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YES AND NO 
You have no doubt 

run across questionnaires 
which arc intended to 
help you discover whether 
or not you arc a well 
adjusted person and in 
good mental health. Ry 
answering yes or no, you 
a rc able to drtermine 
after adding up yolll 
score, whether you arc 

REUBE N RES!'< the kind of a parent your 
child has a right lo expect, or whether your 
mental fences need mending. It all depends 
on the ratio of your affirmative to your nega-
tive answers. 

And so, one fine evening in the peace and 
quiet of your home, you settle back comfort-
ably to some reading and you happen upon 
that questionnaire in the magazine you had 
meant to give your attention to sometime. 
H erc is the opportunity to know yourself, to 
''sec yourself as others sec you". You glance 
about. Every membe·r of the family is busily 
cngagcd ·and nobody is watching. You get a 
sheet of paper for your answers because you 
don't want to mark up the magazine and, 
besides, it's easier to throw away. With pencil 
poised, you are ready to wade into it and 
answer the questions in a straightforward 
and honest manner. 

First question - Can you control anger? 
You sec it coming at you, shift in your seat, 
but you're not fast enough. You've had it. 
There is no evading the issue. Answer yes 
or no. Can you control anger? It's like 
answermg yes or no to, "Are you an idiot 
a ll the time?" 

What exactly do they mean? Do they want 
to know whether you get angry for no reason 
at all, or if you ran control your anger most 
of the time, or if you arc patient at all times 
and in all rin'umstanccs? They could be a 
bit more specific. For instanrc, arc you serene 
when Johnny has scattered all the clothes 
from every dresser drawer all over the house, 
including the coal bin? Or when Mary has 
poured the contents of a box of soap flakes 
into the stew just as a ravenous daddy is 
entering the house for supper? Or when 
you're in a tearing hurry and you find that 
your neighbour has parked in your driveway 
so that you can't get your car out of the 
garage, and you're told that he has gone to 
a movie? Answer yes or no, indeed ! You 
can't be a "yes, but"-er, or a "well, maybe"-cr. 

( continued on page 4) 
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These Federation 
Committees can help you 

in planning your 
Association activities. 

Ask them! 

Art Classes: Mrs. G . Lerner, 582 
Cote St. Antoine Road, West-
mount. 

Children's Leisure Reading: 
Miss Rita Sheppard, Verdun 
High School, Argyle Avenue, 

Verdun. 
Constitution: Dr. Edward C. 

Powell, 340 - 44th Avenue, La-
chine. 

Parent Education: Mrs. G . B. 
Clarke, 182 Desaulniers Blvd., 
St .. Lambert. 

Mental Health: Mrs. 0. Doob, 
4645 Sherbrooke W., West-
mount. 

Program Planning: Mrs. J. A. 
Bilton, Beloeil Station. Mrs. P. J. 
Dow, 4594 Melrose Avenue, 
Montreal. 

Publications: Mrs. H. E. Wright, 
4836 Madison Avenue, Mont-
real. 

Recreational Activities: Mrs. 
H. R. Scott, 3560 University St., 
Montreal. 

School Education: Dr. Harold E. 
Grant, 4266 Hampton Avenue, 
Montreal. 

Teacher Shortage: Edwin G . 
Drake, 1200 Crevier St., Saint-
Laurent. 

February, 1954 

YES AND NO, cont'd 
You can't even be a "sometimes" -er or a 
"that depends"-er. It must be yes or no. 

It wouldn't be fair to yourself to answer 
a fiat no, because you can recall innumerable 
instances when you exercised the most com-
mendable control. How about the time, just 
as you had balanced your budget to the point 
where your weekly deficit was small enough 
to just about avert a nervous collapse, your 
landlord asked for an increased in rent and 
you were about to punch him in the nose -
and you didn' t. You smirk. That was control! 
The fact that he was a solidly muscled six 
footer was purely coincidental. Besides, you 
want to get a true picture of yourself. If 
these questionnaires arc to help you become 
a better person there must be no deviation 
from the truth. You mop your brow as you 
debate with yourself. Yes or no, yes or no. 
If the fellow who concocted the questionnaire 
were here this minute you would break his 
.. . watch it, now - control, remember? 

Well, considering everything, you finally 
conclude that in all conscience, and since 
they ·don't give you much choice anyway, you 
ca n insert yes to the first question, and you 
do. You have made your decision and you 
sigh with relief. 

Next question - Can you make decisions? 
You feel that that one was just a mite below 
the belt, but you are determined to carry on. 
Perspiring a little more freely now, you go 
from question to question. Can you accept 
responsibilities? Do you enjoy life, have sclf-
rcspect? Can you take adversity or disap-
pointment? Are you free of guilt feelings? Do 
you trust others? And so on. There, that's 
the last one. Your conscience and the ques-
tionnaire have wrestled to exhaustion. You 
are ready to tot up your score and sec 
exactly how you rate. 

Just then you notice the last paragraph. 
It tells you that if you can honestly answer 
yes to most of the questions you arc probably 
mentally healthy. Probably! How do you like 
that? After you've struggled and strained to 
get as many yesses as you could, . . er, that 
is, after you have taken the trouble to get 
a true assessment of your emotional make-up, 
you can't even be sure. How, then, can you 
be sure ? Perhaps, instead of yes, you should 
have answered "absolutely", or "positively", 
or, " I swear on my Scout's honour"? 

You finally decide that you can't win, and 
that, under certain circumstances, being a 
yes and no man can be just as ego-shattering 
as being just a yes man, and you settle back 
comfortably to some reading. And that's 
where we came in, isn't it? 

[ 4 l Quebec Home and School 



DR. JOHN J. 0. MOORE 

tells about 

• Dr. John J. O . Moore is Professor of 
Social Work and Director of the McGill 
University School of Social Work. The 
accompanying article is based on his 
actual observation of a specific group 
of children • 

• • . working with 

the 
Young adolescents arc often difficult to 

understand. This is true partially because 
adults find it hard to remind themselves of 
the pain of these years, and therefore cannot 
easily think themselves back through them. 

But parents can take some solace from the 
fact that professional psychologists and edu-
cators seem to be afflicted the same way. 
Consequently, there is not a great dea l of 
scientifically verified knowledge about chil-
dren in this age group. 

One thing, however, seems to be pretty 
well established; namely, that in some pri-
mitive cultures, where securing a living is 
less complex, where sex taboos are less rigid 
and social obligations generally less demand-
ing, the child slips into the role of an adult 
with relative ease. , 

This fact is important for two reasons. 
First, if the "teens" arc a period of relative 
calm in some societies, adolescent behavior as 
we know it is not something irrevocably de-
termined by biological developments. Second, 
if social circumstances are important in creat-
ing the "adolescent problem" in our society, 
there is the possibility that an effective ap-
proach to the teen-ager may involve altera-
tion of the social conditions themselves. 

But we do not live in Samoa; so let us 
consider the- problem as we know it at first 
hand. 

One of the best ways to understand chil-
dren is to study how they behave. We shall 
therefore look at some of the activities of an 
actual group with which the writer is ac-
quainted. 

The Story of Two Girls 

The children whom we shall discuss were 
from families in the middle and upper eco-
nomic groups. There were seventeen young-
sters, a ll in junior high school, and all twelve 
and thirteen years of ag~ except for one 
fifteen-year-old boy. The behavior of the 
older boy was marked by non-conformist and 
aggressive activities. Several of the children, 
both boys and girls, were fairly evenly 
matched and exerted fairly equal leadership 
in the group. Two of the girls were "bosom 
pays" ; and the story will be told around 
them, since-we knew them best. We shall call 
them Sally and Nancy. 

For a year Sally's and Nancy's interest in 
the boys had been increasing. It was mani -
fested at home largely through giggling con-
versations behind closed doors. But in the 
fall it became more open and evident. When 
a girl acknowledged the mere presence of 
a boy on the street she was subjected to a 
barrage of, " I know something about you-
u-!" Apparently to speak to a boy was to be 
in love with him! In defense, the girls became 
snobs, holding themselves utterly aloof. 

Room for Improvement 

Sally came home one evening with the 
remark that "boys arc di~usting". Her 
mother suggested that maybe the boys were 
just interested, and that if they could express 
this they would improve. Sally's reply was 
that there was "certainly room for improve-
ment". 

( continued on page 6) 
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W ORKING WITH, cont'd 
Sally:s mother thought the time ripe for a 

suggestion shr had had in mind for some 
timt·. She asked Sally what she thought about 
::i square dance after school hours. Sally, an 
avowed man-hater, was enthusiastic. 

The next day she talked to the girls, a nd 
of rnurse the boys heard of it. They all 
thought it would be fun. 
. Sally's mother tal~cd to the school prin-

npal, who approved. The next step was to 
discuss the proposal with the teacher and 
with other parents. All thought the idea a 
good one; and three mothers presented the 
matter formally to the nrxt parents' meeting. 
\\·here the plan was formallv approved. 

Children Make 'Plans 
It was_agrced_ that the _chi_Idren would plan 

the ~cta1ls. This they did rn the classroom, 
\\·ork1~g out a general plan and electing a 
committee to execute it. The children dc-
cidc_d ?n the <;!ates and frequency, whom 
to mv1te f~·om outside to make up the 
squares, which parrnts to invite each time 
and how the cost should be shared and th~ 
n~oncy c?l\ectl'd. The plan was for Saturday 
mght aflair, from seven to nine o'clock in 
the school gymnasium. One srt of parents 
was to take adult responsibility for the 
evening. 

There wnc eight of these dances before 
Ch~·istmas. The children were obviously 
thnlled. They learned rapidly and seemed 
to be completely at ease. As an evidence 
of their enthusiasm, Sally undertook to make 
herself a square dance skirt. She and her 
mothtT planned it, bought the material and 
consulted on it together. But Sally did all 
the work. 

While this was taking plan·, life quick-
ened on all fronts. This srhool is co-edura-
tio~al; but boys and girls havc physical edu-
cation separately. Thr teacher a woman 
took advantage of this situatio~ to talk in~ 
formally with the boks when the girls were 
away, and vier versa. Thus were formed the 
Rachelors' Club and the Spinsters' Society. 
Informal agenda for these meetings included 
such questions as, "why boys tease so much " 
"why the boys arc self-conscious " and "why 
the girls stick together." ' 

Class Discussions 
Then then' were discussions in class. O ne 

was on the problem of what the group should 
d?. when ?nr member fai)C'd in his responsi-
bility. This led to a consideration of demo-
cracy. Another session was devoted to the 
question of why people somt'times do things 
to hurt themselves. The discussions were 
sometimes supplcmentrd by assignments such 
as the one to write an essay on "growing up." 

I t ~as soon apparent that the youngsters 
were rn need of a more systematic under-
standing of themselves as physical organisms. 
So the showing of a film, "Human Growth", 
was arranged. The film was particularly ap-
propriate since the class was studying various 
scientific arras involving reproduction. 

T he fi lm was shown to the group as a 
whole, after which a male doctor discussed 
it with the boys and the teacher with the 
girls. The repercussions from these discussions 
were for the most part constructive, although 
not altogether so. Some of the information 
given was distorted by the children. 

In the meantime the boys had developed 
the desire to have the girls go with them to 
the Friday night " movie" presented by one 
of the churr.hrs in the community, but didn't 
know how to approach the subject. With 
some help from the teacher they derided to 
do it as a group. 

There resulted a discussion between Sally 
and her mother of various points of etiquette. 
Some of the boys' mothers encouraged them 
to pay for the girl's ticket - a practice in-
cidentally, which we should have to ques~ion. 
How~ver,. Sally saw the humor arising from 
the situation; - there were separate cntran-
<"Cs for boys and girls; and the boy would 
give the giH a quarter, and she would make 
change in order to have twenty cents to buy 
a ticket! 

Free Exchange 
One of the things we have noticed is that 

Sally and her mother arc pretty free to talk 
about most things, - although we should not 
conclude that Sally - or any other thirteen 
year old - doesn' t have strictly private 
thoughts. Also, it should be pointed out that 
through all of this the telephone lines were· 
busy with conversations br tween mothers. 
rnming to understandings about their ch il-
dren's activity. 

Rut apparently Nancy had not, for some 
reason, confided 111 her mother about meeting 
the boys a t tht· "movies". T his was another 
point disrussed at some length betwern Sallv 
and hc_r mother. It was agreed that girls can 
talk with mothers about most things, that 
they can talk about some things best with 
other adults, but when in doubt they should 
talk to someone with more cxperienc·e than 
they themselves have. 

On another occasion Sally was late for 
the "movie" , a nd Nancy hid behind a post 
- away from the boys. Next day at school 
she wanted Sally to say they were not there-. 
At her mother's insistence, that evening Sally 
promptly telephonrd thr boys in question 
and told them just what had happened. 

(co11ti1111ed on page 14) 
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BUILDING AN 
ORGANIZATION 

A Short History of the Home & School Movement 
in the Province of Quebec 

by ALEX. R. HASLEY 

Based on resea rch by Mrs. F. E. Brydon 

I. Small Beginnings -The Formative Years, 1920-44 

The Quebec Federa tion of Home and 
School Associations will be ten years old this 
year but home and school groups were in 
existence within the Province at least twenty 
years before Federation's organizational meet-
ing of May 26, 1944. 

Before ronsolidated schools and before 
school buses operated as they do todar , . a 
number of schools in small commumt1cs 
throughout the Province organized groups of 
mothers to provide hot lunches for the chil-
d ren who had to remain a t school during the 
lunch periods. It was an easy step then fo r 
these groups to broaden their .interests and 
to form the earliest of the H ome and School 
Associations in the Provinre because the 
Movement in Canada was already a quarter 
of a century old, its founding having taken 
plac:e in H alifax in 1895. Federation has no 
actual record of these first Associations but 
there is evidence that some were fo1·med 
during the early 'twenties. 

First Association 
The first Association of which there is a 

record was that forml'd at MacVicar School 
in Montreal in 1930 under the leadership of 
its principal, Miss H elen Guiton, now be ttrr 
known as a novelist . In 1931 Asbestos orga-
nized an Association and in the following 
yt>ar Pointe Claire and Chateauguay inde-
pendently did the same thing. 

By 1935 there were at least the following 
twelve !oral Associations in operation : 

Asbestos 
Beauharnois 
Chateauguay 
Coaticook 
Hudson 
Mac Vicar 
Mc Masterville 

Montreal West 
Po.intc Claire 
R iverbl'nd 
Roslyn 
Sutton 

In the next five years interest in the Move-
ment grew to the point where in 1940 the 
M ental H ygiene Institute appointed a com-
mittee to study the var ious types of H ome 
and Schoo] Associa tions, their organizational 
mt>thods of enlisting parent and teacher 
active co-operation and participation, and 
allied factors. It was in the same year tha t 
M r. Leslie Buzzell, then presidrnt of Roslyn 
Home and Schoo] Associa tion, undertook .to 
organize the known local groups into a Pro-
vincial Council. 

On June 27, 1940, under the chairmanship 
of D r. W. H . Britta in, then Vice-Principal 
of M acdonald College, representatives of 16 
local Associations met a t the College at Ste. 
Anne de Bellevue to organize such a Council. 
Nine of the 12 listed above (Coaticook, 
Hudson and Mc Masterville apparently not 
being· represented ) plus Kings-Westmount, 
Maisonncuve, St. Lambert, H emmingford, 
\<\1estmount H igh, Rourlamaque and H amp-
stead made up the group. As evidence of the 
wider interest mentioned above, a lso present 
were representatives of eigh_t public groups, 
the Quebec Women's Institute Groups, Child 
Welfare Association of M ontreal, Montrea l 
Headmasters' Associa tion, Quebec P.A.P.T., 
Local Council of Women of Montreal, the 
D epartment of Education, M cGill University, 
Protestant Council of Public Instruction and 
the M ental H ygiene Institute. 

( cont inued on pllge 8) 
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BUILDING, cont'd 
Provisional Officers 

Provisional officers of thic Quebec Provin-
cial Council of Home and School Associations 
included Dr. Brittain as President, Mr. Buz-
zell as 1st Vice-President and Mrs. Roswell 
Thompson as 2nd Vice-President. Immediate 
assignments to the Officers and members of 
the executive committee induded the draft-
ing of a constitution, the preparation of a 
leaflet, "What Is a Home and School Asso-
riation" and of a pamphlet setting out the 
framework and other infonnation on the 
existing educational system of the Province. 
the fu~nishing of informational study mate: 
rial on "Quebec Province Education Finam·-
ing" and similar topics of interest to the 
Council's member associations. 

The bringing together of the Province's 
,·arious local Associations for their mutual 
\)('nefit and advancement was thus well 
launchc-d, but none too soon. The National 
federation of Home and School Associations 
announn·d in 1940 that Ontario (412 As-
sociations ), Nova Scotia ( 250), British Co-
lumbia (115), Alberta (46), New Brunswick 
(31 ), Saskatchewan (25) and Manitoba 
(data not available) all had provincial fede-
rations. This left Quebec and Prince Edward 
Island a little behind the others, but not too 
far as New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba were a ll recent federations. 

First Literature 
In June of 1941 Dr. W. P. Percival, Direc-

tor of Protr-stant Education of the Province 
of Quebec, accepted the Honorary Prf'.sidency 
and Dr. Brittain, thr- Honorary Vice-Presi-
dency of the Council. Mr. Charles H. Savage 
became president, Mrs. G. F . W . Kuhring 
and Mr. Buzzell, the vice-prc,sidcnts. By 
April of the next year Dr. Alex. B. Currie, 
Chairman of the Council's Educational Com-
mittee, was in a position to announce that 
ten pamphlets were available to the Associa-
tions. These included six on nutrition bv Dr. 
Brittain and the other 4 as follows: "Coun-
st'lling the School Child" - Kenneth Mur-
ray; "Guidanc<·· In School" - John W. 
Brunt; "Financial Problems Facing Protest-
ar.t Education In Quebec" - L. N. Buzzell ; 
"Examinations And Their Substitutes" -
John S Astbury. Six months later, in O cto-
ber, 1942, a "Speakers List" was available as 
wr-11 as model ('Onstitution and by-laws for 
local associations. The Council was ful filling 
its promises. 

Meantime the H orne and School Move-
ment was not without its difficulties. In 
January of 1941 Wt·stmount High, Kinr,s 

and Roslyn S('hools met and formed T he 
Federated Westmount Home and School As-
sociations with Mr. S. Tilden accepting the 
provisional chairmanship. By October of that 
year the organization was completed and Mr. 
H. Gilbert of Roslyn Home & School Asso-
ciation was elected the first president. A few 
months later Iona a nd Willingdon joined the 
Westmount schools and in Februarv 1942 
The GrPater Montreal Federation o'r' Hom~ 
and School Associations succeeded the West-
mount Ft·dcration but with Mr Gilbert con-
tinuing as president. · 

Beyond Montreal 
The Quebec Provincial Council rontinued 

to function and tPndcd to concentrate its 
energies toward development of the Province 
beyond the I sland of Montreal. At its second 
annual meeting Mr. G. H. Penrose, Principal 
of Roslyn School, was elected president and 
at the close of his term of office announced 
that there were 28 local Associations affiliated 
with the Council. These, incidentally, includ-
ed the five Associations which had formed 
The Greater Montreal Federation. 

The latter organization was actively pro-
moting the ideals of the Home and School 
Movement on the Island and had rnrnmittees 
working on such matters as school accom-
modations (lighting, ventilation, etc. ), com-
pulsory school a ttendance, air raid precau-
tions in schools and many others. In May, 
1943, Mr. Gordon Patcrso

0

n was elected pre-
sident with Messrs. C . V . Frayne and E. B. 
Philip as vice-prt>sidcnts. 

J ust a month later Mr. Philiµ accl'pt('d 
the presidency of the Quebec Provincial 
Council and Mr. Paterson was onr- of the 
vice-presidents, and tht· true consolidation 
of the various component parts of the Move-
ment in tht' Province into one well-knit or-
ganization became possible. 

It was in 1943 that Mrs. Harriet Mitchell, 
one of tht' founders of thf' Council. became 
the first Lifr Member. In tha t year, , too, The 
Montrr-al Gazette- opened its Educational 
Page to a semi-monthly rolumn entitled 
" Horne & School Affairs" . 

First Federat ion Officers 
In _the ensuing year organizational work 

went forward with committees of thr Council 
and The Grcatcr l\1ontreal Federation meet-
ing to!];l'thcr to develop The Quebec Federa-
tion of Home and School Associations. As 
indicated t·arlier, the Federation came into 
bc-·ing on May 26th, 1944 when a provisional 
committee was appointr-d . Later, elections 

( cont:nued on fJage 13) 
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STUDENT RETENTION IN 
CANADIAN HIGH SCHOOLS 

by DR. M. E. LAZERTE, Director 

School Finance Research Committee , 
Canadian School Trustees' Association 

What percentage of school children is 
µrnmoted year by year from each of gra des 
I to XI ? What percentage reaches grade 
VII? Grade IX? Grade X I? It is difficult 
to answer these qul"stions. Provincial grading 
systems differ; primary, p re-primary and 

kindergarten rlasscs, afft:r ting grade I enrol-
ments, arc found in some provinces and not 
in others. Then, too, p rovincial populations 
are not static these days; immigration is 
increasing enrolments in different grades in 
varying degrees. 

HOW MANY GRADE I CHILDREN REACH HIGH SCHOOL GRADES? 

The following analysis of enrolment data shows current school attendance trends m 
Canada. 

TABLE I 

ENROLMENTS IN GRADES II TO XII AS PERCENTAGES OF ENROLMENTS 
IN GRADE I: 1951-52 

Enrolments a s Pc rcentagcs1 o f Grade I Enrolmen ts 
Pro vince 

l I II I III [ IV I 
Newfoundland 100 57 56 1 51 I 
Prince Edward Island 100 86 88 77 
Nova Scotia 100 102 1 JO 107 
New Brunswick JOO 90 90 85 
Quebec : 

Catholic 100 88 92 89 
Protestant 100 95 96 91 

Ontario 100 88 79 78 
Manitoba 100 88 87 82 
Saska tchcwan 100 93 92 87 
Alberta 100 90 90 83 
British Columbia 100 97 97 90 

NOTES : 
(a) In the above table figures for Quebec 

(Catholic) arc not given for grades 
above the seventh because a large per-
centage of children in grade VIII and 
above are enrolled in schools emphasiz-
ing practical ra ther than academic sub-
jc-cts. Although published data show 
only 50,574 pupils in grade VIII to X II 
inclusive in 195 1-52, tht>rc were in Sep-
tember 1952 in all kinds of schools, 
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v [ v1 I vn jvm[ IX I X XI I XII XIII 

45 1 35 I 26 1 I 17 [ 0.3 1 40 23 12 
77 1 75 75 66 1 44 45 21 3 1 

101 92 85 69 1 56 40 28 9 1 
80 71 62 49 1 11 18 12 6 

74 65 47 - - - - -
82 73 67 63 49 37 26 2 
77 73 65 60 53 40 25 l8 10 
78 71 67 57 46 33 26 9 
85 83 76 68 55 40 30 21 
79 74 70 62 55 40 32 28 
84 78 73 67 59 48 35 26 3 

93,234 pupils in these grades. T he data 
given for grades I to VII relate to 
schools under control only. 

(b ) The Ontario Department of Education 
gives only combined C'nrolmcnts for 
1951-52 fo r Division I (grades I , II, 
I II ) and Division II (grades IV, V, 
VI ) . T herefore grade enrolments a re 
estima ted on the basis of the 1949-50 
distribution. 

(conlinu.ed on page 10) 
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STUDENT, cont'd 

There is a marked drop in enrolment in 
Newfoundland in grade II. Few pupils pro-
ceed through junior or senior high school 
g rades. 

In New Brunswick promotions and pro-
gress arc quite normal during compulsory 
attendance years but enrolments decrease 
rapidly thc-rcafter. R etention is best in the 
high schools of British Columbia, Alberta 
and Saskatch ewan 

Two facts must be remembered when 
reading the abov<;: table. First, there are kin-
dergarten, primary or pre-primary classes in 
some provinces; second, students matriculate 
at different grade levels in different provin-
ces, with the result that grade XII enrol-
ments do not give a true picture of education 
beyond the grade XI level. For these two 
reasons a second tabulation of enrolments is 
given in which grade II rather than grade 
I is taken as the base and data arc continued 
to grade XI only, the point marking junior 
matriculation in most provinces. 

HOW MANY GRADE II CHILDREN REACH JUN IOR MATRICULATION? 
TABL E II 

E~ROLMENTS IN GRADES III TO XI AS PERCENT AGES OF ENROLMENTS 
IN GRADE II : 1951-52 

I 
Enrol m ents as Pen;ent.nges o( Grade H E nrolmen ts 

Province GR AD E 
II III IV I V I VI I Vll I VIII I_ IX I X XI 

I I ,-
I Newfoundland 100 98 89 79 70 61 46 40 30 21 

Prince Edward Island 100 103 90 90 I 88 87 77 5 1 53 24 
Nova Scotia 100 109 105 99 I 90 84 68 55 39 27 
Ne:-w Brunswick 100 I 100 94 89 I 78 68 54 34 I 20 I 13 I 

Quebec : 
Catholic 100 I 104 100 84 I 74 54 - - -- -
Protestant 100 I 101 96 86 I 77 I 71 66 52 39 27 

Onta rio 100 90 89 88 I 83 I 74 68 60 45 28 
Manitoba 100 99 93 88 I 81 I 76 65 52 38 29 
Saskatchewan 100 99 93 92 I 89 I 82 73 59 43 32 
Alberta 100 I 100 93 88 I 83 I 77 70 61 45 35 
British Columbia 100 I JOO 93 87 I 81 76 70 61 50 36 

school work is no longn intnesting. One· expects to find children remaini ng in 
school until they complete the work of the 
elementary grades at least. After g rade VII 
many pupils withdraw from school for eco-
nomic reasons, because they reach the upper 
compulsory age limit or because they are so 
out-of-step with the school programme that 

The drop in attendance between 1950-51 
and 1951-52 sessions from grade V II to 
grade VIII, VIII to IX, IX to X and X to 
XI is given below fo r the ten provinces. 

( contirmed on page I I) 
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STUDENT, cont'd 

TABLE III 

DECREASE IN ATTENDANCE FROM GRADE TO GRADE EXPRESSED 
IN PERCENTAGE TERMS: 1951-52 

Pel'ccnla!!C Decrease in Enrolment. from Grade to Grade 
l'roYint·e VII to VIII I VIII to IX I IX to X I X to XI 

Newfoundland 22 
Prince Edwa rd I sland 2 
Nova Scotia 16 
Ne-w Brunswick(b) 19 
Quebec : Protestant 2 
Ontario 4 
Manitoba 9 
Saska tr hew an 9 
Alberta 8 
Rritish Columbia 3 

Weighted Averages 8 

Non;s : 
(a ) The enrolment in grade IX in 1952 was 

greater than that in grade VIII in l 951. 
(b ) New Brunswick changed its grading sys-

tem during the period covered by this 
tablr. Similar data for 1948-49 and 
1949-50 givc 11.2, 27.4 , 6.2 and 0 
instead of 19, 36, 53 and 48. 

In Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick the loss between grades VII and 
VIII is heavy. In other provinces h eavy mor-
tality comes at the end of grade IX. 

These figures indicate that Canada is edu-
cating in grades VIII to XI approximately 
70 per cent of the- childrcn who rc-ach grade 
VII; the- educational load is 70 per cent of 
what it would be if all pupils who rc-ach 
grade VII continued attendance to the end 
of grade XI. 

I -1 (a } 

I 
23 I 

I 29 3.5 I 
I 18 I 26 I 
I 36 I 53 I 
I 16 21 I 

7 25 I 
12 25 
18 27 
11 23 

I 6 I 14 

I 11 ! 24 I 

1951 CENSUS DATA 
REGARDING ATTENDANCE 

21 
5 1 
30 
48 
30 
35 
28 
26 
22 
23 

31 

F ewer rural than urban children a rc con-
tinuing their education through high school 
grades. Census data from Bulletin II, Domi-
nion Bureau of Statistics, Vol. II, Table 28, 
12-3-53 show that in the ten provinces 5 7 
per cent of urban children and 63 per cent 
of rural childrc-n 15 to 19 years of age inclu-
sive arc not attc'nding school. The urban 
youth referred to have rornpkted about 5 .2 
years of schooling; the rural youth, about 4.6 
years. T he non-att('ndancc in all provinces 
was as given in the following tabk. 

( continued on page I 6 ) 
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This You'll Want T o 
Hear For Yourself.' 

WHAT IS 
THE SCHOOL'S JOB? 
At a public meeting on March 12 a panel 

of interesting speakers will discuss the ques-
tion "WHAT IS THE SCHOOL'S JOB". 
The meeting is being sponsored jointly by 
the Provincial Association of Protestant 
Teachers and the Quebec Federation of 
Home and School Associations, and w.ill be 
held in the auditorium of \-\1estrnount Junior 
High School. 

The panel of speakers will include; Dr. 
Douglas J. Wilson, of the Montreal Star, who 
will speak from the standpoint of a citizen 
and parent; Prof. H. D . Woods, of McGill 
University, who will take the viewpoint of 
the university and the employer ; 'vV. H. 
Bradley, Q .C., Vice-President of the Provin-
cial Association of Protestant School Boards, 
who ,vill reflect the point of view of the 
school trustee and taxpayer ; and C. H. 
Sa vagc, Supc-rintendent · of Westrnount 
Schools, who will look at the question as a 
school te<1chrr. 

Home and Schoolers who attended last 
year's joint meeting ,vith the P.A.P.T. will 
remember the stimulating discussion which it 
provoked. This year's meeting promises to 
be even more worthw-hile. Although it is 
sponsored by the two associations it is open 
to the public and a large attmdance is 
expected. 

Miss Ruth Low, Vier-President of Quebec 
Federation will preside. The speakers will be 
introduced by G . Arnold McArthur, prt'sident 
of P .A.P.T., and closing remarks will be 
given by Reuben Resin, President of Quebec 
Federation. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

L. MOWBRAY CLARK 
At the January meeting of The Canadian Home and 
School and Parent-Teacher Federation, Mr. Clark was 
named a Vice•President. He is the immediate past 
president of Quebec Federation. 

mMUMMY 
DADDY 

amtME 
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HOME AND SCHOOL 
ON THE AIR 

Your regular Horne and School Broadcasts 
a rc hea rd each Sa turd ay at 11.30 A.M. ovn 
Station C.F.C.F. T hat the broadcasts a rr of 
interest to a ll parents is evident from the 
following list of subjects to be covered d uring 
the next th ree months. Plan to "listen-in" 
each Saturday. 
Feb. 6 H ow H ea lthy are our Children? 

13 Music, the International 
Language 

20 The Making of a l 'eachn 
27 \<\1hat I would like my child 10 

lt:arn in school. 
Ma r. 6 What is good discip line? 

13 All about th e Art Contl'sl 
20 Pa rlcz: vous Fran~ais? 
27 Thr Junior Symphony Orchestra 

April 3 Ar(' T eachers Pt'oplc? 
lO Thr Queb<-r Fcd('l'atio11 

Confercnrr 
17 Choral music at Easter 
24 H ow compulsory is education ? 

Sa v e this lis t for future r efer ence. 

Maisonneuve and John Jenkins 
T raffir Safrty is a subject which has long 

been one of great concern with this Associa-
tion as it h as with m any others. T o this end, 
we have had talks by various authorities 
concerned with safety measu res, fi 1ms and 
plays on safrty written and acted by the 
school pupils. 

John Jenkins school has gone even further. 
Miss Gcymonat, principa l of the school 
wh i!'h houses child ren from kindergarten to 
Grade two has, in cooperation with her staff. 
inaugurated a safety programme amongst 
the pupils which has been most successful. 
The children formed their own council and 
reports on progress were fi led each week. 
Rules were set and anyone who violated them 
was penalized in some manner decided upon 
by the council and with the consen t of M iss 
Geymonat, who maintained a guiding intcr('St 
in the campaign. 

Safety and courtesy has in this way, bc-
ronw :l matter of pridt· a nd achievement 
throughout the school and we arc very proud 
of <;>ur vo:-ing pupils who have set an exampk 
which might well be the founda tion of safe 
drivers and usrful citizens in the years to 
come. 

lloth of ouJ" schools a rC' adopting the Elmer 
th_c Ekph~nt Campaign and the Safety Oag 
will bt' Oymg from our flagpo!cs in tlw very 
!l('ar futu re. 

Classica l Ballet, Modern Dance 
Ne w Lotat lon: 

326 Vittoria Ave., W estmount, Que . 
Phone W A. 8 111-2 

BUILDING, cont'd 
wen· held when the following Officns too'.; 
up their duties: 
PrPsident: Gordon Patf'rson, Willingdon. 
1~·x<'cutiv<' Vice-Presidfnt: M rs. M .L. Tucl:cr. 

R oslyn. , 
Administrative Vice-President: A. M. Pa-

ticnc-e, Willingdon. 
Organizing Via -Presid,,nt : C. V Fra:;nc. 

Wcstmount H igh. 
Vice-President (Sj1eakers) : J. A. n. M cLcish, 

Valkyfidd. 
Vice-President ( Rural Conta,·ts) : Miss II. 

G uiton, MacV iea r. 
R ecording S ecretary: S. S. Colic, Iona. 
CorresJ;onding Suretary: A. W. Smith. Hcr-

bnt Symonds. 
Treasurer: E. n. McKenzie, K ings. 

The Board of Directol's consisted of the 
Officers and 11 Committee membt>rs. I n ad-
dition thert' was an Advisorv Committee of 
severa l outstanding citizens' to which thl· 
Q uebec Women's I nstitute, the P.A.P.T., the 
Provincia l Associa tion of Protestant School 
Boa rds and M cGill Uniwrsity Graduates 
Association were invited to appoint one re -
presenta tive each. 

President Patnson announced that there 
were now 45 local Associations in the Pro-
vince a lthough not a ll were affiliated with 
th e Federa tion. H opes were expressed that 
affiliation of these groups would soon take 
place and tJ.ie Federation was on its wny to 
becoming one of the most vigorous of the 
provincial bodies. 

(This is thf' first of a series of three 
articles. T he SPcond u•ill appear in our 
next ism<' and be entit'ed, " Groil'i11[! 
Pains - Tiu Y ears of Exfx1,nsion, 
I 945-50.") 
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WORKING WITH, cont'd 
These arc but a few of the many results 

of the "movie" project. 
New Girls Snubbed 

To return to the square dance, there was 
some difficulty with the last one. Several of 
the girls were ill, and younger girls, new to 
the dances, were invited to replace them. 
The fiftct·n-year-old mentioned previously, 
and some others, refused to dance with the 
new girls, and insistt>d on dancing only with 
certain girls. Altogether there was consider-
able confusion. The children were not very 
aware of this; they were enjoying themselves 
in spite of it. But when the caller left for the 
evening, he announced abruptly that he was 
not there to be a disciplinarian. 

Sally and her mother and father discussed 
this incident in terms of good sportsmanship 
and courtesy. And again the teacher, who 
attended other sessions but was absent this 
particular evening, was informed. She agreed 
to have the incident discussed in class, as it 
was. The boys carried the day. 

They wanted to attend another public 
dance being held. The fifteen-year-old asked 
Sally to go with him, alone. Sally's parents 
took the opportunity of saying a firm "no" . 
Sally reported the next day that it was hard 
to tell the boy, but that she thought the 
others respected her more for it. Here again 
there had been some inter-parent communi-
cation, with agreement on limits. 

These unhappy developments carried over 
to the first week in school after thr holidays. 
Sally was thoroughly miserable. The boys 
were upsetting dass routine and were gene-
rally negative in their attitudes towards class 
activities. 

Crisis Overcome 
Discussions continued, however, and event-

ually the square dance question was brought 
up again for discussion. Gradually, with 
patience and tact on the part of the teacher, 
and with parental support, the constructivr 
forces in the group had gained ascendency. 
Social events were resumed and expanded to 
include parties in various children's homes. 
They were supportrd and enjoyed by boys 
and girls alike. 

There came a day when Sally arrived 
home with cheeks aglow and eyes sparkling. 
"Sally", said her mother, "you look as if you 
have been having fun". And from Sally came 
the reply, "Oh, mother, it's just perfect -
we've been washing each others' faces in the 
snow". 

Sally was enjoying life. For she was grow-
ing, her natural maturation being strength-
ened and stimulated through wise and sym-
pathetic handling by parents and teachers. 
They agreed that Sally was not only develop-
ing social and emotional strengths, but was 
functioning at her full capacity intellectually. 

In this brief account we find much be-
havior in harmony with several general 
characteristics of the early adolescent, which 
are worth remembering: 

1. The child's powers are incrrased in 
every respect. He will strive to use them; 
but being less sure of himself, he may 
hesitate to use them in strange situations. 

2. Thr young adolescent's awarrncss of 
himself as a person is heightened; but 
this very fact creates many doubts and 
fears about himself. 

3. Development is uneven. This refers to 
both physical and emotional growth 
within the child, and between children. 
There arc differences in size and social 
interest. 

4. This period is the threshold of full in-
terest in and activity with the opposite 
sex, which should culminate later in 
marriage and a home. While loyalty to 

• the same sex continues, there is very 
great interest in the opposite sex, often 
expressed in teasing and antagonisms 
between boys and girls. 

5. There is a real problem of communica-
tion. The reactions which have been so 
transparent throughout childhood have 
"gone underground". Insecure and pro-
tective of himself, he expresses his 
thoughts and feelings in subtle and 
devious ways. 

6. As with all children, the young tren-
ager's emotional and social life has an 
important bearing on the degree of his 
success in academic work. 

( continued on page 15) 
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WORKING W ITH, cont'd 
Vve can also devdop from our obser vations 

a number of points of immediate practical 
value in dealing with children of this age: 

.I . Children not only receive their values 
from parents; parents arc counted on for 
assista nce in developing a value system. 
Parents can betray their children by not 
establishing restrictions within reason. 
The child will accept these limits, 
providing that a good relationship has 
been established with him. 

2. The school curriculum can and should 
encompass the child's life experience. 
Such objt'ctives as learning to live hap-
pily alongside the opposite sex, learning 
honesty in human relations, acqui ring 
the ability to seek help and advice when 
needed, acquiring ability to say "no" to 
the destructive in life. democratic action 
in developing and c'arrying through a 
plan with responsibility - these a rc 
surely appropriate for any educational 
prog ram worthy of the name. 

3. One of the best contributions of the 
school is to give boys and girls the op-
portunity to learn to deal with taeh 
other. The co-educational school is 
fundarnenta 1 in sound educa tion fo r 
living. 

4. Parents and teat"hers must take initial 
and primary responsibility fo r the de-
velopment of good menta l health. 

5. Warm affection, a sense of humor and a 
huge toleration on the part of parents, 
particularly, are pricek-ss. They help to 
provide a secure base of operations for 
the youngster rngaged in social explora-
tion. 

6. There must be full and free communica -
tion between all those adults in the com-
munity who dt'a] with the child ; between 
parents and teachers, and between pa-
rents themselves. 

7. Needs must be anticipated - and timing 
in this is n ucial. 

8. The seriously deviant child should have 
the attention of the specialist ; but dis-
turbed children can actually contribute 
to growth by their presence in the 
schoolroom when the problems thus 
created are wisely handled. 

I 0. Teaching is not confined to the class-
room ; nor does it consist of funneling 
information into a child's head. It can 
and docs take place informally and "on 
the spot" in all life situations ; and it 

de BELLE & WHITE 
AR CH IT ECTS 

• 

2-'25 GRAND BL VD. MONTREAL 

consists of the skillJul leadership of th<' 
child to use h is own resources. All those 
who work with children need to think 
of themselves as teachers. 

I I. H ert' as elsewhere preparation for some-
thing else is not the only worthy goal. 
The best preparation for the future is 
a satisfying and productive lifr in th(· 
present. For children and particularly 
the early adolescent, now is the moment! 
It is the job of adults to help him make 
this moment the fullest, the most intr• 
resting, and the most absorhing of all his 
powers. 

In short, all those who work with the early 
adolescent arc required to have scnsitiw 
understanding and skill and to work closely 
together with flexibility and imagination. 

In this there is an important assumption : 
namely. that parents and teachers work out 
of a conrensus regarding life values. This 
value system springs from concepts of the 
"Fatherhood of God" and the "Brotherhood 
of Man", and is nurtured primarily in reli-
gion. From it wt· deriv<' the larger goa ls 
which we all need lo dt'vdop our full statu re 
as human b1·ings. 

February, 1954 [ .1 5 l Quebec Home and School 



STUDENT, cont'd 

T ABLE IV 
POPULATIONS 15-19 YEARS OF AGE (INCLUSIVE) AND PERCENTAGES 

NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL, JUNE 1951 

Population 15-19 
I 

Per cent ( 15-19 years) 
Not Attending School 

Province Years of age 

Rural 

Newfoundland 17,009 
Prince Ed,vard Island 6,148 
Nova Scotia 24,347 
New Brunswick 26,049 
Quebec 128,982 
Ontario 101,573 
Manitoba 28,281 
Saskatchewan 49,202 
Alberta 42,852 
British Columbia 25,648 

Canada(•) 451,679 

(a) Includes Yukon and Northwest T erri-
tories. 

According to these data there were in 
Canada in June 1951 more than 630,000 

Urban Rural Urban 

13,399 65 58 
2,148 61 56 

27,186 57 53 
16,801 63 54 

208,519 78 65 
I 214,1 12 60 55 
I 28,907 60 52 
I 19,280 52 45 

I 
31,089 50 49 
44,582 50 47 

I 606,293 I 63 I 57 

young people of approximately high school 
age who were not attending either high or 
elementary grades. The 1951 census data 
show that non-attendance was greater for 
rural than for urban children. 

TABLE V 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN 15-19 YEARS OF AGE, JUNE 1951 

- -I 
Schools 

Percentage of Children Percentage of Cltlldren 
I Attending School Not Attending School 

Rural 37.09 62.91 
Urban 42.91 57.09 

Total 40.43 59.57 

Of the 1,057,972 Canadian children 15-19 years of age 630,290 were not enroJled in 
schools ( public or private) . 

HOLDING POWER OF THE HIGH SCHOOL: 
PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS 

Making allowance for increased enrolment 
in each grade due to immigration the en-
rolmcnt 1 in grades VIII, IX, X and X I in 
1946-47 was 59.2 per cent of the grade VII 
enrolments on which they are based while 
five years later the corresponding percentage 
was 59.9. Retention of grade VII students in 
grades VIII, IX, X and XI increased 0. 7 
per cent in the five-year period . High wages 
in industry and business may be attracting 

( l. D ata from Canada Year Books and 'I mmigra-
tion into Canada, 1949-1952' . Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics Information Sheet, January, ] 953.) 

many students from high school today. En-
rolments are increasing but only because the 
population is increasing. The junior and 
senior h igh schools are not holding an ap-
preciably larger percentage of grade VII 
students than they did in 1946-47. 

( continued on page 18) 
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Reserve these dates now for the 

ANNUAL MEETING & CONFERENCE 

of the 

Quebec Federation of Home and School Associations 

Friday and Saturday, April 30 - May 1 

Windsor Hotel, Montreal. 

Home and School's big event of the year, 

for ALL Home and School members. 

It's the 10th Anniversary of our Federation! 

PREP SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 
A camp for boys and girls {ages 6-18), offering simp]e country 
conveniences in a friendl y and informa] atmos phere. 

PLUS SCHOOLING, IF DESIRED 
5447 PARK AVENUE ( folder on request J CALUMET 771 2 
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STUDENT, cont'd 
In the United States the enrolment in 

grades VIII, IX, X and XI in 1949-50 was 
6,293,897 or 83.9 per cent of the grade VII 
cnrolments of 1945-46 to 1948-49 inclusive 
(f ull-timc public day schools) 2 • Although no 
allowance is made here for immigration in-
fluences, the contrast in the holding power 
of the United States and the Canadian high 
schools is noteworthy. In the United States 
in 1949-50 the enrolment in grades VIII to 
XI inclusive was 84 per cent of the sum of 
grade VII enrolments in the years 1945-46 to 
1948-49; in Canada the corresponding pn-
ccntage was 59.6. If grade II instead of grade 
VII be the base of reference the 1949-50 
high school retention figure for the U nitcd 
States becomes 70.3 while the Canadian 
percentage drops to 44.5. 

Teaching, nursing and several other pro-
fessions arc calling for recruits. If the high 
schools were cducating 90 instead of 44.5 
per cent of the youngsters graduating from 
grade II the shortage of personnel in the 
professions might be solved. If, however, we 
wish 90 per cent of the children in ele-
mentary grades to continue their education 
through high school we must deal in some 
positive fashion with the problem of retarda-
tion now inevitably associated ·with our mass 
education methods. 

The Canadian School Trustees' Associa-
tion's research committee is studying school 
financr. It is apparent that school costs vary 
with the number of children being educated. 
I s Canada to provide secondary edue:;ation 
for only 44.5 per cent of her young people 
or should she take steps to increase the high 
school population? 

(2. 'Statistics of State School Systems', 1949-50, 
United States Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D.C. p. 46. ) 

NEW FILMS AVAILABLE 
The Physical Fitness Division Preview 

Library: Department of National Health 
and Welfare, Canada, announces the follow-
ing films now in circulation. For further 
information write the Canadian Film Insti-
tute, 142 Spark Street, Ottawa. 

"Feeling L e/ t Out" - Aims at developing 
a sympathetic understanding for the socially 
isolated and offers suggestions for overcoming 
this condition. Particularly helpful for· boys 
and girls of high school age. Recommended 
also for teachers and adult groups. 

"Fun of Making Friends" - Especially 
helpful to teachers and parents who are 
interested in hdping the shv child and the·· 

Calling All 
Representatives! 

Next meeting 
of the Federation 's 

COUNCIL OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
on Saturday, March 20, 

at 2.00 p.m. 

in The High School of Montreal, 
3449 UNIVERSITY ST. 

socially <1wkward child to make friends with 
other children. 

" Deve/oj1ing Self R eliance" - Shows how 
dcpendenl'y grows and yet how necessary 
self reliance is to success and happiness. 

"Sna/1 Out Of It" - A High School boy 
finds out how to divert his energies from 
disappointed brooding towards constructive 
activities. Recommended for secondary school 
teachers and students, guidance directors, 
and parents. 

" Ways to Good Habits" - In this film an 
attempt is made to demonstrate to children 
of elementary school age the importance of 
habits good or bad. The main idea is that 
good habits may be developed as easily as 
bad ones, and then made to replace them. 
Suitable for children of elementary and se-
condary-school age and useful to parents. 

"Respect for Proj1erty" - A suitable film 
for secondary school students, teachers and 
parents. 

"Why Take Chances" - The suggestions 
given in this film for ordinary safety pre-
cautions make it interesting to children and 
parents as well. 

"How W e Co-operate" - The functions 
of purpose, effort, and planning in co-opera-
tion are stressed. Though intended for se-
condary school students, this film is of value 
to parents ::ind teachers. 

February. 1954 [ 18 l Quebec Home and School 



FASHION-WISE, BUDGET-WISE 
MORGAN'S BUDGET SHOPS 

THIRD FLOOR 

. . . fashions designed for 
workaday smartness, for day-
to-date versatility, for thrifty 
purses . . . and Morgan's 
B.C.A. ( Budgeted Charge 
Account) makes it easy to 
plan your wardrobe, pay as 
you wear . . . 

HENRY MORGAN e,. CO. LIMITED 
Yov Are Sure of Ouolity of Mornan·s - Calf PL 6261 

FOR THOSE WHO DANCE 

LEOTARDS 
$3.25 and $5.20 

PIHK SATIH 
TOE SHOES $6.95 

MISS ELEANOR 
PLEATED BALLET $3.30 

SHOES AND COSTUMES SELECTED BY 

Eleanor Moore Ashton 
FOR HER PUPILS-EXCLUSIVE AT 

JOHNNY BROWN 
637 Burnside St. - BE. 3221 - Montreal 

Back of Eaton's and Morgan's 

"Learning can be fun" with Si/o 
EDUCATIONAL 
TOYS 

Here arc some of the most interesting and educat ional teaching aids 
ever devised. With all the fascinating Sifo Toys and Puzzles, c::hildren can 
learn to count, tell time, learn days, m onths and seasons without individu9,\ 
supervision. Especially good for K indergarten classes. 
All Sifo Educational Toys and P uzzles carry seals o f approval from 
" Parents" and "Good H ousekeepjng" M agazint-s. Ask your nearest M oyer 
office for full details . ('Olourfully illustrated literature. 'l'aoy~'=R Ill [ SCHOOL SUPPLIES LIMITED 

57 NOTRE DAME STREET WEST, MONTR EAL 

MONCTON • MONTREAL • TORONTO • WINNIPEG • SASKA TOON • EDMONTON 
AO. NO. MT•54-t A 
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~he beauty . . all 
the features . .. all the cooking 

efficiency you could ever want, are 
built into the All-New Gurney Electric 

Ranges ... We're proud to sell these All-New Gurneys 
•.. You'll be proud to own one ... your family will be 
even prouder of your cooking! 

SEE IT-YOU'LL WANT IT! 

Your Northern Electric Dealer is a good man to lcnowl 


