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s My name is Elizabeth Wilkinson.
lza e Conrad Gugy and | meet in

® ® Europe. | join him here, and we live
‘ ‘ ) llkln S O n together. We're not married. If we
were, wouldn’t all | own become

legally his? Do you think that'’s fair?

Some say that it is my money that f ':‘-_
supports all of Conrad’s business
ventures. | love life on the farm in CASE

Yamachiche, and | excel at making
it prosperous.

When Conrad dies, | inherit *ERCC

everything. We have no children. | , Canec

am sworn in as a seigneuresse in

my own right in 1786 until my

death in 1794. | run the businesses —

well. e agtaise
Québec e

Male historians discount me in the

centuries after my death, but local

female historians like Michele

Gélinas realize that | was a force to

be reckoned with in my day.

And I've refused to succumb to
society’s norms.
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Madeleine
Marguerite de
Tonnancour

My name is Madeleine Marguerite de
Tonnancour, (1758-1824), but you can
call me Manette.

The photo of "me" is the house | grew
up in, with my five sisters and four
brothers. But what do | look like? My
husband says I'm the most beautiful
woman in all of Québec and in
Ireland!

I am one of the daughters of Joseph
Godefroy de Tonnancour, a rich and
powerful notary in Trois-Riviéres, and
the seigner of Pointe-du-Lac.

French is my mother tongue, but | fall
head over heels in love with an Irish
surgeon in the British Army, and he
falls just as hard for me! Love
transcends language, wouldn’t you
say? Love has shown me a hew world.

My father is mortified and forbids me
to marry a man so beneath my
station, and an English speaker at
that.

| don’t care what he says, and | can be
as determined as my father is - even
more so.

e SPOTIFY
e GOOGLE PODCASTS

Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois
d'expression anglaise

Québec e

LISTEN NOW

"From Burton
to Barton”

200 YEARS OF HISTORY
IN TROIS-RIVIERES

e MCQVIEWSANDVOICES.BUZZSPROUT.COM



O
O
=

VIEWS &
VOICES

Season 2




Dorothea
Judah

My name is Dorothea Judah. Never
call me Dot: that is vulgar. My
brother Uriah tells his friend Aaron
Hart about me, and Mr. Hart writes
to my father to propose marriage!

Aaron comes to England and we
marry in 1767, then travel back to
this place: Three Rivers. | am not
sure how | feel, because | am 20 and
he is almost 40, and his whiskers
are grey! My mother says that’s not
important, because he’s smart and
rich.

| have to build a home for us here in
this colonial town, but my faith gets
me through living so far away from
my mother and family. | observe all
my Jewish traditions faithfully.

Aaron and | have eight children. |
insist that my daughters get as
good an education as they can, so
we send them to the Ursuline
school. | often have big pots of stew
sent over to the good sisters, and
we make generous donations to the
convent.
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Annie
Hyland

My name is Annie Hyland, and I'm
from Sainte-Brigitte-des-Saults. In our
Catholic parish, everyone speaks
English and French when I'm growing
up in the 1870s and 80s.

I come from a musical family; some of
us play instruments, but all of us love
to sing.

| want more for my life than marriage
on a lonely farm. I'd like to see the
world, but how?

My mother cries when | leave in 1893
to join the Grey Nuns in Nicolet. | cry
too, but I'm excited to try new things:
maybe | can learn to play the organ?

Because I'm bilingual, I'm sent to
Alberta. | work in a school at Cardston
on a Blood reserve. | teach for 18 years
- music, of course - and I’'m the boys’
nurse for another 18 years after that.

I'll leave no record of what | see there,
of what | experience, and of how | feel
about it all: whether it changes me,
and whether or not I'll eventually
regret wanting to see the world after
all.
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Rose
Ellis

My name is Miss Rose Ellis, from
Sainte-Brigitte-des-Saults. I'm a
natural born teacher; my mother
tells a story of me playing school-
house with six chickens and a
piglet. | don't remember anything
of the sort, so whether or not it’s
true, | can't say.

Teaching is my life. | start a
bilingual school in Drummond-
ville in 1930 to train office
workers, naming it after myself.
It's a good Catholic school with
strict rules and morals. These girls
can really get ahead if they know
both languages and learn to be
disciplined and organized.

The school grows, and my sister
Lena teaches alongside me.
Every graduate finds a good job.

By the 1950s my school has an
enviable reputation all over
Québec, but | die in 1958 at 55
years old.
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Leslie Jo
Whitehea

| was baptized Leslie Joy Whitehead in
1895, but | prefer that you call me Jo.

| don't mind wearing dresses now and
then, but | also like wearing pants. |
like the freedom to choose.

By the time I'm 12, | can shoot better
than most of my father's friends. | can
also handle a canoe on pretty much
any river. My father is Charles Ross
Whitehead, and I'm just like him. We
always have to be on the move, doing
something, taking risks, he and | both.

When World War | breaks out, | want
to help. Not as a nurse, but as a soldier,
on the frontlines. Why not? That’s
where my talents lie!

I’'m stubborn and determined, and so |
enlist in the Serbian forces. The Allies
don’t welcome women soldiers, but
the Serbs do.

I’'m taken prisoner of war. | meet and
marry a Serbian soldier, with whom |
have two children.

| hate labels. | know what it is to live as
a man and as a woman. The term “non-
binary” doesn’t exist in my day.
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Hannah
Cook

My name is Hannah Cook. I'm a
Protestant born in England in 1781, but
I'm young when | come to Québec.

Like so many other women of my time, |
don’t hold any official positions, so there
are no records of my life beyond
marriage, birth, and death registries.
Sometimes historians catch a glimpse of
one of us silent females, usually through
our attachment to our husband or to
some other man. And so it is, with me.

I was a teen when | married Isaac
Phineas. He works as a timber agent for
the Harts, and for the French seigneur,
Toussaint Pothier. What does it matter
that he’s Jewish? For he tells me I'm
beautiful, he says he can't resist me, and
| feel safe with him. That's enough, isn’t
it? Many marriages are based on less.

Our four children can’t be raised Jewish,
because | won’t convert, and neither will
Isaac. So, we’'ve compromised and had
our kids baptized Catholics. | figure we
have all bases covered.

We are quite independent. | run our
store in Riviere-du-Loup and raise the
children. Isaac is away for long periods
for work. Absence makes the heart grow
fonder..doesn't it?
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Hélene
Elliott

Bonjour, Hello! My name is Héléne Elliott
and | was born in 1818. Once married |
become Héléne Bralé. Widowed, | marry
again and become Hélene Geldart. | first
marry a French Catholic man, and then
an English Protestant.

I live most of my life in a place called
Hunterstown. It's a logging town, cut
into the middle of the woods, northwest
of St. Paulin. Think of the Wild West,
with its lawlessness, hard drinking, and
back-breaking work, and you get the
idea.

One look at my family tree tells you
everything about what | want you to
know, which is this: people are people
are people. Whether they're Catholics or
Protestants, English or French, married
or unmarried, they're still just people,
the same as everyone else.

I'm descended from Acadians, Scots,
Catholics, Protestants, English, French
Canadians, you name it. Both my
grandmothers had children before
being married, as did my mother and
one of my aunts. Were their children
“born in sin” as the priests tell us? I'm not
very educated, but | think: nonsense.

Protestant or Catholic, | think that Jesus
loves all the little children just the same.
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Sarah
Hart

My name is Sarah Hart, but people
call me Sally. My husband, Moses
Hart, calls me names | won't
repeat.

Moses is well-known, both for his
business and for his philandering,
but me?

Well, I'm not much more than a
footnote in history. I'm too busy
ducking his blows, trying to keep
myself and our three children safe,
to even have a story of my own,
apart from him and his abuse.

I’'m a survivor. | want you to know
that. | survived. I finally couldn’t
stand the marriage anymore, and
went to court. | was desperate.
What a relief when, in March of

1816, the judges of the King’'s Bench

awarded me an annual pension of
£300 and | could finally get away
from my husband, that crazy man.

| still shiver when | remember
Moses telling me: “It would mean
nothing to me to kill you.”
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Mary
Douglas

My name is Mary Douglas, and | was an old,
old woman in Nicolet when Frangois Roy
was a young, young boy.

Born in 1880, | came to this part of the
world ages ago, when | was a tiny little slip
of a thing. An orphan.

No one remembers my story, nor where |
came from, and sometimes, even in my
own mind, it feels like | lived my whole life
as a servant to the Pinard family and was
never anyone else, although the Pinards
treat me kindly.

Don't feel sorry for me. | had a good life.
Better than many other orphans, like those
poor Irish children whose parents died on
boats and who finished the journey to
Québec, alone and lost.

Many Irish orphans were adopted into
farming families in Nicolet and St. Grégoire
in the 1800s. Sometimes, the priests would
bring the Irish orphan children to mass,
and display them on the steps of the
church afterwards. “Would anyone take
one of these poor children home?” When
some of those orphans, grown up, told me
about how it was, | would cry.

Francois remembers me, from when he
was little, although by then, | was as
ancient as an oak tree. Just ask Francois
what he remembers; he'll tell you.
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Rita
Miller

My name is Rita Miller, but | was born Rita
Dumoulin in 1916. | live to be 93.

My wedding is one of the happiest days of
my life, because my husband, Robbie
Miller, and | had to overcome a lot of
opposition to be married. He’s from an
English Protestant family, 'm French

Catholic. Although, everyone in my family .." e
is bilingual. : 3
Robbie converts to marry me, and is his CA.SE
mother ever upset! She comes around...

eventually.

If you think | am a simple housewife, think .

again! Two of my aunts are nuns in Toronto ’iérm
and | live with them for a year as a child to y e
learn English at Loreto Abbey. The sisters of sniorcer s capac
Loreto were once known as the

“Jesuitesses,” because they believe that

girls and women should have access to a

real education. SN ke M st

avec les O
d'expression anglaise

E3E3
For two years during WW2, | work in Québec eaea

Washington, D.C. at the Free French
Embassy. Maurice Duplessis selected me
for the job, along with several other young
women from TR for our bilingualism and
education. I'm even personal assistant to
Charles de Gaulle for a time, when he’s in
the U.S.

Robbie and | have three children. When
they're older, | work as a teacher at St. Pat’s

High School.
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