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Dew year.

You nay lwoe noticed the four historic panels placed around Sainu-Agattrc this ssfinner. Tlrey d66ib
four rwjor themes in our history: At the cCIrncr of Saint-Louis Street orrd T*, du Lac, just owside of I^a
Quimperlaise, there q one describing the history of our hospinls; at Parc l^agry-oru dewihs ttu
reaeatiorwl communitie:s; at the cornpr of Saint-Wncent and- Pincipale, one itlictibes ttu conmnciat
history; and the otu at the Catholic Church descibes the history of ttu iongregation. Sheila nanslated thes
into English ard copies of the tanslatbn are aoailable at the Touis* orrA il1or-otion Afi& at 24 Soht-
Paul Stea (th, ,ry railway station). The Heritage Comminee is continuing uith this prujen and tturc aiy
soon be more pancls installed. r 

.--

The Town Council of Sainte-Agathe has voted to name the road leading to the Chateal Bclvoir .Sir
Mortimer B. Davis Road." It runs up the mountain away from the lake over the properqr that once
belonged to Sir Mortimer. Over the next year a number of sueets and avenues will be revimd- This
results in part from the merger of the rwo Saiute-Agathes and the oppornrnity this provides to reniem
street names in terms of their historic cotrtext. Earlier this summer, thi Foundation oith. Sir Monimer
B' Davis ]ewish General Hospital chose our town for their walk-a-thon and it is likely that this event elso
influenced the decision of the council. Sainte-Agathe first named the streee in the centre of town in the
au.tumn of 1900.

Speaking of Sit'Moniyw Daois, the Mwnt Sirui Hospimt building may unll be slated for d"rffifr*
The building is siaaud on 164 acres of land in Prdfontairu and is o it *y edifue uith ai antcx, knoun
as the Nzrset Residcnce which uas addcd somc time aftcr the initial t;,rr*;. Mouttt Sizai Hos?iut
mooed to Montreal in 1990 and the building was sabsequently used by the Centre Hospialier
I- aurentienfor its long-tlrm care facilities but thry mooed *tin tgir. It is cowidqed n be poofly luot?n
ry lit kin'd of use and it is in serious need of repair, panicularly tlte Nurse\ Residerce. ft* fd funh
Moisson des Pays4'En-Haut, has been using one of thi out-buildings as its headqurtnt fo, ttu lost 6 yeats
and is in the process of trytng to establish o protoril with the nesbrwt Heahh tswrd and Munt Sbui m
continue m do so- It is sad to think that such a great historic-stnrcture will oanish ;nto history, k, ;
ahanatioe use has beenfound.

rre take this oppornrnity to wish you and yours a happy holiday season and a healthy winter, whether
you spend it Up North with us or down south.

(819) 326-4963
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r( n addition to its French Catholic core, Ste.

ll agutfl. also boasts large English-speaking
A.lewish and Protestant communities, and,
just like the French, these others are founded

upon the efforts and encouragement of strong

leaders and benefactors. Two such men were
Sir Mortimer B. Davis and Lorne McGibbon
and despite their differing roots, they lived
surprisingly parallel lives. They were both
born to well established families; both
attended Montreal High School, both became

business leaders in Montreal, and both chose

to holiday in Ste. Agathe. Even their choice of
property was similar. They each built iarge

stone homes on the south side of the lake on

huge tracts of land with commanding views.

Each property had a peninsula jutting or"rt into
the lake, and both homes survive today,
although, at least in the case of Lorne
McGibbon's, in somewhat modified fonn.

Most importantly, both men were major
benefactors of tuberculosis hospitals in Ste.

Agathe. The Laurentian Sanitarium was
largely the achievement of Lorne McGibbon
and Sir Mortimer B. Davis was the major
contributor to the construction and operation
of Mount Sinai Hospital.

When Dr. Richer's hospital bumed down in
1902, its loss did not put an end to TB
treatment in Ste. Agathe. There is sufficient
evidence that even prior to the founding of the
(icher hospital people were coming for 'the
cure'. This cure, pioneered by Dr. Bremner in
Germany and Dr. Trudeau in Saranac Lake,
New York, consisted of obliging the patient to
shed all responsibility and move to a cool, dry
climate high above sea level. There, he or she

was to rest and let nature do her work.

refers to other buildings that had previously
been used for the cure. He lists seven different
private sanitana adding 'et cetera' to the end

of the list, all the rvhile protesting that the TB
patients in Ste. Agathe tn no r,vay endanger

the health of other visitors and residents.

There are man],' stories of people coming to
Ste. Agathe and buying a property simply to
allow a sick family member to 'take the cure'.
Many of us are descended from these TB
patients. ln a very real sense, the story of Ste.

Agathe is the story of TB which was a very
important aspect of our society. Who can
forget the once ubrquitous cross with the

double horizontal axis that was the symbol of
TB care and fund-raising, or the annual tests

in the schools to make sure we rvere not TB
positive.

When TB was finally conquered with
streptomycin in 1954, Ste. Agathe went into
an economic tailspin from u,hich it has never
fully recovered. Even now, a debate continues
over what to do rvith the Mount Sinai

Hospital building that sits abandoned and

deteriorating on a hillside above Prefontaine.
At the same time, the original building of the

Laurentian Sanitarium, a beautiful three-

storey Tudor structure, stands behind the
hospital and is only partly in use as

admi nistrative oflices.

This fall the Ste. Agathe city council voted to
name a road going over the original Davis
property the Chemin Sir lulortimer B. Dat'is,

but Lorne McGibbon still awaits similar
public recognition.

It will take two luture editions of the

Ballyhoo to dessribe these two gleat

benefactors. lt will take rnany more than that

to recount even a lragment of the stories that
resulted from this period.

The importance of the cure in Ste. Agathe life
can be seen in Dr. Grignon's Album
Historique from 1912. Not only does he list
three TB sanitaria and preventoria, he also
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often ask me what they should do to prepare their house for sale. Should they paint the wall where the

pipes had to be repaired? Organise the basement? Fix the leaking roof? Put bread in the oven? My reaction
is usually very cautious. Most often the question is asked yith a view to getting a.higher price from the sale

of a house. The motives are fine, but the hour is late.

Some people are more organised than others, of course, but aside from such differences, it is usually possible to tellif a house 'works' by its state of order and repair. The feeling that one gets when entering a house answers the
question "Does it work?" If it is very disorganised, it is possible that the f,oor" simply doesn't work. Chances are
that the places that things are supposed to go are not logiial and natural,and, as u ,"ruit, things tra"e a tendency to
not get put away properly.

On the other hand, some people are meticulous and well organised and they can, even unconsciously, compensate
for a house's weaknesses.

If you are not a well organised person, or if your house is not well set up to help you keep it orderly, the first *ring
to do is to get rid of clutter. This is something that usually costs nothing and wiil ullo* u rlrltor to get a feeling foi
how her own furniture will fit. This does not mean the house should be ernpty. An adequatety furnished house will
allow a purchaser to gauge room sizes and may well direct the eye u*ay-fro- the contents altogether- When in
doubt, err on the side of sparseness.

Next, make sure it is clean. Clean houses always sell faster and better. Shiny services should have a sheen to therr
and windows should be transparent. If your house looks into the sun, the windows may become a particular
challenge. Every little mark seems to show up as though nature is compensating for the advantage of the opor*".

In country houses, these_ samg rules apply very much to the grounds and oritbuildings. An empty shed is an
invitation to make use of it. A full one presents an overwhelming task.

Organisation and cleanliness are the two fundamentals. Getting beyond these, you can look at what has to be fixed
and what was never completed, but there are costs associated with ihis next siep. The best answer that i .* gin" ,o
people who ask me what action should be taken to make the house more sellable is that they shoud Jo *tut tn.y
would normally do if the house weren't for sale. The state of a house is a reflection of the owner's pride and ability.
These are not things that a real estate agent can change with a few words of advice.

ln some cases it is even counter productive to grve advice. Once I had a vendor who was btind to the obvious
defects that both the buyers and I could see. There were water infiltration problems, stained walls and bulging in the
concrete block foundation. The price in no way reflected the sorry state of the house. Finally I sat dowi with the
vendor and gave him a detailed list of the obvious problems in an attempt to have him readjusihis price. He told me
he w-ould conside,r my concerns and, a few weeks later, he called me back. "Everything is correctd,, he informed
me' When I arrived to congratulate him, I found that the problerns had been 

"*p".tly 
hidden. A wall had been built

over the collapsing foundation and the water stains had ali been covered with new architrave.

The guiding principle of-frow to prepare your house for sale is well expressed in the old French saying: ,2gir
comme bon pdre de famille. " As a good father would care for his family, so a good homeowner will care for his
property.
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If you would like back issues of the Doncaster Ballyhoo, give us a call or drop by. We will happi$ add the names of yoru frieods

or neighbours to our list ifthey would like to receive their own copy. Please let us know ifyou change your address. Ilaving an

accurate mailing list helps us keep our costs (and waste) down.

Our offrce is open six days a week, closed Tuesdays.
(Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale)
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150 rue Principale
Ste-Agathe-des-Monts, QC
Canada J8C 1K3
Tet: (819) 32G4963
Fax: (819) 326-8829

e-mail : doncaster@ste-agathe. com

Owned and operated by:
Joe Graham
chartered real estate agent

Sheila Eskenazi
affrliated real estate agent

inc.Dq#mtter
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While we are far from the number of transactions that we saw in 1988 and 1989, the average

sale price has been increasing over the last few quarters. The high third quarter.average

reflects an increase in the sale of second (vacation) homes. This is because waterfront homes

are selling and their average value is generally higher than the average. price for a local
principal residence. We estimate that a recreational buyer willbe willing to pay up to 757o of
the value of his own principal residence for a second home making it difficult for local

buyers just looking for a place to live to compete;

;


