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Youth Literacy in Canada & Quebec

• The good news

o According to PISA 2015 scores, Canada does well in reading:

▪ Canadian score of 527 was better than the 500 average

▪ Comparable to Hong Kong-China, Finland, Ireland

o Quebec score (532) was above the Canadian score (527) 

• The not-so-good news

o Canadian PISA reading scores have dropped between 2000 

(534) and 2015 (527)

o In Quebec, there is a gap in reading scores between 

anglophone and francophone school systems:

▪ Anglophone (523) vs. Francophone (533)

o Girls outperform boys by 26 points



What Does This Mean?

According to the Programme for the International Assessment of 

Adult Competencies (PIAAC):

• 16.4% of Canadian adults score at or below Level 1 Literacy

• Only 31.9% achieve Level 2

Almost half (48.3%) of all Canadians don’t have the literacy skills 

necessary to function and thrive in today’s economy. 





ABRACADABRA Is…

• Evidence-Based: Draws on best available 
research (National Reading Panel)

• Evidence-Proven: Tested over many years 
with different populations

• Balanced: Activities address skill acquisition 
in key literacy areas

• Flexible: No required path, customizable for 
particular individual needs (classroom, lab, 
at home)



ABRACADABRA Is…

• Differentiated: Multiple levels and embedded 
support to scaffold learning

• Free of Charge: Available at no cost through 
school board servers

• Highly-Interactive & Engaging: Children 
enjoy using it!



A Balanced Literacy Approach

Activities build skills in 

four key areas:

• Alphabetics

• Fluency

• Comprehension

• Writing



Choose from skill type OR story 

Four Main Skills: 
✓ Alphabetics, Fluency, Comprehension and Writing

✓ 36 Activities

Digital Stories: 
✓ 17 Stories

ABRA Includes:



Alphabetics Development 



Fluency Development



Access to Digital Books



Comprehension Development



Writing Development



Multiple Points of Entry



Tool provides visual and audio 

support

Built-In Scaffolding and Support



ABRA Evidence…

• Girls and boys improve equally

• ABRA effects last over time

• Large effects for students who are struggling

• Improvements transfer to other subject areas

• Effective in a wide range of learners (Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, low SES, different countries and 

cultures)

• Very high efficiency--very low cost implementation



Support for Struggling Students

• Remedial activities available (pre-

alphabetics)

• Activities can be repeated as often as 

needed

• Feedback non-threatening

• Teacher can view student progress 

(assessment feature)



Teacher Assessment Feature

• Whole class and Individual student views



Teacher Assessment Feature

• Quick identification of struggling students



Teacher Assessment Feature

• Overview of student progress through 

activities



Teacher Assessment Feature

• Detailed information for individual activities



Teacher Assessment Feature

• Available for January 2019

• Offers remediation tips (classroom 

activities)

• Suggestions for using related activities to 

reinforce skill development



Teacher Resources



Parent Resources



Q & A



LTK+ Access Information

• Promo site: http://www.concordia.ca/ltk

• Demo site: http://grover.concordia.ca/demos/ltk/public

• Username: meg

OR

• Username: teacher

• Password: 123

http://www.concordia.ca/ltk
http://grover.concordia.ca/demos/ltk/public
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