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It was said that Peter Alexander Tager was to have been born in Finland in

1831. His father sent him to Petersburg at the age of 14 as an apprentice sail

maker. After a few years of this, he ran away to sea. He was aboard the British ship

Good Intent when he arrived in the Magdalenes. The ship had lost its rudder off

Brion Island, but was not wrecked. The crew had to abandon the ship and row a

dory from Brion to somewhere near East Cape. Peter was said to have left the

islands on a French vessel, but eventually returned. He then owned his own vessel

and carried salt hsh from Brion Island to Halifax and brought supplies back to the

Islands. He married Margaret Keaton in 1857 and they had two children of which

one died as an infant. The other, Herbert Huntington Tager, was born in 1861.

Margaret died when Herbert was about one year old. Eventually, Peter remarried

Kate Mclean.

Herbert H. Tager married Maude Clarke in 1882. He built his own vessel

and sailed to Newfoundland then took a load of potatoes to the United States in

1910. There he worked as a carpenter in the Boston shipyards. His wife and four

boys joined him for a short time, but then returned home. During the summer of

1929 after working 14 years in the shipyards, Herbert, then 68, returned to the

Magdalen Islands. He paid $600 for a new 1929 Chevrolet automobile, packed up

and drove to Pictou, N.S. Fromthere, he travelled aboardthe S.S. Lovat, a freight

and passenger steamer, and arrived at Grande-Entrée, Magdalen Islands.



The road to Grosse Ile was made for horse and cart at that" time and his was the

first car on the Islands. He did eventually get to his home at Grosse lle, but not

before having to be hauled out of the muck by horse and cart along the route. He

never used the car much after his return. "Hub", as many knew him, then built

himself a boat, a wharf and a large building to store coal in. Hub's wharf was

located just below the cape on the shoreline of the bay near his home. After a very

fulI life, he dies in 1955 at the age of 94

Herbert H. Tager's eldest son, Harvey, was born in 1886. He fished lobster

for almost 30 years before he decided to get a vessel. Harvey was a captain of a

number of cargo vessels between the Magdalen Islands and Nova Scotia for nearly

40 years. He brought supplies, but mostly coal, to the Islands on many vessels he

sailed. Harvey owned many vessels over the years. General Middleton was the f,rrst

and was followed by Electro, George R. Bradford, H.K.P., Conductor, Bessie

Louise and W.J. Ellison. Harvey died in 1972 at the age of 86. Of his eight

children, three of those being sons, Herbert, Harvey and Huntley, all sailed at a

very early age on vessels with him at one time or another and studied navigation.

As well, Traversier C.T.M.A. employed both Harvey and Huntley for a number of

years before their retirement

As the TagerlTaker generation continues, most certainly, so will their

connection and love of the sea continue... It's in their blood!



1. The General Middleton was built in Chatham, New Brunswick, in 1905

An 80-foot general cargo ship, its gross tonnage was 70 tons with one 20

horse powered gas engine and sails. It was purchased by Harvey Taker in

1921, and then traded for the Electro in 1931. The General Middleton was

lost in 1932 on the Indian Rocks off V/ood Islands, Prince Edward Island.

2. The Electro was built in La Have, Nova Scotia in 1900. Harvey Taker

purchased it in 1931 . A 9O-foot general cargo ship, its gross tonnage was 80

tons. It had a 30 horse powered engine and sails. It sank in 1934 while

carrying a load of coal off Grande-Entrée.

3. The ship George R. Bradford was built in Massachusetts, United States,

1901. A 96-foot general cargo ship, its gross tonnage was 78 tons. It had a

36 horse powered engine and sails and was used for carrying stones along

the American coast. Harvey Taker purchased this vessel in 1935 and

installed another mast. It was sold in 1943 to the F.W. Leslie Company in

Grinsestone. They rebuilt the vessel and installed a 240 horse powered diesel

engine. In 1945, it was sold to C.T.M.A., and then wrecked on the backside

of Sandy Hook, Amherst, in 1953 while carrying a load of coal.



7. Built at Trinity Bay, Newfoundland, in 1935, Ellison was purchased by

Harvey Taker in March 1954. An 83-foot general cargo ship, its gross

tonnage was 68 tons with two diesel engines. It was sold to an American

man in 1972

8. The S.S. Lovat a passenger and freight steamer that once serviced the

Magdalen Islands

9. Herbert "Hub" Huntington Tager, son of Peter Alexander Tager, with his

1929 Chevrolet automobile.

1O.Harvey Taker, son of Herbert "Hub" Huntington Tager.

l1.Harvey Hanson Taker, son of Harvey Taker.



4. Also a general cargo ship, the H.K.P. was built in 1908 and purchased by

Harvey Taker at Murray Harbour, Prince Edward Island in 1944. A 75-foot

vessel, its gross tonnage was 56 tons with a 20 horse powered gas engine

and sails. In November 1944 while anchored at East Cape Channel for the

winter, the ship broke off its moorings during a gale of wind and sank in

Grande-Entrée on a sandbar.

5' Built in Boothe Bay, Maine, as a marine schooner, the Conductor was sold

to Nova Scotia for use as a general cargo ship. Its gross tonnage was 120

tons. Harvey Taker purchased the vessel in Pictou, Nova Scotia, in 1945. It

was sold in canso, Nova scotia, in 1946 and scrapped in North Sydney in

1948.

6. The ship Bessie Louise was built in Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland, in 1923.

Harvey Taker purchased it in 1 946. A 75-foot general cargo ship, its gross

tonnage was 57 tons with two gas engines and sails. It was sold in 1953 to

Léger Arsenault of House Harbour and was lost at Pointe Basse Harbour in

October 1954.




