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FOfi LqURENTIA}{ WATERFEONT AND RECREATIONAL PHOPERTY wtNTffi 1996

F]::::f: an'd.;oin us again this vear for our Carada Day ce lebrarion at Lac des Sabtes. Last year an esrimated 3500 peopiea turned out at Place Laqny to witrress tie.events, paniculariiy the spectacular fireworks ttar were iaunched from rafis in rhemiddle of the lake' Rdnovatiott Ste- Agathe and &e o\\''ner.s oi Boutique Kermesse loared six floaring docks. ?hey were usedfor a d:'nce performance a:rd to launch tbe firework.s. Royal Fireworks of Montreal told us t-hat we need two more ral.ts tian t_barto ensure safery and to ma.ke a reaily spechcular shorv.

leople who order lhe hrst eicht nc'rvfloating docks tiis spring and -sive him permission to use rhem for canada Day. on top ot t-hat he will deliver them to our sieald pick tiem up aJter, all for free, just iike he did last year. If you are piannine to order a tloating dock, please ier him lqrowbefore tie end of March so that he can build it to yo.,r specifications. who wouid have thought that bu.ving a floating dock couldbeapoiiricalstatement? --- -*""L - - 
l''Dq'rvulrr

we welcome Gerard Prlovost, chaneretl real es,tate ag,ent, tto our office. Gerry has been working in real estate in rhe ste-Aga;lLearea for the past fourteen years, during which time he has wonlhe Laurentian Rear Estate Board,s Mireille Iy'ger A.,vard forExceilence' He is an excellenl sailor, and prior to no\;tng here, he was a bush pitot in Northern euebec. Gerry lives with itiswife and young son on the Presqu'ile Nanrel in ste-Agaie where tu has been aictive in,r,r';;r;r:r;;;;."*"r",loir t"r*-ard m along, happy and productit'e relailonship.

The Heriale Comminee wishes Lo exprcss irs grariruce to the young volunreers of Katrmavik who came to Ste-Agarhe andhelped us renovate tie station. They have been working on the starion since mid-November, changing broken winclo,,vs, scraplngald parndng' They also helperl reorganise our fi,Ies ard are invoived in mary otier ways arounri tie community. The voiunteerscome from a.ll over Canada and t-he prograrnme wrli conrjrue undl July 7rh, mousn ;;;;;;.*r;;";;i;;;;," wair. TheCommitee has planned a spaghetti dinner to be held on Satu-rday, Februery iitl rrom 11:00AM ro g:00pM at tie TrinityChurch Community Hall during which it hopes to raise some more money to keep going on the starion renovations. If you arearound lhar weekend. we hopc to see you t-here.

The Hospital Foun'dation is launching afive-yearfundraising programme this year, and as usual we have included theirforms.These are dfficult timcs, ar"d w-e know that most of our readeis are atreody implicated elsewlrcre. TTte hospual is particularh,moved by the effons mnde in the past and hope.s that they will continue in rhis time of need.

Tlte Fourulation is also proud to announce the appointment of Claudia couture to rhe posttion of Executit,e Director. Ms.courure comes to us from the foundation of tttl cenire uospin-iier ileury tuhere she was Dirrrro, GeneraL. slte is aLso tlrc pastNational Direcror of Financing for Epilepsy canarla, por, pr:rrirnit of the communications commi*ee of ttte Canad.ian Cancer.Socier; and nnnl'orher siinilar activ'iriis too numerous ro menrion'nrrc uu o'p;;,;r;';r, is a clear indication of lusr lnrtseriously the communirv rakes is hospitar services. 
u tlcut ttutLLtttut'

Please note that there is a chance that you tvill receive a second soliciratton clirectllt from the Foun-dotton. Ms. coutrtre tt:itt doIter btsr to elininate duptication. ara ine as,* yott ra bear \irt;r;;.""

we are also curious to krorv how many peopJe receivins our nervsletter actually reatJ it. So far we have kept fairiy gooti records oievel-''one who has confirmed' but rve rvouirl really appreciate it if you wouid let us krov;. in that way. over time. *,e cur shortenour list so tiat it goes only to peopie who truiy want ir.
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f-f,-lhe signing ol La Grande Paix by &e Iroquois and t-he

fl French in Monreal in 1701 brought to an end the

A wild davs of the French-lndian Wars. These wars

reflected tle euiopean conflicts: fte French fought t-he

Iroquois who were allied with the British, while the Huron,

Nipissing and Algonquin were eirtrer neutral or took the side

of the French. As we sarv last time, &e Weskarinis, who

were the indisinous people of our Laurential area, were

casualties of these wars, having been massao-ed by tie
lroquois on tle shores of Petit Lac Nommingue iri 1751.

Tire Ste i\garhe arer did not figrLrc much in evenls tirt
follorved. While tie occasiona,l Algonquin part.v proL'ably

rrapperi furs here, t-he events t-hat rvouid allow our arca to k
settlerl were unfolding furtier south. The Sulpicians set up a

mission at Lake of Tivo ivlountains in the eariy 1700 s and

mainta-ined t}le peace benveen &e koquois and the French ln

e:<chalge for fur-trarling rights to the territory'. The

Sulpiciars sold off these rights to French enuepreneurs ald
iid therr best to convert the lroquois and Algonquin to

Cathoiicism. In t-he lvar wirh fte English that led to lLe loss

of the colony, mall.v of these Iroqrrois actually fought for the

French.

ln 1763 when the colony was fansferred. the Engiish king

rcfused to recognise Jesuit and R6co1let titles over large

uacts of lard. Encouraged by this, an koquois at Deux

Montaqnes decidecl to seil his house to an English

i;usinessman. IJe hoped to demonsffate in this manner tiat
ttre Iroquois o',vned their oroperty, a-'ld gambled that t-he

Sulpiclans r.vould fear conltscation of their iards if thel"

challenged t-he rigirts of this Englishmal to buy. The

Sulpicians werc more aJiaid of tIe koquois strategy than of

the English. They petitioned Governer Burton to recognise

their clea,r title. Burton accepteC to respect the Sulpician
propery rights if ,tre latter would swear hommage to George

IIi, King of Englanri, which of course they diti. Tltus the

lrcquoisUJngiisirrnan sale feli tiuough and Suipician titles

rvcre rccogltised.

I:rom 1763 to 1936 the lroquois arid Sutpicians conlinued to

ilght this legal battle over their lzurds. The koquois rvere

very creative in their iights. they invited a lviethodist pastor

to run their mission in 1852' thereb-v t-hreatening to convert

ro Proiesraltisrn ratitcr than Catlolicism. This scheme back-

ti;erJ rvhen Lhe pastor fleri in fie face of dle utter reiigious

apathy' rf tlie Iroquois, Algonquin a-nd Nipissing' Aiter

subsec;uent atlempts, they built a Metfiodisi ternple' but tie

Sulpicians got a judgement and had it dismantled' Over t-his

period rnil.ny lroquois became Methotiists md their atternpts

ro break the Sulpician holti over their larci can bt uredited

ti,r ti,e crcation in 18i1 of lvlontreai's Civil Right's

,\s-sociaiiou to promote religious freedom'

Tne Suipicians set up villages for the Iroquois and for the

Algonquin ald succeeded in encouraging them to live in a

spirit of cooperation. The sparse popularions of these nvo

peoples became centred around Lake of Trvo Mountains, ald
tle rest of the area began to fall to settlers. Over time, there

was nothing the Iroquois could do to get the same righis to
the land as tie settlers were getting. Neither the French nor

tle English crown seemed to be willing to recognise tiem as

anything more t-han wards, non cilizens rr'ho had to be

encouraged to move arvay. ?here was clearll' no inlerest irr

thek culture, history or political sLructure, 1'eL from the

Ircquois perspective, it is thelr great un\\'ritten constitudon.

the Great Larv of Peace, that rvas the inspirauon fcr Westem

democracy. Their slmbol. tbe Eagie, and their demociatic

larvs were copied by the 13 American colonies in tbe crealion

of the United States. Thek goal u'as a.rrva,vs to try to find a

middle position befn'een the French and English colonisis.

The;z were a people of six nations, tie N{obawk' Seneca-

Cavuga, Onandaga, Cneiclll and Tuskororas. Tbe sixth was

actuaily adcpted by the olher five, according to tleir oral

history, around t1le Lime tie Europeans \\'eie flrst arririns in

America. I had occasion to have a long discussion with Tom

Moms of Kanarvake, axd was fascinated to learn t]te

Iroquois perspective. It lends credence to George Woodcock's

statement that our salvation wili be found in the philosophies

of t-he indiginous peoples.

Most of tie Ste Agathe area was being logged during tie
miri part of the 19ti centur-Y. The British Empire's appetite

for rvoo<i devoured fores$ over a period of 500 .ve:us, and

most of our area feil under dle axe even while the tlrst three

homesteaders u'ere arriving in 1849. While they were

traveling overiand from St. Jerome, the logging was

follorving tie river sl/stems that drain into tie Otawa-

fotlowing the same routes as the Weskarinis had followed for

so many centuries. Logging reacheci its peak in our area in

tIle 1860's, long before the intluence of Cure Lar^klle was

felt.

In 1853 Queen Victona ordainecl that 250'000 acres shoultl

be set asitie for uhe 'lndiurs'. and so tie Doncaster Resen'e, a

square of lanri six miies on a side, rvas cxeate d. At that time

the torvnships of Beresfor& Woif-e and Doncrster u'ere just

suilng to be surv'eyed aniJ the indian land wes pretty far

a'xay from the lroquois ard Algonquin rvho were at Lalie oi

Two h{ounratns. Another. {arger rescrve. lv{aliwaki' ha''iing

an area ol 58,975 hecnre:; (over 150.000 acres) r"'m also

established. anrj over tie next l-5 years ttre Algonquil) tl,tireil

to it, having tirctl of fte enciess legal battle tiat tIt Irtlquois

were having rvith thc Sulpiciuts.

In thc mtattirnc, a social revtllution rvas taking placc in t'he

Canat-las ftat wttr-rid create our dcmocracy. Tiic Chatcau

Clique here and t1re Funi11' Compact in Upper Carlada rverc

struggling to proteci the ir historical pilvilcges'
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r6:q. 7e all know that to get anlavhere we have to see

W where \^'e a.re goi,rg. W* nuu. to visualise our
destination. The refcrendum and its .aftermath

have helped me to do just that. I have discovered that I
aro not a 'Qu6b6cois', and more importantly I have

ciiscovered that no matter how long I, or my children"

live in rural Quebec, we will never be Qudbdcois. We

are something else. .We are 'Montrdalais'. A
'Monrrdalais' is a citizen oI a modern, pluraiisrlc society

with its own rich history, who generaliy speal<s more

thal one language and lives in the influence of more

than one cult'ire, I can't be a 'Qudbecois', because the

lision does not encompass my expenence. It excludes

much of what I am. I am a happy Canadiaa, because

being a Canadiaa is also being a citizen of a modern,

piuralisric society.

This simpie and seerningly obvious obsen'ation has

greatly changed rny perspeciive on our iocal market. I
arn a proud Canadlan from a distinct, muilicultual
region of the counfy: Montreal. I live in the

Laurentians bccause it is a beautiful recrealiona] envi-

ronment clcse to a very special city.

Montreal is the thirii largest English-speaking city in
Canada and the tlrird largest French-speaking city in the

worid (after Paris and Kinshasa, Zure).It is a trading

city whose business people have connections all over the

wortd a]ld it is a major port. It boasts some of the finest

food in North America. and not only in the restaurants,

it is sat'e at night. it has world-class entertainment, and

of course it has one of the best recreadonal areas

imaginabie oniy a quick hour north. On top of ali that, it
is ours; it belongs to all of its peoples. That certainly is

something to build on. Let's maintain a vision of our

city and our cuirure as we rvish it to be. It is time for us

to embrace antl start sharing our own vision of our

socict1,. The previous municipal adminisuatron together

with the Liberai provincial govemment of the time,

com;nissioned a task force to rethink lv{onueai' When

this task force repon is eventually acted upon it rvrl1

empower the region in a way that will make Qu6bec

Ciry less relevant to our futures. The stud-v rvas called

"Monffeal, a city region" (also known as the Pichette

report) and among its goals, it visualises "A distinct
city-region ... where the citizens, the majority of whom

are bilingual, can take advantage of a zuperior standard
of living at an affordable price and in a gtable, safe

social climate." (pg 10, common goals).

The Laurentiaa market wili exist even if the Lauredans

becomes part of a separate Qudbec, and the lakes wiil
continue to be enjoyed by Canadians. Around some of

the lakes, almost forfy percent of the maiiing addresses

are not in Qudbec. In the case of one large lake, it sems

that over 50Vo lle prlmarily outside of Canada' While

it is true that many of .those property owners used to

live in Montrbal, many others simply chose to have a

vacation spot in the Laurentians. A purchase here is

good value compared to other areas in North America

or elsewhere, and the world is small enough that deals

are heard about even across oceans. Travel has become

so simple that, even 'with the added cost of a piane

ticket it is still cheaper to mainoin a vacation home

here than in inany other places. Our r:nique Laurentian

villages are a quaint backdrop to our different seasons'

and the Laurentian market, like any other, responds to

the market forces.

Consider the facilities: We have more than 50 lakes

within a seven miie rad.ius of Ste Agathe. in manv ot

which the water is drinkable. We have the Red and the

Devii rivers, not to mention the North river that toilor';s

the Linear Park through the heart of the temtory' \!'t
have ski trails, ski-doo tralts, waiking traiis. sri-irili.r-

parks, a first rate road system and even an airpoi'i"

Many of our lakes have organised communities rvit
act-r'zities, there are carnps fQr kids, reliable workers ar:d

all variety ofrestaurants and shops'

The Laurentians ',viil conlinue to be there for us to
enjoy. It is up to each one of us to decide what that is

worth. The problems il:al r.r'e conJiont are oniy'dif-tereni'

not more severe, tJran pioblems that we would face'

elsel'v.,'here.
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A coupie of very high priced saies
in Ste-Agathe in the third quarter
last year gave a good boost to the
averase sale pice in this area, but
the number of transactions taking
place is stil1 very low compared
lo the peaks achieved in'1989.
We are seeing .bareiy half the
volume of sales of that period,
but prices held relatively steadv.
Once again the conclusion must
be that good value will sell, be it
up-scaie or otherwise.
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If you would like brk isru* of the Dotrcster Ballyhoo, give us or cail or rlrop by. We wili trappily add dre narnes of your frienls or
neichbours to our iist if tlrey u'ould iike to receive t\eir ou'n copv. Please ler u krow if you change yow address. Having a1 rccurate
rnaiiing list helps us keep our cosls (and w.mte) down.
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Chqlored Red Estoto &okq

150 Principale
S te-Agathe-des-Monts, QC
Canada J8C 1K3
Fa-x: (819) 326-8829' Tel: (819) 326--1963

cmail: 761i1.1125 @ comou.serve.com

Orvned and operated by:

Joe Graham
Chartered Real Estatc Aqe nt

Sheila Eskenazi
Afiiliatcd Real Estate Agent

\4ember ol'the Roi,xi i ePage Rcfcrrai Nctrvork
(Not lntrlilcrl t() soiicit prop,nies crnrlti,v li:ir.ri lirr salc)


