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i-I-ttt" Regie regionale de la Santd des Laurentides has decided tha.t sorne of our long-term care facilities are no longer

! adequate, and they ar9 studying plans which include the building of a large centre in Ste-Adele. The reasoning
I behind this include demographic projections suggesting that the need lor long-term care will be greater in the future

in Ste-Adele and that Ste-Agathe has too many places avarlable. The Regie made four proposals with prices attached,
suggesting that the rnost expensive route to follow would be to renovate the existing buildings and that the least expensive
one would be to close them down and build a new building in Ste:Adele. The buildings that they envisage closing are the
Mount Sinai Hospital, the Pavillon Grignon (beside Trinity Church on Pr6fontaine), the Foyer Ste-Agathe on Godon, and
the f'ew long-term beds currently in the Pavillon Joannette (the main hospital building) as well as the Manoir de la Pointe
Bleue in Ste- Marguerite.

When their original announcement was made it caused a lot of reaction in Ste-Agathe. At the public hearings, it was
impressive to see how many organisarions came and presented their positions in favour of the Ste-Agathe community and
it is sobering to realise how much it was needed. The Chambers of Commerce for Greater Ste-Agathe, St-Donat, St-
Adolphe, St-Faustjn-Lac Carre/Lac Superieur, Arundel/Barkmere/HuberdeauMontcalm, St-Jovite and Mont-Tremblant all
got together and made one concerted appeal. The hospital administration was there, the towns were represented and our
Heritage Committee also made a presentation. Most recormnended that the R6gie opt in favour of a scenario that would
keep most of the beds in Ste- Agathe. Unfortunately, Mount Sinai Hospital may not be able to be saved in a.ry case. The
whole question seems to have colne up in the first place because Mount Sinai Hospital was condemned as being too
dangerous to be kept in service withoul major renovations. It is also felt that it is not practically located for long-term care
beds. As most of the briefs underlined, our whole hospital installation would be threatened by such a move to Ste-Adele,
and the quality ofcare available to all our residents, not only those in long-term care, would be compromised.

The day after thc March l8'h hearings, the Gazette carried a story which included a rumour that Pierre Pdladeau has
offered his Ste-Adele property for a long-tenn care facility It struck us as an explanation for the Regie's apparent
favouring of Ste-Adele. This man is held in such esteem for his business success that it could easily influence members of
the Rdgie. However, land is available for the construction of such a facility right on the grounds of the existing hospital,
and it is in many ways lnore suitable than Mr. P6ladeau?s site. Let us hope thaigood sense prevails in the deliberations of
the Rdgie and that we will be able to preserye the quality of health care that our colnmunity has worked so hard to
rnaintain.

We reully bil olf a moulhJill v'hen tre prttnri.setl ttt deul trith the prol(L't t() nt(rg( tht,thret,.\te-.|guyhe.s. lt i.s the subjec,t ol
our 'What's il Worth' oncl ils u'riting tlelayetl puhlishing ol this i.ssue rl thc Rullt'hoo jbr tt ruonth. Pleeue shore 1'our
reoc'lions ancl your thou54hts.

lhe first phase of the study of Ste-Agathe's uchitectural historl, has been cornpleted. Recommendations are being made to
the rnunicipal council to encourage rnaking our architectural history a major therne in all future development and
renovation. Specific recommendations pertaining to architectural details and historic buildings were also madq We hope
soon to be able to publicly identify some of the older buildings along with their history, throirgh the use of such tools as a
walking tour booklet and historical markers on buildings of note. The city also plans to go ahead with the redevelopment
of the downtown w-aterfront park and parkirg are4 starting this spring, in an effort to make it more atractive and more
easil.r- accessible.

itr'e ure'herril at v'ork on pfans 1br thrs year's Juty I't (-anacla Day celebrations ancl look/brward ro seeing you there
(tq(t in'

(819) 326-4t963



lFlhue lFiirrsrt lEruuro
7-flhere is no evidence of any settlement

I of Europeans, English or French, in
I the Ste-Agathe area prior to the

small community that began with the

Dufresnes and the Menards in 1849 There
tnay have been camps lor ,:uurt'ur'; tlt' bui.t

and for lumberjacks, but nothing morc.

Loyalists and British veterans had been

settling along the Ottawa Valley since the

end of the American War of Independence,

and they tended to move upstream along the

tributaries. Thus the Enghsh torms of
Lachute and Brownsburg a lrttle further
upstream along the North River frorn St.

Andrew's, and the English townships that
spread up the Red River towards Flarrington
and Arundel.

During these early days of the 1800's, the

French-Canadians were under the influe.nce

not just of the drsenfranclrised seigneurs. but

also of the Catholic Church, and the latter
ll,as much'stronger. The Church's concems

were different from those of the seigneurs. It
rvas less concerned with the well-being of
the seigneurs' fiefs than r,vith the strength of
its own parishes. They perceived the English
as a threat less because of their language

than because they were Protestant. In the
1840's there was a large influx of Swiss
Protestants, aRd their Fr,ench-speaking
Protestant congregations were a serious
concern to the Church. Even though Serge

Laurin in t'lisloire des l,aurenlides states

that the proselytizing of these Protestant
parishes had liule influence, the Church
perceived them apprehensively. They were
one of the catalysts that brought about the
systematic encouragement of Catholic
settlement of the North River above St-

Jerome and ultimately to Ste-Agathe.
Laurin suggests that all the French-Canadian
colonists u,ho moved into this area were part
of a conscious movement to "assurer la
sun,ie de la 'race'l' but in fact there were
too many conflicting forces at work in

Deaum S,erfrfll,errs
It
French-Canadian society at that time to
credit such an idea and'such a high level of
consciousness. After all, it was Maximilien
Globensky who headed the thousands of
French Loyalist lorces in the battle against

the Patrides in St-Eustache and it was A.N.
Morin who picked up the Pieces and

elirninated the seigneurial system

afterwards. French society was clearly in
flux and subiect to 

'the whims of the

ditferent power elites jockeying for control.
It is fair, however, to credit the Churcir with
a coherent pian to create as many Catholic
parishes as possible and to try thereby to

stem the advance ofthe Protestants.

From 1850, a rapid colonisation of the Ste-

Agathe area began. The families that were

arriving to homestead were French Catholic
and they were coming from seigneuries and

viilages w'here opportunities did not exist.

The system of tenant farming r.vas fallirig
apart. The new generation found'that they

could no longer simply divide the famiiy
holding and tarm lnore intensively on

srnaller plots. At the same tirne, the power

struggles and social collapse of the early

part of the century had left the people

leaderless except for the Church. The more

ambitious were going to New England to
work in factories and the rnore conservative
were being lured northwest to places like
ours by initiatives such as those undertaken
by A N. Morin. It was, in a way, a great

winnowing. Those who chose to come to the
Laurentian townships were determined to
maintain the values of their parents, while
the emigrants were disillusioired and

determined to find a better life. As a result

our towns were built by a selection of the

most conservative and most loyal families
that could be assembled. They were farmers
for whom any other activity was just a

distraction, something that kept them from
their destinies on the soil. Paul Meunier is a
good example. After successive crop



Tlne Finst Europearn Settllens (cormttrtruedl)

failures in the 1860's, he abandoned his
rocky fields on the shore of Lake Manitou
and went to work as a lumberjack as far
away as Michigan simply to raise some
money so that he could come back to his
fields and try again.

Over the years, he got out onto the fields to
help his farmers in their failing enterprise
and did all he could to bolster the small
colony On the 29th of April, 1861, he
deeded half of his northern f-ann to the
'( urpot'ult()n l:.pi,t1'opttl<, ,1c .\ lt ttttrtirtl' irr

order to encourage the construction of a

chapel and this land is the srte of the current
Catholic church. His namc lives on in the

Among the pioneers of this small hamlet in
its first generation was a doctor named Luc
Eusdbe Larocque. He traveled in his early
days to California where he is reported to
have amassed a small fortune during the
gold rush. When he acquired his property in
Trout Lake, he was already the oldest
practicing . physician in St-Jerome. One
imagines that he was a romantic who was
struggling against the tide of change as were
virtually all the pioneers of Ste-Agathe. He
must have wahted to set up a seigneury, for
he acquired several farms, one of which was
at Trout Lake and the other ran along tire
west side of rue Principale down to the
water of Lac des Sables. Each summer,
neglecting his practice, he came north to
Ste- Agathe by horse and buggy and looked
after the farmers to whom he'd let out his
land. His wife refused to accornpany him
because she did not like the north, but he
never gave Up trying to change her mind.
He'd write poems about the beauty of Trout
Lake and send them to her hoping to soften
her resistance. She, in reaction, painted
landscapes inspired by his poetry to show
him upon his return, but. never accepted to
come out herself.

name of the street that runs behind the
church and down to the water. Eventually
his fortune was weakened ar,d aftei his
death his children had to sell the balance of
the farm at a sacrifice price

Many of today's families arrived during this
period and the area experienced an initial
healthy groMh. The forest was removed in
the form of lurnber or potash and the first
grain crops turned out well, but the willing
farmers of the 1850's ,and 1860's were
discovering that grain could not be grown in
our soil. The crop flourished for a year or
so, and then the soil was exhausted. Slowly
the farmers were turning their fields over to
cattle. Sadly, with our short seasons and
rocky soil. it was very difficult to harvest
enough hay to winter a herd, and the farms,
instead of being the rich valley farms that
these pioneers had left behind, were
subsistence operations. Nevertheless,
determined families stuck by their fields and
the community maintained. The first
generation that grew up without a memory
ofthe rich seigneuries that their parents had
left were a hardier breed and had a lesser
legacy to leave to their children

Meanwhile, Protestant colonisation was
pushing its way up the fertile valley of the
Red River and by 1856 the town of Arundel
was created. This predates the town of Ste-
Agathe by 6 years and added geatly to the
sense of rivalry that the Catholic Church
perceived as existing between these two
communities. Ry the late 1860's this
perceived rivalry had become nothing short
of, an obsession on the part of the Catholic
Church and in 1868 the Church finally
lound a champion u'ho could carry this
mission forrvard. Antoine Labelle was
rramed Cure ol'the Parish of St. Jerome in
I 868



What's it Worth?

Is the Whole Greater Than the Sum of the Parts?

T 7 ey words to look for in the debate over the merging of the three Ste-Agathes are "regroupernent"

l( and "fusion". The idea of putting the three municipalities back together has been around for
I\.o*e time. During each of tite trri three Ste-Agathe-des-lvlonts municipal elections it has been

discussed. The three were once all apart of the parish of Ste-Agathe. trt was created on Jnrluary 1, i863
when the area was offrcially recognised as a region distinct from Ste-Adele. Shortly after its creatron. parts

of the townships of Howard Doncaster and Wexford were annexed to the new municipality. Originally

named after the lake, it was called altemately Lac des Sables and Canton Beresford, but since it included

parts of Morin and present-day lvry, its name was officially changed to the less specific Municipality of
the Parish of Ste-Agathe-des-Monts on March 25, 1885.

In 1896 the Municipal Corporation of Ste-Agathe (La rnunicipalild du village de Sainte-Agathe-des-

Monts) broke away from the Parish and comprised only parts of the second, third and fourth ranges of
Beresford (those parts that surround the lake). Subsequently lrrry broke away in 1912, Val David in 192i

and Ste-Agathe-South in 1964. In each case the new municipalities were set up to simplify and localise

administration. "Ioday, the argument in favour of fusion is based on the provincial govemment's costs and

on the need for co-ordinated urban planning and sharing of seruices.

While seventy percent of Quebeckers live in 8.5Yo of the tor,r,ns, forty-three percent of the municipatrities

have lSss than 1000 people. IVlore importantly to the govemment, the smaller the municipality, the greatgr

the percentage of its budget is paid by the provincial govemment. On average, the province funds 4.75CI/o

of municipal budgets. For centres of 10,000 people irnd more, the cost is 2.3% and dropping. The figures

climb above 33.3o/o for villages and parishes of less than 1000. At the sarne titne. costs of the urbzm

infrastructure are borne by the taxpayers il the towns even though the residents of-the villages and panshes

that surround them benefit from the services. The obvious examples of this in Ste-Agathe are the schools

and churches. There are tive public schools and seven congregatiotrs that hold property rn Ste-Agathe-des-

Monts. As well, the hospital, sports arena and infonnation offices as well as the governrnent buildings and

post office are in Ste-Agathe-des-Monts. Wtrile the costs of these commonly used seruices and their road

networks are subject to negotiated understandings between the rnunicipal councils, there is no enforcement

possrble should the negotiations be judged unfair by one of the parties.

As an example of an issue crying out for co-ordinated planning, there is a large excavation to the west of
the main road running through Ste-Agathe-South which rs intended t"or a super rnall. Should such a mall

be built, Ste-Agathe-des-J\4onts will not be consulte<l. lt is clear that the scale of the plo-iect n'ould have a

rnajor impact on the latter rnunicipalif.n- and its inti'astructures, yet rt rvill run the risk of trosing its

cornmercial district. Should the towns be fused, a mall of this scale could be evaluated in tenns of its
irnpact on the abilitv of the whole regron to withstand it and equitable tar distribution would be possible .

Ste-Agathe-des-lvlonts business owners hate been encouragrng the teno\-atlotr attd rcstoraticln o1'theil'

buildings with a comlnon therne of respect fbr our archrtectural history. The clf.v- has corntnissioned a

large study to encourage this initiative and hopes to be able to provide guidance to prollel-ry- ou'ners who

wish to develop this therne. lt has alread!, encouraged a new respcct i'or our lristor-3,- and our architecture.

Ste-Agathe-South, by conrrast. owns thc rna-jor artery olentrl to the citl'and is the location of trtost ot the

last-food outlets and sen iue slalions.

or



What's it worth? (continued)

On November 14, 1996, all three municipalities were invited to preient brief's to the Commission de

consulration sur'le regroupement. Predictably, the brief presented by Ste-Agathe-des-Monts toed the- Iine

while the other two voiced objections. In Ste-Agathe-North the council was only eleven days old and can

be forgiven for not having developed clear arguments other than to point out th1 lr'ry should 
-also 

be

involved in the drscussions. The govemment listened at least to that point and in early March added Ivry to

the list. Ste-Agathe-South's main thrust was that Ste-Agathe-des-Mont's collective agreementq are out of
controlandthatitshouldgetitsowntircalaffairsinorderbeforethediscussioncanprogressfurther.

The Commission has identified 415 municipalities in the province that it feels should be merged. Of these,

32 are in the Laurentians'and the projection is that they wouid become 14 municipalities. At this stage, the

governrnent has offered to pay for the cost of a study for any municipality that acceptq to. undertake. it
befo.e January l, 1999. Should a mqicipality not wish to do the study in cooperation with the

Commission, it *ill still receive hatf the cost for a study of the town's own choosing. The municipalities

that merge betbre this date will receive a per capita grant of $ I 00. This is an existing programme with a

provision that they would receive only half that amount if they meJge after that date.

There is another grant that assures merged municipalities the same t-rnancial support as they would

otherwise have had. lt will continue for between five and eight years. As well, thifty-six million dollars

will be ready to help those towns that succeed in presenting a proposal for merger within the deadline to

combine their infrastmctures, provided that the merger takes place.

Over all, the Comrrussion has been mandated to off'er incentives. but it is hard to imagine that incentives

will succeed. As Mayor Circe of Ste-Agathe-South pointed out, if his adrninistration had gone into an

election campargn favounng this issue last fall, they would have been swept frorn of{ice.

It is difficult at this point to take an inlonned position. Wlrile the merger rules are very flexible. even

allowing for each existing municipality to remain responsible for its own debts, prionties hke those

pertarning to collective agreements with ernployees and even the choice of experts to undertake the study

itand in th" *ry. Nlost of the public reaction has been concerned with unfbunded fears of the urbanisation

of mral areas, with a favourite bugaboo being that sidewalks aren't needed in Lac Quenouilles. These are

neighbourhood issues. and even the densely populated areas of Ste-Agathe-des-Monts cannot be obliged

to have sidewalks if the neighbourhood concerned votes down the initiative. Even the cunent municipality

oannot oblige residents of a neighbourhood to accept rnodifications to the rntiastructure if the residents

object. What needs to be defined is what the nature of the ditTerent neighbourhoods would b9 aft-ei

*"rg"r.. These and other cnteria need to be exaluined rn the course of the study. For. examble, the

committee is acknowledging that where a bilingual municipality is being forced to rnerge, thereby losing

its non-French rnajority, it wiil be protected anyyay Since English-speaking property ow-ners fbrm such a

significant proportion of our recreational hornes, we as taxpayers should be asking our councillors to try to

ob,tain bilingual recognition fbr certain neighbouriroods, if trot the whole rnunicipalitv. This is not tar-

fetched. I feel it would happen if enough of us rnalie our lbelings known. Sorne of the towns are just

waiting fbr this kind ol pressure tr-our the taxpa.vers. For eratnpie St-Adoiphe is sending out its
informarion bilingually -ercn though it does not hare the otllcial status. and both Ste-Agathe-des-\lonts

and Val David ofter English cornrnunicatton as an option on their teiepirone s,n-stelrls.

.\s long as the government limits the Commission's power to that of incentives, it is irnprobable that

t'usion rviil ever succeed. Should it depide that the mergers will be tbrced ou the towns by a certain date,

then perhaps the munioipalities will work seriously together to rnake the best deal in an inevitable merge!.

It rs onlr the urll of the pror incral go','enrrnent that can determlne llle outcome.
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Our office is open six days a week, closed Tuesdays.
(Nol intended to solicit properties currently }isted lor sale)

1 989 ,1990 1991 1 992 1994 1995 1 996
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N'lost of the transactions reporled in the most recent quafier shown in the above graphs were
principal residences. Almost twenty-five percent of them were sales by banks, or between

banks and the CMHC. The average price of recreational properties is generally higher than

that of principal residences, and generally where one quarter,shows a much higher average

sale price it can be attributed to the saie of one recreational property. When the number of
sales is down around 20 to 25, a couple of sales like this can skew the graph. It is hard for us

to differentiate between principal and secondary residences, but we can conclude that a rise in
the average price is a sign of a greater nurnber of trades in the secondary residences.

IfyouwouldlikebackissuesoftheDoncasterBallyhoo,giveusacallordropby. Wewillhapfilyaddthenamesofyourftiends
or neipihbours to our list if thel would like to receire thet own copy. Please let us know if you cliange your address. Having an

accurale mailing list helps us keep our costs (and \ aste) down.
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150 Principale
Ste-Agathe-des-Monts, QC
Canada J8C 1K3
Fax. (819) 326-8829
Tel: (819) 326-4963

e-mail : doncaster@polyinter.com

Owned and operated by:
Joe Graham
chartered real estate agent

' Sheila Eskenazi
atfiliated real eslale agent

Chadered Real EsEte Broker
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