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nongrahrlations to the Lac des Sables lake committee for succeeding in promoting compliance with boating

I regulations. Erik Wang and R6mi Cloutierbs eo-chairmen of the committee have obtained the cooperation of
\-/\'I3yor Pierrb Circe on a number of measures to improve safety on the lake in the coming season. Speed

limis wifl be enforced. Thanks in no small part to their efforts, the Muricipal Council has found grant money to
bcgin regular boating pafols, especially on crowded surnmer week-ends. The grant comes in large part fiom the
Socidte de sauvetage de Qu6bec and the provincial govemment. Regulations limiting the size of boats and motors
that non-residents can put on the lake are being tightened up. Information on boating rules on Lac des Sables will be
postd on our web site at www .com.

Reserend Mary hwin-Gbson of Tinity Church and Arthur Braneau of Iary haae joined to arganise a {undraising for
tlw Intrmtian Medical Foundatbn. Ttuir specific foau will be on thc English-spein;ng communitics. Numuous other
wlunteers lwte ioined a special committee established to raise money for oioo ,*nnu j* the haspital. A scanner is an
exgatsioe picu of equipment that would. rnt normalljt be supplied to a hospital tlu size of ours, but tfu Goomtrnent hos
accepud to pay lwlf the cost if the Faundation can raise the other h.atf by thc end of this year. This is quiw a challenge'
and the community is going to hszte to pull out all stops to succeed. You can reach Ranrend lruin-Gibson at 326-2146
for more infontatbn or mail your ilonation to thc Fondation m€dicale des l-aurentifus, 234 St.Vincent St., Su-Agathc-
des-Mottts, QC JSC 2BS.

The new Heritage Walking Tour is back from the printer. Carmen Cloutier and Pierrette Boivin have a number of
copies at the Information Cffce in the old railroad station and we have a f"ew at our oifice. Thanks again to the Ste.
Agathe municipal council and all those who conkibuted to this English-language version. Ste. Agathe hu, u very rich
history and this pamphlet barely scratches the surface of all there is to discover. The Heritage Committee is
exploring new ways to share that history and any archival material that you would be willing to share would be
greatly appreciated. Contact us at our ofd"" or *y one of the committee members.

Moisson des Pays*bn-Haut wishes to thnnk Mamn Cano^ila for its generous donatian again this year. Mazon Canada
k thc lsurish Community's responsit to hunger and has gben n thc food bank each yeo, iinu it was ftn_t approached in
1997.

Tlu Moisson's second-hand stme can nmu sell clotlrcs alnng with furniture and househotd goods. Those things that you no
longet rced are sol"d a aery modcst prices to the needy, and all profits are poured back into tht food bank's operations. For
ruore infomwion, call32G0077 or drop in at tlu Bazar at 750 rue Principale (Route ltT) just Nonh of the Autmouu
aoqws.

This year our sixth annual Canada Day ceiebration falls on a Sahrday. We hope to have many of the same activities
as trast year (and then some). We'd like to thank the various lake associations, merchants and the various other
groups that have encouraged this event and contributed to its success each year since i995. If you are scheduling
local events for your lake association please remernber that date. Ken Lefrangois has graciousiy accepted the
responsibiliW of co-organiser this year since Sheila and I have a famrly obligation t-hat will take us away tbr a part of
June.

(819) 326-4963
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www.E-Doncastef.com

F
or a long time, we have contemplated 'going online'. We came to the conclusion that it would be a
good idea only if it helped us develop our fundamental goals and vision. It must help us perform
better or the investment of time and energy would not be warranted.

Well, we now have a web site. We hope that it enhances the service that we try to bring to our community
and to that end we will improve and develop it. It will include a simple map outlining our primary market
area, a mission statement, our company history, pertinent extracts from back issues of the Ballytoo, a link
to the heritage walking tour, a tenant registry and, of course, properties for sale. It will be in French and
English.

While the site is accessible now, we have opened it up before completion only because there is a large
number of people who wish to rent cottages for the summer. We hope that the Tenant Registry will heip
us find them places to rent. We invite you to consult the site or to contact us if you wish to consult the
Tenant Registry. It will be available to homeowners who wish to explore renting their homes now and in
the future.

Please ctreck it ogt at www.e4oncaster.com or give us a call to learn more.

gtn HoRTtitER B. DAvIg (coxrrnueo)

Wolofslqy was right, and Davis made good by
supporting the Talmud Torah schools to the tune of
$5,000 a year for the balance of his life. Wolofsky
also states in his memoirs that Davis's contributions
frequently arnounted to more than 10% of the
budget of many of the institutions that he supported.

Davis passed away in Cannes, France on March 22,
1928 and his funeral, held in Montreal, was among
the largest in the hisory of Montreal,s Jewish
community. In his will" he left.75Vo of his estate to
be used for the constuction of a Jewish public
hospital that would bear his name. He felt that his
estate was not adequate in 1928, but that it would
grow to be in 50 years. The Jewish General
Hospital, which was started shortly after Sir
Mortimer's death, eventually became the
beneficiary of this estate and today i1 is known as
the Sir Mortimer B. Davis Jewish General Hospital.

Sir Mortimer's only child was killed in a tralTrc
accident in 1940. His divorced wife, Lady Davis,
who also spent a long time in France, financed

hostels for refugees fl""iog the Nazi advance. Upon
her retum to Canada, she gave the first Canadian
Spitfres to the wm effort and established and
maintained three rest-houses for the air force. An
estimated 500,000 servicernen used these houses at
different times. She was named a Darne
Commander of the British Empire after the war.
Later, she established the Lady Davis Foundation,
which helped relocate European scholars to Canada.
She died in Montreal on December 24,1963.

The Davis house in Ste. Agathe still bears the narne
he gave it: Chateau Belvoir, and today seryes as a
bed and breakfast. His Montreal residence is now
Purvis Hall on the grounds of McGill University.
Mount Sinai Hospital still exists and serves the
community in Montreal, but the buildings in Ste.
Agathe are looking for a new vocation.

*Inscriptton on Sir Manimcr\ cenwtery floflumaflt

Thanks to Imasco Ltd.; Richard Davine, Honorqry
President, Share Zedek Congregation; Allan Raymond,
historian, Temple Emanu-El.
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SIn MORTIMER B. DAvIS
PUILANTHROPI,sTX

He was knighted in recognition of his participation
in the first war, not as a soldier, for he would have
b€en 48 years old in 1914, but because he equipped
a full division of the Canadian army.

On July 6,1909, Sir Mortimer acquired lots l8a and
18b overlooking Lac des Sables in Ste. Agathe.
L,ord (Thomas George) Shaughnesqy, preside,nt of
the Canadian Pasific Railroa4 was the vendor of
record, but he had acquired it himself only shortly
beforehand, and the farm was just down the road
from Mr. Shaughnessy's own property.

Within two months of his acquisitiorg Mr. Davis
- becarne involved in helping a group of erstwhils

a4 ir Mortimer Brnet Davis was born in

-Monfieal 

on February 6, 1866 to Samuel
Y Davis and Minnie Falk Davis. The senior
Davis couple had emigrated from England in 1861
and Mortimer was their drird so4 one of sevsn
chil&en. He attended Monteal High School and
upon graduation joined his family's cigar business:
S. Davis and Sons. By the time he was 21, he was
aheady someone to contend with. He experimented
with tobacco and is credited with having established
its cultivation in Canada He founded Ritchie
cigarettes before the turn of the century and merged
it with the Imperial Tobacco Company of England,
ftereby establishing the Imperial Tobacco
Company of Cmada He was a director of many

including fte Union Baoh Henry Corby
Distillery, Empire Tobacco and others.

Fu all of the foregoing he is best rememb€red for
his contrillutions to the commrurity. Following the
umple of his parentq he gave to many charities
includitg Notre Dame, Montreal General and
Mount Sinai hospitals. He was not a religious nrelr,
md, while he remainod a me,mber of Te,mple
F.mznu-Fl which his fhflrer had helped to establisll
he also gave to the Talmud Torall the Bron de
Hirsch Institute, and the YMHA. In fact, he
uoderwrote the entire $420,000 cost of a ne$r
YMHA building. The "Y" was opened at Mount
Royal near Park shortly after Sk Mortimer's death.

farmers in Pr6fontaine. This Broup, headed by Mar
Ofuer, may have boen trying to set up a cofirmune.
Whatever their intentions, Davis ultimately
acquired the property and, together with Mrk
Worlona4 Moses Vineberg, Jacob Jacobs md
others, built the Mount Sinai sanitarium in 1910-11.

From the memoirs of Sheila's great-grandfather
Herschel Wolofsky, we learned that Wolofsky met
Davis at the Ste. Agathe tain station around this
same time and Davis invited him to travel in his
private rail car back to the city. Wolofslry, who
published the Kanadar Adler, a Yiddish newspalrcr,
tells how they discussed various charities in
Montreal and Ste. Agathe. Davis wanted to discuss
a particular publication. Here is an excerpt from
Wolofsky's booky Jounvy of My Life:

At about this time, I was isstrittg a bru&lua calhd
oThe Hamtner'. Hne ate prcsentcd a carto(m
shouing tva mosons utorking on a fiorwttsnt
puporths to relnesent Sir Muthwr's ummutwl
aaioities. Each of the swus represenud a different
irutitution that lwd receioed his stpprt. Bw tle
rnofli?neflt u)ds not cofiplctc. Tun sorcs still lay ot
tlu ground, one marhtd oTalmud Torah' and the
otlur oFedcrated Chority'. Beruart the corton a
m,ason wos represented as saiflg to his compnio4
*Hand ooer those fttto stlplrus and tlu nomnunt b
mmpleu!' The canoon u:as reprined in bth tlu
Eagle and the Chrunicle, and copies of all th*e
publicotiotts u)ere serrt to Daois.

As fate governs these things, Davis was saying th*
he saw no purpose in frrnding Talmud Torah
(Jewish education) becausg after all, these were
modern times. Out the window of the nai4 tre
Shawbridge Boys' Farrn was gliding by, and their
discussion turned to the number of Talmud Torah-
educated boys that were there, despite their
education. Wolofsky claimed that he believed that
there were none, and Davis told him if he proved to
be righq Davis would reconsider his position.

continued
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Thi, guph charts the number of houses sold and their average prices in a defined-area tL.*" h'"
.hos* a. ,ep.&oiative of a combination of both the recreational and primary m.arkets- It is ma& up of all sales of

fro*""."*Jt r"a for Ste ,q.g"tfr" N".a and that part of Ste 4gattte des Monts that was called that before its

amalgaurationwith Ste. Agathe Sud. This encompassos Lac des Sables, Lac B1016' Petit Lac tong and a number of

,-dL hk". in the penphery as well as the torwn of Ste. Agattre iself'
The average sale price in the most recent quurt#, skewed by the fact that one property sold for over teo

times the average of tlle.ot. As this property is subdivided and sold it will subsequently utc,ryase 
-Oc 

average

n,mber of sales and the effocts of ttir'*o*Ay will tend to be lessend. While the overall volume is d
signifrcantly changed this is a reflection of deseasing sqply in the recreational sector'

If you would like back issles of the l)oncaster Ballyhoo, give us a call or &op by. We will happily add the names of yo-rn friands

or neighbours to orr list ifthcy would likc to rcoci:vc thcir own copy- Plcase lct us know ifyou changc your ad&css' Flaving En

u""*s1s s6iling list helps us keep our costs (and waste) down.

Our office is open six days a week, closed Tuesdays.
Q.{ot intended to solicit p,roperties current\ listed lbr sale)
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150 rue Principale
Ste-Agathe-des-Monts, QC
Canada J8C 1K3

Tel: (819) 326-4963
Fax: (819) 326-8829

o-mail : doncaster@ste-agathe. com

Owned and oporated bY:
.Ioe Graham
chartered real estatc agd
Sheile Eskenezi
affrliated real estate agent

www.e-donaaster.com
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