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* The Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance
(CSLP)

o Based at Concordia University for 30 years
o Conducts research on teaching and learning
o Develops digital tools to support learning




. Youth Literacy in Canada & Quebec

 The good news
o According to PISA 2015 scores, Canada does well in reading:
= Canadian score of 527 was better than the 500 average
= Comparable to Hong Kong-China, Finland, Ireland
o Quebec score (532) was above the Canadian score (527)
* The not-so-good news

o Canadian PISA reading scores have dropped between 2000
(534) and 2015 (527)

o In Quebec, there is a gap in reading scores between
anglophone and francophone school systems:

= Anglophone (523) vs. Francophone (533)
o Girls outperform boys by 26 points




. What Does This Mean?

According to the Programme for the International Assessment of
Adult Competencies (PIAAQ):

« 16.4% of Canadian adults score at or below Level 1 Literacy
« Only 31.9% achieve Level 2

Almost half (48.3%) of all Canadians don’t have the literacy skills
necessary to function and thrive in today's economy.




lr Learning TemlKit ENIFR

(EVEAKL




B ABRACADABRA Is...

Evidence-Based: Draws on best available
research (National Reading Panel)

Evidence-Proven: Tested over many years
with different populations

Balanced: Activities address skill acquisition
In key literacy areas

Flexible: No required path, customizable for
particular individual needs (classroom, lab,
at home)
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Il ABRACADABRA Is...
 Differentiated: Multiple levels and embedded
support to scaffold learning

» Free of Charge: Available at no cost through
school board servers

» Highly-Interactive & Engaging: Children
enjoy using it!
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. A Balanced Literacy Approach

Activities build skills in
four key areas:

Alphabetics
Fluency

Comprehension
Writing
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B ABRA Includes:

Acti_vities

Sounds Letters Readi Understandin Writin
| EE and Words e the Story C S

Folk ‘and Fairy Poetry Fiction
Talas

Books

Non Flctlon

Choose from skill type OR story

Four Main Skills:
v Alphabetics, Fluency, Comprehension and Writing

v 36 Activities
Digital Stories:
v' 17 Stories




. Alphabetics Developmen d
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. Fluency Development d?

"Who me? I'm way too small.
Wait for my brother who is
much bigger."

thirsty  biggest
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Bl Access to Digital Books
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Once upon a time, Little Red i‘f
Hen lived on a farm with a 6
dog, a pig and a cow. : “ﬁ .
< One day, Little Red Hen found
2% a grain of wheat.
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. Comprehension Developme

then go to the
next page




. Writing Developmen




. Multiple Points of Entry

Choose your level

" Lower Case ]
0 Upper Case ]
-—‘ Lower Case Challenge]




. Built-In Scaffolding and Support

Tool provides visual and audio
support




. ABRA Evidence...

 Girls and boys improve equally

« ABRA effects last over time

 Large effects for students who are struggling
« Improvements transfer to other subject areas

 Effective in a wide range of learners (Autism
Spectrum Disorder, low SES, different countries and
cultures)

« Very high efficiency--very low cost implementation




. Support for Struggling Students

« Remedial activities available (pre-
alphabetics)

 Activities can be repeated as often as
needed

« Feedback non-threatening

» Teacher can view student progress
(assessment feature)
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. Teacher Assessment Feature

« Whole class and Individual student views

Teacher Assessment

Choose a class:

| HOMEROOM AA v

Choose a date range: 01-01-2018 / 02-15-2018

Choose a report type:

Class Portrait Student Portrait




. Teacher Assessment Feature

 Quick identification of struggling students

Class Portrait

munﬁ—zma ! 02-15-2018

100 mins g ™

Sounds, Letters and Words

Q Matching Sounds ¥

Time Spent Choose the level(s)
Times Accessed
Average Time/Access Alllevels A4

Overall Statistics Total

Correct on first try 123 259,

Incomplete
Correct on second attempt 321

Help provided by the tool 75% Complete

Incorrect 456

Error Report <

Doe, Jane W 1.

Mous, Anony W'
Smith, John 4* | Go to Profile |

Level Date Correct Ans Student Ans

2 02/15/2018 Wave Cat

1 02/15/2018 Snoring Jackhammer

1 02/13/2018 Bell River

[Name here] W
[Name here] W
v

[Name here]




Teacher Assessment Feature

« Overview of student progress through

activities

Student Portrait

v [ 01152018 1 0215201 | [EEEIN )

28

Sounds, Letters and Words 40 mins

Click on the activity to see more details

Pre-Alphabetics
Alphabet Song

|

£ Letter Bingo
=

Phonemic Awareness

Auditory Blendin
> s

Matching Setmdsi.
Q
iSyHable Counting

Phonics

&

Basic Decoding

|

. Word Counting

* E

Letter Sound Search

r—‘ Animated Alphabet

g Auditory Segmenting ’ Blending Train
‘ Rhyme Matching

Same Phoneme

Q

~» Same Word g Word Changing
s |

% Word Families

% Word Matching

Note: The st s listed here are general Some aclivities mav belong (o multiple categories in Oracli




. Teacher Assessment Feature

« Detailed information for individual activities

. Student Portrait

Start Over Doe, Jane

#F 30mins -

Reading

- Accuracy ¥

Time Spent 1 / 10 minutes average
Number of Sessions /5 average
Completed Activity / 2times average
Stories Read # Times

Little Red Hen 7

Henny Penny &

Feelings 1

12 3 » See all

Words Clicked On <k

Story Page Word They Needed Help With
Little Red Hen 9 wheat

Little Red Hen 3 nothing

Feelings 7 phone

Feelings 1 real

Henny Penny 1 beautiful




. Teacher Assessment Feature

* Available for January 2019

 Offers remediation tips (classroom
activities)

 Suggestions for using related activities to
reinforce skill development
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. Teacher Resources

"‘B‘\ C SABRAY Activities Stories Using ABRA Videos Resources
e

Activities

Children need explicit, systematic instruction and repeated practice of literacy skills in four broad areas: alphabetics (phonemic awareness), fluency, comprehension,
and writing. The ABRACADABRA activities provide opportunities for children to develop and practice these skills, in a playful and engaging way.

Sounds, Letters, and Words (Alphabetics) present various new ways to explore, discover and play with sounds.
Students will find a variety of texts that help them to practice all elements of Reading (Fluency).
Small group discussions are encouraged in several Understanding the Story (Comprehension) activities, which also reinforce students’ understanding of the story.

Lastly, students will be able to practice their spelling in two Writing (Typing) activities.

Sounds, Letters, and Words Reading (Fluency) Understanding the Story Writing (Typing)
(Alphabetics) (Comprehension)




. Parent Resources

.@‘\ C A BR/AN Activities Stories Using ABRA Videos Resources
i

ABRACADABRA

A collection of resources to support your children’s
early literacy skills and use of ABRACADABRA.

ABRACADABRA, A Balanced Reading Approach for
Children Always Designed to Achieve Best Results
for All, is a highly interactive, early literacy web-
based tool that supports beginning readers through
33 engaging activities linked to 20 stories of
different kinds.

In this Parent Module, you will find informaticon
about ABRACADABRA (ABRA) and how it supports
early literacy skills. You will discover practical and
fun tips for helping your child develop those skills
and avoid anxiety.




Q& A




. LTK+ Access Information

* Promo site: http://www.concordia.ca/ltk
« Demo site: http://grover.concordia.ca/demos/Itk/public

° Username: meg 'p' Learning TeslKit ERliiFR
OR

« Username:; teacher
« Password: 123



http://www.concordia.ca/ltk
http://grover.concordia.ca/demos/ltk/public
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For more information, contact:

Liz Warwick, Lead Instructional Designer
(514) 848-2424, x.5923
elizabeth.warwick@concordia.ca
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