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OUR MISSION 
The Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network (QUESCREN) provides 
opportunities to promote the understanding and vitality of Quebec’s English-language 
minority communities through research, training, knowledge mobilization, networking, 
and outreach.

OUR TEAM
Co-directors

In 2020-21, QUESCREN also hired 1 Concordia student and  
12 consultants for temporary positions.

Brian Lewis, PhD 
Professor,  
Department of Communications Studies

Patrick Donovan, PhD 
Research Associate

Chedly Belkhodja, PhD 
Professor,  
School of Community and Public Affairs

Staff

Lorraine O’Donnell, PhD 
Research Associate,   
and Affiliate Assistant Professor,  
School of Community and Public Affairs

Anna Hunt, MA (on leave) 
Knowledge Mobilization Officer and  
COM-Unity Project Coordinator

Ana Gomez, MPPA 
Office Coordinator

John Dickson 
Financial Officer
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Lina Shoumarova, MA  
Interim Knowledge Mobilization 
Officer and COM-Unity Project 
Coordinator

http://www.concordia.ca/artsci/eapc/quescren/a-propos/conseil.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
http://www.concordia.ca/artsci/eapc/quescren/a-propos/conseil.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
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Researcher-members

QUESCREN’s 65 researcher-members specialize in many fields related to 
English-speaking Quebec. They work in different institutions in Quebec, Canada, 
and abroad. They work in different institutions in Quebec, Canada, and abroad. 
Consult our researcher-member directory and see their latest publications below.

Open members

QUESCREN’s 825 open members subscribe to our newsletter and follow our 
activities. Become an open member today.

OUR WORKING GROUPS
Advisory Board 

The Advisory Board provides advice to support QUESCREN’s strategic directions 
and the securing of resources. Consult our advisory board member list.

Inter-Level Educational Table (ILET)

ILET brings together representatives from the continuum of Quebec’s English-
language educational institutions and associations, along with community groups 
and the public sector. QUESCREN supports the Table through research and 
knowledge mobilization, and through promoting collaboration. Consult our list of 
ILET members.

COM-Unity Project Community of Practice 

This working group brings together representatives of partner organizations 
from Quebec’s English-language arts, culture, heritage and education sectors, 
the Secrétariat aux relations avec les Québécois d’expression anglaise, and 
QUESCREN/Concordia University. Together, they set directions and share practices 
for the COM-Unity project. QUESCREN manages this project and the Secrétariat 
funds it.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
This fiscal year, QUESCREN responded to 40 research queries from stakeholders. 
They included requests for advice on research initiatives and programs related to 
English-speaking Quebec, and questions on a variety of topics including services 
and resources available to the English-speaking community, Bill 96 as it relates to 
Quebec’s English speakers, and the history of English-speaking migrants to Quebec. 

In 2020-21, QUESCREN also hired 1 Concordia student and  
12 consultants for temporary positions.

John Dickson 
Financial Officer

9%  
increase since  
last year
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https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/researchers/Researcher-directory.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter/subscribe.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/AdvisoryBoard.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/educational-table.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/educational-table.html
https://com-unity.ca/
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/staff.html
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PUBLICATIONS
Academic Publications on Language Legislation 

This year, we released The Charter: Bill 
101 and English-Speaking Quebec, 
edited by QUESCREN team members 
Lorraine O’Donnell, Patrick Donovan, 
and Brian Lewis. Published by the 
Presses de l’Université Laval, this 534 
page volume features twenty chapters 
in English or French by researchers 
and engaged citizens, along with an 
introduction and conclusion by the 
editors. The book includes contributions 
by QUESCREN researcher members 
Pierre-Olivier Bonin, Richard Bourhis, 
Diane Gérin-Lajoie, Yasmin Jiwani, 
Dorothy Williams, and Paul Zanazanian. 

	 QUESCREN Research Associates Patrick Donovan and Lorraine O’Donnell also co-edited a 
special issue of the Linguistic Minorities and Society journal with Éric Forgues and Érik Labelle 
Eastaugh, our partners at the Université de Moncton. Entitled 50 Years of Implementing 
the Official Languages Act: Review and Prospects, its contributions were drawn from our 
jointly organized 2019 Acfas conference on this subject. The entire issue is available 
free online and includes a contribution by QUESCREN researcher Robert J. Talbot.
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QUESCREN’s offices are at the Loyola Campus, Concordia University.

https://www.pulaval.com/produit/la-charte-la-loi-101-et-les-quebecois-d-expression-anglaise-the-charter-bill-101-and-english-speaking-quebec
https://www.pulaval.com/produit/la-charte-la-loi-101-et-les-quebecois-d-expression-anglaise-the-charter-bill-101-and-english-speaking-quebec
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/minling/2021-n17-minling06632/
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/minling/2021-n17-minling06632/
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
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QUESCREN released two working papers during this fiscal year. 

Richard Koestner and Anne C. Holding 
sought to understand the potentially 
competing impacts that the COVID 19 and 
Black Lives Matter crises had on English-
speaking Black young adults in Quebec. Link

Patrick Donovan looked at how the 
phrase “The best-treated minority in 
the world” has been used over time, 
especially in the Quebec context. Link

Education and  
Vitality Forum Report 

Antonia Macris, currently a graduate 
student at Concordia University, and 
QUESCREN colleagues reported on 
highlights and takeaways of the 2021 
Education and Vitality Forum. Link 

QUESCREN Working Paper no. 4 
April 2021

By Richard Koestner & Anne C. Holding

Did the Black Lives Matter  
Movement Help English-Speaking 
Black Young Adults in Quebec  
Recover from the Damaging  
Psychological Effects of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic?

QUESCREN Working Paper no. 5 
March 2022

by Patrick Donovan

The Best-Treated Minority 
in the World
Historical and discursive analysis of a cliché
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Report prepared by Antonia Macris, QUESCREN Research Assistant 
Report revised by Lorraine O’Donnell, Lina Shoumarova, and Patrick Donovan, QUESCREN

Report on the  
“Education and Vitality”     
Forum 
 
Organized by the Inter-Level Educational Table (ILET),  
a committee of the Quebec English-Speaking Communities  
Research Network (QUESCREN), and held at  
Concordia University, November 3-5, 2021
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https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_WP4_Koestner_Holding.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_Working_Paper_5_Donovan.pdf
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/QUESCREN_ILET_Forum_Report_2022.pdf
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
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QUESCREN Education Research Briefs and Reference Lists 

QUESCREN launched its series of eight education research briefs and three reference 
lists in May 2021. These documents focus on priority issues and challenges within 
Quebec’s English-language education sector, as identified by QUESCREN’s Inter-Level 
Educational Table (ILET), including:

•	 Decline of enrolment in English-language schools
•	 Representation of English speakers in Quebec’s education ministries and in 

curriculum development
•	 Challenges around resources and services
•	 Provision of services to special needs students

Click here to consult the briefs and reference lists.

QUESCRENews

Our quarterly, bilingual e-newsletter 
provides information on projects 
under way, new publications and 
grants, and events related to research 
on Quebec’s English-speaking communities. 
Read past newsletters here and subscribe today.

DECLINE OF ENROLMENT IN 
QUEBEC’S ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
SCHOOL SECTOR
Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network (QUESCREN) 

By Nadine Ciamarra and Patricia Lamarre 
With Patrick Donovan and Lorraine O’Donnell 

Education Research Brief no. 1

The Charter of the French language (1977),1 also known 
as Bill 101, has had a strong and lasting impact on the 
English-language public school sector.2 Under this 
law, kindergarten to secondary school students whose 
Canadian parents or siblings were educated in Canada 
in English are entitled to English-language public 
education. Aside from a few exceptions, all other students 
must attend French-language schools.  These educational 
clauses limit access to English-language schools3 by 
routing the children of newly arrived immigrants to 
French-language public schools,4 as well as restricting 
the access of Francophone Quebecers with no family 
history of attending English-language schools. 

Since the early 1970s, the decline of the 
English-language school population has 
been over twice as pronounced as that of the 
French sector.  

The number of students enrolled in the English-language 
public and private sectors declined by 61.3% from 
256,251 in the 1971 1972 school year to 99,042 in 2019-
2020. Over the same time span, the enrolment rates in 
the French language public and private sectors in Quebec 
also experienced a decline: down 28.8% from 1,378,788 
in 1971-1972 to 981,905 in 2019-2020 (Institut de la 
statistique du Québec [ISQ], 2020; MELS, 2014). 

1 The Charter has been revised over the years. In the 
bibliography to this Brief, the version updated to 
October 31, 2020, is listed.

2 English-language schools in Quebec are legally 
recognized as official language minority (OLM) 
schools under section 23 of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, with a mandate to protect and 
promote the vitality of Quebec’s English-speaking 
minority. In this and other briefs in this series, 
the terms “English-language schools” and “OLM 
schools” will be used interchangeably.

3 Alternatively, parents can send their children to 
independent (private) schools, some of which are 
partially subsidized by the government (Ministère 
de l’Éducation [MEQ], 2021). 

4 In 1971, 85.4% of Allophone students in the Quebec 
public education system attended English-language 
schools. By 2012, the proportion had decreased 
to 12.5% (Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du 
Sport [MELS], 2014).

-61.3%

-28.8%

English-language sector

French-language sector

Percent Decline for Public  
and Private Schools in Quebec,  
1971-1972 to 2019-2020

Source: ISQ, 2020; MELS, 2014

REPRESENTATION OF  
ENGLISH-SPEAKERS IN QUEBEC’S  
EDUCATION MINISTRIES AND 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network (QUESCREN) 

By Nadine Ciamarra and Patricia Lamarre 
With Patrick Donovan and Lorraine O’Donnell 

Education Research Brief no. 2

There is a longstanding underrepresentation of English 
speakers in Quebec’s public sector (Cooper, Donovan, 
& O’Donnell, 2019). In 2019, 506 out of 53,570 regular 
employees (0.9%) in Quebec’s public service were 
Anglophones, roughly one tenth of their proportion in the 
total population of the province (Secrétariat du Conseil du 
trésor, 2019; Statistics Canada, 2017).1

This low representation is also found within Quebec’s 
education ministries, the Ministère de l’Éducation (MEQ) 
and the Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur (MES). 

In early 2020, there were only 25 Anglophones 
out of 1,335 regular employees in what was then 
a single education ministry called the Ministère 
de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur 
(MEES),2 or 1.9% of the total. 

To improve the representation of certain target groups in 
the public service, the Quebec government gave itself the 
goal that 25% of new employees be members of cultural 
communities, Anglophones, Indigenous people or persons 
with disabilities.3 In recent years, MEES hiring rates for 
these groups were well below this target, and there was 
no increase of Anglophone regular employees. In the 
past two years, only 4 out of 354 new regular hires were 
Anglophone (1.1%) (MEES, 2019, 2020). 

1   Until recently, the provincial government defined 
“Anglophone” as someone for whom English is their 
first language learned and still understood. The 
statistics here reflect this definition of the English-
speaking community, which excludes “Allophones” 
who are more proficient in English than French. See 
Cooper, Donovan, & O’Donnell (2019) for a historical 
overview of English speakers’ participation in 
Quebec’s public service. 

2 The Ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement 
supérieur (MEES) split into the two ministries in June 
2020.

3 The 25% goal was established in 1999 for cultural 
communities,  Anglophones and Indigenous people. In 
2005, the target group was broadened to also include 
people with disabilities, and the same 25% objective 
was maintained. There is no specific target for 
Anglophones (Cooper, Donovan, & O’Donnell, 2019).

Anglophone Regular 
Employees in Quebec 
Public Service, 2019

Francophone

Anglophone

506/53,570

Source: Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor, 2019

THE DEMOGRAPHY OF QUEBEC’S 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE SCHOOLS:  
COMPLEXITY, CHANGES, AND 
COMMUNITY ISSUES
Quebec English-Speaking Communities Research Network (QUESCREN) 

By Nadine Ciamarra and Patricia Lamarre 
With Patrick Donovan and Lorraine O’Donnell 

Education Research Brief no. 5

The definition of English-speaking Quebecers is complex, 
evolving, and varies according to different political stakes 
and jurisdictions. The narrowest definition limits the 
population to those with English as their sole mother 
tongue. The broadest definition includes non-native 
speakers who use English with greater or equal frequency 
than French (Jedwab, 2010; Donovan, 2015). 

Quebec’s English-speaking community is demographically 
complex and has always been heterogeneous, marked 
even in the early years by members’ ancestry from different 
parts of Britain (England, Wales, Scotland) and Ireland, but 
also other places of origin, including Blacks with African 
ancestry. They had a variety of heritage languages and 
tended to divide the institutions and schools they founded 
along religious lines, predominantly Catholic/Protestant. 
In the 20th century, as newcomers arrived from a broader 
range of countries, community ethno-linguistic diversity 
correspondingly grew.1 Thus, today’s community members 
have identities influenced by multiple linguistic, ethnic, 
and regional backgrounds.

What is more, regardless of linguistic background, English-
French bilingualism is on the rise in Quebec. In 2016, 
the province’s Anglophones were more bilingual than 
Francophones: the rate of French-English bilingualism 
for people with English as a mother tongue was 69%, 
followed by 51% for those with a mother tongue other 
than English or French, and 40% for those with French as 
a mother tongue. This rate was even higher among youth 
(Turcotte, 2019). 

1 For further information on the historical portrait 
of the changing makeup of the English-speaking 
community, see Donovan (2015). 

69%

40%

51%

with English  
as a mother tongue

with French  
as a mother tongue

with mother tongue  
other than English or French

2016 French-English Bilingualism Rate

Source: Turcotte, 2019

https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/research_education.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter.html
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
http://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/Quescren_QPSRPTEnglish.pdf
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In addition to the material listed earlier, researcher members published the following 
research relating to English-speaking Quebec over the last fiscal year. Please note that 
the name of the researcher member is in bold.

Ahooja, A., Brouillard, M., Quirk, E., Ballinger, S., Polka, L., Byers-Heinlein, K., and Kircher, R. (2022). 
“Family Language Policy Among Québec-Based Parents Raising Multilingual Infants and 
Toddlers: A Study of Resources as a Form of Language Management.” Journal of Multilingual and 
Multicultural Development. In press. Preprint

Bourhis, R.Y. (2021). “Les préjugés, la discrimination et les relations intergroupes.” In Les fondements 
de la psychologie sociale, edited by R. J. Vallerand. Montreal: Chenelière Éducation, p. 390-436. 
Information

Brouillard, M., Dubé, D., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). Reading to Bilingual Preschoolers: An 
Experimental Study of Two Book Formats. Infant and Child Development, e2294. Link / Preprint /
Repository 

Byers-Heinlein, K., Jardak, A., Fourakis, E., and Lew-Williams, C. (2022). “Effects of Language Mixing on 
Bilingual Children’s Word Learning.” Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, vol. 25, no. 1, p. 55-69. 
Link / Preprint / Repository

Byers-Heinlein, K., Tsui, S. A., Bergmann, C., et al. (January 2021). “A Multi-Lab Study of Bilingual Infants: 
Exploring the Preference for Infant-Directed Speech.” Advances in Methods and Practices in 
Psychological Science. [Registered Report]. Link / Preprint / Repository 

Côté, S., Gonzalez-Barrero, A. M., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). “Multilingual Toddlers’ Vocabulary 
Development in Two Languages: Comparing Bilinguals and Trilinguals.” Journal of Child Language, 
vol. 49, no. 1, p. 114-130. Link / Preprint / Repository

Djeha, A., Lo, E. and Lussier, M-H. (April 2022) “Disparités en santé mentale et ses déterminants chez les 
jeunes du secondaire au Québec selon la langue d’enseignement.” INSPQ. Link

Fibla, L., Kosie, J. E., Kircher, R., Lew-Williams, C., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). “Bilingual Language 
Development in Infancy: What Can We Do to Support Bilingual Families?” Policy Insights from the 
Behavioral and Brain Sciences, vol. 9, no. 1. Link / Preprint / Repository 

Iannuccilli, M., Byers-Heinlein, K., and Dunfield, K. (2021). “Bilingual Children Judge Moral, Social, and 
Language Violations as Less Transgressive than Monolingual Children.” Journal of Experimental 
Child Psychology, vol. 208, 105130. Link / Preprint / Repository

Kircher, R., Quirk, E., Brouillard, M., Ahooja, A., Ballinger, S., Polka, L., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). 
“Quebec-Based Parents’ Attitudes Towards Childhood Multilingualism: Evaluative Dimensions 
and Potential Predictors.” Journal of Language and Social Psychology. Link 

Kremin, L. V., Alves, J., Orena, A. J., Polka, L., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2021). “Code Switching in Everyday 
Speech to Bilingual Infants.” Journal of Child Language, p. 1-27. Link / Preprint / Repository

Leimgruber, J. R.E., and Fernández-Mallat, V. “Language Attitudes and Identity Building in the Linguistic 
Landscape of Montreal.” Open Linguistics, Vol. 7, no. 1 (2021): 406–422. Link

O’Donnell, L. (2021). “Housoldiers.” In Farfan, Matthew, and Rod MacLeod, eds. Historical Views: Selections 
from Quebec Heritage News, 2000-2020. Vol. I, p. 78-79. Sherbrooke: Quebec Anglophone Heritage 
Network. Information

Pocock, J. (2022). Geneva’s Scrapbook: The Art of Piecing Together a Life. Hatley, QC: Shoreline, 2022. Link

https://psyarxiv.com/sa7h5/
https://www.cheneliere.ca/13285-livre-les-fondements-de-la-psychologie-sociale-3e-edition.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/icd.2294
https://psyarxiv.com/5f8kw/
https://osf.io/yf8gx/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1366728921000699
https://psyarxiv.com/298cz
https://osf.io/q2nzr/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2515245920974622
https://psyarxiv.com/sqh9d/
https://osf.io/zauhq/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-child-language/article/abs/multilingual-toddlers-vocabulary-development-in-two-languages-comparing-bilinguals-and-trilinguals/E1920F8DF672CDB7BCFA88267A0BBFB7
https://psyarxiv.com/hpqez/
https://osf.io/us27h/
https://www.inspq.qc.ca/publications/2843
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23727322211069312
https://osf.io/jerty/
https://osf.io/fhx7p/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022096521000485?via%3Dihub
https://psyarxiv.com/ywb2j/
https://osf.io/2t9nd/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0261927X221078853
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305000921000118
https://psyarxiv.com/rk2ah/
https://osf.io/jwdfs/
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/opli-2021-0021/html
https://qahn.org/news/new-qahn-historical-views-order-now-while-supplies-last
https://shorelinepress.ca/Geneva-JP.html
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Pocock, J. (2021). “Quebec’s English-Speaking Community and the Partnership Approach of Its Networks in 
Health.” Minorités linguistiques et société / Linguistic Minorities and Society Vol. 15-16: 264–283. Link

Popica, M., and Gagné, P. (2021). “Je résiste, donc nous sommes : Résistance à l’apprentissage du français 
langue seconde au Québec,” Revue TDFLE, p. 78. Link 

Schott, E., Kremin, L. V., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). “The Youngest Bilingual Canadians: Insights from 
the 2016 Census about Children Aged 0-9.” Canadian Public Policy/Analyse de politiques. In press. 
Preprint / Repository

Schott, E., Mastroberardino, M., Fourakis, E., Lew-Williams, C., and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2021). “Fine-Tuning 
Language Discrimination: Monolingual and Bilingual Infants’ Detection of Language Switching.” 
Infancy, vol. 26, no. 6, p. 1037-1056. Preprint / Repository 

Tsui, R. K., Gonzalez-Barerro, A. M., Schott, E. and Byers-Heinlein, K. (2022). “Are Translation Equivalents 
Special for Bilingual Infants?” Cognition. In press. Preprint / Repository

Williams, D. W. The Canadian Encyclopedia, s.v. “Black History Month in Canada.” Published November 24, 
2021. Link 

Williams, D. W. The Canadian Encyclopedia, s.v. “Black history in Canada: 1900–1960.” Published May 3, 
2021. Link 

Williams, D. W. The Canadian Encyclopedia, s.v. “Universal Negro Improvement Association.” Published 
March 14, 2022. Link 

Williams, D. W. “The Sir George Williams Affair: A Watershed in the Black Press.” (2021). In The Fire That 
Time: Transnational Black Radicalism and the Sir George Williams Occupation, edited by Ronald 
Cummings and Nalini Mohabir. Montreal: Black Rose Press. Information

Williams, D. W. “Foreword.” (2021). In No Crystal Stair, by Mairuth Sarsfield. Montreal: Linda Leith Publishing.

Williams, D. W. (2021). “It Had to Be from Above.” GeoScope, vol. 58, p. 12-14. 

Williams, D. W. (2022). “Montreal’s Black Porters: A Legacy to Celebrate.” Quebec Heritage News, vol. 16, 
no. 1, winter 2022, p. 16-20.

Williams, D. W. “A Man of Many Firsts: Ernest Melville DuPorte.” (2021). In Farfan, Matthew, and Rod 
MacLeod, eds. Historical Views: Selections from Quebec Heritage News, 2000-2020. Vol. I, p. 101. 
Sherbrooke: Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network. Information

Williams, D. W. (2021). “Growing up Black in Montréal. A Memoir.” In Farfan, Matthew, and Rod 
MacLeod, eds. Historical Views: Selections from Quebec Heritage News, 2000-2020. Vol. II, p. 25-26. 
Sherbrooke: Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network. Information

Williams, D. W. (2021). “The Memory of That Place.” In Farfan, Matthew, and Rod MacLeod, eds. Historical 
Views: Selections from Quebec Heritage News, 2000-2020. Vol. II, p. 48. Sherbrooke: Quebec 
Anglophone Heritage Network. Information

Williams, D. W. (2021). “Invisible History: The Black Experience in a New Narrative for Canada.” In 
Farfan, Matthew, and Rod MacLeod, eds. Historical Views: Selections from Quebec Heritage News, 
2000-2020. Vol. II, p. 187 189. Sherbrooke: Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network. Information

We are pleased to announce that QUESCREN researcher member Lorne Huston and co-author  
Marie-Thérèse Lefebvre were awarded the Prix Opus in the category “Book of the Year” by the Conseil 
québécois de la musique for the volume on George M. Brewer et le milieu culturel anglophone 
montréalais (1900-1950), Éditions Septentrion, October 2020. Information

8  / 16

https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/minling/2021-n15-16-minling06133/1078485ar.pdf
https://revue-tdfle.fr/articles/revue-78/2560-je-resiste-donc-nous-sommes
https://psyarxiv.com/6q9jg/
https://osf.io/2gzfw/
https://psyarxiv.com/xkc9b/
https://osf.io/2t5kw/
https://psyarxiv.com/h4jxe/
https://osf.io/2t5kw/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-history-month-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-history-in-canada-1900-1960
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/universal-negro-improvement-association
https://blackrosebooks.com/products/cummings_mohabir-the-fire-that-time
https://qahn.org/news/new-qahn-historical-views-order-now-while-supplies-last
https://qahn.org/news/new-qahn-historical-views-order-now-while-supplies-last
https://qahn.org/news/new-qahn-historical-views-order-now-while-supplies-last
https://qahn.org/news/new-qahn-historical-views-order-now-while-supplies-last
https://www.septentrion.qc.ca/catalogue/george-m-brewer-et-le-milieu-culturel-anglophone-montrealais
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AND VIDEOS
QUESCREN hosted a record 15 events in the past year.

Multi-Day Events

November 3 to 5, 2021  
Education and Vitality Forum 
A two-day event supporting English-language minority education in Quebec 
Link / Conference Program / Videos of all sessions

May 4 and 5, 2021  
Heritage, Memory and Vitality of Linguistic Minorities  
This two-day virtual conference took place as part of the 88th Association 
francophone pour le savoir (Acfas) congress 
Link / Conference Program / Videos of Presentations

Lunch & Learns and Other Special Events

April 19, 2022
Launch of the Special Issue of the Linguistic Minorities and Society Journal:  
“50 Years of Implementing the Official Languages Act: Review and Prospects” 
With multiple participants 
Link / Journal articles / Video

March 16, 2022
The Social Solidarity Economy and Quebec’s English-Speaking Communities 
Featuring Hugh Maynard 
Link / Video

March 10, 2022
Launch of QUESCREN’s Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL) 
Speakers included representatives from QUESCREN, QCGN and the Coasters 
Association 
Link / Video

February 10, 2022
A Feeling of Minoritization: English-Speaking Quebecers after Bill 96 
Featuring Jérôme Melançon and Sean E. Moore 
Link / Video

January 20, 2022
“The Best Treated Minority in the World”: Genealogy of a Cliché 
Featuring Patrick Donovan 
Link / Video 
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https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/11/05/education-and-vitality-forum-education-et-vitalite.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://sites.events.concordia.ca/sites/quescren/en/quescrenforum/schedule
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-vGJQcceL9LjDDHZPEd0b08
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/05/04/Heritage-Acfas-2021.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/content/dam/artsci/scpa/quescren/docs/ACFAS_2021_ENG.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0iUepVZGB-s4IVw_u07I02BOYiyLgS9Y
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/04/19/launch-of-special-issue-linguistic-minorities-and-society-journa.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/minling/2021-n17-minling06632/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f160lUbVJto&feature=youtu.be
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/03/16/lunch-and-learn--the-social-solidarity-economy-and-quebec-s-engl.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oV85WbH7_wk&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=19
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/03/10/ckol-launch.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/03/10/ckol-launch.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/02/10/lunch-and-learn-a-feeling-of-minoritization.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EW6TnWZKdc&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=18
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2022/01/20/lunch---learn--best-treated-minority-in-the-world.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w0Ao-c4qVs&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=17
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December 16, 2021
People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec 
Featuring Lorraine O’Donnell 
Link / Video

November 18, 2021
A Gesture of Hospitality for Asylum Seekers: An Analysis of Mobilization Actions 
by the Collective “Bridges Not Borders” at Roxham Road 
Featuring Chedly Belkhodja and Cassandre Gratton 
Link / Video

October 14, 2021
Understanding the Linguistic Duality Debate through an Historical Lens – 2019, 
1969 and 1929 
Featuring Robert J. Talbot 
Link / Video

September 16, 2021
Willingness of Quebec-born Anglophone and Francophone Undergraduate 
Students to Stay in the Province or Leave 
Featuring Richard Bourhis 
Link / Video

June 10, 2021
Celebrating COM-Unity 2021: This Is Us 
Featuring presentations by the Black Community Resource Centre, the English 
Language Arts Network, Leading English Education and Resource Network, the 
Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network, Seniors Action Quebec, and Youth 4 
Youth Québec 
Link / Video

June 23, 2021
Official Language Minority Communities Dashboard: A New Tool for Research on 
Official Language Minority Communities 
Featuring Martin Durand 
Link / Video

May 19, 2021
Education Research Briefs: Priority Issues and Challenges within Quebec’s 
English-Language Education Sector
Featuring Nadine Ciamarra and Patricia Lamarre 
Link / Video

April 14, 2021
From Vitality to Vitality of Memory. Launch of Concept Paper 
Featuring Alain Roy 
Link / Video

https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/12/16/people-s-history-of-english-speaking-quebec.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agpIz2VTzvc&list=PL0iUepVZGB-tXbH-xCES2kQggPfQHlS4w&index=15
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/11/18/gesture-of-hospitality-towards-asylum-seekers.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/11/18/gesture-of-hospitality-towards-asylum-seekers.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/10/14/understanding-the-linguistic-duality-debate-through-historical-l.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WypLWG7jYY
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/09/16/lunch-learn-students-push-and-pull-factors-to-staying-in-quebec.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/09/16/lunch-learn-students-push-and-pull-factors-to-staying-in-quebec.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/06/10/celebrating-com-unity-2021--this-is-us.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wO5ljMAAidA
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/06/23/lunch-learn-official-language-minority-communities-dashboar.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYVVQBGlJWE
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/050/19/lunch-learn-education-research-briefs.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzhIXJxxeJg
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/artsci/scpa/quescren/2021/04/14/lunch---learn--from-vitality-to-vitality-of-memory.html?c=/artsci/scpa/quescren/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFE2hsOkjQw
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22KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION 

AND ONLINE RESOURCES
Our online and social media presence continues to grow. This allows us to reach out to researchers, 
English-speaking communities of Quebec, and many others interested in minority language issues. 

Online databases

Bibliography on English-speaking Quebec
QUESCREN produces the online platform for a comprehensive bibliography compiled 
by Brendan O’Donnell. This database lists secondary sources related to the study 
of English-speaking Quebec. Types of sources listed include everything from scholarly studies to 
magazine articles, by way of films and websites. This year Brendan added 583 titles to the bibliography, 
bringing the total number of entries up to 13,958. The bibliography was searched 19,809 times by 
16,880 unique visitors. Link

Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL)
The Community Knowledge Open Library (CKOL), a growing online full-text database listing of grey 
literature sourced from the province’s English-speaking community groups, was launched on March 10, 
2022. Grey literature is material that is not commercially published but made available to the public. It 
includes annual reports, research reports, lectures, PowerPoints, newsletters, and pamphlets. So far, 27 
community partner organizations and individuals serving English speakers across Quebec have joined 
the project, and we have gathered nearly 3,000 resources. Link

Data Portal on English-Speaking Quebec (DESQ)
We are currently developing a data portal to house statistical datasets on English-speaking Quebec. 
Stay tuned!

Social media

Facebook
This year our bilingual Facebook page featured around two posts per week. This is an effective 
medium to share information of interest with the community, and to promote our partners’ events and 
activities. We invite you to become a friend if you have not yet done so. Link

YouTube
Our YouTube channel preserves all recorded QUESCREN events. This year we added 44 videos. We 
invite you to subscribe to our channel. Link

Website
Our bilingual website is an important tool for knowledge mobilization and networking support. Link 

Notices
QUESCREN Notices bring attention to our key activities. Updates are posted on our homepage and that 
of Concordia University’s School of Community and Public Affairs. Link

70% more  
unique visitors  
than last year
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http://UESCREN produces the online platform for a comprehensive bibliography compiled by Brendan O'Donnell. This database lists secondary sources related to the study of English-speaking Quebec. Types of sources listed include everything from scholarly studies to magazine articles, by way of films and websites. This year Brendan added 583 titles to the bibliography, bringing the total number of entries up to 13,958. The bibliography was searched 19,809 times by 16,880 unique visitors. This represents a nearly 70% increase in visitors since last year.
https://quescren.concordia.ca/en/search
https://ckol.quescren.ca/en/lib/
https://www.facebook.com/QUESCREN/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8caP9o_y1rnVXyH5zOpNTA?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren.html
https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/resources/newsletter.html
https://www.facebook.com/QUESCREN/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8caP9o_y1rnVXyH5zOpNTA?sub_confirmation=1
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MEDIA COVERAGE
Media outlets are covering QUESCREN! Our initiatives were featured in 
16 mainstream media articles or broadcasts. See here.

PRESENTATIONS, REPRESENTATIONS, 
NETWORKING 

In addition to their committee work and presentations for QUESCREN events 
listed above, QUESCREN directors and staff members participate in meetings 
and events to present and mobilize research and build networks related to 
Canadian official language minority communities.

Presentations and representations

Date Nature of participation Participant(s)

May 13, 2021 “People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec: Presenting the Plan for a 
Community-Based Action Research Project for Official Language Minority 
Community Vitality.” Presentation at the Archives and Libraries in Official Language 
Minority Communities — Issues and Future National Conference. Online.

Lorraine O'Donnell

June 31, 2021 “People’s History of English-Speaking Quebec: Preliminary Plan and Link  
to the Concept of a ‘Memorial Ecosystem.’” Presentation at the  
100th Canadian Historical Association Annual Meeting. Online.

Lorraine O'Donnell

December 2, 2021 “English-Speaking Quebec: Portrait and Issues.” Presentation at the launch  
of the Social Solidarity Economy English-Speaking Network (SEE-Net),  
Concordia University, Montreal.

Lorraine O'Donnell

December 8, 2021 “La loi 101 et le Québec d’expression anglaise.” Presentation as part of the Regards 
croisés sur le débat linguistique au Québec: au-delà du projet de loi 96 – Panel 2. Les 
droits linguistiques des minorités event. Centre de recherche interdisciplinaire sur 
la diversité et la démocratie (CRIDAQ), Université du Québec à Montréal. Online.

Lorraine O'Donnell

December 15, 2021 “Language Matters: Introduction to QUESCREN.” Presentation at the Dialogue 
McGill symposium entitled Addressing Access to Health Care and Social Services for 
Language Minorities: Best Practices and Latest Evidence. McGill University. Online.

Lorraine O'Donnell

February 25, 2022 “La communauté d’expression anglaise du Québec et des Cantons-de-l’Est,  
un aperçu historique.” Presentation to employability groups organized by  
the Townshippers Association. Online.

Patrick Donovan
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https://www.concordia.ca/artsci/scpa/quescren/about/media.html
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January 2022 Expert Panel, Horizontal Evaluation of the Action Plan for Official 
Languages 2018-2023, The Vitality of English-speaking OLMCs in 
Quebec, Prairie Research Associates for Canadian Heritage (PCH).

Patrick Donovan

March 2022 Discussion, New public opinion survey on official languages, 
Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages.

Patrick Donovan

Committee Work

Consultations and Advisory Panels

Committee/Network Participant(s)

Board of Directors, Canadian Institute for Research on Linguistic Minorities Chedly Belkhodja

Member, Official Language Minority Communities (OLMCs) Archival Network, Library and Archives Canada Lorraine O'Donnell

Member, ad-hoc group of researchers studying official language minority communities,  
Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages

Lorraine O'Donnell

Member, ad-hoc group of history, heritage, and memory groups serving 
official language minority communities across Canada

Lorraine O'Donnell

Member, Working Group on Data and Research on Official Language 
Minority Communities and Health, Health Canada

Patrick Donovan

Member, Quebec Community Groups Network – Community Development process – Data Roundtable Lorraine O'Donnell

Member, Canadian Advisory Committee, Memory of the World program, Canadian Commission for UNESCO Lorraine O'Donnell

Research Team Membership

Research Team Participant(s)

Member, engAGE: Concordia’s Centre for Research on Aging Lorraine O’Donnell

Collaborator, Équipe de recherche en partenariat sur la diversité culturelle et l’immigration 
dans la région de Québec

Patrick Donovan

Member, PhD committee for Concordia University doctoral candidate and QUESCREN 
researcher-member Aurelia Roman

Lorraine O’Donnell
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https://icrml.ca/en/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.clo-ocol.gc.ca/splashify-splash
https://en.ccunesco.ca/our-priorities/memory-of-the-world
https://engage.concordia.ca/
https://www.ediq.ulaval.ca
https://www.ediq.ulaval.ca
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aurelia-roman-concordia/?originalSubdomain=ca
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OUR FUNDERS

QUESCREN recognizes support from the following funders:

Funding Source Project/Program name Date of 
agreement

Concordia University Annual in-kind support for QUESCREN activities 2008 (ongoing)

Secrétariat aux relations 
avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise, 
Government of Quebec

Développer et diffuser des connaissances 
en soutien à la vitalité des communautés 
d’expression anglaise et renforcer le lien entre 
les acteurs éducatifs et les acteurs culturels

March 2018

Secrétariat aux relations 
avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise, 
Government of Quebec

Soutien au fonctionnement et activités de 
mobilisation du réseau de recherche QUESCREN 
pour favoriser une meilleure connaissance 
des Québécois d’expression anglaise

March 2019

Secrétariat aux relations 
avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise, 
Government of Quebec

Renforcer le sentiment d’appartenance des 
Québécois d’expression anglaise par la culture, 
les arts, le patrimoine et l’éducation (COM-
Unity Project 1.0 and COM-Unity 2.0)		

March 2020 
 and 

March 2021

Secrétariat aux relations 
avec les Québécois 
d’expression anglaise, 
Government of Quebec

Université Concordia – QUESCREN – Centre 
permanent de recherche consacré aux 
communautés d’expression anglaise (Phase 2)

March 2021

Department of 
Canadian Heritage, 
Government of Canada

Support for QUESCREN work towards improving 
understanding of Quebec’s English-speaking 
communities and promoting their vitality

January 2020

Canadian Institute for 
Research on Linguistic 
Minorities	

CIRLM and Concordia University 
Partnership Agreement

2008 (ongoing)
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https://icrml.ca/en/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage.html
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/departments-and-agencies/srqea
https://www.concordia.ca/
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QUEBEC ENGLISH-SPEAKING  
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Concordia University 
7141 Sherbrooke St. W., CC-219 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H4B 1R6

514-848-2424, x4315 
quescren@concordia.ca
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