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llome join us again at Parc Lagny on the waterfiont atLac des Sables to celebrate Canada Day on

I Jdy First. Because it is a Monday, we are hoping you will make a special effort, but we can assure

\-/you that the last event, the fireworks, will be launched by 10:00 PM so the kids (and the working
parents) can get to bed at a reasonable hour. Activities are planned to entertain the whole family with
performances by clowns, acrobats, magicians, musicians and dancers starting at 4:00. Don't fcrrget also
that Rdnovation Ste-Agathe is offering a discount to anyone who orders a floating dock and is willing to
wait for delivery until after Canada Day so that we can use it for our events. R6al Latreille and the team at

R6novation Ste-Agathe were a great help to us last year, lending us four docks for the event, including
delivery and retrieval, all without cost.

Good news! Tlhe town of Ste-Agathe-des-Monls hqs taken on lhe responsibility of ou'nership of rhe old
railroad slation. It will be renoyated and lea.sed out in part to small commercial tenants who can oJfer

servicds to people using the Linear Park as a bicycle path in summer and sh-doo trail in winter. This is
the culminatioir of'len years of work and lobbying on the part of a small group of anxious and inlerested
people who include, among others, readers o/'this newsletter.

Work has begun on the study of the architectural history of Ste. Agathe. The Heritage Committee was

involved in selecting the frm, and I was impressed by how rapidly the professional historians identified
the different threads woven into the fabric of Ste. Agathe. The objective of this study is to answer
questions about the history of Ste. Agathe, in particular the age and elements of its architecture. The first
gem they brought to our attention was a report in the Montreal newspaper, La Minerve, which in the
snmmer of 1872 reported that several competent witresses had observed a strange beast swimming in l-ac
des Sables. The beast caused a lot of turbulence and was sighted twice. It had "a head like a horse. and its
feet resembled those of a stove," according to the eye-witnesses. Once the study is complete, we will
have an invaluable tool to aid in the heritage restoration of our area.

|'he Merlical l;oundalion funtt raisers trish to (xpres.\ their .sincere gratitucle for the many conlributions
that have comefrom lhe me:mbers of the English-speaking community. In lhis time of cutbacks artd oither
problems, every bit of involvement and support goes a long way. '['he recognilion that the English
community cares about lhe hospital brings benefits in senices available b all of'tts, .full-time and
re c reat ional res ide n ls.

Various lake associations are holding regattas again this surrmer, as they do every year. lt would be

exciting to see some kind of invitational' organised on Lac des Sables to see which lake association
really has the 'best' team. The town of Ste. Agathe has organised a recreational committee for events to
be held around Lac des Sables. They seern t6 be looking for ideas. tf a few tealns can be rnustered, we
would be happy to approach the town and see if they are interested.

Thank you to our nruny reatler.s trho tttnfirnrctl that lltt,1' ctre intlcetl raa(linN lltis tt('$sl(tler. Yttttr
response, including letlers, phone calls,.laxes and e-mail, has been very gratil-ying lo Sheila and nte. Y<tu

are holding in your hancls our'ntelfih issue, eoc:h of v,hic'h v,as cntirelt, proiluced h.,- trs (ttxcept .;t'br the

printing). We v,rile, edit, /old, sluff,' seal, sorl ancl moil them ourselres. lf tou tt'ish b keep receiving lhe
Ilallyhoo, .just lel us knott,. LVe y,ill glatttl, keep yon on the lisl. l;or /hose of'.1'orr vh,t hot't' olrt'od1'
responded, v,e've put an a,sterisk by your nante on the enyelope

oncastet allyhoo

(8 19) 326-4963



4 t/g/udQ/,l/ N ulte4 M uh,t ?
f f /hile the lroquois and the Algonquin negotiated with the Sulpicians in the Lake of Two \lountarns

tA/ area events were unfolding elsewhere. With the loss of the 13 colonies, Montreal took on major

Y V .trutlgi" importance to the-g.itish. Trading companies were setting up and Loyalists were arriving in

the former Frenc-h colony. Abandoned by France, alt its structures and special interest groups were scrambling to

sgrvive and adapt to life under British colonial control. By the beginning of the 1800's it became evident that

westward development was not French. The seigneurial system began to grow in upon itself, collapsing under its

own weight. Peasants could not simply continue to divide their fields among their sons, and this resulted in a
large, landless labour pool. The government was made up'of an elected Assembly as well as the British-

appointed Govemor, who named a Coturcil. Inevitably the Assembly became dominated by the seigneurs, and

the Council, by colonial business and development interests, and, as inevitably, one.was predominantly French

and the other predominantly English.

By the 1820's Montreal was receiving rural emigrants along with increasing numbers of immigrants trom war-

torn Europe. Napoleon had heen defeated and all the European str-uctures were being ehallenged by the new

inclustrial era. Ther* were no proper acconrmodations f,or these people and in the early 1830's an epidernic of
cholera br.nke out. During the course of the epidemic 6.000 people died. Radicals biamed the British for the

epidemic and xenophobia took hold among thc Fncnch.

To complicate maners. a power struggle behryeen thc Assembly rund the Council pitted the seigneurs against

busiless interests.'l-he Assembly was working ro rulc. lecl by [.ouis Joseph Papineau. Seigneur of Perite \ation.

Serge Laurin, in his book Histoire des Laurentides, points out that Papineau and his allies were very effective at

direiting the people's anger against the English and the business class and deflecting attention frorn the abuses of
the seigneurs. By 18-17 they could not atoid criticisrn of the seigneurial s1'stern. aad made ever\'' promise

irnaginable tc keep their constitueney on side. "J'ai as,sisti d presque toutes les assemhldes oit l'on nous disoit

que nous cambafiions pour nolre religttt;t. pour nolrc palrie, el bien de.s fbi.s nos c'he./i naus di.soiertl pour nous

encouroger que si nous rempt)rtrons ls vii'tclre les dirnes el les renles seigneuriales .seraient abolies ainsi que.

toties !e,s taxe,\ el que neu:; parugeriott.s !t' hien de.v rit'he.s et le.i terres des lttl'aur." (p193. Hd[., excerpted

from La r6bellion de 1 83 7 i St-Eustache, by C . A. Globenslq ). -fhey had drafted the '92 resolutions' and by the

autumn of that year public fiustration resulted in several upnsings. 'fhe tloops were called in, and by the trrne

the dust had settled, o.;cr j50 per:ple had lost their lives. Papineau fled to the tJnited States. aecompanied,

according to some accoufits, by a large, boistrous lumhrerinan, lvho tiecame the Paul Bunyon of American

mythology. r

A lawyer nalned Augusrin Norberr lvlonn. the author ol'the 92 resolutions- \ as the real. thougrh rlnsung- hero of
this epoch. I{e amved with Papineau at St. Charles in the middle of the battle to try to talk the peasants out of
taking up arms. He was arrested in the confusion and sent to ptison for a shorl tirne. He was not a seigneul'. and,

in later years, he succeeded in abolishing the seigneurial systern. He was one of the founders of Laval

Uriiversity, its first Dean of Law, a minister in the united Czmadian govetnment of Lafontaine-Baldwin from

1851 to 1854 and he was the founder of the newspaper La Minele. He became a judge of the superior court in

1855.

Dunng this same period, probably in an attempt to develop new'aE'icultural regions for the displaced habitant

famers, he set up experirnental potato farms in Ste. Adele. The parish itself. founded by hirn in 1852,

commemorates his wife, Adele Rayrnond, as does, perhaps, [,ac Raynond. His natne lives on in the township of
Morin. Val Vorin. Vorin Herghts. the St. Norberr Parish in Vai \4onn as well as Lac Vorin. or N{anilou. as it is

known today. It is sad that this remarkable Canadi:rn rurd [-aurentian pioneer has slipped between the

charisrnatic figures of Louis Joseph Paptneau antl Cure Antoine l-abelle.



WHAT'S ITWORTH?
or

A]{ AFFAIR OF THE FIEART

f! ome years ago I dropped in to see an

\. elderlv sentleman who wanted to sell his

LJ cottagr." Eotto*irg his instructions, I
arrived at the end of a long road, and there,

separated from the world beyond a thick hedge,

was a rundown cottage nestled neatly on the near

side of a treed lawn. The lawn followed a

shimmering rvaterfront beach as together they
,Jisappeared into the woods and around the corner

of the lake. It was an idyllic setting, even if the

house drd look a little rough.

The owner greeted me and'showed me through

the piaoe with great pride. There was a lot to
criticize in the house, but there were three

bedrooms and a functional kitchen and bathroom.

We discussed the value and the price, rarely the

same figure, and then he showed rne his survey

plan.

The property was broken up into two waterfront
lots and three lots on the other side of the road.

Each one ivas signiticantly substandard, but ail
taken together, he had most of an acre of land.

"I've got 5 lots," he told me. "That makes it worth
a lot more money. i could sell these separately." I
could imagine the major asset of the property. its

privacy, being carved into five. I expressed my

ieservations and he told me he'd get back to fne.

Some weeks later, having heard nothing despite a

cor"rple of calls, I decided to wander over and see

how he was doing. When I arrived I found instead

a young couptre who happily told me they had

rented the house tbr the summer. They were

delighted with their find and extolled its privacy.

explaining how many inconveniences they would

put up with for just such an intimate place. We

exchanged pleasantries and I left them my card. I
concluded that the owner had decided not to sell

and put it out of my mind.

The next weekend I received a call from the

tenants. They asked me if I could drop in. When I
arrived, to my shock and horror there was a
gigantic silver and red trailer parked on the lawn

beside the house, I thought the tenants had

brought it there, but when they came out of the

house, their faces told the whole story. The old
gentleman was putterin! around, hooking up the

beast. "Is he allowed to do that?" the tenants

asked me. "What can we do?" There was really

nothing much to be done. I could imagine three

other trailers across the road by summer's end.

A country property is best conceived as an affair

'of the heart. Its highest value will result from the

pieasure you take in using it, not in some scheme

to exploit it. The Laurentians is a recreational

playground of great beauty that can offer

sornething for a wide variety of .tastes. it is a

place where thousands of families come to relax

and play together, winter and summer. It has

lakes, ski-hills, trails, gardens, restaurants and

much illore. Shifting the paradigm to the

perspective of the developer, though, it is a

graveyard of failed projects. Surveyor's offices

and municipal registries are full of plans and

subdivisions that should never have been done'

Curiously, many people have sold their country

cottages a.nd done very well. They have

discovered that highest and best use on the

market is the same one they enjoyed. 'fhev have

simply sold that which gave them pleasure'
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Despite the low interest rates, the total volume of sales has dropped to the lowest of any quarter since we

started recording. While avemge sales are somewhat higher, the sample is so small that it is hard to draw

ahy conclusions frorn this. The low interest rates, the CMHC 95o/o frnancing for the first-time buyer and

the RAP are all market stimulants whose effect on the number and size of sales should be more evident in
the next quarter, traditionally the time that people buy their first homes. The last two are artificial
stimulants. The RAP is a programme whereby first-time buyers can use their RRSP to purchase a house.

Our sample covers the entire municipalities of Ste-Agathe-des-Monts and Ste-Agathe-Nord in order to

have a balanced overview of both the primary and recreational sales.

If you would like back issues of the Doncaster Ballyhoo, gne us or call or &op b1.. We will happilJ'add the names of your friends or
neighbours to our list ifthey rvould like to rc'ceive thcir o!\n ool\. Please let us knou ifyou changc your address. I{aving an accurate
mailing list helps us keep 6ur costs land rvastc) donn.

Mernber of the Royai LePage Referral Network
iNot inicndcd to solictt propcrtios curretrth. Irsted lirr saic)
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chanFrFd ,cal estate broke'

150 Principale
Ste-Agathe-des-Monts, QC
Canada J8C 1K3

Fax: (819) 326-8529
Tel: (819) 326-4963

e-mail: 1617 1.1725 @, compuserve.com

Owned and operated by:
Joe Graham
chartered rcal cstate agent

Sheila Eskenazi
alfilialc,d rcal cstatc agcnt

Sales associate:
G6rard Provost
chartcrcd rcill cstatc agcnt
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