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This beautiful new 32 page 
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NOT FOR POWER OR GLORY 
I have been called upon 

to serve as your president. 
It is a great honour, a 
great privilege, and a 
great responsibility. The 
more so, because of the 
calibre and accomplish-
ments of our previous 
presidents. 

My friend and pred-
ecessor, Mowbray Clark, 

REUBEN RESIN has done an outstanding 
job, difficult to equal. I know you would 
want me to thank him on your behalf. To 
this I would add a personal tribute to his 
leadership, understanding and unfailing good 
humour, which made it a privilege to work 
with him. I have learned much that will 
stand me in good stead. 

And now, at the start of another H ome 
and School year, all of us, and especially 
those of us who have been summoned to 
positions of leadership, should keep our sights 
unswervingly on the aims and objects of our 
organization. Let us not forget that we are 
in Home and School to acquire a better 
understanding of our children and make of 
them healthy, happy, and well adjusted 
individuals. Everything we do in Home and 
School should have the welfare of children 
as the point of departure as well as the goal. 
Can you think of anything more worthwhile? 

For Home and Schoolers there is no power 
and no glory. We must approach our job 
with understanding and humility. Humility 
does not imply a sense of inferiority, or fear, 
or uncertainty, or lack of confidence. It docs 
mean a sense of proportion, a sense of values, 
and the ability to assess the relative impor-
tance of our work and of ourselves. Let us 
take our responsibilities seriously - never 
ourselves. 

VOL. VJ, No. l Montrea.l, Quebec October, 19S3 

To help our children we must first under-
stand one another. We have some adjust-
ments of our own to make and prejudices 
of all kinds to overcome. None of us is free 
of prejudices, which too often we fail to 
examine in the light of reason and with the 
understanding that we expect of others. We 
have to make allowances for differences -
of attitudes, of points of view, of race, of 
language, of religion, and I could go on 
indefinitely. The eyes of our children are 
upon us, their ears are strained in our direc-
tion, and the example we set will be mirrored 
in what they are. We must be sure that what 
we do is consistent with what we teach. 

( continued on page 15) 
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WINS BUZZELL A WARD 

Winner of the Buzzell Award for 1953, 
Mrs. T. B. Hughes has an extensive back-
ground of Home and School Work. A train-
ed kindergarten teacher she formed a parent 
education committee in 1944 and in the 
ensuing four years trained 24 leaders. Since 
1948 she has organized, promoted and led 
child study groups. 

Sthool Radio Audiente 
Shows Rapid Growth 

Fifty-five per cent of the 21,650 English-
language schools in Canada are equipped 
with radios. This according to the CBC, adds 
up to a classroom audience alone of about 
one million students. Not t aken into account 
arc numerous shut-in students in hospitals 
and other institutions across the country and 
many adults who tune in to hear such 
productions as Shakespeare's Julius Caesar 
and Macbeth, and other programs of the 
CBC School Broadcasts. 

The great growth in the potential class-
room audience is reflected by figures showing 
that more than twelve thousand English-
language schools in Canada are now equip-. 
ped with radios, an increase of more than 
seven thousand over 1949. 

CBC school broadcasts arc now in their 
eleventh year and the programs arc planned 
by the CBC and the National Advisory 
Council on School Broadcasting. The council 
includes representatives of each of the ten 
provincial departments of education and 
teachers' organizations. The content of the 
programs is generally related to some phase 
of the school course or some aspect of life 
in Canada. 
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The Seal of P•rfecl 8okin9 

Look for the 
seal of perfect baking 

on every box of 
biscuits you buy. 

It's your guarantee of 
the best in biscuits ..• 

ChridieS 
Biscuits 
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ESTHER J. SWENSON Esther J. Swenson has been a teacher, 
principal, supervisor, and superintendent of 
schools and has also done significant research 
on the learning process. She is now professor 
of elementary education at the University 
of A labama. H er latest book is Arithmetic 
3, The World of Numbers. 

Why Do Teaching Methods 

"They just don't do things the way they 
used to," confides Mrs. Harper to her friend, 
Mrs. Snow. " I visited school today, and I 
simply don't understand why some things 
arc done as they are. T he children tell me 
about what goes on, too. And it's all so 
different from what went on in school when 
I was a child. Maybe it's a ll right, but 
I can't say I understand it. Why do ways of 
teaching change so much in one genera-
tion?" 

Mrs. H arper is honestly puzzled. She is 
only one of many parents who wonder, 
"Why doesn't my child get a book and start 
to learn to read as soon as he enters the 
first grade?" "J ohnnie says he didn't have 
spelling today. I don't sec why." "I knew 
all the multiplication tables when I was 
Mary's age. She says she hasn' t had any 
tables to study so far." "Why do the children 
move around so much?" "Why don't all the 
children have their reading class at the 
same time?" 

Of course, though school methods may 
have changed in many ways, much is also the 
same. In fact in some situations the parents 
might appropriately be asking, "Why don't 
teaching methods change in our school as 
they do in others?" 

Changes in teaching methods, like changes 
in anything else, may be for the better or 
for the worse. This article will deal with 
changes that arc in general for the better. 
But we should always remember that 
whether or not a method of teaching works 
out as it should depends to a large extent 
upon how well it is understood by both 
teachers and parents. 

New Light on Behavior 
Why do teaching methods cl)ange? Among 

the numerous answers and partial answers 

Cl,1L119e.? 
that might be given to that question, the 
three that follow are fundamental: 

T eaching methods change as we extend 
our knowledge and understanding of chil-
dren. 

Arguments as to whether our schools 
should teach children or teach subject mat-
ter are useless, since we must teach both. 
Those who keep saying that we must teach 
children instead of subject matter are con-
fusing the situation. Obviously we cannot 
teach children without teaching them some-
thing-be it facts, skills, attitudes, or any-
thing else. 

If we can steer clear of this confusing 
and fruitless argument, we shall better pre-
pare ourselves to undestand how child study 
applies to teaching methods. The best 
teachers of both past and present genera-
tions have been those who were interested 
in children and who adjusted their methods 
in the light of their understanding of their 
pupils, both as groups and as individuals. 
Within the past two decades there has 
grown up, however, a more intense interest 
in ( 1) children's changing characteristics as 
they grow and develop and (2) the signifi-
cance of individual differences among chil-
dren. 

Although it has been evident all along 
that children do change and that they are 
different, the study of child psychology has 
led teachers to focus their attention on the 
effects of those changes and differences 
upon children's learning. T eachers who have 
extended and deepened their understanding 
of their pupils' abilities and behavior have 
had to revaluate their ways of teaching. 
Consequently those ways have changed. 

( continued on page 7 ) 
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Have you RENEWED your subscription to 

QUEBEC HOME AND SCHOOL 
for the 1953-54 season? 

If you haven't, see your Association Secretary or 
Magazine Convener right away-or complete and 
mail in the subscription form below. 

Take advantage of the reduced rate now in effect 
-50 cents for the eight monthly issues. 

-------- SUBSCRIPTION FORM--------

To Federation Secretary, 4589 Wilson Avenue, Montreal 28: 

Please send 8 issues of QUEBEC HOME AND SCHOOL for 1953-54 to 

NAME . . .. ... ... . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. ... . .. . . . . .. . . _ (Please Print) 

ADDRESS ....... .. ..... ........ .. ... .... .......... ... .. ..... . . 
I Include Postol District No. for MDnlreal) 

I attach cheque/money order for 50 cents. 

I am a member of .. .. .... ... .... ..... ... ... ........... ... .. ..... . Home and School Association. 
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TEACHING METHODS, cont'd 
Let us consider the child whose parents 

are concerned because he has been in the 
first grade for some time and has done no 
"reading in a book." Careful investigation 
of reading readiness, conducted with large 
groups of children and a t widely scattered 
locations throughout the country, reveals 
conclusively four important facts : ( 1) Chil-
dren vary widely in the ages at which they 
can profit by being introduced to reading 
activities. ( 2 ) Many entering first-graders 
need "getting ready" experiences, both in 
and out of school, more than they need 
to begin "book reading." ( 3 ) Readiness for 
reading is a very complex matter in which 
many factors play an important role- such 
as vision, hearing, general health, play 
experiences with other children, background 
of general experience, dt'sire to learn to 
read, mental ability, and adjustment to 
school. And ( 4) children who arc not forced 
into reading too soon, who have a chance 
to "grow into it" naturally, become better 
readers and happier children than they 
would be if they had to pick up a book and 
try to read before they were ready for what 
should be a deligh tful experience. 

We cannot force all children to read well 
at the same age any more than we can 
force them to grow up physically at the 
same rate. There is nothing necessarily 
wrong with Joh nnie or with his teacher's 
methods because he does not "read in a 
book" at the same age that Susie does. The 
main question is not "When does Johnnie 
get a book to read?" T he main question is, 
rather, "Docs J ohnnie start reading at a 
time when he can best profit from that 
experience?" The school's job is to fit its 
program to individual children's needs, not 
to fit all children to a fixed pattern. 
We've Learned a Lot About Learning 

Teaching methods change as we extend 
our knowledge and understanding of how 
people learn. 

Although we still do not know exactly 
what happens in the brain and nervous 
system when a person learns, from experi-
ments on lea,rning we do have a good deal 
of evidence to support certain shifts in 
teaching methods. 

T eaching is a process that aids learning. 
Learning may take place without teaching, 
but teaching takes place only when learning 
occurs. When better methods of learning arc 
found, teachers have a responsibility to see 
that children have a chance to learn by 
those methods. 

( continued on page l 6) 
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FASHION-WISE, BUDGET-WISE 
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MORGAN'S BUDGET SHOPS 
THIRD FLOOR 

fash ions designed for 
workaday smartness, for day-
to-date versatility, for thrifty 
purses . . . and Morgan's 
B.C.A. ( Budgeted Charge 
Account) makes it easy to 
plan your ward robe, pay as 
you wear . . . 

• 
HENRY MORGAN & CO. LIMITED 
You Are Sun, of Ouality of Morgan's - Coll Pl. 6261 
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A section of the head tcable cat the Ccancadlcan 
Federcatlon dinner. Right - Mrs. Newton P. 

Leonard, guest speaker. 

OUR CONVENTIONS 
This summer's conference are now a mat-

ter of history. But the great success of our 
own Federation Conference in May and the ' 
Canadian Home and School and Parent 
Teacher Federation Conference a month 
later, is significant in that it reflects the 
growing importance of the Home and School 
movement. At the latter conference our 
federation was privileged to distinguished 
Home and Schoolers from the other pro-
vinces. 

Much of the information emanating from 
these conferences could be helpful to all 
our associations. During the ensuing months, 
Quebec Home and School will provide in 
varying forms a digest of those discussions 
most applicable to our own individual asso-
ciations. 
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IT'S SO EASY. TO .ARRANGE • •• 
Just ask your local agent 

or write us In Montreal. 

WINSOR & NEWTON 
ARTISTS' MATERIALS 

FOR 
STUDENT or PROFESSIONAL 

THE 

Whether it's a class reunion, a 
big weekend game, a sightseeing trip, 

or an educational tour, it's a lot 
nicer travelling with your own 

congenial crowd. Go together on a 
luxurious Provincial Transport 

bus. Provincial gives you door to 
destination and return service. 
Accommodation limited to your 

immediate group- no outsiders. For 
comfort, privacy and money saving 

-charter a Provincial Transport. 

DRAWING SUPPLIES 
BLUE PRINTING 
PHOTO COPY 

REPRODUCTION 

HALIFAX 
MONTREAL 
OTTAWA 

TORONTO 
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WINNIPEG 
EDMONTON 
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. . . that practically all _the sterling silver 
so!J in 19 Birks stores across Can11da is made 
in Birks' own craftshops in. Montreal. 

. .. that groups of senior schoo_l pupils will 
be welcomed on a tour of our Silver Craft-
shops if accompanied by a teacher. Arrange-
ments should be made two weeks in advance. 

HENRY BIRKS 6. SONS (MONTREAL) LIMITED 
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BANCROFT 
Something very new and undertaken for 

the first time by any Association was "The 
Mental Health Series." This was a series 
of fivr films followed by discussions on every 
day adult problems. 

These discussions were directed by Dr. 
A. W. MacLeod, who is Assistant Director 
of the Mental Hygiene Institute. He was 
assisted by Dr. S. Barza, psychiatrist at the 
assisted by Dr. S. Barza, Psychiatrist at the 
Children's Memorial Hospital. 

All this was done on an experimental 
basis. Last season we had a membership of 
48. ( 40 parents-8 teachers.) 

Interest is quite keen as is noted by the 
membership. The Mental Hygiene Institute 
feels we are the' testing ground for a number 
of groups of this kind which will be spread 
throughout the City. They will learn from 
our reaction just how to go about it. M rs. 
Benjamin is the convenor and any associa-
tion interested may call her at BE 1379 for 
more information. Our program would not 
have been possible without the aid of the 
Mental Hygiene Institute. 

OUTREMONT 
With our April meeting our Home and 

School year came to an end. We did not, 
however, sit down, fold our hands and relax. 
No, we swung immediately into high gear. 

Our new president, Mrs. R. Straus, con-
vened all committees and plans were formu-
lated for the coming year. 

Our membership and magazine subscrip-
tion drive were held simultaneously in early 
September. Arrangements were made to 
print the necessary letters and the member-
ship cards during the summer so that every-
thing will be ready when school opens. 

Program planning for our association, 
embracing as it does both the Elementary 
and the High Schools, presented its usual 
difficulties. With the aid of the Program 
Planning Manual and the knowledge gained 
from the program planning sessions of the 
Quebec Federation Conference, we have 
scheduled an interesting and informative 
series of lectures. All dates have been set and 
the speakers contacted. 

Our projects committee embarked upon 
a very ambitious program. For our children, 
there is ballet and tap dancing, field trips 
and art classes. Our adult projects include 
wooodwork, child study groups, ballroom 
dancing and art classes. As far as possible, 
all arrangements have been made for leaders 
and instructors for our many projects. 

&MUMMY 
DADDY 
•ME 

TORONTO MEN TEACHERS' CHOIR 
WEST HILL HIGH SCHOOL 
October 30th, 8 :30 p.m. 

TICKETS: $1.00 
Available from Principals of Greater 

Montreal Board Schools 

THf ANSWER TO ALL YOUR RENTAL NEEDS 
Whether it's a • TYPEWRITER 

• ADDING MACHINE 
• DICTATING EQUIPMEN'I 

Special Rates for Students 
All Makes tf Portable Typewriters for Sile 

CALL US AT UN. 6-1492 
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• • • At Home 
"I am a part of all that I have met," 

says Tennyson. That really is a staggering 
thought. When we come to examine it, we 
recognize its truth. We got one idea at 
school, another came from our parents, a 
bias was set to our thinking by our travels 
hither and thither. And after serious analysis 
of our minds, we come to the reluctant con-
clusion that there is not much in us that 
is individual and has been our very own 
from the beginning. In fact, the rhyme that 
appears without fail in the children's auto-
graph books seems to sum us up pretty well: 

"There's nothing original in me 
Except original sin." 

Knowing from our own experience how 
many and how varied are the influences 
that have made us what we are, ought we 
not to take great pains that the children 
should come into touch with the best that 
is available for them, especially in that fas-
cinating realm of books? If my memory 
doesn't play me false, a certain bishop took 
as his motto a La tin sentence which may 
be translated thus: "Read, read, read; some-
thing will remain." Something will remain, 
but the question is what? That is a question 
that none of us can answer. 

Words That Stick 
Take, for instance, that very motto which 

I gave you just now. Why did I remember 
it? I t was given in a Latin class in Grade IX 
to illustrate the use of the Imperative, and 
I'm sure that my teacher would be amazed 

NO RAH MOORHEAD• writes . • • 
*English specialist at St. Francis High School, 
Richmond, Q ue. 

• • On Reading 

and • ,n School 
to know that I was still able to quote it. 
The memory is quite unaccountable- you 
know that just as well as I do. 

We never know when some words may 
strike a spark in us, and we do not know 
what sort of spark our words may strike in 
others. At the end of the war one of the 
boys I had taught returned to Lennoxville 
from Europe. His words of greeting have 
kept me guessing ever since. "Miss Moor-
head, as soon as I saw Stone-henge I thought 
of you." Of course, -I try to console myself 
that he wasn't thinking of the analogy of 
ancient monuments! 

And as we don't know which of the words 
we have heard and read we'll retain, like-
wise we don't know what words will come 
to our minds in a time of crisis. You will 
all recall the remarkable passage in "Kim" 
which tells of Kim's resistance to hypnosis. 
He had to have a mental life-line, and he 
clung to the multiplication table in English-
the learning of which was a great achieve-
ment for a boy brought up to speak Urdu 
as a native in India. 

A friend of mine told me of a session he 
had with a hostile committee. He saved 
himself fr0m feeling overwhelmed by their 
charges through the repetition of a line 
parodied from "Hamlet" that he had heard 
not many days before : "The slings and 
arrows of outrageous criticism." 

( continued on page 12) 
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ON READING, cont'd 
So much for my contention that we don't 

know when we'll come across a saying or a 
thought that will become a part of us, and 
we don't know when we'll need to depend 
on it. I don't feel that I dare to stress this 
point in the relationship of parents and 
children and of teachers and children. I t 
makes one think of the lines about an idle 
word, and truly the thought is terrifying. 

The Comics 
Now parents and teachers must teach the 

same things. I know perfectly well that if 
the school advocates one course of conduct 
and the home another, the home will win. 
For instance, I may groan at the sight of 
every comic book, and describe "True Life 
Story" and others of that ilk as trash. But 
if those papers are bought and read at home 
by parents and children alike, I'll be con-
sidered a bit queer. Although the papers may 
be kept out of my sight so that my strange 
susceptibilities may not be hurt, the children 
will feel that my judgment is faulty because 
it doesn't agree with that of their parents. 

I condemn the cheap sensational maga-
zines because they are badly written and 
the subject matter is intended to appeal 
to those who have mastered the mechanics 
of reading but whose minds are undevel-
oped. 

I condemn the comics because they are 
inartistic and unreal. Some people may say 
that their unreality provides an escape for 
the reader. The adult may need that type 
of escape- heaven help him if he docs- but 
the child still has an imagination which .is 
not atrophied and he doesn't need reading 
matter of this kind. I t's a lucky escape for 
the child who is not addicted to comics. 

"Comics" - what a misnomer! there's 
nothing comic in them. If children grow 
up with the idea that the situations therein 
depicted are comic, our sense of humour 
as a nation is doomed. 

I feel a sense of despair as I listen to the 
laughter with which an audience of grown-
ups greets what passes for comedy at the 
movies. Children under sixteen are excluded 
from movie theatres, but the comedies, so-
callcd, should appeal only to an eight or 
tc-n-ycar-old. 

The development of a sound sense of 
humour seems to me a most important part 
of education. It is definitely an adult quality 
and cannot be cultivated too early. For that 
reason I welcome the ·addition of "Life with 
Father" and "Sunshine Sketches" on the 
Extra English course in Grade X. 

( conti,iued 011 page 13) 
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O N READING, cont'd 
A ten-year-old girl said to me recently, 

"Daddy's such a funny man!" I made 
encouraging sounds, and she continued: 
"Before Christmas he went to Eaton's to buy 
us a gramaphonc record. When he asked for 
'Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer', the sales-
woman said, 'Breakable or unbreakable?' To 
which Daddy replied, 'Breakable, of course'." 

To me the remarkable thing is that the 
child should have seen the humour of that 
situation, and the very fact that she remem-
bered it and repeated it to me showed that 
she appreciated it. We all get howlers from 
the children of all ages, but we don't get 
a grrat deal of recognition for humour. That 
must be cultivated through reading. 

Important advice to parents is to scru-
tinize carefully your children's reading mat-
ter before they get hold of it. If it is not 
satisfactory, sec that it is put out of reach 
and substitute something that is worth read-
ing. I don't want high-brow stuff to be 
presented to the children, but I want them 
to read books which will make them want 
to read more as their mental powers expand. 

Good Reading in the Home 
Fifteen rents a week expended on the 

"Saturday Evening Post" seems to me a 
investment for high school pupils. 

Although the stories may not all be of the 
pure-as-driven-snow variety, one never sees 
the triumph of evil, and some of the stories 
are very amusing. T he cartoons are funny 
without being vulgar. 

Some of you may recall an incident of 
several years ago in connection with the 
" Post". The heroine of one of the serials 
was left in a doubtful situation at the end 
of an instalment. The next week at the 
beginning of the new instalment she was 
still there. A flood of letters reached the 
editor who published a fair sample of them. 
Finally he wrote his comment: "The Editor 
of the 'Post' is not responsible for the 
behaviour of the characters in the serials 
between instalments." 

I've read the "Post" for some years, and 
although I may object to its politics, espe-
cially during the past year, I consider that 
it is a magazine to which children may be 
exposed without coming to harm. 

It is most important that books should be 
discussed in the home. To have such dis-
cussions, every member of the family should 
read, and probably sometimes all will read 
the same book. From time to time it will 
be necessary for a pa.i;ent qr an elder brother 

or sister to read aloud to the younger chil-
dren. (From my own experience I can say 
that aunts are very useful for reading 
aloud.) In this way the youngsters can get 
the .benefit of a story which they are per-
fectly capable of understanding, but which 
would be too difficult for them to read to 
themselves. Thus the reading of a book 
becomes a valuable family experience and 
part of the home life. 

When I was studying John Buchan's 
"Greenmantle" with Grade X recently, I 
recalled how we read that book a t home 
many years ago, and the words, "Ja 
Cornelis", became my brother's only reply 
to the family for some time. · 

Problem of Censorship 
The question as to whether certain books 

should be forbidden always comes up. I'd 
say only that books of dubious tone should 
not be left where the children can find them. 
If en~ugh worth while material is lying 
about m an apparently careless fashion and 
if there is talk about books and re;ding, 
that ought to be the only incentive required. 
I don't know whether it does any good to 
take a book away from a child. I'd far 
rather see a child reading openly a book 
such as Boswell's "London Journal"- as-
suming that he had got hold of it from 
a source outside the school or the home: 
it couldn't be my copy because I don' t 
know where it is, and, furthermore, it hasn't 
my name in it-I'd far rather see him read-
ing it openly than discover him reading it 
furtively. " 

And then murder mysteries and detective 
stories. As a teacher I'm on very delicate 
ground here because many teachers have 
written good detective stories, and far be 
it from me to say anything that might 
deprive a colleague of readers and royalties. 
And I have a murder story simmering in 
the back of my own mind. I have the victim 
picked out but I can't decide on the death 
she- yes, it's a woman-is to die. 

We can speculate endlessly on the reasons 
why teachers write murder stories. One of 
these days a leading psychiatrist will write 
an article in "MacLean's"-"Should the 
writers of murder mysteries teach our chil-

F. David Mathias 
A R C HIT EC T 

1375 GREENE AVE. W I. 5684 
MONTREAL 
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ON READING, cont'd 

drcn ?" Then teachers will have to use pen 
names, and say that they are civil servants, 
it being well know that civil servants lead 
very sheltered lives and don't make friends 
and influence people-that is, all except 
those who work in the department of 
Income Tax. 

At any rate, some of the detective stories 
are well worth reading, and that form of 
literature has had the support of no less 
a critic than Somerset Maugham. For the 
most part, they provide entertainment, exer-
cise of the critical and deductive faculties 
and are not, like the comics, a waste of time. 
If children are interested in murder stories, 
they won't become interested in a life of 
crime because they will soon see that for 

every clever criminal there is a cleverer 
detective. 

Other Suggestions 
I'd like to see parents encouraging their 

children to keep a record of their reading. 
It need be nothing more than a list of the 
titles and authors. The growing list is a 
great incentive to reading. 

• This article was first presented 
in the form of an address to 
parents and teachers at an open 
meeting of the R.D.A. Teachers' 
Association. The author, who is 
now English Specialist at Rich-
mond, has taught in Peninsula and 
Lennoxvllle, and was for ftve 
years Superintendent of Bishop 
Mountain Hall, Coaticook. 

GREENBERG'S DEPARTMENTAL STORES LTD. 
Head Office - 5387 Rivard Street, GR. 4361 

"MAKE RETAILING YOUR CAREER I" 

There is a wonderful future in the retail field for intelligent young men and women 
with high school education. People with ambition to get ahead, people who can be 
trained for executive positions. The field offers the best earning opportunities. 

There is a place for you ... Think it over ! ! ! 
Contact Personnel Director at Head Office. 

Compliments of Loudee Steel Corporation 
MONTREAL 

QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS 

HEAD OFFICJ!: N.D.G. BRANCH: 

4i41 ST. ANl>H ST. 920 0BCAJUI BLVD. 

FR. ~121 DE. ~,61 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM, 
BLAZER, and BLOUSE 
NYLON BLEND GABARDIMf 
TUNIC ... Hand 
washable. crease-
resistant and mothproof! 
Has square style 
do1ble yoke. deep 
box pleats. In navy. 
Each, 5. 98 
ENGLISH BLAZER . . . 
Single breasted style, 
with patch pockets. 
Navy, with 
wh ite cord. 
Each 5.98 
HYLOH BLOUSE .. . 
with Peter Pan collar 
and long sleeves. 
White only. Each 4.98 
Sizes 7 to 14 years. 

Simp~on 's Girls' 
Year, Fifth Floor 

Store Hours: 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday through Saturday 

FOR THOSE WHO DANCE 

* 

LEOTARDS PLEA TED BALLE,: 
SHOES AND COSTUMES SELECTED BY 

Eleanor Moore Ashton 
FOR HER PUPILS-EXCLUSIVE AT 

JOHNNY BROWN 
Dance Shoes I Theatrical Supplies 

637 Burnside St. - BE. 3221 - Montreal 
Back of Eaton's and Morgan's 

Calling All Representatives! 
You are invited to attend the first meeting of the 
Federation 's Council of Representatives for the 
current season on Saturday, October 24, at 2.30 
o'clock. The Home and School Association of 
Bedford will be our hosts. 
Further details from your President or Secretary 

NOT FOR POWER, cont'd 
May we be the kind of parents who, in 

our relationships with our children, may 
never have to reproach ourselves for the 
things we, unthinkingly, did or failed to do. 

May we be the kind of teachers upon 

whom our former pupils think back with 
gratitude and affection. 

Above all, may we, in our relationships 
with one another, be the kind of human 
beings that mature Home and Schoolers are 
expected to be. 
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TEACHING METHODS, cont'd 
Take learning the multiplication tables 

as an t'xample. Many, perhaps most, of the 
present generation of parents learned them 
by methods that emphasized repetition by 
rote. The assigned tables were to be said 
over and over until they could be rattled 
off in order, the faster the better. People 
thought that if a child had not learned 
to recite the multiplication tables, he did 
know how to multiply. They also assumed 
that if a child had learned the multiplication 
tables, he did know how to multiply. Neither 
statement is necessarily true. Many of us 
know from our own experience that we 
learned to recite the tables with little or no 
understanding of what they meant or how to 
use them in solving practical problems. 

Experiments have indicated that we do 
not really learn by repetition; that is, repeti-
tion does not cause learning. If the multipli-
cation tables or any other products of 
learning are to be understood and used, 
they must be learned by understanding. This 
means that children should be taught not 
only the facts themselves but also how those 
facts arc related to other facts and to 
situations in which they are to be used. 
For example, if Alice learns that seven times 
five equals thirty-five but does not know 
how much seven nickel ice cream cones will 
cost, her memorizing of this multiplication 
fact is of no value to her. If, on the other 
hand, Alice knows that five nickel cones 
will cost twenty-five cents and figures out 
that seven cones will cost ten cents more, she 
is well on her way to being able to develop 
her own "table of fives"-not by rote but 
by understanding a set of relationships. 

When Practice Means Something 
Practice ( call it drill if you wish) has its 

place in school learning, but that place has 
changed in the light of research. Stress on 
understanding should precede stress on 
practice. Until the pupil has gained some 
understanding-of arithmetic facts, of a 
poem, of a principle in science-there is 
nothing fundamental for him to practice 
But after he understands the fact or poem or 
principle, he can practice meaningfully. 
How meaningful the practice is depends 
upon the degree to which he sees sense in 
what he is doing and the degree to which 
he sees a use for what he is practicing. 

But, someone asks, what about multiplica-
tion tables? Should they or should they not 
be learned in school? The answer is not a 
simple yes or no. A child may very well 

acquire an understanding of how and when 
to multiply without having learned the 
tables as such. After he has been introduced 
to the meaning of multiplication and has 
had considerable experience with it, he may 
well profit from the additional experience 
of building up the multiplication tables / or 
himself. 

The Measure of Achievement 
T eaching methods change as we study 

and revise our ideas of the relative impor-
tance of various things to be learned. 

When a child completes his schooling or 
while he is going to school, what do we 
expect him to get out of it? What knowledge 
and skills should he gain from his school 
activities? 

Are his achievements represented by letters 
on report cards? By the number of spelling 
lists he has written or been tested on? By 
the pages he has covered in history books? 
By' how nearly his handwritting resembles 
that in a given model? By the speed with 
which he can recite memorized details of 
fact or fiction? By the grade level of the 
reading book he is now using? By how 
closely his learning exp·eriences agree with 
the curriculum of the schools his parents 
attended? 

Or are his achievements represented by 
what he himself knows he has accomplished 
that is worth while? By how well he spells 
when he writes a letter of his own? B,., how 
well he understands the story of the past 
as it relates to present events? By whether 
or not his handwriting is legible and natural 
for him? By his ability to appreciate and 
use what he has learned? By h is ability to 
read accurately, critically, and with enjoy-
ment? By the extent to which the cur-
riculum of the school really becomes a part 
of him? 

( continued on page 17) 
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SCHOOi. FOR PARENTS 

Dr. Laycock to Broadcast 
1953 Series on Children 
For the eleventh year Dr. S. R. 

Laycock will talk to · parents on the 
problems of understanding and helping 
their children. This year's series of 
talks will deal with helping parents 
to understand how a child learns in 
school and what his parent can do to 
help him to get the most out of his 
school life. 

The talks will be given as part of 
Trans-Canada Matinee on the Thurs-
day afternoons of November and De-
ccn1ber. The following are the specific 
topics which will be discussed: 
November 5-Parents and Teachers 

Run a Three-legged 
Race. 

November 12- Your Child Starts to 
School. 

November 19-Your Child Learns to 
Read. 

November 26--Your Child Learns to 
Write and to Speak. 

December 3- Your Child L earns 
Social Studies. 

December 10-Your Child L earns 
Arithmetics. 

December 17-Your Ch ild Learns 
Science. 

Dc,crnbcr 24- Your Child Studies the 
Arts. 

December 31-Guiding the Child 
Who is Different. 

TEACHING METHODS, cont'd 
The questions themselves reveal the an-

swers. In our teaching today wc are placing 
less and less emphasis on the learning of 
routine material for its own sake. And we 
are placing more and more emphasis on the 
learning of whatever information and know-
ledge, whatever appreciation and under-
standings, whatever skills will help a boy 
or girl to lead a more successful, a happier, 
and a r:1orc worth-while life, now and later. 
Those who agree with this shift in emphasis 
will probably also agree that it is more im-
portant to judge teaching methods by what 
those methods cause Johnnie to do and to 
become than whether or not Johnnie actual-
ly "read in a book today." 

October, 195J 

NATIONAL P ARENT-TEACHER 
January 1953 

f 17 J 

Classical Ballet, Modern Dance 
New Location: 

326 Victoria Ave., Westmount, Que. 
Phone WA. 8111-2 

A. LESLIE PERRY 
ARCHITECT 

MONTREAL 

ALEXANDER CRAIG LIMITED 
PAINTERS and DECORATORS 

FURNITURE REFINISHING DEPARTMENT 
BE. 3284 - 371 Lemoine Street 

PAINTING DEPARTMENT 
GL. 3928 - 777 De Seigneurs Street 

"EXPORT" 
CANADA'S FINEST 

CIGARETTE 
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LITTLE MOCKING BIRDS 
by ZIT A CAMERON 

I raise my hand in an involuntary gesture 
and was amused to see little eighteen-
months-old in his playpen do the same . .Just 
for the fun of it I went through some other 
motions which he copied faithfully. I tried 
a few dance steps and so did he! The girl 
who helps me in the house laughed and said 
"Look at the little mockin' bird"! 

It was fun watching his antics but there is 
a sobering aspect to having a little mocking 
bird in the house ... or rather four little 
mocking birds! Even the baby, only three 
months, smiles when she secs a smile and 
laughs aloud when she hears a laugh. They 
begin so young! 

We often hear people speak of a new 
baby as "another little mouth to feed", 
but a baby is more than that. A baby is 
a little mind to fill, a little will to train, 
a little character to be moulded. And the 
mould is the composite character of the 
people around the child. 

The implied responsibility is tremendous 
and not a little frightening. I tried a simple 
experiment on the lad in the playpen. I 
raised my hands and told him "Keep your 
hands down", but he raised them just the 
same. Thus I proved to myself what I had 
already known, that it is what I do that 
counts, rather than what I tell him to do. 

All the children will act and speak and 
think as we do, until they go to school and 
receive further impressions outside the home. 
But they don't go to school until they are 
six-or almost six- and their characters and 
personalities will be pretty well set by that 
time. And even then, the continuing home 
influence will be the stronger. 

After this little play of gesturing and 
dancing, I sat down to do some serious 
thinking on my role and the role of all 
parents in the drama of home life. We 
all know, of course, the influence of example, 

especially upon children, but we forget most 
of the time just how deep and far-reaching 
this influence can be. 

We think of it in terms of big things 
and unusual circumstances. We feel that 
if we do not steal or swear or commit any 
crimes that we are setting our children a 
good example. Mothers will lecture their 
little ones on the evils of falsehood yet think 
nothing of sending a child to the door to 
tell an unwelcome caller that Mother is out. 
There is nothing wrong in Mother's pre-
tending to be out if she wishes, but childish 
minds cannot distinguish between this and 
downright lying and the whole effect of 
the teaching regarding falsehoods is spoiled. 

It is an uncomfortable truth to live with, 
but it is nonetheless true, that every little 
word, every trivial action, even our unvoiced 
attitudes, will be copied by our children and 
reflected in their personalities. If they show 
signs of being selfish, quarrelsome, over-
bearing, we haven't far to look for the cause. 
If they use rough language or speak badly 
mutilated English, we had better listen to 
our own speech and if we can find no fault 
there, listen to the speech of their playmates. 
Children rarely invent words and phrases; 
they repeat what they have heard. They 
even copy tones and inflections. 

The mother who wants her Sally to be 
a little lady must be a lady herself or be 
disappointed in her ambition for Sally. The 
father who wants his boys to be gentlemen 
must act the gentleman at all times-be 
honest, kind, courteous, well-spoken. There 
is no other, no easier way. 

I t follows that parents who would like 
their children to grow into good and use-
ful citizens must set the patern for the 
youngsters to follow. 

The Maritime Co-operator, Antigonish, N.S. 

PREP SCHOOL 
Remedial education for children with ]earning or adjustment problems 

Accelerated instruction for students capable of covering more than 
· the prescribed course of study during the year. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION ONLY 
5447 PARK AVENUE CALUMET 7712 
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NOW! LIFE INSURANCE AND 

YOUR MONEY BACK 
A BRAND NEW SUN LIFE PLAN WHICH: 

1. Provides insurance protection . to. age 65. 
2. Returns all basic cmnual premiums paid if assured lives to 65. 

3. Is available for . male and female . lives ages 15 to 50. 
At 65, lhe funds ccm be (a) taken in cash; (b) u,ed· .ta , purchase a paid-up policy far 
the ariginal sum assured and lhe balance taken in· cash ar as a guaranteed incame; 
(c) used to provide an annuity; (d) left an deposit at a guaranteed rote of inlerest. 

Inquire now about this remarkable new Sun life plan. for further 
particulars see your local agent, get In touch with the Sun life 
branch office In your community, or write: 2~8 Sun life Bui/ding, 
Montreal. 

SUN LIFE OF CANADA 

It's a Miracle! 
Without doubt, electricity is the greatest single 
factor in the growth and achievement of our 
civilization. Without electricity to serve us the 
world as we know it would cease to exist. Econo-
mically, culturally and personally ours would be a much poorer world, 
a much drabber place without electrical energy. 

The miracle of man's achievement with electrical power, however, lies 
not in the fact that he has harneseed an energy able to serve mankind 
in a multitude of ways, hut in the fact that this vital, priceless power 
serves each of us, as individuals, for a cost so low as to he almost 
unbelievable. 

This fact becomes instantly ap• 
parent when we realize that every 
day, every hour, electricity is at 
our heck and call for only a few 
pennies a day. 
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,-.NG~---~ R J All the beauty . all 
the features ... all the cooking 

efficiency you could ever want, are 
built into the All-New Gurney Electric 

•. Ranges ... We're proud to sell these All-New Gurneys 
, ·,. You'll be ,proud to own one ... your family will be 
even prouder of your cooking! 

SEE IT-YOU'LL WANT IT! 

Your Northern Electric Dealer is a good man to know!' 


