l~tur~ has_ exc~eded_ its Junsdic-

. f B 'll 101 ·1'1 · · . . tton m legislating Bill 101 . s~cttons o . i • stt rem~t!l- m . 'Yell, JO view of the Federal Of- But doesn't Section 93 of the 
direct conflict with the provi~ions facial L~ages Act, doesn't this BNA Act assign the exclusive 
of the Charter of Human Righ_ts maJte Enghsh as well as F'°ench jurisdiction over the field of 
and Freedoms. The extent will an official language

1
of Quebec? education to the province_ after 

only b~ lcnown as enforcement of Not exactly. The important all, a number of Quebec cabin«>t 
the bill proceeds and cases words in Section 2 of the Federal ministers have repeatedly said so. 
emerge. . Official Languages Act extends Yes and no. Although this sec-

But d~sn•t the preamble of Bill their offici_al use to "all purposes tion does give jurisdiction over 
l~l (which ~ually declares the of the Parliament an~ the <:?ov~rn- education to the provinces, the 
P rposes ~«I; mtent of a law~~t3:te ment of Canada and m all mstttu- power conferred is not absolute, 
that the bill mtends to deal fair- tions of the Parliament and but subject to certain limitations !!- an~ _oJ>t:nlY" wit~ the ethnic Gove7:1m~n~ of Canad~"- ]!3~caust exceptions and restrictions as set 

monties m Quebec. of this limited apph~abihty, !t out in the four subsections of Sec-
Yes it does. It even acknowl- cannot be correctly said that t~is tion 93. As the Privy Council once 

edges the valuable contribution of law therefore m~~es both English declared, "the provinces' right to 
the ethnic minorities to the and French official languages of legislate is not indeed, properly 
development of Quebec. Unfor- Canada for all purposes speaking, exclusive". 

What spheres of community life 
and activity are affected by Bill 
101? 
Practically every aspect of your 

life. The bill deals with the use of 
language in six basic fields or 
spheres of activity which the act 
divides as foUows: 
Chapter 3 - Language in the 

legislature and the 
courts 

Chapter 4 - Language in the 
civil administra
tion, which includes 
all government 
agencies, munici
palities, school 
boards, health ser
vu;es and social ser
vices, e.g. hospitals. 

Chapter 5 - Language in the 
semi-public agen
cies, which include 
all transportation, 
communication and 
public and private 
utility companies 
and all professional 
corporations (e.g. 
doctors, lawyers, 
accountants, den
tists , librarians, 
engineers, etc.) 

Chapter 6 - Language of labor 
relatiQns. 

Chapter 7 - Language of com
merce and business. 

Chapter 8 - Language of in-· 
structio-n i.e. 
schools. 

But isn't the PQ government 
justified in legislating to protect 
the French language in order to 
see the quality and influence of 
the French language in Quebec 
assured? 
Yes, provided the bill limited 

itself to conveying, creating or ex
tending language rights (even if 
they referred only to French 
language rights, although this in 
itself would still have been con
sidered to be discriminatory legis
lation). Unfortunately, Bill 101 
goes much further than that, since 
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·Summary of action • • • from the EDUCATIONAL aspect 
QFHSA and 'six co-plaintiffs 

assert the following in relation to 
the constitutionally guaranteed 
rights and privileges of a class of 
persons with respect to freedom 
of religion and freedom of choice. 

QFHSA 
1) That QFHSA exists to pro

mote, encourage and assist home 
and school organization and ac
tivity in the schools throughout 
the province of Quebec which 
follow the,course of study author
ized by the Protestant Committee 
of the Council of Education. Its 
membership comprises approxi
mately 11,000 English-speaking 
families. 

2) That its purpose, as ex
pressed in its charter, is fqr 
QFHSA to achieve and secure for 
every child "the highest advan
tage in physical, mental, moral 
and spiritual education". 

3) That to facilitate the above 
purpose, QFHSA fulfils a public 
service which, in the words of its 
charter, is "to assist in forming 
public opinion favorable to 
reform and advancement of the 
education of the child". As a con
sequence, QFHSA is recognized 
by the government of Quebec as 
the lay body of parents serving 
the needs of Protestant denomina
tional schools in the province. 

45 That in seeking to preserve 
and strengthen their language 
and other essential human and 
cultural values, the membership 
of QFHSA form part of the Cana-

dian Home and School and 
Parent-Teacher Federation move
ment, whicb was founded by Mrs. 
Alexander Graham Bell at Bad
deck, Nova Scotia, on December 
18, 1895. 

5) That the conduct, adminis
tration and management of 
QFHSA is conducted and carried 
out in English, which is the 
language of its lay membership. 

6) That insofar as the provi
sions of Bill 101 constitute a pro
scription against the use of Eng
lish as QFHSA's language of com
munication with the civil ad
ministration and the general 
public, the overall impact of Bill 
101 has the effect of preventing 
QFHSA from fulfilling its objects 
and purposes authorized under its 
charter, thereby stifling the free
dom of QFHSA and its member
ship. 

7) That insofar as the provi
sions of Bill 101 interfere with the 
fundamental freedoms of speech 
and expression, on the one hand, 
and insofar as the language of in
struction provisions violate the 
constitutionally guaranteed 
rights and privileges of a class of 
persons with respect to denomina
tional schools of which Plaintiffs 
form a part, on the other, Bill 101 
causes Plaintiff separate, distinct 
and severe prejudice. 

SIX CO-PLAINTIFFS 
1. That the School Commis

sioners and authorities of the 
Protestant School Board of 

Greater Montreal are and have 
been ready to welcome and 
receive as regular and legally en
rolled students 'in their English 
language instruction classes the 
C'hildren of the six Plaintiffs, save 
and except for the compulsory 
and prohibitory sections of Bill 
101. 

2. That to the extent that the 
exclusion of the Plaintiffs' chil
dren from English-language in
struction is based solely on the 
criterion of language, pursuant to 
Section 72 of Bill 101, rather than 
religion, the said provision is un
constitutional, null and void and 
ultra vires, being of a nature to 
impair and prejudicially affect 
Plaintiffs' rights. 

3. That the compulsory charac
ter of -Sections 72, 73, and 79 of 
Bill 101, which have the effect of 
making language the sole cri
terion for being admitted to or ex
cluded from the denominational 
schools in the province of Quebec, 
are unconstitutional, null and 
void and ultra vires the Quebec 
Legislature, being clearly in 
direct conflict with Art. 93 (1) and 
(2) of the British North America 
Act. 

4. That Sections 72, 73, and 79 of · 
Bill 101 prejudicially affect the 
rights or privileges with respect 
to Protestant denominational 
schools which the six mentioned 
Plaintiffs, as members of a class 
of persons, had by law in the 
province of Quebec at the date of 
Confederation. 

5. That at the date of Con
federation the existing educa-

tional law (Consolidated Statutes 
of Lower Canada (1861)) provided 
for the exclusive management 
and control of Roman Catholic 
and Protestant denominational 
schools and school boards by the 
two major religious groups at that 
time, the Roman Catholics and 
Protestants in the cities of Mont
real and Quebec. 

6. That at Confederation, in the 
city of Montreal, the schools 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Protestant School Board were 
denominational and as such any 
rights and privileges which the 
class of persons had by law with 
respect to these denominational 
schools were protected by Section 
3 (1) and (2) of the British North 
America Act. 

7. That, at the Union, the de
nominational and dissentient 
schools and school boards had the 
legal right to accept and admit to 
their schools, as a matter of grace, 
pupils not of their faith and this 
right, also constitutionally . pro
tected, cannot be abridged or 
abolished. 

8. That included among such 
rights and privileges which the 
class of persons had by law with 
respect to these denominational 
schools was the exclusive right of 
the commissioners or trustees of 
the local school board to deter
mine the language of instruction 
in their schools. 

9. That on the coming into force 
of the British North America Act, 
1867, neither the Council of Public 
Instruction as then constituted 
nor the legislature of the province 

since August 1977 
it legislates the use of French to ness firm contravening the re
the exclusion of any other quirement to obtain a franciza
language. That's why we say the tion certificate, they can be penal
bill is repressive. ized up to $2,000 for each day it 

Can you give some example!> of operates without such a certifi-
such repression? cate. 
Here are just a few. Furthermore, a person can have 
If your company or corporation his poster, sign, advertisement, 

is involved in legal matters, its billboard, etc., forcibly removed 
proceedings and pleadings must in 8 days after summary judg
be in French unless your oppo- ment at his own expense. 
nent agrees otherwise; 

If you personally become in- Well, don't the Federal Official 
volved in legal' matters you have Languages Act and the New 
no right to have the legal proceed- Brunswick Official Languages 
ings in English unless your oppo- Act provide for penalties also? 
nent agrees (and notwithstanding No such penalties are provided 
that neither party may be French- in these other language acts, 
speaking). which provide for more subtle or 

Only French shall be used on incentive forms of penalties to 
traffic signs. bring about conformity with the 

Professional corporations and law. 
all other bodies in the province Are there any other possible 
shall be designated by their abuses contained in the bill? 
French name alone. Yes, the entire section of the bill 

All signs, posters and commer- dealing with "surveillance and in
cial advertising shall be in French quiries", title III, provides for a 
only. network of investigating commis

Only the French version of a sioners and inspectors, a sort of 
firm name shall be used in "language police" to make in
Quebec. quiries upon the request of any 

All instruction in school from person or group of persons. A pro
kindergarten to the end of high liferation of inquiries can be easi
school shall be in French subject ly anticipated, setting up citizen 
to certa~n exceptions. against citizen. 

No school body shall be entitled 
to introduce · instruction in the Much outcry and criticism has 
English language, where it is not been heard about Bill 101 infring-
already being given, without the ing on our various fundamental 
express and prior authorization of freedoms and individual liber-

. the Minister of Education. ties; is there any substance to such 
When people have referred to charges? 

Bill 101 as being an abusive and Yes, definitely . Serious con
punitive law, what exactly do cerns have been raised about the 
they refer to? interference which Bill 101 may 
For one thing, the offences and constitute on the exercise of our 

penalties provided for contraven- individual civil libertie$ and free
ing the bill are extremely oppres- doms, including our freedom of 
sive. For example, penalties of speech, freedom of expression, 
from $25 up to $1,000, in the case freedom of the press, freedom of 
of natural persons, and penalties religion, freedom of discussion 
of between $50 and $5,000, in the and freedom of assembly. 
case of companies, organizationsr How does Bill 101 interfere 
institutions and other "artificial with any of these freedoms and 
persons", are provided for anyone besides, isn't it true that there is 
infringing the bill. nothing about these freedoms in 

Moreover, in the case of a busi- the BNA Act? 

Let's answer the second part of 
the question first. While the writ
ten constitution of Canada, the 
BNA Act, contains no reference to 
these freedoms, the Canadian Bill 
of Rights does. Moreover, Canada 
also has an "unwritten" constitu
tion which includes the entire 
body of fundamental democratic 
principles and laws which we 
have inherited from the United 
Kingdom. That's why the pre
amble of the BNA is so important 
since it declared in 1867 that 
Canada is to have "a Constitution 
similar in principle to that of the 
United Kingdom". 

As regards Bill lOl's trampling 
on our freedoms, it doesn't take 
too much imagination to see that 
the outlawing or prohibition of 
the use of the English language in 
Bill 101 may have the overall ef
fect of curtailing or proscribing 
those freedoms in all of the areas 
and spheres of community life 
covered by the bill. 

Have there been any precedents 
in Canada for such infringement 
of indi'ridual freedoms and rights 
by a province and what has been 
the result? 
Yes, in a number of important 

landmark cases the Supreme 
Court of Canada has struck down 
provincial laws which constituted 
"an unj1tstifiable interference 
with the freedom of speech and 
expression essential under the 
democratic form of government 
established in Canada." A num
ber of the provinces, including 
Quebec, have at one time or 
another in our history had pieces 
of their legislation declared un
constitutional by the Supreme 
Court of Canada when the laws 
were challenged to the highest 
court in Canada. 

But how can you say that free
dom of the press is interfered 
with, especially when section 61 
of Bill 101 specifically exempts 
the news media from its restric
tive provisions? 
Although the public generally 

assumes that fr~e.domof the press 

relates only to the public press 
such as magazines and news
papers, this narrow interpreta
tion is not altogether correct since 
when we speak of "the press" it is 
deemed to include all forms of 
communication, even those of a 
private or personal nature. In this 
context it can be easily seen that 
the prohibition or exclusion of the 
use of the English language in the 
province can constitute a very 
real and ever-present danger to 
this fundamental freedom. 

But, let's be frank, why should 
the majority of francophones 
cpmplain about Bill 101 - after 
all, if it suppresses anyone, it's 
only the minorities that are af
fected by the law? 
This is one of the unfortunate 

ironies of the law, namely, that 
the PQ government has been able 
to create the impression that only 
the minorities are affected by this 
law. Although the majority of the 
francophone population wrongly 
perceives that it is only the Eng
lish minority and other ethnic 
minority groups that are en
croached upon, abused and dis
criminated against by Bill 101, 
they have, regrettably, not yet 
come to the realization that when 
Bill -101 places constraints upon 
Quebec's residents, whether it be 
to outlaw the use of English in 
commercial signs, business firm 
names, schools, etc. that the 
rights, freedoms and individual 
liberties of the francophones in 
Quebec are being trampled upon, 
as well. 

How, then, should we approach 
the whole question of Bill 101, in
sofar as the francophone majority 
in Quebec is concerned? 
Try to point out to them that the 

issue involved in Bill 101 is not 
anglophone vs. francophone nor, 
as the PQ government has tried to 
make it appear, a case of the 
anglophone community "seeking 
to protect its privileged and domi
nant position." Rather, it should 
be clearly demonstrated to them 
that they lose considerably more 

• 

of Quebec possessed the power to 
impose the language of instruc
tion on the denominational 
schools, whether Protestant or 
Catholic, and it is submitted that 
this constitutional limitation is 
entrenched in the law by Section 
93 (1) and (2) of the said Act, and 
cannot be abrogated by Bill 101. 

10. That the right or privilege 
which persons of the Protestant 
faith had at the date of Confeder3-
tion with respect to the exclusive 
management and control of their 
denominational school system 
constituted a right of freedom of 
choice of language of instruction 
as determined by their local de
nominational school boards. 

11. That this right of freedom of 
choice of language of instruction 
is one of the rights or privileges 
which was intended to be and 
which was constitutionally de
barred from prejudicially affect
ing this right. 

12. That this right of freedom of. 
choice of language of instruction 
has been exercised and enjoyed by 
persons of both major denomina
tional schools for over a century 
and insofar as the provisions of 
Bill 101 dealing with the language 
of instruction seek to abolish this 
right, the said Sections 72, 73, and 
79 are unconstitutional, illegal, 
null and void and without effect. 

13. That the constitutionally 
protected rights or privileges in 
the province of Quebec at the date 
of Confederation which existed in 
respect of the denominational 

(see ACTION next page) 

than they gain when they have 
their rights, fundamental free
d~ and civil liberties which 
they enjoy as Canadians or 
Quebecers taken away by Bill 
Ml, which is inappropriately 
titled Charter of the French 
Language. 

Why do you say it is inap
propriately called Charter of the 
French Laniniage? 
Because, until the adoption of 

Bill 101, the world had never 
before witnessed any, great law 
document, whether it be the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
of France, the American Bill of 
Rights, or the Charter of the 
Magna Carta of England, which 
while seeking to convey or grant 
basic rights, freedoms or liberties, 
instead curtailed or placed con
straints on the rights of its citi
zens. Bill 101 certainly appears to 
be a "charter" unlike any other 
charter in the history of mankind. 

There is a Charter of Human 
Rights in the proposed Canada 
Constitution 1981. Once it is en
acted, will it not abolish the 
abuses of Bill'llll? 
The Charter of Human Rights 

will only impede Bill 101 in the 
area of "minority language educa
tional rights". And that right 
~ould only be available to Cana
dian citizens whose first language 
learned was the minority 
l'4!,lguage of the province. That 
restriction excludes from con
stitutional protection the rights 
of parents in Quebec other than 
those born anglophones to choose 
freely the language of instruction 
for their children. Moreover, the 
Charter of Human Rights pro
vides no protection in the matter 
of language of business, language 
of labor relations, language of 
semi-public agencies and 
language in the civil administra
tion. In fact, the Charter of 
Human Rights accommodates 
most of Bill UH while masquerad
ing ~ a constitutional guarantee 
of rights. - . 
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Action ... vires, null and void and· of no 
effect. • • • CORPORATE BUSINESS the British North America Act, 

and for the following reasons: 

schools in the city of Montreal, in 
addition to the right to determine 
the language of instruction and 
the right to the exclusive manage
ment and control of their schools 
included any right or privilege 
with respect to denominational 
schools which was in law being 
exercised or enjoyed by the class 
of persons at the date of 
Confederation. 

14.) That insofar as the provi
sions of Chapter VIII of Bill 101, 
entitled The Language of Instruc
tion, make language the sole cri
terion for being admitted to or ex
cluded from the denominational 
schools and to receive and follow 
the regular course of study and 
language of instruction therein 
provided, the said provisions be 
declared . unconstitutional, ultra 

15. Plaintiffs further declare 
that the foregoing provisions of 
Chapter VIII of Bill 101 are in 
direct conflict with the principle 
laid down in the Superior Council 
of Education Act of Quebec (1964), 
which declares in its preamble: 
Parents have the right to choose 
the institutions which, according 
to their convictions, ensure the 
greatest respect for the rights of 
their children. 
16. Moreover, the said provisions 
of Bill 101 are similarly in conflict 
with the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, 1948, assented to 
by Canada on May 19, 1976, and 
made binding upon the province 
of Quebec following its ratifica
tion at a federal-provincial con
ference in December 1975. 
17. That the said education sec
tions of the biil, insofar as they af
fect, are aimed against and dis-

,, 
1) The three corporate Plain

tiffs assert an infringement of 
freedom of communication and 
freedom of expression insofar as 
the provisions of Bill 101 and the 
regulations No. 77-488 adopted in 
connection thereto cause the 
Plaintiffs and/or thefr respective 
officers, directors and manage
ment separate aJ1d djstinct preju
dice in that the said provisions of 
law proscribe and penalize: 

criminate against the Plaintiffs 
who possess landed immigrant 
status in Canada and are aliens, 
are in conflict with Section 91 (25) 
of the British North America Act 
and invade the field of naturaliza
tion and aliens which is a subject 
matter under the exclusive juris
diction of the federal parliament. 

... PROFESSIONS, . TRADES i) Section 133 of the British 
North America Act which 
declares English is an official 
language of the province of 
Quebec as it relates to debate in 
the legislature of the province, 
records and journals of the prov
ince; the pleading .and process is
suing from all or any of Quebec's 
courts; and the enactment of acts 
by the legislature. 

The eight individual Plaintiffs 
pursuing various vocations and 
professions in the province of 
Quebec assert that the serious in
fringement of elementary free
dom of speech and expression 
seriously interferes with their 
basic right of living, working, and 
carrying on their activities in the 
professions or vocations in which 
they are engaged: 

Medicine 
1) That the effect of the follow

ing mandatory and prohibitory 
provisions of Bill 101, namely: 
Sec. 32 which compels the profes
sional corporation to communi
cate with members in.French; Sec. 
34, which prohibits the profes
sional .corporation from being 
designated in a language other 
than French; and Sec. 27 which 
may compel the Plaintiff to draft 
bis clinical records in the French 
language only, constitute a 
serious infringement of the Plain
tiff's elementary freedom of 
speech and expression. 

2) That in view of the precise 
medical nature of clinical reports 
which Plaintiff is required to pre-• 
pare, maintain and furnish, their 
preparation in the French 
language in which the Plaintiff is 
not thoroughly conversant or pre
cise, or any translation of such 
records from English to French, 
will create serious risk of error, 
however slight, subjecting Plain
tiff and/or his patients to poten
tially dangerous ramifications. 

3) The effects of the foregoing 
enactments have been as follows: 

i) To deny and deprive Plaintiff 
of any communication whatso
ever in the English language /Tom 
his professional associations, to 
which Plaintiff is legally obliged 
to pay dues. 

ii) To eliminate /Tom the hospi
tal in which he woTks all forms of 
communications, notices or 
printed matter in the English 
language. 

iii) The elimination of all forms 
of communications, notices and 
directives sent to him from the 
civil administration. 

These effects have seriously 
interfered with the Plaintiff's 
professional status as a medical 
doctor and undermined his basic 
right of living, working, and 
carrying on his medical profes
sion'in the province. 

departments, and agents of the 
civil administration; 
constitute an undue interference 
and infringement on Plaintiff's 
fundamental right of freedom of 
speech and expression and are 
therefore unconstitutional, ultra 
vires, null-and void. 

2) Moreover, the effect of the 
said prohibitory provisions is to 
seriously impair Plaintiff's right, 
as a duly elected official in the 
civil administration, to communi
cate freely in the language of his 
choice, namely, English, in order 
best to represent his electors and 
discharge his duties. 

3) That the said prohibitory 
provisions are in any event uncon
stitutional and null and void to 
the extent they conflict with the 
following: 

i) the provisions of the Official 
Languages Act, 1968-69, Section 9, 
which aut1wrizes the use of either 
the French OT English language in 
communication with the feder;i.l 
government or its agencies, 
departments or Crown 
Corporations. 

ii) the provisions of Sec. 91 and 
92 of the British North America 
Act respecting federally regu
lated companies and works in
volving activities in various prov
inces, including banks and navi
gation companies, interprovincial 
telegraphs, steamships, railways, 
Federal Crown Corporations and 
agencies, and federally incorpor
ated companies. 

4) Insofar as said sections pur
port to apply to federally incor
porated and regulated companies, 
Federal Crown Corporations and 
agencies, interprovincial public 
utility firms; to companies en
gaged in television, radio and 
interprovincial or international 
trade and commerce, the said sec
tions are ultTa vires and void. 

Trades, Business 
& Professions 

ii) The Official Languages Act, 
1968-69, Sec. 2, which declares 
that for all purposes of parlia
ment and the government of 
Canada, English is an official 
language in Canada, and there
fore, for and in the province of 
Quebec. 

iii) The Accord de Cooperation 
et d'Echanges en Matiere d'educa
tion, de culture et de communica
tion, entered into on December 19, 
1969, between the province of 
Quebec and the province of New 
Brunswick, which accord recog-' 
nizing French and English as ofji
cial languages in Quebec and New 
Brunswick was in force and effect 
and binding upon the province of 
Quebec at the date of the sanction
ing of Bill 101. 

iv) Section 92(1) of the British 
North America Act prohibits and 
precludes the provincial legisla
ture from amending the Constitu
tion as it affects the office of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the prov
ince, and, insofar as Bill 101 seeks 
to legislate in the French lang
uage only, it violates the Con
stitution as regards the office of 
the Lieuten-0.nt-Governor, whose 
official languages are French and 
English. 

v) Section 93(1) of the British 
North America Act which con
stitutionally protect~ the rights or 
privileges with respect to denomi
national schools that any class of 
persons had at Confederation 
which included the right of use of 
English, one of the two official 
languages, as the group's 
language of instruction. 

vi) All matters covered by Sec
tion 91 of the British North 

The remaining six plaintiffs, all America Act (relating to federally 
Canadian citizens and permanent regulated companies which carry 
residents of Quebec who carry on on activities in the various prov
their trades, businesses or profes- inces), irrespective of the prov
sions primarily in their mother ince in which they have their head 
tongue - the English language - office or are located. 
assert they have suffeJ'ed vii) Section 3(b) of the Jmmigra-
separate, distinct and severe pre- tion Act, (1976). 
judice as a direct result and effect viii) The British North America 
of the provisions of Bill 101, par- Act. This Act, written in English, 
ticularly those sections tabulated declares that it-is "a Constitution 
in sections B(2) and B(6) above, similar in principle to that of the Civic Administration " which constitute a severe en- United Kingdom". Thus there is 

1) That the effect of Sections 14, croachment upon the use of the the anomaly or absurdity of the 
16 and 17 of Bill 101 which: English language as a means of official language in which the 

i) prohibit the use of any communication or expression in country's constitution is written 
language other than French to the province of Quebec. ceasing to be an official languag,e 
designate the names of the 1) That English is and has been of one of its provinces. 
government, government depart- one of the two official languages 3) That although the provincial 
ments and other agencies of the of the province of Quebec since legislature may regulate particu-
::ivil administration. October 7, 1763. lar trades and activities within 

ii) prohibits the use of any 2) That insofar as Sec. 1 of Bill the province, its right to legislate 
language other than French in 101 abolishes English as one of the with regard to language does not 
written communications with two official languages in the prov- include the right to abolish the 
other governments or artificial ince of Quebec, the enactment is status of English as one of the two 
persons. illegal, irregular, unconstitu- official languages, since no ex-

iii) prohibits the use of any tional and ultra vires the Quebec elusive power with regard to lang
lan!luage oth~r, !h';\~ J:renf~ , ip . ~Et&s.la\\\r~\ .t9 ,t~~\~_xtent VW ~p.~ . •}l_f &e .as_ .a suNect, ~at~er was as
'!,Vntten commiinicatton lietween ·• satd emrcttneilt 1s m conflict w1tfi signed to ' the provmc1al legisla. 
tM.• .,gov~,rinn~,rt, • -~e-Txmeu,, . ..t'he.,feMew.ingit1 .r.,., • ,, ,, • " • • , ., , * • -hal8'1,y tk& ENA Ac~. - · · • · · • · · · · · .' 
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i) the use of their English-lang
uage corporate names; 

ii) advertising and promotion, 
publishing and billing in the Eng
lish language; 

iii) the use of publications, 
catalogues, brochµ,res· and dis
plays in English. 

2) That the corporate Plaintiffs 
suffer serious and irreparable loss 
and prejudice as the direct result 1 
and effect of the following sec
tions of Bill 101 which proscribe 
the use of the English language as 
a means of communication or ex
pression by their federally regu
lated companies and/.or in respect 
of their interprovincial trade and 
commerce in the various fields of 
work and activity tabulated. (Art. 
14, 16, 17, 21, 22, 29, 34, 41, 53, 57, 
58, 59, 60, 65, and 69). 

3) The pith and substance of the 
foregoing tabulated articles as re
vealed by their unifying principle 
and common objective consistent 
throughout, is the abolition and 
prohibition of the use of the Eng
lish language as a means of com
munication or expression. 

4) That the said provisions of 
Bill 101 constitute an unwar
ranted and unacceptable inter
ference by the Quebec National 
Assembly with the fundamental 
freedoms of speech and expres
sion possessed and enjoyed by all 
Canadian residents including the 
inhabitants of the province of 
Quebec. 

5) That the fundamental free
dom of speech and expression in
cludes not merely the thought or 
ideas but the means of expressing 
them, language being not merely 
the means of communicating or 
expressing such thoughts and 
ideas but constituting the essen
tial ingredient for the exercise of 
such freedom. 

6) That Section 205 of Bill 101 
subjects all natural and artificial 
persons of the province of Quebec 
who contravene or fail to conform 
to ot abide by all of the provisions 
and regulations of the act, to 
severe and repressive sanctions, 
penalties and punishments which, 
in effect, constitutes legislation in 
relation to the Criminal Law over 
which the Parliament of Canada 
in virtue of Section 91(27) of the 
British North America Act, has 
exclusive jurisdiction. 

7) That the sections noted 
above in (2) and (6) are beyond the 
competence and are ultra vires of 
the legislature of Quebec being 
outside the scope of the legisla
tive powers conferred upon it by 

i) The said provisions abrogate 
the elementary fTeedom of speech 
and expTession which is not a sub
ject matteT undeT pfovincial legis
lative jurisdiction and, indeed, 
tTanscends it; 

ii) The said provisions cTeate 
new offences, namely, the use of 
the English language, oral or writ
ten, where it is prohibited, and 
therefore encroaches upon federal 
jurisdiction in the field of crimi
nal law; 

iii) The said provisions are of a 
nature to affect the public order, 
safety and morals of residents of 
Canada as a whole, and therefore 
constitute an interference with 
the powers reserved to the federal 
parliament. 

iv) The said provisions en
croach upon Section 91(2) of the 
British North America Act, name
ly the regulation of Trade and 
Commerce, which is a subject 
matter assigned exclusively to the 
federal parliament. 

v) The said provisions are in 
conflict with the Canadian Bill of 
Rights, 1960, the spirit of which, if 
not the letter, is to make citizens 
equal before the law, whereas Bill 
101 makes them unequal before 
the law; 

vi) The said provisions are in 
conflict with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
1948, acceded by Canada on May 
19, 1976, following ratification by 
the province of Quebec in Decem
ber 1975. 

vii) The said provisions are in 
conflict with the residual powers 
of the federal government encom
passed within Section 91 of the 
British North America Act to the 
extent that they relate to feder
ally incorporated companies and 
federal works, undertakings or 
businesses. 

8) The said provisions are in 
conflict with the Canadian Citi
zenship Act, Art. 22. 

9) The said provisions, more
over, are illegal, being in conflict 
with and inconsistent with the 
provisions -of the Charter of 
Human Rights and Freedoms, 
1975, Section 10. 

10) That Section 42 of Bill 101 
is, in effect, a mandatory and 
compulsory order of publication 
in the French language press of all 
job offers and, as such, constitutes 
a serious infringement of freedom 
of the press which is a basic civic 
liberty which corporate and 
natural person Plai~tiffs enjoy as 
citizens of Canada, and its impair
ment is beyond the legislative 
competency of the Quebec legisla
ture. 

Overall point of action 
1) All the. plaintiffs ask that 

Chap. III, comprising Sections 7 
to 13 inclusive, be declared uncon
stitutional, ultra vires, null and 
void and of no effect, inasmuch as 
the said chapter is in flagrant and 
direct conflict with and contra
venes Art. 133 of the British 
North America Act. 

2) That, moreover, Sections 7 to 
13 inclusive are in contravention 
of Sec. 92(1) of the British North 
America Act in that the provin
cial legislature may amend its 
own constitution except with 
regard to the office of Lieutenant
Governor and the sections are 
therefore ultra vires insofar as 
they compel the Lieutenant
Governor to exercise his functions 
in the French language only. 

3) That in support of the fore
going the Plaintiffs invoke as 
their own the reasoning and con
siderations set forth in the 
Superior · Court judgement 
rendered by the Superior Court, 
Montreal (Deschenes, C.J.) in case 
bearing No. 500 05-020 126-775. 

4) That the various impugned 
sections of Bill 101 are so intercon
nected and interrelated that 
taken and read together they ex
press a .single legislative purpose 
which, in its pith and substartce, 
is to lessen, infringe, abroga-te, 

abolish or extinguish the linguis
tic rights of the inhabitants of the 
province of Quebec and Plaintiffs 
in particular in their use of the 
English language as a means of 
communication and of expression 
and, as such, the statute is ultra 
vires. 

5) That Plaintiffs are accord
ingly entitled by law to pray for a 
judgment declaring Bill 101, 
Charte de la langue fran,;aise, as 
well as all regulations adopted in 
relation to the said act, namely 
regulations 77-486, 77-487, and 
77-488, unconstitutional, ultra 
vires, null and void and of no ef
fect; and subsidiarily, should Bill 
101 not be declared ultra vires in 
its entirety, that the following 
sections of the statute be declared 
unconstitutional and ultra vires 
the Provincial Legislature, to wit: 

Art. 1, Art. 7 to 13 inclusive, 
Art. 14, 16, 17,21,22,27,29,31,32, 
34, 41, 42, 53, 57, 58, 59, 60, 69, 72, 
73, 79, 205, 212, 213 and Chap. VII. -

MISES-EN-CAUSE 
THE A'ITORNEY GENERAL 

OF CANADA, represen~ing Her 
Majesty in the right of Canada 
and THE PROTESTANT 
SCHOOL BOARD OF GREATER 
MONTREAL. . , :·. · . ' 



Superior Council of Education: 
English Schools represented on commissions 

Five of the appointees to the 
four permanent commissions of 
the Superior Council of Education 
come from the proyince's English 
school communities. 11J,e appoint
ments take effect from September 
1981 and run for three years. 

Graham Jackson, coordinator of 
student services for the Eastern 
Quebec Regional Board, is to sit 
on the elementary commission. 
The secondary commission ap
pointments include Steve Kirby, 
a teacher in the English section of 
the Montreal Catholic School 
Commission, and Brenda Harvey, 
who teaches vocational courses at 
the PSBGM. 

In adult education, Raymond 
Bolla, director of adult education 
for L'9.keshore Baldwin Cartier, is 

' 

an appointee. As for higher educa
tion, appointments include.that of 
Dr. Norman Henchey of McGill 

One parent is named to a com
mission in this year's round of ap
pointments. Hildburg Barkany, 
chairman of the parents' commit
tee of St-Jerome, is now a member 
of the secondary commission. 

The Superior Council of Educa
tion each year invites groups 
within the education community 
to submit nominations for places 
on its permanent' commissions. 
Each commission has from nine to 
fifteen members, including the 
chairman, who is designated by 
the Superior Council. The com
missions meet at least four times 
a year and their meetings may be 
held anywhere in the province. 

School Performance, Birth Weight and Sleep. 

There is a correlation between 
birth weight, height, sleeping 
time, and poor school perfor
mance. 

A study undertaken in France 
has shown that 26% of children 
who are behind in school weighed 
less than 2.5 kilos at birth, and 
13% weighed less than 3.5 kilos. 
In contrast, 12% of children whose 
birth weight was normal or above 
normal are ahead in school. 

In the case of height, 34% of 

School Calendar: 

backward pupils are below the 
average, and 5.9% are above the 
average in height. 

There is also a close relationship 
between family home conditions 
and child development. A child 
without his or her own room is 
likely to be behind in school. 

Sleeping time is also signifi: 
cant. Children who sleep eight 
hours or less are five times more 
likely to be behind in school than 
those who sleep nine hours 

Week off in February at some boards 
This year at the Montreal Cath

olic School Board, and at certain 
other Catholic boards, teachers 
and students will have the benefit 
of a week's holiday at the end of 

February. 
According to the Montreal Cath

olic School Board, the last . week 
in February is marked by absen
teeism aniong the staff. 

Need agreement for new English School 
The School Council of the Island 

of Montreal has asked the Protes
tant School Board of Greater 
Montreal and the Verdun Catholic 
School Board to reopen discussion
on the construction and adminis
traion of an elementary school on 
Nuns' Island. -

Nuns' Island has experienced 
rapid growth in the construction 
of residential accommodation in 
the last ten years and English 
school services are needed. 
Because the English elementary 
population is split between the 
Protestant and the Catholic 
boards and is only sufficient to 

warrant the construction of a 
single English school, plans to 
provide English elementary 
schooling have been the victim of 
jurisdictional dispute. 

The Ministry of Education has 
advised the School Council of the 
Island of Montreal that it is ready 
to recommend construction of a 
single English school for , 330 
pupils provided that the school 
boards concerned can come to an 
agreement as to which shall own 
and administer it, and as to the 
terms for the provision of educa
tion for the pupils of the other 
board. 

Schoo1 system communications 
THE LENS comes back 

This summer the Lakeshore 
School Board revived its .news
paper, the Lakeshore Educational 
News (LENS), which was estab
lished several years ago as a com
munication medium between the 
board and its community. 

The summer 1981 issue of the 
LENS was devoted to informa
tion about budget cuts and the 
Frencli second language policy 
adopted by the Lakeshore School 

Join in IYDP 
If you are looking for a way to 

get involved during the Interna
tional Year_of Disabled Persons, 
why not try implementing one of 
these ideas: 
• encourage local television sta
tions to provide some captioned 
programs for hearing-impaired 
persons; 
• promote or create organizations 
of parents who have children with 
a disability; 

Board in February. The edition 
was published in both English 
and French and distributed to all 
families with children in Lake
shore schools. Just as it was ready 
for circulation, the postal strike 
intervened to delay its delivery. 

The Lakeshore School Board 
plans to issue editions of the 
LENS as frequently as funds 
permit. 

• represent the interests of the 
disabled at meetings of village 
boards, school boards, etc.; 

• initiate and support laws or or
dinances to create a barrier-free 
environment; 
• conduct a comm1mity survey to 
determine how efficiently the 
community at large is meeting its 
obligation to disabled children, 
youth and adults. 

"Out of the mouths of . . . " 
The kindergarten class of a cer

tain West Island school recently 
went on a field trip to Granby 
Zoo. As the <;lass approached the 
<leer enclqs'l1<Tll the t~ac,her en
quired "Who knows · 1wl),qt · thip 

animal is called?" No one knew. 
"It's what your mother calls your 
father" hinted the teacher. 

"Oh my gosh!" exclaimed one 
small chap. "1 didn't know a, lp11,$e 
wa,s.that bigl': . J. _ 
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GIFTED It TALENTED STUDENTS 

Summer school for one hundred 
The McGill Summer School for 

Gifted and Talented officially 
opened it's doors to approximate
ly 100 students in the venerable 
High School of Montreal on July 
22, 1981. The students ranged 
from Grade 2 to Grade 8 and were 
grouped into five classes. The 
class hours were from 9 AM to 
Noon, with a 20 minute interlude, 
and the children loved every 
minute of it. 

evening for parents, as well as an 
open-house and a recital were 
held. Pupil's progress reports 
were given to parents and cer
tificates to the children. 

Because the Summer School 
was also a training lab for 
teachers, each class illustrated a 
particular teaching method: 
Bloom's Taxonomy, Renzulli's 
Triad and Structure of the In
tellect (Guilford-Meeker). 

The enthusiastic and hard
working master-teachers and 
teachers in training , animated by 
the Director, Dr. Sally Patton, 
created a warm, receptive at
mosphere where each child 
positively bloomed. The children 
could hardly wait to~ get to the 
classroom in the morning. They 
had challenging problems to solve 

and stimulating exchanges to pur
sue with their teachers and peer 
group. They were often loathe to 
leave their work for recess. There 
was no homework, but the 
children pursued their ideas at 
home and endeavoured to think 
out alternate ways of solving pro
blems that had been presented in 
class. 

It was also a tremendous learn
ing experience for parents. It's ex
pected they would support a con
tinuation of the programme next 
summer. Should the McGill sum
mer School for the Gifted and 
Talented reopen for a second 
term, all parents of gifted 
=hildren are urged to give thf'ir 
children the opportu1h ty to at
tend. It will be an experience of a 
lifetime for them. 

The theme of Architecture was 
used as a basis for the study 
course and each class focussed on 
a particular period in architecture 
or a particular type of architec
ture (based on the curriculum 
outlined in ARCHITECTURE 
published by Patton Pending, · 
Sausalito, Calif.). To illustrate: 
the Japanese house was used in 
one class (approx. Grade 5). 
Students explored how nature 
(hot summers, typhoons, earth
quakes) influenced the desig,9 of 
the Japanese house and garden. In 
math, problems were solved bas
ed on the size and layout of the 
house in relation to the size of 
tatami mats; rotational and 
bilateral symmetry, graphing and 
how to form a consensus by the 
use of a matrix. In philosophy, the 
search for perfection and beauty 
in simplicity. In art, the children 
learned silk-screening, origami 
and kite making. In literature, 
they wrote poetry, compositions 
and did free reading. Over and 
above this, the children learned 
about building architectural 
structures by constructing air
ports, hospitals and other public 
buildings to scale and they also 
did various learning games and 
puzzles. 

Provide for children to develop · 

Following a similar format, the 
other classes studied Caves, 
Greek architecture and the 
Medieval Castle. There was also a 
computer unit presented in the 
class of oldest children. 

Within less than a month, an 

Dr. A. Jacquard, of the Institute 
National d'Etudes Demographi
ques in France was one of several 
keynote speakers at the Fourth 
World Conference on Gifted and 
Talented children held at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Mon
treal on August 21st to 25th. 

In his address Dr. Jacquard 
compared the development of a 
child's intelligence to the struc
ture of a sentence. A child's 
genetic inheritance is, like the 
word in a s~ntence, the basis on 
which all else is built. But just as 
words need a grammatical struc
ture before they form a sentence, 
a child's genetic inheritance must 
be exposed to an educational 
milieu before intelligence is 
formed. 

Intelligence, once formed, must 
take advantage of the third ele
ment, society. A collective 
memory, the experience of those 
who have gone before, and social 

structures such as libraries, 
museums and schools all play a 
part in the development of 
intelligence. 

These three elements form a 
child who is both object of his 
own intelligence and subject of 
his own life. 

Dr. Jacquard emphasised that 
- the role of society is to furnish th~ 

milieu for children to develop, not 
to develop them. This they must 
do for themselves using whatever 
genetica:l gifts they have in
herited and taking full advantage 
of their educational and social 
environment. 

A child who is over-en -iowed 
with intelligence (surdoue, en 
frani;ais) but who becomes a 
failure in life is a victim not of 
society but of himself. 

Dr. Jacquard's remarks were 
not universally· well-received by 
the large audience in attendance. 

REGISTRATION FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL 
SEPTEMBER 1982 

West Island College 
Registration fC?J" Secondary I, II, Ill, IV and V 

Non-denominational and co-educational 

The school motto "Praestantiam consectemur" 
(in pursuit of excellence) is reflected in: 

• challenging and enriched academic programs for students who thrive on 
challenge and achievement .,,.. 

• small classes with low student-teacher ratios where strengths and 
weaknesses are quickly identified and properly monitored 

• highly qualified and effective instructional staff who are retained and com
pensated for the excellence of their service 

• a complete learning community where social skills, leadership skills, extra
curricular activities and a full sports program complement the demanding 
academic objectives 

• a modern and fully equipped learning environment which facilitates academic 
objectives 

• a complete French immersion program which adds a dimension of challenge, 
of seconG-language acquisition, cultural enlightenment and overall improve-
ment in academic performance · 

• a firm and sensible discipline which ensure that inappropriate behavior will 
not interfere with learning. 

If you are interested in quality education 
and wish further information, please cont{Jct 

West Island College 
851 Tecumseh Street 

Dollard des Ormeaux, Quebec H9B 2L2 

683-4660 

,qa11s for. 1~82, ~e,_qistri!~ipn rr,'u,st be ('!fe,v,_db.~fore Fe.b~ ry 28, .1.~1'~ 
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: 

It's all technique 
Frances Ravensbergen, 
Community Organizer, YMCA 

The participants in this work
shop spent the whole afternoon 
being introduced to some leader
ship techniques. At the conclusion 
we had received an overview of a 
number of ways to work with and 
in a group. Some practical experi
ence was entered into as Frances 
had the participants work in 
small groups and practice the 
leadership skills she described. A 
folder of materials and informa
tion was given to each partici
pant. 

Fran<:es began her workshop by 
telling us that one-way communi
cation - flom the president to the 
members - is to be avoided as it 
is often not the most effective 
way to work. When an issue con
cerns you, you should poll some 
people; if you can find ten others 
who share your concern then you 
know that you have support to 
proceed with dealing with the 
problem. This is the test of ten. 
Using this, a group can be gath
ered and a problem can be delved 
into and plans made. 

Leaders are found in three 
components: 
-a) individuals who are self-confi
dent, understanding and respon
sible, 
b) groups, where leadership 
flows from one member to 
another. The skills of the indivi
dual are used to make the group 
work effectively, 
c) institutions like the provincial 
government, QFHSA, local school 
boards, etc. 

Stay flexible 
'The style of leadership must 

change according to the type of 
group being dealt with. A leader 
must be able to change his style to 
suit the occasion - this means the 
leader must know which leader
ship techniques he is able to use 
the most effectively in that 
situation. 

For most individuals the 
growth into leadership is attained 
slowly. When a person joins Home 
& School she wants to become in
volved. How does this person 
become a leader? She becomes a 
member of a group and is encour
aged to express her ideas and 
share her experiences. She soon is 
able to voice the priorities for her
self as a member of Home & 
School and what she expects of 
Home & SchGol. At this point we 
were asked to write down our 
own priorities for Home & School. 
As a small group of six we shared 
these and explained them more 
fully. In a non-threatening way 
we discovered everyone's inter
ests. This technique can be used to 
find the common priorities need
ed for a local. 

When a group gets together to 
share, explain and collate their 
ideas there must be a time limit. 
If this is not done then the discus
sion and exchange soon veer off 
the topic. 

Set goals 
Leaders must always have a 

goal (or task) and a method of 
achieving it. At first, when a 
group is newly formed, the task 
achievement is low but proceeds 
to high as the group continues, 
and the process of achieving the 
goal starts slowly then accelerates 
and attains a high level. At the 
first session a leader wants the in
dividuals to get to know each 
other, share ideas and opinions, 
etc. Their commitment is high 
though they may not achieve the 
goal or task. What is required are 
some tools for positive group 
functioning. As an exercise for the 
members one could hand out a 
team obseroation sheet (a sample 
in. the folder) \o ~ach ,apd ask them 
tp.,rJl~~th.,e,m~tj,Iig. Such areas as 
quantity and quality of work, at-

mosphere, communications and 
participation are included. This 
analysis will give the group some 
feedback on its effectiveness. The 
productivity of the group works 
in a spiral as the membership 
changes and the group must start 
at the getting-acquainted stage 
once again. 

Be aware · 
As stated earlier, a leader must 

learn to change to meet different 
situations; this is one of the goals 
of leadership training. This is ac
complished by improving theix 
knowledge, their sensitivity to 
others, thej,£ self-insight, their at
titudes and their skills. Becoming 
a leader is a growing experience; 
everything cannot be absorbed 
and put into practice right away. 

Practice 
Many of the skills that a leader 

can use can only be learned 
through practice. One of the skills 
that was tried out was force field 
analysis, a process of looking at a 
problem/priority/ goal and as
sessing what is preventing the 
group from achieving it. The posi
tive and negative reasons (forces 
promoting and forces restraining) 
working for and against an objec
tive are listed. An analysis of the 
negative reasons is made. One of 
the negative (restraining) forces is 
chosen for closer analysis. The 
next step leads to establishing an 
action plan to overcome the nega
tive force. It is interesting to note 
that both groups at this workshop 
chose the same objective - ways 
and means of increasing parent 
participation and involvement' in 
the Home & School. 

The Action Plan was obtained 
using another skill: brainstorm
ing. Any and all ideas were ac
cepted and taken note of. A brain
storm session should not last too 
long - it takes a lot of 
concentration! 

Summary 
In summing up her session, 

Frances pointed out that calling a 
meeting is not the only way for ac
tion to be taken - telephone 
chains, newsletters and news
papers are very effective tools to 
get things changed. Creative 
thinking is often needed to bring 
about change - finding solutions 
in new and different ways. 

One tip for leaders given to us 
was to always pull things 
together and relate them all to the 
individual. 

She also pointed out that groups 
are always changing - people 
leave, new ones join and so the 
interaction of the group goes back 
to the first stage. At some time or 
other someone else must take 
responsibility for the group, 
hence each m,ember should have 
the opportunity to increase her 
skills. 

This workshop pointed out the 
tip of the training question. There 
is a lot that can and should be 
done to better prepare our mem
bers who are interested in being 
leaders. 

In capsule form, Frances em
phasized the following points: 
a) one-way communication is to 
be avoided 
b) Use the test of ten to determine 
the interest in an issue 
c) groups of five work well 
together 
d) set time limits 
e) priority setting is not action 
planning 
f) use force field analysis to look at 
an objective/problem/prior
ity/goal. 
g) brainstorming is a useful tool 
h) pull things together so that 
t~er Jela~.b.~ck t_o_ the.individual . . 
f.u , G Jc J,.RE:«i,c,.r.de.r;•Ann Walker1 

Edgewater School 

FRANCES RAVENSBERGEN 

ELEMENTARY PROGRAMS: 

• I~, 
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Action and involvement are · keys 
The workshop "Programs for 

Elementary Schools" was led by 
Jim Warrington, the president of 
Courtland Park Home and School 
Association. 

The first panelist, Heather 
McBride, co-president of 
Edgewater Home & School, spoke 
to us about fund raising and hand
ed around an informative booklet 
on the subject. When planning a 
fund-raising event try not to 
duplicate activities already going 
on in your community. A discus
sion was held on various fund
raising programs held in different 
schools. Some were more success
ful than others. Howev.er, some 
programs are designed to foster 
school spirit rather than raise 
large sums of money. When it 
came time to spend the funds 
raised, a lot of Home & School 
Associations rely on requests sub
mitted by administration and 
staff in their schools. 

Next Sylvia Adams spoke to us 
on the importance of fitness and 
nutrition in our children's lives. 
Mrs. Adams, who is the Chairman 
of the Fitness and Nutrition Com
mittee of the Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher 
Federation, attended a workshop 
at the University of Saskatche
wan on the subject in May 1981 
and gave us a copy of her report. 
Mrs. Adams told us parents 
should know the type of physical 
activities their children partici
pate in &t school and the health 
program that is being offered. The 
primary causes of death among 
men and women are often areas 
where good diet and physical ac
tivity can affect the outcome. If 
children can be encouraged to 
become doers instead of watchers 
and understand the values of 
w.e~;¥13ID~P.; -~e;il~ . µie}'.. ,will 
reap ,b.enef1ts when they are older. 

A child that is active and enjoying 
himself usually performs better 
academically. There is often not 
enough time set aside for physical 
activity at the elementary school 
level. Mrs. Adams gave us a list of 
resource contacts on fitness and a 
brochure concerning a basic 
physical education kit for class
room teachers. 

Our final speaker, Mrs. Janice 
Thomerson, past Programs Co
ordinator of Briarwood School, 
gave us a very good format on 
how to start extracurricular pro
grams in our schools. First she 
suggested you should choose a 
program you can sell - something 
your believe in. Next get approval 

COMMITTEE WORK 

for your program from your prin
cipal and then research similar 
programs if possible: Send out 
survey forms to your parents on 
the extracurricular activity you 
want to introduce and then publi
cize it to the community. Mrs. 
Thomerson pointed out the impor
tance of hiring a good teacher and 
paying that person a top salary. 
Dont't expect to make big profits 
on your program, but any profit 
you do make should be put back 
into it. Have a wrap-up concert or 
recital at the end of the program 
and distribute pre-registration 
forms at the recital. 

Recorder: Peggy MacArthur 
Northview School 

Keep lines open for 
. good communication 
This workshop, led by Marilyn buses, the group was able to 

Ashby and Margo Purvis, was an discuss the formation, animation 
instructive hour dealing with the and finding the leader of a com
organization and animation of mittee. It was stressed that once a 
committees. It was explained dur- local committee was formed, it 
ing the course of the session that was important to communicate 
committees arise in response to with the school community anq 
either internal or external needs maintain liaison with Federation 
or resources. Examples of these and other Home and School 
were discussed, such as a safety Associations. 
committee being formed to deal One concern of the group was 
with local safety problems (inter- the problem of liaising between 
nal need), or a cultural enrich- committees at 1the local and 
ment committee developing to Federation levels. The vehicle of 
make use of a local drama or art resolutions was outlined as a 
teacher (internal resource). valuable methods of communica-

By means of a hypothetical tion. 
situation wherein a community Recorder: Lynn Keller 
was faced with a concern for the • w ... dPrm.Pr_e, ~nhnnl ' 
inecnamcalsafety'ornielrscliooT"'" .. •H• - ... -~-- - _,,,,.., . 

... 
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PARENTS' & TEACHERS: 

They ·work together for 
the benefit of children 

Anne Macwhirter, Chairperson, 
began the "Parents and Teachers" 
workshop by sharing a poem with 
those attending. The poem fo
cused on the idea of, rather than 
letting somebody else do a job you 
are asked to do, think, • "If some
body else can give time and self, 
then goodness sake! so can I!" 

Mrs. Macwhirter then intro
duced the panel of Brenda 
Dawson, Patrick Baker and Nor
ma Heitner, who obviously give 
much time and self when it comes 
to parent/teacher relationships. 

2) the management principle 
that the whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts. 
3) that there be a personal respon
sibility of respect amongst the 
principl¾l, teachers and parents. 

Once the principles are estab
lished then Mr. Baker feels one 
moves on to specifics. He stresses 
that children learn what they 
live. 

Norma Heitner, volunteer co
ordinator at Greendale School, 
began by saying she was not a 
speaker but a doer. She stressed 
the importance of the role of the 
volunteer and listed areas in 
which he helps the teacher - the 
classroom, gym, library, and in 
the area of fund raising (for equip
ment, etc.) 

Mrs. Heitner continued by tell
ing how the parent benefits from 
volunteering: 
• it provides a positive school ex
perience; 

I 
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• it is a learning experience in 
school curriculum. 
• it introduces the parent to 
methods of teaching. 
• it provides an opportunity to 
observe the development of your 

PUBLICITY & MEMBERSHIP: 

child from K to Grade 6. 
• it allows the parent to build up 
a rapport with other schoolchil
dren. 
• it allows for better communica
tion with teachers. 
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Mrs. Macwhirter thanked the 
panel and led a brief question and 
answer period. 

Recorder: Carole Creswell 
Howick Elementary School 

Brenda Dawson, staff represen
tative, related her experiences 
with parent volunteers- in Christ
mas Park School over the last 
twelve years. She pointed out 
that parents no longer work only 
in the library but have moved in
to the classroom and assist 
teachers with curriculum, be it 
French, reading, or in the area of 
learning disabilities. She said 
parents are eager to observe their 
child in his school environment 
and that children have gained a 
great deal from mothers and 
fathers coming into the school. 

Ms. Dawson makes a survey 
amongst her fellow teachers as to 
their needs of parent volunteers. 
A letter is sent to parents to dis
cover their talents and then Ms. 
Dawson and the parent volunteer 
coordinator work together to or
ganize and implement the parent 
volunteer program within the 
school. 

Stay visible-any way you know how! 
Fourteen Home & School mem

bers met in this workshop and, if 
any one point became evident, it 
was that there is no one right way 
to go about getting membership 
or handling publicity. 

Pat Baker, principal of North
view Elementary School, feels 
that teachers and parents have 
the greatest impact on the child. 
The principal provides the 
climate. Mr. Baker believes in 
three principles: 
1) that parents, teachers and the 
principal share the responsibility 
for the child's education. 

Donalda Walker, membership 
chairman Valois Park, tells us 
that she follows several steps. The 
membership campaign at Valois 
Park School begins with a letter 
sent home to parents. Attached to 
this letter is an envelope (avail
able from Federation) which is a 
registration form and money en
velope in one. These letters/enve
lopes are left in the teachers' 

AQUA K.I.D.S. 
KEEN INDIVIDUALS DEVELOPING SKILLS 
announcing registration for January 19, 1982 

AIMS: 
1 . to provide children with a situation in which 

they can socialize with their peers 
2. to improve the children's self-esteent 
3. to develop basic motor skills 
4 . to teach swimming in small groups 

ACTIVITIES: 
Arts and crafts, games, potpourri, 

drama, swim and gym 

AGES: 6-12 years, 
12-16 years if sufficient enrolment 

DATE: Tuesday, January 19, 1982, 
for 11 weeks 

TIME: 6 to 8 pm 
PLACE: NDG YMCA, 4335 Hampton 

between Monkland and Somerled 
(103 bus stops on Monkland) 

FEES: $35 to members of the Quebec Associa-
tion for Children with Learning 
Disabilities 
$45 to non-members 

PROJECT COORDINATOR: Kathy Mhun 

If you require further information 
. or wish to register, call: 

. , ' 
... f" , ~ · ' 

Kathy Mhun 731-4304 
Olga Kowal 935-1097 

.,:, ,' .. ,, 
J ; • 
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cubbyholes prior to meet-the
teacher night. 

Next step is an invitation from 
their principal to the meet-the
teacher night, in which he men
tions Home & School. On that 
night, Home & School posters are 
posted right behind the member
ship table in the lobby. This table 
is manned by someone who 
knows a good many of the parents 
- in Valois Park's case the Home 
& School Secretary. Parents can 
either join in'the lobby or in their 
child's class where volunteer 
mothers are on duty. These volun
teers pick up a previously pre
pared package from the member
ship desk when they come in to 
school on meet-the-teacher night. 
Their package contains a pen, 
name tag, membership envelopes, 
volunteer slips, instructions, list 
of students in the class (names 
only - it's easier to get just a list 
of names and pick up the ad
dresses from the membership en
velopes themselves) and, finally, 
a sign to identify the membership 
desk in the class. Volunteer 
mothers received 45% of the mem
bers signed that night at Valois 
Park. 

But there's more! Donalda tele
phones parents who haven't re
newed their membership and jogs 
their memory. Then in their Oc
tober newsletter she publishes the 
up-to-date membership figures. 
Almost 50% of families have join
ed so far this year at her school; 
50% joined last year and 60% two 
years ago. Donalda has found that 
many people are afraid to join in 
case they have to do something. 
People are short of free time. We 
have to let them know that what
ever support they can give us -
their name and membership fee, 
their time, or both - is up to 
them, and will be appreciated. 

Dawn Barrett, Vice-President, 
QFHSA and editor of 'Focus on 
the Locals' NEWS, believes that 
newsletters are a great way of get
ting our message across. She 
brought with her samples of 
newsletters from Courtland Park, 
Northview and Lakeshore 
Heights. Dawn pointed out that 
some newsletters are put out by 
Home & School, others by the 
school principal or secretary. Per
haps the most economical way is 
to have the school board office do 
it. This works out more cheaply 
than using the Gestetner. Pictures 
can be used - black ar.d wltit~ i,e- 0 

;.,e Qest, and it's helpftii• &;r kpdw ' 
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that Polaroid pictures do not 
come out as well, though they can 
be used. Northview's Hibou pic
ture page is extremely popular. 

Our kids and our schoolsfbften 
tell different versions of what is 
going on in class. It's interesting 
to include ~contributions from 
both!. 

The Lakeshore Heights news
letter started off with a list of up
coming events and their dates, a, 
message from the principal and 
some 'did you knows'. 

Did you know that in some 
newsletters the teacher advises 
parents of exactly what is being 
done in class that month, be it the 
multiplication tables or an art 
project? 

School Committee and Home & 
School have their pages. Court
land Park likes to include infor
mation on school policy. North
view seeks feedback on what ap
pears in their newsletter. 

Beaconsfield Library (and no 
~oubt other libraries as well) 
have two books on the subject of 
newsletters: How to start your 
own Community Newspaper by 
John McKinney and Editing Your 
Newspaper by Mark Beach. 

Dawn intrigued the workshop 
with copies of, and information 
about, a magazine written entire
ly by children. This magazine was 
a Lakeside Heights Home & 
School project last year. Let every 
child see his or her work in print. 
A noble aim - but it takes co
operation! While only half the 
teachers cooperated for the first 

• issue, by the third and final maga
zine all teachers were in support. 
Three hundred and fifty maga
zines - one per student and ex
tras for the library - multiplied 
by three editions. The cost: $125 
per edition. Most of the load was 
shouldered by two people. Notice 
was given to teachers, variety 
was sought, perfection was not! It 
took six weeks to get together: 
two weeks' typing, one week for 
pri11ting. All drawings had to be 
traced over in black ink. It was an 
important learning experience 
and complemented the language 
arts program. It became the most 
popular book in the school! 

Dawn urged publicity and mem
bership chairmen to send school 
news to "Focus on the Locals" . 
She cites perfection as: a typed 
report with school name on the 
upper left and name and phone 
number on lower right of the 
page. However, any news that 's 
of i'n'terest to other schoo1s sl\.oulil 
"1" tH,r~~etjth&'Wli-Y,. ·She has, and 

'l-01\'l ' , I 11) 1..'l"l ."{\ 

will accept, copies of minutes, 
clippings, annual general reports 
and scribbled notes. Don't forget 
pictures! To protect your prints, 
wrap them in paper first if clip
ping them to your letter, and label 
the back of the picture with a 
stick-on label or write softly with 
a pencil so as not to damage the 
other side. Not sure which photo 
to submit? Send more than one 
and let Dawn choose! It's a good 
idea to have duplicates just in 
case the pictures should get lost in 
the mail. We don't like to think of 
this possibility, but it can happen. 

Rose Kandalgaonkar, Vice
President QFHSA and a member 
of the publicity committee, 
reminds us that "publicity is your 
image, what the public sees'. Are 
you visible? Do you use bulletins 
for rush notices? Have you 
thought of using a Home & School 
stamp to identify your notices 
and produce a professional-look
ing letterhead? 

Some hints for posters and 
notices: 
• An 8 x 10-inch notice is a good 
size for most bulletin boards. 
• Use a clear message that can be 
read in 15 seconds. 
• Be specific - identify 'what' 
and 'when' 
• Letters 21/2 inches in size are 
easily read . 
• Stay away from primary color 
combinations. 
• Some good colors? Black on 
yellow/orange, green, blue or red 
on white, white on blue, yellow 
on black. 
• A construction-paper thermo
meter is a highly visible way of 
indicating your rising member
ship. 

Rose advises members to do 
what works best in their com
munity. That in mind, let's give 
the workshop participants the 
last word. From them to you, 
some tips: 
• More volunteers are needed all 
the time: be flexible in your 
expectations. 
• Don't forget shift workers. Not 
everyone can help between 9 and 
3, but that doesn't mean they 
don't care. One school has a 
volunteer coming in at 7 am to 
type. 
• Thank your volunteers. 
• Don't expect everyone to come 
to all meetings. 
• Seek help from students. 
• Publicity and membership boil 
down to one thing: people, the • 
backbone of Home & School. 
·' ·, ·R-ecorder: ·Heather Fawcett 
~ r, ·• ·-; ·•-·l • '·. :-. ·.Whb"1tdale 'Sbhool' 
t,· .,1·1 \ ,.-, \:liis;i_, t.r.s \l',",'l. 1,) 
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FOCUS 
BEACONSFIELD 

HELP ... We 
need parents 

Last year the Beaconsfield High 
School Home and School Associa
tion had a very active year 
despite the very low number of 
parents involved in the Associa
tion. Under the very able and 
dedicated leadership of Sally 
Waldo the group was able to sup
port the "Outers Club", the 
Winter Carnival, the Graduation 
Awards and Prizes, as well as 
make a generous donation to the 
library and the Audio Visual 
Department. 

The main fund raiser was a card 
party held in April in the school 
cafeteria, when parents and 
friends of the Association enjoyed 
an evening of play, delicious 
refreshments and lots and lots of 
door prizes. Winning numbers are 
called out and projected onto the 
screen by Mike Lyon, Head of the 
A.V. Dept., with students 

MACDONALD HIGH 

assisting members is distributing 
the various prizes (photo). 

The existence of the High 
School Association is seriously 
threatened by a lack of support by 
parents willing to commit 
themselves with time and effort 
to keep this important Local 
operational. Parents - where are 
you????? 

Dream Debate hosted 
Macdonald High School gym

nasium was the site of the Craft 
Fair held in late October, just in 
time for Christmas browsing. 

Over 30 talented artists and 
craftsmen, mostly from the West 
Island area, displayed jewelry, 
pottery, ceramics, toys, clothes, 
paintings, Christmas decorations, 
etc. A bake table, collectables, 
and a sale of used books and 
records completed the choice of 
merchandise. 

A light lunch was offered in the 
coffee shop. · 

ly for four classroom periods. 
The topic for all debates was 

"Be it Resolved that Sparing the 
Rod Spoils the Child". 

After lunch the Dream Debate 
between the two highest scoring 
teams was held in front of the en
tire student body. Beaconsfield 
and John Abbott vied for the 
honour of being the top debating 
team in the area. Beaconsfield 
High School was the victor and 
John Abbott the victim. 

Home and School News 

on the 

SEIGNOIRY 

Mums model 
fall fashions 

The 1981-82 school year has 
started quite smoothly at 
Seignoiry School., The Home and 
School volunteers are, once again, 
eager to work hard, hoping the 
results will be worthwhile. 

A Fashion Show, held on Sept. 
22nd, was the first successful fund 
raising event of this school year. 
As in previous years, teachers and 
mothers were the "expert" 
models of the latest fashions. 
Refreshments, provided by the 
mothers, completed the 'pleasant 
evening. Approximately $700.00 
was realized by this project. 

The Library is open and func
tioning very well. School supplies 
were delivered to the whole 
school during the first day of 
school and are sold now every 
week. , 

Once again this year Seignoiry 
is hoping to continue the very suc
cessful Chess Club started last 
year by Mrs. S. Lawton. 

November 28th will be the date 
of the second fund-raising event 
for the Home and School. We hope 
to see you all at the Winter 

I 

LOCALS 
EARDLEY 

-Help to buy bus "STOP" arms 
A very busy season is• already 

underway at Eardley Elemen
tary. A Harvest/ Autumn Festival 
was held at the school on Friday, 
September 25th. The children 
decorated the hallways and 
classrooms with drawings, pain
tings and crafts while teachers 
and parents brought in delicious 
apple desserts for sampling. 

On October 5th there was a 
Lunch Box and Nutritious Food 
Display at our Open House, 
organized by Pat McConnell. And 
on October 23rtt a most successful 
Fall Dance was held at the South 
Hull School. 

NEW CARLISLE 

Plans for November include a 
used clothing sale. April 24th will 
be our Flea Market (and hopefully 
your spring clean-up time). 

Also a big thank you to parent 
volunteer Louise Bourgeau who 
runs our school library for us. 
Louise has recently purchased 50 
new books for the children with 
funds donated by our Home & 
School. Other commitments pf 
your Home & School are produc
tions and field trips as well as 
running a very fine music pro
gram. We are also committed to 
BUS SAFETY and are helping 
towards the purchase of stop
arms for our busses. 

ceeds will be used to' buy supplies 

Double members for t~e !fome Economics room._ 
Pnnc1pal Cyrus Journeau m-

N~w Carlisle Home and School 
held a membership drive during 
the summer which resulted in a 
membership of 91 families, more 
than twice the number of last 
year. 
, The first meeting of this school 
year was held on September 16th 
with Mr. W. Larose chairing a 
large turn-out of parents and 
teachers. The door prize, which is 
awarded at each general meeting, 
was a hanging plant won by Mrs. 
Olive Gilker. 

Mrs. Judy Gallon spoke about 
the Memorial fund which was set 
up by the Home and School in 
memory of the Day Boys. This 
money goes to pay for student 
scholarships. 

Another project supported by 
this association is an adopted 
child from a developing nation. 
Mrs. Enid Bechervaise read the 
latest letter received from the 
child. Children in the school are 
encouraged to support this project 
from their own pocket money. 

troduced the teachers to all pre
sent. Following the meeting cof
fee and doughnuts were served 
and parents were appreciative of 
the opportunity to chat informal
ly with their child's teacher. 

AYERS CLIFF 

H&S & SC 
Three cheers to the School Com

mittee of Ayers Cliff for keeping 
Home and School alive in their 
community! 

The dozen or so parents on the 
School Committee are all Home 
and School members. Mme. 
LeTourneau, who also happens to 
be a teacher at the school, is the 
designated Home and School 
representative for this year and 
handles all the Federation 
correspondance. 

This fair is sponsored annually 
by the Macdonald High School 
Home and School Association. 
The $2000.00 or so raised by the 
event help support the associa

tion's many sutdent-help ac
tivities. The school library, the 
cheerleaders, and student clubs 
such as photography, outers, 
debating and weightlifting all 
benefit. . 

WILLINGDON 

Parents vote 
to accept 
uniforms 11 Bazaar. 

The sum of $56.00 was raised by 
selling tickets on a washer and 
dryer which Mrs. Olive Smollett 
was delighted to win. The pro-

This is an excellent example of 
the ways in which locals adapt 
our structures to their own needs 
and problems. It might well be 
emulated by other schools whose 
parent population is not large 
enough to support the formula
tion of two separate parent 
groups. 

And ~peaking of debating ... 
Macdonald High School held its 

second debating tournament on 
October 9th. Fifteen high schools 
from Montreal area sent teams of 
four debators each. 

Once again the Parliamentary 
cross examination style was used. 
Each debate had five judges, three 
of whom were parent and com
munity volunteers and two of 
whom were coaches and teachers. 
Debates were held simultaneous-

Willingdon parents support the 
introduction of school uniforms. 
In a recent poll conducted by the 
Willingdon Home and School 
Association 1!>9 families were in 
favour of uniforms while 91 were 
against and 2 indicated a will
ingness to accept whatever ' the 
majority decided. The final 2 
ballots showed a split decision 
between the mother and the 
father. 

A committee has been set up to 
study the proposal in further • 
detail. 

Received two copies 
of the NEWS? 
We haven't made a mistake. But if you were a 
member last year anjf have joined Home & 
School again this year we now have your name 
on two mailing lists. Last year's list will be 
discarded after this issue of the NEWS. May 
we suggest you offer your second copy of the 
NEWS to a neighbor or new parent in your 
school so that they can discover, along with 
you, what is happening in education 
provincewide. 

Thank you 

Editori~I Board, NEWS 
-• I ~ r , 1 • , • ' • r ~ 

Block Parents help make streets safe 
Pictured are Mrs. Denis Fraser 

and her daughter, Christinia. 
Denise was one of some 1,200 
Block Parents who helped to 
make the city of Dollard des 
Ormeaux safer for Hallowe'en. 
The distinctive red sign in her 
window indicated to all the little 

· witches and goblins that Denise 
was there to help them in case of 
trouble. Similarily, most streets 
in the city have several Block 
Parent homes. This unique 
system not only provides children 
with a haven in an emergency, but 
also acts as an effective deterrent 
to troublemakers and thieves. A 
Block Parent street is a safe 
street! 

Block Parents is established in 
approximately 200 communities 
throughout Quebec. Within each 
community, the children are 
taught about the system in school. 
They learn that the Block Parent 
does not provide food, drink, 
transportation or toilet facilities. 
They learn that they go to a Block 
Parent only in a real emergency; 
such as when they are lost, being 
harassed by a bully, being follow
ed by a suspicious stranger, or be
ing menaced by a bad dog. Thus 
children soon come to the realiza
tion that the Block Parent is an 
adult who really carj!s about 
them. How wonderful when they 
can say proudly, "My parents are 

, Block ? ;uients". · • 
I 1 ,, ft• r • 'I ' •• .,. I' ...... ~ ....... ~ • ,.. ..... ...... . ' •• • . ••••• 
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Heather McBride, Membership Chairman at Edgewater School in Pincourt, 
presents an honorary membership to Marian Daigle, Executive Vice-President of 
QFHSA. 

HAMPSTEAD 

School's abuzz with song 
With classes well under way, 

Hampstead School is abuzz with 
activity. Our children's choir has 
assembled for a second year and 
performed at our Remembrance 
Day assembly. Our guest speaker 
was Reverend Pipe of Queen 
Mary Road United Church. 

We )1ave ,our "b,ir.tbd11y b9ok" 
well under way. This is a, project 
to earn money for the Home & 
School. For a small donation, 
pupils can have their names dis
played during 'the week of their 
birthday in a special book in our 
front hall showcase. Also in our 
showcase is the annual exhibit of 
arts and crafts put on by our 
teachers. There are examples of 
china painting, watercolors and 
needlework, all done by our very 
talented staff. A bright spot in 
our entrance hall. 

Our well-attended "meet-the
teacher" night was held on Oc
tober 6. A large turnout was ad
dressed by our principal, Mrs. 
Connie Bradshaw, as well as by 
our School Committee chairman, 
Mala Radacanu, and our Home & 
School president, Judy Kalman. 
We attracted many new volu
nteers for our various projects 
and many members for Home & 
School. 

We are looking forward to a 
year of much activity, learning 
and fun, and wish the same to all 
our friends in other schools. 

HOWICK. 

New craft sale 
On Sat., Nov. 21, the Howick 

Elementary School Committee 
will sponsor a Craft Sale. This 
Sale will feature handmade crafts 
made and sold by professional 
craftspeople from all over the pro
vince. Wherever possible these 
craftspeople will be 
demonstrating their craft. 
This Sale will afford you a perfect 
opportunity to buy unique and 
reasonably priced Christmas 
gifts. 

Parents will be contributing 
home baked goods for a Home 
Baking Table. Light refreshments 
will be on sale. 

All proceeds will go towards 
supporting school activities and 
field trips in the upcoming school 
year. 

Reserve November 21. Take a 
ride in the country to Howick 
Craft Sale. We hope to make it an 
annual event. 

FOR SALE I 

The former Briarwood Home & School Association 
has for sale, at a good price, a public address 
system purchased just before closure last June. 

It includes 
AM/FM tuner 

Amplifier, 70Voutput 
Four microp~ones 
Twelve speakers 

(enclosed, mounted and wired
ready for installation) 

Headphone 
plus wire, adapters, etc. 

This system can be added to. Will play diffused 
music with talk-over announcements. 

Call Judy Marnoch: 

Home and School News 

on the 
EDGEWATER 

Honey of a sale 
During July and August, 

Edgewater School Library was 
open two afternoons a week with 

· storytellin~ being a special 
feature in August. 

The membership totalled 138 
with an active group of 100. Total 
book circulation was 943 with on
ly 1 lost, 1 damaged and 1 not 
returned. 

A total of $53.18 was 'earned' 
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via membership fees and overdue , .. terest in books and reading for 
fines . It is hoped that some new the children. 

LAKESHORE SCHOOLS 

Logo signs 
meet needs 

material for the library will be "BEE A HONEY" was the 
purchased with this money. slogan used for Edgewater's week 

The success of this summer pro- long sale of honey. 
gram was due to a core of Over'$500.00 profit was realized 
volunteer mothers who staffed from the sale of this nutritional 
the library. It was a beneficial ex- product. Monies will be used to 
perience for these volunteer assist various activities within 
mothers and it nurtured an in- Edgewater School. Bill 101 requires schools, even 

English language schools, to have 
French version of their name 
displayed in a more prominent 
position than their English ver
sion. This is not only costly to im
plement but may result in a 
rather inelegant appearance. 

THORNDALE 

Shooting for 528 members 
Thorndale Home and School 

hopes that all our students, staff, 
and their families have enjoyed a 
safe and happy summer, and 
welcomes you back for another 
school year. We extend a warm 
welcome to all our new students 
and staff members. Though the 
setting is a new one for you, we 
hope you'll soon feel very much at 
home. 

Thorndale Home & School 
undertook as its main project this 
past year, the funding of an ac
tivity playground on our school 
property~ We hope that the con
struction of this playground will 
be finished shortly. 

This year, as in past, Home & 
Sshool will be running the school 
store and library. We will again 
be setting up a network of class
mothers, sponsoring the Drama 
Group, Stamp Club and the Toute 
en Franc;ais lunch-time pro
gramme. We anticipate another 
successful Book Fair - proceeds 
going to our library, and we're 
.looking forward to seeing you at 
our Chinese Cooking Evening. 

We are in the school and can 
keep our finger on its pulse! 

Last Fall, Thorndale Home & 
School ran a Halloween Safety 
Week with colouring contest and 
instruction in the use of reflective 
tape on costumes. The week was 
topped off by a 'make-up' 

COURTLAND PARK 

assembly which demonstrated 
that you don't need a mask to ap
pear either spooky or beautiful! 
Our members have also been busy 
doing Canada Fitness testing, 
helping teachers, baking and 
Kool-Aid making! In general: do
ing all those things that make for 
a better, more enjoyable school 
for all our children. 

This year, more than ever, we 
need you! We have 528 students in 
Thorndale this Fall. To the 210 
Home and School members from 
last year - we say "Welcome • 
Back". To our new families and 
those previously uncommitted to 
Home and School - there are at 
least 528 reasons to join. If you 
need more, we'd be glad to fill you 
in on the importance of our 
Association to you and your child. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Follow 
Thorndale's 
lead ... AIM 

FOR, 
100% 

The Lakeshore School Board 
has decided to replace the letter.
ing with a 14>go. The street number 

will be retained on the buildings 
together with the logo and a sign 
giving the simple name of the 
school, but no longer including 
the titles Elementary School or 
Ecole Primaire. 

In the words of Dr. Joel Hartt, 
Chairman of the Lakeshore 
School Board: "As with most 

Grade 4 to 6 ceramics course 
logos, it more of less adequately 
signifies the nature of the institu
tion, but should, over time, come 
to be associated with the board. In 

Courtland Park Home and 
School Association has begun a 
busy new year. 

On Sept. 17th a tea for class 
mothers was held. This event 
gives an opportunity for these in
dispensible gals to meet members 
of the Home and School executive 
as well as the teachers for whom 
they will serve as class liaison. 
This year we were also privileged 
to meet our new principal, Mrs. 
Petronko. 

The children brought their 
parents to "Meet the Teacher" 
and see their classrooms on Sept. 
-21st. . --. ,, • r , 

This fall saw the inaugoo;_a11i~n 
of two extra-curricular activities. 

A six week ceramics course is be- heraldry blue symbolozes fidelity 
ing offered to children in grades 4 and steadfastness; green sym
to 6, and a ten week art course to bolizes freedom, beaty, joy, 
children of the primary grades. health and hope; white is a sym
Hopefully in the future music will bol of wisdom, cleanliness and in
also be offered. nocence. These are all vitues that 

And if this is not enough to keep I'm sure you will agree are 
everyone hopping, the kids will cherished by our community." 
soon be able to enjoy hopscotch in The logo, with its distinctive 
the school yard. Volunteer green globe outlined in white on~ 
parents have been busy painting dark blue background, may now 
champ squares, hopscotch, and be seen on all the builduigs on the 
other games on the pavement. Lakeshore School Board. 

The Country Fair held on Oct. It was designed by architect 
4th featured homebaking, crafts, Morris Greenbaum in collabora
antiques, a flea market and tion with the Maintenance 

•, refreshments. This is the major · Department•of·the llSB at a co~ 
1.t.wi .. ~.mr.at. .oi..t~eai..at. .. ,pU~~!JJJm ta;JP...OD u . ••• L .... 

· Courtland Park. · Dawn Barrett 

/ 
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DRAWING CONTEST! FAMILY _LAW 

How kids 
see themselves More than a simple name change 

(or should do!) 
For the second consecutive year 

the Quebec Safety League in co
operation with BP Canada will 
launch a safety drawing cont!lfil in 
Quebec's 2,517 elementary 
schools. 

The organization committee of 
the "Make Student Safety a 
Priority" campaign will ask each 
student to originate a safety 
drawing on one or a combination 
of the following themes: the stu
dent as a pedestrian, a bicyclist, a 
moped user and/ or as a passenger 
in the metro, a school bus, a city 
bus or a car. 

The following cash prizes will 
be awarded, courtesy of BP 
Canada: 1st prize: $250; 2nd prize: 

:.1 
_)•-

$100; 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th 
prizes: $50 each. The teacher of the 
student who wins first prize will 
receive $100. 

'Representatives from the 16 
organizations of the student safe
ty campaign (1981-82) will form 
the jury. 

Closing date for the competition 
has been set at December 15, 1981. 
The names of the winners will be 
announced December 23, 1981. 

All elementary school students 
are invited to ·participate in the 
contest which will bring them to 
take a serious look at the ways 
and means of ensuring their own 
protection on their travel to and 
from school. 

Quebec's Civil Code, based on 
the Civil Code of France dating 
back to 1804, is in the process of 
being brought up to date. The first 
reforms undertaken concern 
"family law". 

Behind these reforms are two 
principles which reflect the social 
change which has taken place in 
recent years. The principles are 
the equality of men and women in 
relation to one another and before 
the law and the freedom of indivi
duals to organize their family 
relations. 

A NAME FOR LIFE 
Under the new Civil Code, a 

woman who marries retains her 
surname and given name in the 
exercise of her civil rights, for 
example on her income tax form. 

She may use her husband's name 
socially if she wishes. A woman 
who married before the coming 
into force of this provision may 
retain her husband's name or 
revert to her maiden name. In the 
latter case, the woman should 
contact those agencies with which 
she is concerned to effect the 
name change. . 

MATRIMONIAL REGIME 
The matrimonial regime is the 

contract made between man and 
wife as to ownership and adminis
tration of property acquired dur
ing or before marriage. It also 
determines how such property is 
to be divided in case of separa
tion, divorce or death . 

The Civil Code provides for two 
types of regime. One is partner-

AN EXCITING NEW FUND-RAISING PRODUCT 
THAT SELLS ITSELF ... AND EVERY FAMILY 

~ USES ... NOW AVAILABLE AT AMAZINGLY LOW 

r,:, \ .,,, ,,·,r ,.· 

'W PRICES SPICES · Fresh-Ground 
THE GREATEST MONEY-MAKING 

FUND-RAISER YET 

HEBE'S HOW 11DS SIMPLE 
MONEY-MAKING PROGRAM WORKS 

You and your group receive from us, at absolutely no cost, all the order for~s 
reqwred !o b~k orders for common household spices. Every family in your 
commumty will become a customer. Remember, by buying through your · 
group they can realize savings of from 30% to 50%. For you there is 

• NORISK 
• NO INVESTMENT 

• NOSTORAGE 
• NORETURNS 

• NO SAMPLES TO BREAK OR LOSE 
• NOTHING TO SPOIL 

• NOTHING BULKY TO DELIVER 

After 10 days of booking orders, the items are tallied up and placed with our 
factory. In less than 21 days the order is delivered and you 

MAKE 
BIG PROFITS! 

$500. TO $5,000. 
This Is a legitimate. opportunity,for you or 
your group to make fund-raising easy and 
profitable by offering a useful and valuable 
product at realistic savings. 

You can run a spice sale any time but don·t wait. Be the f1rst in your area to run this popular -

again Its ~hal hme ol ~••r 

FULL CREDIT 

fund-raiser. Remember. the really good fund-raising ideas go FAST! This idea has got to be 
the best in a foAg, long time. It won't wait very long. Call collect to start your sate for your 
guaranteed sales area. !)on't wait! Call NOW! CAll TQll FREE 

ll11nawcct 1) TORONTO & DISTRICT (416)-669-6600 

-

• 

Rplcc . 2) IN ONTARIO (EXCLUDING 807) cAll 1-soo-268-12so 

~ lllla 3) BRITISH COLUMBIA CAll 112-800-268-1226 -lo.;iill,-~SE~..-~ Inc. 4> REST oF CANADA (INCLUDING so1> cAll 1-800-268-1226 

·_<·: .... • .. . . 2:s~,.aMbwttK -DRIVE· .idNCORD-ONTAR10 t4K· 1s1 
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ship of acquests and the other is 
separation as to property. How
ever, a couple may choose the 
regime of community of property 
or any other type of notarial con
tract established by notarial 
deed. 

If there is no marriage contract 
to agree on the choice of a matri
monial regime, the couple will be 
subject to the legal regime of part
nership of acquests as from the 
day of their marriage. 

It is possible to change the mar
riage contract either before or 
during marriage, provided this is 
done by notarial deed. 

PARTNERSHIP OF 
ACQUESTS 
' Under this regime, property is 
divided into two-kinds: private 
property and acquests. Wages, in
come from investments or other 
sources, as well as property ac
quired with these monies, are con
sidered to be acquests. Each 
spouse is free to administer his 
property, but may not make a gift 
of a major portion of his acquests 
without the consent of the other. 

SEPARATION AS TO 
PROPERTY 

The spouse may dispose of his 
or her own property without the 
consent of the other, and has no 
say in the administration of the 
property of the other. On divorce 
each retains whatever is in his or 
her name and is opt obliged to 
share it with the other. 

An important reservation in 
this regime is the provisions 
regarding family residence. 

FAMILY RESIDENCE 
A · spouse owning the family 

residence and household furni
ture must have the consent of the 
other before disposing of it. The 
family residence refers to the 
dwelling usually occupied by the 
family, be it house or apartment. 

A declaration of family resi
dence must be made, to ensure 
this protection under the Code, by 
either or both of the spouses, if 
one of the spouses is the owner; or 
the landlord must be notified, if 
they are tenants. 

A district registry office will 
file the declaration on payment of 
$8, or a declaration can be made 
before a notary or lawyer. The 
Regie du logement offices will 
provide forms for the notice to the 
landlord. 

CHILDREN'S SURNAMES 
The Civil Code now permits the 

father and mother to choose joint
ly the surnames of their children. 
The surname may be that of1he 
father, of the mother or a name 
composed of both and limited to 
two parts. 

Minors born before April 2, 1981 
can change their surnames in ac
cordance with these provisions, 
provided the change takes place 
before April 2, 1983. The change 
will cost $50 and is made on appli
cation to the Minister of Justice. 

FAMILY DEBTS 
Both spouses are now share 

responsibility for family debts, 
irrespective of matrimonial 
regime, when those debts are in
curred in the interest of the fam
ily, and provided that the other 
spouse has not previously in
formed the supplier of goods or 
services in writing of unwilling
ness to accept this liability. 

For further information regard
ing the new Civil Code, contact 
the following offices on the Minis
try _pf Justice: Montreal: Palais de 
justice, 1 rue Notre-Dame est, , 
bureau 3.133, Montreal, Que. H2Y 
1B6. Quebec City: 1200 route de 
l'Eglise, 9e etage, Sainte-Foy, 
Que. •GtL 4Ml. , • 


