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- Petition rejected by Ottawa

Our plans go forward: Z ;

there’'s a Leadership Conference In a telegram to the Quebec Association of Protestant We regret those provisions of the Official Language Act of

coming-up in October, and the first | School Boards (QAPSB), Prime Minister Trudeau informed its  Quebec which are not consistent with contemporary trends

regional conference takes place in president, K. Douglas Sheldrick, that his government does toward the expansion of linguistic rights in Canada and which

the Gaspé this September ... p.3 not intend to act upon the QAPSB petition requesting either a restrict the freedom of parents to choose the language of
reference case to the Supreme Court of Canada and/or disal- eudcation for their children.” But, aithough the scope and
lowance of the Official Language Act of Quebec, Bill 22. meaning of some sections of Bill 22 are unclear, the Prime

French at the Elementa:jy The Prime Minister stated that “although the government Mimister added, “it appears that the Act is generally within

Level: is not in accord with some of the principles embodied in the the legislative authority accorded by the B.M.A. Act to the

a major British réport provides | Aqt, it would not be appropriate in this case to pursue the Province of Quebec.”

unexpected findings with relevance course ¢ ¢ action requested in the Petition..... For reactions and comment, see page 4.
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Editorial Comments

Mr. Trudeau: it is not opportune in this case....

These are sad days for those of us who believe that the genius of the Fa-
thers of Confederation was their concern for minority rights. That was why they
chose a federal system, and entrusted matters of language, custom, and religion
to provincial jurisdiction, so that the French minority, being a permanent majo-
rity in Quebec, could control and preserve its culture. The English in Quebec, on
the other hand, while part of a majority in Canada, are a permanent minority in
Quebec. Sections 93 and 133 of the BNA Act were to provide them with the
means to control, preserve, and renew their culture.

Now 108 years after the passage of the BNA Act, the Federal €abinet
(which has massive representation from French Quebec, Trudeau, Marchand,
Pelletier, Lalonde, Chrétien, Ouillet, and Sauvé) has applied a narrow interpre-
tation to Section 93, an interpretation that was first articulated in the studies for
Quebec’s Gendron Commission in the 1970’s. Those studies were heavily de-
pendant on European scholars, and, totally ignored, as Professor Frank Scoft
has pointed out, the legislation of 1860 and 1861 that was implicitly incorporated
into Section 93 of the BNA Act.

We are not surprised by the Cabinet’s rejection of the Bill 22 petition. Why
not take the easy path of political expediency when there is no effective oppo-
sition, in government or without, to spur the cabinet on to protect minority rights
within Quebec? _ g

In Parliament we have an opposition that is confused and virtuaily leader-
less, that cannot identify or articulate the cultural aggression and injustices its
members can see and read about just across the Ottawa River; we have a news-
paper media that can muckrake about purported budget leaks concerning
power boat engines, but cannot penetrate double-talk that shields the enormous
rip-off on federal grants for bilingualism.

Why should the Federal Cabinet then disturb its political equilibrium for

“rights for the Quebec English when the opposition and media are so helpless?

The moral: we have to carry on the fight for cultural survival and renewal,
if necessary, alone.

The hope: that the politicians, mortality rate is 100% at the next election.

- W.P.

Thy Will be Done

It is safe to say that, except for those who have benefitted from his educa-
tional bequests, the name of Frank Carrol was unfamiliar to most Quebeckers.
Unfamiliar, that is, until July of last year, when the National Assembly, in a fit of
petty cultural peevishness, reversed the intent of Mr. Carrol’s will.

~. Frank Carrol, a well-to-do Quebec newspaper owner, died in 1940. His will
provided that, following the deaths of his wife and his sister, 90% of his re-
maining estate would go to Protestant boys from the City and County of Quebec
and the County of Gaspé; the remaining 10% was meant for scholarships for
Catholic boys.

But in 1974 the National Assembly passed Bill 104, changing the intent of
Mr. Carrol’s will. The scholarships became available to students “irrespective of
religious, ethnic, and sex criteria imposed by the will.” This may sound very li-
beralizing, but what it in reality does, is cut off educational funds from a parti-
cular English group for whom the late Mr. Carrol had designated them, and dis-
burse the money throughout the province, where a population balance of four
francophones to one anglophone wil' not further Mr. Carrol’s intent.

The Bill gives no reasons for changing the will, merely saying, “It is Expe-
dient....... ” It was rumoured that there were not enough Protestant boys in the
Quebec city area and Gaspé. Yet a comparison between the population at the
last census before Mr. Carrol's death and the 1961 census (the last census
when figures showing mother tongue were required) showed only a couple of
thousand anglophones less in that area.

And if it is “expedient” to change Frank Carrol’s will, how many other wills
may not also undergo this “expediency’, if the National Assembly so decides?

W.P.
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CARTOON OF THE MONTH

The Right Honorable
PIERRE ELLIOT TRUDEAU
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compiled by Joan Mansfield

At the June 14th Board of Directors’
Meeting at Hudson High School there
were 23 persons present. members of
the Executive Committee, Area Repre-
sentatives, Committee Chairmen and a
guest.

Sheldon Phaneuf of PAPT reported on
PAPT's priorities as contract negotiations
begin: a reduced workload for both ele-
mentary and high schoo! teachers, and
improvements in salaries to meet the
cost of living. Board members queried
the effects of changes in workload on the
children in the schools if other conditions
remain the same, and asked for PAPT
study of the adverse effects of salary
parity in small communities lacking fi-
nancial and social resources to attract
and keep good teachers. Mr. Phaneuf
explained PAPT's association with CEQ
in provincial-level negotiations as a need
to stand alongside the majority when
common concerns are negotiated.

The Provincial Grant was reported re-
ceived and hope expressed that further
funds will be forthcoming this summer in
the form of working capital.

A Meeting with Claude Beauregard,
Dept. of Education, on May 23rd was
reported. The Federal bilingualism grants
accepted by Quebec for minority lan-
guage schools go. into the consolidated
revenue fund for allocation by the Na-
tional Assembly, and not tg school
boards.

" Also discussed was the Bill 22 requi-

rement that boards apply for permission
to reduce or increase English instruction.
it'was agreed that vigilance by H & S at
school board meetings was needed.

Appointments for 1975-76 were ap-
proved: an advisory board for the H & S
News; Ruth Pidduck, chairman of the Fall
Leadership conference; Janet Goldberg,
chairman of the CEGEP Committee;
Lyman Roberts, chairman of a Parents’
Committee-QFHSA Liaison Committee.

Committee Reports (dealt with the
AGM, the location of the '76 Convention;
Membership (Sylvia Adams); Resolutiens
(Joan Riches); the Green Paper on Im-
migration and recommendations of the
Study Committee on Teacher Classifi-
cation (Bill Clinton).

Area Reports were heard from Diane
Le Gresley (Gaspé), Lyman Roberts (St.
Lambert), Donna Sauriol (Montreal
Central), Kay Darby (Baie Comeau),
Margaret Brierley (LaSalle), and Charlie
Barnes (Seven Islands).

QFHSA delegates Fay Richardson and
Gordon Perry reported on the Canadian
Home & School Parent-Teacher Federa-
tion Annual Meeting in Moncton in May.

During the meeting, President Betty
O’'Connell presented Past President John _
Goodchild with a glass decanter in reco-
gnition of his work for children and QF-
HSA. :

A sandwich lunch was prepared and
served at midday by thg Hudson Home
& School Associgtion in the schoot libra-

ry.
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GASPE REGIONAL CONFERENCE PLANNED

FOR SEPTEMBER

in the remoter areas of Quebec there
are few Home & Schoolers, apart from
delegates to conferences, who are able
to benefit from the regular QFHSA con-
ferences. This has been a concern to
Diane Le Gresley, the Gaspé Area Re-
presentative to the QFHSA Board of
Directors. Consequently, the initiative
has been taken to hold the first QFHSA
Gaspé Regional Conference on Septem-
ber 19th and 20th in New Carlisle. A Dis-
trict Committee has been organized with
representatives from the New Richmond
and New Carlisle Home & School Asso-
ciations, the support of the Gaspé
boards, and Mrs. LeGresley. QFHSA
Executive Vice-President Fay Richardson
is the conference coordinator from the

Montreal base. ;

At the time of going to press not all of
the workshop plans for the Gaspe con-
ference have been completed, but among
the workshops to be presented will be
ones on the Commel Report, Measure-
ment and - Evaluation, and Leadership.
Dr. Ronal Tali of the McGill Department
of Education, whose special interest is
the Commel Report on rural schooling,
and Mr. Gavin Turley, Executive Director
of the Westmount YMCA, whose studies
have centred on leadership and com-
munity resources, will accompany mem-
bers of the QFHSA Executive Committee
and the Board of Directors on this first
regional conference in the Gaspé.

What’s Your Leadership Profile?

The 1975 Annual Leadership Conference, Oct. 17 & 18.

What's your leadership profile? This, and other questions on leadership will be
answersad for you at the Annual QFHSA Leadership Conference to be held at West-
mount High School, 4350 St. Catherine St.West, Montreal, on Friday evening, Oc-

tober 17, and Saturday, October 18.

Come one, come all — the Conference is open to all Home & School mem-

bers, not just to executive.

Ruth Pidduck
Chairman, 1975 Leadership Conference

According to Ruth Pidduck, QFHSA
Chairman of the 1975 Leadership Con-
ference, this year's Conference promises
to be one of the most stimulating and
interesting yet. Friday evening’'s Leader-
ship Workshop will be led by Mr. Gavin
Turley, a graduate of Sir George Williams
University in Applied Social Science and
Community Sciences and Executive Di-
rector of the Westmount YMCA. All par-
ticipants on Friday night will be asked to
fill in a Task-People Leadership Ques-
tionnaire, which will define the leader-
ship profile of the individual, i.e. “auto-
cratic,” ‘“shared,” or ‘“laissez-faire.”

. Then role-playing will be undertaken; the
group will be split in two, with one group
acting out different roles,for example,
‘task roles' — Group building, mainte-
nance — or individual (non-functional
roles), while the other half act as obser-
vers to determine the number and types
of intervention.

Does the group you are in incline
toward a task-centred or people-centred
orientation? What 1S your leadership
profile?

“This kind of workshop elicited very
favorable response from those attending
our follow-up conference in 1974,” says
Mrs. Pidduck, “and | expect our mem-
bers this time will be equally pleased and
enlightened.”

On Saturday the leadership conference
will recommence at 9:15 A.M. with regis-
tration, coffee, and a series of workshops
and speakers designed to stimulate, in-
form, and serve all the members of a lo-
cal Home & School.

In the following weeks more informa-
tion will be in the mail to association
presidents.

In the meantime, KEEP THE DATES
OPEN AND PLAN TO ATTEND THE
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, OCTOBER
17 and 18.

1455 Rochon St,

CRIPPLED CHILDREN NEED OUR HELP!

Support the Tag Day of the Society for Crippled Children

SEPTEMBER 20, 1975

Last year 21 Home & School Associations sent out 16,000 canvassers and
raised almost $7,000 dollars for crippled children.

Is Your Home & School Association helping this year?
For Advise or Information, contact Mrs. Freda Edelson,
at The Society for Crippled Children,

St. Laurent, Monfreal. H4L 1W1. (Tel.) 748-8816

President’s message

Dear Members,

The summer vacation is over and |
trust it was a very enjoyable one for all of
you. As for QFHSA there was no closed
door again this summer.

“Operation Re-organization” has been
underway since mid-summer. This gen-
eral re-organization of the office has
been long overdue and is essential in
carrying out our objectives effectively
for '75-76 and the years td6 come.

Our plans for this year’'s work are well
ahead of other years’ and they include
this issue of the NEWS to be in your
hands the first week of school.

| would like to draw to your attention
the synopsis of an article on Education
from Quest magazine. This and other re-
cent articles in the press would indicate
that our concern about the quality of
education our children are receiving is
shared by many. The following quote —
““a significant number of university fresh-
men lack basic mathematical skills, are
functionally illiterate, or have a limited
breadth of knowledge” — is from a re-
cent report by the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce, which reflects the views of

by Elizabeth Q'Conpell.

experienced senior educators from
across Canada. Accordingly, | believe
this report will serve as a credible input
into our own study of the situation.

Other  new studies are constantly
arising. Correspondence from M. Pierre
Martin, the Deputy Minister of Education,
informed us of three more studies the
Department of Education is engaged in
Physical Education and School Sports,
Education in Disadvantaged Areas, and
Private School Education. | wrote M.
Martin indicating our interest"in sub-
mitting a QFHSA position on these and
this letter subsequently brought an im-
mediate reply from M. Claude Beaure-
garde, Associate Deputy Minister of
Education, expressing his pleasure at
our Federation's interest in these studies
and an invitation to our Federation to
participate fully in them.

We will certainly do so and aiso do alil
the other work of Federation, but WE DO
NEED YOUR HELP. There is this to re-
member about executives and committee
chairmen. Their titles are not decorative
status symbols; they indicate and imply
responsibility for discharging duties.
They do not succeed in doing this alone.
Your executive needs your help if his or
her responsibilities are to be fulfilled suc-
cessfully. For one thing each of you can
help your membership chairman by ren-
ewing your membership in H & S today
and getting one new member. Always
remember that Home & School has a vi-
tal role to play in the education of our
children and this is being recognized
more and more.

THERE ARE
BENEFITS
TO YOU

Medicare — hospitalization insurance plus your company group in-
surance do not always pay the full cost of an accident.

For a very low premium — the student accident insurance plan provides
for blanket coverage for an accident — 365 days a year.

When your child brings home the descriptive brochure — PLEASE
READ IT CAREFULLY & THEN ACT.

Sponsored by

QUEBEC FEDERATION OF HOME AND
SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS

Underwritten by

CNA ASSURANCE COMPANY
2001 University
Montréal, Québec
H3A 2L8

Affiliated with Canadian Premier Life Insurance Company
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| BILL 22 — ONE YEAR AFTER PASSAGE

Rejection of Bill 22 Petition

A MATTER OF THE
GREATEST REGRET

K. Douglas Sheldrick, President of the
Quebec Association of Protestant School
Boards, in a comment released upon the
receipt of the Prime Minister's telegram,
stated that his Association and legal
counsel “do not agree with the Federal
Government’s narrow interpretation of
Section 93 of the B.N'A., Act as con-
tained in the Prime Minister’s telegram.”
As a consequence, ‘‘the question of the
extent of the constitutional guarantee
provided for in Section 93 must be deter-
mined by the courts.”

According to the decision taken at the
QAPSB 1974 Annual Meeting, the school
board association now intends to submit
the case for a declaratory judgment to
the Superior Court of Quebec to deter-
mine the constitutionality of certain sec-
tions of the Official Language Act of Que-
bec (Bill 22) which relate to Education.

As in the case of the QAPSB President,
Elizabeth O’Connell, President of the

Money needed!

QAPSB PLANS

Quebec Federation of Home & School
Associations which was one of the other
nine organization signators to the Bill 22
petition, expressed dismay and sadness
at the government'’s decision. “The mem-
bers of QFHSA,” she said, “have been
depending on the Federal Government
to protect the rights of all the people of
this province. Instead we learn that the
party in power deemed it politically ex-
pedient to do otherwise. We are dis-~
mayed that our Federal government
would see fit to use the children of this
province as a political football. For this
is how we read the Federal Government'’s
inaction on this issue.”

In a resolution passed at the QFHSA'’s
Annual General Meeting in May of this
year the QFHSA delegates had already
gone on record in endorsing their Fede-
ration’s action and in urging it to continue
in its efforts against Bill 22.

FURTHER LEGAL ACTION

Money will be needed to finance fur-
ther legal action against Bill 22, declared
Colonel Sheldrick, in a news letter to the
members of the Quebec Association of

Protestant School Boards. Because the
federal Government has turned down
both requests in the Bill 22 petition, disal-
lowance and a reference case to the

Supreme Court of Canada (which would
have been the most economical method
of testing Bill 22) expensive legal action
is now necessary.

Accordingly, the QAPSB legal counsel
will present a motion for declaratory jud-
gment by the Supreme Court of Quebec
in August.

Money will be needed. Donations, lar-

ge or small, from any source, are re-
quired to finance the legal actions which
will now be necessary.

IF YOU WISH TO HELP,
SUPPORT

The Q.A.P.S.B. Speciatl Action Fund,
P.0O. Box 39, Cote St. Luc Station,
Montreal, H4V 1H8.

Ste Foy Parent Battles Bill 22

Language Restriction

Parents, School Boards, the Depart-
ment of Education, and members of the
Quebec Government, are all watching
for the outcome of the legal action taken
by a Catholic francophone parent against
his school board, the Ste Foy School
Board, for denying his two French-
speaking children entry to an English
language school.

The Ste Foy Board is one board which
has not concerned itself with language
tests for small children whose parents
wish them to enter an English language

school. It bases its decision as to the
child’'s language of instruction solely
upon the ethnic background of the child,
and has decided that French-speaking
children shall not go to an English lan-
guage school.

The outcome of this action, to be de-
cided by a Quebec court, will set an im-
portant precedent for the many similar
cases of language discrimination which
are likely to arise in the course of the
next few years.

CTF OPPOSES BILL 22’s LANGUAGE-OF-
INSTRUCTION ARTICLES.

On July 17 the Canadian Teachers’
Federation (CTF), at its Annual Meeting,
went on record in its opposition to lan-
guage-of-instruction provisions in Que-
bec's Bill 22. The 212,000 member Fede-
ration, including teachers from every Ca-

-

nadian province, voted by a two to one
margin against those provisions of the
Bill which restrict parental right of choice
in the language of their children's ins-
truction.

SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS
. HIGH SCHOOL

* Short a credit or two for-College admission?

* Want to complete a High School or Elementary School Diploma in the
evening?

* Maybe you are just interested in satisfying a thirst for knowledge?

We can provide for your needs.

S.G.W.H.S. offers courses in languages: English, French, German, Spanish
S.G.WH.S. offers courses in mathematics: Modern Algebra-Geometry,
Trigonometry, Functions, etc.

S.GW.H.S. offers courses in the Social Sciences: Psychology, Social
Science, etc., as well as the Pure Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Physics.
Also offered are Art, History, Economics, etc.

Registration:

Starting September 8th, Mondays-to Wednesdays 4:00-7:00 pm.
Thursdays and Fridays during regular office hours.

Courses commence September 29th.

Further information at:
1441 Drummond Street, Room 3-P 3rd fioor
Tel. 879-5928.

SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS
BUSINESS SCHOOL

* Plan for your future now!

If you are a High School graduate or the equivalent and wish to enter
the Secretarial field we can train you in a nine or ten month special DAY
programme.

With our ‘Internship’ programme you will get valuable ‘on the job’
experience.

Earn a Diploma that is in great demand by Industry.

WE MAY STILL BE ABLE TO FIT YOU INTO OUR PROGRAMME. CALL
IMMEDIATELY.

We also offer an EVENING division, providing-courses in Accounting,
Business English, Conversational French, Typewriting and Pitman
Shorthand.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR CLASSES STARTING SEPTEMBER
29th.

CALL:

879-2806 for further information

1441 Drummond Street — 3rd floor — Room 3-0.

For the benefit of west-end residents Typewriting and Shorthand
will also be offered on the Loyola Campus. For information call 482-0320
Loc. 712.
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The Canadian Home & School Annual Meeting

“White Knight in Shining Armour”

Image Rejected

Among the sixty representatives at the
Canadian Home & School Parent-Teach-
er Annual Meeting held in Moncton, New
Brunswick from May-25 to 29, were four
from Quebec Hgme & School: QFHSA
President Betty O'Connell; Executive Vi-
ce-President Fay Richardson; Vice-Pres-
ident Gordon Perry; and Past Treasurer
Calvin Potter. Nine provincial presidents
were in attendance; only Newfoundland
and the Yukon and North-West Territo-
ries were not represented, as they do not
have provincial associations.

Based on the individual reports pre-
sented. delegates passed recommenda-
tions in the field «.f

1) Education:
that guidance counselling be given
eqgually for boys and girls;
that physical education be likewise
funded.
thai textbooks portray men and
women as equals
that locals establish
centres.
that ‘Discovery Group’ programs be
established.

information

2) Satety on: .
that provincial federations maintain
liaison with provincial groups
that locals initiate Baby Sitter and
Safe Bicycling Caurses.
that two News Releases be circulated
to all members.
that locals request artificial respira-
tion instruction in the school curricu-
lum. :

3) Smoking:
that the Smoking and Helath Com-
mittee conduct a follow-up survey in
1976, tive years after the first survey.
Formal Resolutions were passed,
such as the following:

1) Status of Women: Supporting the
recommendations of the Status of
Women report, and the recommen-
dation that text books be adopted

portraying women as well as men in -

diversified roles.

2) Values Clarification: Departments
ot Education encourage formal values
clarification programs in schools.

3) Advertising directed to children:
That all provinces enact legislation
similar to that of Quebec.

4) Educational technology: Support
and encourage use of same. -

5) T.V. Violence: industry pay more
attention to the program material
slotted for children’s viewing time and
that it reduce sex, violence, profanity
in general programming.

6) Legal mood modifying and/or

sleep inducing drugs: Medical/Phar-

maceutical professions limit drugs

and related instruments to dispensary

display and apply restrictive selling
. techniques.

Not passed was a resolution reques-

ting the continuation of Youth allowance
payments until the age of twenty-one.

Other items planned were for the es-
tablishment of “Discovery Groups” by
the CHSPTF President, Dr. Blanche
Bourgeois, and a nation-wide survey for
National by Quebec with the aid of other
provincial associations on the subject:
Bilingual Grants, “Where's the money
going?”

Positive demands for rethinking and
reorganizing the Canadian Home &
School were spearheaded by the Quebec
delegation. It was agreed that the
strength of the Federation lay with its
program of activities. And it seems there
is no shortage to be dealt with on a Na-
tional basis. What was missing was a pro-
gram committee and chairman to get
and keep things moving, plus a publicity
person to disseminate the information
on what’s happening.

Pauline Ashton of the Quebec Home &
School was appointed Publicity Chair-
man for National, and other appointments

" from QFHSA to National include Dr. Cal-

vin Potter, Member of the Board of Trus-
tees; Joan Mansfield, Education Chair-
man, and Betty O’Connell, Advisory Com-
mittee to the National President.

Report from Gordon Perry and Fay
Richardson.

New CEGEP Committee Formed
Committee to
follow up

on Work of
earlier Report

In June the QFHSA Board of Directors
decided to re-form the CEGEP committee
which over a year ago under the chair-
manship of Marvin Kussner produced a
brief on the then state of the CEGEPs
for the Superior Council of Education.
Citing the changes and developments
that have taken place and the many
questions that parents are voicing about
these intermediate colleges, the QFHSA
Board elected Janet Goldberg to chair
the new CEGEP Committee.

Mrs. Goldberg is a Home & Schoaler
with many service achievements in her
Home & School record. A past president
of Mount Royal High Home & School,
she was Programme chairman of the QF-
HSA 1973 Annual General Meeting, a
resource person of invaluable worth, and
recently the parent representative on the
PSBGM Consultative Committee to form
the Alternate School.

Better Communications Planned!

07 {

Janet Goldberg,

QFHSA CEGEP Committee
Chairman

Chairing the CEGEP Committee will
offer many challenges, but will also bring
many rewards to those who serve on it,
she believes. *I invite any Home and
School members who are concerned
about the CEGEPs, and who would be
inteérested in serving on this committee
to communicate with the office and indi-
cate their interest.”

Lyman Roberts to Head Liaison Committeg

At its June meeting, the QFHSA Board
of Directors considered the appointment

Champlain Regional College

OF GENERAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

.the English Language CEGEP
serving the South Shore
communities and

Quebec City Region

CENTRAL A

1257 Queen Blvd. North,
Sherbrooke. Quebec J IH 5N
Tel. (819) 563-6881

INISTRATION OFFICES

ST. LAWRENCE CAMPUS

1145 dean-Dequen Street,
Ste-Foy. Quebec 10, Que GAV 3E3
Tel (418) 656-6921

LENNOXVILLE CAMPUS

Bishop's-Champlain Campus,
Lennoxville. Quebec JOB 120
Tel. (819) 563-6881

ST. LAMBERT-
LONGUEUIL CAMPUS

900 Riverside Drive.
St. Lambert, Quebec J4P 3P2
Tel. (514) 672-7360

of a committee for liaison with Parents’
Committees. The matter was referred to
the Executive Committee to define the
Committee’s function, size, appointment
of chairman, etc, and at a subsequent
executive meeting Lyman Roberts was
appointed Chairman of this new com-
mittee. :

Since the Central Parents’ Committee
of the PSBGM had requested that Home
& School provide an observer at their
meetings, the newly appointed chairman,
with Mrs. Donna Sauriol, a Home &
Schooler in the PSBGM area, attended
the Central Parents’ meeting on June 17.

At the wine and cheese reception fol-
lowing the meeting, Central Parents’
Committee Chairman Max Polak said
that he was delighted that Home &
School is sending an observer to the Cen-
tral Parents’ Committee meetings. “As
a former president of a Home & School
local, | ‘know that we have a lot in com-
mon.” he told the QFHSA representative,
“and it is for that reason we requested
an observer.”

Lyman Roberts assured Mr. Polak that
as Chairman of the Liaison Committee,
he saw his role as helping to keep open
the lines of communication between Ho-
me & School and Parents’ Committees,
“so that as parents and tax payers we
provide the very best facilities available
for our chiidren.”

This initiative of the CPC in asking for
an observer and Home & School res-
ponse in setting up a liaison committee
to provide observers when requested, is
a significant step in cooperation between
two legally constituted organizations
concerned with the educational process
of our children.
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10 Year British Study on Elementary French Teaching

Holds Major Significance for Anglo-Quebec Parents

s :

A major new report, Primary French in the Balance, has come out of Bri-
tain, the result of a ten-year study done by the National Foundation for Educa-
tional Research in England and Wales.

The NFER carried out an in-depth study on the teaching of French in pri-
mary grades from 1964 to 1974. It will be appreciated at once that the Canadian
situation is substantially different from that in Britain since French is an official

language in Canada whereas in England and Wales it is a foreign language. So-
me of the findings of the study, however, should be of lively interest to Home &
School members and indeed to all Anglo-Cuebec parents in view of the general
desire to promote bilingualism. Following is an informpative press release on the

report.

\
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During 1963 arrangements were made
by the British Ministry of Education for a
national experiment in foreign-language
teaching to be carried out in selected pri-
mary schools in England and Wales. The
main purpose of the experiment, known
as the "“Pilot Scheme for the Teaching of
Frenct‘ in Primary Schools”, was to dis-
cover whether it would be both feasible
and educationally desirable to extend the
teaching of a foreign language to pupils
who represented a wider range of age
and ability than those to whom foreign
languages had traditionally been taught.
Under the Pilot Scheme, French was to
be introduced into the primary school
curricuflum on an experimental basis
from September 1964 onwards.

"~ The report (by Dr. Clare Burstall),
which was just released in December,
brings together the findings of the ten-
year project and relates them to other
experimental evidence in second-lan-
guage learning.

The report reveals that:

1. There are no indications of an op-
timum age ‘for learning a foreign lan-
guage. Pupils taught French from the age
of 8 do not show any substantial gains
compared with those who were taught
French from the age of 11. There is no
evidence to suggest that younger chil-
dren are more efficient than older chil-
dren at acquiring foreign language skills.
If anything, the reverse seems to be true.
The sheer amount of time spent learning
a foreign language appears to be the do-
minant factor affecting success, not the
age at which the period of learning
began.

2. On all tests measuring achieve-
ment in French, girls scored significantly
higher than boys. This was true through-
out the primary and secondary stages of
schooling. 5

‘3. There is a close relationship be-
tween the child’'s performance in French
and his socio-economic status. High
mean scores on French tests coincided
with high-status parental occupation and
vice versa.

4. (a) Throughout the primary stage
of the experiment, the pupils in small
rural schools maintained a higher level of
achievement in French than did those in
larger urban schools. (

(b) Furthermore, a follow-up 'study
showed that even after two years in se-
condary. schools, these pupils continued
to achieve significantly higher scores on
French tests than did their classmates
who had formerly attended large primary
schools.

5. The attitude of the head towards
the teaching of primary level French ap-
peared to exert a real influence-on pu-
pils’ level of achievement.

6. Pupils from the South of England
took a significantly more favourable view
of learning French than did those from
the North of England.

7. At the secondary level, both boys
and girls in single-sex schools reached a
higher level of achievement in French
than did pupils of either sex in co-educa-
tional schools.

8. An early experience of success
affects later achievement in French and
attitudes towards learning languages to
a far greater extent than earlier attitudes

=
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affect later behaviour. Absolutely nothing
succeeds like success!

9. The introduction of French into the
primary school curriculum did not exert
any significant influence on children’s
other attainments.

10. At the secondary level, the early
introduction of French tended to exert a
negative effect on the teaching of other
languages in the following ways: (a) by
reinforcing French as the dominant for-
eign language taught in schools; (b) by
increasing the number of pupils who
reached secondary school ailready con-
vinced that further foreign-language
learning was not for them.

11. The most powerful incentive to
learn French from- the pupils’ point of
view is the opportunity to go to France
and meet French people. If pupils are
convinced that they will never go to Fran-
ce they tend to condemn learning French
as a waste of time.

12. Children who actually go to Fran-
ce do reach higher levels of achievement
in French than other pupils; however they
come from more favoured backgrounds
in the main and tend to have better atti-
tudes towards learning French even be-
fore they visit France. =

13. The research findings support the
view that affectionate and outgoing atti-
tudes towards foreign people reach their
peak at about the age of ten and thereaf-
ter become progressively less favoura-
ble.

14. No single teaching method ap-
peared suitable for all pupils. High-achie-
vers preferred the traditional methods
on the whole and low-achievers preferred
the audio-visual approach. However,
they were united in their attitudes
towards certain aspects of learning
French. There was universal dislike of the
repetitious use of tape recorders and
reading aloud in French excited uniform
loathing.

15. Summarizing the results of ten
years' research, Dr. Clare Burstall reach-
es the conclusion that the weight of
evidence has combined with the balance
of opinion to tip the scales against a pos-
sible expansion of the teaching of French
in the primary schools.

The National Foundation for Educa-
tional Research evaluation of the “Pilot
Scheme for the Teaching of French in
Primary Schools” has spanned 1964-
1974, taking the form of a longitudinal
study of 18,000 pupils in three year-
groups or ‘“cohorts” of pupils attending

the 125 primaty, sghogls, taking, payt in

A4S IS

the experiment. The first and third year-
groups were followed through from the
age of 8 to 13 plus and the second from
8 to 16 plus. The experimental sample
was drawn from all the socio-economic
strata normally represented within the
British educational system and in con-
sequence was characterized by a wide
range of ability. Throughout the ten-year
period of the evaluation, the major part of
the fieldwork was concerned with the col-
lection of data relating to the experimen-
tal pupils’ level of achievement in French
and the development of their attitudes
towards learning the language.

The main aims of the evaluation were:
(i) to investigate the long-term develop-
ment of pupils’ attitudes towards foreign-
language learning; (ii) to discover
whether pupils’ levets of achievement in
French are significantly related to their
attitudes towards foreign-language learn-
ing; (iii) to examine the effect -of pupil
variables (such as sex, age, socio-eco-
nomic status, perception of parental
encouragement, employment expecta-
tions, previous learning, history, contact
with France, etc.) on level of achieve-
ment in French and attitude towards
foreign-language learning; (iv) to inves-
tigate whether teachers’ attitudes and
expectations affect the attitudes and
achievement of their pupils; (v) to inves-
tigate whether the early introduction of
French has a significant effect on
achievement in other areas of the pri-
mary school curriculum.

Instruments including tests of achieve-
ment in both spoken and written French,
measures of pupils’ attitudes towards
foreign-language learning and measures
of teachers’ attitudes towards the intro-
duction of French into the primary school
curriculum were carefully devised and
administered; and carefully selected
contro! groups were established to give
maximum validity to the findings.

What do you think? The News invites
your comments on this report. Write to
The News,

QFHSA,
4795 St.Catherine St. West,
Montreal H3Z 1S8

Help increase
N H & S Membership!
Every Member Get a Member!
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From the editor’s desk

BRITISH STUDY BEARS OUT MAJOR CONTENTION OF THE C.E.Q.

It will be remembered that when the
findings of this British (NFER) study were
recently made public, Yvon Charbonneau
and other members of the nationalist,
unilingual C.E.Q. (Centrale de V'Ensei-
gnement du Québec), the major French
teachers’ Union, seized upon its findings
as justification for their stand that the
teaching of English as a second lan-
guage should not be increased in the
French Catholic elemeni‘ary schools. At
the time one was inclined to interpret this
stand as solely in the self-interest of the
teachers.

The British study, however, lends
credence to the professionalism of the
teachers in the CEQ; the results of this
study, taken over a major period of time
in a child’s schooling, and dealing with a

very large number of children, cannot be -

ignored. The study found it of no signi-
ficant benefit that a child begin the study
of a second language (in this instance,
French) at an early age.
Pentfield theory questioned

The study calls into question the weli-
known theory of Wilder Penfield that
children benefit from an early exposure
to language training:

The belief that young children are bet-

A

ter-equipped than older children or
adults to learn foreign languages with
speed and efficiency underlies the re-
cent expansion of foreign-language
teaching at kindergarten and ele-
mentary school level. Much of the im-
petus for the early introduction of fo-
reign-language study can be attributed
to the influence of Wilder Penfield's
work. Penfield has frequently reite-
rated the view that the young child's
brain is uniquely well-adapted for lan-
guage learning and that there is an
‘optimum’ age, during which ‘multiple
languages may be learned perfectly
with little effort and without physiolo-
gical confusion.’ Penfield situates this
‘optimum age’ for language-learning
within the first decade of life, after
which period’a built-in biological clock’
inexorably records the lost educational
opportunity. Further attempts to acqui-
re foreign languages will be crowned
with only modest success. The age of
the learner is thus the most critical
factor in the language-learning pro-
cess: if it is to be successful, foreign-
language learning must take place
between the ages of four and ten, ‘in
accordance . with the demands of

Kindergarten-Primary Association
Queries Concept of
Early French Immersion Classes

“Research of the many immersion
programmes being offered in Quebec is
showing that one year in a Grade VIl
immersion programme produces the sa-

me fluency as three years in the primary:

grades. Immersion programmes in Grade
1V also show the same success rate and
in both cases the psychological and
emotional effects are not nearly as great
(as in lower grades),” according to a
bulletin from the Kindergarten — Pri-
mary Association of Quebec.

“We understand the desirability of bi-
lingualism in Quebec today and highly
endorse the school boards’ goal of fluen-
cy in a second language. Our objection
is with the means by which this goal is
being achieved. We feel the mental and
emotional price for many children in pri-
mary immersion is too great,” the report
continues.

“We recommend that total second
language immersion classes be elimi-
nated in the primary grades,” advises
KPA in a list of five recommendations
they have sent to school boards, union
presidents, PACT, PAPT and the Curri-
culum Council. KPA is a subject associa-
tion of PAPT and PACT and has been
aiding primary teachers since 1895.

They are most concerned about the
effects that the creation of early French
immersion classes are having on the
teaching careers of their members and
on the school careers of many children
enrolled in these programmes.

Aware of research done by Dr. Wilder
Penfield and others in the early acquisi-
tion of second language skills, they agree
with Dr. Penfield’'s basic philosophy but
do..not.agree-with ~current=practices~df
implementing these ideas.

'

KPA ACKNOWLEDGES the initial suc-
cess of the St.Lambert experiment and
the Roslyn School immersion pro-
gramme, commenting that they were well
thought out in advance with teachers and
parents duly consulted. It is since then,
the associaton maintains, that policy in
most boards has been to haphazardly,
create immersion classes without con-
sultation with staff or parents’ com-
mittees.

The PSBGM, says KPA, operates on
the policy that where 25 parents request
an immersion kindergarten, one shall be
created. No regard is given to existing
programmes in the school, time of year,
school budget, staff displacement or the
possible relocation of English (speaking)
children to other schools. The association
deplores this haste and lack of planning.

Research, they say, shows that initial
experiences and impressions in the cri-
tical first year of school in a child’s life
leave indelible imprints which affect
later growth and development. The most
significant area of concern in primary
school, development of language (liste-
ning, speaking, reading, writing), is basic
to all learning and incorporates all as-
pects of development — emotional, in-
tellectual, physical and social.

KPA concludes ‘“that emphasis in
learning from kindergarten to Grade |l|
should be placed on the child’'s whoie
development — not the acquisition of
one subject. Some children are une-
quipped to cope with second-language
immersion and in time become linguis-
tically handicapped in their own lan-
guage. This leads to poor self concept
and '‘a- completely negative attitude
toward fearning.”

brain physiology.’ (p. 120)

The British study then comments that
“although Penfield’'s views have been
extremely influential in stimulating the
move towards the earlier learning of fo-
reign languages, they are based on logi-
cal inference rather than on direct obser-
vation and lack the support of experimen-
tal evidence’; many examples of studies
then are cited which disproved Penfield’s
thesis: for example, “Stern (1963) des-
cribed an experiment in which English
was taught to 40 classes of Swedish ele-
mentary school pupils, aged from seven
to 11, and reported that, although sub-
jective estimates of the younger chil-
dren’'s progress were favorable, ‘a more
careful evaluation... by means of scien-
tific procedures at the end of the experi-
mental period led to the somewhat unex-
pected conclusion that pronunciation as
well as understanding improved more
rapidly the older the pupils were.” And
again: “The general assumption is that
younger children learn to pronounce fo-
reign words with a more native-like ac-
cent than older people. Not only is this
assumption not supported by the test
results but the trend is in a reverse direc-
tion favoring older students” (Olsen and
Samuels, 1972).

Different children, different objectives

Another significant finding which will

CENTRE FOR
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EDUCATION
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be of interest of parents concerned about
the teaching of a second language at an
early age to their children is the failure of
programmes to differentiate French
teaching objectives according to chil-
dren’s differing needs and capabilities:
“It is cruelly naive to cling to the belief
that, by introducing French at an early
age, all children will begin their study
of the language from an equal stand-
point. By the age of eight, some chil-
dren are already highly proficient in
the use of their own language; they
are supported by encouraging par-
ents.... Other children of the same age
are inarticulate, still struggling with the
early stages of learning to read and
write; their parents offer them little
support or encouragement.... It is pa-

tently unrealistic to expect that the
same teaching objectives, except

perhaps during the very early stages
of learning the language, will be
equally appropriate for such children
with such different characteristics.”

For parents who are genuinely con-

cerned about this subject, there is much

food for thought in this 300 page study,

Primary French in the Balance, published

by the NFER Publishing Co., 2 Jennings

Building, Thames Avenue, Windsor.
Berks., England. including postage the

book costs £ 4.10, roughtly $9.50.

concordia
university

Loyola Campus
7270 Sherbrooke St. W.
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Students Speaking-

Adam Kahane a student in the new_ PSBGM Alternat/ve School, writes of a “new method and environment for

achieving educational goals today,

NEW PERSPECTIVES IN EDUCATION — REAL PROGRESS! =

A visit last November from the director
of an innovative school in Connecticut
sparked the idea — that of starting a pro-
gressive public high school in Montreal.
Actually, it wasn't a new idea at all; not
only has .this concept been in the minds
of school commissioners, parents, teach-
ers, and community leaders for several
decades, but without doubt it is not new
for high school students to question se-
riously the principles and methods that
the present schools utilize.

Rarely, some say, has the Protestant
School Board of Greater Montreal
reacted with such insight into the needs
of its constituents. Or perhaps it merely
felt it was time to hop onto the school
board bandwagon with the rest of North
America. The PSBGM not only promptly
created a committee of interested stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and commu-
nity people to create a model for such a
school, it accepted this committee's pro-
posal!

The Alternative High School

That proposal is now the basis for what
is called the Alternative High School, a
new PSBGM school which opens this
September (alternative inasmuch as it
offers an option over the regular high
school). The preamble to this rather me-
morable paper reads as follows:
“The alternative education working
committee wishes to propose that a
small, community based school be es-
tablished in September 1975 for sec-
ondary school students within the
PSBGM system. This school will ac-
cept students from various academic
and social backgrounds who have the
aptitude for self-directed study. Stu-
dents, staff, and parents will benefit
from a co-management administrative
mode! which will prevail in all key de-
cision making.
*  “The school will offer the widest
possible variety of pedagogical metho-
dologies, whether in a classroom

setting or through individual tutoring,
but the main source of learning will
come through the exploration of Indi-
vidual interests by the students with
staff advisory assistance.”

ENROLL
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The -proposal continued for another
ten pages.

Eventually, with much consultation
with other "“alternative” schools and with
board administrators, more detailed
structures and mechanisms evoived.

Group Decision Making

The new school would accomodate
125 students, and seven teachers (pupil-
teacher ratio based on provincial norms).

. These students would be drawn not only

from the entire city, but from all “acade-
mic backgrounds.” This meant that stu-
dents who found themselves disen-
chanted and falling behind would come
together with students not using their full
capabilities and finding themselves bored
and far ahead. Not to mention the middle
of the road. student who would be looking
for 3 change and a challenge.

The applicants would in the end be
chosen by lottery, out of a hat, so to
speak. The teachers would be selected
by committee members in co-operation
with the personnel department of the
board.

One of the more important visions of
this school would be that all decisions
would be made by the school community,
that is the students, teachers, and par-
ents. So much value was placed on this
concept that no principal was to be as-
signed. The co-ordinator of the school, as
he/she would be called, would not have
the power to veto the decisions of the
“community”’, - inless they contravened
board policy, or civil or criminal law. This
puts a lot of responsibility on students
and teachers that is not normally there.

The Summer Activity

As of July, all of the preceeding is past
history. Students have been chosen,
teachers selected, the building. found.
More important, however, are the more
recent implications that the teachers and
available students have been discussing
through the months of June and July.
Even though much remains to be decided
and planned, the Alternative High School
is a certainty ensured: it will open in Sep-
tember 1975 as a public high school

T s e
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within the PSBGM.

We've had occupancy of our new lo-
cation, the third fioor of the International
YMCA (5550 Park Ave.) since July 1st.
The day after we moved in, we called a
general meeting of all students and
teachers. A lot of people showed up;
right there we split into groups to discuss
those things that need discussion: bud-
get, curriculum, evaluation, internal
communications, etc..

Since then every day whoever has co-
me in to help have been discussing these
things, typing up our conclusions perio-
dically, and running these off on our ditto
machine. Since the group we're now
working with comprises only about five
teachers and a dozen students, we cer-
tainly can’'t make decisions for the com-
munity. So what we've done is. look at
things from all angles and typewritten our
reflections so that, when the school com-
munity assembles here in September,
they can make the decisions on schoot
policy from among our options and their
own. So we will have done the necessary
research.

In this manner, we've talked about
student files, minimum attendance, life-
guards for our pool, evaluation of stu-
dents and teachers, school government,
and so on.

A Bonus, the Locgtion.

Qur location at the YMCA has yielded
us possibilities that the original working
committee barely touched upon. Aside
from the pool and gymnasium, and the
community groups and services within
the building, the milieu which surrounds
us is as diversified as any in the city.
Without doubt, the Park Avenue region
isTone of the “melting posts” of the city,
with a population from all cultures, lan-
guages, and social strata. Certainly, this
may be our greatest educational oppor-
tunity.

And there will be many educational
opportunities. Subjects will be taught
within school. Courses will be taken at
other schools, those for which we don't
have the facilities, for example music
and industrial arts. Community members
will contribute their particular wisdom,
like the lawyer who has volunteered to
tutor students in preliminary law. Stu-
dents will work on their own. Since I'm
the only one who has -expressed an int-
erest in world history, I'll study it on my
own with the help of our history teacher.

Of course, many of these experiences
can be converted into high school leaving
credits. For these, however, we are li-
mited to those subjects that the Quebec
government considers important. As any
other Quebec school, matrics are our
only avenue to higher education.

Thus, we are an alternative to the or-
dinary public high school because:

o

a) we are smaller,

b) students have the opportunity to work
at their own speed, and by their own
method,

c) the community will supply the teach-

ers as well as: theDepartmentsof Edus -
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| Don't want an
alternative school —
| want an alternative

TO school!

d) we have a wide spectrum of students
in many ways, and

e) there will he group decision making.

Verily we are an alternative.

The Importance of Choice

“Will this school grow?” is a question
I've been asked often. | usually answer
that |, and the group that designed the
school, feel that 125 is the maximum
number for a school that can really per-
sonify the needs of its population.

| suggest that if and when the Alter-
native High School is a viable way of
learning. others will be created. It needs
to remain relatively- small to practice
what Mario Fantini, an American leader
in alternative education, calls “huma-
nistic education”. This development “has
grown out of the need to personalize
learning and to make... schools more
responsive to the people they are trying
to serve”.

The term “alternative school” simply
means that it offers a different method
and environment for achieving roughly
the same goals. There are certainly inu-
merable possibilities for alternatives.

The important concept is that of choi-
ce. Fantini mentions that, given the fact
of compuisory attendance, and the need
to make education work in a diversified
society, schools have to consider “op-
tional learning environments — that is,
increasing and diversifying the educatio-
nal means by which students can pursue
common educational ends.” More and
more communities, parents, teachers,
and students are realizing and de-
manding that if school is going to be
compulsory, then they should have the
choice of which kind of environment they
wish to learn and teach in.

The Alternative High School of the
PSBGM is one of the first steps in Quebec
to join one of the progressive movements
in education by allowing students and
parents a chance to make fundamental
choices in their education; choices with-
in the public school system. | know that
| am gertainly happy to- be part of, this-
venture. - - . EhELE AL AR
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In the town of Gaspé, in Eastern Que-
bec, there is a C.E.G.E.P. which does not
have at its fingertips the provincial press,
radio and television to publicize its uni-
gueness. What it does, believes Asso-
ciate Academic Dean, Gary Briand, “is
more important than what it publicizes."

Founded in 1968, the Coilege de la
Gaspésie, CEGEP Gaspé, is meant to
meet the needs of the people of Gaspe,
and offer a unique experience for the
meeting of Canada's two major langua-
ges and cultures.

The presence of an English language
curriculum, in the CEGEP can be traced

back to a two year teaching program at
‘Mont-Joli in 1954 and to the beginning of
St.Joseph Teacher College at Cross-
Point in 1959. In 1967 the curriculum and
faculty were moved from there to Gaspé
and were merged into the CEGEP that
opened in 1968. -

guage courses limit student numbers to
15 and preferably 12 students. Conco-
mitantly, Students are encouraged to take
courses at a level that meets their needs

for acceleration. For grouping, pre-
tests are used.
A VARIED FACULTY

To its pre-university students, CEGEP
Gaspé offers education in the Pure and
Health Sciences, Community Sciences,
Commerce and Arts. In addition, it offers
the full two year Secretarial Program and
the three year program in Business Ad-
ministration and Technology.

But as significant as the curriculum are
the professors who teach it. “We must
have academically talented people who
are alive to one or more outside inter-
ests,” says Briand. “Because adoles-
cents need to experience many different

A model of the new Sports Complex, formally opened June, 1975. Costing close to
one and a half million dollars, this building has few rivals in Eastern Quebec.

A BI-ETHNIC COLLEGE

Gaspé is, first and foremost, a bi-eth-
nic college offering parallel instruction to
English speaking and French speaking
students. At present the total registration
is some 1000 students, with approxima-
tely’ 150 students receiving instruction in
English. The bulk of these come to Gaspé
from the peninsula and the North Shore
of Quebec. Whereas in 1966, higher edu-
cation was accessible to only 5% of the
anglophone population, some 47% of
anglophorie Gaspesians now elect study
beyond high school, and the college is
there to satisfy a community need.

Gaspé is administrated by one admi-
nistration with French as the working lan-
guage of administration. English and
French students are housed in the same
residence, use the same facilities, and
do not have separate physical wings. The
whole direction of Gaspé has been to
bring two different cultures into one
student body with one voice.

With this major objective, the elective
courses at Gaspé are so structured as
to encourage the anglophones’ taking at
least two courses in French language. In
reality, the majority of the pre-university
students take four courses in French lan-
guage 'and literature 'during rtheir two
years at CEGEP Gaspé. All second fan-

o

personalities and cultures, we must en-
gage here professors who come from
diverse areas, with varying philosophies
of education... so we tend to have as
professors men and women who have
had teaching experience, and who are
willing to moderate clubs and generate
student enthusiasm.” Typical examples
cited by Briand are a sociologist who is
“mad” about chess, a biologist “hung-
up” on basketball and a chemistry pro-
fessor “wild” about photography.

OTHER VALUES

Apart from its academic aspects, CE-
GEP Gaspé also offers its students an
alternative to the turmoil of the concrete
city campus. As an integral part of the
educational programme, each student
must follow a course in physical educa-
tion, and the college's magnificent new
million and a haif dollar Sports Complex,
situated in the core of the campus build-
ings, offers a broad spectrum of athletic
and recreational opportunities. Advan-
tages are aiso taken of the Cegep's lo-
cation to offer excursions to Gaspé’s
interior where cross-country skiing,
canoging, and survival are-taught.

And in the future? What of this little

A view of a portion of the Gaspé CEGEP student residences, used by both English and
French speaking students. Approximately half of the student population of the CEGEP

can be housed on campus.

known CEGEP situated so far from most
of the Quebec population? Gary Briand
believes that Gaspé’s small size and per-

ty-student, and that Gaspé will continue
to be an ideal place for knowing under
one roof Canada's two languages and

sonal approach will clearly attract the ci- cultures.
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Quebec Home

Q.F.H.S.A. SPECIAL:

A caash course i

THE FEDERAL GRANTS FOR BI

The Federal-Provincial Program on Bilingualism in
Education is a direct outgrowth of recommendations
from the Report of the Royal Commission on Bilingua-
lism and Biculturalism. Understanding of this report is
helptul background to understanding of the grants made
by the federal government for the promotion of bilin-
gualism in education.

The B & B Commission’s Volume 11 on Education is

350 pages long, and covers all of Canada, given below
are the sections or extracts from sections which parti-
cularly relate to the Quebec situation and minority-lan-
guage education. -
(Key terms in this volume:
Ofticial majority language: French in Ouebec, English
in other provinces.
Ofticial minority language: English in Quebec, French
in other provinces).

EXTRACTS FROM VOL. 11 OF THE REPORT OF THE
B & B COMMISSION (Emphasis, bold face, added. QFHSA).
Chap. Xlil. Financing Official-language Minority
Education
From Sec. 497: All provincial authorities encourage
further education because they believe that this invest-
ment in human skills and talents is worthwhile. From
this point of view, the real cost is incurred when these
skills and talents are not developed. The increased en-
roliment of minority-language students at the secondary
and post-secondary levels should therefore be seen as
a social benefit and not as an additional cost.
From Sec. 498: When-the cost per pupil is higher be-
cause of the division of the student body into two lan-
guage streams, this additional cost can be attributed to
the existence of minority language schools.
From Sec. 499: At the administrative level there will be
divisions or sections within the Dept. of Education with
a special responsibility for the minority language schools
and the department will be accordingly larger because
of this specialization. Translations will be necessary for
department memoranda and regulations, as well as for
text books and teaching aides. Salaries will be slightly
higher for teachers with special certificates to teach in
minority language schools.
Sec. 501 (complete): Who should pay for these addi-
tional expenditures? Provincial governments are res-
ponsible for the basic costs of education, and-it can be
argued that the cost of providing a suitable education
for the provincial minority is included in this responsi-
bility. It must be remembered, however, that provincial
authorities cannot meet all demands for educational
services simultaneously. They must establish priorities
based on the needs of all students in the province. They
may decide to give higher priority to the educational

° needs of underprivileged children in urban areas. From

a national perspective, however, the minority-lanquage
students have a higher priority, because minority-lan-
guage schools are essential if Canada’s bilingual and
bicultural character is to be confirmed.

Sec. 502‘(complete): The objective of a suitable educa-
tion for the minority-language students is shared by
both provincial and federal authorities, but the federal
government has special reasons for having this educa-
tion provided as soon as possible. This does not mean
that the federal government should pay for minority-
language SCHOOLS: THE BASIC COSTS OF EDUCA-
TION MUST REMAIN A PROVINCIAL responsibility.

“But it is reasonable to expect that the federal govern-

ment should reimburse the provincial government for
the extra costs involved. In this way the provincial au-
thorities will be abie to provide minority-language
schools within the province as part of the normal pro-
gramme of educational services. WE RECOMMEND
THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ACCEPT IN PRIN-
CIPLE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ADDITIONAL

COSTS INVOLVED IN PROVIDING EDUCATION IN
THE OFFICIAL MINORITY LANGUAGE.

Section 503 (complete): This recommendation refers
only to a responsibility in principle because, as we have
suggested, there"is no satisfactory way of establishing
exactly the additional cost involved. At the same time,
we wish to avoid the undesirable aspects of grants-in-
aid. Education is a provincial responsibility and federal
grants-in-aid could influence educational policies and
thus encroach on provincial autonomy in this field. This
would clearly be the case if the federal government de-
fined the kinds of mihority language instruction eligible
for federal assistance, with federal officials inspecting
the schools before the grant was authorized. Our re-
commendation does not involve federal intervention.

The federal grant will be designed to reimburse provin-

cial governments for additional expenses incurred in
providing minority-language education. There will be no
supervision of provincial education BY FEDERAL autho-
rities, and there will be no strings attached to the grant
received by the provincial governments.

~ Extracts from the Federal-Provincial Program on Bilin-

gualism in Education, Agreement reached
with the Provinces concerning Financial
Assistance

(Sections copied relate to elementary and secondary

education only)

From Release No. 9-970E dated Sept. 9, 1970

.. THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
HAVE_AGREED ON ARRANGEMENTS for-the pro-
vision of financial assistance to the provinces for
supplementary costs incurred in providing minority-
language education and second-language instruc-
tion.

.. The grants to be made under this scheme will come
out of funds allocated by the federal government to
assist provinces in connection with the recommen-
dations of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and
Biculturalism concerning education.

.. The Objectives of the program as agreed to by the
federal and provincial governments are to ensure
that, insofar as it is feasible, Canadians have the op-
portunity to educate their children in the official lan-
guage-of their choice and that children have the op-
portunity to learn, as a second language, the other of-
ficial language of their country.

.. The arrangements are designed to make federal
support of these objectives possible without in-
fringing on provincial jurisdiction in the field of

education. The funds made available will help pay
the supplementary costs involved in providing mi-

nority language education or second-language ins-
truction at primary, secondary and post-secondary
(non-university) levels,

.. Calculation of the grants will take into account the
number of students involved in each province and the
proportion of their time spent studying in the mino-
rity language or following second language courses.
Recognizing the need for minority-language students
to study the majority language, it has been agreed
that a “full-time” student would be one receiving
75% of his instruction in the minority language at the
primary level or 60% at the other levels.

.. Using this basic reference, the federal grants will be
calculated according to two scales. For those re-
ceiving instruction in the minority language, federal
contributions will be calculated on the basis of 9%
of the average cost of instruction for a “Full-time”
sjudent. :

.. Contributions in support of second-language instruc- .

tion will be calculated using a scale of 5%. This latter
scale recognizes that extra costs involved in pro-
viding second-language instruction are different from

and proportionately lower than those entailed in nell
giving courses in the minority language. with
.. The agreement also takes into account that there are of I
increased administrative costs incurred by provinces resg
in connection with the program and that provincial © refe
education departments have to expand their orga- ling!
nizations in order to deal with new programs such as ' Que
minority-language instruction. The formula provides . waith
for contributions of 1.5% of teaching costs based on fest.
the total number of school children betonging to the fron
minority-language group. mee
.. Special Projects — The importance of improving the
specific aspects of minority-language education and for y
second-language instruction has also been reco- Rep
gnized, Federal and provincial ministers have there-
fore agreed that the program should provide assis- the
tance for special projects in these areas to the ex- worl
tent that funds are available. law
When this Federal-Provincial Agreement was re- our
newed for a period of five years in 1974, the basis for pate
grants and formulas remained the same as in the ori-
ginal agreement. 3 syst
SUMMARY of the Meeting held May 23, 1975 on the cula
subject of THE FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL PROGRAMME lists
ON BILINGUALISM IN EDUCATION Ins
What is Quebec Federation Do: in Pursuit au
In February 1975 we-wrote a letter to all Federal
members of Parliament, asking them to use their ral
good offices to enable some of this money to be the:
used for the teaching of French to English the)
speaking children. Now with our letter from the Prir
Secretary of State §talmg that the Federal Govern- owr
ment would have no objection to such use of the F
funds and our meeting with Mr. Beauregarde of vine
the Department of Education stating that we will the
not receive any ofthis money as far as he is con- glis
cerned, we are writing again to all Federal M.P.s,. dua
enclosing copies of this information, and asking rou
that the. Federal Government demand accounta- res
- bility for the use of the money for the purposes for © Min
which it was granted. « and
. Through the National Association of Home and A
Schools we are drawing the attention of the Pro- L toad
vincial Associations in other provinces to the Bi- 4 wel
- lingualism grants. We hope that they will questior -, stey
the application.of these grants in their provinces L beys
and demand correct usage of these funds. . stat
We intend to solicit the support of other groups < 1 Wi
interested in Ediication. &
Claude Beauragarde of the Ouebec Depart- F
ted a willingness to L oSun
, C .and
'*vantage of this opportunlty, but only after-we have give
prepared a well documented, detailed brief. R
How Should a Local Home & School .
Association Help? o0
Hold a workshop;on the subject of the Fedetal- mal
Provinclal Program on Bilingualism in Education. ot
Preferably equip yourselves with copies of the Se- lect
o CT8 tary of eases which refer to gras
ﬂ‘?&z ‘this’ pr nhouncement dated A
September 9th 1970 and the announcement of the suim
renewal dated March 27th 1974),. also a copy ot o
the resumé of the Royal Commission on Bilingua- evel
e fism &"Biculturatism; Book 2 on Education, or even AL
| petter the complete second volume. Familiarize holc
yourselves with the points igade in this copy of the repi
News which cover the interview QFH&S represen- bec
tatives had with Claude Beauregarde, also read are
the Summary of our information to date. YOl
At the request of the President of Quebec Feder- beel
ation of Home & School Associations, Elizabeth O'Con- Frer
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nell, an important meeting was held on May 23, 1875
with Claude Beauregarde, member of the Department
of Education of Quebec. Mr. Beauregarde is directly
responsible for the application of the agreement with

« reference to the Federal-Provincial Programme on Bi-

lingualism. Present at the meeting were members of the
Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations, one

. with a child in special education, an official of the Pro-

festant School Board of Greater Montreal, and parents
from the Verdun Anglophone-Catholic community. The
meeting lasted two hours and was recorded on tape —
the points made during that time are summarized here
for your information.

Representations made by parents and school officials:

— English speaking parents living in Quebec have
the obligation, under the law, that our children obtain a
working knowledge of French. We must respect that
law and, indeed, we want to do so in order to prepare
our children to live and work in Quebec and to partici-
pate fully in the Quebec Community.

— Parents have seen the English language school
system deteriorating during the past few years, parti-
cularly through the growing scarcity of music specia-
lists, art specialists and physical education specialists.
In some schools remedial reading specialists have also

Pur.sw(. of Money From the Bilingualism Grants?
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. and 4) the QFH&S office,

o

= beushing you as:de -with misleading or incorrect
’ﬁ What should indiwdual parents do?

= summary of the meeting with Claude Beauregard,

Prepare a resolution demanding that the Fede-
ral Government require accountability to ensure
these grants are used for the purposes for which
they were granted. Send this resolution to 1) the ..
Prime Minister 2) the Secretary of State 3) your
own MP and 4) the QFHSA office.” f

Prepare a resolution demanding that the Pro-
vincial Government use these grants to finance
the extra costs of minority language-schools (En-
glish in Quebec), resulting from the need to gra-
duate bilingual students and give them a well-
rounded education at the same time. Send this
resolutions to 1) Premier Bourassa, 2) Education
Minister Francois Cloutier, 3) your local MNA

Ask for meetings with both your MNA and MP
to discuss the question but make SURE you have
I documented .information before taking this
. step.-Being well informed. will prevent them from

| statements.

Familiarize yourseif with the points made in the

and with the summary of other related information
given in this copy of the News. ;
. Relate them to your awn experience.

Write to your own MP apd MNA;sas suggested
for local associations, .illustrating the points you
make with you,r own, Iocal expenencev Swggd acopy . |
ofayour letter fo the 'QFH&S office. We are col-
lecting information for a brief and need to gauge

&grass roots sgpport.

Make sure your local H&S Assoc:atton is pur-

: swng this matter.
ength of Québec Federation is. YQu-
, parent, giving active support, DOES MAKE
A_DIFFERENCE. Write to your MPs and MNAs,
hold workshops and meetings with your elécted
‘representatives. in government and send the Oue-
. office. | :

are doing, so we can mclude pomts wh/ch concern

cad

YOUR COMMUNITY in the QFHSA briel.
jer- been sacrificed to provide sufficient funds for their
on- French programmes.

— Because of the requirement to produce bilingual
students, the funds which English language schools
would have used for cultural enrichment must now all
be used for teaching French — the children are learning
French by sacrificing a well rounded education. The
cultural content of English language schools is being
squeezed almost out of existence.

— English language education has been an esta-
blished fact in Quebec for 200 years. We are paying
taxes at the same rate as the French community — yet
we receive less. The English language school system
has been more or less self-sustaining through direct
taxation levied specifically for education.

— On the Island of Montreal, the average cost per
student is $1,059.82, yet the PSBGM, the largest En-
glish speaking board receives only $1,036.96 per pupil.
This amount is 2'2% less than the average on the Island
and 5% less than the $1,096.85 being currently alotted
per pupil under the Montreal Catholic School Commis-
sion.

— Under the Federal-Provincial Programme on Bi-
lingualism in Education, minority language schools (En-
glish in Quebec) are supposed to benefit from the 9%
premium being paid by the Federal Government to cover
the extra costs of minority language education. We are
not getting extra money, we are getting less than the
average.

— The ditficulties being faced by the children in
special education (the educable retarded) were stress-
ed. These children must complete their education able
to work in French or they will be unable to get jobs in
Quebec. They need special help with their own lan-
guage and extra special help with their French. These
children must be sent to school in their mother tongue
because that is the language of communication in the
home and of help from the child’s family for their school
work.

— When a law is given (the Quebec requirement
that students from English language schools must gra-
duate bilingual, in order to receive their high school
leaving certificate) the means in terms of financial help
must also be given to implement it.

— There are companies in Quebec which depend on
a certain level of transferability of staff. If people coming
into this province cannat find the level of education they
require for their children, they are going to.refuse to co-
me to Quebec — in fact some are already doing so.

— Parents feel that the Federal monies should co-
me to this province, earmarked and non-transferable,
for specific purposes.

In Response to the Representations made by Pa-
rents and School Officials, Mr. Beauregarde made the
following points:

— The funds being received by the Quebec Govern-

ment from the Federal-Provincial Programme on Bi-

tingualism in Education are going into the Consolidated
Revenue Funds of the province. They are not going to
the Department of Education and so are not being used
for english speaking students, or for French speaking
either.

— As far as he is concerned, English language
schools will not get extra funds, even though they have
been provided by the Federal government.

— If English speaking parents wish to protest the
use currently being made of these funds, they could ask
that the grants be returned to the Federal Government.

— The objective of the programme is to make mi-
nority language schools available (in Quebec this hap-
pens to be English). English language schools have
beenh available in Quebec for a long time. It is wholly
Janacceptable that either French or English children in
Quebec should receive more money for their instruction.
The English community is not supposed to get any of

the 9% premium paid to the province of Quebec by the
Federal Government.

— The agreement says “Instruction in the minority
language” and this Quebec is doing — the agreement
does not stipulate good minority fanguage schools. The
Federal Government is not giving the money for mino-
rity education to provide additional services — the mo-
ney is given to ensure that there will be minority lan-
guage schools, and there are.

— There are two ways of looking at minority lan-
guage schools. One is the way that the parents look at
the problem, that there are additional objectives and
therefore it will cost more; the alternative is the view the
Quebec government takes — the minority language
schools have the same total objectives to meet, that the
government decides these objectives are different from
that of the majority group. The English are being told
(by Quebec Department of Education directives) within
the same budget as French language schools, to shift
their objectives. They are receiving exactly the same
number of hours of instruction as the French children. it
is entirely possible, as the parents claim, that their
overall educational objectives will not be satistactorily
met, but this is the price they have to pay for demanding
minority language schools.

— English parents in Quebec have a minority lan-
guage educational system that they insist on keeping
and so have to pay for their choice, (by diminution or
elimination of specialist teaching in culturally oriented
subjects). In his opinion it shouldn’t cost more to edu-
cate an English speaking student in Quebec than it
should a French speaking student.

— It is possible that the Federal-Provincial agree-
ment is not sophisticated enough to deal with the diffe-
rent problems of the different regions of the country.

— The Plan Cloutier was also discussed. It was
clearly stated by Mr. Beauregarde that this Plan is not
being financed by monies received under the Federal-
Provincial Programme on Bilingualism in Education.

— Mr. Beauregarde is willing to meet and discuss
the matter again.

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ON THE FEDERAL-
PROVINCIAL PROGRAMME ON BILINGUALISM
IN EDUCATION

This program, started in 1970 and recently renewed
until 1979, is the direct outgrowth of recommendations
of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Bicultu-
ralism as they concern education. From 1970 to 1974
a total of $144,886,698. has been paid to the Quebec
Government by the Government of Canada. It is clearly
stated in the Agreement, as well as in the recommen-
dations of the Royal Commission, that this money is
being granted to cover the extra costs incurred by the
province in providing minority language (English in Que-
bec and French in the rest of Canada) schools, second
language teaching.to the majority and additional costs
of administration incurred by the Department of Educa-
tion in providing services to minority language schools.

In reply to our original query to the Secretary of Sta-
te that the Federal Government permit some of the mo-
nies granted to Quebec to be used for the teaching of
French (the majority fanguage) to students in English
language Schools (minority language schools), we re-
ceived the following information in Hugh Faulkner’s let-
ter of March 20th 1975.

Quote: “Under the formula payments, the Province
of Quebec does not receive any contributions for the
teaching of French as a second language, nor do the
other nine provinces for the teaching of English as_a
second language.... Under this agreement, the teaching

- Continued onp. 12



Page 12

Quebec Home & School News

September 1975

IN DIALOGUE:

Quebec Home & School and the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development.

How it happened

It came about because Thomas Welis,
Ontario Minister of Education and Chair-
man of the Canadian Council of Mini-
sters of Education invited the Canadian
Home and School Parent-Teachers Fed-
eration to send five or six representatives
to meet with the external examiners of
the Organization for Ecanomic Coopera-
tion and Development. This Paris —
based organization has been undertaking
a review of educational policies in Cana-
da. It began first by studying reports pre-
pared by departments of education in
four regions, Ontario, Quebec, Western,
and Atlantic and by the federal govern-
ment. Then, using the regional studies
as a base, the OECD sent out an interna-
tional team of educators to meet with
representative groups in Canadian edu-
cation in the different regions.

When the Canadian Home & School
accepted the invitation to appear before
these external examiners in Toronto,
our parent body also made arrangements
that the Quebec Home & School should
meet with the Regional Committee of
OECD when its schedule took it to Que-
bec City on June 18th, 1975.

Advance Preparation

So it was that at § A.M. we were
driving along from Montreal to Quebec
City on June 18, 1975 — the president,
Betty O’Connell; the past Treasurer, Cal-
vin Potter; Executive Vice-President Fay
Richardson; the Recording Secretary,
Joan Mansfield; Maybelle Durkin, Oak-
ridge Home & School President; Dave
Hill, Past President Allancroft Home &
School, and Winifred Potter, Editor, the
News.

Before we met the examiners we stu-
died the material — a large compre-
hensive report of 200 pages prepared by
the Quebec Department of Education on
“Educational Policies in Quebec,” spe-
cifically for the examiners.

It made very strange reading. The in-
troduction, dealing with education pre-
vious to the immediate present in Que-
bec, gave no concept of an English tan-

_guage education system co-existing with
the French in the province; of an English
system that had nurtured_ its community
and produced a university,” McGill, that
at one time ranked high in world educa-
tional centres. It talked instead of the
classical courses of the old system; and
was written almost exclusively from the
majority language point of view.

When the report proceeded to educa-
tion in- the present day, it made even
stranger reading. it gave one the impres-
sion of looking through a kaleidoscope at
a number of objects; move the kaleidos-
cope slightly, and those same objects
would assume different stances and im-
pressions. In other words, in that report,
THEY saw one picture, but we saw ano-
ther; although the objects were the same.
The dialogue

The meeting was scheduled for 9 A.M.
to 11 A.M. in the Chateau Frontenac. The
examination room contained two long ta-
bles covered with the traditional green
baize. At one table sat six members of
the Federation des associations de co-
mités d'écoles et de parents, led by its
Vice-President, Mme Lise Grimard from
Yamaska. Facing them at the other table

= by Winifred Potter

were the Home & School delegates and
at the end of these two tables crosswise
were the examiners: Mr. Harold Noah,
Professor of Comparative Education at
Columbia Teachers’ College, U.S.A.,
Pierre Vanbergen, Director-General of
Studies in the French section of the De-
partment of Education, Brussels, Bel-
gium; Kjell Eide, Director-General, Mi-
nister of Education, Norway; Michel Cro-
zier, Professor of Sociology at the Sor-
bonne, and Beresford Hayward, chief of
programmes and educational planning
for the OECD.

Each parent group began with an in-
troductory statement, and it was imme-
diately evident, and remarked upon by
one of the examiners, that not all the de-
legates understood the other’s language,
although all the QFHSA delegates pos-
sessed differing levels of comprehension
of the French spoken. The dialogue then
began, with the French parents stating
that it was time for a reassessment of the
many changes that had taken place in
education since the inception of the De-
partment of Education and the “Quiet
Revolution.”

QFHSA agreed with many of the sta-
tements and apprehensions voiced by the
French-speaking parents, but as one of
our spokesmen remarked, while we
agreed and supported ‘'rattrapage”, we
objected to a Department of Education
which did not reflect the cultural duality
of people in the province — this remark
drew gasps of surprise from the au-
dience.

This was a basic concern of the QF-
HSA delegation and underlay much of
the ensuing discussion, whether it was
the problems of the rural schools, the
large polyvalent high schools, teacher
classitication, the tederal grants for bi-
lingualism (of which the examiners were
already aware, no doubt due to the meet-
ing with our National Parent body), pu-
pil-teacher norms, and so on.

Indeed, so much did our delegation
talk, that the only unamiable moment
in an otherwise friendly interchange with
the French-speaking parents came when
one of their delegation exasperatedly
remarked that they were 80% of the
population, yet the angiophones were
doing all the talking. This little incident
was quickly passed over, yet perhaps it
should have been pointed out to the lady
in question that her federation was sup-
posed to be representing all the parents
of school committees of the island of
Montreal, and that surely included par-
ents in English-language scheol com-
mittees. Yet these were not included in
their delegation, nor considered in their
presentation, an attitude which empha-
sizes again the need for the role Quebec
Home & School plays as a voice for an-
glophone Quebec parents.

What kind of system?

What kind of educational system did
parents want for their children, the exa-
miners asked. There were many points
to the answer given. French parents were
concerned about the disparity between
school boards and schools, about the
quality of teaching, the use of private
schools; they pointed to the need for

_ society to provide jobs for its increasingly

large numbeér of educated youth. They
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worried about teachers indoctrinating
their children with social views and po-
litical views unlike their own.

What did the anglophone group
want — we also expressed many similar
concerns, but succinctly we wanted an
educational system that would prepare
our children for life as residents of la
belle province and as Canadians; it had
to offer that dual quality. And the dialogue
closed with Mr. Henri Paul Jobin from
Three Rivers, the treasurer of the franco-
phone parents ‘federation, ‘stating that
that was what really the French parents
required also. ‘

Later, in private conversation with M.
Jobin, | asked him if he believed that his
statement was representative of the opi-
nions of the other francophone delegates.

Noa he replied, he had travelled and
worked in other parts of Canada; he
thought his was the minority view.

As we left the examination room, the
next group entered — four ‘representa-
tive' students from the recently formed
Association Nationale des Etudiants du
Québec —four students from the Quebec
City Area and North-Eastern Regions, no
one representative of Montreal, much
less English-speaking, And we blessed
again our parent Association who had
seen to it that Quebec Home & School
had a hearing at the sessions in Quebec
— for if we had not been there, who
would have spoken for English language
education and the need to preserve it as
a distinct entity in la belle province?

Continued from p. 11

of a province's majority official language as a second

language was the sole responsibility ‘of the provinces
concerned.... On a total contribution of $32,082,407 t6
the Province of Quebec in 1973-74, an amount of
$25,945,119 was provided in support of the extra costs
incurred by the Province in providing educatior’to the
English-speaking minority in their minority official lan-

guage.”

The final piece added to this puzzle to date is the
meeting held, at the request of QFHSA, on May 23,
1975. In reading the summary of this meeting you will
note the statements made by Mr. Claude Beauregard of
the Quebec Department of Education to the effect that:
the funds being received by the Quebec Government
from the Federal-Provincial Programme on Bilingualism
in -Educaton are going into the Consolidated Revenue
Funds of the Province. They are not going to the Depart-
ment of Education and so are not being used for English

- speaking ' students, or for French speaking 'students

either.

B oL AT R N LA R A
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The St.Lambert Home & School Association
Survey: Repo.rting to Parents

For some years the St. Lambert Home
& School has been regularly producing
a series of Bulletins for its member
schools. These bulletins are élways in-
telligent, informative, literate and inter-
esting. As well as dealing with the acti-
vities of each of the schools in their
grcup, their coverage of Quebec Fede-
ration activities has been full and respon-
sible.

This year, in addition to their regular
series, they have produced a bulletin
supplement detdiling the results of a
questionnaire on reporting which they
sent to all parents of the school in their
grouping served by Home & School. 302
questionnaires were returned, about a
25% response, a good return.
Commended by the Board

In a letter to Mrs. Lydie Errington,
Chairman of .the St.Lambert Reporting

Survey Committee, H.A. Rothfels, Di-_

rector of Elementary Schools for the
South Shore Protestant Regional School
Board, commends the group for their
action: “your group is to be congratulated
on an excellent survey involving much
hard work. This report will be of great
help to us when we review reporting pro-
cedures and forms in our schools.”

Here at Quebec Federation we can on-
ly concur with Mr. Rothfels’ opinion, and,
like him, congratulate Mrs. Errington and
her committee, and Mrs. Sue Lea, Pres-

ident, of the St.Lambert Home & School, -

on their fine work. Since reporting at both
the elementary and high school is a con-
cern of many of our locals throughout
the province, The News reprints in a
condensed form part of the survey. We
genuinely regret that because of limita-
“tions of space, we cannot reprint the
questionnaire and the complete results.
The St.Lambert Home & School
Reporting Survey

SECTION |
What information should a report card
convey to parents

Several parents indicate that the most
important piece of information on the re-
port card is the indication of achievement
relative to potential, although some feel
that the measurement of potential is dif-
ficult to do objectively.

Concerning the guestion of peer com-
parison, the two opposing points of view
are about equally balanced.

The indication of strength and weak-
ness is considered to be essential in or-
der that the parent may assist the child.
There is same concern however, that this
would demand too much of the teacher’s
time.

REMEMBER, DAD, )oupourmwr OO0 g - -
ANYTHING TO WIDED THE GEXERATION GAE.

Although work habits, social, physical,
emotional development and behaviour
should be assessed, there is. a strong
feeling that this should not be kept on a
permanent record. Some parents are a
little unsure that all teachers have
enough training to do this with sufficient
accuracy.

SECTION 1l [
How can a childs achievement be most
accurately measured

Whichever marking system is used, it
is essential that it be properly explained
and clearly understood by parent, child
and teacher. All marks must be supple-
mented by anecdotal comments to be
meaningful and the same type of marking
system should be used on all reports.

The letter rating in particular needs
careful explanation. It is good for the
lower elementary grades and can elimi-
nate unhealthy peer group competition.
A pecentage should be introduced at the
upper elementary level.

When a percentage is used at the sec-
ondary level marking shouid be in ac-
cordance with Provincial and National
Standards where possible.

A three point rating is considered to be
unrealistic, except at the kindergarten
level.

Should space be available for teacher’s
comments?

Most parent emphasize the importance
of teacher’s comments, although a few
feel that comments should be reserved
for the parent/teacher interview.
it comparison is to be made with the peer
group, how should it be done?

The level at which a child is working
must be indicated and a clear definition
of the level system must be given.

A quintile must be used in conjunction
with the class average to be meaningful.
Giving the class average can aiso reflect
the course difficulty.

The C.T.B.S. results must be accom-
panied by a full and proper expilanation
or they can be misinterpreted by parents.
They must, however, be available at the
parent/teacher interview with the class-
room teacher so that compari§on can be
made with the report card.

The breaking down of subjects into
major skill areas would give a much
greater understanding of areas of diffi-
culty than an average mark for a subject,
so that the parent is better able to eva-
luate progress. This should apply to both
French and English language arts.

SECTION Il

1. Standardization at the secondary le-

vel is more efficient and readily un-
derstandable in the case of transfers,
but schools could add their own sup-
plement.
At the elementary level each school
should be permitted to devise its own
report card, to suit its own require-
ments, provided certain criteria are
met.

2. The permanent record should contain
academic results only. All other en-
tries should be destroyed when the
child leaves high school. Care must
be taken that it not be used to “pre-
judge” a child. Confidentiality must
be respected at all times but parents

~and student must have access to the
permanent record. : .

StLambert Home & School 1975 Award Winner for Best
Assaciation Bulletin

At the 1975 QFHSA Annual General Meeting, Mary_Peart (right), editor of the

award winning St.Lambert Bulletin, with QFHSA President, Betty 0’Connell.

3. Most parents consider 4 or more re-

ports necessary in order to keep
constant checks on the childs pro-
gress, and to prevent problems from
becoming insoluble.
About one third of parents consider
3 or less to be sufficient provided
that contact is made with the parents
immediately there are problems. Ma-
ny parents feel that the value of 4
reporting sessions is open to serious
question. Energies should be devoted
to teaching and the time required to
complete reports detracts from this.

4. Parent/teacher interviews should be
arranged whenever deemed neces-
sary by parent or teacher. Two are
probably sufficient for the average
child, however, parents should be
notified immediately difficulties oc-
cur.

RECOMMENDATIONS
All recommendations—apply to both
levels unless otherwise stated:

1. To a parent, the report card is the
single most important method of
ascertaining how his child is per-
forming in school. It should there-
fore be as comprehensive as pos-
sible, encompassing all the areas of
vital interest in a childs progress
throughout the educational system.
It should also prove useful in the
early diagnosis of learning disabi-
lities and thus permit correction be-
fore it is too late. If this should place
too heavy a burden on the teacher,
secretarial help should be consi-
dered.

2. The marking system must be clearly
explained and must be consistent to
avoid confusion.

3. Teachers comments must be in-
cluded to supplement the marks.

4. Areas of difficulty must stand out
clearly.

5. Areas of strength must also be
stressed.

6. Subjects should be broken qown m;
to maJOr skill ' areras — partacularly
" atthe élemerntarylevel.

4

7. Itis essential that a childs effort be
recognized.

8. A childs behaviour must be re-
ported.

9. Some indication of a childs achieve-
ment in relation to that of his peers
should be given if one is to have a
realistic picture of his progress.
The school must nevertheless dis-
courage unhealthy competition
among students.

10. All test results should be available
to parents.

11. A standardized report card is neces-
sary at the secondary level but ele-
mentary schools should be allowed
to devise their own provided certain
criteria are met.

12. The permanent record should con-
tain academic results only. .Any
other entries should be destroyed
when the child leaves high school.

13. If fewer than four reports are issued
annually, parents must be notified
immediately difficulties occur.

14. The parent-teacher interview is of
vital importance for the under-
standing of a childs progress.

John Rennie Home & School
“Community Health Centre Project”
what do you expect from such a centre?
This was the question put to Home &
School members by Mrs. Beverley May,
sponsor of this local Initiative Program at
the John Rennie Home & School Annual
General Meeting on May 12. Besides gi-
ving Mrs. May input._on public reaction
to this programme, the meeting was an
opportunity for members to meet the
Home & School executive and enjoy a
pleasant social and informative evening.

On June 3, the Home & School invited
parents of all students entering Grade 7
in September to an Open House; the
purpose of this evening is to give parents
the opportunity to meet with the principal
and some of their ch||dren s fature teach-

ers, and to tour the clasqropms and labs

which their chitdren will be using.
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_Focus...

=ns ON the locals

Somerled Home & School

On May 28th, for the final Event of the
year, a Talent Show starring the children
of Somerled School, was held. The show
ranged from Ballet to Kung Foo. We had

a large turnout of parents, and our
School Commissioner Dr. John Simms
was in attendance. A Bake Sale was held
after the show.

“Boom Boom, ain’t it great to be crazy,” one of the skits at the Somerled Home &

School Talent Show.

On June 9th Somerled Home and
School sponsored a Brass Quartet from
the Montreal Symphony Orchestra to co-

me in to the school and give a concert
for the children. We feel that this was
most successful and we hope to do it
again next year.

Stonecroft Home & School

Continuing their active involvement in
all aspects of school life, Stonecroft Ho-
me & School Association once again
sponsored a popular Lunch Hour French
Program for grades 3-6 this year. De-
dicated volunteers were also called upon
to assist individual students in a remedial
reading program, lend a helping hand in
the Library, and accompany classes on
educational field trips.

A very successful Fund Raising was

held recently in the form of a Bake Sale

and Raffle. Approximately $250 has been
donated to the school for the purchase of
tapes, headsets, and record players.

In order to encourage safety to and
from school, both Kindergarten classes
have been introduced to Eimer, the Sa-
fety Elephant and enjoyed a visit from a
policeman and on May 17th a Bicycle
Safety Rodeo took place for all the
youngsters in our community. We hope
to make this type of activity an annual
event.

Mountrose Home & School

The Mountrose Home & School Asso-i

ciation had a very successful 1974-75
year. The children from Kindergarten to
Grade 7 had many field trips and all the
activities sponsored by the association
were well represented by the children
and parents.

We wish to thank all the parents for
their participation and help in making our
year so successful.

Coming up in the New Year we have
many new activities planned for the chil-
dren and also the parents.

So, see you in September!

Northmount Home & School

On April 26th, 1975, Northmount Ho-
me and School Association held an In-
ternational Dance and Food Fair in their
gymnasium.

The initial objective of this venture v\}as
to try and involve as many parents of the
school as possible to participate and at-
tend this function. As a poor response
was had in the sale of tickets from the
parents, it was decided to try and attract
students by hiring a well known disc
jockey. This proved tremendously popu-
| ar_ wnth the students, and the end result

Although the majority of the parents
of the school were not interested in at-

tending this affair, they were very ge-

nerous in donafing refreshments.

Excellent entertainment was provided
by Miss H. Karamath, a teacher at North-
mount, and her dancers. She was cho-
reographer at Expo '67 West Indian Pa-
villions. Talented students of North-
mount’s Variety Show also did a great
job as entertainers.

Because of our financial success, we

were able to donate $350.00_to the,Stus

e P

was a hinancial success.

dents Council for stereo equipment, as

they were short of funds.
Our future affairs will have to be
geared towards interesting students, or

In April Norma Bryce and Dianne Jo-
nes attended the Vermont Parenting
Conference, of which QFHSA was a
sponsor. They found the program inter-
esting with stimulating speakers and a
friendly atmosphere. They took particular
interest in a session on ‘Life Styles in To-
day’s Living', in which a pediatrician des-
cribed the styles of parenting which lead
to problems — over-coercive, oversub-

Following a Book Fair in April which
was very successful in providing more
books for the school library, the H & S
sponsored a Baby-Sitting Course in May
for 12 year old boys and girls, a Bjcycle
Roadeo and a TEN WEEK activity pro-
gram to celebrate the first 10 years of
Sunnydale Park School's existence.
These included a ‘Nostalgia Factory’
reminiscing about events during the
school’'s development, performances by
French and English theatre groups,
‘Think Ten’ subject-oriented activities in
Geography and other areas, the collec-
tion of 1965 pennies for charity, and a
Hat Contest in which classes made up

perhaps we can find a magic formula
for attracting parents.

Meadowbrook Home & School

missive, punitive and high expectations.
He recommended that children be taught
easy acceptance of needful restraint,
with discipline serving a definite goal,
avoiding promises ridicule and out-of-
scale punishments, and developing self-
control and respect for others. A delight-
ful “Meadowbrook Review” distributed
to parents, surveys the different projects
and achievements of Home and School.

Sunnydale Park Home & School

original designs in headwear. All this cli-
maxed by an Anniversary Party with fun
and surprises for alll Somewhere in the-
re, time was found for an Annual General
Meeting with Al MacDonald, Educational
Development Officer, who presented
slides and talk about ‘Community Play-
grounds’ — a subject Sunnydale Park
H & S is interested in, for they have as an
objective the setting-up of just such a
playground on land adjacent to the
school. The Sunhydale “News Cap’ ca-
me out with its first issue, full of chil-
dren’s work, teacher’'s quotes and news
of projects in the school.

Saguenay Valley Home & School

Some of the more significant activities
that took place during the year were.the
presentation of two War Memorial Scho-
larship Awards of $150.00 each to Miss
Ruth Wahl and Mr. Milton Tectonidis. In
addition, six public speaking cash awards

* were given to John Fielding, Michael

Dewing, and Karen Kaarsoo of the High
School, and to Christine Dewing, Jona-
than Ferraby and Ruth Roberts of the
Elementary School.

In the elementary school a familiari-
zation program was held, followed by a,
panel discussion on ‘“Discipline —
Where do We go from Here?” Rev. Paul
James was the moderator, with Mrs.
Ducett, Mrs. Ferraby, Mr. Hugh Down,

Mrs. Franki, Mr. C. Gale and Mr. Bob,

Violette as panelists. For high school
students a Vdcations Selection program
was organized with the High School
Committee, and a baby-sitting and child
care course was organized with qualified
parents, the school nurse, and teachers

,as resource people and instructors for
the students.

In February an Eastern Regional Bas-
ketball Tournament was held with 150
students from the Eastern Regional
Schools participating with students from
our area. The Home & School assisted in

-furnishing accommodations for these

students. in 1976 Home & School will be
cooperating with teachers and school
committees to host the 1976 Regional
Science Fair.

At our Annual General Meeting the
Chernik film on Human sexuality was
shown; this stimulated a good discussion
period.

The new slate. of officers for 75-76 is
as follows: Mr. B. Beck, president; Mr.
K. Denning, vice-president; Mrs. K. Ar-
mour, secretary; Mrs. Joy Chandlér,
treasurer;” M. |. Duncan, Programme;
Mr. C. Gale, membership; Mrs. C. Hunt,
Area Representative; Mrs. D. Webb, So-
cial Representative; Mr. J. Jefferies, au-
ditor.

Mount Royal Home & School

Mount Royal High School Home &
School held its open general meeting
for executive and parents on June 10. It
was a pleasant spring evening and a
good audiénce attended. Gaby Ostro, the
invited guest and parent liaison officer
with the PSBGM, began discussion of the
evening’s topic, “Parents’ Rights in the
School,” and the audience immediately
took up the subject, and a lively and
interesting dialogue ensued.

Also on the programme was the elec-
tion of the Home
1975-76: these consist of the following:

President, Mr. Donald Climo; 1st vice-
president, Mr. Jacques Robitaille; 2nd
vice-president, Mrs. Winifred Potter; se-
cretary, Mrs. Nancy Woodworth; trea-
surer, Mr. Ronald Gallay; past-president,
Mrs. Janet Goldberg; publicity, Mrs. Ka-
therine Neely; and members at large,
Mrs. Fay Richardson, Mr. Jerrick Segal,
Mrs. Margo Katz, Mrs. V. Maroulis, Mrs.
W. Spence, Mrs. Joan Monk, Mrs. John
Dudley, Mrs. Bernice Levi, Mrs. Ruth
Cohen,.Mr. Robert Hayes, Mr. H. Mete-

School executive fontixgsians Mes? Y.r@uldrble it ARG WIS “RE.

Priniotakis.
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All About Us

SPOTLIGHT ON THE DISTRICT OF BEDFORD

HOME & SCHOOL

by William de Witt Clinton

One of a series of articles designed to
“introduce” different local associations
to the general reader.

Perhaps | can best describe the Dis-
trict of Bedford Home and School Asso-

ciation by using an old Scotch term '

“tuchlan’ — a calfskin stuffed with straw
and used to induce cows to produce milk!
At this point the D.B. H & S A is not much
more than a ‘“tuichan” association —
existing to maintain the mission of Home
& School in this district until there is a
reemergence of local branches.

in common with so many off-isiand,
non-suburban areas, our district, with
its relatively sparse Engtish ‘Protestant’
population and extensive area, has had to
assimilate two very difficuit changes in
* schooling:

1. Regionalization, with (a) a District
School Board, having responsibility for a
wide district of many schools — from
Noyon on the Richelieu to Mansonville
on Memphramagog, from the Vermont

border to Roxton — and therefore, not =

so closely in touch with local people and
local schools as the smaller local boards
used to be; and (b) a Regional high
School, at times over one hour away by
bus from home and introducing all sorts
of complications and complexities; and

2. School Committees — that brand
new method of grass roots contact —
having all sorts of official status, but
lacking the authority and answerability
of the old school boards and the initia-
tives of the old Home and School Asso-
ciations.

The consequence for our Federation
and Association has been an initial drop
in Home and School interest — and then
a gradual renewed interest in what the
Home & School can provide, but with un-
certainty as to how to become related to
it.

Several years ago Granby High School
had an active Home & School; then its
president found himself tied up as chair-
man of the Educational Workshop of the
new Massey-Vanier Regional High
School. Home & Schooi ceased, until it
was able to re-emerge with the encoura-
gement of the renamed and demoted

Parkview Elementary School's principal,
as a second hat for School committee
members to wear. 3

Cowansville provided the beginnings of
a district structure with Maurice Hauser
as president of both local and district
executives; changes in leadership have
not been able to maintain the vital spark
of local initiative. At the district level,
however, Ken Law, as Treasurer and
Membership Promotﬁon Convenor, has
been able to build up the general mem-
bership, especially from Cowansville and
Granby. Recently Waterloo's School
Committee sought and obtained affilia-
tion with our Federation.

Those who, as members, or as a con-
sequence of membership promotion, re-
ceive the News are gratefully appre-
ciative of what our Federation is doing
for them, and when leadership emerges
will become as vitally active or more so
than before.

We are proud that Home & School has
proven to be the only agency which has
bekn able to provide the forum of infor-
mation and debate which has helped to
crystallize some sort of district con-
sensus on several vitally important is-
sues, notably, in this past year, that of
Bill 22.

One of our members, Arthur Beatty,

personally secured several hundred si--

gnatures to the Petition for Disallowance.

His efforts prompted the calling of a
general meeting of the district by our dis-
trict association il order to receive re-
ports and disseminate information on
what was being done. Bonar Lindsay
reported on the stand of the School
Boards; Lawyer Bob Stocks, a Cowans-
ville native, reported on the legal and
constitutional situation; Arthur Beatty
reported on the Petition; and Peter Lang-
ford, on the effects of the newly issued
language regulations on the life of the
child. A

All in all, we see a renewed interest in
Home and School in our district — and
we expect that we will emerge from
being a mere straw-calf to becoming a
living, growing, producing beast.

A partial view of the audier;ce at the District of Bedford Home & School Association
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LOCALS:

St. W. Montreal, H3Z 1S8.

The News will be pleaséd to receive stories, articles, photos, and
other material concerning your activities.

PLEASE, don’t keep your programmes a secret!

Send in YOUR news to THE NEWS, QFHSA, 4795 St.Catherine

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: October 24, 1975.

Home & School Associations
Celebrate Their Cultural Diversity

Many of our schools present a minia-
ture Canadian mosaic, with families from
many different cultures. Somerled Home
& School in west Montreal and Mountrose
Home & School in the east celebrated
this diversity this past year by producing
cook-books containing recipes drawn
from the varied backgrounds of their chil-
dren’s parents.

The previous year Somerled Home &
School had held an international Food
Fair and Bake Sale, along with a show of
national costumes by their school's chil-
dren. So this year many of the recipes
prepared for the Food Fair were compiled
into an attractively bound Culinary TID-
BITS Cookbook, and sold as a money-
raising venture for the school.

Recipes in this cookbook cover a wide
range —Eastern, European, American —
from Ujhazi Chicken Broth, English Tri-
fle, to Fried Snow Peas with Chinese
Mushrooms and Bamboo Shoots. All
good to eat, some economical, some
extravagant, and pleasingly illustrated.

Credits for the cookbook's production
go to Valerie McFall, last year's pres-
ident of Somerled Home & School, Mr.
B.G. Phelps, the principal, Bob Presner,
and for artwork, Mrs. R. Cross — as well
as the cooks themseives!

At Mountrose Home & School chil-

dren began buying up the Mountrose

Home & School Cookbook last spring for
Mother's Day Gifts. In this book there
are about 250 recipes compiled on spe-
cial file cards in pleasing pastel colours
and bound together with rings. Entrees,
main dishes, salads, dressings, vegeta-
bles from many lands — Pierogi, Kutia, .
Pomeronzen Broetchen, Oriental Rice
Salad, to mention only a few! Credits for
the undertaking go to Ann Odinotski,
last year's president of Mountrose Home
& School, to Mrs. Eva Wasilewski, who
edited and compiled the book, to Mrs.
Barbara Valenti who contributed m:ch
time, effort and labour, and to many
others on last year's executive at Mount-
rose. :

L.R.C. presents School Board Reorganization
Brief to the Island Council

Based on the opinions of Lakeshore
Home and School Associations gathered
at the April 17th general meeting”of the
Lakeshore Regional Council of Home and
School Associations, the Lakeshore Re-
gional Council presented a brief on
School Board reorganization to the Mont-
real Island Council. The brief, authored
by the committee chairman, Robert
Laker, strongly supported the views

expressed in the longer and more de-

tailed brief of the Quebec Federation of
Home and School Associgtions. Coinci-
dentally, the QFHSA brief was presented
at the hearing immediately before that of
LRC.

LRC spokesmen, Bob' Laker, Dave

Hill, and Norm Drummond, emphasized
recommendations in favour of Confes-
sional Boards, parental choice of lan-
guage education, the right to impose lo-
cal surtax, the need for more second lan-
guage. education, more local autonomy
for boards with respect to teacher nego-
tiations and grading of school leaving
exams, and the importance of retaining
the Harwood area as part of the Lake-
shore School Board.

Commented Norm Drummond, pres-
ident of the Lakeshore Regional Council,
“We will be watching with interest the
final recommendations of the Island
Council to the Government for school
board reorganization on the island of
Montreal.”

need.

DO YOU NEED MONEY -

for a worthwhile project?

We have the answer to your problem -
Our “Connoisseur’s” Chocolate can raise all the funds you

This chocolate is made of the finest ingredients available any-
where. Its taste is exquisite and this is your guarantee of success.

We have available to you all the technical know-how needed
by your organization for a simple and successful fund-raising

campaign. \
Please phone or write to address below for further infor-
mation:
National Fund Raising,
Division of Jean & Charles Chocolate inc.,
3187 W. St. Jacques, Montreal H4C 1G7.
c/o Mr. John J. Laliberté, Tel.: (514) 935-9671
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Readj for the September Board Meeting?

HAVE YOU CHOSEN YOUR AREA REP YET?

One of the most important elements
in the QFHSA structure is the Area Re-
presentative.

The Area Rep is the vital communica-
tion link between the local associations
he or she serves and the Board of Direc-
tors of Quebec Federation, the Board
which reaches decision and makes po-
licy for the entire provincial federation.

Throughout the province the local
associations are divided into groups,
each group. entitled to chose one area

Jications chain of our Federation.

The Area Rep attends the regular
board meetings (one every two months
during the school year); he or she funnels
the priorities and needs of the locals in

his/her group to the Board, and in turn’

conveys the policies and activities of the
Federation to the locals for their consi-
deration and support.

DON'T BREAK THE COMMUNICA-

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS, MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMEN, AREA REPS, AND ALL INTERESTED IN
MAKING NEW MEMBERS FOR HOME & SCHOOL —

Extra Issues of the News are Available for Membership
Promotion

Additional copies of the Back-To-School-September '75 issue
can be obtained by phoning or writing the QFHSA Office, 4795
Catherine St. W., Montreal H3Z 1S8 (933-3664).

ONLY $3.00 MAKES YOU A WINNER!
Everyone who reads the Home & School News wins a bet-

TION CHAINE ter knowledge of what's going on in Quebec education.

If you are not a member of a local Home & School Associa-
tion, but would like a subscription to the News, send $3.00 for .

Rep with voting powers at the Board of

Directors’ Level. Make sure that your association, your

QFHSA priorities and objectives are heard at the e
Board of Board level. a subscription to
AREI_\t :EP > (g;':gl‘]‘t’lfe CHOOSE YOUR AREA REP NOW. Quebec Federation of Home & School Associations,
with —=—— i
voting power Committee, If you are a new President of a local, e e SO st
Committee and unaware of the procedure for Montreal. H3Z 1S8.

Chairmen, and
Area Reps).

choosing an Area Rep, phone our secre-

Encl is $3.00 f ’s subscription to the QFHSA N 5
tary, Meredith Brown at the office (933- nclosed is $3.00 for a year’s subscription to the Q ews
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3664) or write the office, 4795 St. Cathe- Address
rine St. W.. Montreal H3Z 1S8. Meredith e R R e s S0 2 0 0 IS 00 TR0 9.0 SN TS
The diagram above shows that the will furnish you with the necessary infor- (5] oo o Gho oo oo L L S s e e
Area Rep is the key Tink in the commu- mation. Schools attended by Child(ren) ............ T o n wiatatyly
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EE) SRR

SOOI

GENUINE

RAISE FUNDS

J.H. COLLINGWOOD & SONS LTD.
. DEPARTMENT QS-9
' 6381 St. Lawrence Bivd. & Montrea! 326 ¢ Quebec

LOMPARE these features with
any other Fund Raiser:

@ Send NO MONEY with your otdet i
take up to 60 days to sell !

L ] for only what you sell — retum any
::vwld metchandise for full erodn at the
and of your drive!

' Beauttfulfy Hand Crafted L

LA brand new selection of beautifully
. -demgngd hand-crafted leather key. _ita'g;

i delight everyone!

Al of our items are non-perishable and
e twkmwdlhpmud to sell them

you £ |
o the‘vm il I _assnrie _shades. of real leather giv
g . each key tag that individual look of

. natural beauty. Never worry 4bo
losing vour keys again because th
steei nng will not break like other

‘Minimum Order

Infinite Prisms of Light . .

Completely unique and incredibly beautiful .
this sculptured crystal with its mysterious
flamboyant floating flame creates an effect
that cannot be duplicated. Just add water to

the graceful pedistal goblet and top with %"

of any salad oil. Float the patented invisible
flame disc with its wick on the oil, LIGHT,

and cover with the glistening dome, 3

Each kit contains 12 “Love Lite’ Candles!

IlJustration Reduced
ACTUAL SIZE: Height 61"

JOHN H. COLLINGWOOD & SONS, LTD.
DEPTARTMENT 0S-9
6381 ST. LAWRENCE BOULEVARD e MONTREAL 326, QUEBEC

Love Lite'' Candles @ $24.00 per kit.

SELL
KEYTAG
FOR S1.25EACH

.. Kits of **

I Please Send: |

: ............... Kits of Leather Key Tags @ $18.75 per kit. | ;"5);;,

| Minimum Order - *'Love Lite' Candles - 3 Kits 0 prease send a FREE |

I Minimum Order - Leather Key Tags - 4 Kits Fund Raising Catalog : : g LOVE LITE

1 Mini Order — 3 Kit FOR $3.00 EACH 7 : »
R : il = 4 . YOU KEER KIT SELLS FOR $31.25

" JAdress: ..eneiiiisnnes . I [KITSELLS FOR $36.00 el Q0 2 ’ _ i

. : 4 ] . - Each kit contains a mixture KIT COSTS YOU $18.75

R e e e e (A T B ot s o S e § |KITCOSTS YOU _$24.00 ICTIY/ of 25 key tags in the

I‘Organization' B P A T T e T e e O e T " PROFIT  $12.00 o ‘l 3 assorted designs shown! PROFIT $12.50
i T i Phone: __________,’ ‘
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JUST MAYBE, OUR KIDS AREN’T SO SMART!

You suspect your children aren't lear-
ning anything at school? When you were
their age, you could read and write. But
today, it's different. So what if kids can't
read, they are smart, at least all those
Ph.D’s and high priced specialists tell us
so. They must be right!

“Wrong," says Grattan Gray in the May
Nune issue of Quest. He says the situa-
tion is bad, and getting worse. Standards
are dropping. Literacy is out.

As examples he cites Ottawa’s Carl-
ton University. It tested 150 grade 13
students. Average score, 45% on a basic
writing test. At the University of British
Columbia 40% failed a first year English
test. If that's not enough, 400 students
took a remedial English course at Sir
Wilfrid Laurier University. Only 25 pas-
sed!

Gray quotes Toronto teacher Sheila
Morrison as saying: “‘Parents have been
snowed by the School Boards. The chil-
dren talk a lot, but they can't read. And
they can't write — not one sentence.
They spend all their time putting things
together with scissors and paste.”

Gray says parents have allowed the
-situation to develop because they are
afraid of “being denounced as hope-
lessly square and behind the times. In a
nutshell, we've allowed the education
system to fall victim to a set of mushy,
‘progressive’ liperal ideas which place
spurious notions of ‘equality’ and ‘libe-
ration’ above the centuries-old values of
real learning.”

The result is that ‘progressive’ educa-
tors have taken advantage of our sheep-
like passivity. “It used to be that schools
had a clear idea of their job. It was-to
shape children according to a specific
set of moral standards by forming them
through a disciplined program of study
and learning.” Now this view is rejected
by the progressives as being repressive
and authoritarian. They want to liberate
" the child by allowing the child to “deve-
lop.” “Traditional values,” says Gray,
“such as the idea that a child has ‘duties’
or ‘obligations' are tossed aside in the
name of liberation from oppression.”
Sinister implications

American education critic Irving Kris-
tol claims that liberation and develop-
ment have sinister implications. He calls

A recent article in Quest Magazine by Grattan Gray says that our children are

““doing their own thing” instead of learning to read and write. But all is not lost. There .

are a few things we can do about it!

it “moral deprivation, a hunger of the
soul which results from allowing children
to have ‘rights’ but not giving them the
opportunity to earn these rights by dis-
charging obligations. Never having to
earn anything, the child has no sense of
value. The result is confusion and, ulti-
mately, misery.”

Gray agrees, saying that the problem
is that the radicals haven't realized chil-
dren capable of performing feats of self-
discovery and self-discipline are few, and
prodigiously gifted. “They forget that to
ordinary mortals, a certain amount of
discipline and force-feeding are called
for.”

Cruel trick i

As one American teacher says: “There
boys expect you to be their friend. When |
was & boy, everybody knew the teacher
was the enemy.” In earlier days a cer-
tain amount of ceremonial enmity was
one of the pathways to learning, he
added.

Gray states this is a hard pill for the
humanitarians to swallow. “But the fact
is, it places an unfair burden on a child
to make him pick his own way through
the pitfalls of our culture and try to decide
for himself which part of the wisdom of
the ages he is going to need for later life.”
He also says the progressives are playing
a cruel trick on the children by abolishing
marking because it leads to “hurt feel-
ings.” Kristol, too, points out that the
child has been conditioned to expect
“rights” but has no conception of “obli-
gations.” He is in for a rude shotk in the
real world.

One stage missing

British philosopher Alfred North White-
head suggests that the educational pro-
cess should run through three states. He
calls them the Stage of Romance, of
Precision, and of Generalization. The Ro-
mance in reading begins when we read
nursery tales to small children. They
enter the Precision Stage when they
start to make out letters and words. “Ge-
neralization begins, wherein books
reveal new vistas of knowledge for the
pupil. Generalization is a replay of Ro-
mance on a higher level.”

“The trouble with the new-style
schools,” says Gray, “is that they have
banished Precision from the classroom.

They offer only appetizers. Along with
the overgrowth of Romance, there comes
a downfafl of school discipline. Demo-
cracy has come to the classroom.” Chil-
dren want a say in what they do.

Sheila Morrison found this out when
she announced she intended to give a
class spelling test. The children.objected,
saying they “handn’t discussed it yet!”
It took her two weeks, to lick them into
shape, and, she says, the parents came
round to thank her.

The classless Just Society

While no one would argue that the
Just Society is a beautiful concept.... a
promised land that is better, fairer, and
more egalitarian, there is no indication
our children are being prepared for it.

Says Gray: “The abolition of elitism in
the school, the abandonment of exams,
the refusal to make value judgments on
students, is surely as harmful to the
underprivileged family as it is to the af-
fluent.”

The Quest article outlines two reac-
tions tq the problem. The affluent and
those who are not so, are sending their
children to Independent schools which
come under the auspices of the Cana-
dian Headmasters Association. These
schools don’t operate on the new ‘pro-
gressive’ principles. They teach the chil-
dren the basics and have an attitude best
summed up by Richard Howard, Upper
Canada College’s Headmaster: “{ don’t
think Upper Canada is trying to turn out
boys of a certain moid. I'd like them to
be all different, and all to go to different
life styles, and perhaps have some basic
belief that other people count, and that
they have a responsibility to the com-
munity.” 4 s

No matter what the egalitarians say, -

inside every person there is a desire to be
‘top dog.’ Class and wealth have nothing
to do with this. It's a condition inherent
in all individuals, some say impelled
biologically.

In Toronto, working-class groups have
attacked the egalitarian nature of the
Board’'s testing system ‘“precisely be-
cause it denies the existence of intellec-
tual competence in their children and
thereby denies the possibility of upward
mobility.” They want their children to
have a chance to show their excellence

“by rising from the ranks and partici-
pating in the leadership.” They are call-
ing for a return to a system based on
teaching children rather than developing
them. Exactly the same type of educa-
tion being offered in the private sector
where the children are challenged in the
old way.

No simple answer

In spite of what has been said, all is
not rotten in the public sthool system and
perfection doesn’t exist in the private
sector. There are children of public
school teachers in private schools and
private school teachers’ children in public
school. One professional woman cited
has three children — two in the private
sector and one in public school. Money
is not the reason for the split. It's what
suits the children best.

Another teacher says that in his view
“it is not the system, not any particular
official ideology, but the excellence of
the individual teacher that makes all the
difference.”

There arean many answers to the prob-
lem as there are people. But it can be
stated that there is a very high level of
dissatisfaction being expressed on all
sides, even though nobody can agree on
what is the exact problem. No single so-
iution will clean up the apparent mess in
education. The new methods and ideas
have their place; so have the oid.

Concludes Gray: “Obviously research
and study must continue, but for the time
being there seems to be no better method
available for teaching the basics than the
good old-fashioned teacher in the good
old-fashioned classroom. And you may
have to employ teachers who are not
afraid to teach, and to test, and who have
a clear idea of what the world is about,
and what you need to thrive in it. But
until the tax-supported public schoois
in Canada return to the traditional stan-
dards, the richest and smartest sectors
of the nation will continue to spend
thousands of dollars a year to equip their
children with the advantage of old-fas-
hioned, no-nonsense educational ba-
sics.”

QFHSA News wishes to thak the pub-
lishers of Quest for permission to pu-
blish this material based on the article
“Are we raising a generation of dunces?”

BED WETTING INFORMATION

Many procedures, such as restricting liquids and taking children on a sched-
ule to the bathroom do not usually end bed-wetting. We are a total Canadian
organization and will provide, free of charge, a booklet that will answer many
questions on this problem.

NAME, o N S e et Ny Lo e .CHILD'SAGE .....
ADDRESS ...........00. T R e O CITY T e A .

. & Co. of Canads, Ltd.
PROV. ..... 5 caieaine s e -PHONE (0 00000

pianos of distinction SINCE 1871

For the name and address of your
" nearest authorized Willis dealer

Call: (514) 435-6561,
39 Dubois, St. Thérése, P.Q.

CANADIAN ENURESIS

164 Seigniory Ave., Sulte 4716, Pointe Claire, Quebec.

Telephone (514) 6907-6693 E-3
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Gaspe H.ome & School
Associations unite in protest
Against Change in the Will of

Frank Carrol.

Report from Diane Le Gresley, Gaspé Area Rep.

New Richmond High, New Carlisle
High, and Shigawake-Port Daniel Home
& School Associations, each at their res-
pective Annual Meetings, passed reso-
lutions to support and circulate petitions
in the matter of the reversal of the will of
the late Frank Carrol. Bill 104, passed
last July 1974 by the National Assembly
changes the intent of Mr. Carrol's be-
quest, namely that 90% of his estate
would provide university scholarships
for Protestant boys in the Gaspé area.

Gaspesia School Committees will also -

be asked to support these petitions.

Otherwise in each of these associa-
tions the year has been successful.
Parent/teacher relations have been good,
parents have been responsible for many
kinds of volunteer help — in libraries,
supplying funds for team uniforms, sup-
porting student tours, billeting etc.

In Matapedia, the Annual Meeting will
not be held until the Fall, many of the
local population work on the river and are
not available at this time. Others have
been discouraged because of poor
school facilities in 1974-75. However,
this matter will be remedied in 1975-76.

Major legal breakthrough for
learning disabled children in

Ontario.

in June a ruling of the Ontario Su-
preme Court set a precedent with impli-
cations for ail learning disabled children
in that province. Ontario law did not re-
quire local school boards to provide spe-
cial education for children with learning
disabilities. Boards might do this volun-
tarily, but, if this service was not available
from a board, parents were forced to pur-
chase the needed services privately, of-
ten in the United States. There was no
legal guarantee that a learning disabled
child would receive an adequate educa-
tion according to his needs or abilities.

Now, the case of a 15 year old boy
with a specific learning problem, dys-
lexia, which obstructs his ability to read

Are you looking for a good academic university-bound education at

High School or CEGEP level in an environment where students are treated

as human beings and not as mere numbers? If so, consult

CENTENNIAL ACADEMY INC.

The High School

(Ministry of Education Permit No. 749-701)

The College (CEGEP-equivalent)

- e Physical

(Grades VII-X1) .

RECOGNIZED FO
GOVERNMENT
 GRANTS

e Individual guidance and programming.

® Highly-qualified, experienced teachers.

® Constant communication with parents.

e Remedial Mathematics and Remedial English.

Education and Social Activities
program.

® Hereunder is a summary of results for Grades X,
X1t in the Quebec Examinations of June, 1975

SUBJECT No. writing No. of Highest
GRADE XI exam. passes Mark
English Literature 37 35 93 9,
English Composition 39 35 90 %
Wr. French N 36 89 %
Orail French 4) 39 87 9%,
North Amer. Lit. 23 22 82 %,
Biology 33 35 94 9,
Chemistry 22 22 939
Functions 522 (Red) 36 35 96 9,

Functions 532 (Enr) 34 30 86°% |
Physics 6 é 749,
Economic Geography 15 15 85 %,
World History 34 34 98 9,
GRADE X
English Literature r ) 82 9,
English Composition 21 21 82 2,
French 21 20 98 9
Maths 422 28 28 90 %
Can. Geography 22 22 90 %,
Can. History 26 26 92 9%
N.B

1. Students passed 96 per cent o* all examinations.
2. Verification of results above avajlable at school office to
interested students and parents.

The _only completely private, post-secondary,
English-speaking CEGE P-equivalent recognized
by and in the Province of Quebec.

Successful students, as in all other CEGEP’s,
obtain ‘“le diplome d’études collégiales’’ issued
by the Quebec Ministry of Education.

COURSE OFFERINGS:

Health Science
Applied Science
Pure Science

Social (Human) Science (Arts)

Commerce

SPECIAL FEATURES

*Very small classes ensuring success.

e Students accepted with Secondary V Certificate
or 14 units of credits.

e Make-up courses for Secondary V Certificate
available on premises. :

e Special low rate student commutation tickets on

railways and buses from the SouthShore,
Lakeshore, Chomédey, etc., etc.

e MUCTC buses 102, 104 stop at the door.

¢COLLEGE recognized by government for loans
and bursaries upon application by students to
Quebec Governrqem.

6493 Somerled Avenue

Telephone
481-7672

Montreal H4V 156

Telephone
481-7672
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and understand, (although the boy in
question has above-gverage intelli-
gence), has changed the whole picture.
The Court has decreed that the Rrovincial
Government must reconsider the youth's
appeal for financial help so that he may
receive adequate special education ser-
vices which he needs.

This decision opens the door for all
children in the province, estimated at
200,000, with learning disabilities, who
are not receiving adequate special edu-
cation services from their local school
boards, to apply for a government sub-
sidy to pay for the special educational
services they need. It is a major legal
breakthrough for these children.

The Winning Ways of
British Parents

The 1960's saw the beginning of Par-
ent Power in Britain; especially with the
Plowden Report of 1967, therecame gov-
ernment recognition of the importance
of involving parents in the education pro-
cess.

But in 1975 it's parent power with a
difference; recognition is not enough;
parents want to be able to change things:
they want to share in the decision-
making. To some extent, of course, par-
ents are being invited to do just that. But
in the main, many parents have realized
that they will have :to win the right to
share in the decision-making, just as
that same realization is coming to more
and more Quebec parents.

To win the right to share usually means
campaigning, campaigning for the re-
placement of an old school building; de-
signation of safety crossing areas; the
provision of lunch-room facilities, sensi-
ble examination procedures, privacy in
record keeping, and so on.

Over 50 parent campaigns in educa-
tion are described in “The WHERE regis-
ter of Parent Campaigns” published by
the Advisory Centre for Education, 32
Trumpington Street, Cambridge, England.
CB2 1QY. The cost is 65 English pence.
if your association is wondering how to
resolve a problem, just maybe an exam-
ple taken from the British experience
might help.

Students! Parents! Stamp out leprosy
with used stamps! Be sure to leayve one-
quarter inch of envelope around them.
Then they must be mailed to the address
below. '

The Leprosy Mission (Canada)
Suite 1128, 67 Yonge St.,
TORONTO, Ontario, M5E-1J8

Stamps are sold and the proceeds help
leprosy sufferers in 34 countries. Dona-
tions of money are also gratefully re-
ceived. Today, leprosy is curable. De-
formities can be corrected, better still,
prevented. Drugs cost only $1 per patient
per year. Yet, of the world’s 15 million
sufferers, 12 million are untreated!

KEEP THOSE DOMINION SALES

SLIPS COMING IN!

Dominion sales slips help provided spe-
cial equipment for multi-handicapped
children at the Peter Hall School. Please
keep sending in those slips to Mrs. De-
nise Arrey, 11700 Elie Blanchdrd Ave.,
Mpgy'ea!.’ﬂu 1R4.

01 4 B mws e
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IT WAS

“SAFE DRIVING” ALL THE WAY

A Report on a School Transportation meeting held May 15, 1975 at the PSBGM, convened by
Sylvester White, Associate Deputy Minister of Edu cation, Protestant, at the request of Quebec Fede-

ration of Home & Schools.

The meeting was called because of
Home & School concern about bus safe-
ty, driver awareness, familiarity with rou-
tes, status of contracts, pupil conduct on
busses, etc. Present at the meeting were
Sylvester White, Associate Deputy Mi-
nister of Education; Normand Laplante,
Ministry of Transport; P.A. Blouin, Di-
rector-of School Transport; R. Bisaillon,
General Superintendant, Bus Service
MUCTC; P. Dion,” manager, Chartered
Services, MUCTC; Robert Calhoun, Se-
cretary-General's  Office, Lakeshore
Board; Ray Martei, Transportation Su-
pervisor, PSBGM; R.B. Fairbairn, Super-
intendant, Student Services, PSBGM;
Dr. L. Patterson and A.H. Butler, Com-
missioners, PSBGM; and from Quebec
Federation of Home & Schools, Betty
O'Connell, President, Joan Riches,
Chairman QFHSA Policy & Resolutions
Committee, Aldis Lee, Chairman, Bus
Safety Committee, Fay Richardson, Exe-
cutive Vice-President, and Mary Kaneti
and Grace Hone, Algonquin and Dollard
des Ormeaux Home & Schools respecti-
vely.

The discussion was detailed, lengthy,
and wide-ranging. Below are listed some
of the topics discussed, and QFHSA
comments and recommendations to the
relevant bodies. :

MONTESSORI SCHOOL INC.

Registration 1975-76
French or bilingual classes

by Aldis Lee, Chairman, QFHSA Bus Safety Commiittee

Schedules: the MUCTC agreed to re-
gular meetings with parents and School
board officials to satisfy complaints re
schedules. The QFHSA Bus Safety Com-
mittee will follow this up. Adherence to
schedules is a priority; failure on the~
driver's part to-comply with the schedule
should be reported.

Familiarity with Routes: the MUCTC
agreed that some routes were non-exis-
tent, that is only on the map, on proposed
development routes that had not materia-
lized. Other routes were obviously not the
best that could be devised; the MUCTC
asked QFHSA for parental help. Would
the parents feed information about fea-
sible routes to them; the MUCTC also
offered to the PSBGM Transportation Of-
fice assistance in preparing feasible map
routes of all areas needing transportation
so that drivers could have them on their
vehicles.

Recommendation: Press for regular
drivers.

Status of Contracts: As yet there is no
contract between the MUCTC and the
PSBGM. The MUCTC argued that it was
necessary for them to have the school
transportation business 'because they
were a public (as opposed to private)
transportation system, and needed the
funds. QFHSA felt that the subsidization
of the public transporation system should

not be a charge against the educational
system, which was the MUCTC rationa-
lization.

No regulations were yet directly written
for school transportation; the PSBGM
had not yet submitted the necessary sta-
tistics (PSBGM countered that these
were forthcoming; they had not hereto-
fore had to use Transportation Grants).
MUCTC also stated that requests to Re-
gional Parents’ Committees for input to
the Department of Transportation to write
these regulations had not been an-
swered. The Department of Transport
spokesman offered to meet with parents
for this purpose.

Next September a three year contract
will be in effect.

The Department of Transport offered
PSBGM three people to help with the
work load; it also felt that statistics sub-
mitted in the Island Council Report.couid
not be verified.

Transportation Grants: these would be
forthcoming upon receipt of the statistics;
also the PSBGM\wouId receive their glo-
bal envelope, probably to be adminis-
tered by the Board, with the stipulation
that it be used expressly for transporta-

‘tion.

No conclusion was reached as to
which set of regulations prevailed-Bill
23, Rates & Tariffs, Highway Code.

Recommendation: that QFHSA main-
tain close liaison with the Department of
Transport during the drafting of these
regulations, and that the Department of
Transport be responsibie for any addi-
tional costs that might occur in the event
of any future labour costs.

Emergency: the MUCTC had furnished
a confidential teleptione number to the

Here is something that has not gone up in price!

INTERNATIONAL DINING
AT REDUCED PRICES

7 locations — Transportation

For information call registrar 27 2 = 7040

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS &
ADULTS
Teenage Workshop
COURSES AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

IN ALL PHASES: OF THEATRE ARTS
FALL COURSES starting OCTOBER, ‘7

Instructed Personally by

PAULINE RATHBONE, L.GS.M.,
Senior Drama Specialist, Protestant
School Board of Greater Montreal, and
formerly 20 years with Mtl. Childrens
Theatre. ;

ENROLL NOW: CALL 482-7674

- 9 RATHBONE niiel

Once again Quebec Federation of Home & Schools
offers its members Premiere Entertainment Passbooks.
The bouchers in these passbooks allow you to enjoy good
restaurants and entertainment at reduced prices.

A partial list of Premiére participants includes Ribn's
Reef, La Grenouille et le Boeuf, Réveillon, Sambo, New
Granada, Le Fripon, La Belle Poule, Aux Mouettes, La
Vieille France, Montreal Steak House, Howard Johnson's,
La Rustica, Vieux Amsterdam, Mai Tai, Bill Wong's,
Piazza Tomasso, Kenny Wong's, Dionysus, Moulin de la
Galette, A & W, Cattleman, Red Barn, McDonald's, Le
Vieux Rafiot, La Poudriere, Sadye Bronfman Theatre,
Pendulum Theatre, Planetarium, Aquarium, Nuns' Island
Gold Club, plus many more.

The price is $9.50 per book. Apart from personal use,
Premiere Passbooks make excellent gifts, and are really
a money-saver in these days of rising prices.

Complete the form below and send it with your cheque
for $9.50 per book to Quebec Federation of Home and
School Associations, 4795 St. Catherine St., W., Montreal,
H3Z 1S8.

Pleasesend ........ Premiére Passbooks at $9.50 each

Enclosed is my chequefor$ ..................
(Please Print)

Name ............. SO0 n o g e G OO T e S
Address .......... sopabhaechos 20 GBTHObagBaTIBdo0 6
City » .. ool el sonbetheb i GO0 QL HEO0.D0 5 o

L]
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Transportation Officer of the PSBGM in
the event of any bussing emergency.
PSBGM officer would in turn advise
school principals of the number, and the
restriction of its use.

Safety: The discussion was wide-
ranging and touched upon passenger
procedures, identification, hazardous
areas, public awareness, police security

measures, police harassment, driving
practices.
Suggestions: conspicuous portable

flashers, legal posting of maximum load,
compulsory driver training, public aware-
ness, police education of the iaw re-
garding the transportation of school chil-
dren; and so on. The MUCTC's offer of
regular meetings with parents will provide
the mechanics for further discussion of
these problems and possible solutions.

Hazardous areas was a topic of great
concern: there is no set pattern to desi-
gnate such an area, and there could be
alternatives, other than bussing to this
probiem. However, bussing often seems
the most feasible, since negotiations
with municipalities were not always
fruitful regarding stop signs, traffic lights,
cross walks, and pedestrian crossings.
The MUCTC cannot offer further person-
nel as crossing guards.

At this point it became evident that
there was need for a meeting with MUC
police to discuss this and related points.

Recommendation: to determine if
Sylvester White, Associate Deputy Mi-
nister of Education, wili oversee discus-
sion with Police on these matters and
voice our concerns to them; also, to sug-
gest that Hazardous areas and cost of
transportation be included in the Depart-
ment of Transport global envelope when
determined and so designated by MUC
Police and the PSBGM.

High School Transportation: PSBGM

_policy has been that there will be no

transportation of High School students
where public transportation is available.
However, it is within provincial norms to
bus high school students living over 1.5
miles from the school. The Department
of Transport was not aware of this palicy.
Reimbursement was suggested for in-
digents, also free passes, but no con-
clusion on this was reached.

Recommendation: Pursue this topic
further with PSBGM and the Department
of Transport, and if possible determine
status for September.

Communications: QFHSA expressed
displeasure that they were not sent two
reports on Island Transportation from
the Island Council afd was advised of
contact to correct this.

School Safety Programs: these servi-
ces had been withdrawn by the MUC
Police from the local stations,” but were
available on request in writing from the
Montreal Police Section #9, Youth Sec-
tion (Pointe St.Charles).

QFHSA members felt, upon conclu-
sion, that the meeting had been frank,
open, and positive. (Since then, a further
meeting between QFHSA parents and
transportation officials has been held to
concentrate -on some topics introduced
at the May meeting).
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THE 1975 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE S

Let’s Get It Off the Ground!

MEMBERSHIP — YOU HAVE TO WORK AT IT,

say Membership Award Winners

a report by Gillian Hayes

The membership committees of eight Montreal
area schools received special awards for their out-
standing work during 1974-1975 in attracting new
members to their respective Home and School As-
sociations.

The awards were made to: Logan School, Mrs.
Carol Bulow; Willowdale School, Mrs. S. Base; Cedar
Park School, Mrs. Sue Hierlihy; Macdonald High
School, Mrs. Isobel MacArthur; Seigniory School,
Mrs. Linda Hagedorn; Sunnydale Park School, Mrs.”
G. Lowe; Roslyn School, Mrs. G. Levinson; and
Christmas Park School, Mrs. Anne Edge.

All the winning committee leaders stressed the
need to find new ways to encourage new members
to join the organization. The Federation can only be
influential in its representations to government if it
speaks for the majority of the parents.

Mrs. Levinson explained that she and her husband,
who was treasurer and membership chairman of Ro-
slyn, sent out advance billings with the children's
report cards in June. As a result, they received a few
responses, but it served to acquaint the parents with
the work of Home and School.

This program was foliowed up in the fall at Meet
The Teacher Night with class mothers collecting
membership fees in the individual classrooms.

Mrs. Levinson noted that membership in Home
and School was a condition in the participation of
children in a number of activities such as the lunch
program, drama, modern ballet, chess and sewing
club, etc.

She said the parents should be made aware of the
benefits available through their membership, which,
in the case of Roslyn, included an after-school soc-
cer league, hockey and ski lessons in Murray Park
and the annual skate and ski exchange.

At Macdonald, Mrs. MacArthur's group sent out
forms with the June report cards and received 50
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replies. In September, 12 captains were appointed

TARTS

and they enlisted 10 parents to work on the phones. " -

They later went door-to-door to collect the member-
ship dues.
The telephone campaign, it was explained, was

not carried out until after the initial Meet The Teach- -

er Night. The committee also arranged to have each

child fill out an index card at school, listing his or her

name, address, parents’names, and phone number.

Mrs. Bulow of the Logan committee said she and
her husband used the class lists and went door-to-
door soliciting memberships and explaining the role
of the association.

“The average parent doesn’'t understand Federa-
tion and is not acquainted with its objectives. If you
want to be successful in your membership drive, you
have to persevere,” she noted.

The couple telephoned the parents — some 200
families — and then paid a personal visit to their
homes. By last Christmas, 140 families were mem-
bers and when the campaign was completed they
had signed up 97.4 per cent of the parents.

The prepared a file system, listing each family,
noting the language spoken, and then followed up
with personal visits.

“You have to work at it. You have to go to the par-
ents, because you can’t wait for them to come to
you. Sending notes home with the children just
doesn’t work,” according to Mrs. Bulow.

At Cedar Park, Mrs. Hierlihy said class mothers
carried out a phone canvass after Meet The Teacher
Night and followed this up with a door-to-door visit.
Of the 330 families, 220 memberships were obtained.

The committee also produced a bookleton the
school, outlining its history and emphasizing the var-
ious activities offered. This project was particularly
successful due to the kind co-operation and assis-

tance of the principal, Mr. Willard Davidson.
|

Let’s make a
Real climb this
yarin

yearin
Membership.

The committee also organized the class mothers
and instructed them on the work of Federation, so
they would be able to answer any and all questions
on the work of the organization.

Noting that it is becoming increasingly difficult to
“sell” memberships, she said the “Home and School
News is a tremendous selling point.”

After the initial drive, class mothers at Christmas
Park phoned parents and urged them to join. More
than 100 children were enrolied in a ballet program,
but in order to participate their parents had to be-
come members of Home and School.

Mrs. Edge explained that Meet The Teacher Nights
and French Immersion sessions were also used to
recruit new members. Follow-up phone calls were
then made by class mothers.

Home & School is that voice!

Membership Award Winners

1. Award for the HIGHEST % OF MEM-

BERSHIP (FAMILY) IN HOME &
SCHOOL: -
LOGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL —
186 |
190

2. Award for HIGHEST % OF INCREASE
OVER LAST YEAR IN RESPECT TO
THE NUMBER OF FAMILIES IN THE
SCHOOL:

WILLOWDALE

3. Award for TWO YEARS OF CON-
TINUOUS HIGH MEMBERSHIP:
CEDAR PARK —

19
200

4. Award for FOUR YEARS OF OUT-
STANDINGLY HIGH MEMBERSHIP
OF A HIGH SCHOOL:

MACDONALD HIGH SCHOOL

FOUR SCHOOLSthat had 51% or better
increase in 1974-75 Drive:
JULIUS RICHARDSON

MERTON
NORTHMOUNT

WILLOWDALE
GLENCOE SCHOOL
HERBERT PURCELL
LINDSAY PLACE
SOUTH HULL
THETFORD MINES
WESTPARK

SQHOOLS who. have maintained their
high level of membership.

BEACON HILL
LAKESIDE HEIGHTS
MACDONALD HIGH
ROSLYN
SEIGNIORY
SUNNYDALE
CEDAR PARK

. CHRISTMAS PARK
WESTMINSTER

Now, More than Ever,
Home & School is
Needed in Quebec

You could say, we stand én our record
of previous achievements.

These have been many and beneficial
— thousands of hours of service-in the
schools; thousands of dollars'worth of
school equipment purchased through
money-raising ' activites, lobbying with
boards and government departments
for necessary action in educational poli-
cy.

But the past is past — it’s the present
we are concerned with, and the future.

Now, more than ever, each school
needs a local Home & School Associa-
tion to help it in these times of financial
cutbacks and political pressure.

More than ever English-speaking par-
ents in this province need a provincial
body to voice their priorities and con-
cerns.

School committees and Parents’ Com-
mittees, a positive innovation in the
educational field, are limited in scope. In
a federation, off islands, of school com-
mittees, the English voice is non-existen.
And on the island of Montreal the Fédé- -
ration des parents, consisting of repre-
sentatives of parents from all eight par-
ents committees (two of which are En-
glish) does not voice English concerns
and priorities.

HOME & SCHOOL IS YOUR VOICE,
THE VOICE OF THE PARENT.

We have the drive, the office, the
structure and organization, the medium

- of a newspaper, and the experience. For

over 30 years we have been voicing En-
glish language priorities in education.
Quebec Home & Schoo! speaks to
Boards, government departments, Na-
tional and United [Nations bodies.
Through its connections with other pro-
vincial Home & School Federations and
its National Federation, it has educational
contacts with the rest of Canada.

BUT WE NEED YOU. The more mem-
bers we have, the more effective our
voice in the articulation of better educa-

tional policies for our children.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION NOW!






